The latest News Around Us in Feb #6
Sen. Tommy Tuberville, who violated stock-trading rules 132 times last year, says
it's 'ridiculous' to ban lawmakers from trading stocks
Oma Seddiq (oseddiq@insider.com) - Business Insider
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Sen. Tommy Tuberville dismissed proposals to ban stock trading for lawmakers as
"ridiculous." "They might as well start sending robots up here," the Alabama
Republican told The Independent.
Several Republicans and Democrats have introduced bills to ban lawmakers from
trading stocks. Sen. Tommy Tuberville on Wednesday rejected proposals to ban
members of Congress from trading stocks, calling the idea "ridiculous."
"They might as well start sending robots up here," the Alabama Republican told The
Independent's Eric Michael Garcia. "You can't do anything."
"I think it would really cut back on the amount of people that would want to come up
here and serve, I really do," Tuberville added. "We don't need that."
Tuberville's comments come as several of his colleagues, both Republicans and
Democrats, have introduced a slew of proposals to ban lawmakers from trading
stocks, representing a bipartisan push to uproot potential conflicts of interest and
violations of stock trading rules in Congress.
Insider's "Conflicted Congress" investigation identified 55 lawmakers who failed to
properly report their financial trades last year as mandated by the Stop Trading on
Congressional Knowledge Act, also known as the STOCK Act. The rule is designed to
combat insider trading by requiring timely disclosure of stock transactions.
Tuberville was one of the worst violators of the STOCK Act in 2021, disclosing 132
stock trades weeks or months late with transactions totaling at least $894,000.
A spokesperson for Tuberville did not immediately return Insider's request for
comment.

Some recent proposals put forth by members of Congress also aim to apply a
stock-trading ban on lawmakers' spouses, children, and their congressional staffers.
Other bills don't go as far as an outright ban, and instead propose a requirement for
incoming members of Congress to put their stocks in a blind trust.
Unlike Tuberville, many Republicans have expressed support for a stock-trading ban.
Sens. Josh Hawley of Missouri and Ben Sasse of Nebraska have each introduced bills
to ban lawmakers from stock trading.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell on Tuesday signaled that he'd be open to
considering a ban, telling reporters, "We'll take a look at that kind of legislation and
see what may be appropriate."
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, after previously dismissing the idea, is now working
with House Democratic leaders to ban lawmakers from stock trading.

Last Japanese American farm on the Peninsula gets new hearing over its future
Michael Hixon - Los Angeles Daily News
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Doug Hatano grew up at his father’s elbow, working the land on the Palos Verdes
Peninsula. s he did so, the boy joined his father, James Hatano, in keeping the legacy
of Japanese American farmers alive on the hill.
But that legacy, along with the flowers and cacti that wreathed his childhood in the
decades after World War II, appeared set to die after the Rancho Palos Verdes City
Council voted late last year to terminate a lease with Hatano Farm and its longtime
foreman, Martin Martinez.
That decision paved the way for the last vestige of Japanese American farms on the
Peninsula — the history of which dates to the early 20th century — to disappear.
But now, there’s a chance for a renaissance.

The council next week will reconsider its previous decision and discuss options to
preserve, in some way, Hatano Farm, which cultivates vegetables and flowers across
5.5 acres.
“I’d rather see it stay here,” Doug Hatano said this week while visiting the farm,
“because there’s a lot of history here, not just for me.”
♦♦♦
James Hatano began planting in RPV in the 1950s, after a stint farming with aunts,
uncles and other family in Redondo Beach.
But decades before he arrived, the Peninsula teemed with Japanese American farmers
working the land. An estimated 200 farms, at their peak, operated there in the nearly
half century before the attack on Pearl Harbor drew the U.S. into World War II.
After the attack, the Peninsula farmers, like Japanese Americans throughout the U.S.,
became victims of the xenophobic policy of internment.
Once the war ended, some farmers returned, but not nearly to previous levels. Over
the years, their ranks dwindled further. Until only Hatano Farm remained.
The farmland the elder Hatano leased on the Peninsula, after venturing out on his
own, was part of the former federal Nike Missile Site LA-55.
The oldest lease agreement the city has on file between James Hatano and the U.S.
Army, said RPV spokeswoman Megan Barnes, is from December 1973, the same year
Rancho Palos Verdes was incorporated as a city.
The original lease area was 13 acres, at a set annual rent of $500, Barnes wrote in an
email.
It’s unclear when the farm shrunk. But shortly after that initial lease, RPV took over
the land thanks to a federal parks program that gave surplus property to local
agencies for public open spaces.
“When the City took over Upper Point Vicente,” Barnes said, “Mr. Hatano entered
into a new lease agreement in December 1974 with the City through September 1979
under the same terms as the Army lease.”
When that lease expired, Barnes wrote, Hatano continued farming the site without a
new lease agreement, rent free.
Then, in September 1993, James Hatano and city staff made an informal agreement.
He would pay $100 in annual rent. A formal lease agreement was not executed until
March 2001, Barnes wrote.
♦♦♦
During the farm’s early years, meanwhile, Hatano’s family grew.
Doug Hatano, who has four siblings, was born in 1955.

“I remember coming out here as a little kid,” the younger Hatano said, “riding
bicycles and getting into trouble.” When he got older, Doug Hatano said, he mostly
drove and maintained the farm’s tractors because his father was “not too
mechanically inclined.”
Dough Hatano worked at the farm while attending school. He graduated from Palos
Verdes High School. The younger Hatano also worked as an operating engineer at
Marineland of the Pacific.
Eventually, Doug Hatano, like his father, ventured out on his own — while
perpetuating the family’s legacy: Around the late 1970s and early 1980s, he bought
50 acres of farmland in Arroyo Grande, in San Luis Obispo County, near the Central
California coast.
“I started growing flowers, but the flowers didn’t do well up there so I switched over
to vegetables,” the younger Hatano said. “Then I picked up another lease, 150 acres,
and I leased that on top of my 50 acres.”
The land was valuable, he said, because neighboring farmers used his water well, so
he sold the land around 1990. Currently, Doug Hatano is an offshore platform
supervisor for Beacon West Energy Group, which is based out of Carpinteria, also in
Central California.
Yet, despite the younger Hatano going it alone, the Peninsula clan still grew, though
not in the traditional sense. In 1982, a teenager named Martin Martinez joined
Hatano Farm. He never left.
Martinez became the farm’s foreman and, and eventually, when the elder Hatano
retired, he took over operations. In 2014, the city let Martinez, with James Hatano’s
blessing, run the farm indefinitely under the expired, $100 a month lease.
A year later, James Hatano died.
♦♦♦
By then, however, the farm had spent decades operating only because of bureaucratic
indifference, its fate contractually sealed the moment RPV received the land from the
federal government.
The agreement the city signed to receive the property, under the Federal Lands to
Parks program, required the space to be used for parks and recreational purposes,
not as a commercial operation.
The city has been out of compliance for decades.
During a March 2020 City Council meeting, with the city working on a new master
plan and updating land-use designations for the area, Hatano Farm came up.
The council didn’t decide anything at the time. But the discussion, in hindsight, put
the farm on notice. Last year, in late November, the council voted to terminate the
lease and evict Martinez — though it gave the foreman until this summer to close
operations.

“It is where he works,” Daisy Martinez, the foreman’s daughter, wrote in an email
ahead of that vote, “but he loves that ranch so much; it has had tremendous
sentimental value to all of us over the years, so it is like losing a family member.”
But the death knell, it appears, has not yet sounded.
“The feedback that I have gotten is that the community felt like we’re just tossing him
out on the street,” Councilwoman Barbara Ferraro said during that meeting, “we’re
getting rid of the farm, we’re throwing away all the history.”
Residents and some council members have said they would like to celebrate and
honor the farm’s history as the Peninsula’s last Japanese American farm. And so the
farm’s fate will get another hearing on Tuesday, Feb. 15, though land-use issues
might limit their options. Any decision would need approval from the National Park
Service.
Officials for the Federal Lands to Parks program did not respond to requests for
comment.
The council on Tuesday will discuss several potential futures for the land, including
converting it into a native plant and seed nursery, creating a community garden,
striking a kitchen-to-garden agreement with Terranea Resort to grow organic
produce there, or restoring the land to its natural habitat.
Doug Hatano, for his part, does not want his family’s farm to fade into history.
And despite traveling his own path over the years, he never abandoned the Peninsula.
While his father was alive, the younger Hatano would visit and help out as often as he
could.
That continued after his father died — even today.
Doug Hatano still visits the farm every month, including this week, when he helped
Martinez with maintenance on a tractor — as he did for his father decades before.
“I just come down to help him (Martinez) out,” Hatano said.

