The latest News Around Us in Mar #7
Hundreds of Ships Trapped by Ukraine War, Endangering Sailors and Global
Supply Chain
Benoit Faucon Follow and Joe Parkinson - Wall Street Journal
Port closings and missile strikes on vessels have ripple effects on trade, including
grain markets; terror aboard a Bangladeshi ship

Grain bulk carrier Namura Queen was hit by a rocket. CEMALEDDIN
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The crew on a Bangladeshi cargo ship stranded near the Ukrainian port of Olvia
heard an explosion, then the bridge was engulfed in flames.
A missile struck the MV Banglar Samriddhi at 5:25 p.m. last Wednesday, killing one
crew member and leaving several others with serious burns, according to
Bangladeshi crew members, their families and Ukrainian authorities. It was the fifth
merchant ship to be hit by artillery off Ukraine’s coast since Russia invaded.
The war in Ukraine has severely hobbled shipping in the Black Sea, with broad
consequences for international transport and global supply chains. Dozens of cargo
ships are stranded at the Ukrainian port of Mykolaiv, shipping trackers said.
An estimated 3,500 sailors have been stuck on some 200 ships at Ukrainian ports,
according to London-based shipping tracker Windward Ltd. More ships are stranded
around the globe than at any point since World War II, maritime historians said.
The result is a shutdown of the world’s second-largest grain exporting region.
Ukraine accounts for 16% of global corn exports, and together with Russia, 30% of
wheat exports. Global wheat prices have jumped more than 55% since the week
before the invasion.
“This shock to global grain supply is the biggest supply shock since the OPEC oil
cuts in the 1970s,” said Salvatore Mercogliano, a professor at Campbell University
in North Carolina and former merchant mariner. “It will mean food shortages in the
Middle East and Africa, and inflation across the world.”

Making matters worse for global shippers, thousands of Ukrainian and Russian
seafarers are stuck in ports around the world, leaving shipowners scrambling to find
replacement crews to keep strained supply chains rolling.
In the Black Sea and the adjoining Sea of Azov, which are important food and oil
export routes, five tankers and cargo ships have been struck by missiles, according to
Ukrainian port authorities. The stricken vessels include tankers, container ships and
bulk carriers from Japan, Turkey, Moldova and Estonia, ferrying cargoes including
diesel, clay, and grain.
Ukrainian authorities generally blame Russia, which has amassed a flotilla of
warships along Ukraine’s coast. Russia has denied responsibility for the attacks.
Russian forces have been targeting missiles at infrastructure in Ukrainian ports—part
of a plan to seize Ukraine’s southern coast to cut it off from the sea and suffocate its
economy.
On Thursday, an Estonian cargo ship, MV Helt, sank after being hit below the
waterline, the vessel’s owner said. Ukraine’s navy has accused Russia of forcing
commercial ships to move into a dangerous area of the Black Sea to conceal their
own military maneuvers.
“Russians [used] the Helt ship as a shield to hide behind it from Ukrainian antiship
weapons,” Ukraine’s State Border Guard Service said on Facebook. Russian forces
also have detained two Ukrainian merchant ships, Ukraine’s port authority said.
Ukraine’s paltry fleet is no match for Russia’s naval forces. The Ukrainian navy lost
most of its ships when Russia seized its naval headquarters during the
2014 annexation of Crimea. Last week, the navy scuttled its only frigate in Mykolaiv
to avoid it being captured by the Russian navy, Ukrainian defense minister Oleksii
Reznikov said.
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization warned on Thursday that there is a high risk
of collateral damage for any ships in the Black Sea. The International Maritime
Organization said on Friday that it would hold an emergency session on March 10
and 11 to address the war’s impact on shipping following requests from numerous
governments.
The last NATO naval vessel left the Black Sea about a month before the invasion.
Moscow has warned NATO to stay out of waters it claims as its own. The
International Transport Workers’ Federation has declared the waters off Ukraine a
“warlike area” and called for further protections for sailors. Advocacy groups for
seafarers said many stranded crews are running low on provisions and fuel.

The Turkish-owned Yasa Jupiter was hit by a bomb off the port city of Odessa.
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On the first day of the invasion, Ukraine suspended operations at all ports, diverting
cargo ships to ports in Turkey, Romania and the former Soviet republic of Georgia,
and the Russian Navy blocked transit routes along the coast. Traffic ground to a halt.
With few daring to travel in the north part of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov,
global freight rates for tankers surged to highest daily rates in a decade, while
insurance premiums in areas affected by the fighting have jumped to as much as 5%
since the invasion, shipping companies say. That means an additional cost of
hundreds of thousands of dollars per voyage, according to data from Windward.
That is further straining global supply chains for grain, which already had been hurt
by two years of pandemic-induced disruptions. Poorer countries that depend on
imports could see supply shocks. Authorities are bracing for price spikes in Egypt,
Turkey and Syria. Egypt imports 85% of its wheat from Ukraine and Russia.
On Feb. 24, the first day of the invasion, the Turkish-owned Yasa Jupiter, a bulk
carrier hauling commodities for U.S. trading giant Cargill Inc., was hit by a bomb off
the coast of the port city of Odessa.
The following day, Moldovan-flagged tanker Millennial Spirit, laden with 600 tons of
oil and diesel, caught fire after being hit by a missile, severely injuring two crew
members. The Japanese grain bulk carrier Namura Queen also was hit by a rocket.
“The sailors now face a stark choice,” said Munro Anderson, a partner at London
maritime-security company Dryad Global. “Stay and risk running out of food and
becoming collateral damage, or try to sail to freedom and risk hitting a seaborne
mine.”

The 29-member crew of the Banglar Samriddhi, the Bangladeshi cargo ship, dropped
anchor in the Ukrainian port of Olvia on Feb. 23, prepared to load clay and raw
materials for manufacturing ceramics destined for the Italian port of Ravenna.
Third engineer Hasidur Rahman, the main breadwinner from his family in
Bangladesh’s rural south, called his brothers to say he had arrived, and to announce
some news. “I will come home and marry next year,” they recalled him saying. “We
won’t be in Ukraine for long.”

