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Joe Manchin Sinks Biden’s Battleship – After The President Blames Oil Prices On
OPEC, The Senator Sets The Record Straight
Ben Dutka - GOP Daily brief

Gas prices continue to rise across the country, and concerned consumers are
wondering just how high the prices could go. Combined with the supply chain crisis,
America faces a difficult holiday season.
The Biden administration is also under fire — the President has provided a reason for
the skyrocketing gas prices, but says there isn’t much we can do about it right now.
But one Democrat doesn’t agree with the President’s reasoning.
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.V.) has stood against Biden and his staff for much of 2021.
He frequently voiced his opposition to controversial policies, and he’s even
considered leaving the Democrat party.
Manchin is one of the few leftist politicians to reject the Biden administration’s
spending bill, for example. He hasn’t supported much of the “pork” his fellow
Democrats have tried to put in.
And in the case of the gas price fiasco, Manchin doesn’t believe the President’s
excuse.
Recently, President Biden blamed the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) for the high gas prices. This likely sounded reasonable to most of
his supporters.
But it’s not reasonable at all, according to Manchin.
During an interview with Fox News host Bret Baier, Sen. Manchin responded to
Biden’s assertion, and said that in fact, America can fix this problem itself
Via The Daily Wire:
We have been energy independent for the first time in 67 years.

…why don’t we do more drilling, and why don’t we do more basically production in
the United States?
I’m not depending on OPEC. I’m not depending on other countries for my energy
anymore.
We know how to do it. We have the technology. We should be resilient, relying on
ourselves.
One of Biden’s first moves in office was to cancel the XL Pipeline, and he’s jumped
aboard the “green” bandwagon in the war against fossil fuels.
But as a result, this has caused gas and oil prices to surge, and a lot of Americans are
feeling the crunch. It isn’t helping the overall bottom line for the economy, or for
individual households.
And to many critics, it feels like we’re reverting to depending on overseas sources for
our energy.
As Manchin says, there’s no reason to do this. If we have the supply and means in this
country, there’s no excuse for relying on foreign sources to run this country.
Former President Donald Trump worked toward making the U.S. more independent
on this front, and believed America should distance itself from OPEC. Many
economists supported the idea.
However, with climate change dominating the leftist handbook right now, it’s difficult
to make any headway in terms of drilling in the U.S.
It doesn’t help that the economy continues to struggle as the country claws its way
back from the pandemic. High energy prices only makes it more difficult to recover
completely.
That’s likely why Sen. Manchin wants the country to support itself, primarily because
it can — but also because to him, it’s a perfectly logical solution.
Economists and other experts may agree. And there’s no doubt that millions of
Americans will appreciate Manchin’s words, and wonder why we have to continue to
rely on OPEC.
Key Takeaways:
Sen. Joe Manchin doesn’t agree with President Biden’s excuse for the high gas
prices.
Biden blames OPEC, but Manchin believes the U.S. could fix the problem without any
outside help.
Manchin says we have the supply on domestic soil, and thinks we should do more
drilling and become more independent.
House Votes to Ban All Goods From China’s Xinjiang Over Forced Labor
Concerns
Mimi Nguyen Ly - (www.theepochtimes.com)

The House of Representatives late Wednesday passed legislation to ban all goods
from China’s remote northwestern region of Xinjiang over concerns about forced
labor.

A perimeter fence is constructed around what is officially known as a vocational skills
education center in Dabancheng in Xinjiang Uyghur region, China, on Sept. 4, 2018.
(Thomas Peter/Reuters)

From WWW.THEEPOCHTIMES.COM
The House of Representatives late Wednesday passed legislation to ban all goods
from China’s remote northwestern region of Xinjiang over concerns about forced
labor.
The Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act, which passed the Democrat-led chamber
by an overwhelming vote of 428-1, now heads to the Senate. It would need to pass the
Senate and be signed by President Joe Biden to become law.
Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) was the only lawmaker who voted against the measure.

The measure would create a “rebuttable presumption” that all goods from Xinjiang,
where the ruling Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has set up a vast network of
detention and reeducation camps for Uyghurs and other ethnic minorities, are made
with forced labor.
To bypass the import ban, entities would be required to prove, with “clear and
convincing evidence,” that their goods from the Xinjiang region are not made with
forced labor.
The bill also requires the president impose sanctions on foreign officials that he
determines have “knowingly” engaged in or facilitated forced labor of victims in
Xinjiang.
It also requires the Secretary of State to, with in 90 days of the legislation’s enactment,
determine whether forced labor and other human rights abuses against Uyghurs and
minorities in Xinjiang “can be considered systematic and widespread, and therefore
constitutes crimes against humanity or constitutes genocide.”
Representative Jim McGovern (D-Mass.), the bill’s sponsor, said on the House floor,
“This is not a partisan issue. It is a human rights issue. It is a moral issue.”
A similar version of the bill previously passed the Senate in a unanimous vote in July.
Lawmakers would need to go to conference to reconcile a number of differences
between the House- and Senate- passed measures.
The Uyghur Human Rights Project, a human rights advocacy group, urged the House
and Senate to “quickly reconcile the two bills and send the legislation to President
Biden’s desk by the end of 2021.”
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) who previously introduced the Senate bill alongside Sen.
Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), said jurisdictional issues could slow down the House-passed
bill’s progress in the Senate.
“They’re passing a bill that they know has had, in the past, jurisdictional problems in
the Senate,” Rubio said Wednesday at an American Compass event at Hillsdale
College, reported Bloomberg.
“My sense is, even as they pass that today and I’m glad they’re taking action, they’re
doing it in a way that helps those who are trying to keep this from becoming law.”
Prior to the House bill’s passage, Rubio in a statement on Wednesday accused the
Biden administration and big corporations of “still working to make sure this bill
never becomes law.”
“And they are already working to complicate things here in the Senate,” he added.
“Anyone who helps them stop our efforts while hiding behind procedures and
technicalities should be called out f... (Read more)
Tweets mentioned:

Covid-19: Biến thể Omicron có thể không nguy hiểm hơn Delta.
Jeenah Moon - Reuters

Ảnh minh họa: Cảnh xếp hàng chờ xét nghiệm Covid-19 tại New York (Hoa Kỳ) ngày
03/12/2021. REUTERS - JEENAH MOON
Các nhà khoa học hàng đầu của Tổ Chức Y Tế Thế Giới (WHO) và Hoa Kỳ cho biết,
các loại vac-xin hiện nay vẫn có hiệu quả bảo vệ những bệnh nhân bị nhiễm biến thể
Omicron. Dữ liệu sơ bộ cho thấy biến thể Omicron không gây ra nhiều trường hợp
nghiêm trọng hơn so với biến thể Delta. Tuy nhiên, vẫn cần thực hiện thêm các nghiên
cứu, nhất là là về hiệu quả của liều tăng cường.
Giám đốc ban xử lý các tình huống y tế khẩn cấp của WHO, ông Michael Ryan, trả
lời AFP hôm thứ Ba, ngày 7/12/2021, là « không có lý do gì để nghi ngờ » hiệu quả
của các loại vac-xin hiện nay trong việc bảo vệ các bệnh nhân bị nhiễm biến thể
Omicron, tránh được các biến chứng nghiêm trọng của bệnh và phải nhập viện.
Về phần mình, giáo sư Anthony Fauci, nhà khoa học đầu ngành, cố vấn dịch tễ của
chính phủ Mỹ, cũng xác nhận đánh giá trên và khẳng định rằng « gần như chắc chắn
là biến thể Omicron không nguy hiểm hơn Delta ». Theo ông Fauci, có một số dấu
hiệu chỉ ra rằng Omicron thậm chí còn ít nghiêm trọng hơn. Tuy nhiên, vẫn cần thận
trọng bởi các dữ liệu nghiên cứu chỉ mới ở giai đoạn sơ khởi.

Chuyên gia Mỹ cũng thận trọng lưu ý thêm rằng biến thể Omicron lây lan rất nhanh,
các loại vac-xin có thể kém hiệu quả hơn, và « cần phải đợi thêm ít nhất hai tuần nữa
mới có thể đánh giá chính xác về mức độ nguy hiểm của biến thể này. »
Theo một nghiên cứu khác, do phòng thí nghiệm ở Nam Phi, Africa Health Research
thực hiện, vac-xin Pfizer chỉ bảo vệ được một phần, chống lại biến thể mới này. Giáo
sư tại phòng thí nghiệm Nam Phi, ông Alex Sigal chỉ ra rằng mức độ trung hòa của
biến thể Omicron đã giảm rất mạnh so với các chủng Covid phát hiện trước đó.
Về mặt tích cực, những người đã tiêm hai liều vac-xin Pfizer hoặc đã nhiễm bệnh có
thể vô hiệu hóa biến thể mới này. Do đó, liều tăng cường có thể tăng khả năng phòng
ngừa nhiễm bệnh. Giáo sư Alex Sigal nói thêm rằng, nếu cơ thể càng có nhiều kháng
thể, khả năng chống lại Omicron sẽ cao hơn.
Sự xuất hiện của biến thể Omicron đã khiến nhiều quốc gia quan ngại, đặc biệt là ở
châu Âu, nơi đang phải đối mặt với làn sóng dịch thứ năm do số ca nhiễm tăng trở lại
vì biến thể Delta. Một số quốc gia đã tuyên bố đóng cửa biên giới đối với Nam Phi và
một số nước trong khu vực này, mà Nam Phi cho rằng đây là hành động tẩy chay phi
lý.
Tiêm chủng bắt buộc nên là phương kế cuối cùng.
Cũng trong hôm thứ Ba, WHO đã kêu gọi các quốc gia đưa ra các biện pháp để bảo
vệ trẻ em tốt hơn khỏi dịch bệnh, do số ca nhiễm ở trẻ trong độ tuổi 5-14 gia tăng,
thậm chí còn cao hơn hai đến ba lần so với các nhóm tuổi khác.
Theo tổ chức này, mặc dù dịch bệnh bùng phát trở lại ở châu Âu, việc tiêm chủng bắt
buộc, do một số quốc gia quyết định hoặc vẫn đang dự trù, nên là « phương kế cuối
cùng », bởi vì điều này có thể ảnh hưởng đến niềm tin của công chúng đối với
vac-xin.
Link:
https://www.rfi.fr/vi/qu%E1%BB%91c-t%E1%BA%BF/20211208-covid-19-bi%E1%
BA%BFn-th%E1%BB%83-omicron-c%C3%B3-th%E1%BB%83-kh%C3%B4ng-nguy
-hi%E1%BB%83m-h%C6%A1n-delta

Kentucky Gov. Beshear declares state of emergency after deadly tornado, asks
Biden for assistance.
Kelly Laco - Fox News
Fox News' Ashley Strohmier provides the latest update after deadly tornadoes rip
through Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky and Illinois.
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear declared a state of emergency early Saturday morning
and asked President Biden for federal assistance after a severe storm swept through
the state overnight causing a "significant loss of life."
There may be more than 50 fatalities after one factory collapsed.

In a letter to Biden on Dec. 11, Beshear writes that there may be "more than 50"
fatalities after a Graves County factory collapsed due to a tornado, trapping workers
inside.
"I request that you declare an emergency disaster for the Commonwealth of Kentucky
in response to a severe weather system that has produced numerous tornadoes,"
wrote Beshear.
The governor states that the massive amounts of debris is making it extremely difficult
for search and rescue efforts, and the Kentucky National Guard has been deployed to
provide assistance and support to impacted communities.