Senator Manchin Casts More Doubt on Biden’s Agenda With Blast on Inflation
Steven T. Dennis - Bloomberg

Bloomberg
(Bloomberg) -- Senator Joe Manchin threw more cold water on President Joe Biden’s
spending agenda and again urged the Federal Reserve to act after inflation spiked to
a 7.5% rate in January, the highest rate in four decades.
“Inflation taxes are draining the hard-earned wages of every American, and it’s
causing real and severe economic pain that can no longer be ignored,” the West
Virginia Democrat said Thursday in a statement.
“It’s beyond time for the Federal Reserve to tackle this issue head on, and Congress
and the Administration must proceed with caution before adding more fuel to an
economy already on fire.”
Manchin has repeatedly declared Biden’s Build Back Better bill dead and warned
about the impact of more federal spending on inflation. But he also has continued to
say some pieces of the proposals could pass later after Congress acts on a bipartisan
bill to fund the government.
Biden has said the tax-and-spending bill would have a “negative impact on inflation,”
and pinned rising costs instead to supply-chain shortfalls.
Economists at the Penn Wharton Budget Model in December projected that the
House-passed Build Back Better bill would add as much as 0.2% to inflation over the
next two years and reduce inflation by a similar amount later in the decade. Most of
the inflationary effects would come from child tax credit payments, which have now
expired.
Manchin has told reporters he hasn’t been part of any formal negotiations on reviving
the president’s package, and his statement made clear he’s focused on inflation and
debt.
“As inflation and our $30 trillion in national debt continue a historic climb, only in
Washington, DC do people seem to think that spending trillions more of taxpayers’
money will cure our problems, let alone inflation,” he said.

He has also been urging the Federal Reserve to stop quantitative easing for months
because of soaring inflation and has easily been the Fed’s top Democratic critic.
“The longer we or the Federal Reserve waits to act, the more economic pain will be
caused,” he said.
With the president’s larger agenda stalled, some like Senate Budget Chairman Bernie
Sanders and Senator Amy Klobuchar want to bring smaller bills to the floor for votes.
Sanders said Wednesday has urged Majority Leader Chuck Schumer to move on items
like legislation to cut prescription drug prices -- a popular issue that drug companies
have successfully blocked for a generation.
That’s an issue on which Democrats are aligned with Manchin, who has backed
having the government negotiate lower drug prices.
Biden himself touted his efforts to roll back drug costs in his statement Thursday on
inflation and is traveling to Culpeper, Va., Thursday to highlight the issue.
“We will continue to fight for costs in areas that have held back families and working
people for decades, from prescription drugs to child care and elder care to their
energy costs,” Biden said in a Thursday statement.
(Adds details on smaller bills starting in 10th paragraph)

Russia begins huge war games in Belarus amid Ukraine invasion fears
ABC News

Russian Defense Ministry/AFP via Getty Images
Russia has officially kicked off the main phase of huge joint military exercises in
Belarus, as Western countries continue to warn Russian forces massed near Ukraine
could be used to launch a possible attack.

Biden warns Russia of economic repercussions if Ukraine invasion happens
Russia has poured an unprecedented number of troops and equipment into Belarus
over recent weeks ahead of the 10-day drills, moving units almost 6,000 miles from its
far east and deploying tanks, long-range artillery and advanced fighter jets.
The United States and NATO countries have expressed worries that the exercises
could be used as a cover for preparations for a possible on Ukraine, whose capital,
Kyiv, is less than 200 miles south.
But Russia and Belarus have insisted the drills are just defensive war games. Russia’s
defense ministry on Thursday said the exercises, called "Union Resolve 2022," will
“practice averting and repelling external aggression via a defensive operation, as
well as combating terrorism and defending the interests” of Russia and Belarus.
The exercises are due to end on Feb. 20 and the Kremlin has said its troops will leave
Belarus then.
Russia’s deployment of troops to Belarus is part of its broader military buildup
massing over 100,000 troops along Ukraine’s eastern border and to the south in
Crimea.
Independent military analysts have sounded the alarm over the exercises, saying the
scale of the Russian deployment is vastly larger than anything since the Cold War and
includes units that would be used in a major invasion, such as advanced anti-air
defences and Iskander-M long-range missile brigades.
Satellite imagery has shown some of the Russian units are parked only a few dozen
miles from Ukraine’s border, in areas not officially designated for the exercise.
The Belarus drills will coincide with what Western countries and some analysts have
said is the window when Russia will reach the point of readiness to launch a major
military operation against Ukraine.
NATO’s Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg on Thursday warned “the number of
Russian forces is going up. The warning time for a possible attack is going down."
“We must be prepared for the worst while remaining strongly committed to finding a
political solution," Stoltenberg added.
Ukrainian officials are much more skeptical and have denied the Russian forces in
Belarus appear ready to launch an offensive. Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov this
week said Ukraine did not see Russia forming any strike groups in Belarus and that it
had insufficient forces, he estimated only several thousand.
Ukraine's government has said it believes the Russian buildup right now is primarily
aimed at putting psychological pressure on Ukraine with the threat of attack.
In the next 10 days Russia will make a vast display of military power to the north, east
and south of Ukraine, holding exercises on an unprecedented scale also outside

Belarus. The period seems likely to be a key moment in determining whether the crisis
escalates or if the Russian buildup turns to a bluff.
The exercises in Belarus will also overlap with large-scale Russian naval drills in the
Black Sea, that on Thursday prompted Ukraine to accuse Moscow of mounting an
“unprecedented” naval blockade of Ukrainian ports.
Six Russian warships, including amphibious landing ships, entered the Black Sea
Wednesday night, to join a fleet already there. Ukraine said it “strongly protests”
against the live-fire drills between Feb. 13 and Feb. 19 that are expected to close off
access to much of its coast in the Black Sea and to the Sea of Azov.

Alexei Nikolsky/Sputnik/Kremlin Pool via AP Russian Federation via video
conference at the Novo-Ogaryovo residence outside Moscow, Feb. 9, 2022.
If President Vladimir Putin is preparing to attack, the Russian build up appears to be
approaching a point of maximum danger, according to some analysts, who say it has
nearly completed its build up of heavy equipment and is now entering a phase where
it will move up personnel to man it.
That does not mean that Russia will attack — U.S. officials say they believe Putin has
not yet made a decision — just that it will have the forces in place to do so within the
next two weeks.
“Once the second phase of the exercise begins on the 10th, I think they’re going to
have everything they need in place and I think that week or the week after would make
the most sense for an escalation if Russia is planning on doing an escalation,” Rob
Lee, an analyst at Kings College London’s War Studies department, told ABC News.
An analysis by Janes, the defense think tank, estimated there are at least 14 Russian
battalion tactical groups in Belarus with around 8,000 to 14,000 troops. The U.S. has
said it assesses as many as 30,000 could take part.

“Best case scenario at the end of the exercise they start moving that equipment out,"
Lee said. But as long as that equipment is still there then the risk is going to be very
high of an escalation." Lee said he believed a military incursion was more likely than
not.
The Kremlin has denied it has any invasion plans, dismissing it as Western
“hysteria." After meeting the U.K.’s foreign minister in Moscow on Thursday,
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov mocked Western allegations Russia was
preparing to attack, including claims it might be waiting for the ground to freeze to
allow tank movements.