Third engineer Hasidur Rahman was on the Banglar Samriddhi when it was hit by a
missile. PHOTO: RAHMAN FAMILY
Within hours, Russian forces poured across Ukraine’s border, and shipping along
Ukraine’s coast ground to a half, trapping the Banglar Samriddhi and hundreds of
other vessels.
From the deck, the crew heard the sound of faraway explosions and anxiously
watched smoke rising on the horizon. “Air attack at morning time…May Allah saves
all,” second engineer Asif Islam wrote on his Facebook feed.
The ship’s owner, the Bangladesh Shipping Corp oration, instructed Capt. Noor-e
Alam to sail out to international waters, but he couldn’t get permission from
Ukrainian authorities. The crew was told that dozens of sea mines had been laid
around the port’s entrance. “We could not come out because mines were blocking the
channel,” Mr. Alam said.
Mr. Rahman began to wonder if he would make it out of the crisis alive. His family in
Bangladesh was bombarding him with messages. “We are trying to get relocated, but
it’s hard,” he said in a Feb. 26 text to his younger brother.

The fighting was getting closer, as Russian forces advanced west from Crimea. On
Feb. 27, news reached the crew that a Japanese cargo ship in Ukrainian waters had
been hit by a missile. The crew hoisted Bangladeshi flags in the hope it might protect
them. Mr. Rahman told his family that the Banglar Samriddhi would hunker down in
the port. The captain ordered food to be rationed.
Diplomatic efforts to evacuate the crew were accelerating. Bangladeshi officials in
Warsaw were lobbying the Ukrainians, and organizations representing Bangladeshi
workers in Ukraine were preparing to drive to Olvia to collect the crew themselves.
Around 5 p.m. on March 2, Mr. Rahman climbed up to the navigation bridge to get
better cellphone reception and called his family. He sought to assuage his brothers’
fears and told them his work would allow the family to escape poverty. “Don’t worry
about me, I’m fine,” he said.
Then his brother Golam heard an explosion. The line went dead. His other brother
learned later that the missile had killed Mr. Rahman.

Russia’s Military Chief Promised Quick Victory in Ukraine, but Now Faces a
Potential Quagmire
The close Putin ally modernized Russia’s forces, but those troops have run into
ferocious Ukrainian resistance
Thomas Grove - Wall Street Journal

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu has never been a professional soldier but
holds the rank of general of Russia’s army. RAMIL SITDIKOV/SPUTNIK PHOTO
When Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the country’s nuclear forces to go on
high alert last week, he looked down a long table at his defense minister, Sergei
Shoigu, who nodded in assent.

In his decade at the head of the Russian military, Mr. Shoigu, who has never been a
professional soldier but holds the rank of general of the army, has worked to
modernize and professionalize the armed forces, and build their image as an effective
fighting machine and foreign-policy tool.
Victories in Crimea and Syria helped propel Mr. Shoigu and the military to the center
of Mr. Putin’s Kremlin power structure, with an upper hand over the feared
intelligence services that had previously been the main supporters of the Russian
president, who is himself a former spy.
Russian troops’ failure to quickly seize Ukraine, however, has shown Mr. Shoigu’s
changes, while real, didn’t create the fearsome fighting force he touted. Poor logistics,
flawed strategy and ill-prepared troops mean any victory will be immensely costly,
and an occupation hard to sustain.
Experts on the Russian military place some of the blame on Mr. Shoigu’s willingness
to back Mr. Putin’s plans, even if they are unrealistic. That has meant agreeing with
assumptions the Ukrainian military would quickly fold in the face of a superior force
and that Russian troops would be greeted as liberators.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu with Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow in December. PHOTO: MIKHAIL TERESHCHENKO/ZUMA PRESS
“Beyond Putin, this is very damning for one person in particular, and that is Sergei
Shoigu,” said Michael Kofman, director of Russia studies at CNA, a nonprofit
research and analysis organization located in Arlington, Va. “By agreeing to these
assumptions and this type of operation, he has essentially thrown the Russian military
into a disaster.”
It is hard to predict how this plays out for Mr. Shoigu. His acquiescence to the
invasion demonstrated loyalty to Mr. Putin’s political objectives in Europe. But if the
operation fails, the Kremlin leader would likely look for a scapegoat. “It all depends
on how this all ends for Putin,” said Mr. Kofman.

Russian Forces Pound Ukrainian Cities as Civilian Death Toll Rises
Moscow shifts approach after failing to execute quick invasion of Ukraine

Debris on the streets of Kharkiv after Russia shelled Ukraine’s second-largest city.
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Whether or not Russia prevails in Ukraine, Mr. Shoigu’s initial strategy to quickly
topple the Ukrainian government with minimal losses has failed. After 11 days of
fighting, Russian troops have failed to take any major city and have
suffered unexpectedly heavy casualties.
Ukraine has gotten global support and Western sanctions are on track to cripple the
Russian economy. To make up for its military setbacks, Russia has increasingly
resorted to indiscriminate bombing and shelling of civilian areas.

The 66-year-old Mr. Shoigu is one of the most popular top officials in Russia. Trained
as a civil engineer, he started as head of the country’s emergency management
agency just before the fall of the Soviet Union.
He dashed around the country tackling the multitude of crises in those years. He built
a massive ministry whose efforts were packaged and promoted to the Russian people.
His success led to his appointment as head of the military.
There he took a dispirited and weak military and turned it into a more modern
fighting force. Heavy marketing boosted the military’s reputation and drew in young
men to be professional soldiers. Every spring, he paraded the military’s new weapons
and technology through central Moscow.
Mr. Shoigu’s first success came in Crimea, when he planned a nighttime intervention
by special forces to seize the peninsula. They took over government buildings in an
operation that ultimately led to the annexation of the Ukrainian territory in 2014. The
invasion was seen as retribution for the ouster of a pro-Russian president in Kyiv a
month earlier and to protect Russia’s Black Sea fleet, which had its headquarters in
Crimea.
The military’s power in helping Moscow achieve its aims in Syria was clear when it
started its air campaign in support of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in
2015. “The military and the ministry of defense had gained the upper hand over the
foreign ministry,” said Hanna Notte, senior research associate at the Vienna Center
for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation.
She added, “You could talk to diplomats, but it wouldn’t matter much.”