First responders work outside an Amazon fulfillment center after it was heavily
damaged when a strong thunderstorm moved through the area Friday, Dec. 10, 2021,
in Edwardsville, Ill. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
"Kentucky is in need of federal assistance to respond to his event. Power outages are
widespread. At this time it is apparent there is a need for emergency generators to
power critical facilities."
Beshear stated during a 5 a.m. press conference that a single tornado tore across the
state in a sustained way for more than 200 miles – and at least four different
tornadoes struck the state during the night.
In addition, he said the death toll could reach between 70 and 100 dead, across five
or more counties.
He advised Kentucky residents to stay as safe as they can and warned them to stay off
the roads as emergency crews continued their response.
Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., also urged Biden to support
Beshear's request for federal assistance.
"I am praying for the lives lost and communities impacted by the tornado devastation
throughout the Commonwealth. Thank you to the first responders and the National
Guard for their brave efforts amid this tragedy. As I continue to get reports from my
staff, local and state officials, we will work with the entire Kentucky federal
delegation to support Governor Andy Beshear's request for federal assistance in

order to aid these hard-hit communities with the funding and resources they need to
rebuild," said McConnell in a statement Saturday.

British PM Johnson facing crisis as nation reacts to government parties held
during COVID lock-downs.
Peter Aitken | Fox News
Johnson faces rumblings of 'no confidence' from some members of his party
Fox News Flash top headlines are here. Check out what's clicking on Foxnews.com.
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson faces a crisis in his country and government as
revelations of secret parties with administration officials during COVID-19 lockdown
rules continue to leak to the public.
Reports of a 2020 Christmas party broke last week when The Daily Mirror reported
that between 40 and 50 members of Johnson’s staff gathered at least twice for
celebrations while the rest of the country observed strict government-imposed
lockdown protocols. One source who claimed knowledge of the party called it "a
Covid nightmare."
British news channel ITV earlier this week bolstered that report when it released a
leaked behind-the-scenes video of a government press conference rehearsal, during
which officials joked about a "fictional party" that allegedly happened on Dec. 18 last
year. The second alleged party occurred on Nov. 27 to see off a colleague.

In this photo issued by UK Parliament, Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson speaks
during Prime Minister's Questions in the House of Commons, London, Wednesday
Dec. 8, 2021. (Jessica Taylor/UK Parliament via AP)
"This fictional party was a business meeting and it was not socially distanced,"
then-Press Secretary Allegra Stratton said to a small group of reporters, joking "I
went home" and "It was just cheese and wine."

But the BBC previously reported that a party did take place at the time – just two days
after Johnson’s administration banned most indoor gatherings of two or more people.
The alleged government Christmas party included "several dozen" people in
attendance. Johnson himself is not accused of attending either party.

An anti-Conservative Party protester holds a placard with an image of British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson including the words "Now Partygate" backdropped by the
Houses of Parliament, in London, Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021. British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson on Wednesday ordered an inquiry and said he was "furious" after a
leaked video showed senior members of his staff joking about holding a
lockdown-breaching Christmas party. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham)
Opposition leader Kier Starmer of the Labour Party seized upon the revelation to
sharply criticize the ruling party, saying the prime minister should be "ashamed."
"Millions of people now think the prime minister was taking them for fools and that
they were lied to. They’re right, aren’t they?" Starmer asked Johnson during the
prime minister’s weekly question session.
Johnson said he was "furious" to see the clip and apologized "unreservedly for the
offense that it has caused up and down the country."
"I apologize for the impression it gives," Johnson told the House of Commons.
Johnson said he had ordered Britain’s top civil servant, Simon Case, to investigate
and anyone found to have broken the rules would be disciplined.

FILE - Britain's COP26 spokesperson Allegra Stratton attends the UN Climate
Change Conference COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. (Adrian
Dennis/Pool Photo via AP, File)
A leaked video that shows staff members in British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
office joking about holding a lockdown-breaching Christmas party last year is adding
fuel to allegations that government officials flouted coronavirus rules they imposed on
everyone else.
A video aired late Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2021 by broadcaster ITV showed then-press
secretary Allegra Stratton appearing to joke about an illicit party at the prime
minister's Downing Street office.
But reports soon roped Johnson into the gatherings, claiming that his staff helped
organize the party, which had wine, food, games, and a gift exchange.
The public outcry turned swiftly on Johnson: People have demanded answers and
otherwise vented their frustration in creative ways, such as a poem on the London
subway titled "Downing Street December" that mocked the party for "one rule for
them and one for me." A Facebook event for a Christmas "rave" at 10 Downing Street
has gathered 170,000 "attending" and 231,000 "interested," The Express reported.

In this photo issued by UK Parliament, Britain's Labour Party leader Sir Keir
Starmer speaks during Prime Minister's Questions in the House of Commons, London,
Wednesday Dec. 8, 2021. (Jessica Taylor/UK Parliament via AP)
Johnson has already faced pressure from some corners of his party for reports that
the country will resume lockdown this winter amid other criticism of how Johnson has
handled issues of corruption and his party's crushing defeats in recent local
by-elections that saw conservatives lose six of the seven seats up for grabs.
A dozen party ministers had written letters of no confidence in November, weeks
before news of the lockdown-defying parties whipped up anger among the public.
Senior Conservative MP Sir Roger Gale said "the buck stops at the top" and called
for Johnson to provide definitive answers regarding the parties.
Under party rules, a leadership contest triggers if 15% of sitting Conservative MPs
write a letter to the chair of the committee demanding one, according to The
Independent.
In a call between Bolton West Conservative MP Chris Green and a Manchester radio
show, Green refused to directly answer if he had lost confidence in the Prime Minister.
He instead paused awkwardly and ultimately said "I think the silence does speak
volumes."
(The Associated Press contributed to this report.)

Mỹ : Lạm phát ở mức cao nhất từ gần 40 năm qua.

