The latest News Around Us in Aug_21
#BidenMustGo Campaign Takes Off as Sickened Americans Speak Out on
Afghanistan Tragedies
Isa Cox - The Western Journal

It’s been a terrible and shameful week for the American people.
President Joe Biden’s handling of the Afghanistan troop withdrawal has been terrible
from the start. Just days before the Taliban took over the capital of Kabul, Biden
promised we wouldn’t see the same situation that we’d seen decades ago in Saigon.
Turns out, this was exactly what we saw as helicopters rescued personnel from the
U.S. embassy in a chillingly similar fashion to what was done as Vietnam fell in 1975.
Biden has claimed that the “buck stops” with him, and yet he’s blamed
everyone but his own administration for the horrific crisis.
Meanwhile, when told by a reporter this week that Americans largely supported the
withdrawal but disapproved of his leadership amid the chaotic evacuation, Biden
simply laughed.
I guess this was all he could do upon learning that a majority of Americans now
consider him unfit and incompetent for the job.
Then, on Thursday, two terrorist blasts killed the most U.S. service members in a
single day since 2011 — 13 in total. It also resulted in the deaths of dozens of
innocent Afghans.

Many have directly accused Biden of having blood on his hands for the horrific attack,
which was reportedly carried out by the Islamic State, Khorasan Province, or ISIS-K,
near the Kabul airport. The airport was supposed to be under U.S. control, yet has
increasingly appeared to be managed by the Taliban.
By the weekend, #BidenMustGo was trending on Twitter, and we can certainly see
why.
Whether it was Biden’s ineptitude at addressing the American public in the wake of
the sobering attack or the failures that resulted in the senseless and unnecessary loss
of American and Afghan lives on Thursday, it is clear that millions of angry patriots
agree that, indeed, Biden must go.
“#BidensCatastrophe will be taught in every military academy for centuries. In every
country. It will go down in history as one of the greatest military calamities ever
perpetrated by a politician,” actor and conservative powerhouse James Woods wrote,
adding the hashtag #BidenMustGo.
He included a video from a news conference held by infuriated House Republican
leaders who detailed the weaponry now in the Taliban’s hands thanks to the failures
of the Biden administration.

https://twitter.com/i/status/1431396299551559682
“We now know that due to the negligence of this administration, the Taliban now has
access to over $85 billion worth of American military equipment,” Rep. Jim Banks of
Indiana said in the clip.
“That includes 75,000 vehicles, over 200 airplanes and helicopters, over 600,000
small arms and light weapons. The Taliban now has more Black Hawk helicopters
than 85 percent of the countries in the world. But they don’t just have weapons. They
also have night-vision goggles, body armor, medical supplies.”
Conservative media personality Gina Loudon, also known as Dr. Gina, retweeted
Woods’ post, writing, “Please. He can’t even read the teleprompter. People are
DYING!! And DC swamp is too sociopathological to do anything ethical. Special
place in Hell…,” along with the trending hashtag.

Other angry Americans sounded off in similar fashion about our humiliating and
incompetent president, remembering the lives lost and endangered, and placing the
blame for the crisis and attack squarely on Biden’s shoulders.

Hunter Lopez was just 22 years old and the son of law enforcement officers.

Hunter chose to follow a life of service, selflessness, courage and sacrifice, like his
parents, and we must never forget him.

Praying for the families of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice protecting and
fighting for our country and freedoms. To our heroes - We honor and salute you today
and everyday.

LAST FLIGHT TO FREEDOM: Afghanistan evacuation ending as US withdraws
from Kabul under ISIS rocket fire.

Sen. Cotton Predicts Joe Biden's Next Move Will Be a Direct Attack on Americans
Taylor Penley - The western Journal

President Joe Biden’s disastrous Afghanistan withdrawal is getting worse all the time,
but can we expect him to acknowledge his administration’s mistakes?
Not a chance. Republican Sen. Tom Cotton of Arkansas shares that belief, but
expressed his concern that the president’s avoidance of taking personal responsibility
will extend even further.