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu met with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
in Damascus last month. PHOTO: RUSSIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY PRESS
S/SHUTTERSTOCK

The resurgence has made the military the primary tool of Mr. Putin’s foreign policy
and made Mr. Shoigu a key member of his inner circle. Mr. Shoigu was sanctioned by
the U.S. and the European Union last month, along with Mr. Putin and other close
associates.
“He’s long been seen as the most likely successor to Putin should the latter drop
dead,” said Sergey Radchenko, a professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies.
Rather than being a political threat, Mr. Shoigu helped boost Mr. Putin’s image and
his ideology, which is centered on confrontation with the West, Russian nationalism
and religion. Mr. Shoigu changed the design of military uniforms to look like those
introduced by Joseph Stalin to celebrate the U.S.S.R.’s victory in World War II. He
attended the consecration of the Main Cathedral of the Russian Armed Forces, whose
floors were made from the melted metal of Nazi German tanks captured by the
Soviets.
“He understands which way political winds can be blowing and is good at echoing
the values Putin obviously finds important,” said Dmitry Adamsky, a professor and
an expert on the Russian military at Reichman University in Israel.
The military became known for sleek, well-produced videos, using drone footage and
snappy editing to show Russian victories in Syria. The Defense Ministry’s official
television channel, Red Star, visited Russian troops on operations in the Middle East
and the Arctic, presenting them as heroes standing up for Russia’s interests around
the globe.
What the War in Ukraine Looks Like on Russian State Media

Media coverage of Russian troops invading Ukraine is unfolding differently in Russia
than in the U.S. Using maps and disinformation, many television programs are
shaping public opinion by justifying Moscow’s decision to attack its neighbor. Photo
composite: Sharon Shi

One of Mr. Shoigu’s deputies made sure the defense minister received good press and
would harangue journalists who criticized him. The Russian Defense Ministry didn’t
respond to a request for comment.
The military was also used to punish opponents of Mr. Putin, who were sent to harsh
locations to do their military service. “It’s seen as a kind of punishment for people
who don’t know how to keep their mouths shut,” said a person with ties to the
Defense Ministry.
As Mr. Putin elevated the military, the armed forces have cooperated with other,
darker aspects of the Kremlin leader’s rule. Mr. Shoigu has entered into numerous
contracts with Yevgeny Prigozhin, a Kremlin-connected businessman, who has
bankrolled Russia’s private military company, known as Wagner.
Wagner has provided support on the ground in places like Syria, and the Defense
Ministry has rewarded Mr. Prigozhin with military contracts for food services. Mr.
Prigozhin didn’t respond to a request for comment.

Pictures of Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and Russian President Vladimir
Putin in the Army of Russia store in Moscow last month. PHOTO: ANDREY
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If the Ukraine invasion continues to go poorly, it could unravel years of
image-building for the military and Mr. Shoigu, and show that earlier victories were
less impressive than they seemed.
Crimea is less than one-twentieth the size of Ukraine and even under Ukrainian rule,
it was a stronghold of pro-Russian sentiment. And the Syrian effort was mostly aerial
bombing.
What do setbacks on the battlefield in Ukraine mean for the Russian defense
minister?

Mr. Shoigu has been one of the most visible proponents of the Russian version of
events before and after the invasion of Ukraine. When the U.S. warned of an imminent
Russian invasion, he said that Moscow’s intelligence showed the U.S. was helping
Ukraine develop nuclear weapons and that Washington was preparing for a chemical
weapons attack on the Russian-backed militants in Ukraine’s east.
Last week, when it was clear the invasion wasn’t going as planned, he blankly read
from his prepared comments in a widely televised meeting. “The most important thing
for us is to protect the Russian Federation from the military threat created by the
West, which is trying to use the Ukrainian people in the fight against our country,” he
said to a group of officers.
“The grouping of the armed forces of the Russian Federation will continue to carry
out the special military operation until the mission put forth has been completed,” he
said.

Occupied Ukrainian Towns Want Russian Troops to ‘Go Home’
Growing protests in southern cities demonstrate challenges for Russian occupiers
Thousands of locals marched through the streets of Melitopol, Ukraine, in protest
of Russian occupation.
James Marson - Wall Street Journal
Days after Moscow’s troops took control of the southern Ukrainian city of Melitopol,
a Russian armored truck rolled through its center blasting a message from
loudspeakers: Demonstrations are temporarily banned to prevent disorder.
The next day, Saturday, thousands of locals marched through the streets waving
Ukrainian flags, singing the national anthem and chanting at Russian soldiers in their
native language: “Go home! Go home!”
While Russian President Vladimir Putin’s troops are bogged down in many parts of
Ukraine’s north amid fierce resistance, they have advanced in the south, seizing
several cities and towns.
Mr. Putin has claimed that swaths of the country, including the south, are historically
Russian lands and has attempted to justify his invasion as necessary to protect local
Russian speakers. But, after seizing places like Melitopol, his forces there are largely
being treated as foreign occupiers rather than liberators.
“He thought in these towns we’d be happy and meet them with Russian flags, but no
one here was waiting for Russia,” said Andriy Radchenko, a 41-year-old surgeon in
Melitopol. “We want to demoralize them, to erode their spirit.”
Thousands protested on Saturday in other occupied cities and towns. The largest
protests were in the neighboring regional capital of Kherson, where one man jumped
atop a passing Russian armored vehicle and waved a large Ukrainian flag to cheers
from the crowd.

The resistance of the local population in predominantly Russian-speaking cities is a
challenge to Mr. Putin. Russia’s soldiers, who were told they were on a mission to
liberate a brotherly nation from neo-Nazi rulers, will now have to suppress the very
people they are purporting to protect.
The resistance of the local population in predominantly Russian-speaking cities is a
challenge to Russian forces. Credit: Tatiana Kumok via Storyful
Occupying a country like Ukraine, with a territory larger than France and around 40
million inhabitants, would require committing immense financial and military
resources, including hundreds of thousands of troops, said David Edelstein, professor
of security studies of Georgetown University.
“This is not something that goes well often,” said Mr. Edelstein, a specialist on
occupations. “People just don’t want a foreign power occupying them and telling
them how to run their societies. They start by waving flags, and at some point they
pick up guns.”
A close look at the situation in Melitopol, through interviews with a half-dozen
residents and analysis of videos, shows the challenge of shifting from a military
takeover to an occupation. For the city’s 150,000 residents, the war started with a
rocket attack on the airport in the early hours of Feb. 24 that shook them awake.
Within two days, Russian troops had fought their way to Melitopol, some 70 miles to
the northeast of the Crimean Peninsula, which Russia seized from Ukraine in 2014.
Electricity, heating, and telephone and internet connections were cut in many districts.
Residents huddled in cellars as fighting raged for several hours.
Russian Shelling of Ukrainian Cities Continues
Moscow shifts to more indiscriminate tactics after meeting strong Ukrainian
resistance, and civilians continue to evacuate

People crossed under a destroyed bridge while fleeing the town of Irpin, Ukraine on
Sunday. OLEKSANDR RATUSHNIAK/ASSOCIATED PRESS

