The latest News Around Us in Nov #4
US orders non-emergency employees out of Ethiopia due to 'armed conflict' and
'potential for terrorism and kidnapping'
Connor Perrett (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

AP Photo Schoolchildren cross traffic as they return home from school in the Piazza
old town area of the capital Addis Ababa, Ethiopia Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021.
The US State Department ordered all non-emergency US employees out of Ethiopia.
In a statement, the state department cited ongoing conflict and warned of the
"potential for terrorism and kidnapping."
Leaders in Ethiopia declared a state of emergency earlier this week as rebel groups
near the capital.
The United States Department of State on Saturday urged all non-emergency
government workers living in the country to evacuate amid the ongoing civil unrest
there.
"Do not travel to Ethiopia due to armed conflict, civil unrest, communications
disruptions, crime, and the potential for terrorism and kidnapping in border areas,"
the state department wrote in an updated travel advisory on Saturday.
The State Department said it urged US citizens in the country to depart by
commercially available options and said it was "unlikely" that the US Embassy would
be able to assist with departure should commercial options become unavailable.
"Although seats on commercial flights currently remain available, we cannot predict
when demand will exceed capacity," the state department said Saturday.
The situation in the country could worsen, the State Department warned, leading to
supply chain issues, communications blackouts, and travel disruptions.
Officials in Ethiopia on November 2 declared a state of emergency in the country and
on Friday asked veterans of the nation's military to re-join to fight off two aligned
rebel groups that are threatening its capital city of Addis Ababa, CNN reported.

According to CNN, nine armed groups on Friday formed a joint alliance opposing the
Ethiopian government "in response to the scores of crises facing the country" and to
the "genocidal regime of Ethiopia," they said in a statement, according to the report.
The group, called the United Front of Ethiopian Federalist and Con-federalist Forces,
said it no longer recognizes the government led by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed,
whose troops have been accused of war crimes, and said it would work to establish a
transition government, according to the report.
The Ethiopian government in response said some of the groups involved had little
support and called it a "publicity stunt," according to CNN.
Earlier this week, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed urged citizens to take up
arms and defend themselves against rebel forces that took control of two key
Ethiopian towns.
As Politico reported Saturday, the US and the administration of President Joe Biden
over the past year have tried to use trade restrictions, visa bans, the threat of
economic sanctions, and other diplomatic means to get the Ethiopian government and
the rebel groups to end the ongoing civil war that has led to thousands of deaths.
"With the safety and security of millions in the balance, and more than 900,000 facing
conflict-induced famine-like conditions, we prevail upon all forces to lay down their
arms and open dialogue to maintain the unity and integrity of the Ethiopian state,"
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement Thursday.

It's Time to Drain Lake Powell
Peter Deneen - Gizmodo
The date is Feb. 9, 1997, and the man responsible for one of the most egregious
environmental follies in human history is sitting at a restaurant in Boyce, Virginia,
with the leader of the movement seeking to undo his mistake.
Of the hundreds of dams Floyd Dominy green lit during his decade running the
Bureau of Reclamation, none are as loathed as his crown jewel, the Glen Canyon
Dam. In 1963, Dominy erected the 710-foot (216-meter) tall monument to himself out
of ego and concrete, deadening the Colorado River just upstream of the Grand
Canyon, drowning more than 250 square miles (648 square kilometers) in the heart of
the Colorado Plateau, and inventing Lake Powell in the middle of a sun-baked desert.
After a couple of drinks, Dominy asked his dinner guest, Glen Canyon Institute
founder Richard Ingebretsen, for an appraisal of the effort to drain Lake Powell. “It’s
pretty serious, Mr. Dominy,” Ingebretsen recalled telling him, holding back the
seething discontent of the broad coalition he represented.
When Ingebretsen described his hypothetical plan to drill through the twin boreholes
bestriding Glen Canyon dam, Dominy replied, “Well, you can’t do that. It is 300 feet

of reinforced concrete.” Then Dominy did something extraordinary—he lowered his
glasses, pulled out a pen, and diagrammed precisely how he would do it on a cocktail
napkin. A stunned Ingebretsen could hardly believe what was happening.
“This has never been done before,” Dominy said. “But I have been thinking about it,
and it will work.”
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A view of the Glen Canyon Dam at Lake Powell on June 23, 2021 in Page, Arizona.
Nearly 25 years later, the campaign to bypass Glen Canyon Dam has never been
stronger. Now may seem like an odd time to make the case for draining the
second-largest reservoir in the country, with the West in the depths of
a megadrought unmatched since the Medieval Period.
Tree ring cores and remote sensing data indicate a paucity of soil moisture unseen in
at least 1,200 years. Lake Powell itself, along with reservoirs across the West, are at
record lows, and climate change is set to exact an even more severe toll with rising
temperatures killing the snow-pack that feeds them, evaporating what are essentially
ponds in the middle of the desert.
Yet it is the drought itself that has revealed precisely why now is the moment to
execute Dominy’s plan to bypass his dam, lower Lake Powell to river level, and
restore Glen Canyon.
In the 58 years since Glen Canyon was flooded, memory of what was lost has mostly
been forgotten. Submerged beneath the water lies a desert canyon like none other that
stretches some 200 miles (322 kilometers). The Colorado River was the wildest river
in North America before it was arrested by the Bureau of Reclamation during the
frenetic dam-building era last century.

But in this section of the river, the current flowed calmly through fern-covered walls.
“It was a kind of Eden,” as Elizabeth Kolbert described it in The New Yorker this
summer, “more spectacular than the Grand Canyon and, at the same time, more
peaceful.
It was a fairy-tale maze of side canyons, and side canyons with their own side
canyons, each one offering a different marvel.” Hundreds of ephemeral streams and
tributaries joined the Colorado River here, each of them achingly abundant with
riparian habitat and mind-bending geomorphology, where beavers and fish thrived
beneath soaring rainbows of salmon-colored rock arches.
Glen Canyon is a natural wonder that’s been wasting the past six decades as an
unnecessary water storage facility for the Bureau of Reclamation. The last time Lake
Powell was as low as it is today, Neil Armstrong had yet to set foot on the moon. But
the climate crisis and decades of water overuse have sent Powell’s shoreline
receding.
The telltale bathtub ring of the previous high water mark isn’t the only sign of change;
habitats that were swallowed by the reservoir have sprung back to life—baby
cottonwood trees, canyons full of frogs and maidenhair ferns, birds, bees, bears, and
beavers have reclaimed their old territory.

Justin Sullivan (Getty Images) A tire sits on dry land in a section of Lake Powell that
used to be underwater on June 24, 2021 in Lake Powell, Utah.
Eric Balken, the executive director of the Glen Canyon Institute, has been taking
people deep into the side canyons to witness the rebirth. “Someone just saw a spotted
owl in one of the restoration zones, which is really surprising,” he told me over the
phone. “If you mentally extrapolate that restoration to the rest of the canyon, you can
imagine what it’s going to look like in the years to come. It’s fascinating.”
A “Mistake:” The Origins of Dominy’s Dam

Dominy’s dam, which the former House Interior Committee Chair Mo Udall as well
as five-term Arizona Sen. Barry Goldwater have called “the biggest mistake in their
legislative careers,” killed what was the biological heart of the Colorado River.
With more than 79 species of plants, 189 species of birds, and 34 species of mammals,
it was an ecological marvel. The canyon was also home to a staggering array of
Indigenous sites and artifacts dating back hundreds of years, all of them now
underwater.
All that was traded away for the longest reservoir in the world, with approximately
2,000 miles of coastline. Unfurled, Lake Powell’s shoreline would stretch from Maine
to Florida. Its primary function? To temporarily detain water for metered release to
replenish Lake Mead. As Kolbert put it, Dominy built a reservoir for a reservoir.
The redundant Glen Canyon Dam harnesses the Colorado River just upstream from
Lee’s Ferry, an arbitrary point chosen to delineate “upper basin” states—Colorado,
New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming—from “lower basin” states—Arizona, California,
and Nevada.
Separating the river into two jurisdictions is seen as one of the original sins for the
world’s most litigated river. Ingebretsen said Lake Powell was born as a security
measure, founded on the distrust between upper and lower basin states.
The division was created in 1922 as part of the Colorado River Compact, an
agreement meant to settle interstate disputes over water rights by promising half of
the river for each basin. By the 1940’s, however, it was clear that the Colorado’s flow
had been grossly overestimated.
As the lower basin states’ insatiable demand for water grew—particularly California,
which by 1952 was consuming nearly 1 million acre feet more than its allocation—the
upper basin’s sense of security from the compact agreement waned.
Feeling squeezed between the compact’s stipulation to deliver 7.5 million acre feet a
year to the significantly more populous and rapidly developing lower basin amid the
river’s diminishing flows, the upper basin began to fear that if it didn’t use its
apportionment, it would lose it.
The lower basin states had Hoover Dam and several others. Now, the upper basin
states wanted a dam of their own to regain a sense of security. But by then, the
Bureau of Reclamation was losing money on virtually every dam building project.
In response, the bureau invented a scheme called “river-basin accounting” whereby
an unprofitable dam-building project could be considered economically sound if the
agency aggregated the revenues generated by all projects in any river basin. Multiple
dams built for money-losing irrigation projects could, for example, be justified with a
hydroelectric dam acting as a cash register to offset the losses.
To safeguard their water and meter supply sent downstream—and justify the
construction of more irrigation projects—upper basin states felt a high arch dam
above Lee’s Ferry would provide both. A dam at Glen Canyon would ensure the