The senator said on Wednesday’s broadcast of Fox News’ “Hannity” that he thinks it
is likely Biden will blame Americans who end up stuck in Afghanistan after the Aug.
31 withdrawal deadline by saying they “didn’t want to leave, they wanted to stay
there.”
Perhaps Cotton’s beliefs aren’t so far-fetched considering the context surrounding
them.
Since Kabul’s fall to the Taliban, the Biden administration’s rhetoric has been
despicable, no doubt.
And members of the administration remain determined to pinpoint the foreign policy
error on anyone but themselves.
On Wednesday, the U.K.’s Daily Mail noted that Secretary of State Antony
Blinken appeared to blame Americans for “not leaving fast enough” after being
forewarned about the need to leave earlier this year.
“For many years we have urged Americans not to travel there. We’ve repeatedly
asked Americans who are in Afghanistan to enroll [at the Kabul embassy],” Blinken
said, according to the outlet.
“And since March of this year, we’ve sent 19 separate messages to [Americans]
enrolled in the embassy, encouraging them and then urging them to leave the country.
We’ve even made clear we would pay for their repatriation.”
Biden himself, when asked about the Taliban and slipping poll numbers during a
mini news briefing from the White House’s Roosevelt Room on Sunday, defended his
poorly executed Afghanistan pullout, saying it will go down in history as the “right
decision to make.”
“What would you say to those Americans who no longer believe you are fit for the
job?” CBS News reporter Ed O’Keefe asked during the briefing.
“Look, I had a basic decision to make,” Biden answered.
“I either withdraw America from a 20-year war that, depending whose analysis you
accept, cost us $150 million dollars a day for 20 years or $300 million dollars a day
for 20 years.”
Later, Biden’s self-defense came more directly.
“I think that history’s gonna record this was the logical, rational and right decision
to make,” he said.
The statement, as indefensible as it was, has aged even more poorly as we’ve
since lost several U.S. Marines and service members in the last few days.
Two suicide bombings that occurred Thursday morning in the surrounding areas of
the Kabul airport resulted in numerous deaths and injuries — among Afghans and
Americans alike.

Fox News’ Jesse Watters attacked Biden for shifting the Afghanistan blame on others
during a Thursday episode of “Watters World,” saying, “President Biden says the
buck stops with him, but the guy just can’t stop blaming others for the mistakes.”
Watters pointed to Biden’s ABC News interview with former Clinton administration
communications director George Stephanopoulos during which Biden bolstered his
defenses.
“There was no consensus. You go back in look at the intelligence reports, they said it
was more likely to be sometime by the end of the year,” Biden said during the
interview, according to Fox News.
Stephanopoulos then reminded Biden of a top military official’s recommendation to
keep at least 2,500 troops on the ground — a statement Biden was quick to dismiss.
“No, it was split. That wasn’t true,” he said. “No one said that to me that I can
recall.”
It’s safe to say Biden and his affiliates are determined to pinpoint the blame for a
failed foreign policy on anyone but who’s responsible for it.
We could say Cotton’s assessment is clairvoyant, or we could say he’s offering a good
analysis of things to come given all that’s happened thus far.
Regardless, it seems the Biden administration is determined to be involved in
everything, yet claim responsibility for nothing.

The incompetence is beyond stunning at this point.
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In the latest act of insanity of Biden administration to be revealed, we learn that the
White House declined a Taliban offer to have U.S. troops control Kabul during the
evacuation.
As was initially reported in the Washington Post of all places, this occurred during an
in-person meeting of senior U.S. military leaders in Doha, including commander of
U.S. Central Command Kenneth McKenzie, who spoke with the head of the Taliban’s
political wing Abdul Ghani Baradar.
Baradar reportedly said “We have a problem. We have two options to deal with it:
You [the United States military] take responsibility for securing Kabul or you have to
allow us to do it.” Biden remained resolute in his decision to withdrawal all troops,
with the collapse of the Afghan government having no effect on his opinion.

Nearly 90 retired generals and admirals call on Lloyd Austin and Mark Milley to
resign
Zachary Faria - Examiner
Nearly 90 retired generals and admirals have called on Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Mark Milley to resign after overseeing the
debacle that was President Biden’s withdrawal from Afghanistan.

