The latest News Around Us in Feb #18
A Ransomware Gang’s Internal Drama Leaked After It Backed Russia
Jamie Tarabay - Bloomberg

Bloomberg
(Bloomberg) -- One of the world’s most successful ransomware groups is reeling
from a massive dump of its own internal data after the cyber-criminal gang aligned
itself with the Russian government.
Conti, a cybercriminal group that researchers say is based in Russia, has extorted
millions of dollars from U.S. and European companies in recent years. It provides
affiliates around the world with malware that they deploy against victims in exchange
for a cut of the ransom payments.
The data leak, which lays bare unprecedented details of attack infrastructure, Bitcoin
addresses, as well as internal conflicts and accusations, might never have occurred if
the ransomware group Conti had chosen to stay apolitical, said Alex Holden, the
chief information security officer for cybersquatting firm Hold Security LLC.
“The main thing is that the gang itself contained a number of Ukrainians, it did not
differentiate between its members,” Holden said. That changed last week after
Russian forces attacked Ukraine, shelling military airbases, attacking checkpoints
and killing at least 137 Ukrainian troops.
While the Russian ground invasion played out on television screens around the world,
a cyber conflict has occurred in parallel. Hackers on both sides of the conflict
launched brute force attacks known as distributed denial-of-service attacks to knock
government websites offline.
By the end of last week, Conti surprised many by firmly planting itself in Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s camp, saying it would use “all possible resources to strike
back at the critical infrastructures of an enemy.” The announcement caused a fissure
within the group, cyber-security analysts told Bloomberg News, which counts
members from Russia and Eastern Europe among its members and affiliates.

“Most Russian-language underground forums don’t allow discussions related to
political topics,” said Oleg Bondarenko, a senior director on the research team at
Mandiant Inc. “All such threads are quickly deleted by administrators,” and some
forums ban accounts that talk of targeting Russian-speaking countries, he said.
Conti issued a more muted announcement soon after its initial message, saying that
while the group didn’t ally itself with any particular government, it would direct
resources at “Western warmongers” and avenge any attempts to target critical
infrastructure in Russia or any Russian-speaking region in the world.
“Ransomware is a global operation,” said Allan Liska, an intelligence analyst at
Massachusetts-based cyber-security firm Recorded Future Inc. “You may be based in
Russia but you have to take into account all of the affiliates that are spread out all
over the world right now, most likely, who are not fans of Russia. So you can’t take a
stance like that and not expect there to be blow-back.”
The blow-back, he said, came in the form of chat logs and internal recriminations that
dated back 13 months bleeding out into the public with the data leak. “I’ve found
150-plus Bitcoin wallets, there’s a whole lot of analysis to be done with that,” he
said.
The back-end infrastructure that Conti administrators or affiliates used during
ransomware attacks were now out there “for governments or cyber-security
companies to start poking to find weaknesses.” While internal structures could be
changed, “now we know what the back-end structure looks like, and we know what to
scan for, what to look for when they move it,” he said.
Investigators have previously used financial data, such as cryptocurrency wallet
addresses, to map ransomware hackers’ activities, and in some cases seizing
extortion funds. Technical data gives security personnel clues on how to block
potential Conti hacks in the future.
Hold Security’s Alex Holden also described what he’d been able to see of the leak.
“We see the financial operations, we see their aspirations, for example, they talk
about building their own cryptocurrency, we see them fighting with each other,” he
said.
“One of them recently encrypted a hospital filled with cerebral palsy patients, and we
see how they are trying to kick this person out for breaking their code.” The identity
of the leaker is not clear, though Holden suggested a Ukrainian cyber-security
researcher was behind the revelations.
If the revelations lead to the end of Conti’s domination of the ransomware market,
there are still many others standing by to fill that space. LockBit, a cyber-criminal
gang that also traffics in ransomware-as-a-service to hackers, released a statement
over the weekend listing some of the many nationalities it counts in its community.
“For us, it is just business, and we are all apolitical,” the group said. “We are only
interested in money for our harmless and useful work. We will never, under any

circumstances, take part in cyber-attacks on critical infrastructures of any country in
the world or engage in any international conflicts.”

Russian Plane Flying to New York U-Turns Over the Sea and Returns to Moscow
Rebecca Flood - Newsweek

AFP Contributor/Getty Images
A plane from Moscow bound for New York performed a U-turn over the sea mid-flight
and headed back to Russia, amid fresh restrictions in the wake of the Ukrainian
invasion.
Aeroflot flight SU124/AFL124 departed Sheremetyevo International Airport in
Moscow on Sunday and was due to land at John F. Kennedy International Airport
(JFK.)
But hours into the flight, website FlightRadar24 shows the aircraft performed a
U-turn over the ocean, just off the coast of Greenland, and headed back to Moscow.
The website indicates the plane had a delayed takeoff, finally departing at 12:55 UTC,
before the U-turn appeared to take place about four hours into the flight. The same
route, scheduled for March 1, has since been canceled, according to the website.
The plane's flight path was shared to Reddit's There Was An Attempt forum on
Monday, by Bostero2, where it received more than 27,000 up-votes. The flight map
was captioned: "To fly to New York."
EU Pledges To Finance Weapons For The First Time To A Country Under Attack
Canada moved to ban Russian planes from using its airspace on Sunday, likely one of
the factors prompting the flight to turn back.
Canada's Transport Minister Omar Alghabra tweeted the edict on Sunday, saying:
"Effective immediately, Canada's airspace is closed to all Russian aircraft operators.
We will hold Russia accountable for its unprovoked attacks against Ukraine."

Alghabra added: "All of Canada is united in its outrage of President Putin's
aggression against Ukraine. In response, we have closed Canadian airspace to
Russian-owned or operated aircraft. The Government of Canada condemns Russia's
aggressive actions and we will continue to take action to stand with Ukraine.”
A release added: "The Government of Canada is prohibiting the operation of
Russian-owned, chartered or operated aircraft in Canadian airspace, including in the
airspace above Canada's territorial waters. This airspace closure is effective
immediately and will remain until further notice.”
Another Aeroflot craft fell foul of the ban soon after it was imposed, seeing
Canada issue a warning to Russian planes.
Flight 111, traveling from Miami to Moscow, took off at 15:12 ET on Sunday,
according to FlightRadar24, and used Canadian airspace.

On Monday, Transport Canada tweeted: "We are aware that Aeroflot flight 111
violated the prohibition put in place earlier today on Russian flights using Canadian
airspace.
"We are launching a review of the conduct of Aeroflot and the independent air
navigation service provider, NAVCAN, leading up to this violation. We will not
hesitate to take appropriate enforcement action and other measures to prevent future
violations.”
A spokesperson for Canada's transport minister claimed NAVCAN, their air-traffic
control service provider, had mistakenly permitted the banned aircraft to use
Canadian airspace, according to Reuters.
"We are currently cooperating with Transport Canada to investigate the occurrence,
and are working with neighboring Air Navigation Service Providers to support
rerouting of aircraft prior to them entering Canadian-controlled airspace," the site
quoted NAVCAN as saying.
While there are no direct flights from Canada to Russia, previously numerous routes
passed through the enormous country's airspace on their way to other destinations.

The European Union also moved to ban Russian planes from its airspace, the
president of the EU Commission, Ursula Von Der Leyen, confirmed in a series of
tweets on Sunday.
Announcing a slew of measures against Russia, she said: "First, we are shutting down
the EU airspace for Russian-owned, Russian registered or Russian-controlled
aircraft.
"They won't be able to land in, take off or overfly the territory of the EU. Including
the private jets of oligarchs.”