lower basin would not receive a drop more than it was allocated, preserve the
opportunity for future development in the upper basin, and create the financial
justification for the construction of even more dams.
Ironically, the upper basin states don’t actually pump water from Lake Powell, but
they guard its storage jealously. By the time the Colorado River reaches the slack
water of Lake Powell, it is already out of reach of the upper basin states, whose water
comes from reservoirs built even further upstream.
“There’s only one reason that dam is there,” Ingebretsen told me in a phone call
earlier this fall. “It’s there because of that fear that the lower basin will get the water.”
At the heart of it, he may be right. Even the most convincing arguments for keeping
Lake Powell full sound hollow when compared with the immense, innumerable
benefits of lowering it.
A Sensible Start: Fill Lake Mead First
The procedure that Dominy drew on the napkin, once a fantasy of nature lovers, has
been integrated into an increasingly pragmatic and realistic plan called Fill Mead
First. The modest proposal was formally introduced by the Glen Canyon Institute in
2013.
Balken said that in the eight mostly dry years since, climate change and ceaseless
consumption have proven it to be the sensible course of action. The idea goes like this:
there isn’t enough water to fill both Lake Mead and Lake Powell, so fill Mead first.
“People are taking a serious look at it now,” Balken told me. He said an intentional
surplus at Lake Mead would save water, restore Glen Canyon, replenish nutrients
and sediment for the Grand Canyon and its 11 endangered and threatened species,
and still preserve Dominy’s dam as backup storage for epically wet years, which will
still happen even as climate change dries out the West.
Lower basin states would continue to withdraw water from downstream Lake Mead,
as they currently do, and the gauge at Lee Ferry would continue to monitor water
delivery from the upper basin states, whose supply would remain unaffected.
The telltale bathtub ring of the previous high water mark isn’t the only sign of change;
habitats that were swallowed by the reservoir have sprung back to life—baby
cottonwood trees, canyons full of frogs and maidenhair ferns, birds, bees, bears, and
beavers have reclaimed their old territory.
At this moment, Lake Powell is on life support. In an act of desperation this July, the
Bureau of Reclamation emergency-released water from upstream reservoirs to raise
the lake 3 feet (1 meter), staunching the losses temporarily.
In its two-year forecast published in September, the Bureau of Reclamation
acknowledged the possibility of Lake Powell dropping below the minimum level
needed for power production by next winter.
The National Weather Service’s Climate Prediction Center declared a La Niña in
October. That natural climate pattern increases the chances of a drier-than-normal

winter in the Southwest, which would make Lake Powell’s descent below the minimum
power pool threshold an even more plausible scenario.
A water shortage on the river was also declared this fall—incredibly, it’s the
first-ever. Drought and climate change, often cited as the culprits of Colorado River
problems, are only part of the story. Incorrect assumptions and bad calculus by last
century’s development-driven leaders placed too much user demand on the river.
The over-estimations of the early 20th century mean that the current century’s
Colorado River barely supplies water for 40 million people—and 5.5 million acres of
reclaimed desert cropland, across seven states and Mexico—and rarely reaches its
delta in the Gulf of California.
The mega drought that began at the start of the millennium has parched soil and
vegetation and made surface water scarce. Indeed, the over-allocated,
snowpack-dependent Colorado River is being further depleted by the warming
climate—the U.S. Geological Survey found that there is 20% less flow today than
there was 100 years ago.
In absolute numbers, that means there’s nearly 3 million acre-feet less water than the
17.5 million acre-feet allocated as part of the complex compact governing the river,
all with seven times the number of people depending on it.
The imbalance has left two desert bathtubs barely full and dwindling fast. Today, both
Powell and Mead are about one-third full. Around 1.1 million acre-feet are lost to
evaporation each year—nearly four times the annual allocation for the entire state of
Nevada—leaving an increasingly saline reservoir behind.
Additional losses of as much as 12 million acre-feet from Lake Powell seeped into the
Navajo Sandstone during the dam’s first 20 years, some of which scientists say
might return to the river downstream. But by storing all of the water at Lake Mead,
evaporation and seepage losses would be mitigated, saving around 50,000 acre-feet
per year in a region where every drop counts.
Scientists and Colorado River managers don’t expect Mead or Powell to completely
refill for decades, if ever. Glen Canyon Dam is still detaining water for the same
reason most deadbeat dams are still standing—because the economic incentives have
yet to force the issue. On the Colorado River, though, they are about to.
The Time Is Now
Every dam built has its moment that proves when it’s time for decommissioning has
come. Eric Balken believes the tipping point for the conversation around Glen
Canyon Dam would be the loss of power generation.
Though hydroelectricity was not a primary motivation for its construction, the upper
basin has come to rely on its cash register dam at Glen Canyon to fund its river
management. The dam provides relatively little hydro-power, just one quarter of the
Hoover Dam.

But losing hydro-power means more than just losing electricity production. It would
reduce the upper basin’s ability to deliver sufficient water downstream, which would
be a violation of the Colorado River compact agreement, a death sentence for the
sensitive Grand Canyon ecosystem, and an unacceptable outcome for all stakeholders
involved.
If Powell drops below minimum power pool and a thoughtful plan like Fill Mead First
is in place, however, it could be the beginning of renewed life on the Colorado River,
instead of catastrophe. Filling Lake Mead first will not resolve the issue of allocation,
but at the very least the plan would not lose water and would enable the states to meet
their agreements when Lake Powell inevitably plunges below power pool.
All Eric Balken wants is for the states to at least consider it. “We’re trying to make
the case that we need to start talking about this now, so we don’t get to a place where
it just happens,” he said.
Opponents of bypassing Glen Canyon Dam cite the renewable power generation that
would be lost, which they say would spike energy prices and deplete the
hydro-powered funding that supports river management, including species protection.
But a 2015 analysis by the Glen Canyon Institute concluded that if the dam stopped
generating hydro-power, it would have a negligible impact on the Western power grid.
Electric rates would increase by an average of eight cents per month for residential
customers of hydro-power while tens of millions of dollars would be saved each year
in taxpayer subsidies and water lost to system inefficiencies.
The Glen Canyon Dam seems less of an immovable object today than the Colorado
River compact. The 1922 agreement was never a sustainable arrangement to begin
with—but it was also never meant to be. When it was drawn up, just 6 million people
relied on withdrawals from the river.
As the co-founder of Living Rivers and Colorado River-keeper, John Weisheit, told me,
the architects of that agreement didn’t intend it to be a forever document. It was
simply the best that could be done at the time. It was supposed to be improved, but
that never happened.
The math never made sense and now the entire Southwest is hooked on a deficit model
of water consumption. Drought and climate change are now exacerbating the flaws in
the compact agreement. Runoff arrives earlier and is lower due to less precipitation
and diminishing snow-pack, and the trends are likely to worsen this century.
At the same time, a 2013 study by the Bureau of Reclamation projected that the
Colorado River-dependent population is expected to increase to between 49.3 million
and 76.5 million by 2060, putting more pressure on a faltering system.
What About Page, Arizona?
One community stands to be most immediately impacted by draining Lake Powell:
Page, Arizona. The city was intended to be a temporary encampment to support the
construction of Dominy’s dam. Page stuck around, though, and is a tourist hub today
complete with a verdant golf course set amidst the red rocks. The city is the sole entity

pumping its water directly from the reservoir, though its population of 7,500 hardly
needs access to the whole 27 million acre-feet, residents could still get their water
from the Colorado River running freely.
The greater concern for Page is its marina economy, which is completely dependent
on Lake Powell’s 4 million annual visitors. But as makeshift boat ramps descend ever
lower to meet the receding water and the endless wonders of Glen Canyon reemerge,
people in Page are starting to imagine what their economy as a gateway to America’s
newest spectacular natural area might look like.
Superintendent William Shott of the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area and
Rainbow Bridge National Monument said that he has seen an 80% increase in
visitation since his tenure began in 2015, the majority of which has been land-based
recreation.
“In some ways, it’s an even better time to come right now because you are able to see
things you haven’t seen,” Shott said on the Lake Powell Life podcast which aired
August 4. “I think there’s a ton of opportunity here.”
“When I look back at it, it was progress, but we had no idea what progress was going
to cost us in the future.”
The mayor of Page agrees, but he stopped short of endorsing the Fill Mead First plan.
When Mayor Bill Diak answered my call, he was aboard a boat near the base of the
dam. He said he could envision Page post-Lake Powell and is prepared to help his
community thrive even in an era of dramatic shifts. “We’re going to change,” he told
me confidently.
“Is Page ready to do that? I think we are resilient.” While Diak sees the diminishing
lake as “problematic” for his community, faulting decades of over-allocation of water
compounded by drought and climate change, he understands the bigger picture.
“Glen Canyon Dam was a necessity at the time,” Diak said. “When I look back at it,
it was progress, but we had no idea what progress was going to cost us in the future.
And it has cost us.”
Diak believes we must learn from experience and find a palatable solution that does
the most good for everyone involved. “Even if it is harmful to my community by losing
an opportunity that we presently have, sometimes that opens a new opportunity and
we always need to be looking in that direction.” Diak added that living in the
Colorado River Basin means “learn[ing] to live within our means.”
End of an Era
Negotiations to reallocate who gets how much water from the river are currently
underway, with a historic moment to redress the inequitable apportionment of the
river. Daniel McCool, professor emeritus at the University of Utah and a water
resource development and Native American water rights scholar, said the 1922
compact is an albatross on the necks of the entire basin.