Provided by Washington Examiner
The letter, released by the group Flag Officers 4 America, states that “the hasty
retreat has left an unknown number of Americans stranded in dangerous areas
controlled by a brutal enemy.”
The group’s letter notes that Austin and Milley “were the top two military officials in
a position to recommend against the dangerous withdrawal,” and that even if they did
all they could to prevent Biden from going forward with it, they should still resign out
of conscience.
Two weeks ago, Austin said that the Defense Department would move everyone we
possibly can out of Afghanistan “until the clock runs out or we run out of capability.”
This was not such a hard promise to keep, yet it has already been broken even though
the clock has not run out. Moreover, the greatest military in the world should not
“run out of capability” at all when it comes helping Americans stranded in a country
controlled by the Taliban.
Ultimately, anywhere from 100 to 200 Americans who wanted to leave the country
were stranded by the Biden administration, by its own numbers. Austin
also confirmed that the Taliban was preventing some Americans from getting to the
airport.
Milley has apparently spent more time studying “white rage” than he has spent on
Afghanistan. Like Biden, he contended that the Taliban’s takeover was unexpected.
He also, like Biden, blamed the situation on the Afghan army, which has taken more
casualties causalities fighting the Taliban in 2021 alone than the U.S. has taken since
the war began.
This despite the fact that the Biden administration pulled their air support and the
contractors who serviced the Afghan air force.

Aside from Biden himself, Austin and Milley bear the most responsibility for the
botched withdrawal.
They either failed to understand what was happening in Afghanistan or they failed to
convince Biden to see it.
Either way, they failed. There is no way either of them should continue in this
administration.
Washington Examiner Videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9n1T60nSNdo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dEpa6Uq5v8

Prominent Female Afghan Politician Fawzia Koofi Safely Evacuated Following
Her Taliban Imposed House Arrest
Leia Idliby - Mediaite

Provided by Mediaite Fawzia Koofi
Fawzia Koofi, an Afghan politician and women’s rights activist, has been safely
evacuated from the country after she was placed on house arrest by the Taliban.
Lolwah Rashid Mohammed Al-Khater, a Qatari diplomat, took to Twitter to share the
news on Monday, writing that Koofi has landed on a Qatari Air Force and will soon
be reunited with her two daughters.
“I’m glad to announce that sister Fawzia @fawziakoofi77 has just landed on a Qatari
Air Force flight to be reunited again with her 2 daughters, who were safely evacuated
to Qatar in earlier evacuations,” she wrote.
“Thanks to everyone in Afghanistan who facilitated, and those who asked.”
CNN’s Clarissa Ward, who consistently made headlines for her reporting on
Afghanistan’s fall to the Taliban, also shared her excitement for Koofi’s safe return:
“Some rare good news,” she wrote. “I interviewed [Koofi] while she was under
house arrest in Kabul with Taliban guards outside her door. She was a picture of
courage and composure. Today she’s reunited with her daughter, thanks to the efforts
of Qatar and many others.”
Ward spoke to Koofi for a CNN segment looking into how women are “bracing for
life under Taliban rule,” in which Ward explained that the Afghan politician has
negotiated with the Taliban amid their peace talks with the government.
“I’m concerned for my daughters and all the girls of Afghanistan,” Koofi admitted to
Ward. “I don’t want history to repeat itself on them very brutally.”

Ukrainians rescue Afghans after US and Canada decline: Report
Joel Gehrke - Examiner
A contingent of Ukrainian soldiers rescued a group of Afghan translators after U.S.
and Canadian forces declined, according to a new report.