On Reddit, numerous people theorized the EU ban could have played a wider role in
the diversion than Canada's ban.
Pizzzahero wrote: "If they had landed, they would have been considered a "new”
flight on their way back and wouldn't have been allowed into EU airspace. So they
turned around instead, because the EU wasn't going to enforce that on existing flights
that were already in the air at the time of the announcement.”

StenSoft commented: "Nope, they were approved all the way to New York with their
flight plan. They returned because the European ban on new flights came in effect and
they wouldn't be able to return to Russia after they landed in New York.”
Ison-J wrote: "I'm not an expert at all but I believe a good number of European
countries have decided to ban all Russian aircraft from entering their airspace so
they'd have to go around multiple countries or not go back at all.”
Newsweek reached out to Aeroflot for comment.

North Korea fires ballistic missile while world watches Ukraine
Associated Press (AP)

Boston Herald
SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea launched a ballistic missile into the sea on
Sunday, its neighbors said, in a resumption of weapons tests that came as the United
States and its allies are focused on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
The missile launch was the eighth of its kind this year. Some experts have said North
Korea is trying to perfect its weapons technology and pressure the United States into
offering concessions like sanctions relief amid long-stalled disarmament talks.
North Korea also might view the U.S. preoccupation with the Ukraine conflict as a
chance to accelerate testing activity without any serious response from Washington.
Japanese Defense Minister Nobuo Kishi said the North Korean missile flew about 190
miles at a maximum altitude of about 370 miles before landing off North Korea’s
eastern coast and outside Japan’s exclusive economic zone. No damage to vessels or
aircraft has been reported, he said.

“If North Korea deliberately carried out the missile launch while the international
community is distracted by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, such an act is absolutely
unforgivable,” he told reporters.
“Whatever the motives are, North Korea’s repeated missile launches are absolutely
inexcusable and we cannot overlook considerable missile and nuclear advancement.”
South Korean officials said they detected the launch from the North’s capital area
and expressed “deep concerns and grave regret” over it.
During an emergency National Security Council meeting, top South Korean officials
said the timing of the launch, during Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, “is not desirable
at all for peace and stability in the world and on the Korean Peninsula,” the
presidential Blue House said.
The U.S. Indo-Pacific Command later Sunday condemned the launch and called on
North Korea to refrain from further destabilizing acts. A statement said the U.S.
commitment to the defense of South Korea and Japan “remains ironclad,” though
Sunday’s launch didn’t pose an immediate threat to U.S. territory and that of its
allies.
The launch came a day after North Korea made its first response to the Ukraine war
in the form of an article by a government analyst that expressed support for Russia
and slammed the United States.
“The basic cause of the Ukraine incident lies in the high-handedness and
arbitrariness of the United States, which has ignored Russia’s legitimate calls for
security guarantees and only sought a global hegemony and military dominance while
clinging to its sanctions campaigns,”
Ri Ji Song, a researcher at a North Korean state-run institute on international politics,
said in a post published on the website of the Foreign Ministry.

Scores of Men and Women Traveling From London to Fight in Ukraine, Says
Bishop
Nico Hines - The Daily Beast

The Daily Beast
LONDON—The leader of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in London said his services
at the Ukrainian Cathedral were packed on Sunday with young men and women
seeking a final prayer and blessing before they headed to Ukraine to defend the
country against Putin’s invading forces.
Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski said the congregation was different to the average
Sunday at the cathedral, which is just behind Bond Street in Central London. There
were around 1,000 people at each of the services at 10am and noon, he said.
The crowd was heavily skewed towards those of a fighting age. “The average age was
around 37 or 38, and a large number of men,” he said.
Scores of congregants—up to 50—came to him at the end of the service to ask for
prayers before they quit the safety on London and headed East across Europe to face
down the Russian army.
Nowakowski said that as a man of God he could hardly advocate for people to join a
war where thousands of people have already died, but he agreed to give them a
blessing.
“If people were asking me for spiritual guidance and a blessing for their protection, I
certainly wouldn’t refuse that, but I wouldn’t encourage them to do something against
their personal conscience and what they believe.”
Nowakowski said he did not know exactly how many of his congregation were
planning to travel to join the Ukrainian Territorial Defence force. The people he
encountered were just those from a single day at the cathedral, and only those who
identified themselves.
“It’s very courageous of these, both men and women,” he told journalists inside the
church. “There was at least one woman who came up and said she was returning, and
that she’d been in the armed forces before and asked for our blessings.”

Iryna Terletska, chair of the Organisation of Ukrainian Women in the U.K., said
people had also approached her NGO about traveling to join the war in Ukraine.
“We have been inundated with people who wanted to do something to help and that
includes people who want to go and fight,” she said.
The foreign secretary Liz Truss said over the weekend that she would support British
citizens heading to join the war in Ukraine, but Terletska said London was not doing
anything to facilitate people heading over there.
President Zelensky has called on potential foreign fighters to reach out to the
Ukrainian embassies in their home countries.
Also among the congregation at one of Sunday’s services at the Ukrainian cathedral
in London was Boris Johnson, Britain’s prime minister, who held a private meeting
with Nowakowski and other Ukrainian leaders.
The bishop said they used the audience to press for further action on sanctions,
military aid, improvements on visas for Ukrainians to come to the U.K. and refugee
status.
Energy giant Shell to end partnership with Russia's Gazprom as Ukraine conflict
intensifies
Fred Imbert - CNBC
Shell said it's selling a 27.5% stake in Sakhalin-II, an integrated oil and gas project
located on the Sakhalin island in Russia, as well as a 50% interest in Salym
Petroleum Development N.V.
"We are shocked by the loss of life in Ukraine, which we deplore, resulting from a
senseless act of military aggression which threatens European security," Shell CEO
Ben van Beurden said in a statement.
The company said that it had about $3 billion in "Non-current assets" through its
Gazprom ventures at the end of 2021.

CNBC The central processing plant for oil and gas in Salym, Russia, Feb. 4, 2014.
Salym Petroleum Development is a venture between Shell and Gazprom Neft.

Shell said Monday it is ending an "equity partnership" with Gazprom, a Russian
state-owned energy company, as the Russia-Ukraine conflict continues.
Shell said it's selling a 27.5% stake in Sakhalin-II, an integrated oil and gas project
located on the Sakhalin island in Russia, as well as a 50% interest in Salym
Petroleum Development N.V., "a joint venture with Gazprom Neft that is developing
the Salym fields in the Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous District of western Siberia."
The company also said it's ending its involvement in the Nord Stream 2 pipeline
project.
"We are shocked by the loss of life in Ukraine, which we deplore, resulting from a
senseless act of military aggression which threatens European security,” Shell CEO
Ben van Beurden said in a statement.
"Our immediate focus is the safety of our people in Ukraine and supporting our
people in Russia," van Beurden added.” In discussion with governments around the
world, we will also work through the detailed business implications, including the
importance of secure energy supplies to Europe and other markets, in compliance
with relevant sanctions.”
Shell's announcement comes a day after rival BP said it was offloading its 19.75%
stake in Rosneft, another Russian-controlled oil company. Meanwhile, the U.S. —
along with other countries — has ramped up sanctions against Russia following its
invasion of Ukraine.
The company said that it had about $3 billion in "Non current assets" through its
Gazprom ventures at the end of 2021, noting that exiting these investments will
"impact the book value of Shell's Russia assets and lead to impairments.”
No, You’re Not Imagining It: Russia’s Army Is Inept
Fred Kaplan - Slate