Russian Defense Ministry/AFP via Getty Images This handout video grab released by
the Russian Defense Ministry on Feb. 9, 2022 shows combat crews of the S-400 air
defense system taking up combat duty during joint exercises in Belarus.
“It’s like when they say that Russia is waiting for the ground to freeze so that tanks
can easily enter Ukraine,” he added. “It seems that our British colleagues were on
similar ground today, off of which bounced all the facts we presented them.”
Key talks are taking place in Berlin Thursday aimed at continuing diplomatic efforts
to de-escalate the crisis. Ukraine and Russia will meet at the so-called "Normandy
Format," the long-running negotiations, mediated by France and Germany, aimed at
resolving the conflict between Ukraine and Russian-backed separatists in its east.
No breakthrough is expected, but Western countries are hoping the talks can build on
the small positive signs for diplomacy that emerged from French President Emmanuel
Macron’s meeting with Putin in Moscow at the start of this week.

Ron Johnson Gets the Last Word When Biden Nominee Calls GOP Senator a
'White Supremacist' - Video
Elizabeth Stauffer - The Western Journal
Republican Sen. Ron Johnson’s exchange at Tuesday’s Senate confirmation hearing
with Biden nominee Deborah Lipstadt was pure gold.
Lipstadt, a historian who has authored several books about the Holocaust, has been
tapped to lead the State Department’s Office of the Special Envoy to Monitor and
Combat Antisemitism. The Washington Post describes her as an “authority on
antisemitism.”
If confirmed, Lipstadt, who will turn 75 next month, will serve in a diplomatic role,
which is slightly ironic given the ease with which she insulted the senator from
Wisconsin in a March 2021 tweet.
Speaking with radio host Joe Pagliarulo the previous day, Johnson said he had not
been worried during the Jan. 6 Capitol incursion, but he would have been had the
rioters been members of Black Lives Matter or antifa, according to Haaretz.
He told Pagliarulo: “I knew those were people who love this country, that truly
respect law enforcement, would never do anything to break the law, so I wasn’t
concerned.”
“Now, had the tables been turned, and Joe — this is going to get me in trouble — had
the tables been turned and President Trump won the election and tens of thousands of
Black Lives Matter and antifa, I might have been a little concerned,” the senator
added. Johnson came under vicious attack by the left following those remarks.
Attaching the Haaretz article, Lipstadt took to Twitter and wrote the following:

Johnson began his exchange with Lipstadt by citing Biden’s inaugural promise to
“heal” the divisions in America and asked her if she thought he had been successful.
She replied, “I think not. I think there are deep divisions.”
He agreed. Next he told her about a hands-on program he had initiated with a
Wisconsin pastor that has already transformed the lives of hundreds of people, the
majority of them black.
So far, so good.
“A way not to heal, I think, is what’s happening on social media,” Johnson said
calmly. “It was interesting to hear [Senate Majority Leader] Sen. [Chuck] Schumer
talk about the malicious poison … And it comes from across the political spectrum.
We need to all condemn it.
“Let me ask you a question. If somebody came up to you privately, quietly and said,
‘You’re a racist. You’re a white supremacist. You’re a white nationalist.’ By the way,
I do not believe you are.
I would never assume that because certainly growing up, when I was being taught the
Commandment that says, ‘Do not bear false witness,’ my Lutheran catechism says,
‘always put the best construction on things.’ In other words, always assume the best
about people.”
“How would you feel if somebody just privately called you a racist?” he asked.
“First of all, I would say they’re wrong. Second of all, I would disagree with them,”
Lipstadt responded. “And, as I said earlier, but I want to reiterate, that even in my
critiques of people, I’m very careful never to ascribe to the person — .”
Johnson abruptly cuts her off and says, “I heard that. I thought that was interesting.”
Then he goes for the jugular: “So you never criticize the person, but that’s not true.
What you just testified there is false. Because not only did you go on … First of all,
you don’t know me. You don’t know a lot of the people that you have accused online
in front of millions of people. You have engaged in the malicious poison. You’ve
accused people you don’t know of very vile things. Wouldn’t you agree that probably
calling somebody racist is just under murderer and rapist, calling somebody a racist?
Isn’t that about as serious and vile an accusation as you can hurl against somebody.
Somebody you don’t even know. You’ve never talked to me. You’ve never met me. You
don’t know what’s in my heart, do you?”
She tells him she has no idea what’s in his heart.
“So why would you go on social media and make those charges?” Johnson asks.
“This position is supposed to be for a non-partisan. It seems like how you engage in
malicious poison is purely partisan. You’re hurling these charges against people that
are generally of one political persuasion.”
“Why did you go on social media and level these vile and horrible charges against
people, including me, that you don’t even know?

Lipstadt was clearly rattled and tried to deny it, but Johnson held up a copy of the
tweet which shows precisely what she’d said.
He asked her if she felt bad about that.
“As I said earlier, it was not nuanced. I would not do diplomacy by tweet … I
certainly did not mean it, and I’m sorry if it was taken — and I’m sorry if I made it in
a way that it could be assumed to be a political — at the person personally.”
“Listen, I appreciate your apology, and I’ll accept your apology,” the senator said.
“But I think somebody that has had a 30-year professional career ought to know
better, and when you’re being nominated and considered for confirmation to a
position of diplomacy representing these United States, I certainly cannot support
your nomination. I hope my other colleagues won’t either.”
Johnson concluded, “You’re just simply not qualified for it. I wish you the best in life,
and I do accept your apology.”
Talk about a TKO!

Louisiana federal judge blocks key Biden climate change initiative
Biden signed the initiative on his first day in office
Andrew Mark Miller - Fox Business
A Louisiana federal district court has halted a key climate initiative from Joe Biden
that he implemented shortly after becoming president last year.
In a Friday ruling, U.S. District Judge James Cain blocked Biden’s January 2021
executive order that factored in the "social cost" of carbon emissions when creating
rules regulating pollution.

President Joe Biden on Saturday urged major G20 energy producing countries with
spare capacity to boost production to ensure a stronger global economic recovery as

part of a broad effort to pressure OPEC and its partners to increase oil supply. (AP
Photo/Evan Vucci / AP Newsroom)
Cain sided with Republican attorneys general from energy-producing states who said
the administration’s action to raise the cost estimate of carbon emissions threatened
to drive up energy costs while decreasing state revenues from energy production.
The judge issued an injunction that bars the Biden administration from using the
higher cost estimate, which puts a dollar value on damages caused by every
additional ton of greenhouse gases emitted into the atmosphere.

Steam billows from stacks at the Naughton Power Plant, Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022 in
Kemmerer, Wyo. While the power plant will be closed in 2025, TerraPower
announced Kemmerer will be the site of a demonstration nuclear reactor. (AP
Photo/Natalie Behring / AP Newsroom)
President Joe Biden on his first day in office restored the climate cost estimate to
about $51 per ton of carbon dioxide emissions after the Trump administration had
reduced the figure to about $7 or less per ton.
Former President Donald Trump’s estimate included only damages felt in the U.S.
versus the global damages captured in higher estimates that were previously used
under the Obama administration.
"Plaintiff States have sufficiently identified the kinds of harms to support injunctive
relief," Cain’s ruling stated. "Moreover, the Court finds that the Plaintiff States have
made a clear showing of an injury-in-fact, and that such injury ‘cannot be undone
through monetary remedies.'"

President Joe Biden walks past members of the media as he and first lady Jill Biden
leave the White House in Washington to board Marine One helicopter, Saturday, Feb.
27, 2021, for the short trip to Andrews Air Force Base, Md., and then on to
Wilmington (AP)
"The Court agrees that the public interest and balance of equities weigh heavily in
favor of granting a preliminary injunction," the ruling added.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment from Fox
Business.