Provided by Washington Examiner
“Everybody was surprised,” Jawad Haqmal, a 33-year-old Afghan who worked with
the Canadian military during the war in Afghanistan, told Toronto’s Globe and Mail.
“I tried for the last month to have someone get us. We asked the Americans, the
Canadians, the Qataris, everybody — and no solution. They were scared to come
out.”
President Joe Biden’s administration has faced questions over the last two weeks
about why other militaries at Kabul airport seemed more aggressive in deploying
around the capital city to collect Afghans or Western citizens.
U.S. forces have held the airport while processing the arrivals of approximately
122,000 evacuees — a high-risk task marred by an Islamic State terrorist attack last
Thursday that killed 13 U.S. military service members and wounded 15 others who
manned a vulnerable gate.
“The Marines and the soldiers that have for the last couple of weeks been helping
consular officers man these gates and help process people in have been — did heroic
work. And they had to make decisions in real-time about trying to help people get out,”
Pentagon spokesman John Kirby told reporters Monday.
“And a lot of lives were saved, and a lot of lives are now in a better place, and they're
going to have opportunities they couldn't've had before, thanks to the work that these
troops did, in concert with their State Department colleagues, at these very dangerous
gates,” he added.

The multi-faceted terrorist attack that killed more than 100 people came as no
surprise to military commanders as U.S. officials had enough information to know
that they should warn Americans to stay away from the gates.
“But the Americans decided to keep the gate open longer than they wanted in order to
allow their British allies, who had accelerated their withdrawal timeline, to continue
evacuating their personnel, based at the nearby Baron Hotel,” Politico reported,
citing classified notes from a meeting of senior Defense Department officials.
The following day, Ukrainian forces moved through Kabul to find the group of
stranded translators — which included not only Haqmal but another translator who
assisted Globe and Mail journalists for 10 years.
“The convoy entered [the airport] because the Ukrainians came out,” Mohammed
Sharif Sharaf, the Globe and Mail fixer, told the outlet.
"We just sent them the plate numbers of our vehicles, … and they came to the local
bazaar to find us. They said ‘Ukraine?’ we said, ‘Yes!’ and they took us inside.”
That operation could be a feather in the cap of Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky, who is visiting Washington to meet Biden this week.
“Our military, intelligence and diplomats have done a brilliant job,”
Zelensky tweeted.
“Ukraine does not leave its citizens in trouble in difficult times and helps others!” It
certainly won them some new Afghan friends.
“The Ukrainian soldiers were angels for us,” Haqmal said. “They did an exceptional
job. They have big hearts.”

Family of soldier killed in Kabul describes meeting with Biden: ‘Not an ounce of
sympathy in his face’

Afghan refugees flee to Pakistan border, overwhelming resources
Asher Notheis - Examiner
With U.S. evacuation efforts completed, thousands of Afghan refugees are gathering
at the Pakistan border in an attempt to escape the Taliban, overwhelming local
resources.
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The influx has created tension at the border with Pakistan, which is discouraging the
movement because the nation already holds some 1.4 million Afghan refugees, and
two Pakistani soldiers were killed along the border on Sunday, the first such attack
since the Taliban's Aug. 15 takeover of Kabul, according to Reuters.
The army told the outlet it retaliated and killed two or three attackers, condemning
"the use of Afghan soil by terrorists for activities against Pakistan and expects that
existing and future set-up in Afghanistan will not allow such activities against
Pakistan."
The claim of attackers killed in retaliatory fire was not verifiable due to restrictions
prohibiting journalists from accessing the Afghan border, the report continued.
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, a Taliban-affiliated group that claimed responsibility for
the attack on the soldiers, denied having suffered any losses.
Despite the violent conditions, many refugees, fearing the Taliban's oppression of
women and targeting of Shiite Muslims, say the journey is necessary.
"We fear the Taliban will resume their acts of terrorism again," an unidentified Shiite
Muslim woman who crossed the Chaman Spin Boldak border told BBC. "They will