Slate

After four days of fighting, the Russian military is bogged down in Ukraine. In part
this is due to the valiant resistance of Ukraine’s army and civilian defense forces. But
it’s also due to the fact that the Russian army just isn’t very good.
News reports, tweets, videos, and emails from the battlefields show Russia’s armored
vehicles abandoned for lack of fuel, its soldiers foraging for food, its transport planes
shot out of the sky, its various military elements—tanks, infantry, aircraft—unable to
coordinate their aims.
Michael Kofman, a military analyst at CNA, an Arlington, Va.-based think tank, who
has been following the battle closely, tweeted Sunday late afternoon, “It’s taken me a
while to figure out what [the Russian military is] trying to do, because it looks so
ridiculous and incompetent.”
B.A. Friedman, a military historian and tactician, went further: “This isn’t a good
army executing a bad plan. It isn’t a good army executing outdated or out-of-context
tactics. It’s a bad army!”
None of this should be overstated. Four days of fighting might seem an eternity when
viewed through the prism of round-the-clock cable news, but, in retrospect, a month
from now, it will seem like the blink of an eye. Even the best armies take a while to get
going. That said, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been particularly sluggish and
flawed.
In one sense, this was predictable. Over the past decade, the Russian armed forces
have greatly improved, especially in its numbers of troops and quality of weapons.
However, some of their age-old weaknesses haven’t been fixed at all.
The Russian army has always been bad at setting up and sustaining supply lines. The
British general Omar Bradley once said about different types of military officers,
“Amateurs talk strategy, professionals talk logistics.” In that sense, Russians are
amateurs.
This is well known. It is why Ukrainian soldiers explicitly attacked the Russian supply
lines. It’s why so many tanks and other vehicles have been spotted stuck on the side of
a road.
This weakness might not matter so much if an army makes rapid progress at the start
of its offensive. Its troops could plunder the places they conquer for fuel, food, and
other supplies.
But the Russian army isn’t cut out for lightning strikes. Troops are trained in rote
set-pieces, with no time devoted to improvising if things don’t go as planned. One
reason for this is that junior officers are not allowed to take initiative.
This is deliberate; it’s part of the top-down command system dating back to Soviet
times, if not earlier. In politics and in warfare, the small elite on top doesn’t want
subordinates to get too creative—if they did, they might take over.

And so, as the Russian invaders met resistance, they didn’t quite know what to do.
Military operations designed to take place sequentially—Step 1, then 2, then 3,
etc.—fell apart, catastrophically. If Step 2 hit a big obstacle, the by-the-book soldiers
moved on to Step 3 anyway.
Therefore, large troop-transport planes tried to land, even though the airport hadn’t
been completely secured and Ukrainian air-defense systems hadn’t been destroyed.
As a result, two Il-76 transport planes, each carrying 100 airborne troops, were shot
down.
Similarly, tanks aren’t supposed to roll through hostile territory all alone. They need
to be escorted by infantry troops alongside or by combat planes from above, to avoid
getting ambushed.
Yet, in this invasion, Russian tanks are rolling all on their own or providing
protection for reconnaissance scouts, but getting no protection for themselves. So, as
might be expected, lots of Russian tanks are getting ambushed.
Nor have the Russians established air superiority, even though their air force far
outnumbers Ukraine’s. As a result, Ukrainian drones have been picking off Russian
convoys with impunity.
There is a larger factor here: the Russian army is comprised, by and large, of
one-year conscripts, who are poorly trained (even within the confines of Russian
military training), badly treated, and uninspired by ideology or any other motivating
spirit.
Hence the stories of captured Russian troops who had no idea why they were in
Ukraine. At least a few didn’t even know that they were in Ukraine—they thought they
were still doing exercises in Belarus. Others have reportedly been found knocking on
village doors for food or, in one case, asking a local police station for fuel.
All this aside, it is still possible—even likely—that, if the fighting goes on much longer,
the Russians will overtake the Ukrainians, capture Kyiv, and possibly oust the
current government.
They’ve sent in only about two-thirds of the troops and weapons that had been poised
on the Ukrainian border. Convoys of tanks are rolling in—however slowly—from the
north, west, and south.
They are joined, or are about to be joined, by Belarusian troops and Chechen special
forces. As the resistance mounts and as the Russians’ offensive is thwarted, Putin and
his generals can be expected to turn up the heat, shelling—and, recently,
bombing—cities, destroying whatever they can destroy, for destruction’s sake.
This is what the Russian military has done elsewhere, notably in Chechnya, when its
officers feel frustrated. At some point, superior firepower will win out, at least in the
short run.

But this doesn’t mean they will win in the long run. The resistance will continue,
especially now that practically every nation in NATO is supplying Ukraine with
weapons.
Putin’s invasion has rallied Ukrainian nationalism, stiffened the West’s spine, and
sent his own economy into a tailspin. Chaotic destructiveness can only go so far. It is
not a winning technique for the long run against organized defenses. And the more
Putin resorts to chaotic destructiveness, the more organized the defenses become.

Inside a basement crypt that's become a Ukrainian bomb shelter
Alan Chin (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

Alan Chin for Insider
Ternopil, Ukraine – The basement crypt at the Cathedral of the Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, a landmark 18th century structure that was heavily damaged
during the Second World War and restored afterwards, has been turned into an air
raid shelter.
The city of Ternopil, some 80 miles east of Lviv and Ukraine's border with Poland, is
hundreds of miles from the active front lines further east, north, and south. But
Russian air and missile attacks have all of Ukraine within range.
Air raid sirens blare through the city several times a day, sending some residents
toward the crpyt for safety. Others head to the basements of other large buildings for
shelters. Internet access remains adequate and most people pass the time texting with
friends and loved ones and reading the news.

Alan Chin for Insider People walk down stairs into the church's crypt, now an air raid
shelter.
Early in the afternoon on Sunday, air raid sirens started blaring. Dozens of people
descended the narrow stairs into the shelter. One woman slipped and Father Roman
Demush helped steady her to her feet. He said that many churches had prepared
bomb shelters in the past weeks as the ecclesiastical leadership had instructed them to
create safe spaces.
"We must help with the overflow of people coming here [from Kyiv and other regions
of Ukraine] and we are providing not just physical safety but also spiritual comfort,”
Father Demush told me.
"We've had sirens for three days now. Death has never been this close. People are
truly in fear. They say war doesn't have non-believers, so we ask God in prayer to
protect and save. To live through such trying times is much easier with God – than
without.”

Alan Chin for Insider In the Cathedral of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
residents look at their phones. One woman was reading from a Bible.

Alan Chin for Insider A couple waits inside the church's basement.

Alan Chin for Insider Dozens of people filed into the church's air raid shelter upon
hearing sirens for the second time that day.

Alan Chin for Insider Many churches have prepared bomb shelters across the area in
the past week.

Alan Chin for Insider Dozens pray, sleep and wait inside the air raid shelter of the
church.
Olga Bagriy, a teacher from Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, was among those seeking refuge.
"I love this church,” she told me. "They give tea, food, and water.”
Her family left Kyiv after Feb. 25 – the second night of Russian bombing. "I came
with my family – we decided to go when we heard the night sirens. The children were
very much afraid. It was 5 am.”
Along with her husband and two sons, they headed toward Ternopil, where the family
has property. She said she welcomes the quiet. "The city is peaceful so far. But I have
no idea how long we have to stay," she said.

Alan Chin for Insider Olga Bagriy with her sons, ages 9 and 6.

Alan Chin for Insider Father Roman Demush carried donated supplies for displaced
persons coming to Ternopil.
New checkpoints and defensive anti-tank obstacles continued to go up at different
locations around Ternopil. Road signs have been taken down to make it harder for
potential Russian invading units to find their way.
People continued to journey to the west to Lviv and Poland. Police at the train station
stopped journalists from working there, though, because they said that the sight of
people getting on trains would increase panic, "whereas, as you know, it's like this on
the train much of the time normally, anyway.”

Alan Chin for Insider A family waits for the next train west to Lviv.