When they emerged, they saw Russian tanks and troops swarming throughout their
city. Stores were closed and there was little connection with the outside world.
“We were seized by fear,” said one resident, a teacher and mother of two children.
“We didn’t know what to do.”
The occupiers tried to cajole local authorities into collaboration, offering the mayor,
Ivan Fedorov, a role in an occupation administration, according to Mr. Radchenko,
the surgeon who is also a city councilor and said he spoke with Mr. Fedorov. The

33-year-old mayor refused, telling the Russians he would focus on getting the city
working again and taking care of its citizens, Mr. Radchenko said.
The city slowly came back to life, even as it was largely cut off. Russian forces
prevented people from leaving or entering. Electricity was restored and city
authorities organized young men to patrol against looters who had emerged after the
takeover.
Mr. Fedorov gave regular video updates on his Facebook page. He described the city
as “temporarily occupied.” The Russians raised their flag outside municipal
buildings where they based themselves, but the Ukrainian flag still flies in front of
others.
Residents describe a spirit of mutual support. The teacher said a woman she didn’t
know gave her and her family a 3-liter pot of borscht on the day the Russians arrived,
their first warm food in days.
People in Melitopol mostly speak Russian, in part because the Soviets suppressed
Ukrainian culture and mandated use of Russian. Most switch freely between the two,
which are linguistically similar, and many are speaking Ukrainian as a form of
passive resistance.
On March 1, three days after Russian troops took control, a few hundred people
gathered in a central square for a prayer meeting. They sang the national anthem,
waved Ukrainian flags and held signs including one reading: “Melitopol is our
land.”
Then they began to march toward buildings where the Russian forces have based
themselves. “It boiled over,” said Olga Gaisumova, a 54-year-old entrepreneur who
sells children’s toys.
Three days after Russian troops took control of Melitopol, several dozen protesters
confronted Russian armored vehicles. Credit: Olga Gaisumova via Storyful.
As they approached with their hands in the air and shouting Ukrainian slogans,
Russian troops began firing, at first apparently in the air. “You are firing at unarmed
people!” one man shouted, adding a curse word.
Then a young man not far from the popular pizza restaurant Celentano fell to the
ground clutching his leg. “The bastards are shooting at legs!” said one man. The
victim was rushed to the hospital and survived, residents said.
Protests continued. One group of several dozen, armed only with umbrellas against
the rain, blocked a handful of armored vehicles. Two trucks smashed into each other
as they turned tail, bringing cheers from the crowd.
Since then, protests have become a daily midday event, growing in size each day.
The Russians have made some efforts to win over the local population. A couple of
Russian trucks delivered what they described as humanitarian aid to the town,
including canned food. Ukrainian authorities and residents say people were bused in

from Crimea to stand in line posing as grateful locals to bolster the Russian
propaganda narrative.
Leaflets addressed to residents appeared. “Russia is not at war with the Ukrainian
people!” one read. “Power belongs to the people, not the Kyiv junta.” The notice
ordered people to stay home unless absolutely necessary and not to approach Russian
soldiers or vehicles, as well as recommending Russian propaganda channels as
reliable news sources.
“Are they really that dumb, or has Ukrainian intelligence infiltrated their
headquarters?” wrote Tatiana Kumok, the owner of a wedding-dress shop, on
Facebook. “We don’t need the leaflet to tell us that power belongs to the people,
thank you.”
Thousands Detained in Russia at Largest Protests Against Ukraine War

Thousands Detained in Russia at Largest Protests Against Ukraine War
Thousands of people were detained at protests across Russia on Sunday, during the
largest antiwar rallies since the invasion of Ukraine. More than 13,000
demonstrators have been taken by police in Russia in recent weeks. Photo:
Vyacheslav Prokofyev/Zuma Press
In his evening message Friday, Mr. Fedorov, the mayor, spoke matter-of-factly of the
criminal penalties for anyone who collaborates with an enemy. “The war will end,
and with absolute certainty anyone who has violated the law will answer for it,” he
said, standing on a public square in front of a large flagpole bearing a Ukrainian
flag.
The next day’s demonstration had a celebratory mood despite a cold wind.
A large crowd streamed along a central street. They were led by a car with its trunk
and doors open, blasting out a popular Ukrainian song. A woman draped in a
Ukrainian flag and wearing a garland of flowers in her hair hung out of the
passenger door, pumping her fist and shouting a nationalist greeting: “Glory to the
heroes!”

Residents approached soldiers and asked them why they had come to Melitopol and
whether they really thought the protesters were nationalist fanatics. Soldiers, their
faces covered by neck warmers, averted their eyes and remained silent.
Residents say some soldiers admit in private conversations that they don’t want to be
there, but would face long prison sentences if they disobeyed orders. Others “are
zombified,” said Ms. Gaisumova. One told her, “We have come here forever, and you
will go to Lviv,” a city in western Ukraine close to the border with Poland.
Still, she said, locals are ready for the long haul.
“People have energy to meet,” Ms. Gaisumova said. The Russian soldiers, she added,
“are hungry, unwashed and tired.”
Mr. Fedorov on Sunday evening apologized for posting his Facebook video later than
usual, saying that “those who are occupying our city” had turned off the mobile
internet. He delivered good news: A van had arrived loaded with much-needed
medications, including enough insulin for the city’s diabetic children until the end of
the month.
“This will all end soon,” he said, “and we’ll live in peaceful, Ukrainian Melitopol.”

Ukraine says it killed a 2nd top Russian general and released audio of apparent call
between 2 FSB agents discussing the death
Bill Bostock - Wall Street Journal

Maj. Gen. Vitaly Gerasimov, the first deputy commander of Russia's 41st
army. Ukrainian military intelligence.
Ukraine said it had killed Maj. Gen. Vitaly Gerasimov in Kharkiv on Monday. The
defense ministry released intercepted audio of what it said were two FSB officers
discussing the death.
Ukrainian military intelligence said it had killed a top Russian general on Monday, in
what would be the second high-ranking loss since the invasion began.