President Biden Faces Investigation Hearing – Lead Republicans Scalise And
Comer Accuse Joe Of ‘Dereliction of Duty’
Adam Casalino - GOP Daily Brief

SHARE
What’s Happening:

It’s widely believed that Joe Biden failed on his biggest promise as president. Back in
2020, he promised to “shut down” the crisis that was hurting all Americans. He was
heavily critical of Donald Trump’s response and claimed he could do better.
So, what has Biden done? He’s failed so terribly to address this issue, that he even
admitted the federal government had no “solution” to it. He went back on many of his
vows to the American public—and has even trampled on our constitutional liberties.
Now, two top Republicans are demanding an investigation.
From Fox News:
House Minority Whip Steve Scalise, R-La., and fellow Republican House Oversight
Committee ranking member James Comer, R-Ky., called for a joint hearing into
President Biden’s “failed” COVID-19 pandemic response…
“He promised to not ‘demand that [the vaccine] be mandatory,’” the letter continued.
“And he promised he had a national plan to ‘get this virus under control.’ He failed
on all accounts.”
Republican congressmen Steve Scalise and James Comer wrote a letter demanding
the House open an investigation into Biden’s virus response. They accused Biden of
failing to contain this problem and going back on many of his promises. More than
that, they pointed to his “woefully inept response” as a sign of “dereliction of duty.”
It’s hard not to notice that much of Biden’s decisions are just the opposite of what
Donald Trump did. Not just on the economy or the border, but even in handling the
2020 response. Yet where Trump succeeded, Biden utterly failed. His many promises
to get this crisis under control have never come true.
Scalise and Comer accused Biden’s response as being “unsuccessful and unscientific.”
And they blasted Congress for doing nothing to hold him accountable. They blistered
Democrats, saying their neglect has “shielded [Biden] from legitimate oversight.”
That’s certainly something Americans have noticed. As Biden failed again and again
last year, what did Democrats do? They sat around and let Biden get away with
everything. Not once did Congress demand answers into Biden’s failed agenda. They
never requested answers from him or from his staff.
Shouldn’t something be done? Shouldn’t Biden be held accountable for the mess he’s
made? I don’t think we’ll see such an investigation, with Democrats in control. The
only hope for Biden to be held accountable is if Republicans retake Congress in
November.
Key Takeaways:
Scalise and Comer called for an investigation into Biden’s 2020 crisis response.
They accused the administration of “dereliction of duty.”
The Republicans also criticized Congress for shielding Biden from oversight.

Tom Cotton Just Froze Out President Biden – The GOP Senator Puts All 8 Of Joe’s
DOJ Nominees On Ice For Now
Ben Dutka - GOP Daily Brief

SHARE
The world is anxiously awaiting President Joe Biden’s Supreme Court nomination,
after Justice Stephen Breyer announced his retirement. That news has been
dominating the headlines.
But Biden has 8 other nominees in the works for the Department of Justice. That was
expected to proceed relatively smoothly, but the administration just ran into a
roadblock it didn’t expect.
It’s thrown up by Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AK), and it means all 8 nominees are officially
“on hold.”
This is due to the Portland federal courthouse issue in 2020, when U.S. Marshals
were sued for defending the courthouse from a violent group of protesters and rioters.
Sen. Cotton wrote a letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland, demanding answers
from the Department of Justice. Cotton wanted to know why the DOJ didn’t assist the
Marshals in this instance.
In the Senator’s view, it’s the DOJ’s responsibility to represent the Marshals and
defend their actions. But he hasn’t received any answers.
As a result, Biden’s 8 DOJ nominees have been halted in their tracks, and it could
prove seriously problematic in the long run. If the DOJ doesn’t cooperate, he’ll
continue to object to all department nominees.
As Sen. Cotton said (from Fox News):
These courageous officers were attacked by left-wing street militants with weapons
such as mortar fire, ball bearings, and blinding lasers.

A refusal to represent these Deputy Marshals would violate the Department’s
long-standing practice — not to mention its moral duty — to defend law-enforcement
officers when they’re sued for actions in the line of duty.
Cotton had given the DOJ a 3 p.m. Tuesday deadline to provide him with a
“satisfactory answer,” and now that’s passed.
One Senator can’t block presidential nominees forever, but Senate rules allow Cotton
to “delay confirmation of nominees for days or even weeks when they might otherwise
have been confirmed by unanimous consent.”
As for the DOJ, a spokesperson says the Senator’s letter is “being reviewed,” and
added that the department has paid for representation of over 70 federal employees
associated with the Portland 2020 event.
However, according to reports, at least 3 U.S. Marshals say the DOJ hasn’t made any
decision in their cases, which has forced them to find legal representation elsewhere.
Sen. Cotton finds this situation unacceptable, and wants a response from the DOJ
before he lifts his objections to the 8 nominees.
It’s just another problem for the Biden administration, which continues to deal with a
multitude of issues in 2022. Biden’s Supreme Court nomination might also meet with
plenty of criticism and resistance.
And so long as Republicans like Cotton continue to push back, Biden’s team will
struggle to meet upcoming challenges.
Key Takeaways:
Sen. Tom Cotton has put 8 Biden DOJ nominees “on hold.”
This is due to the Portland 2020 event, where U.S. Marshals defended the city
courthouse from protesters. Cotton claims the DOJ haven’t legally assisted some of
the Marshals.
This means Cotton will object to the nominees until he gets a “satisfactory answer.”
Trump says he understands impetus behind GOP bill to link Ukraine military aid to
US border security. Trump said the US is 'like a dumping ground'
Adam Shaw - Fox News
Trump on Ukraine: Russia 'emboldened' by Biden's Afghanistan withdrawal
Former President Donald Trump discusses the Russia-Ukraine conflict, southern
border crisis and Canadian trucker protests, in a wide-ranging interview on ‘Fox &
Friends Weekend.’

Former President Donald Trump on Saturday said he understands the impetus behind
a new Republican bill that would block security and military assistance to Ukraine
until the U.S. southern border is secured -- while contrasting the state of the border
when he left office to how it is now.
Trump was asked on "Fox & Friends" about a new bill introduced by Rep. Matt
Rosendale, R-Mont., that would prohibit the expenditure or obligation of military and
security assistance to Kyiv until there is "operation control" of the U.S.-Mexico
border.
It comes as attention in Washington D.C. is increasingly turning to the
Russia-Ukraine crisis, where officials believe a Russian invasion may be imminent,
but also as the crisis at the southern border moves into its second year.
"I certainly understand how people feel," Trump said. "We had the strongest border
we've ever had, our southern border. We were three weeks away from finishing the
wall after going through two and a half years of lawsuits with the Democrats and
winning them all."
"We had the best numbers in the history of our country on the southern border, very
little was coming in, very few people were coming in, other than coming in legally, we
had the best drug numbers in 32 years, and they were getting much better rapidly -and all of a sudden this guy takes over, and the border is open," he said, referring to
President Biden.
"We’re like a dumping ground, so I can certainly understand how people feel when
they say let's try and tie one to the other," he said. "We fight for other people’s
borders, but we don't fight for our own border."
It was a sentiment echoed by Rosendale when he spoke to Fox News ahead of his
bill’s introduction.

"I think it's quite hypocritical if someone in the U.S. Congress is willing to expend
funds to secure a border overseas thousands of miles away while they're not willing to
secure our own border," Rosendale told Fox News Digital in an interview. "And we
are witnessing not a threat, but we are witnessing an absolute invasion that is taking
place right now."
Rosendale’s bill would hold funds back until the border wall system, which was
halted by the Biden administration, is completed, and "operational control" as
defined by the 2006 Secure Fence Act is achieved. The wall system is defined as a
30-foot-high steel bollard barrier, with all-weather access and patrol roads,
perimeter lighting, cameras and detection tech.
There were approximately 1.7 million migrant encounters in FY 2021, and more than
178,800 in December alone. The Biden administration has put the crisis down to a
combination of "root causes" in Central America and the Trump administration’s
ending of legal asylum pathways.
Republicans, though, have laid the blame at the feet of the Biden administration for
having rolled back Trump-era policies like the "Remain-in-Mexico" policy which kept
migrants in Mexico for their hearings. The Biden administration ended the policy but
has recently been forced to re-establish it under a court order.
"We had the ‘Stay in Mexico’ policy, now it's called ‘Stay in the United States,’ -whoever you are, just come on it," Trump said, before going back to the legislation.
"No, it's a very terrible thing and I must tell you I do understand how they feel when
we’re fighting for other countries, but we’re not fighting for our own."