Ihor Volenuk (below), who works in sales in his hometown of Ternopil, admitted that
he loves the outdoors and animals and … feeding the pigeons. "Yes, I bring the kids
on the weekends here sometimes and we feed the pigeons,” he said, as his two
daughters squealed with laughter while the birds frolicked all over them in the plaza
in front of Ternopil's Taras Shevchenko Theater.

Alan Chin for Insider Ihor Volenuk (in red jacket, left) and his two daughters, feeding
pigeons.
Volenuk's sister Oksana, a corporate manager, had fled the Russian invasion from
Kyiv to stay with her brother and his family. "It's so important to have a little
happiness right now," she said. "We've been so stressed. This is how we do not lose
our minds.”
Dusk comes quickly in winter, and loudspeakers announced a 10 pm to 6 am curfew.
But because of the blackout against Russian aircraft, the streets were quiet much
earlier than 10.
That blackout had an additional unintended consequence: It meant that a far greater
number of stars and constellations could be seen above in the night sky.

The Kremlin ordered 400 Russian mercenaries in Kyiv to hunt and kill Ukraine's
president, report says
Bill Bostock (wbostock@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Presidency of Ukraine / Handout/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv, Ukraine, on February 28, 2022.
Four hundred soldiers with Russia's Wagner Group are now in Ukraine, The Times of
London reported. The Kremlin offered soldiers bonuses to wipe out Volodymyr
Zelenskyy's government, the report said.
Zelenskyy previously warned that he was the "number one target " for Russian
assassins. The Kremlin ordered hundreds of Russian mercenaries in the Ukrainian
capital of Kyiv to assassinate President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, The Times of London
reported.
Between 2,000 and 4,000 mercenaries with the Wagner Group — a private army
believed to be owned by the Putin ally Yevgeny Prigozhin — entered Ukraine through
Belarus in January, The Times reported.
Some 400 of them were deployed to Kyiv, while others were sent to the pro-Kremlin
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, the newspaper reported.
Zelenskyy's name tops the Wagner Group kill list of 23 senior Ukrainian figures that
includes Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal and Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko, The Times
reported.
The Kremlin offered what The Times described as "hefty bonuses" to wipe out
Zelenskyy's government. The exact amount of the bounty is unclear.
Ukrainian intelligence learned of the order on Saturday morning, and Kyiv
subsequently declared a 36-hour "hard" curfew so that the city could be swept for
Russian agents, the report said.
Zelenskyy said last Friday that he was the "number one target" for Russian
assassins in Ukraine and that "enemy sabotage groups” had entered the capital.
Russia invaded Ukraine on Thursday and began shelling major cities, but Moscow's
forces have since faced spirited resistance from Ukrainians on the ground. The US,

UK, and EU announced harsh economic and logistical sanctions against Russian
individuals and entities in the wake of the invasion.
In response, Putin ordered Russia's nuclear deterrent to be to high alert on Sunday, a
move that the UK said was simply an attempt at distraction.
Ukraine said Sunday that it had agreed to hold talks with Russia at the Belarus
border on Monday. The talks were ongoing at time of publication.
However, according to The Times, the Wagner Group mercenaries have been told
that Putin does not intend to negotiate with Ukraine at all. The meeting is just "smoke
and mirrors," a source close to the group told The Times.
Zelenskyy also said in a Sunday video message: "I will say frankly, as always: I do
not really believe in the result of this meeting, but let them try. So that no citizen of
Ukraine would have any doubt that I, as president, did not try to stop the war when
there was even a small chance.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky ready to talk with Russia, but not in
Belarus
WION Web Team
Kyiv, Ukraine Published: Feb 27, 2022, 05:30 PM(IST)
https://www.wionews.com/world/ukrainian-president-volodymyr-zelensky-ready-to-tal
k-with-russia-but-not-in-belarus-457133
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky rejected a Russian offer of talks in Belarus
on Sunday, saying Minsk itself was complicit in the Russian invasion, but leaving the
door open to negotiations in other locations.
"Warsaw, Bratislava, Budapest, Istanbul, Baku. We proposed all of them," Zelensky
said in an address posted online.

"And any other city in a country from whose territory missiles do not fly would suit
us," the 44-year-old president said.
"That's the only way talks can be honest. And could put an end to war."
He urged the world on Sunday to scrap Russia's voting power at the UN Security
Council and said Russian actions bear signs of "genocide."
"This is terror. They are going to bomb our Ukrainian cities even more, they are
going to kill our children even more subtly. This is the evil that has come to our land
and must be destroyed," Zelensky said on a short video message.
The Kremlin said on Sunday its delegation was ready to meet Ukrainian officials in
the Belarusian city of Gomel. It has tried to justify its operation to "demilitarise"
Ukraine as an attempt to prevent the alleged persecution of the country's
Russian-speaking minority.
But the international community has roundly condemned the invasion as a flagrant
breach of international law, and many Ukrainian civilians have volunteered to defend
their country.
The US and other global powers slapped ever-tougher sanctions on Russia as the
invasion reverberated through the world's economy and energy supplies, threatening
to further hit ordinary households.
Through it all, Russia remained unbowed, vetoing a UN Security Council resolution
demanding that it stop attacking Ukraine and withdraw troops immediately.
The Kremlin said Kyiv initially agreed to have talks in Minsk, then said it would
prefer Warsaw and later halted communications.
In a window into how the increasingly isolated Putin views Ukraine and its leadership,
he urged Ukraine's military to surrender, saying: We would find it easier to agree
with you than with that gang of drug addicts and neo-Nazis who have holed up in
Kyiv and have taken the entire Ukrainian people hostage.
Playing on Russian nostalgia for World War II heroism, the Kremlin equates
members of Ukrainian right-wing groups with neo-Nazis. Zelensky, who is Jewish,
angrily dismisses those claims.
(With inputs from agencies)
** Người dân Ukraine về nước chiến đấu chống quân xâm lăng Nga..
Ukrainians return from abroad to fight Russian invasion
MONIKA SCISLOWSKA & RAFAL NIEDZIELSKI
February 27, 2022, 9:38 AM
https://www.aol.com/news/ukrainians-return-abroad-fight-russian-102426692-14384
8110.html
MEDYKA, Poland (AP) — While hundreds of thousands of refugees are leaving
Ukraine amid Russia's attack on the country, some Ukrainian men and women are
returning home from across Europe to help defend their homeland.
Poland’s Border Guard said Sunday that some 22,000 people have crossed into
Ukraine since Thursday, when Russia invaded the country.

At the checkpoint in Medyka, in southeastern Poland, many were standing in a line
early Sunday to cross into Ukraine.
"We have to defend our homeland. Who else if not us,” said a moustachioed man in
front of a group of some 20 Ukrainian truck drivers walking to the checkpoint to enter
Ukraine. They came from across Europe to return to Ukraine. They spoke to The
Associated Press in Ukrainian and in Russian.
Another man in the group said: “The Russians should be afraid. We are not afraid."
Members of the group declined to give their names, or only gave their first names,
citing their security and that of their families.
A man in his 20s, who said his first name was Denis, said he had been working in
Poland but was returning to Ukraine where his “everything” is.
“I’m on my own here in Poland. Why should I be here? So I go, for the homeland,”
Denis said.
Lesa, a woman in her 30s, Lesa, spoke to the AP just before entering the checkpoint
building. ”I am afraid, but I am a mother and want to be with my children. What can
you do? It’s scary but I have to."
Another young woman said she, too, was returning to take care of her children, so
that Ukrainian men can defend the country.
“We have to, we Ukrainians have to take our children away ... to allow our boys to
fight,” she said.
On Ukraine’s side of the border, a man was directing those arriving to a place where
cars and buses were waiting to take them onward.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was staying in the capital, Kyiv, boosting
the morale of Ukrainian fighters as Russian troops were closing in on the city and
huge explosions lit up the sky early Sunday.
Zelenskyy has banned men of military age, 18 to 60, from leaving the country.
Ukrainian authorities have also called on foreign volunteers to come and fight in
Ukraine's defense.
At least 200,000 people have fled Ukraine into Poland and other neighboring
countries in the wake of the Russian invasion, the U.N. refugee agency, the UNHCR,
said Sunday.
(Scislowska reported from Warsaw, Poland.)
Starlink Satellite Internet Terminals, Sent by Elon Musk, Arrive in Ukraine
Mike Ives - Business Insider