Maj. Gen. Vitaly Gerasimov, the first deputy commander of Russia's 41st army, was
killed in Kharkiv, the intelligence unit of the Ukrainian defense ministry said in a
statement.
Christo Grozev, the executive director of the open-source investigative outlet
Bellingcat, tweeted Monday that a Russian source had confirmed Gerasimov's death.
There were no specifics on the death, and neither Russian officials nor state-run
media have confirmed the death.
Alongside the statement, the Ukrainian defense ministry released audio of an
intercepted phone call between what it said were two Russian Federal Security
Service, or FSB, officers discussing the death and criticizing Russia's secure
military-communication platform.
Ukrainian intelligence was able to intercept the call because the FSB officer used a
phone with a generic SIM card because their secure telecommunications system
wasn't working, Grozev said.
"Can you get on a secure channel?" one of the officers is heard asking, to which the
other replied: "The secure doesn't work here, we can't get anyone."
Grozev said Bellingcat had identified the more senior of the two FSB officers as
Dmitry Shevchenko. Shevchenko swore after learning of Gerasimov's death on the
call, according to Grozev.
Gerasimov, who was awarded medals for service in Syria, Crimea, and Chechnya,
had met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in the Kremlin on February 27 to
discuss the Ukraine offensive, the state-run TASS news agency reported at the time.
The report of Gerasimov's death follows that of Andrei Sukhovetsky, another deputy
commander of Russia's 41st army, who was killed late last month, according to
reports in the Russian media.
The deaths come as Russia appears to be struggling to achieve its objectives in
Ukraine amid Ukrainian resistance. Russian forces have been subjecting Kharkiv,
Ukraine's second-largest city, to heavy shelling and continuing their assault on the
capital, Kyiv.
Ukraine has been trying to secure a cease-fire from Russia so it can set up secure
evacuation routes for civilians to flee the country. Russia has offered some evacuation
corridors, but Ukraine has accused it of shelling civilians trying to escape.
In a Monday video address, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russian
troops attacking his country were "tired" and "demoralized."
"We never wanted this war, but it was brought to us," Zelensky said. "We never
dreamed of killing, but we have to knock out the enemy — from our land and from our
lives."

China’s Russia Problem
Things were going very well for China, until the war in Ukraine.
David Leonhardt - The Morning

Ukrainian forces with a captured Russian tank.Credit...Tyler Hicks/The New York
Times
As China has emerged as a power over the past decade, it has benefited from the
political disarray among its global rivals.
The United States organized a Pacific trade pact meant to counter China’s rise — and
then refused to ratify that very pact, because of domestic politics. The U.S. also
alienated longtime allies in Europe with Donald Trump’s “America First” policy.
The European Union has been even more chaotic, with the departure of one of its
biggest members, Britain.
China, all the while, has been strengthening its economic ties with countries around
the world. Chinese leaders have been thrilled by the contrast between their own
apparent competence and the West’s disorganization. It seemed to augur a new
international order, in which China would compete with the U.S. for supremacy.
That scenario still seems likely. But Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has complicated it.
The war is arguably the most problematic international development for China in
years. It has unified much of the rest of the world — including the U.S., the E.U.,
Britain and Japan — in support of Ukraine, with a diplomatic boldness that these
countries have often lacked in recent years.
China’s leaders, on the other hand, are in a partnership with the world’s new villain,
Vladimir Putin. “This is both a crisis and an opportunity,” Ryan Hass, who oversaw
China policy on the National Security Council in the Obama administration, told me.
The crisis part is obvious: A brutal invasion is killing Ukrainians and Russian
soldiers and potentially destroying Ukraine as a country. As horrible as the war is,
the opportunity is real: The relative isolation of Russia and China offers a chance to

help defeat Russia in the short term — and to check the rise of an authoritarian China
in the longer term.
Ten times as large
China and Russia share some major interests. They both would like American
influence to wane, so that they have a freer hand to dominate their regions and exert
global influence. These shared interests help explain why Xi Jinping and Putin
released a joint statement last month, professing their countries’ friendship and
harshly criticizing the U.S.
“Both share in the belief that the United States is determined to hobble the ascent of
their countries,” Amy Qin, who covers China for The Times, told me. “And they have
signaled a desire to see a world order in which Washington’s influence is far
diminished.”
But the China-Russia relationship also has its limits and tensions. The two countries
compete for influence, in Asia and elsewhere, and have fundamentally different
diplomatic strategies. China is trying to shape and lead the existing world order. “It
benefits enormously from international stability,” Fareed Zakaria, the foreign-policy
journalist, has pointed out. As The Times’s Thomas Friedman wrote, “Peace has been
very good for China.”
Russia is both weaker and less satisfied with the recent developments. “Putin may
dream of restoring Soviet-era greatness,” Paul Krugman wrote yesterday, “but
China’s economy, which was roughly the same size as Russia’s 30 years ago, is now
10 times as large.”
Today, Russia’s economy largely revolves around energy exports, giving it an
incentive to foment political instability; oil prices often go up when the world is
unstable. “Putin is sort of an arsonist of the system,” Hass said. “China’s interests
are not advanced by that.”

Refugees from Ukraine waiting for a bus.Credit...Maciek Nabrdalik for The New York
Times

The war in Ukraine evidently surprised Chinese officials, at least in its scope. “They
did not anticipate a full-scale invasion,” said Yun Sun, director of the China program
at the Stimson Center, a think tank. That helps explain why China has edged away
from Russia over the past two weeks, as my colleagues Chris Buckley and Steven Lee
Myers write:
It has softened its tone, expressing grief over civilian casualties. It has cast itself as
an impartial party, calling for peace talks and for the war to stop as soon as possible.
These subtle changes are a sign that China is not fully comfortable with Putin’s
mayhem. It risks solidifying the “alliance of democracies” that President Biden has
called for. It risks reminding the U.S. and its allies that they have more similarities
than differences.
“Xi’s growing alignment with Moscow presents something of a Catch-22 for China,”
Jude Blanchette and Bonny Lin wrote in Foreign Affairs. “As it competes with the
West over global order, Russia becomes a more attractive security partner. But by
elevating the relationship with Russia — and choosing to do so in the middle of a
Putin-provoked crisis — Beijing is inviting push-back it can ill afford.”
Xi’s leverage.
And how might this help Ukraine?
The recent sanctions on Russia’s economy have damaged it and left it dependent on
China — to buy Russian goods, to sell goods to Russian consumers and businesses, to
give loans to Russian banks and more. If Xi came to believe that the war in Ukraine
was hurting China, he could do something about it.
“China doesn’t need to loudly condemn Russia,” Hass said. “They can just choose to
be judicious about what they trade in and invest in.” Xi is one of the few people in the
world with leverage over Putin. Xi also has reason to be wary of the uncertainty and
disarray that Putin’s war has created.