Clinton campaign paid to 'infiltrate' Trump Tower, White House servers to link
Trump to Russia: Durham
Brooke Singman - Fox news

'Tech Executive-1 and his associates exploited this arrangement by mining the EOP's
DNS traffic and other data for the purpose of gathering derogatory information about
Donald Trump.'
Two men indicted by Durham will go on trial in 2022
Former Federal Prosecutor James Trusty details what to expect in 2022 as two men
have been indicted as a result of the Durham probe into the roots of the Trump-Russia
investigation
First on Fox: Lawyers for the Clinton campaign paid a technology company to
"infiltrate" servers belonging to Trump Tower, and later the White House, in order to
establish an "inference" and "narrative" to bring to government agencies
linking Donald Trump to Russia, a filing from Special Counsel John Durham says.
Durham filed a motion on Feb. 11 focused on potential conflicts of interest related to
the representation of former Clinton campaign lawyer Michael Sussmann, who has
been charged with making a false statement to a federal agent. Sussmann has pleaded
not guilty.
The indictment against Sussmann, says he told then-FBI General Counsel James
Baker in September 2016, less than two months before the 2016 presidential election,
that he was not doing work "for any client" when he requested and held a meeting in
which he presented "purported data and 'white papers' that allegedly demonstrated a
covert communications channel" between the Trump Organization and Alfa Bank,
which has ties to the Kremlin.
But Durham's filing on Feb. 11, in a section titled "Factual Background," reveals that
Sussmann "had assembled and conveyed the allegations to the FBI on behalf of at
least two specific clients, including a technology executive (Tech Executive 1) at a
U.S.-based internet company (Internet Company 1) and the Clinton campaign."
Durham’s filing said Sussmann’s "billing records reflect" that he "repeatedly billed
the Clinton Campaign for his work on the Russian Bank-1 allegations."

Special Counsel John H. Durham
The filing revealed that Sussmann and the Tech Executive had met and communicated
with another law partner, who was serving as General Counsel to the Clinton

campaign. Sources told Fox News that lawyer is Marc Elias, who worked at the law
firm Perkins Coie.
Durham's filing states that in July 2016, the tech executive worked with Sussmann, a
U.S. investigative firm retained by Law Firm 1 on behalf of the Clinton campaign,
numerous cyber researchers and employees at multiple internet companies to
"assemble the purported data and white papers."
"In connection with these efforts, Tech Executive-1 exploited his access to non-public
and/or proprietary Internet data," the filing states. "Tech Executive-1 also enlisted the
assistance of researchers at a U.S.-based university who were receiving and
analyzing large amounts of Internet data in connection with a pending federal
government cyber-security research contract."
"Tech Executive-1 tasked these researchers to mine Internet data to establish 'an
inference' and 'narrative' tying then-candidate Trump to Russia," Durham states. "In
doing so, Tech Executive-1 indicated that he was seeking to please certain 'VIPs,'
referring to individuals at Law Firm-1 and the Clinton campaign."

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Clinton arrive for the
Presidential Inauguration of Trump at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., U.S.,
January 20, 2017. (REUTERS/Saul Loeb/Pool)
Durham also writes that during Sussmann's trial, the government will establish that
among the Internet data Tech Executive-1 and his associates exploited was domain
name system (DNS) internet traffic pertaining to "(i) a particular healthcare provider,
(ii) Trump Tower, (iii) Donald Trump's Central Park West apartment building, and
(iv) the Executive Office of the President of the United States (EOP)."
Durham states that the internet company that Tech Executive-1 worked for "had come
to access and maintain dedicated servers" for the Executive Office of the President as
"part of a sensitive arrangement whereby it provided DNS resolution services to the
EOP."
"Tech Executive-1 and his associates exploited this arrangement by mining the EOP's
DNS traffic and other data for the purpose of gathering derogatory information about
Donald Trump," Durham states.

The filing also reveals that Sussmann provided "an updated set of allegations"
including the Russian bank data, and additional allegations relating to Trump "to a
second agency of the U.S. government" in 2017.
Durham says the allegations "relied, in part, on the purported DNS traffic" that Tech
Executive-1 and others "had assembled pertaining to Trump Tower, Donald Trump's
New York City apartment building, the EOP, and the aforementioned healthcare
provider."
In Sussmann's meeting with the second U.S. government agency, Durham says he
"provided data which he claimed reflected purportedly suspicious DNS lookups by
these entities of internet protocol (IP) addresses affiliated with a Russian mobile
phone provider," and claimed that the lookups "demonstrated Trump and/or his
associates were using supposedly rare, Russian-made wireless phones in the vicinity
of the White House and other locations."

Pedestrians pass the Trump Tower building, Tuesday, July 7, 2020, in New York. (AP
Photo/Frank Franklin II)
"The Special Counsel's Office has identified no support for these allegations,"
Durham wrote, adding that the "lookups were far from rare in the United States."
"For example, the more complete data that Tech Executive-1 and his associates
gathered--but did not provide to Agency 2--reflected that between approximately 2014
and 2017, there were a total of more than 3 million lookups of Russian Phone-Prover
1 IP addresses that originated with U.S.-based IP addresses," Durham wrote.
"Fewer than 1,000 of these lookups originated with IP addresses affiliated with
Trump Tower."
Durham added that data collected by Tech Executive-1 also found that lookups began
as early as 2014, during the Obama administration and years before Trump took
office, which he said, is "another fact which the allegations omitted."
"In his meeting with Agency-2 employees, the defendant also made a substantially
similar false statement as he made to the FBI General Counsel," Durham wrote. "In

particular, the defendant asserted that he was not representing a particular client in
conveying the above allegations."
"In truth and in fact, the defendant was representing Tech Executive-1--a fact the
defendant subsequently acknowledged under oath in December 2017 testimony before
Congress, without identifying the client by name," Durham wrote.
Former President Trump reacted to the filing on Saturday evening, saying Durham’s
filing "provides indisputable evidence that my campaign and presidency were spied
on by operatives paid by the Hillary Clinton Campaign in an effort to develop a
completely fabricated connection to Russia."
"This is a scandal far greater in scope and magnitude than Watergate and those who
were involved in and knew about this spying operation should be subject to criminal
prosecution," Trump said. "In a stronger period of time in our country, this crime
would have been punishable by death."
Trump added: "In addition, reparations should be paid to those in our country who
have been damaged by this."
Former chief investigator of the Trump-Russia probe for the House Intelligence
Committee under then-Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Calif., Kash Patel, said the filing
"definitively shows that the Hillary Clinton campaign directly funded and ordered its
lawyers at Perkins Coie to orchestrate a criminal enterprise to fabricate a connection
between President Trump and Russia."
"Per Durham, this arrangement was put in motion in July of 2016, meaning the
Hillary Clinton campaign and her lawyers masterminded the most intricate and
coordinated conspiracy against Trump when he was both a candidate and later
President of the United States while simultaneously perpetuating the bogus Steele
Dossier hoax," Patel told Fox News, adding that the lawyers worked to "infiltrate"
Trump Tower and White House servers.
The anti-Trump dossier, authored by ex-British intelligence officer Christopher Steele,
commissioned by opposition research firm Fusion GPS, was funded by the
Democratic National Committee and Hillary Clinton's campaign through Elia's law
firm, Perkins Coie.
Patel added that Sussmann relayed the "false narrative" to U.S. government agencies
"in the hopes of having them launch investigations of President Trump."
Sussmann's indictment is the second prosecution to come out of Durham's probe.