“That era is over,” McCool said. “The time the compact served has come to an end.
We are at a crisis point and we need a new compact, one based on percentages,
contemporary values, and economic reality.” He said that the current agreement is
hopelessly obsolete and that an entirely new management plan is needed—one that
includes a free-flowing river through Glen Canyon.
McCool is part of an ongoing rejuvenation survey of what the canyon looks like today.
Before the gates of Glen Canyon Dam closed, documentation of the thousands of
archaeological sites from millenia of pre-Colombian habitation filled 14 volumes.
Famed conservationist and river outfitter Ken Sleight, who called me from his ranch
outside of Moab, described witnessing the heartbreaking inundation of Indigenous
sites and artifacts tumbling into the rising water. McCool and others are cataloguing
resurfaced artifacts after being underwater for six decades, calling it re-emergence
science.
“We’ve never been presented with a situation like this where we, in effect, get some
land back,” McCool said. “A diminished Lake Powell presents a splendid opportunity
to rectify some of these historical injustices. We can have a just, fair, equitable, and
inclusive collaborative process to decide what to do with Glen Canyon.”
“We’ve never been presented with a situation like this where we, in effect, get some
land back. A diminished Lake Powell presents a splendid opportunity to rectify some
of these historical injustices. We can have a just, fair, equitable, and inclusive
collaborative process to decide what to do with Glen Canyon.”
Indigenous groups, who were displaced from their ancestral homeland, were left out
of the original agreement and subsequent negotiations, resulting in severe and
persistent water inequities. Returning Glen Canyon back to river level would be a step
toward restorative justice for First Nations of the Colorado Plateau, said former
Navajo Nation Council Delegate, Mark Maryboy.
He was elected as the first Native American county commissioner in Utah history in
1986. “Draining the lake would begin the healing process for Native Americans,”
Maryboy told me. “Now is the moment and the longer the delay, the more damage is
done.”
Maryboy is hopeful that the first Native American Secretary of the Interior, Deb
Haaland, who is Laguna Pueblo, will do something about it. Two of the
administrative bodies holding much of the power over what happens with the Glen
Canyon, the Bureau of Reclamation and the Upper Colorado River Commission,
which oversee the dam and water allocation respectively, declined to comment for
this story.
The 29 tribes in the basin hold senior legal rights to roughly 20% of the water in the
Colorado River. The tribes are in a position to play a significant role in balancing
water demand and supply and otherwise shaping the future of the region if they are
not excluded from the process. McCool said water leasing and marketing could be a
sorely needed new source of income for tribal groups holding water rights.

If Not Now, When?

David McNew (Getty Images) Carp surface at Dangling Rope Marina, reachable only
by boat 43 miles from Glen Canyon Dam, at Lake Powell on March 26, 2007 near
Page, Arizona.
Floyd Dominy worshipped dams so much so that he built 16 of them on his property
in the Shenandoah Valley alone. In all his dam building, however, the typically
unrepentant Dominy seemed to acknowledge the great folly of Glen Canyon.
“I want to apologize to you,” Dominy said to Ingebretsen, before signing and dating
the cocktail napkin sketch. “I want to apologize to you about the destruction of the
Grand Canyon, we didn’t anticipate that,” he admitted, referring to the stranglehold
his dam placed on the delicate downstream habitat in one of the nation’s most
treasured national parks.
“I also want to apologize to you about Cataract Canyon [a famous 14-mile, or
23-kilometer, stretch of rapids beloved by river rafters]. I’m sorry.”
If Dominy had tried to build Glen Canyon Dam today, it would be dead in the water.
Not only would it be illogical from a water governance standpoint, it’s unlikely that it
would get through the environmental review process now required by the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1970.

The mad dam-building of the last century has given way to an era of dam-unbuilding,
with most of the nation’s more than 1,200 dams dismantled in the past two
decades and significant removals scheduled.
While a full disassembly of the Glen Canyon Dam is too costly and impractical,
allowing the water to go around it isn’t. Bypassing Glen Canyon was a hard
argument to hear when Lake Powell was full, which it last was in 1999.
Now that the lake is two-thirds empty, the climate has warmed, the precipitation has
dried up, science has advanced, and social values have progressed, it is time to
seriously consider the Fill Mead First proposal.
The ecological value of filling Mead first has been given insufficient weight by those
who have the final say over its fate. As critics of the proposal focus on how little water
filling Mead first would save, the reservoir shrinks toward dead pool.
Meanwhile, the canyon ecosystems that have reemerged are proof life can return. The
more time that passes before redress, the more difficult the task becomes, more
than 2.3 million tons of sediment accumulate in Lake Powell daily.
The situation on the Colorado River might feel perilous at the moment, but it offers a
chance to do the right thing for this and future generations. The collaborative
relationship holding last century’s dam-obsessed water management framework
together is fraying, creating an opportunity for a flexible new framework that McCool
said must be led by the Secretary of the Interior.
Sacrifices by all those who depend on the Colorado River must be made. Lower basin
states must make significant efforts toward lessening their dependence on distant
water sources and pledge to decommission significant acreage of unsustainable
agricultural land. It is time for states to do the hard thing and make deep changes.
The rewilding of Glen Canyon would be a step toward a sustainable new framework,
one that places greater value on river ecosystem health across the West and
Indigenous rights.
Corrections 10/05/2021, 1:45PM: Eric Balken’s quote referring to an owl and an
evaporation comparison have been adjusted since publication.

The Pentagon's ominous report on China's military power
Sean Durns - Examiner
The Pentagon this week released its annual assessment on Chinese military and
security developments. The report aims to "provide background on China’s national
security, foreign policy goals, economic plans and military development."

Washington Examiner
What it really illuminates, however, are the expansionist objectives of the Chinese
Communist Party.
For a start, the Pentagon now projects that China is likely to have at least 1,000
deliverable nuclear warheads by 2030. The Pentagon estimates that Beijing may have
"up to 700 nuclear deliverable warheads by 2027." The analysis also indicates that
China may have already established a "nascent nuclear triad," which includes the
ability to launch nuclear missiles from the air, sea, and ground.
Unsurprisingly, China’s People’s Liberation Army-Navy is predicted to continue
growing. China, the report notes, already has "numerically the largest navy in the
world with an overall battle force of approximately 355 ships and submarines." In
2019, Beijing commissioned its first domestically produced aircraft carrier.
Sea power has long been the primary means by which countries project influence.
And it isn’t unusual for a nation to expand its naval power as its economy, and thus
its interests, grow.
What is striking, however, is the PLAN's rapid ability to build its navy and to get its
vessels sea-ready — particularly when contrasted with the United States. The PLAN
is expected to have a battle force of 420 ships by 2025 and 460 ships by 2030.
This is far beyond the U.S. Navy's projected strength. The Hudson Institute's Seth
Cropsey has recently charged that the Navy is "hobbled by questionable training, a
shortage of personnel, and a general unpreparedness to fight and prevail in a war."
Should a war with China occur over Taiwan, Cropsey has warned that the U.S. Navy
"will face a serious erosion of its combat power after only a handful of Chinese
missile barrages."

China also looks set to increase its ballistic missile capabilities. The PLA’s
intermediate-range ballistic missiles are predicted to increase in stock by as much as
33%.
Nor does the Pentagon’s new assessment leave little doubt about the direction of
Chinese air power. In 2019, Chinese military planners sought to transition from
territorial air defense to "offensive and defensive operations." They seem to be
making progress.
The People’s Liberation Army Air Force is "rapidly catching up to Western air
forces." The Pentagon warns that "this trend is gradually eroding longstanding and
significant U.S. military technical advantages … in the air domain."
Chinese space, counter-space, and cyber-warfare capabilities are also predicted to
increase dramatically. Overall, the Defense Department warns, China is looking to
"project and sustain military power at greater distances … not just within the
immediate environments … but throughout the Indo-Pacific region and indeed,
around the world."
On the day that the Pentagon’s report was published, the chairman of Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Gen. Mark Milley, told the Aspen Security Forum that China wants to challenge
the U.S. globally. This much seems clear.
What is less certain, however, is whether Americans and their elected representatives
are as alarmed as our defense planners. They should be.
(The writer is a foreign affairs analyst based in Washington, D.C. His views are his
own.)

Maybe it’s time the Washington Post and the New York Times return those Russian
collusion Pulitzers
Becket Adams - Examiner
Did you know there’s a process whereby an undeserved Pulitzer Prize may be
returned?