Satellite internet services like Mr. Musk’s, which is known as Starlink, can be useful
in parts of the world where people cannot easily access conventional internet
providers, whether because of technical limitations, government restrictions or other
barriers.
There have been a number of internet disruptions in Ukraine since the Russian
invasion began last week. On Saturday, Vice Prime Minister Mykhailo Fedorov of
Ukraine, who is also the minister of digital transformation, wrote to Mr. Musk on
Twitter to ask for Starlink stations.
“While you try to colonize Mars — Russia try to occupy Ukraine!” Mr. Fedorov
wrote. “While your rockets successfully land from space — Russian rockets attack
Ukrainian civil people!”
Mr. Musk, a billionaire entrepreneur who is also the chief executive of the
electric-car maker Tesla, said that the Starlink service was now active in Ukraine and
that he was sending more of the terminals users would need to access a satellite
internet signal through the system.
Mr. Fedorov posted a photo on Twitter on Monday that appeared to show a military
truck loaded with Starlink terminals.
“Starlink — here,” he wrote, and thanked Mr. Musk.
“You are most welcome,” Mr. Musk wrote back.
It was unclear as of early Tuesday how many Starlink terminals had arrived in the
country, where they would be available or who would be allowed to use them. SpaceX
did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Russian soldier’s final texts to mother before his death in Ukraine: ‘I’m scared,
we’re hitting everyone’
Megan Sheets - Independent

Security Service of Ukraine The Security Service of Ukraine released screenshots of
messages purportedly sent by a Russian soldier to his mother before he was killed.
Ukrainian officials have released heartbreaking final texts purportedly sent by a
Russian soldier to his mother before he was killed in combat.
The Security Service of Ukraine published the messages from the unidentified soldier
on Monday as the conflict raged on for a fifth day.
“I’m scared, we’re hitting everyone, even civilians,” the soldier wrote in Russian.
“We had been told that people would welcome us here but they jump under our
vehicles, not letting us pass. They call us fascists.
Ukrainian Ambassador reads Russian soldier's final texts to mother before death
“Mom, it’s so hard.”
The soldier told his mother that he is no longer in Crimea doing training exercises
and says: “We were told that [civilians] would welcome us.”
When the mother asked if she could send him a package, he replied that “the only
thing I want now is to hang myself”.
Ukrainian Ambassador Sergiy Kyslytsya read a portion of the messages at a meeting
of the United Nations General Assembly and said they were sent moments before the
soldier was killed. It is unclear how he died.

The tragic messages - which have only been verified by Ukrainian sources - came as
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s forces were accused of killing a child and two
adults by dropping bombs on a pre-school in the city of Okhtyrka.
The strike may constitute a war crime, human rights organisation Amnesty
International said.
Agnès Callamard, secretary general of Amnesty, said: “It is stomach-turning to see
an indiscriminate attack on a nursery and kindergarten where civilians are seeking
safe haven.”
Drone footage from the scene shows cluster munitions struck at least seven locations
on or near the building, Amnesty said. Two injured or dead civilians are also visible.
Also on the fifth day of Russia’s invasion, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky applied for his country to join the European Union as his representatives
met with Russian counterparts to discuss the possibility of a ceasefire.

Beijing Says China and Russia Are Not Allies
John Feng - Newsweek

GREG BAKER/AFP via Getty Images
China's "no limits" partnership with Russia is under scrutiny amid Vladimir Putin's
invasion of Ukraine, throughout which Beijing's noncommittal position has been
interpreted as tacit support for the Russian president's attempts at regime change in
Kyiv.
China-Russia relations were elevated to a special category in 2019. The
"comprehensive strategic partnership of coordination for a new era" signaled strong
military, political and economic alignment, and close ties described last year as
"better than an alliance."

But as Putin's military campaign against his neighbors threatens to make his country
a pariah on the international stage—through banned airspace, canceled visas and
unprecedented economic sanctions—Russia has pointed to China as an example of a
major power still offering friendship and support.
At a daily press conference on Monday, as the invasion entered its fifth day, China's
foreign ministry tried subtly to put some distance between Beijing's relationship with
Moscow and the hostilities in Ukraine.
"China and Russia are comprehensive strategic partners of coordination.
China-Russia relations are based on non-alliance, non-confrontation and
non-targeting of third countries," ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said.
China's position on the Ukraine crisis is "based on the merits of the matter itself," he
said, without elaborating. "We always stand on the side of peace and justice." He then
reiterated a description of the situation as "complex," refusing to back Kyiv outright.
Beijing's implicit support for Ukraine thus far has come in the form of one
oft-repeated phrase: "The sovereignty and territorial integrity of every country should
be respected and safeguarded. The aims and principles of the UN Charter should be
upheld. This is China's consistent position, and is it a basic norm governing
international relations that all countries should subscribe to."
Wang said China wanted to maintain friendly relations with Ukraine, but quickly
dismissed any possibility of joining global sanctions against its neighbor to the north.
"China does not approve of solving problems through sanctions," Wang said.
The official added that it was likely to cause new problems and a "lose-lose"
economic situation for all. Chinese firms would continue trading with Russia, he
suggested.
In response to a question about President Putin putting his country's nuclear
forces on alert, Wang took the chance to criticize NATO's eastward expansion and
said Moscow's "legitimate security demands should be addressed." All sides should
"remain calm, exercise restraint and avoid further escalation," Wang said.
Chinese Citizens in Ukraine
China is facing some criticism at home for failing to pull some 6,000 Chinese citizens
out of Ukraine before Russia's full-scale invasion began last Thursday. Despite
Russia's troop buildup along the border and non-stop warnings from the United
States, China didn't appear to believe Putin would take such drastic action.
Days before the attacks began, Beijing was still accusing Washington of "playing up
the threat of war." Its embassy remained operational throughout, and it failed to issue
a travel advisory or recommend its citizens find a route home.
After Russia's forces advanced into Kyiv-held territory and missile barrages began
hitting military installations, Chinese officials in Ukraine were unable to arrange
evacuation flights and could only ask citizens to stay put.