Sussman pic: Perkins Coie (Perkins Coie)
In November 2021, Durham also charged Russian national Igor Danchenko of
making false statements. Danchenko, who pleaded not guilty, is accused of lying
about the source of information that he provided to Christopher Steele for his
"dossier" on Trump.
In 2020, Durham charged former FBI lawyer Kevin Clinesmith with making a false
statement – the first criminal case arising from his probe. Clinesmith was referred for
potential prosecution by the Justice Department's inspector general's office, which
conducted its own review of the Russia investigation.
Specifically, the inspector general accused Clinesmith, though not by name, of
altering an email about Page to say that he was "not a source" for another
government agency. Page has said he was a source for the CIA.
The DOJ relied on that assertion as it submitted a third and final renewal application
in 2017 to eavesdrop on Trump campaign aide Carter Page under the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).
Former Attorney General Bill Barr appointed Durham, then the U.S. attorney from
Connecticut, in 2019 to investigate the origins of the FBI’s original Russia probe, or
Crossfire Hurricane, which began in July 2016, through the appointment of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller in May 2017 shortly after Mueller completed his years long
investigation into whether Trump's campaign colluded or coordinated with the
Russians to influence the 2016 presidential election.
Mueller's investigation found no evidence of illegal or criminal coordination between
Trump or the Trump campaign and Russia in 2016.
Barr, in December 2020, before leaving the Trump administration, tapped Durham as
special counsel to continue his investigation through the Biden administration.
In the scope order, Barr stated that Durham "is authorized to investigate whether any
federal official, employee, or any other person or entity violated the law in connection
with the intelligence, counter-intelligence, or law-enforcement activities directed at
the 2016 presidential campaigns, individuals associated with those campaigns, and
individuals associated with the administration of President Donald J. Trump,

including but not limited to Crossfire Hurricane and the investigation of Special
Counsel Robert S. Mueller, III."
Under U.S. code, the special counsel would produce a "confidential report" and is
ordered to "submit to the Attorney General a final report, and such interim reports as
he deems appropriate in a form that will permit public dissemination."

Rocket on crash course with moon does not belong to SpaceX, report says
The object is traveling at 5,700 mph
Edmund DeMarche - Fox News
Fox News Flash top headlines are here. Check out what's clicking on Foxnews.com.
NEWYou can now listen to Fox News articles!
The massive rocket speeding through space on a collision course with the moon does
not belong to SpaceX despite earlier reports and likely belongs to a spacecraft
launched by China in 2014, according to a report on Saturday.
Ars Technica first reported on the mystery object discovered by Bill Gray, the
developer of the astronomical software called Project Pluto. The report said Gray
updated his website Saturday to show the correction after being flagged by a NASA
engineer who questioned his earlier claim.

The moon is photographed by a remote controlled deep Space Telescope on
November 19, 2021 in Beijing, China. (Photo credit should read Qin Jian /
Costfoto/Barcroft Media via Getty Images)
Gray said he checked his data and said there is "good evidence" that the object is a
Chinese Chang’e 5-T1 rocket stage that was launched in October 2014. The earlier
theory was that the object was SpaceX's Falcon 9 rocket’s upper stage, which
launched on Feb. 11, 2015.

The rising of the almost exactly Full Moon on July 16, 2019, the 50th Anniversary of
the launch of Apollo 11. (Photo by: Alan Dyer/VWPics/Universal Images Group via
Getty Images)
Gray wrote on his website that the object will "still hit the moon within a few
kilometers of the predicted spot on 2022 March 4 at 12:25 UTC, within a few seconds
of the predicted time."

A SpaceX Falcon9 rocket blasts off the launch pad on Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2015,
carrying the NOAA's Deep Space Climate Observatory spacecraft that will orbit
between Earth and the sun, providing advanced warning of extreme emissions from
the sun which can effect power grids and satellites close to earth. (Red
Huber/Orlando Sentinel/Tribune News Service via Getty Images)
Mark Robinson, a professor of earth and space exploration at Arizona State
University, told the New York Times earlier this month that the object, which was
believed to weigh about four tons and traveling a 5,700 mph, would create creater
about 65 feet in diameter.
SpaceX did not immediately respond to an after-hours email from Fox News.

Pelosi Snaps After Lawmaker Calls Capitol Police Chief’s Denial A ‘Bold-Faced
Lie’
Sandy Malone - Police Tribune

Washington, DC – Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-California) on Wednesday
vehemently denied allegations that she has been using the U.S. Capitol Police (USCP)
as her own secret spy agency to investigate political enemies after a GOP lawmaker
levied harsh accusations against her on Tuesday.
Pelosi snapped at a reporter on Feb. 9 when she was asked about the allegations that
Capitol Police had been investigating members of Congress and their offices at her
behest.
“Don’t waste your time,” she said. “I have no power over the Capitol Police. Does
anybody not know that?”
“The Capitol Police have responded to that gentleman’s allegation and that stands as
what it is,” the speaker continued. “But I have no power over the police.”
U. S. Representative Troy Nehls (R-Texas), who served more than 30 years in law
enforcement and became sheriff of Bend County before he was elected to Congress,
put out a series of bombshell-dropping tweets detailing allegations of malfeasance
against the U.S. Capitol Police (USCP) and U.S. House leadership.
V.
Nehls claims that USCP had illegally entered his office, taken pictures of legislative
work product, and then launched an investigation based on what they had found on
the congressman’s white board.
The first incident occurred on Nov. 20, 2021 when a USCP officer allegedly
discovered an unlocked door on Nehls’ congressional office, according to a press
release from the lawmaker’s office.
The officer entered the congressman’s office and proceeded to take photos of
confidential materials that were found inside, including a white board that contained

information about “a pro law enforcement bill that would have ensured body armor
quality for law enforcement officers.”
Nehls’ office said the officer sent the picture up the chain at USCP and it made it to
intelligence analysts that filed a report citing “suspicious writings” found in the GOP
congressman’s office, sparking concern and causing the launch of an investigation.
But Nehls said his office was never notified that there was any sort of investigation
into him or his staff being conducted.
Two days later, while Congress was out on Thanksgiving break and most offices were
empty, three USCP officers dressed as construction workers tried to get into Nehls’
office yet again.
But on Nov. 22, 2021, the officers encountered a staff member who was there working.
The press release said that the officers proceeded to question the staff member about
the contents the white board.
What the white board contained, according to The Federalist, was a brainstorm
session about legislation banning the procurement of Chinese body armor.
Nehls’ office said that list was made in the wake of a story in The Washington
Post that detailed how a federal contractor from Texas had defrauded the U.S.
government by supplying them with Chinese-made body armor instead of ballistic
gear manufactured in the United States.
The police report about the “suspicious writings” on Nehls whiteboard left out the list
that was written underneath the words “body armor” that included references to
export administration regulations dealing with Chinese imports and U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ) standards for the ballistic equipment, according to The Federalist.
“If Capitol Police leadership had spent as much time preparing for January 6 as they
spent investigating my white board, the January 6 riot never would have happened,”
Nehls said.
“When I was a patrol officer responding to a call, I didn’t have the time or authority
to go rifling through someone’s personal papers. There are serious 4th Amendment,
constitutional issues at play here.”
One Republican congressional staffer who does not work for Nehls told The
Federalist that since Jan. 6, 2021, Pelosi has used Capitol Police as her own personal
mercenaries instead of focusing on the security failures that let the Capitol riot occur.
“Instead of fixing the obvious problems with Capitol security, Pelosi used January 6
as an excuse to create her own personal Praetorian Guard,” the aide said.
The press release from the congressman’s office outlined in more detail the
“unethical entry” that the lawmaker called “a violation of Members’ right to speech
and debate, as well as a 4th amendment violation.”

Nehls followed up with USCP Chief Thomas Manger in a series of calls, letters, and
meetings during which the police chief claimed that the report had stemmed from
concerns the writings on the whiteboard were a “veiled threat” to Nehls’ life,
according to the press release.
“After communicating with Chief Manger, it became clear that my office was under
investigation and surveillance by USCP. We were the ‘threat,’” Nehls said.
“If Capitol Police had spent this much time investigating January 6th as they did
investigating my private legislative materials, January 6th would not have
happened.”
The congressman asked the USCP inspector general to investigate his allegations of
illegal investigations being conducted by the Capitol’s law enforcement agency.
He said the inspector general had accepted his request and an investigation had been
opened.
“Capitol Police leadership have put a target on my back, but my work in exposing the
security failures on January 6th, the death of Ms. Babbitt, and the sham investigation
into the events of January 6th will not be deterred,” Nehls vowed.
A spokesman for the congressman explicitly told The Police Tribune that Nehls does
not lay any blame on the rank-and-file members of the Capitol Police force – just
their leadership.
The USCP statement to which Pelosi referred when she refused to answer questions
about the allegations on Feb. 9 denied any investigation into Nehls had been initiated
and claimed the officers’ behavior had been business as usual.
Nehls called the police chief’s statement a “bold-faced lie,” KHOU reported.
“Chief Manger’s statement is a mischaracterization of the events, omits key details,
and fails to respond to the most troubling actions of his Department,” he wrote in a
statement.