After a Russian strike in Mykolaiv, Ukraine.Credit...Tyler Hicks/The New York Times
State of the war

The Ukrainian military and civilian soldiers are continuing to halt Russian forces.
Ukrainians defended two crucial cities yesterday, shooting down three Russian fighter
jets over Kyiv and preventing troops from entering Mykolaiv, on the Black Sea coast.
The humanitarian crisis keeps getting worse. Nearly 1,000 towns and villages in
Ukraine are without electricity, water and heat, and some areas lack medicine. Two
million people have fled Ukraine since the invasion began, according to the U.N.
refugee agency.
To Whom It May Concern: NATO is already on Russia’s border
Philip Bump (National correspondent) - Politic

U. S. Army soldiers assigned to the 82nd Airborne carry military equipment as they
participate in an exercise outside the operating base at the Arlamow Airport on
March 7 in Wola Korzeniecka, Poland. (Omar Marques/Getty Images)
Let’s imagine for a second that you are a host of a prime-time cable-news program.
Say, the most popular such program. (Congratulations!) And let’s say that you like to
use that position to needle the establishment: the government, medical experts, the
political parties, even the country itself at times.
It can be hard to differentiate your needling and knee-jerk contrarianism from actual
opposition to the country’s leadership and policies and your efforts to undercut the
conventional wisdom on things like, say, safe, free vaccines, has an obvious downside
risk but: so be it. Whatever keeps them tuning in, that’s your philosophy.
Just for the sake of convenience, we’ll call you “Tucker C.” No, wait, that’s too close
to a real host. We’ll call you “T. Carlson.”
Now let’s imagine that your contrarianism and overt affection for far-right
authoritarianism as manifested in Hungary and Russia leads you to repeatedly

rationalize Russian President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. Perhaps you said
things like this before he invaded:
“Vladimir Putin does not want Belgium. He just wants to keep his western borders
secure. That’s why he doesn’t want Ukraine to join [the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO)], and that makes sense.”
And things like this after:
“Vladimir Putin just invaded Ukraine because he didn’t want Ukraine to join NATO.
Putin certainly had other motives as well. People always do have multiple motives,
but that’s the main reason Russia invaded. The Russians don’t want American
missiles on their border. They don’t want a hostile government next door.”
Such comments would be ill-advised, T. Carlson. For, as you probably should know,
given your lofty status in the information ecosystem, Russia is already bordered by
NATO countries and, should it be deemed necessary, the United States can already
put missiles on Russia’s border.
To avoid a scenario in which you, our hypothetical cable-news host, might say such a
thing, let’s quickly review the member nations of NATO and their orientation relative
to Russia.
Here’s a map of the northern hemisphere, looking down at the North Pole. At the top,
an upside-down United States atop Canada. At bottom, Europe and Asia. NATO
member countries are indicated in shades of purple and green, with purple countries
having been members of the alliance for longer.

You can see that I’ve also highlighted Russia (in dark gray) and Ukraine (outlined in
black), given their salience to this discussion. And while Ukraine does share a lengthy
border with Russia, there are several Baltic countries to the north of Ukraine that
share a border with Putin’s nation. So does NATO-member Norway (albeit only for a
short, remote stretch).
Let’s zoom in. Here’s the primary region at issue, showing the NATO member
countries in green. Belarus is indicated with striping to indicate that, particularly in
regard to the conflict with Ukraine, it currently serves as a vassal state to Russia.
To its north are Latvia and Estonia, both of which joined NATO in 2004 — nearly two
decades ago. They are connected directly to larger NATO states to the west and
represent precisely the sort of threat that you, T. Carlson, insist that Russia wants to
avoid.

See that small dark-gray region surrounded entirely by NATO? That’s Kaliningrad
Oblast, part of Russia but entirely cut off from the rest of the country’s main land
mass. It’s a bit of a historical oddity, and it would be something of a cheap shot to
point out that it, too, shares borders with NATO.
But here’s the real problem with your claim, T. Carlson. Putin’s clear goal is to seize
Ukraine as it seized the Crimean peninsula in 2014.
(That peninsula is visible at the southern end of Ukraine on the map above; were The
Washington Post a Moscow-based publication, we’d have colored it dark gray in
order not to annoy Putin.)
If Russia subsumes Ukraine into Russia, as Putin has in the past indicated he would
like to do, he’s going to have NATO at his western border anyway! If the goal is to
maintain a buffer from larger NATO states, conquering Ukraine is a particularly
stupid way to go about that. Particularly since NATO had long been wary of granting
membership to Ukraine, despite constantly threatening to consider it.

I’ve also indicated Finland on the map because Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
has spurred the Finns to consider seeking admission to NATO as a defensive measure.
An unintended consequence but a perhaps foreseeable one: If Putin’s motive were
simply to maintain buffers against NATO, he just made that less likely to his country’s
northwest.
These are secondary discussions. My main goal here is to prevent you, my innocent
(naive?) cable-news host reader, from making comments about the geographic
positioning of NATO relative to Russia that are easily undercut by looking at a map.
You should not say that Putin’s primary concern is not having NATO at his western
border when NATO is already at his western border. You should not argue that Putin
is rational in invading Ukraine to keep NATO at bay when his goal of annexing
Ukraine would increase NATO’s presence at his border anyway.
Happily, the odds that you become a top-rate cable-news-show host are slim and,
even if you did, the odds are low that the instinct to prove how smart you are by
insisting being contrarian would lead you to patting Putin on the head. If this
situation did befall you, though, I suspect I know what network you’d land on.
Let’s call it Fox N., just to preserve some anonymity.

Battlefield reports are murky, but signs of Ukraine’s successes emerge.
Marc Santora - The New York Time

Ukrainian forces disabled a Russian tank in Mykolaiv, Ukraine, on
Sunday.Credit...Tyler Hicks/The New York Times