Giá xăng dầu ở Mỹ tăng 6,8% trong tháng 11/2021. Ảnh minh họa chụp tại
Marysville, Washington, ngày 10/12/2021. AP - Elaine Thompson
Tại Mỹ, giá cả tăng 6,8% trong tháng 11/2021 so với cùng kỳ năm 2020. Lạm phát ở
mức cao nhất từ gần 40 năm qua.

Tình trạng lạm phát không kiểm soát được đang là một vấn đề cho chính quyền Biden.
Từ Washington, thông tín viên đài RFI Guillaume Naudin giải thích :
« Thất nghiệp giảm, lương tăng, kinh tế hồi phục mạnh mẽ, thị trường chứng khoán
hoạt động tốt, nhưng giá cả cũng tăng. Dù Nhà Trắng có lấy làm tiếc, thì điểm này
vẫn thu hút sự chú ý. Vật giá tăng, nhưng ít nhanh hơn, theo giải thích của ông Joe
Biden trong một thông cáo. Ông nhấn mạnh rằng áp lực lạm phát là trên quy mô toàn
cầu và do gián đoạn trong các chuỗi cung ứng. Nguyên thủ Mỹ nhận thấy rằng giá
xăng dầu, chỉ số mang tính biểu tượng nhất và được theo dõi kỹ nhất, đã bắt đầu hạ.
Nhà Trắng hy vọng rằng đỉnh lạm phát đã qua, nhưng thống đốc Ngân hàng Trung
ương Jerome Powell cách đây vài hôm lại thừa nhận rằng lạm phát không hẳn là
nhất thời. Do đó, Cục Dự trữ Liên bang Mỹ (FED) cần điều chỉnh chính sách tiền tệ
để chính sách bớt dễ dãi hơn trong những tháng tới và có thể ngay từ cuộc họp trong
tuần sau. Điều này có thể làm suy yếu việc hồi phục kinh tế.
Trong khi chờ đợi, Joe Biden kêu gọi thông qua kế hoạch ngân sách dành cho xã hội
và biến đổi khí hậu để giảm chi phí sinh hoạt cho các hộ gia đình Mỹ. Các thượng
nghị sĩ đảng Cộng Hòa lên án rằng việc chi ra hàng ngàn tỷ đô la, ngược lại, sẽ chỉ
làm gia tăng áp lực lạm phát. Một số thượng nghị sĩ Dân Chủ có cùng suy nghĩ này.
Họ cản trở việc thông qua kế hoạch, mặc cho tổng thống Mỹ phải đau đầu ».
https://www.rfi.fr/vi/qu%E1%BB%91c-t%E1%BA%BF/20211211-lam-phat-o-my

Pumping gas and looked up to see the damage and saw this.

Battle lines appear to tighten over Russia's potential invasion into Ukraine
CBS News
Battle lines appear to be tightening over Russia's potential invasion into neighboring
Ukraine — and NATO and other European leaders are pleading for diplomacy ahead
of face-to-face talks between the U.S. and Russia in Geneva next week.

Ukrainian Board Guard Press Office via AP Ukraine Russia

The White House is pushing back against a report that said the Biden administration
might be willing to consider lowering troop levels in Eastern Europe if Russia would
pull back its forces from near Ukraine, Christina Ruffini reports for "CBS Saturday
Morning." A senior State Department official told reporters on Friday, "I want to be
crystal clear that that is not accurate."
"Russia's aggressive actions are a threat to peace and security in Europe," Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said at a rare Friday news conference.
He threatened massive consequences for further Russian aggression in Europe, but
said diplomacy is still an option.
The U.S. wants Russia to reduce its troop presence along Ukraine's eastern border,
where Russian forces annexed Crimea in 2014. Russia, in turn, has made its own
demands, including that no new countries be allowed to join NATO.
Both the U.S. and NATO have called that a nonstarter.
"We will not compromise on core principles, including the right for every nation to
decide its own path, including what kind of security arrangements it wants to be a
part of," said NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg.
A U.S. intelligence report estimated the nearly 100,000 Russian forces near Ukraine
could be ready to invade at the start of this year.
This week, Russian paratroopers landed in neighboring Kazakhstan after its president
requested help controlling anti-government protests.
"I think one lesson in recent history is that once Russians are in your house, it's
sometimes very difficult to get them to leave," said Blinken.
President Biden has said U.S. forces won't be going into Ukraine, but they might be
needed in NATO ally countries around Eastern Europe if Russia decides to venture
past its border.
Defense minister warns Greece not to test Turkey's patience
Suzan Fraser (Associated Press) - AP
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Greece should refrain from testing Turkey’s patience with
provocations, including with a threat to extend its territorial waters in the Aegean,
Turkey’s defense minister warned on Saturday.
Speaking to a group of journalists in Ankara, Hulusi Akar also said Turkey wanted to
resolve disputes with neighbor and fellow NATO member Greece through dialogue
and turn the Aegean into a “sea of friendship” but accused Athens of pressing ahead
with what he said were provocative actions, including militarizing islands close to
mainland Turkey, in breach of international agreements.