Before fighting broke out, the Chinese Embassy in Kyiv advised citizens to remain
indoors or affix Chinese flags to their vehicles if traveling by car. Some 24 hours later,
that advice changed to seek shelter and not to actively reveal one's nationality.
Chinese state-owned news outlets reported what were said to be government-led
efforts to charter planes for its citizens. But the embassy later said the conditions
were not suitable for such an evacuation—the airspace had been long closed by then.
Spokesperson Wang said the foreign ministry remained in touch with the embassy and
would arrange evacuations when possible.
Asked whether China had mismanaged the evacuation, Wang said the situation on the
ground underwent "rapid changes." He dismissed reports that said U.S. officials had
tried warning Beijing about the invasion several months in advance.
Famed conductor who is close friends with Putin was fired from his orchestra for
not condemning Ukraine invasion
Marianne Guenot (mguenot@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Stuart C. Wilson/Getty Images for BMW & London Symphony Orchestra Conductor
Valery Gergiev leads the London Symphony Orchestra in May 2016 .
Valery Gergiev, a renowned conductor, was fired from the Munich Philharmonic on
Tuesday.
An personal friend of Putin, he refused to distance himself from Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

The wider classical music world also shunned Gergiev, canceling a series of planned
concerts.
One of the world's most respected conductors was fired on Tuesday as cultural
institutions recoiled in horror at Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Russian maestro Valery Gergiev was booted from his job as chief conductor of the
Munich Philharmonic Orchestra after his bosses said he refused to condemn the war
started by his personal friend Vladimir Putin.
It was the most striking in a series of setbacks for Gergiev, who has had concerts
canceled and been asked to resign from honorary positions throughout the classical
music world.
Gergiev has long been a vocal supporter of Putin, a personal friend since the 1990s,
but the connection became too much for his employers after the invasion.
Dieter Reiter, the mayor of Munich, announced Gergiev's termination from the
Munich orchestra in a press release Monday.
Reiter had on Friday demanded that Gergiev publicly distance himself from the
invasion or be fired.
"I would have expected him to reconsider and revise his very positive assessment of
the Russian ruler. He didn't," Dieter said in the press release.
New York's Carnegie Hall and the Edinburgh Festival in Scotland have also
canceled Gergiev's upcoming engagements.
Gergiev's manager also quit working for Gergiev on Sunday. The Rotterdam
Philharmonic and La Scala have said they will cancel future bookings with Gergiev
unless he clarifies his position on Ukraine.
The artist has not spoken publicly about Russia's attack on Ukraine, The New York
Times reported on Friday, but has made no secret of is sympathies in the past.
Gergiev has known since the early 90s, per the New York Times, when both were in
Putin's home town of St Petersburg.

Sasha Mordovets/Getty Images Russian President Vladimir Putin and Valery Gergiev,
then director of the Mariinsky Theatre, talk as the "Heroes of Labour" are awarded,
in the Konstantin Palace on May,1, 2013 in Strelma, Saint Petersburg, Russia.
Gergiev, also the long-standing general and artistic director of St. Petersburg's
Mariinsky Theater, was honored by Putin with an official "Hero of Labour"
commendation in 2013.
At the 2013 opening ceremony of a million dollar-expansion to the Mariinsky Theater,
Putin offered Gergiev a birthday toast, per The New Yorker.
Gergiev has also been publicly supportive of Putin's career, endorsing his
presidential campaigns and denouncing anti-government band Pussy Riot, who
galvanized opposition to Putin in the cultural sphere.
The Russian conductor came under fire in 2014 after signing a letter supporting
Russia's annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014, an early Russian move which
helped set in motion events leading to the invasion in February 2022.
In 2016, Gergiev organized a concert in the ruins of Palmyra, Syria, shortly after they
were captured by the Russia-backed Syrian forces, per the BBC.

Russian Oligarchs Are on the Run
Danielle Stein Chizzik - Town & Country

Design by Michael Stillwell How the Twitter verse is taking Russian billionaires to
task.
As rockets fall and tanks roll on the cities and towns of Ukraine, the rest of the world
has borne witness with an unprecedented intensity, due almost entirely to the internet.
Anyone who has scrolled social media in the last few days has seen dozens of
disturbing images from the ground in Ukraine, protests from St. Peterburg to Sydney
to Times Square, and iconic buildings around the globe illuminated in blue and
yellow.
Plus there is the intel gleaned from Twitter and foreign news organizations that are
now more globally available than ever, not to mention the Internet's own direct role
in the conflict—reports of Ukrainian hackers combating Russian propaganda and
Anonymous taking over Russian airwaves to play the Ukrainian national anthem, to
name two examples.

In one of the latest displays of the power of the internet, a Twitter account called
Russian Oligarch Jets appeared just yesterday that tracks the current movement of the
private aircraft of the likes of Roman Abramovich (one of his jets landed in Latvia
yesterday) and Alexander Abramov (one of his planes recently landed in Abu Dhabi,
another in Munich).

Another, @PutinJet, is also tracking planes owned by Putin and Russian VIPS.
Meanwhile, other internet sleuths are tracking oligarch-owned yachts.

The takeaway: Russians with means seem eager to get their assets as far from Russia
as possible. Not that foreign shores will necessarily be friendly: a Ukranian sailor in
Mallorca was arrested this weekend for sabotaging the $8 million yacht of Russian
arms dealer Alexander Mikheev, and Anonymous hackers sent Putin’s yacht, the
reportedly $97 million “Graceful,” straight to “hell”

What are thermobaric weapons and how do they work?
Virginia Harrison & agencies - The Guardian
Fears have risen over the use of thermobaric weapons by Russia after the Ukrainian
ambassador to the US said a vacuum bomb – another term for the weapon – had been
used during the invasion.
The use of such weapons, which suck in oxygen from the surrounding air to generate
a high-temperature explosion, has yet to be independently confirmed, though footage
from Ukraine has shown thermobaric rocket launchers on Russia’s TOS-1 vehicles.
Dr Marcus Hellyer, senior analyst at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, said
while it was not clear if they had been deployed yet by Russia in Ukraine, it was only
“a matter of time”.

How do they work?
The thermobaric weapon, also known as an aerosol bomb or fuel air explosive, is a
two-stage munition.
The first-stage charge distributes an aerosol made up of very fine material – from a
carbon-based fuel to tiny metal particles.
A second charge ignites that cloud, creating a fireball, a huge shock wave, and a
vacuum as it sucks up all surrounding oxygen.
The blast wave can last for significantly longer than a conventional explosive and is
capable of vaporizing human bodies.
Such weapons are used for a variety of purposes and come in a range of sizes. Hellyer
says what we may see in Ukraine is Russia using them in a “bunker-buster” role to
destroy defensive positions. Extremely large, air-launched versions are designed to
destroy caves and tunnel complexes.
Where have they been used?
The bombs have been used by Russian and western forces since the 1960s. The US
relied on them in its attempts to eliminate al-Qaida in the mountains in Afghanistan.
Hellyer said Russia had a longer track record with them than the west. “Russia has
systems right across the spectrum … from quite small tactical weapons, to huge,
air-launched bombs.
“The separatists that Russia was supporting in the Donbas region, they have been
using them for a number of years now.”
In 2000, Human Rights Watch condemned Russia’s reported used of the weapons a
year earlier in Chechnya as “a dangerous escalation” with “important humanitarian
implications”.
How dangerous are they?
Hellyer said thermobaric weapons were effective at their “specific purpose” of
“primarily destroying defensive positions”.
While they would not be used to penetrate a tank, they could be a ““very destructive
weapon” against an apartment complex or other building.
“They are not illegal even though their effects can be pretty horrific, because of that
effect of creating a vacuum and sucking the air out of the lungs of defenders,” he said.
Given their use is “pretty standard” in terms of Russian tactics, Hellyer said he
expected to see more thermobaric warfare in Ukraine.
“One of the things we know about Russian tactics is that they are willing to destroy
everything.