Washington Examiner
Disgraced former Washington Post reporter Janet Cooke in 1981 returned hers after
it was discovered she fabricated the feature story that won her the award in the first
place.
It’s worth revisiting this factoid this week with the news the primary source for the
infamous Steele Dossier — which launched two solid years of white-knuckled,
award-winning Russian collusion news coverage — has been indicted on five counts
of lying to federal investigators about how and where he got his supposed
information.
Igor Danchenko is accused of making several significant false claims, one of the
biggest being he was informed of a “conspiracy of cooperation” between Moscow
and the Trump 2016 campaign by a man federal authorities identify only as the
president of the Russian-American Chamber of Commerce.
The federal indictment plainly accuses Danchenko of contributing multiple
exaggerations, rumors, and flat-out lies to the Steele Dossier.
The indictment also alleges Danchenko received a good deal of his supposed
information from a longtime Democratic Party operative with ties to Hillary Clinton’s
2016 presidential campaign instead of actual intelligence experts with keen and
relevant knowledge of the Kremlin’s inner workings.
Danchenko told federal investigators he did not receive certain information from a
Democratic operative. Federal authorities say this is a lie. The indictment likewise
hints at the possibility Danchenko worked recently for a Russian intelligence agency.
Insofar as the indictment’s suggestion that Danchenko may be in bed with Russian
intelligence is concerned, it’s worth recalling the FBI conducted a counterintelligence
investigation from 2009 to 2011 to assess his “documented contacts with suspected
Russian intelligence officers.”

The operation was “based on information by the FBI indicating that the Primary
Sub-Source may be a threat to national security,” the agency explained, according to
declassified records.
If the indictment’s charges prove true, it means the primary source for the dossier
used to secure authorization from the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court to spy
on one-time Trump campaign aide Carter Page — the same dossier that served as the
foundation for the years long Russian collusion news cycle — is a complete fraud.
And not just a fraud, but a fraud who allegedly conspired with Clinton-connected
Democratic operatives and Russian intelligence services.
In other words, on top of everything else that undercuts the credibility of the Steele
Dossier, including that it is as absurd as it is uncorroborated, it appears
increasingly likely it is the product of a Kremlin counterintelligence operation, one in
which Democrats may have played a key role.
The Washington Post, which won a Pulitzer for its coverage of the supposed
election-year conspiracy between the Trump campaign and Moscow, stated the
obvious this week, reporting, “The [federal] allegations cast new uncertainty on some
past reporting on the dossier by news organizations, including the Washington Post.”
The New York Times, which similarly won a Pulitzer for its reporting on the alleged
Trump-Russia conspiracy, had no such moment of introspection following news of the
charges against Danchenko.
Perhaps former President Donald Trump has a point. Knowing what we know already
about the Steele Dossier, most especially that it amounted to a big, fat nothing,
perhaps it’s time the Washington Post and the New York Times take a page from
Janet Cooke’s book and return the Pulitzers they won for their ultimately pointless
and very likely Kremlin-manipulated coverage of the collusion allegations.
And should the indictment’s charges prove true, and the New York Times and
the Washington Post still refuse to return the awards, perhaps the Pulitzer committee
should rescind them itself.
Then again, considering the Pulitzer committee decided in 2003 not to revoke the
prize it awarded in 1932 to New York Times reporter Walter Duranty for his coverage
(or lack thereof) of the Soviet Union, which the New York Times itself conceded in
1990 was “some of the worst reporting” ever to appear in its pages, we’d be wise not
to hold our breath.

Skeletal remains of missing man from 38 years ago are found
Alyssa Guzman - Dailymail.Com & AP

Daily Mail MailOnline logo
Skeletal remains found in Colorado’s Rocky Mountain National Park are believed to
be those of a 27-year-old man from West Germany who disappeared during a
multi-day mountaineering trip nearly 40 years ago, park officials said.
Rudi Moder, an experienced winter mountaineer who was living in Fort Collins,
Colorado, started his excursion over Thunder Pass and into the park February 13,
1983.
His roommate reported him overdue February 19, 1983.
Searchers started looking for Moder the following day, but more than a foot of fresh
snow prevented them from immediately finding tracks or other clues.
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The only major clues found during the four-day search were a food cache belonging
to Moder that was discovered at the mouth of a canyon in the northwest corner of the
park and a nearby snow cave with Moder’s sleeping bag and other gear and items
inside.
The search included teams on skis and snowshoes, a dog trained to find people in
avalanche debris and a helicopter. Additional searches were conducted that spring
and into the summer.
In August 2020, a hiker found human remains near avalanche debris in the Skeleton
Gulch area.
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Park officials say a thorough investigation could not be completed at the time because
they had to shift priorities to fighting two massive wildfires. Snow then blanketed the
area above 11,000 feet.
This summer, park rangers returned to the area and found skis, poles, boots and other
personal items believed to have belonged to Moder. The FBI Evidence Response
Team assisted park rangers with remains they recovered.
The Grand County Coroner’s Office tried to confirm the identity of the remains
through dental records, but the results were inconclusive.
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Still, park officials say they consider the case closed and are working with the
German government to repatriate the remains.
'Officials have worked extensively with the German government for repatriation,
family notification and dental record analysis,' the park's statement said.
His immediate family is reported in Western Germany.
East Germany and West Germany were reunited as of October 3, 1990.

France and Germany seem to forget who's behind Russia's war on Ukraine
Doug Klain (opinion contributor) - The Hill
After witnessing nearly eight years of the Kremlin's war on Ukraine, one would think
the international community would be clear-eyed about what kind of a war is being
waged in the Donbas region and who is responsible for it.
France and Germany's recent strange attempts at whataboutism, spurred by a
Ukrainian drone strike last week, unfairly let Moscow off the hook for the conflict it
keeps alive and kicking.

(RAMIL SITDIKOV/SPUTNIK/AFP via Getty Images) France and Germany seem to
forget who's behind Russia's war on Ukraine
For years now, the Kremlin has been waging a hybrid war against the United States
and its partners - ranging from election interference and assassinating
dissidents living in the West to fueling secessionist movements and the recent energy
crisis in Europe.
Russia's war on Ukraine is the spearpoint of this campaign, and Washington's efforts
to counteract Moscow will be seriously weakened if its partners aren't on the same
page.
On Oct. 26, Russian-backed fighters used artillery to fire on Ukrainian military
positions near Hranitne, one of many violations of the Minsk II ceasefire, killing one
soldier and wounding another. In accordance with protocol established by the peace
process, Ukrainian forces used diplomatic channels to call for a ceasefire.
When the guns continued to barrage Kyiv's forces, Ukraine deployed a recently
purchased Turkish-made Bayraktar unmanned aerial combat vehicle on the
Ukrainian side of the frontlines, launching a drone strike on one of the artillery
positions - it worked, and the shelling ended with no further casualties. The Ukrainian
forces even quickly posted footage of the attack on Facebook and explained the
operation.
France condemned the drone strike, saying that it was "concerned" by the Bayraktar's
deployment and by the "increasingly frequent use of heavy weaponry" in violation of
the ceasefire. Germany criticized that "all sides are using drones, which, according to
the Minsk agreement, is reserved for the OSCE alone." Germany also cited the 2014
Minsk Memorandum in which all sides agreed not to use "foreign drones."
Ukrainian Ambassador to Germany Andrij Melnyk expressed outrage and called on
Germany to - instead of being "concerned" - redouble its efforts as a mediator and
"put Moscow in its place."

Ukrainian troops were wounded and killed, followed protocol by using mandated
channels to demand an end to the attack, and finally hit back with their own weapons
when the Russian-backed forces refused to cease fire. It is deeply strange that France
and Germany reacted the way they did, especially given the serious disparity and
restraint Ukrainian forces show when provoked by those on the other side of the
trenches.
Generally, the Russian side attacks twice as much as the Ukrainian side. In
September, Russian forces and Russian-backed militants attacked 207 times while
Kyiv's forces fired back 107 times.
According to Nolan Peterson, who recently embedded along the frontlines, the
Ukrainian forces are hesitant to respond to these provocations for two main reasons:
firing would expose their positions, and would give Moscow ammunition to keep
falsely painting them as the aggressors in this conflict that Russia started in 2014. As
Peterson reports, Ukrainian troops are often wary of gathering in close groups for
risk of inviting a Russian drone strike.
The unfortunate reality on the ground is that all ceasefires have not held and the
international peace process to de-escalate the conflict has continued to fail. This is
not because Ukrainians are war-hungry - it's because the Kremlin has intentionally
kept the conflict alive, deploying its officers to direct forces in Donbas, supplying and
funding them, and all the while using the frontlines as a "finishing school" for its
operators - especially snipers - to gain combat experience.
Moscow does this because every day the conflict continues, it believes Ukraine will be
barred from joining NATO and integrating closer with the rest of Europe. It gives
Vladimir Putin the chance to continue asserting that what was once known as the
"Near Abroad" is Russia's sphere of influence, and that Ukrainians only have the
right to determine their own path so long as it leads back to Moscow. In a recent
polemic, Putin threatened to further partition their country.
Despite the thoroughly documented situation on Ukraine's frontlines that show how
one-sided Moscow's aggression is against Kyiv, France and Germany responded to
the Bayraktar incident by saying that both sides were at fault. There are few ways to
justify these kinds of statements while acknowledging the same reality on the ground
witnessed by those experiencing it firsthand.
Thankfully the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv brought some sanity to the table, saying in
a statement that it urges "Let's be clear - The Russia-led side has repeatedly deployed
howitzer artillery and drones against Ukrainian forces ... Official Russian rhetoric
suggesting Ukraine is aggravating the situation is not only misleading, it serves to
escalate tensions."
The reality is that for all of Ukraine's impressive advancements in recent years especially the continuing modernization a decayed Soviet-era military out of necessity
- Russian forces can still overwhelm it should Putin choose to. Shows of solid support
from international partners are essential, as when the U.S. stood by Ukraine when the
Kremlin massed forces on its border this spring.