LVIV, Ukraine — With Russia and Ukraine engaged in an information war that is at
times as intense as the clashes on the battlefield, attempts to capture losses and
victories by either side are obscured by the fog of conflict and the work of powerful
propaganda machines.
Nearly two weeks into the war, it is clear that Russia has failed to seize and control
almost any major cities or population centers — including the prize targets of Kyiv, in
the center of the country, and Kharkiv in the northeast. Odessa, a vital port city in the
south, is bracing for an assault but the Russian land advance in that direction has
been thwarted repeatedly.
Still, the Ukrainian government is presenting a picture of Russian losses that is both
staggering and hard to verify. Since the start of the war, Ukraine’s military claims to
have killed more than 12,000 Russian soldiers.
In its latest daily update on Tuesday, the military said that it had shot down or
destroyed 48 Russian airplanes and 80 helicopters; captured or destroyed 303 tanks
and hundreds of mechanized vehicles and cars; taken out two Russian naval vessels,
including a warship; and blown up dozens of fuel tanker and mobile missile launching
systems.
“Russia has not lost as much aircraft in the past 30 years as in 13 days in Ukraine,”
President Volodymyr Zelensky said in his daily address to the nation on Tuesday.
Satellite imagery analyzed by military analysts suggests that roughly 950 Russian
vehicles, including 140 tanks, have been destroyed or damaged, according to Justin
Bronk, a research fellow for air power and technology at the Royal United Services
Institute, a London think tank that specializes in security issues. That represents only
a fraction of the invasion force, but is still striking.
The intelligence arm of the Ukrainian Defense Ministry said on Tuesday that Maj.
Gen. Vitaly Gerasimov, chief of staff of Russia’s 41st Army, had been killed outside
the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, making him the second Russian general to die
in the war.
The Ukrainians do not release a running tally of their own soldiers killed in action.
But they often note the names of those who have died and bestow them with military
honors.
The Kremlin, on the other hand, has forbidden the media in Russia from calling the
invasion a war — it is a “special military operation,” in President Vladimir V.
Putin’s phrase, and officially, everything is going according to plan.
Four days into the war, the Russian Defense Ministry spokesman, Maj. Gen. Igor
Konashenkov, acknowledged for the first time that “there are dead and wounded”
Russian troops. But he offered no numbers, and insisted that Ukrainian losses were
“many times” higher.
To be sure, it is in the interest of Ukraine and its many Western allies to promote
Ukrainian victories and play up logistical and morale problems in the Russian ranks.

According to what American officials described as conservative estimates, Ukrainian
soldiers have killed more than 3,000 Russian troops.
These officials, citing confidential U.S. intelligence assessments, said that Ukraine
has also shot down military transport planes carrying Russian paratroopers, downed
helicopters and blown holes in Russia’s convoys using American anti-tank missiles
and armed drones supplied by Turkey.
Taken together with witness accounts from the battlefield, it is increasingly clear that
Russia has sustained heavy losses.
Energy industry swipes back at Psaki 'red herring' comment on oil and gas leases
'That accusation is a complete red herring,' one energy industry representative said
of Psaki's comment
Tyler Olson - Fox Business
Energy industry responds to Psaki comments in federal land leases
Fox Business spoke with energy industry leaders and Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska)
about the Biden White House's claim that 9,000 oil and natural gas drilling leases sit
unused.
HOUSTON – Energy industry representatives pushed back on a comment from White
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki Monday regarding unused oil and gas leases,
accusing the Biden administration spokesperson of misleading Americans with a "red
herring."
Fox News asked Psaki Monday why President Biden won't resume new oil and gas
leases on federal lands. She responded that the United States is already producing oil
"at record numbers" and said "there are 9,000 approved drilling permits that are not
being used."
"So, the suggestion that we are not allowing companies to drill is inaccurate," she
added. "I would suggest you ask the oil companies why they’re not using those if
there’s a desire to drill more."
But, industry representatives at the CERAWeek energy conference sponsored by S&P
Global Monday said the answer is not as simple as Psaki suggested.

WASHINGTON, DC - FEBRUARY 22: White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki speaks
during the daily press briefing at the White House February 22, 2022, in Washington,
DC. (Photo by Drew Angerer/Getty Images)
"That accusation is a complete red herring," American Exploration & Production
Council (AXPC) CEO Anne Bradbury told FOX Business. "It's really a distraction
from the fact that this administration has paused leasing on federal lands, something
that we're concerned about and something that we think needs to continue right
away,"
Bradbury also said the Biden administration is "required under the law" to sell oil
and gas leases on federal lands.
"The fact is that industry is producing at a higher level on existing leases on federal
lands than in the last 20 years and these leases take many years to explore, to develop
and produce on,” Bradbury added.
"This represents a fundamental misunderstanding as to how this process works,”
American Petroleum Institute (API) president and CEO Mike Sommers told FOX
Business when asked about Psaki's comments.
"Once you lease land there is a whole process that you have to go through. First you
have to actually discover whether actually there is oil and gas in that land. Second of
all, you have to get a permit to actually develop that land."

Oil wells outside of Williston, North Dakota, on August 24, 2021. The northwest
North Dakota oil boom powered Williston to be the fastest-growing "micro" area in
the United States between 2010 and 2020. (Tyler Olson/FOX Business /
FOXBusiness)
Sommers added: "Right now we actually are developing more leases than we have in
two decades so the White House certainly doesn't have their facts straight on this.”
Energy Workforce and Technology Council CEO Leslie Beyer similarly said "some
permits are viable and some are not,” as a reason for why many are sitting unused.
The federal leasing moratorium also isn't helpful in the current energy environment,
she said.
"The moratorium on leasing certainly adds an additional… block to American energy
production, so that is the opposite of what we need to be doing right now,” she said.
"We need to stop the rhetoric that's anti-fossil fuel and we need some clarity just in
the regulatory sense that this administration is behind domestic energy production.”

White House press secretary Jen Psaki answers questions during the daily White
House press briefing January 6, 2022 in Washington, DC. (Photo by Win
McNamee/Getty Images / Getty Images)

Energy industry representatives told FOX Business at CERAWeek Monday that the
U.S. is effectively at its capacity for oil and gas production under the current
regulatory framework. They said that it would take at least months or even years of
investment in extraction and infrastructure to significantly increase output and
potentially backfill Europe's energy needs, which are currently filled by Russia.
But the administration needs to create the proper regulatory environment for that to
happen, they said.
"There's a lack of investment,”
Beyer said. "We need capital to be able to develop these assets. And certainly while
that is the choice of the investors, the rhetoric coming from the administration and
everything that is anti-fossil fuel informs those choices.”
Many Republicans – and even some Democrats – are pushing the Biden
administration to allow for more energy production in the U.S. amid Russia's war
with Ukraine.
Much of Europe is reliant on Russia for its energy, and they suggest if the U.S.
increases its production and export capacity it could help Europe wean itself from
Russian energy that's being used to fund the war against Ukraine.