conduct raids on our houses. They are already looking for government officials. We
feel that bombings may start any day."
The fear of displacement has led many human rights organizations to call on nations
to accept refugees, despite fears of straining resources. "The responsibility of the
international community doesn’t end with the complete withdrawal of US & NATO
forces from Afghanistan.
There are still thousands of Afghans who remain at risk of reprisal from the Taliban,"
Amnesty International wrote on Tuesday, later calling on the United Nations Security
Council to "ensure protection for all Afghan refugees who managed to get out of the
country and provide them support for pathways to protection, such as resettlement
and community sponsorship."
The U.S. military and coalition forces evacuated more than `120,000 foreign
nationals and at-risk Afghans over the last couple of weeks, but hundreds of U.S.
citizens reportedly remain behind, with some Republican lawmakers calling the
stranded, "Taliban hostages."
“Stop calling them American citizens ‘stuck’ or ‘stranded’ in Afghanistan, and call
them what they are, which is Taliban hostages,” Rep. Mike Waltz, a Florida
Republican and Army veteran who deployed in Afghanistan, told the Washington
Examiner.
“We’ve just handed the Taliban a mountain of leverage on a silver platter.”
The White House has praised President Joe Biden's decision to stick to his Tuesday
deadline, despite bipartisan criticism of the chaos engulfing the region.
"If you just take a step back beyond yesterday, the president stands by his decision to
bring our men and women home from Afghanistan ... Nothing has changed in that
regard," White House press secretary Jen Psaki said Tuesday.

UPDATE 1-Canada to take in 5,000 Afghan refugees evacuated by the U.S. minister
Steve Scherer - Reuters
OTTAWA, Aug 31 (Reuters) - Canada said on Tuesday it would take in and resettle
some 5,000 Afghan refugees who had been evacuated by the United States after the
withdrawal of the last American troops from Kabul.
"We know there is more to do with allied evacuation operations ending," Immigration
Minister Marco Mendicino said. "We're pulling out all the stops to help as many
Afghans as possible who want to make their home in Canada."
Canada evacuated some 3,700 Afghans from Kabul who had worked with its armed
forces in the past. Canada withdrew its last soldiers from Afghanistan seven years
ago.

The 5,000 refugees evacuated by the United States will be resettled as part of a
previously announced Canadian plan to take in more than 20,000 vulnerable Afghans
- including women leaders, human rights workers and reporters - to protect them
from Taliban reprisals.
Canada said it hoped to continue to help Afghans who want to resettle as long as the
Taliban allow them to leave.
"Afghans with travel documents to other countries must be allowed to move safely
and freely out of the country without interference," Foreign Minister Marc Garneau
said at a news conference. "Canada and its allies are firm on this point, and we are
united."
Celebratory gunfire resounded across Kabul on Tuesday as the Taliban took control
of the airport following the withdrawal of the last U.S. troops, marking the end of a
20-year war that left the Islamist group stronger than it was in 2001.
Merkel: I would never govern with ex-communist Left party.
Examiner
BERLIN (AP) — Chancellor Angela Merkel said Tuesday that she would never
govern with support from Germany's hard-left opposition Left party, an option that
two of her would-be successors have refused to rule out ahead of the country's
national election in September.

Provided by Associated Press German Chancellor Angela Merkel attends a news
conference with Austria's Chancellor Sebastian Kurz prior to a meeting at the
chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021. (AP Photo/Markus
Schreiber, Pool)

Speaking at a news conference in Berlin, Merkel welcomed positive comments by her
current vice chancellor Olaf Scholz about their current governing coalition. Scholz,
who is also Germany's finance minister, is the center-left Social Democrats' candidate
to succeed Merkel in the Sept. 26 vote. Of late, he has tried to portray himself as her
natural successor, even though he belongs to a different party.
“With me as German chancellor, there would never be a coalition in which the Left
party would participate," said Merkel, who announced in 2018 that she wouldn’t seek
a fifth four-year term. “Whether this (view) is shared by Olaf Scholz remains open.”
“In that regard it's simply there case that there is a huge difference between him and
me when it comes to Germany's future,” she added.
The Left is partly rooted in East Germany’s ruling communist party, dislikes NATO
and opposes German military deployments abroad. Critics accuse it of being too
close to authoritarian countries such as Russia and Venezuela.
Merkel's center-right Union bloc, whose candidate Armin Laschet is struggling to
gain traction with voters according to recent polls, has tried to raise the specter of a
future left-wing coalition government between the Social Democrats, the
environmentalist Greens and the Left.
Both the Social Democrats and the Greens have expressed reservations about the
Left's foreign policy, but haven't categorically ruled out a coalition at the national
level. Similar so-called “red-red-green” alliances govern the German states of Berlin,
Bremen and Thuringia.