Whether France and Germany are making these missteps because Paris may
still hope for an entente with Moscow or because Berlin is waking up to the threat of
Russia's Nord Stream 2 pipeline remains to be seen. Ukrainians know that when
Russian artillery is killing its troops, great power politics take a backseat to getting
the shooting to stop.
(Doug Klain is a program assistant with the Atlantic Council's Eurasia Center.
Follow him on Twitter @DougKlain.)

Chinese man convicted on aviation spy charges
BBC News
A Chinese intelligence officer has been convicted by a US jury of plotting to steal
secrets from aviation companies, according to the US justice department.

Reuters LEAP engines for jetliners at a GE Aviation factory - the firm was one of
those targeted by Xu Yanjun for trade secrets.
Xu Yanjun was found guilty of five counts relating to economic espionage and trade
secret theft.
He faces up to 60 years in prison and fines of more than $5m (£3.7m). Xu was first
arrested in Belgium in 2018 and is possibly the first Chinese operative to be
extradited to the US for trial.
Chinese authorities have not commented publicly on Friday's verdict. Beijing has
previously dismissed the accusations, saying there was no basis to the charges.
According to a statement by the US justice department, Xu is a senior member of the
Jiangsu branch of China's Ministry of State Security - an agency responsible for
counter-intelligence, foreign intelligence and internal security.

Xu was accused of targeting employees at several companies based in the US, among
other countries since at least 2013.
In one instance, he arranged for a GE Aviation employee to travel to China in 2017 to
give a presentation at a university - paying for their travel expenses and a stipend.
The following year, Xu asked the expert for "system specification, design process"
information. With co-operation from the company - which was working with the FBI the employee emailed Xu a two-page document labelled as having sensitive
information.

Getty Images The CIA has described China as the greatest technological threat to the
United States
Xu later asked the employee to send a copy of the file directory for his work-issued
computer. He also tried to arrange to meet the employee in Belgium, leading to his
eventual arrest.
"For those who doubt the real goals of [China], this should be a wakeup call," said
FBI Assistant Director Alan Kohler. "They are stealing American technology to
benefit their economy and military."
The charges come at a time of raised tension between the two countries - with China
recently testing a new form of hypersonic missile, and US President Joe Biden
pledging to protect Taiwan from any Chinese military incursion.
According to CNN, CIA Director Bill Burns described China as the greatest
technological threat to the US. Last month he said the spy agency would boost its
efforts towards China.

Does Biden know even who's in charge of the Biden administration?
Christopher Tremoglie - Examiner

The Wall Street Journal reported on Oct. 28 that the Biden administration was
considering compensating families who were separated at the border during the
Trump administration up to $450,000 per person.
This was to be done in consideration for the trauma they endured after they were
separated after breaking the law and illegally entering the country.

Washington Examiner
However, just a day ago, Biden seemed to nix the idea, calling such reports “garbage.”
He said it was “not gonna happen.” But then the ACLU started saying in public that
Biden doesn’t know what he is talking about.
“President Biden may not have been fully briefed about the actions of his very own
Justice Department as it carefully deliberated and considered the crimes committed
against thousands of families separated from their children as an intentional
governmental policy,” said Anthony Romero, ACLU executive director.
Did he know something Biden didn't?
White House principal deputy press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre also contradicted
Biden on Nov. 3, saying that the president is “perfectly comfortable” with giving
money to the families who broke the law by coming into the country illegally.
So ... clearly Biden is not in charge of his own administration. He is not the acting
president who makes the decisions.
So who is?
Either the ACLU is dictating Biden administration policy, or Biden doesn't remember
his own decisions. Neither of those is a good look for Biden, or, quite frankly, for the
United States.

The more the truth comes out about this issue, the more chaotic and disorganized
Biden's White House appears. So who really is running the country? It sure doesn't
look like it's Biden.

What you need to know about the new U.S. international air travel rules
Reuters
(Reuters) - The Biden administration's new rules requiring most foreign nationals to
be vaccinated before flying to the United States take effect at 12:01 a.m. EST (0501
GMT) Nov. 8.

Reuters/Carlos Barria FILE PHOTO: Passengers gather near Delta airline's counter
as they check-in their luggage at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, in
Atlanta
Here's what you need to know:
* Starting Nov. 8, foreign air travelers to the United States will be required to be fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 and provide proof of vaccination status prior to
boarding an airplane to fly to the United States, with limited exceptions.
* Passengers will need to show an "official source" showing vaccination status, and
airlines will need to match the name and date of birth to confirm the passenger is the
same person reflected on the proof of vaccination.
* The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has said it will accept
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved or authorized and World Health
Organization (WHO) emergency use listed vaccines.

* All travelers must produce a negative viral test result within three days prior to
travel to the United States. Unvaccinated U.S. citizens and others getting exemptions
must provide a negative test taken within one day before traveling.
* Children under 18 are excepted from the vaccination requirement but children
between the ages of 2 and 17 are required to take a pre-departure test. Unvaccinated
foreign nationals under 18 will not
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/cdc-clarifies-unvaccinated-young-foreign-travelers
-do-not-need-quarantine-2021-10-30 have to self-quarantine upon arrival.
* If traveling with a fully vaccinated adult, an unvaccinated child can test three days
prior to departure, but if an unvaccinated child is traveling alone or with
unvaccinated adults, they will have to test within one day before departure.
* Exemptions include certain COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial participants, those with
valid medical reasons for not getting vaccinated and those who need to travel for
emergency or humanitarian reasons, but they will need a U.S. government-issued
letter affirming the urgent need to travel.
* The CDC said there are no exceptions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#faqoverview for the vaccine requirements "for religious reasons or other moral
convictions."
* Non-tourist travelers from nearly 50 countries
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#global-vaccinations with nationwide
vaccination rates of less than 10% will be exempt from the requirements but must
agree within 60 days to get vaccinated under most conditions.
* Travelers must sign an attestation
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/vax-order-passenger-attestation-10-25-21-p.pdf
that they have been vaccinated and are warned that "willfully providing false or
misleading information may lead to criminal fines and imprisonment."
* The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) plans
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/cruise/pdf/Vax-Order-10-25-21-p.pdf to issue a
security directive that provides the legal basis for airlines to check vaccine records.
* The CDC also issued a Contact Tracing Order
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/CDC-Global-Contact-Tracing-Order-10-25-202
1-p.pdf that requires all airlines flying into the United States to collect and keep on
hand for 30 days and disclose to the CDC if needed contact information including
phone numbers, email and U.S. addresses that will allow health officials to track
infections. The collection requirements take effect Nov. 8.
*The CDC released a travel assessment
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel/travel-asse
ssment/index.html tool on Monday for people planning international trips, including
an extensive question and answer

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#faq
section for travelers.
(Reporting by David Shepardson; Editing by Stephen Coates)

Biden admin considering shutting down another pipeline, drawing criticism and
dire warnings as winter nears
Jon Brown - Fox News
The Biden administration is reportedly weighing the potential market consequences of
shutting down an oil pipeline in Michigan, drawing criticism from opponents.
Former Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm, Biden's energy secretary, predicted
Sunday that heating prices will rise this winter regardless of the Biden
administration's decision on the pipeline. "Yeah, this is going to happen. It will be
more expensive this year than last year," Granholm told CNN.
The administration has yet to decide on what to do with Line 5 and officials were
gathering information only to present a clear picture of the situation, according to
sources who spoke to Politico.
Line 5 is part of a network that moves crude oil and other petroleum products from
western Canada, transporting about 540,000 barrels per day. Petroleum is taken
from the pipeline in Escanaba, Michigan.
Jayson Haynes, the director of environmental policy at the Mackinac Center for
Public Policy, blasted the Biden administration for its energy policies, telling Fox
News that their work on Line 5 is "just one more example of being divorced from
reality."
"They're planning to power an industrial nation like the United States on solar panels
and wind turbines," Haynes said, while noting that even the solar panels and wind
turbines require "oil, natural gas, nuclear and even coal" to be produced.
Haynes presented a dire picture of what shutting Line 5 could mean if people are
unable to get natural gas or the electricity it provides as the nation heads into winter.
"I hope it doesn't end like this, but where I see it going is unfortunately the same thing
that happened in February in Texas: People freezing in their homes," he said, adding,
"Most of the time when it's extremely cold or there's a real bad polar vortex situation,
typically it's pretty cloudy and there's not a lot of wind."
Explaining he has trouble understanding why some Western leaders seem unable to
grasp the importance of reliable, affordable energy and electricity for everyday
citizens, Haynes said, "It seems like the only nations that understand that we require
reliable, affordable dispatchable energy is China and Russia. And they're the only
ones that are producing energy and they're more than happy to hold that energy
hostage for the rest of the world."