Telegram’s Billionaire Founder Says He’s Never Provided Ukrainians’ Data To
Russia
Thomas Brewster (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Telegram founder and CEO Pavel Durov has a complicated history with his
homeland, claiming he felt compelled to leave because he wouldn't provide data on
Ukrainians. (Photo by AOP.Press/Corbis via Getty Images)

Since the Ukraine war began, Telegram has become a critical source of information –
and plenty of mis- and disinformation too – related to the conflict.
The Ukrainian government has been giving updates on the messaging service, its
citizens have communicated with relatives and told the world about living conditions
since Russian President Vladimir Putin invaded their country a little more than a
week ago, and hacktivists on both sides, pro-Russia communities – just about anyone
wanting to know what’s going on in the war - have swelled its user ranks.
The app’s billionaire founder, Pavel Durov, born in St. Petersburg (what was
Leningrad at the time of his birth in 1984) but now living a reclusive life in Dubai,
has remained typically apolitical, talking only the rise in users and efforts to keep the
service up. On Monday, however, he got a lot more personal.
In response to concerns, such as those raised by Signal founder Moxie Marlinspike,
that Telegram or its employees could be pressured into providing Russia with
Ukrainians’ personal data, a Telegram spokesperson said Durov had never given any
Ukrainian’s data to Russia. That would include his time as cofounder and chief of
Russian social media giant VKontakte (VK).
“Pavel Durov, neither personally, nor through any of his companies, never gave any
data of Ukrainians to the Russian government,” the spokesperson said. They added
that Telegram had never given any data on any user to Russian authorities.
Unlike other major tech providers, Telegram does not have a transparency report that
reveals how it provides user information to law enforcement across the globe.
Durov also published a Telegram post on Monday in which he raised his personal
interest in the conflict. “On my Mom's side, I trace my family line from Kyiv. Her
maiden name is Ukrainian (Ivanenko), and to this day we have many relatives living
in Ukraine. That's why this tragic conflict is personal both to me and Telegram.”
He recounted his story of why he left Russia in 2013, after the federal policing agency,
the FSB, demanded he provide “private data of the Ukrainian users of VK who were
protesting against a pro-Russian President.” That story had previously been
reported.
According to previous reporting, in 2014 Durov, valued by Forbes at just over $14
billion, sold his stake in VK, which he’d cofounded in 2006, leaving Alisher Usmanov,
one of Russia’s sanctioned billionaires, effectively in charge.
It came three years after Durov refused to censor VK accounts being used by
activists to promote anti-Putin messages in support of protests against what they
believed was a rigged 2011 election. Later, he had his home and business raided over
bizarre allegations he ran over a police officer’s foot with his car.
And in 2014, TechCrunch reported that he had been asked to provide data on
Ukrainian leadership in the lead-up to the annexation of Crimea. Soon after, he fled
Russia and launched Telegram.

Talking about the FSB demand for Ukrainians’ information, Durov said today, “I
refused to comply with these demands, because it would have meant a betrayal of our
Ukrainian users. After that, I was fired from the company I founded and was forced to
leave Russia.”
“I lost my company and my home, but would do it again – without hesitation.
“I stand for our users no matter what. Their right to privacy is sacred. Now – more
than ever.”
Telegram wrote in its own channel that “Telegram's multi-national team includes
many members from Ukraine. We all wish for an immediate end to the conflict.”
While Signal, the end-to-end encrypted messaging and calling app, has seen a bigger
leap in users since the Russian invasion, Telegram has become the de facto platform
for the Kyiv government to provide updates to the war effort and warn of imminent
strikes.
Data released by cyber-security company Check Point on Thursday showed a six-fold
increase in Telegram groups with war themes on the day Russia invaded Ukraine.
Nearly a quarter of those Telegram groups were set up to coordinate cyber-attacks on
Russia, including the IT Army being coordinated by the Ukrainian government’s
Ministry of Digital Transformation. Almost three-quarters are pushing “flash news of
unedited and often unverified information,” Check Point said.
Meanwhile, VK has been shifting hands; its owners are closely aligned with the
Kremlin. In December 2021, Usmanov had sold most of his company’s stake to a
state-run insurance company, Sogaz, part-owned by Yuri Kovalchuk, another of
Putin’s close friends and another subject of sanctions since the war started.
Putin’s alleged love child deletes Instagram after verbal abuse over Ukraine
Emily Crane - New York Post
Vladimir Putin’s alleged love child has deleted her Instagram account after being
heavily trolled in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Luiza Krivonogikh, whose Instagram boasted 84,000 followers, faced severe backlash
online since her rumored father gave the orders for Russian troops to attack last
month.
As of Monday, all traces of the 18-year-old’s account — which had featured photos of
her lavish lifestyle — had been removed.
It wasn’t immediately clear when her page was taken down.
The teen is the daughter of cleaner-turned-multimillionaire Svetlana Krivonogikh,
46, who has long been rumored to have been Putin’s mistress in the late 1990s and
early 2000s.

Before the page was deleted, Luiza’s photos were hit with a deluge of hostile
comments, including one that read: “Are U sitting in the bunker?? Like a rat?”

Vladimir Putin’s rumored love child Luiza Krivonogikh has deleted her Instagram.

Luiza Krivonogikh has faced severe backlash after Putin invaded Ukraine.
Others accused her of being “the daughter of that devil” and “war criminal.”
“She is guilty of passive complicity. It is the same as most of the Germans in the Nazi
period,” one writer said.
Some users commenting on Luiza’s photos urged her to tell Putin to stop the
bloodshed in Ukraine.
“Call him — if he loves you … maybe you can convince him not to kill,” a commenter
wrote.

Several of her followers have called on her to ask her alleged father to stop the
Bloodshed

.
People left angry comments on her last post moments before she deleted her entire
account.

All traces of the 18-year-old’s account — which had featured photos of her lavish
lifestyle — had been removed as of March 7, 2022.
Another said, “She could at least show that she does not agree with what her father is
doing, somehow influence him.”
Luiza, who also goes by the surname Rozova, hadn’t shared any new photos since she
abruptly stopped posting about five months ago.
At the time, it sparked concern from her followers who believed she might have been
silenced by Putin after she boasted on Instagram about the $4.1 million Monte Carlo
penthouse apartment she shares with her mom.

Vladmir Putin has never acknowledged whether Luiza Krivonogikh is in fact his
daughter.EPA/MIKHAEL KLIMENTYEV/SPUTNIK/KREMLIN POOL

Svetlana Krivonogikh, Luiza’s mother, was reportedly Putin’s mistress. Proekt Media
The penthouse she posted photos of and gushed about on Instagram was detailed in
a trove of leaked “Pandora Papers” documents in October.
Putin and Svetlana have never commented on their alleged relationship or Luiza’s
rumored paternity. Luiza was outed by the Russian media as Putin’s alleged daughter
in 2019. Putin has two adult daughters, Maria, 36, and Katerina, 35, from his
decades-long marriage to former flight attendant Lyudmila Shkrebneva.

A map detailing the Russian invasion and advancement in Ukraine.

The Russian strongman is alleged to have a string of other children, including four
with his mistress Alina Kabaeva, but he has never confirmed the rumors.
Kabaeva, a former Olympic gymnast, was allegedly hiding out in a secure chalet in
Switzerland with her children amid the Ukraine invasion, a Page Six source said.