“It’s clear that the Ukrainians are hunkering down in some of the cities … as that
continues the Russians are going to resort more and more to using … whatever
weapons they have including thermobaric weapons in built-up urban areas.”
Russian Sites Hacked Across Country To Display Their War Dead
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek

ALEXEY NIKOLSKY/Sputnik/AFP/Getty Images
Multiple Russian state-run media outlets were hacked across the country to display
anti-war messages and Russia's war dead, as President Vladimir Putin continues his
full-scale invasion against Ukraine.
North Carolina announces sanctions in response to Russian attack on Ukraine
A host of Russian media sites, including news agency
TASS, Kommersant and Izvestia were targeted by hackers to display messages calling
for an end to Putin's invasion of Ukraine.
"Dear citizens. We urge you to stop this madness, do not send your sons and
husbands to certain death,” the message read on several websites. "Putin is forcing
us to lie and is putting us in danger.”
Independent Russian news outlet Novaya Gazeta reported that some sites were
hacked with messages that said: "Stop the madness and do not send sons and
husbands to certain death.”
Some sites were replaced with a black "tombstone" stating that 5,300 Russian
troops had been killed in four days—since Putin declared a "special military
operation” against Ukraine on February 24.
"More deaths than in the First Chechen War 1994-1996,” the message read.
"This message will be removed, and some of us will be fired or even imprisoned. But
we can no longer tolerate it,” one message reportedly said, Novaya Gazeta reported,

noting that at the end of the message, the logo of the hacker group Anonymous was
published.
"We have been isolated from the whole world, they have stopped buying oil and gas.
In a few years we will be living like North Korea,” another message said.
"What is this for? So that Putin can get into the history books? It's not our war, let's
stop him!”
Several Russian media sites reported that Anonymous, the hacking group that first
made headlines about a decade ago, was behind the cyber attacks.
"The Anonymous collective is officially in cyber war against the Russian
government. #Anonymous #Ukraine,” the group tweeted on February 25.
Delegations from Russia and Ukraine engaged in negotiations on the Belarusian
border on Monday.
The outcome of the talks isn't yet clear, however, the Ukrainian presidency said
negotiations would focus on "an immediate ceasefire and withdrawal of troops from
the territory of Ukraine” and that that the talks would be held near the Ukrainian
border on the bank of the Pripyat River.
Shortly before talks began, dozens of people were killed in rocket strikes by Russian
forces on the Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, Ukrainian interior ministry adviser Anton
Herashchenko said.
"Kharkiv has just been massively fired upon by grads (rockets). Dozens of dead and
hundreds of wounded,” he said in a statement on Facebook.

Granddaughter of Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev says she is embarrassed by
Putin invasion of Ukraine
Sophia Ankel (sankel@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Getty Images Former Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev.

Nikita Khrushchev's granddaughter slammed Russia's invasion.
She told the Independent she felt "horrible" and "embarrassed" by it.
Khrushchev, who was Soviet Premier from 1958 to 1964, had a close relationship
with Ukraine.
The granddaughter of former Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev told the
Independent she was embarrassed by Russian President Vladimir Putin's invasion of
Ukraine and that her grandfather would have found it "despicable."
"He'd think it was outrageous and despicable and impossible,” Nina Khrushcheva
told the Independent.
She also said she felt "horrible” and "embarrassed” by the attack, the Independent
reported.
"I can't believe that although [Putin] is claiming he's trying to prevent the war, he's
actually waging a war on a nation he says is the same as Russia — a brotherly nation
of Ukrainians,” she said.
Khrushchev, who led the Soviet Union from 1958 to 1964, maintained had a close
relationship with Ukraine.
His hometown, Kalinovka, was located seven miles from the Russian border with
Ukraine, and he spent much of his life working in the Donbas region in the eastern
part of the country.
After World War II, he was appointed Secretary of the Communist Party of Ukraine
and played a pivotal role in rebuilding Kyiv, which had been heavily bombed by the
Germans, according to History.com
"Khrushchev restored Kyiv after World War II, so he was very loving towards that
city,” Khrushcheva told the Independent.
"He did the best to restore it and they could use it again, and now it's being bombed
by another leader of Russia.”
Khrushcheva was Khrushchev's great-granddaughter by birth and granddaughter by
adoption. She was born and raised in Moscow and currently works as a professor of
international affairs at The New School in New York.
Tuesday marks day six of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
It has prompted protests across the world, including in Russia. Western nations have
since levied heavy sanctions and other restrictive financial measures against Russia,
a move that Putin claimed was unlawful.

Russia said it's pushing ahead with building a massive natural gas pipeline to
China as Western sanctions rock its economy
Grace Dean (gdean@insider.com) - Business Insider

Xinhua/Ju Peng via Getty Images, Sergei Guneyev/SPUTNIK/AFP via Getty Images
The proposed pipeline would deliver up to 1.77 trillion cubic feet of Russian gas each
year to China via Mongolia, Gazprom said.
Russia's Gazprom said Monday it signed a contract to design a huge Russia-China
natural gas pipeline.
The Soyuz Vostok pipeline would deliver up to 1.77 trillion cubic feet of natural gas
each year via Mongolia.
Sanctions imposed by Western nations have hobbled Russia's economy after it
invaded Ukraine.
Russia is pushing ahead with plans to build a new massive pipeline carrying natural
gas to China as Western sanctions strangle its economy.
Gazprom, the Kremlin-controlled energy giant, said on Monday that it had signed a
contract to perform design and survey work as part of the construction of the Soyuz
Vostok gas pipeline.
The proposed pipeline would deliver up to 50 billion cubic meters (1.77 trillion cubic
feet) of Russian natural gas each year to China via Mongolia, Gazprom said.
Bloomberg reported that if plans for the pipeline went through, it could be Gazprom's
biggest-ever deal with China.
Countries and trade blocs including the European Union, UK, US, Canada, and
Japan have responded to Russia's invasion of Ukraine with sanctions designed to
hobble Russia's economy.

The measures have targeted the banking system and trade, among other areas, and
have led to a slump in the ruble, a huge hike in interest rates, and rising inflation.
But crucially, the West hasn't yet banned Russian energy imports. Europe gets around
40% of its natural gas supply from Russia and has continued to rely on it since the
invasion started.
China, meanwhile, has avoided criticism of Russia's move into Ukraine, and
repeatedly refrained from calling Moscow's actions an invasion.
China is Russia's biggest trade partner for both exports and imports, according to
Reuters, and bought a third of Russia's crude oil exports in 2020. It supplies Russia
with manufactured products from cell phones and computers to toys and clothing.
The Soyuz Vostok link could offer Russia better access to alternative markets in the
East as energy majors in the West announced they were divesting from their Russian
interests.
Shell said on Tuesday that it was pulling out from its joint ventures with Gazprom and
related businesses, while BP said it's dumping its 20% stake in the Russian
state-backed oil firm Rosneft.
Germany also halted plans for the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, designed to carry gas
between Russia and mainland Europe, though German energy firm E.ON said it had
rejected calls to shut down the Nord Stream 1 pipeline, which continues to pump
Russian natural gas to Europe.
Bloomberg reported that if Russia and China reached a new supply deal, Gazprom
could build an inter-connector between its westbound and eastbound pipeline systems,
allowing it to divert gas from fields that currently only supply Europe, to China
instead.
The energy company said that Alexei Miller, chair of the Gazprom Management
Committee, and Sainbuyan Amarsaikhan, deputy prime minister of Mongolia,
discussed the Soyuz Vostok project at a meeting on Monday.
The Soyuz Vostok is also known as the Power of Siberia 2 pipeline. The Power of
Siberia 1 pipeline has been pumping natural gas from Russia to China since 2019 as
part of a 30-year, $400-billion deal, Bloomberg reported.

The UN's New Climate Change Report Should Make You Mad As Hell
Jay Michaelson - The Daily Beast

The Daily Beast
The largest, most detailed climate change report in history was released today,
clocking in at 3,675 pages, written by 270 researchers for the United Nations’
Intergovernmental Program on Climate Change (IPCC).
With the invasion of Ukraine justifiably dominating the news, the report may not make
many headlines. But it should cause you to lose sleep tonight, especially if you have
children, and even if you’ve been numbed by decades of gloom and doom when it
comes to global climate disruption.
In fact, as someone who’s been writing on climate change since 1998, I think it’s the
most important 3,675 pages to be published this century. Not because it will influence
the politicians in the pockets of the fossil fuel industry (i.e. the entire Republican
Party plus Sen. Joe Manchin) or those bamboozled by Fox News—it won’t. It’s
important because it stands as a record of what scientists know to be true, and what
our leaders have failed to bring about.
When in two decades, my daughter looks out at her wrecked world, devastated by
fires and wars and famines, she can point to this report and say, “you knew what was
happening, but you didn’t stop it.”
And to that, I will have no reply.
There are 45 “observed impacts” detailed and documented in the report—I’ll focus
on the technical summary, which you can read here.