The Biden administration's move on Line 5 has drawn criticism from Republican
lawmakers in Congress, more than a dozen of whom sent a letter to Biden on Nov. 4
warning against such a move as gas prices surge 50%.
Rep. Bob Latta, R-Ohio, wrote, "As we enter the winter months and temperatures
drop across the Midwest, the termination of Line 5 will undoubtedly further
exacerbate shortages and price increases in home heating fuels like natural gas and
propane at a time when Americans are already facing rapidly rising energy prices,
steep home heating costs, global supply shortages, and skyrocketing gas prices."
The Biden administration canceled the Keystone XL pipeline in January, but has
since waived sanctions against a pipeline for Russia to ship energy to Germany,
effectively approving that pipeline.

Satellite images show China built mock-ups of U.S. warships
Associated Press (AP)
BEIJING — Satellite images show China has built mock-ups of a U.S. Navy aircraft
carrier and destroyer in its northwestern desert, possibly for practice for a future
naval clash as tensions rise between the nations.

AP Photo: Satellite images show China has built mock-ups of a U.S. Navy aircraft
carrier and destroyer.
China has massively upgraded its military in recent years, and its capability and
intentions are increasingly concerning to the United States as tensions rise over the
South China Sea, Taiwan and military supremacy in the Indo-Pacific.

The images captured by Colorado-based satellite imagery company Maxar
Technologies dated Sunday show the outlines of a U.S. aircraft carrier and at least
one destroyer sitting on a railway track.
Maxar identified the location as Ruoqiang, a Taklamakan Desert county in the
northwestern Xinjiang region.
The independent U.S. Naval Institute said on its website that the mock-ups of U.S.
ships were part of a new target range developed by the People's Liberation Army.
It wasn't clear from the images how many details had been included in the apparent
targets, although USNI said it had identified features on the destroyer including its
funnels and weapons systems.
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said at a daily briefing
Monday that he had no information about the images, saying, “I’m not aware of the
situation you mentioned."
China's massive military upgrade has emphasized countering the U.S. and other
countries' naval forces.
That includes the development of land, sea and air-launched missiles to repel and
possibly sink opposing vessels, expressed most emphatically by the land-based
DF-21D ballistic missile known as the “carrier killer."
Recent months have also seen a substantial increase in Chinese military flights just
southwest of Taiwan, the self-governing island republic claimed by Beijing and which
it threatens to annex by force.
Washington provides Taiwan with much of its weaponry and U.S. law requires that it
ensures the island can defend itself and treats threats to it as matters of “grave
concern."
The images released by Maxar come amid growing concerns over the possibility of
military conflict between the world's two biggest economies, who are at odds over a
litany of political and economic issues.
The Pentagon this month issued a report saying China is expanding its nuclear force
much faster than U.S. officials predicted just a year ago. That appears designed to
enable Beijing to match or surpass U.S. global power by midcentury, the report said.
S. defense officials have said they are increasingly wary of China’s intentions, largely
with regard to the status of Taiwan.
"The PLA's evolving capabilities and concepts continue to strengthen (China’s)
ability to ‘fight and win wars’ against a ‘strong enemy’ — a likely euphemism for the
United States,” the report said.
China's navy and coast guard are also adding new vessels at a record pace,
concentrating them in the South China Sea, the strategic waterway that China claims
virtually in its entirety.

While the U.S. Navy remains predominant, its resources are divided between the
Indo-Pacific, the Persian Gulf, the Mediterranean and other regions where American
interests lie.
China’s test of a hypersonic weapon capable of partially orbiting Earth before
reentering the atmosphere and gliding on a maneuverable path to its target also
surprised top U.S. military leaders.
Beijing insisted it was testing a reusable space vehicle, not a missile, but the weapon
system’s design is meant to evade U.S. missile defenses.
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the test was “very close”
to being a “Sputnik moment,” akin to the 1957 launching by the Soviet Union of the
world’s first space satellite, which fed fears the United States had fallen behind
technologically.

Did the Biden administration push to tax Social Security?
Greg Heilman - ASEnglish
During the presidential campaign then-candidate Biden made proposals to shore up
Social Security benefits. Due to budget shortfalls over the years the trust funds that
support the program are at risk of being depleted in 13 years according to the Social
Security Administration’s latest estimates.

MANDEL NGAN (AFP) A proposal in the House by Democrats called Social Security
2100: A Sacred Trust hopes to gain bipartisan support and shore up Social Security
benefits.
During the campaign there were misleading posts on Facebook attacking Biden's
record as a senator for increasing taxes on Social Security, and his campaign tax
proposals claiming he would tax retirement accounts. Now there is a proposal in the

House being reintroduced which hopes to garner bipartisan support, shore up the
program and increase benefits.
Social Security taxes for high-incomes
The Social Security Administration announced an historic cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA) to benefits in October of 5.9 percent. This was the result of
higher-than-normal inflation as the US rebounds from the pandemic-induced
economic crisis which affected the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners
and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) upon which the COLA is calculated.
At the same time the new Social Security taxable maximum on incomes for those
contributing was increased but at a lower level than the previous two years. The
contribution and benefit base, also known as the taxable maximum, is based on the
National Average Wage Index. The payroll tax for contributions to Social Security
will now apply to the first $147,000 of workers’ net earnings in 2022.
Social Security 2100: A Sacred Trust would reapply Social Security taxes on wages at
$400,000 and up, leaving a “donut hole” for earnings in between that threshold and
the $147,000 taxable maximum. This is what President Biden had proposed when
campaigning thus keeping his promise not to raise taxes on those earning less than
$400,000.
When campaigning President Biden had also proposed equalizing the tax benefits of
traditional retirement accounts, such as IRA and 401(k) contributions, providing a
refundable tax credit in place of traditional deductibility. So far such a measure
hasn’t been mooted in the Social Security 2100 proposal.
Reduced taxes for some beneficiaries
The Social Security 2100: A Sacred Trust would raise thresholds above which income
including Social Security is taxed. Currently individual beneficiaries with income
over $25,000 and couples with income over $32,000 pay income taxes. The Social
Security 2100: A Sacred Trust calls for raising the threshold to $35,000 for
individuals and $50,000 for couples.
President Biden’s campaign proposals didn’t mention the threshold thus making
fewer recipients liable to pay tax on their benefits, but during the 2020 campaign he
was falsely held singularly responsible for Social Security benefits being taxed in the
first place on Facebook posts. Prior to 1983 Social Security benefits were not
taxed but that year Congress passed a bipartisan bill that taxed 50 percent of benefits
above a certain threshold.
Then-Senator Biden was one of the 88 senators that voted in favor of the measure to
help keep the Social Security trust fund for retirement benefits from running out of
money. Again in 1993 then-Senator Biden voted in favor of creating a second
higher-tier above which 85 percent of Social Security benefits could be
taxed. Currently about half of Social Security recipients pay no federal income tax on
their benefits.

How Long Can China Chase Covid Zero? Here’s What the Experts Say
Bloomberg News
(Bloomberg) -- China is resolutely sticking with its zero-tolerance approach to
Covid-19, even as the delta variant continues to penetrate its formidable defenses.
Officials are implementing increasingly aggressive measures — ranging from internal
travel restrictions and snap lockdowns to mass testing of millions — in an attempt to
rein in the virus.
Yet more parts of the country are grappling with outbreaks than at any time since the
deadly pathogen first emerged in Wuhan in 2019. Hundreds of locally transmitted
infections have been found in about two thirds of its provinces.
The last of the major Covid Zero holdouts, China is becoming ever more isolated, and
its unpredictable curbs are beginning to disrupt the world’s second-largest economy.
How long can the vast nation maintain its strategy as the rest of the world learns to
live with Covid, and what factors might force the country to re-open?
The Health Experts
“My personal estimate is China won’t reopen for another year,” said Chen
Zhengming, an epidemiology professor at the University of Oxford.
The country’s success with suppressing flareups has won public approval, he pointed
out, while places treating the virus as endemic are seeing “what the government fears
— once you relax, cases surge.”
“China’s vaccination rate is very high, but most are vaccinated with an inactivated
shot” that is less effective than an mRNA inoculation. “Without adequate coverage of
boosters and a significant change in outbreaks elsewhere, I think the chance of China
reopening and giving up Covid Zero is small,” he said.
Otherwise, the Communist Party is “not going to change unless it gets to a situation
where they can’t control [the virus] any more.”
One way out of Covid Zero may be to “pick a few places to start experimenting with
controllable risks,” he said. Testing what happens once extreme measures are
abandoned “will give people tremendous confidence,” he said.
But even if the government opts to stay isolated for another three or four years,
“China is such a big country, it could sustain itself still pretty well internally,” he
said.
Another reason to hold off on re-opening is the health system, according to Jason
Wang, director of Stanford University’s Center for Policy, Outcomes and Prevention.
“It’s already difficult to get care in many cities,” he said. “A little bit of a surge could
just really overwhelm hospital capacity and that could lead to social unrest.”
“It’s difficult to predict how long” Covid Zero will last, he added. “It could last a
long time.”