Russian Who Claims Hillary Clinton, DNC Email Hack Gets 14-Year Sentence
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek

Getty Images
A Russian who claimed in 2017 that he was ordered to hack the U.S. Democratic
National Committee (DNC) and steal emails linked to Hillary Clinton has been
sentenced to 14 years for cyber fraud.
Konstantin Kozlovsky, the leader of the hacking group Lurk, was ordered by a court
in Yekaterinburg to spend 14 years at a "maximum security prison colony" after the
group used Trojan malware to steal more than 1.2 billion rubles ($15.6 million)
between December 2015 and April 2016.
He was arrested in 2016 and charged with illegally accessing computer information,
organizing a criminal association, and with cyber fraud. Others members of the
group were handed sentences of between five and a half years and 13 years, RBC
reported.
The youngest member of the group had her sentencing postponed until she reaches
the age of 14.
During a hearing about his arrest in August 2017, Kozlovsky said he had
been recruited by Russia's Federal Security Service, known as the FSB, to hack the
DNC and steal emails linked to former presidential candidate Hillary Clinton,
according to Russian news site The Bell.
An audio recording and minutes from the hearing were posted on
Kozlovsky's Facebook page at the time, according to the news outlet.
According to Interfax, Kozlovsky's statements that he allegedly stole data from U.S.
government servers using malicious software weren't confirmed during the trial.
"During examinations, there were no facts presented that the U.S. government's
network infrastructure was infected.”
The gang members themselves have never discussed this issue in the network
correspondence available in the case file. Except for Kozlovsky, none of the members

of the group confirm any computer attacks on U.S. networks or influence on the U.S.
presidential election in 2016," a source told the news agency.
The source added that Kozlovsky's case didn't establish a connection between
Kozlovsky and FSB cyber-security agent Dmitry Dokuchaev—who Kozlovsky claimed
was his supervisor—or any other employees of the department. Dokuchaev, was
convicted of treason following Kozlovsky's allegations.
U. S. intelligence services have determined that the Kremlin interfered in the 2016
presidential election and stole emails from the DNC. In 2016, cyber-security company
CrowdStrike found that hackers associated with the FSB and Russian military
intelligence infiltrated the DNC's emails.
V.
"CrowdStrike stands fully by its analysis and findings identifying two separate
Russian intelligence-affiliated adversaries present in the DNC network in May 2016,"
the company said in a statement at the time.
President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly denied that Russia has interfered in U.S.
presidential elections.
Newsweek has contacted the White House and the Democratic National Committee
for comment.

Biden threatens devastating sanctions if Russia invades Ukraine. Here's what that
might look like.
Michael Collins - USA TODAY
WASHINGTON – President Joe Biden vows that Russia will face “swift and severe
costs” if Russia invades Ukraine, but following through on that threat will require a
tough balancing act since sanctions could ripple across the economy.
Why Russia has thousands of troops at Ukraine's border and what could happen next
Some top European allies of the U.S. have raised concerns about various options,
warning that Russian President Vladimir Putin could retaliate by cutting off oil and
gas supplies that are vital to their country.
Europe gets as much as 40% of its gas from Russia, and countries like Germany could
be left in the cold if Putin decides to end their supplies.
What could sanctions against Russia look like?
Here’s what we know:

JIM WATSON, AFP via Getty Images The U.S. and its NATO allies are threatening to
hit Russia with crippling sanctions if it further invades Ukraine.
Putin a target
Putin and members of his inner circle could personally pay a price if Russia invades
Ukraine.
Two dozen Senate Democrats have filed legislation that would allow the Biden
administration to block all U.S. property transactions and interests in property held
by Putin and more than a dozen other top officials in Russia’s government and
military if Russia invades. The White House quickly announced its support for the
measure.
Particularly irksome to Putin himself, the bill would require the U.S. State
Department to issue a detailed report on Putin's personal net worth and his assets,
along with those of his inner circle.
A separate bill filed by Rep. Jim Banks, R-Ind., would ramp up sanctions against
Putin now instead of waiting for an invasion. The measure, which is co-sponsored
by 40 other House Republicans, urges the administration to consider sanctions for
many in Russia’s upper echelon, including members of Putin’s family and the woman
purported to be his longtime girlfriend, Alina Kabaeva, a former Olympic gymnast.
Targeting a foreign leader personally would be unusual but not unprecedented. Two
years ago, the Democratic-led House approved a biting sanctions bill that would have
punished Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan personally over Turkey’s assault
on U.S.-allied Kurdish forces in Syria.
The legislation, which stalled in the Senate, called for a public assessment of
Erdogan’s net worth amid questions about his finances in Turkey.

Moving money around the world
One of the toughest actions the Biden administration and its NATO allies could take
against Russia would be to remove it from the SWIFT financial system that's used to
transfer money from bank to bank around the globe.
Kicking Russia out of the system would remove it from most international financial
transactions, including international profits from oil and gas production, which
account for more than 40% of the country’s revenue.
The downside? The U.S. economy and those of its allies also could suffer, since it
could discourage some Western banks from dealing with Russia, and Moscow could
retaliate by cutting oil and gas exports.
“The toughest stick won’t always ultimately be the most intelligent sword,” Annalena
Baerbock, Germany’s foreign minister, told reporters in January.
Reuters, quoting sources in the U.S. and Europe, reported last week that banning
Russia from SWIFT is no longer on the table.
Nord Stream 2
Biden has vowed to stop the completed but not-yet-operational Nord Stream 2 gas
pipeline from Russia to Germany if Russia invades Ukraine.
The $11 billion undersea pipeline, a priority for Putin, would allow Russia to send
gas to its customers in central and eastern Europe without using land routes that run
through the Baltic states and Ukraine. Right now, Russia pays Ukraine around $2
billion a year in transit fees to send the gas through its lines.
The pipeline was completed last year but is still awaiting final regulatory approval
from Germany before it goes online. Biden vows that no gas will be allowed to flow
through the pipeline if Russia invades Ukraine.
But stopping the pipeline would require the cooperation of Germany. German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz has said Germany and the U.S. “will act together” if Russia
invades Ukraine but has stopped short of saying outright that it would agree to block
Nord Stream 2.
The Biden administration says it is working to secure energy supplies from other
sources so that Russia's European customers can still get the gas they need if Nord
Stream 2 is blocked.
Export controls
The Biden administration is considering imposing tough export control measures that
could keep Russia from getting high-tech components used in smartphones, airplanes
and automobiles.
One option would be to add Russia to the most restrictive group of countries for
export control purposes, together with Cuba, Iran, North Korea and Syria.
That would mean Russia’s ability to obtain high-tech components would be severely
restricted because virtually all semiconductors are designed with U.S. software and

parts. The impact could extend to machine tools, smartphones, game consoles, tablets
and televisions.
Sanctions could also target critical Russian industry, including its defense and civil
aviation sectors, which would hit Russia’s high-tech ambitions, whether in artificial
intelligence or quantum computing.