“They (Greece) should not miscalculate and think it’s the right time (to extend the
territorial waters to) 12 miles,” Akar said. “They should not test us in any way, and
should not embark on such an adventure. I hope they don’t make such a mistake.”
He added: “Let the two sides benefit from the riches, let both the Turkish people and
the Greek people live happily and prosperously.”
Greece and Turkey have long been at odds over a series of disputes, including
territorial rights in the Aegean Sea and over energy exploration rights in the eastern
Mediterranean. Tensions flared in the summer of 2020 over exploratory drilling
rights in areas in the Mediterranean where Greece and Cyprus claim their own
exclusive economic zone.
Greece says it maintains its right to extend its territorial waters from the current six
to 12 nautical miles around its Aegean islands. Turkey has long said it would
consider the move — which would block its own access to the Aegean — as a cause
for war. Last year, the Greek parliament voted to extend its waters along its western
coastline, on the other side of the country, to 12 miles.
Athens has recently called on Turkey to revoke the decision to consider an extension
of the territorial waters as a cause for war if it wants to normalize ties. It has also
urged Ankara to end what it also terms as provocations in the Aegean and the eastern
Mediterranean.
Commenting on the NATO alliance, meanwhile, Akar lamented what he said was
“open or covert” arms embargo by some NATO allies on Turkey. He said those
countries were “weakening” the alliance by not selling defense components to
Turkey.
The United States slapped sanctions on some Turkish defense officials and expelled
Turkey from the U.S.-led F-35 fighter jet program after Turkey purchased Russia’s
advanced S-400 long-range missile defense system, over concerns that the Russian
technology would put the safety of the fighter jets at risk.
Canada canceled export licenses for drone technology to Turkey in April last year
after finding the equipment had been used by Turkey’s ally Azerbaijan in the conflict
with Armenian forces in Nagorno-Karabakh five months earlier. Arms control
advocates had claimed the UAVs were using imaging and targeting systems produced
by a Canadian company.
In October 2019, Canada joined a handful of European countries, including France,
Britain and Germany, in suspending arms exports after Ankara launched an
operation in northeast Syria against Kurdish fighters.
Akar said talks with the U.S. over a Turkish request to purchase F-16 fighter planes
as compensation for the $1.4 billion it spent on the F-35 program before its ouster,
were ongoing. Turkey is also looking to purchase kits to modernize its existing F-16
fleet.

Asked about growing tensions over Russia’s military build-up around Ukraine, Akar
said Turkey wanted the dispute to be resolved with the “maximum possible calm and
caution.”
He added: “Our vision from the very beginning is this: We are for peace, for the
solution of problems through negotiations. Let’s not increase the tension, let’s stay
away from any provocative behavior... That’s why we tell our interlocutors over and
over that it is very important to act with caution."
Here's why the unrest in Kazakhstan is wreaking havoc on crypto and commodity
markets
Isabelle Lee (ilee@insider.com) - Business Insider

Jakub Porzycki/NurPhoto via Getty Images Bitcoin and the flag of Kazakhstan Jakub
Porzycki/Nur.
It's been days since thousands of protesters stormed the streets of Kazakhstan to
express outrage against the rising prices of liquefied petroleum gas, which means it's
also been days since the internet was shut down nationwide, compromising the safety
and security of many businesses and residents.
Among the sectors that were hit hardest was bitcoin mining, a burgeoning industry in
the Central Asian nation.
Kazakhstan last year became the world's second-largest center for bitcoin mining
after China clamped down on crypto activities, according to data from the Cambridge
Centre for Alternative Finance.
Hours after the internet was cut off Tuesday evening, bitcoin's hash rate dropped by
12%, Larry Cermak, VP of research at The Block, said in a tweet. Hash rate is a key
measure of how much computing power is required to support the network and to
create new bitcoin.

"The internet blackout likely prevented miners from accessing the bitcoin network,
thereby leading to an immediate and steep drop-off in the global network," John
Warren, CEO of GEM Mining, a bitcoin mining firm told Insider.
But Warren isn't too concerned. He said even if it's difficult to foresee how the events
in Kazakhstan will unfold, bitcoin's network is resilient, having been able to
seamlessly recover from recent outages.
"I think such disruptions won't have a big impact on it," he told Insider.
As of Friday evening, internet connectivity in Kazakhstan continued to flatline for
the 60th hour despite being briefly restored in some parts of the country for a couple
of hours to air the televised speech of its president, according to Isik Mater. She is the
director of research at NetBlocks, a watchdog organization that monitors
cybersecurity and the internet globally.
Kazakhstan's appeal to bitcoin miners has a lot to do with the nation's affordable
energy supply thanks to an abundance of coal power, according to Mohamed
Elkasstawi, co-founder of Tribal Credit, crypto-focused enterprise payment platform.
"This is a significant advantage to miners who compete in a low-margin industry
where their highest cost is energy," Elkasstawi told Insider.
Bitcoin slipped to a three-month low on Friday. While the drop in hash rate is not
directly linked to the asset's price, the internet shutdown has affected bitcoin's ability
to create more of itself through bitcoin mining.
Marcus Sotiriou, analyst at digital asset broker GlobalBlock, called this slide a
"short-term spook."
Going forward, it remains to be seen what the bitcoin miners will do if the situation in
Kazakhstan doesn't change. For Alan Konevsky, chief legal officer at PrimeBlock
Ventures, an investment firm focused on digital assets, bitcoin miners in the US will
be indirectly affected in positive ways.
"First, less hash power in the network means more room for miners in North America
to increase their share of the network," Konevsky told Insider.
"Second, mining companies set up in countries like Kazakhstan and Kosovo because
the cost of electricity is much cheaper than in North America. If mining becomes a
complete non-starter in these countries, we could see miners re-locate instead of
shutting operations, negating the loss of hash power."
Outside of digital assets, some commodities have spiked in the midst of the turmoil.
Prices of uranium and crude oil, in particular, surged on fears of diminished
production.
Kazakhstan is the world's largest supplier of uranium, the most widely used fuel by
nuclear plants accounting for about 40% of global output, Insider reported. Prices of

uranium jumped about 8% on Wednesday, according to commodity pricing
agency S&P Platts.
Brent futures also rose about 6% this week after production at Tengiz, Kazakhstan's
biggest oil field, was reduced on Thursday due to disrupted train
lines, Reuters reported. The country is a major oil producer with an output of 1.6
million barrels a day, according to Reuters.
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev on Friday said order has been "mainly restored"
after one of the most intense political upheavals the country has seen since gaining
independence over 30 years ago.