Bloomberg Delta’s Revenge
Yanzhong Huang, a senior fellow for global health at the New York-based Council on
Foreign Relations, expects no change until after the 20th Party Congress in late 2022
at the earliest. “The Chinese government doesn’t allow and couldn’t afford any risks
before that.”
A shift in the state media’s tone may signal that a government pivot is coming, he
added. As long as reporting remains so critical of infection numbers in more open
countries, “it’s very unlikely they could win the trust of their people when changing
the policy abruptly.”
However a winter surge in cases could still force the government into a rethink within
weeks, said Peter Collignon, an infectious disease physician and professor at the
Australian National University Medical School.
“That’ll be about the time — January, probably — when they think, well, we’ve got a
lot of cases here and we’re just going to have to live with Covid and control it as best
as we can,” he said. New Zealand, Australia and Singapore “have taken very much
the Chinese approach” to the virus, he added, but “it actually has spread during their
winter periods.”
The Political Observers
“It would be a major shock if the party were to relent ahead of the Winter
Olympics and next year’s 20th party congress,” said George Magnus, a research
associate at Oxford University’s China Centre. “China sees its Covid record as a
badge of honor,” and a change in strategy would be seen in Beijing as an
embarrassment.

“It’s hard to see China running the risk of relaxation before their vaccines have
improved,” Magnus added. “I can’t see any circumstances influencing the decision to
persist with zero Covid and keep foreign visitors largely out.”
Frank Tsai, a lecturer at the Emlyon Business School’s Shanghai campus and founder
of consulting firm China Crossroads, agrees the government will be “extremely
reluctant to abandon ‘zero Covid,’ so as to avoid any outbreaks that damage its
legitimacy.”
“China’s strong Covid response has been among the best arguments in favor of its
system of government, convincing both to Chinese themselves and to many
non-Chinese around the world,” he said.
However, the nation will “find it harder to counter ‘anti-China’ rhetoric without
foreigners who have actually been here who can argue its case.”
The Market Watchers
The transmissibility of delta means “China’s zero-tolerance approach may become
quite difficult, especially if other nations employ a different ‘living with Covid-19’
strategy,” said Jessica Tea, an investment specialist at BNP Paribas Asset
Management Asia Ltd.
The approach “could delay a full recovery of some services consumption, especially
in hospitality sectors,” she added. However Tea sees technology, life sciences and
energy-transition related stocks as growth areas for 2022.
Veteran investor Mark Mobius agrees holding to an elimination strategy won’t kill off
Chinese investment opportunities. “You can shut off China completely from the world
and you have still a very big domestic market which is very attractive.”
However, “if you look at Hong Kong as the gateway to China — for many, I would
say most, foreign investors — then the degree to which China’s cracking down and
extending that to Hong Kong is not a very good thing,” he said. “We have to wait and
see if it lasts for much longer. I think it’s definitely going to have a detrimental
effect.”
Jason Brady, chief executive officer and fund manager with Thornburg Investment
Management, said the policy gap between greater China and the rest of the world “is
going to become more and more stark.” As the reality of endemic coronavirus sets in,
“investors need to cast their minds forward to what’s the world going to look like six
months from now.”
The Economists
China’s approach “may cap the upside potential of the economy, especially for
consumption and the service sector,” said Shuang Ding, chief economist for Greater
China and North Asia at Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) Ltd. — but it also
curbs “the downside from an uncontrolled outbreak.” He expects the nation to stick
with Covid Zero “possibly until the conclusion of the NPC [National People’s
Congress] meetings in March.”

After that, China may reconsider “based on the experience of other countries,” he
said. “Especially those that have reached herd immunity vaccination rates and
decided to treat Covid as endemic.”
Inoculating the population is key even with a no-tolerance approach, said Bruce Pang,
head of macro and strategy research at China Renaissance Securities Hong Kong. “If
China sticks to its zero Covid strategy, we think a sustained and vibrant recovery in
China will not be seen without higher vaccination rates and availability of booster
shots.”
The Travel Professionals
“We really don’t know” when the nation will re-open its borders, said Gary
Bowerman, director of travel and tourism research firm Check-in Asia. “It’s clearly
not going to be before the Beijing Winter Olympics and that seems guaranteed. It
could be the second quarter of next year — or maybe another year.”
“You look at the recent travel period for the October holiday and it was a little bit
disappointing. So we don’t know how strong travel confidence is,” according to
Bowerman. When China does re-open, he expects it to be “in a very phased way.”
“The government has been quite public that they will continue to manage this in a
fairly tight manner at least until the middle of the next year,” said Jeffrey Goh, CEO
of the Star Alliance of 26 airlines.
But his organization is working with its Chinese members to “bring to the table the
medical and scientific evidence to persuade the authorities to look at things at a
slightly different light.” Goh added that his counterparts at OneWorld and SkyTeam
are mounting similar efforts.
Goh said the alliance is “optimistic” that the authorities may be convinced to change
tack. “We saw this work in Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan and Thailand,” he
added.

Marine who criticized Afghan exit argues ’17 years of good service’ for honorable
discharge, attorney says
Kristen Altus - Fox News
Lt. Col. Scheller’s attorney, parents make their case as GOP lawmakers request
honorable discharge
Stu and Cathy Scheller, parents of Lt. Col. Stuart Scheller, describe waiting for
resignation acceptance for the soldier who's 'putting his life on the line.'
The Marine who publicly criticized a chaotic Afghanistan exit, Lt. Col. Stuart Scheller
Jr., is using his "17 years of good service" to make a case for an honorable discharge,
according to Scheller’s attorney.

"Consider that for the past 17 years, he's either been in constant combat or training
for combat, and training others for combat," attorney Tim Parlatore told "Fox &
Friends Weekend" co-host Pete Hegseth on Sunday.
"Before this one incident right at the end, Stu Scheller really had a phenomenal
career," he continued, "and so we are asking the Secretary of the Navy to give him a
discharge that is consistent with the entirety of his career — not just this one event at
the end."
Parlatore’s comments come after 12 Republican lawmakers backed the motion for an
honorable discharge in a letter to U.S. Navy Secretary Carlos del Toro Friday,
vouching for Scheller’s "valorous service record."
Last month, Scheller was charged with nine counts of violating the Uniform Code of
Military Justice for posting a viral video slamming military leaders for the suicide
bombing that killed 13 service members and at least 169 Afghan civilians.
"By pleading guilty Lt. Col. Scheller took responsibility for speaking out against
whoever was responsible for the 4th deadliest day in the 20 years of armed conflict in
Afghanistan,’ the lawmakers wrote.
"The idea of picking a jury and pleading not guilty was never something that entered
Stu's mind," Parlatore said. "From the moment that he made this video, he knew that
he would be held accountable and he was willing to accept that."

Scheller’s parents also joined "Fox & Friends Weekend" to say it’d be a "travesty of
justice" for their son not to receive an honorable discharge.
"It's been very, very disheartening," his mother Cathy Scheller told Hegseth. "I would
like to put this ugly chapter behind us and move forward."
"He is still under a gag order," Stu Scheller Sr. said. "He can't even post a picture of
his dog. It is one of the most [sic] strictest gag orders ever… We’re just in a waiting
game."

Retired Army Staff Sergeant and Medal of Honor recipient David Bellavia later told
Hegseth in a separate interview Sunday that while he doesn’t disagree with an
honorable discharge, the military isn’t a place for political individualism.
"I don't want pro-Biden lieutenant colonels, just like I don't want
pro-Trump lieutenant colonels," Bellavia said. "I want lieutenant colonels. If
Congress wants to do something that's going to benefit the military, remove all social
media from all field-grade officers immediately."

The Schellers say they’re hoping for a discharge response from Secretary del Toro
by Veterans Day.
"I've always believed that the Marine Corps has stood for honor, integrity and
accountability," Scheller Sr. said, "and I'd like to see them show that."

That failed far-left magic.

UK scientists find gene that may double risk of COVID-19 death
Peter Aitken - Fox News
Around 60% of people with South Asian ancestry may have the gene variant but study
shows vaccine highly effective.
Fox News Flash top headlines are here. Check out what's clicking on Foxnews.com.
British scientists have identified a version of a gene that may indicate an increased
risk of lung failure as well as doubled risk of death from COVID-19.
Researchers at Oxford University announced their discovery Friday, saying it might
explain why some people are more susceptible than others to severe illness from the
virus. The discovery may also lead to development of more targeted treatments and
medicine to combat the coronavirus.
The research indicates that the lungs’ response to the virus is critical in how the body
fights against it.