Vadim Ghirda, APA Ukrainian serviceman holds his weapon at a frontline position in
the Luhansk region, eastern Ukraine, Monday, Feb. 7, 2022.
Blocking Russian access to US dollars
The U.S. already holds one of the most powerful financial weapons to wield against
Putin if he invades Ukraine – blocking Russia from access to the U.S. dollar.
Dollars still dominate in financial transactions around the world, with trillions of
dollars in play daily.
Transactions in U.S. dollars ultimately are cleared through the Federal Reserve or
through U.S. financial institutions. Crucially for Putin, that means foreign banks have
to be able to access the U.S. financial system to settle dollar transactions.
The ability to block that access gives the United States the ability to inflict financial
pain well beyond its borders. Previously, the U.S. has suspended financial institutions
from dollar clearing for allegedly violating sanctions against Iran, Sudan and other
countries.
More NATO troops headed to Eastern Europe and some nations worked to move their
citizens and diplomats out of Ukraine on Monday, as Germany's chancellor made a
last-ditch attempt to head off a feared Russian invasion that some warn could be just
days away.
(Michael Collins covers the White House. Follow him on Twitter @mcollinsNEWS.
Contributing: The Associated Press)

Black voters are fleeing Biden in droves. Here's why
Joe Concha (Opinion Contributor) - The Hill

AP Photo/Patrick Semansky
Black voters are fleeing President Biden in droves. And it's hard to see a scenario
under which they come back anytime soon.
President Biden's poll numbers have been stunningly bad lately. The most recent CNN
poll has him at 58 percent disapproval, 41 percent approval. In December, Biden was
at 49 percent approval in the same poll. And among those who disapprove of his
performance, 56 percent say the president didn't accomplish anything in his first year
of which they approve.
To be fair, President Trump's poll numbers were similarly dismal at this stage of his
presidency. But there are two major differences:
1) Trump's polls could be largely explained by a special counsel's investigation into
possible Russia collusion and the 2016 election (which ultimately led nowhere).
2) Trump's base, those who strongly supported him, was infinitely stronger and more
reliable than Biden's current base, which at just 15 percent strongly approving ain't
much of a base at all.
3)
Meanwhile, a majority of Democrats don't even want Joe Biden to run again in 2024,
with just 48 percent supporting the idea. This is unheard of after just one year.
Two more big numbers to consider: Less than 7-in-10 Black voters (69 percent)
support the 46th president. This is significant, because more than 9-in-10 Black voters
(92 percent) voted for him in 2020.
So, we're talking about an almost 25-point drop in a relatively short period of time.
Inflation obviously is playing a huge role here, with the Wall Street
Journal estimating that the higher price of goods is costing families an extra $276 per
month, or an additional $3,300 or so annually. Many poor and middle-income

families and single parents and individuals simply cannot afford that while living
paycheck-to-paycheck.
It bears repeating: Joe Biden won the Democratic nomination for president because
he wasn't Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and won the general election because he wasn't
Donald Trump.
But his handlers thought he had a big mandate to be the next FDR, to radically
change the country by expanding government in ways never seen before.
Trillions in new spending have already been signed into law.
Trillions more were proposed via Build Back Better, with the administration arguing
that such spending would reduce inflation and the deficit, which makes zero sense.
Sensible Americans, including two key members of Biden's own party in Sen. Joe
Manchin (D-W.Va.) and Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.), rejected the radical proposal.
Ultimately, many voters, some suffering from Trump fatigue that came from non-stop
drama in the White House, just wanted a return to normalcy, and not a jump to a
socialist America.
And now we're seeing an administration like a rudderless ship at sea, seemingly with
no port.
"I don't think he has lived up to a lot of the campaign promises that he made,
especially given the role of Black voters in helping him become the president of the
United States," Nekima Levy Armstrong, a civil rights attorney and activist who is
also a former president of the Minneapolis chapter of the NAACP, said recently.
"We pointed out issues related to mass incarceration, to economic inequality, of
course, and to what is in the news now with the push to advance voting rights,"
Armstrong added.
"I feel like Biden is basically doing the bare minimum in terms of being attentive to
the needs and issues facing the Black community."
Biden made "voting rights" (which is really just a federal takeover of elections) his
focus to start 2022, pushing the hyperbole machine to maximum levels during a
widely panned speech in Georgia.
"I ask every elected official in America: How do you want to be remembered?" Biden
asked. "At consequential moments in history, they present a choice: Do you want to
be on the side of Dr. King or George Wallace? Do you want to be on the side of John
Lewis or Bull Connor? Do you want to be on the side of Abraham Lincoln or
Jefferson Davis?"
Civil Rights activist and MSNBC host Al Sharpton said the speech wasn't about
gaining the support of those who oppose or are on the fence about the proposed
legislation.
"In this particular case, dealing with my friend and brother Joe, if he was trying to
get votes, it was not the vote-getting speech," Sharpton said on MSNBC's "Morning
Joe."

"I'm a minister. Either you get up, and you try to persuade people of their sins and
appeal to their better angels. But when they come to church, and they still have the
jug of whiskey up under the pew, you say, you're going to hell. I think he gave a
'you're going to hell' speech." The vote would fail in the Senate 48-52.
Black Americans had a rough 2021, particularly with COVID-19. They had a 2.5
times higher chance of dying of the virus than whites, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
The Black unemployment rate is at 6.9 percent, which is double the white
unemployment rate. And crime continues to hit urban areas the hardest, with 16 cities
setting homicide records in 2021.
The midterms are less than 270 days away. Democrats will almost certainly lose their
razor-thin majority in the House of Representatives. Republicans need a net gain of
just one seat to take back the Senate. The president's overall approval is in the 30s for
the first time in the RealClearPolitics average.
It isn't just GOP voters who oppose him; it's also most independents. But what should
be most alarming to Democrats is the erosion of support among Black voters, who are
increasingly feeling buyer's remorse on Biden.

Exclusive: FBI and DHS warn U.S. officials of possible Russian cyber-attacks
linked to invasion of Ukraine
Jana Winter - Yahoo News

Yahoo! News
The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Department of Homeland Security on
Monday warned law enforcement, military and others charged with overseeing
critical U.S. infrastructure to be prepared for potential Russian cyber-attacks in
conjunction with a possible invasion of Ukraine.

During a Monday afternoon conference call, the nation’s top cyber-security officials
briefed state and local government agencies and cyber-security personnel, warning
them to look out for signs of Russian activity on their networks. The federal officials
also urged those on the call to dramatically lower their threshold for reporting
suspicious activity.
A Russian invasion of Ukraine could begin at any time, the officials said, and the
military action is also likely to be accompanied by cyber-attacks targeting both
Ukrainian and U.S. networks. Officials underscored that the U.S. believes Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine is likely to begin with aerial bombings and missile attacks and in
conjunction with cyber operations.
Two people who were on the call told Yahoo News that they were alarmed by how
many people on the call appeared not to know the process for reporting suspicious
cyber-activity.
“This is the most basic thing: How and to who do you report suspicious activity on
your network?” one person said. “That people don't know what to do at this point is
just a real failure.”
Officials said they are currently seeing an uptick in Russian scanning of U.S. law
enforcement networks and urged a heightened state of vigilance.
The cyber component of the Russian offensive is likely to begin just before an aerial
bombing or missile attacks and would be likely to continue throughout the conflict.
The U.S. has been working with Ukraine to harden its infrastructure networks from
likely Russian cyber-attacks and will continue to do so as it braces for an all-out
assault, one official said.
FBI and DHS cyber officials urged participants on Monday’s call to patch all systems
and urged them to report anything unusual, no matter how small. Their goal is to be
able to detect the smallest of tremors inside U.S. networks that might indicate Russian
activity, they said.
This will help DHS and the FBI to identify the impacted networks and assist in a
response. The officials leading the call also stressed the need for government and
other cyber-security personnel to have a plan in place in the event their network is
targeted or compromised.
Several intelligence bulletins were sent out ahead of the call, including one dated Jan.
23 from DHS’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis titled “Warning of Potential for
Cyber Attacks Targeting the United States in the Event of a Russian Invasion of
Ukraine.”
“We assess that Russia would consider initiating a cyberattack against the Homeland
if it perceived a US or NATO response to a possible Russian invasion of Ukraine
threatened its long-term national security,” the bulletin states. “Russia maintains a
range of offensive cyber tools that it could employ against US networks — from
low-level denials-of-service to destructive attacks targeting critical infrastructure.
However, we assess that Russia's threshold for conducting disruptive or destructive
cyberattacks in the Homeland probably remains very high and we have not observed

Moscow directly employ these types of cyber-attacks against US critical
infrastructure — notwithstanding cyber espionage and potential preposition
operations in the past.”
The bulletin also warns that the specifics of the cyber-threat may change.
"The evolving nature of the current military escalation on Ukraine's border and
ongoing dialogue between Moscow and Washington could influence Russia's actions,
including options for targeting the United States," it states.
During Monday’s call, officials said the U.S. is currently seeing an uptick in Russian
disinformation and misinformation about Ukraine. The FBI and DHS sent out an
intelligence bulletin on the increase in disinformation.
They also sent participants on the call other intelligence bulletins and advisories and
technical indicators associated with previous successful Russian cyber-attacks
against U.S. networks.