The Daily Beast View of a glacier on the edge of Campo de Hielo Norte, in the region
of Aysen, southern Chile, on February 12, 2022.
The melting of the glaciers is a natural phenomena which climate change has
accelerated significantly, told AFP Jorge O'Kuinghttons, chief of the Regional Unit of
Glaciology of the General Water Directorate (DGA). PABLO COZZAGLIO/Getty
Each one of these is not just some think piece that someone wrote on the internet, but
the result of years of methodical and transparent data-gathering, all of which is
available in the report. And each one details something that is already happening and
has already been measured.
Some examples:
Changes to marine and freshwater ecosystems everywhere in the world have caused
species losses, higher rates of disease, mass die-offs, destruction of entire ecosystems,
and degradations of fisheries. These changes are “unprecedented over millennia.”
More “extreme weather events” (floods, fires, hurricanes) have begun happening
even faster than expected. The rate of extreme events in 2020 was initially forecast for
the year 2100.
Droughts have tripled in the last 50 years, fisheries have collapsed due to extreme
heat events, and over 20 million people have been displaced due to extreme weather
events (mostly droughts, hurricanes, and floods) in the last ten years.
Global agricultural productivity has actually decreased due to changes in rainfall
patterns, increased temperatures, ocean warming, increase in fungal infestations, and
numerous other causes.
Roughly half the world population is experiencing “water scarcity” for at least one
month per year, and nearly half a billion people are experiencing “unfamiliar
precipitation patterns”—droughts in some places, flooding in others.

Glaciers are melting at rates unprecedented in human history.
3.3 billion people live in countries with a high vulnerability to climate change (as
extensively defined in the report).
The report next lists 60 “projected impacts,” qualified according to level of risk and
expected temperature rise, including:
9 million people will die of climate-related deaths per year by the end of this century.
Heat-related deaths will double.
Even if warming increases by only 1.2 degrees—probably far too optimistic, as most
scientists believe that 1.5 degrees in warming is now inevitable, even with significant
emission reductions—there will be “mass tree mortality,” coral reef bleaching, and
“mass mortality events from heatwaves” by 2050. At 1.6 degrees of warming, 10
percent of species will become endangered, with 9 percent at high risk of extinction.
Changes in distributions of animal populations will increase the risk of
animal-to-human diseases like SARS, MERS, and COVID-19.
At 2 degrees of warming, between 1 and 3 billion people will experience water
scarcity. Glacier floods will wipe out cities downstream. Between 42-79 percent of the
world’s watersheds will be disrupted, devastating agriculture.
Low-lying island states will be submerged by 2100, some by 2050. In Europe, coastal
flood damage will increase by 1000 percent. Approximately $12 trillion in assets will
be located in vulnerable flooding areas.
Impacts will be much worse in vulnerable countries, and in urban centers in Africa
and Asia. Mass migrations are difficult to predict, but are to be expected on a scale
never before seen in history.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the report explains in even-more-excruciating
detail that our most audacious attempts to adapt to global climate
disruption—seawalls!—are simply not enough to significantly blunt many of these
impacts.
Large coastal cities, the report says, can be protected, but it’s impossible to move
coral reefs, for example, which the report says are effectively doomed after 2040.
Meanwhile, “maladaptation,” which solves one problem while making others worse,
is likely to accompany any large-scale adaptation. And nothing, the report shows, will
really make much of a difference over 2 degrees of warming.

The Daily Beast A firefighter works the scene as flames push towards homes during
the Creek fire in the Cascadel Woods area of unincorporated Madera County,
California on September 7, 2020.
A firework at a gender reveal party triggered a wildfire in southern California that
has destroyed 7,000 acres (2,800 hectares) and forced many residents to flee their
homes, the fire department said Sunday.
More than 500 firefighters and four helicopters were battling the El Dorado blaze
east of San Bernardino, which started Saturday morning, California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) said. JOSH EDELSON/Getty
So, should we all just give up, then?
Actually, yes and no.
Of course, good environmentalists say no. There is much we can do; after all, the
IPCC report devotes several hundred pages to mitigation strategies that could work:
building “climate resilience,” shifting power sources, helping vulnerable populations
become more resilient (in part by providing basic infrastructure, health, and
educational opportunities), conservation (the report recommends up to 30 percent of
biodiversity-rich regions be protected, compared with 18 percent today), and so on.
More than just the IPCC report, Project Drawdown has an excellent summary of
where greenhouse gases are coming from (25 percent from electricity generation, 24
percent from food and agriculture, etc.) and what can actually be done to reduce them.
(Hint: Your personal carbon footprint is meaningless, and in fact the whole concept
was developed by fossil fuel companies to evade the systemic change that would be
meaningful but bad for their bottom lines.)
There’s even now good data on how to change people’s minds if they’re on the
fence, none of which I’ve heeded in this piece.

And the once-derided climate management “geoengineering” method now known as
Solar Radiation Management may hold more promise for mitigating the worst of
climate change than any emissions reduction would.

The Daily Beast1308349818 The Windsor Bridge is seen submerged under rising
floodwaters along the Hawkesbury River on March 22, 2021 in Sydney, Australia.
Evacuation warnings are in place for parts of Western Sydney as floodwaters
continue to rise. Lisa Maree Williams/Getty.
But I’m not a good environmentalist. I think jumping to the can-do, fix-it attitude of
sustainable development is a mistake, because it skips over an important step:
despair.
This report should make you cry, it should make you angry, and it should make you
want to get involved in electoral politics to shift power away from West Virginia
senators in the pocket of the coal mining industry. (On the same day this apocalyptic
report was released to the public, the conservative-packed Supreme Court appeared
ready to stop the EPA from doing anything about climate change at all, which even
power companies have begged them not to do.)
Most of all, this report should make you really fucking think about the world you are
leaving for your kids, if you have them, or for everyone else in the world, if you don’t.
And before you jump to conclusions about what we can do to help—especially if it
involves virtuous personal sacrifice that doesn’t make a whit of difference in the
actual world—you should feel bad. You should feel very bad.
Climate chaos will make everything bad, worse. Just imagine the impact that 500
million climate refugees will have on the popularity of authoritarian nationalists like
Putin, Modi and Trump. Just think for a moment about the level of instability and
violence that will result from massive droughts, famines, extinctions, and extreme heat

events all over the world—affecting rich and poor alike but, of course, hitting the
poor worse.
The climate activist and Buddhist teacher Joanna Macy has written that a lot of our
culture’s climate denial comes from the sheer scope of the crisis, our inability to
handle a global ecocide of this magnitude. That’s certainly true on the know-nothing
Right, which denies any science that threatens its worldview, from vaccine efficacy to
evolution. But it’s also true on the Left and in the Center, where climate change is
often put on a shelf, just one more thing to worry about.
Global climate disruption is not just one more thing to worry about—it is the thing to
worry about, because it threatens the survival of life on earth and will make every
other problem we face that much worse. As a rabbi, a dad, and some dude on the
internet, I dare you to read the summaries of the IPCC report and maybe a chapter
or two that you find interesting. I dare you to let yourself really absorb the impact of
what scientists have already measured and now predict for the very near future.
I dare you to be as devastated as I am.