2 N. Carolina justices won't step away from voter ID case
Gary D. Robertson (Associated Press) - AP
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Two North Carolina Supreme Court justices — the son of a
powerful legislator among them — said on Friday they won't step away from hearing
a case that challenges a pair of constitutional amendments, one of which mandates
photo voter identification.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this photo provided by the North Carolina
Administrative Office of the Courts, Associate Justice Phil Berger Jr. poses for a
picture.
On Friday, Jan. 7, 2022, two North Carolina Supreme Court justices, including
Berger, have decided they won’t step away from hearing a case that challenges two
constitutional amendments, one of which mandates photo voter identification.
(Courtesy of North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts via AP, File)
Associate Justices Phil Berger Jr. and Tamara Barringer wrote separately that each
believes they “can and will be fair and impartial” in hearing the lawsuit brought by
the state NAACP. Both justices cited in part the will of the voters who elected them in
2020 to resolve judicial questions.

Lawyers for the civil rights group asked last summer that the two justices be
disqualified from participating in the deliberations, citing conflicts. The attorneys
pointed to Berger as the son of Republican state Senate leader Phil Berger, who is a
defendant in the lawsuit that challenges in part the legality of a 2018 statewide
referendum that enshrines a voter ID mandate in the North Carolina Constitution.
And as a senator, Barringer voted in favor of holding the referendum on the voter ID
amendment.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this photo provided by the North Carolina
Administrative Office of the Courts, Associate Justice Tamara Barringer poses for a
photo.
On Friday, Jan. 7, 2022, two North Carolina Supreme Court justices, including
Barringer, have decided they won’t step away from hearing a case that challenges
two constitutional amendments, one of which mandates photo voter identification.
(Courtesy of North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts via AP, File)
The younger Berger wrote that it’s plain that his father is listed as a defendant due to
procedure in his official capacity only, and that the lawsuit is truly against the state.
“More than 2.7 million North Carolinians, knowing or at least having information
available to them concerning my father’s service in the Legislature, elected me to
consider and resolve significant constitutional questions like the one here,” Berger
wrote in denying the recusal motion.
Barringer calculated that of the previous 100 justices on the court before here,
slightly over half had first served in the legislature and had fairly and impartially
judged state law.
“I am following a strong and firmly rooted tradition in reaching the conclusion not to
recuse myself due to my prior legislative service,” Barringer wrote.
Following the July recusal requests, the seven-member court postponed oral
arguments on the substance of the litigation. And in September it asked lawyers to

address more than 20 questions related to recusals, including whether justices could
require a colleague be removed against their will.
It resulted in a flurry of filings by lawyers and academics. as well as fears among
some Republicans that a majority of justices could remove Berger or Barringer, both
registered Republicans. Democrats hold a 4-3 seat advantage on the court.
The Supreme Court released a decision last week that declared in any case an
individual justice can either decide on their own or ask the rest of the court to do so.
With whatever option is used, the recusal ruling is final, the court wrote.
Friday's orders should allow the court to take up arguments in the case soon. The
lawsuit challenges another amendment that lowered the cap on a state income tax
rate.
A trial judge struck down the amendments in 2019, declaring that since many
legislators were illegitimately elected from what were previously declared by judges
as racially biased districts, they lacked the power to put the questions on the ballot.
But an appeals court overturned that decision in 2020.
The case is one of three pending lawsuits challenging voter ID in North Carolina. A
law approved in late 2018 implementing ID details after the successful referendum is
currently not enforceable.
A federal case was previously set to go to trial later this month before the U.S.
Supreme Court agreed to hear arguments about whether legislative leaders should be
permitted to formally defend the law at the trial. And in September, a state judicial
panel ruled that the law was unconstitutional.
Video of Booby Traps Used by Viet Cong in Vietnam War Horrifies Internet
Jack Beresford - Newsweek

vasare/Getty

A video showcasing some of the booby traps used by the Viet Cong during the
Vietnam War has surfaced on social media, and viewers have reacted to it with a mix
of shock and horror.
The footage was first posted to TikTok by thao50211, where it garnered over 2.7
million views. It has since been re-posted to Reddit by aloanhbinhgold where it has
earned more than 103,000 up votes. The video can be viewed here.
In the clip, which appears to have been filmed at a museum or exhibit focused on
the Vietnam War, a tour guide takes viewers through a selection of the traps
purportedly used in the conflict.
It makes for a difficult watch, with the guide showing off a selection of contraptions
designed to maim and kill American GIs during the war, which ran from November
1955 to April 1975.
The video showcases hidden trap doors, revolving spikes and other improvised
weaponry that proved a crucial component of the Viet Cong's guerrilla tactics against
the superior firepower of the U.S. military.
Accustomed to their homeland's dense jungle surroundings, the idea was to create
hidden traps in the undergrowth that effectively hindered GIs' ability to pursue the
Viet Cong's retreating forces.
According to History Hit many of the traps were "designed to maim instead of kill"
and had a two-pronged effect.
"Not only did this mean other soldiers were required to remove their wounded
colleagues which hampered operations, but it also meant the traps were a
psychological weapon as word about them spread," they explained.
It's estimated that as many as 11 percent of deaths and 15 percent of wounds to U.S.
soldiers during the conflict were a result of the kind of booby traps and landmines
showcased in the clip.
The clip drew shocked reactions on Reddit with Mandascuck branding the traps
"resourcefully brutal" and LoneWolf_855 agreeing they were "horrifying."
For users like Salt-Birthday-5527 imagining what the American GIs' fighting in the
conflict must have gone through was almost too much to bear.
"The boys went in thinking they were saviors to the local people," they wrote. "This is
dark age brutality. The boys went through hell."
One user, posting as Leelee1976, claimed his father fought in Vietnam and told him
"they refused to find out the new recruits name until they had been in the unit for
more than 90 days" on account of the number of new recruits who would be killed
within that time.
Another, posting as Vegetablelasagnaaaa added that many of the spikes used in these
traps "were covered in excrement" in order to "heed infection."