Hospital COVID Healthcare workers during an intubation procedure to a COVID
patient
"The reason this has proved so difficult to work out, is that the previously identified
genetic signal affects the ‘dark matter’ of the genome," explained Jim Hughes,
professor of gene regulation and co-lead on the study.
"We found that the increased risk is not because of a difference in gene coding for a
protein, but because of a difference in the DNA that makes a switch to turn a gene
on," he said. "It’s much harder to detect the gene which is affected by this kind of
indirect switch effect."
Around 60% of people with South Asian ancestry carry the high-risk variant, the
researchers said. The high prevalence might help explain the severe devastation seen
in the Indian subcontinent.

A R.N. holds the hand of a COVID-19 patient in the Medical Intensive care unit
(MICU) at St. Luke's Boise Medical Center in Boise, Idaho on Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021.
More then half of the patients in the ICU are COVID-19 positive, none of which are
vaccinated. (AP Photo/Kyle Green) (AP Photo/Kyle Green)
Just about 15% of people with European ancestry carry the gene, and only 2% of
people of Afro-Caribbean descent.
The team used an artificial intelligence algorithm to comb an immense database of
genetic samples from hundreds of types of cells to isolate the action to cells that affect
the lungs.

A nurse gives a girl a dose of the Pfizer vaccine at a COVID-19 vaccine clinic at
Lyman High School in Longwood on the day before classes begin for the 2021-22
school year. (Photo by Paul Hennessy/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty Images)
"Surprisingly, as several other genes were suspected, the data showed that a
relatively unstudied gene called LZTFL1 causes the effect," said Dr. Damien Downes,
who led the laboratory work from the Hughes research group.
The gene prevents cells lining airways and the lungs from responding properly to the
virus, but it does not affect the immune system. This means that people who carry this
gene should respond normally to vaccines.

"Although we cannot change our genetics, our results show that the people with the
higher-risk gene are likely to particularly benefit from vaccination," said another
researcher, James Davis.
"Since the genetic signal affects the lung rather than the immune system it means that
the increased risk should be canceled out by the vaccine."

Quit playing the victim
China’s New ‘Starting Point’ Shows Xi Jinping Is Here to Stay
Bloomberg News
(Bloomberg) -- President Xi Jinping appeared more certain than ever to rule China
well into the current decade, as senior Communist Party officials declared that the
country had reached a new “historical starting point” under his leadership.

Photographer: NOEL CELIS/AFP China Hails New ‘Historical Starting Point’ After
Xi Resolution
A rare resolution passed earlier this week by the party’s Central Committee
confirmed that Xi’s “original ideas” and “transformative practices” had led China
into a new era, Wang Xiaohui, executive vice propaganda minister told a briefing
Friday in Beijing.
The declaration, which had not been released in full as of Friday afternoon,
suggested that Xi, 68, was just getting started as his second five-year term as party
leader winds down.
Only Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping have authored such doctrines before and both
documents helped those party titans lead China until their dying days.
“Certainly, Xi Jinping sees himself on par with those two leaders, which I think tell us
that he sees himself as a fundamental transformational leadership for China,” Jude
Blanchette, Freemman chair at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in
Washington, told Bloomberg Television. “I think we need to accept that he’s large
and in charge for the foreseeable future.”
The powerful Central Committee approved Xi’s magnum opus at a four-day meeting
that began Monday, according to a communique published late Thursday. Getting the
group of almost 400 members to sign off on his doctrine was a clear sign Xi has the
power base needed to clinch a third term at the next leadership congress, which the
communique said would be held in the second half of 2022.
Xi showed the nation was “standing at a new historical starting point, looking back at
the past and looking forward to the future,” Wang said. The readout’s call to
implement the president’s doctrine to achieve goals through 2049 was another sign he
was likely to secure a third term -- breaking a two-term precedent set by his
immediate predecessors.

The historical resolution stands among a series of milestones that Xi has passed on
his path to enduring rule. Those include getting himself declared the “core” of the
party in 2016, writing his name into the party charter in 2017 and abolishing a
constitutional provision limiting presidents to two terms in 2018.
“Xi now joins the pantheon of elite Chinese leaders who have not only commanded
the party, but also gained the equivalent of sainthood within the broader system,”
said Richard McGregor, a senior fellow at the Lowy Institute in Sydney and author of
the “The Party: The Secret World of China’s Communist Rulers.” Next year’s
leadership reshuffles might “give the world a hint of what trade-offs Xi has had to
make along the way,” McGregor said.
The Central Committee’s communique sounded a note of caution, warning that “we
must be absolutely certain that we make no catastrophic mistakes on fundamental
issues.” But it made no specific reference to past political traumas, such as the
Cultural Revolution or Great Leap Forward, which Wang described as matters
settled in previous resolutions.
At Friday’s briefing officials blasted Western democracy as a “game of the rich,”
while contrasting it with Xi’s call for “common prosperity.” China needed to “both
grow the pie and divide it better,” they said.
Officials said the Central Committee had also committed to:
Following a new development paradigm based on innovation and green
growth.Developing both the public and private sectors.Fighting monopolies and the
disorderly expansion of capital.Realizing common prosperity.Incentivizing people to
get rich through entrepreneurship.Improving social security and raising the share of
direct taxes.Acting “step by step” to reach peak carbon emissions, carbon neutrality.
While officials at the briefing celebrated Xi’s signature Belt and Road Initiative as a
“public good,” the trade-and-infrastructure program was notably left out of the
communique.
The document also credited Xi with moving Hong Kong from “chaos to governance,”
and added that Beijing had “firmly grasped a leadership role and initiative in
cross-strait relations,” referring to its fraught relationship with Taiwan.
The lack of a reference to the Belt and Road program indicated it “has become a
liability rather than an asset to Beijing’s foreign affairs,” said Jie Yu, a senior
research fellow on China at Chatham House.

The International Space Station swerved to narrowly avoid Chinese space junk. A
major impact would be a disaster.
Marianne Guenot (mguenot@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

NASA/Roscosmos The International Space Station photographed in November 2018.
NASA and Russia's space agency adjusted the course of the International Space
station (ISS) to avoid a collision with debris that was headed.
The fragment was a remnant of a Chinese weather satellite that was destroyed in a
missile test 15 years ago, Roscosmos, the space agency, said in a tweet on Wednesday,
around the time it adjusted course.
The debris was due to approach the space station some time on Friday if it hadn't
moved.
It was due to enter the "pizza box," a flat, rectangular zone 2.5 miles deep and 30
miles wide around the space station inside which any object is "close enough for
concern," per NASA.
"It just makes sense to go ahead and do this burn and put this behind us so we can
ensure the safety of the crew," said Joel Montalbano, NASA's space station manager,
at a press conference on Tuesday, per The New York Times.
Neither NASA nor Roscosmos said how big the fragment was. While a small fragment
may not have significantly damaged the station, large bits of space junk have the
potential to cause catastrophic damage.
The maneuver raised the space station's orbit by about a mile (1.2 km),
Roscmoscos said in a press release Thursday. The ISS fired its rockets for just over
six minutes to get out of the way, the Conversation reported.
It took place just a day before Crew-3 mission astronauts Thomas Marshburn, Raja
Chari, Kayla Barron, and Matthias Maurer arrived on the station.
Space junk: dangerous but 'highly manageable'
This is the 29th time the space station has had to dodge a piece of space junk,
according to The Times.

Space debris is made up of bits of often defunct spacecrafts broken apart in orbit, per
NASA. It can travel at speeds up to 17,500 mph, per NASA, about ten times the speed
of a bullet.
Even a fleck of paint from a rocket can be dangerous at this speed - for instance, if it
hits an observation dome.

ESA/NASA A picture of a chip in the ISS Cupola taken by ESA astronaut Tim Peake in
April 2016 ESA/NASA
"Space debris has the potential to cripple the ISS and kill the crew," Robert Frost,
Instructor and Flight Controller at NASA, said in a blog post in 2019. But the risk is
"highly managed," he said.
Ground-based crews track the biggest pieces of space junk to allow lead time to move
the ISS out of the way, as can be seen in this Insider video.
Anything above a third of an inch (1 cm) could penetrate the shields of the ISS's crew
modules, according to the ESA. Anything larger than 4 inches (10 cm) could shatter
the station to pieces, per ESA.
In this instance, the space junk came from an anti-satellite test conducted in 2007,
when China launched a missile against its own weather satellite - Fengyun-1C, per
NASA.
That collision created about 3,500 pieces of large fragments and many other small
ones, per NASA.
It wasn't immediately clear how big were the fragments predicted to cross paths with
the ISS this Friday, but ground team only track bigger objects that are bigger than a
softball, per NASA.

Collisions with smaller debris can also be damaging and are more unpredictable. In
June, NASA said that a small fragment had punched a 0.2-inch (5-millimeter) hole in
one of the ISS's robotic arms, Insider's Aylin Woodward previously reported.

NASA/Canadian Space Agency Photos show damage to a robotic arm on the
International Space Station, May 28, 2021.
Bigger fragments are also getting harder to track as an acceleration of space flight
activity has led to a dramatic increase of fragments orbiting the planet.
Last year, NASA moved the ISS after detecting a piece of "unknown space debris" that
would have flown within a mile of the space station Insider previously reported.
On that occasion, the astronauts still sealed themselves in a Soyuz rocke capsule,
which could act as an escape pod in case the station was damaged.