According to U.S. Wings, young recruits did indeed make up the majority of U.S.
casualties with some 61% younger than 21 years old when they died. The average age
of the men killed during the conflict was also 23.1 years.
History Collection also confirms the claims that spikes were often contaminated to
encourage infection.
They say the Viet Cong "made punji stakes out of heated and sharpened wood or
bamboo" and would often "smear the tip of the stakes with urine, feces, poison, or
other contaminants to infect the wound when it penetrated the skin."

A drug cartel dumped an SUV filled with 10 corpses near the Christmas tree outside
the offices of a Mexican governor, officials say
Joshua Zitser (jzitser@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Edgar Robledo/Reuters Police forces work at the scene as they remove a vehicle that
contained the bodies left by unknown assailants in Zacatecas, Mexico January 6,
2022.
An SUV filled with bodies was parked close to a Christmas tree outside the office of a
Mexican governor. The 10 bodies showed apparent signs of beating and bruises,
Zacatecas's state governor says.
Mexico's president said a war between rival drug cartels was to blame for the
killings.
An SUV filled with dead bodies was abandoned outside the office of a Mexican state
governor, officials said Thursday.

The Mazda SUV, containing the corpses, was parked under a Christmas tree in the
main plaza of the state capital in the state capital of Zacatecas, in north-central
Mexico, The Guardian reported.
The bodies — 8 men and two women — showed apparent signs of beating and bruises,
Zacatecas state governor David Monreal said.
"They came to leave them here in front of the palace," he said, referring to his offices
in a historic building, reported The Guardian.
Autopsies showed that all 10 bodies died of "asphyxiation by strangulation,"
according to a video by the state's chief prosecutor José Murillo Ruiseco.
Six of them had injuries suggesting their hands and feet had been tied together,
per CBS News, and one showed indications that the person had been tortured.
The Mexican security ministry is sending assistance to help investigate the
incident, according to BBC News.
Two arrests have been made in connection with the discovery of the bodies, BBC
News reported.
The crime resulted from fighting between gangs, said President Andrés Manuel López
Obrador during a news conference Friday. The bodies were left there as a
"provocation," he added, per The Washington Post.

Google Zacatecas, Mexico on a map. Google

Zacatecas has Mexico's highest murder rate, per The New York Times, as rival gangs
fight for control of drug-smuggling routes. The state registered 1,050 murders in
2021, DW reported.
In November, the bodies of six people were found hanging from a bridge and a tree in
Zacatecas, said reports.

Russia reacts furiously to Blinken jibe over troops in Kazakhstan
Reuters

Reuters/POOL
MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia responded angrily on Saturday to a comment by U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken that Kazakhstan might have a hard time getting rid
of Russian troops, saying he should reflect instead on U.S. military meddling around
the world.
Blinken on Friday challenged Russia's justification for sending forces into
Kazakhstan.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/kazakhstan-detains-ex-security-chief-crisi
s-convulses-nation-2022-01-08 after days of violent unrest in the Central Asian
country.
"One lesson of recent history is that once Russians are in your house, it's sometimes
very difficult to get them to leave," Blinken said.
Russia's foreign ministry called Blinken's remark "typically offensive" and accused
him of joking about tragic events in Kazakhstan. It said Washington should analyse
its own track record of interventions in countries such as Vietnam and Iraq.
Biden and Putin exchange warnings over Ukraine

"If Antony Blinken loves history lessons so much, then he should take the following
into account: when Americans are in your house, it can be difficult to stay alive and
not be robbed or raped," the ministry said on its Telegram social media channel.
"We are taught this not only by the recent past but by all 300 years of American
statehood."
The ministry said the deployment in Kazakhstan was a legitimate response to
Kazakhstan's request for support from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation, an
alliance of ex-Soviet states that includes Russia.
The Kazakh intervention comes at a time of high tension in Moscow's relations with
Washington as the two countries prepare for talks on the Ukraine crisis starting on
Monday.
Moscow has deployed large numbers of troops near its border with Ukraine but
denies Western suggestions it plans to invade.
(Reporting by Gabrielle Tétrault-Farber; Editing by Mark Trevelyan and Timothy
Heritage)

Kazakhstan adds uncertainty to talks with Russia on Ukraine
By Nomaan Merchant (Associated Press) - AP

Provided by Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Russia’s decision to send paratroopers into Kazakhstan,
where a crackdown on violent anti-government protests has left dozens dead, injects
additional uncertainty into upcoming talks over a possible Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

The question is whether the unrest in Kazakhstan has changed the calculations of
Russian President Vladimir Putin as he weighs his options in Ukraine. Some say
Putin may not want to engage in two conflicts at the same time, while others say
Russia has the military capacity to do both and he will decide separately on whether
to attack Ukraine. The instability in Kazakhstan may even add new urgency to Putin's
desire to shore up Russia's power in the region.

Provided by Associated Press In this handout photo released by Russian Defense
Ministry Press Service, Belarusian peacekeepers ride an armored personnel carrier
as they leave a Russian military plane at an airfield in Kazakhstan, Saturday, Jan. 8,
2022.
As Kazakhstan struggles to cope with an increasingly violent uprising this week, it
has turned for help to a Russian-led security bloc, the Collective Security Treaty
Organization. Thousands of Russian troops have now been dispatched to Kazakhstan
to help secure strategic facilities. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
Both Kazakhstan and Ukraine are former Soviet republics that Putin has sought to
keep under Moscow's influence, but so far with vastly different results. Ukraine, an
aspiring democracy that has turned decisively toward the West, has been locked in
deadly conflict with Russia since Putin seized Crimea in 2014 and backed an
insurgency in the eastern Donbas region.
Kazakhstan, meanwhile, has been ruled in the three decades since the Soviet collapse
by autocrats who have maintained close security and political ties with Russia.

Provided by Associated Press Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks in the briefing
room of the State Department in Washington, Friday, Jan. 7, 2022. (AP
Photo/Andrew Harnik, Pool)
Russian troops entered Kazakhstan on Thursday after Kazakh President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev invoked the help of a Russia-led military alliance. The
following day, with Russian troops helping to restore control over the airport and
guarding government buildings, he ordered his forces to shoot to kill any protesters
who don't surrender.
That led to Washington and Moscow exchanging new barbs on the eve of a week of
meetings over Ukraine that begins with talks between senior U.S. and Russian
officials in Geneva on Monday.
Asked about Kazakhstan and Ukraine on Friday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said he would not “conflate these situations.”
“There are very particular drivers of what’s happening in Kazakhstan right now, as I
said, that go to economic and political matters,” Blinken said. “What’s happening in
there is different from what’s happening on Ukraine’s borders.

Provided by Associated Press An armed riot police officer detains a protester during
a security anti-terrorists operation in a street after clashes in Almaty, Kazakhstan,
Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022.
Kazakhstan's president authorized security forces on Friday to shoot to kill those
participating in unrest, opening the door for a dramatic escalation in a crackdown on
anti-government protests that have turned violent. The Central Asian nation this week
experienced its worst street protests since gaining independence from the Soviet
Union three decades ago, and dozens have been killed in the tumult. (AP Photo/Vasily
Krestyaninov)
“Having said that, I think one lesson of recent history is that once Russians are in
your house, it’s sometimes very difficult to get them to leave,” he added.
The Russian Foreign Ministry fired back with a statement that referenced past U.S.
wars and interventions in other countries. “If Antony Blinken is so into history
lessons, here's one that comes to mind: When Americans are in your house, it can be
difficult to stay alive, not being robbed or raped," the statement said.
The U.S. has for weeks warned that Putin has stationed troops near Ukraine with the
possible intent to stage a new invasion. Putin is not believed to have moved
significantly more troops toward Ukraine in the last several weeks, according to two
people familiar with the latest assessments who were not authorized to speak publicly.
But at least 100,000 Russian troops remain in positions where they could possibly
strike parts of Ukraine, the people said.

Provided by Associated Press A car, which was burned after clashes, is seen on a
street in Almaty, Kazakhstan, Friday, Jan. 7, 2022.
Kazakhstan's president authorized security forces on Friday to shoot to kill those
participating in unrest, opening the door for a dramatic escalation in a crackdown on
anti-government protests that have turned violent.
The Central Asian nation this week experienced its worst street protests since gaining
independence from the Soviet Union three decades ago, and dozens have been killed
in the tumult. (AP Photo/Vasily Krestyaninov)
In response, Washington and Kyiv have ramped up their cooperation on intelligence
and security matters, the people said.
In exchange for easing tensions with Ukraine, Putin wants NATO to halt membership
plans for all countries, including Ukraine. The U.S. and NATO have rejected that
demand.
Lawmakers and longtime observers of Russia disagree on how the Kazakhstan
situation may affect Ukraine.
Fiona Hill, former senior director for Russia and Europe at the U.S. National
Security Council, said she believed the violence in Kazakhstan “is probably going to
accelerate Putin's desire to do something” in Ukraine.
She said Putin may want to reassert dominance across the region by both shoring up
the president in Kazakhstan and undermining Ukraine's democratically elected leader,
President Volodymyr Zelensky.
“The Russian circle around Putin, they really do want to teach the Ukrainians a
lesson,” Hill said. “And they don’t shy away from killing lots of people or seeing lots
of people get killed.”

She noted that while Kazakhstan is in Central Asia, the northern part of the country
was settled by Russians and Ukrainians in Soviet times as part of the Virgin Lands
campaign, and Russians see it “very much as part of their land and not just a kind of
sphere of influence.”
“And so northern Kazakhstan ... is being seen as an extension of Russia, just like
Ukraine, Donbas and Belarus and all that industrial and agricultural complex,” said
Hill, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution.
In recent years, Russia has entered conflicts in other neighboring former Soviet
countries to seize territory or bolster Moscow-friendly governments.
In 2020, when protests broke out in Belarus over the reelection of longtime strongman
Alexander Lukashenko, Russia stood by him during a brutal crackdown and offered to
send troops. In 2008, Russia invaded Georgia and seized control of two separatist
regions.
In Belarus and now Kazakhstan, Hill noted, there is growing frustration with
Russian-backed elites and inequality, together with a growing sense of nationalism.
Those factors are also present in Ukraine, while discontent is growing in Russia as
well.
“This is deeply troubling for Putin because it shows that protests can get out of hand
over social issues,” she said. “And that even if you marginalize the opposition and
you look like you’re in charge, one day suddenly, you’re not.”
Some see Kazakhstan as also presenting an opportunity for Russia to consolidate its
power regionally.
Fyodor Lukyanov, a leading Moscow-based foreign policy expert, said by stepping in
with military force Moscow has made itself the “guarantor upon whose position
further events depend.”
He said the situation was similar to Armenia in 2020, when Russia sent peacekeeping
troops after a war with Azerbaijan over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh territory.
“This is not a final situation or a solution, but it provides an effective set of tools for
the period ahead," he wrote in a piece published Thursday.
With this happening on the eve of the talks with the U.S., “Russia has sent a reminder
of its ability to make quick and unconventional military-political decisions to
influence what is happening in parts of the world that are important for it," Lukyanov
said.
U. S. Rep. Mark Green, a Tennessee Republican who serves on the House Armed
Services and Foreign Affairs committees, is among those who see the uprising in
Kazakhstan as deterring Russia in Ukraine.
“I don’t see Russia with the capability of handling two crises simultaneously,” Green
said. “I think it will deter their ability to wage a major conflict in Ukraine.”

A fierce critic of the Biden administration, Green said he supported Blinken’s public
statements in support of Ukraine and his push for a diplomatic solution.
“If Blinken’s actions are matching his rhetoric, then they’re doing OK here,” he said.

