The latest News Around Us in Aug_16
Unprecedented Dishonor: UK Holds Biden in Contempt for 'Shameful' and
'Catastrophic' Afghanistan Withdrawal
Michael Austin - The Western Journal

President Biden’s mishandling of the Afghanistan withdrawal may yet prove to be the
defining stretch of his administration.
The Taliban’s swift takeover of the country — which the president, only weeks
prior, came just short of guaranteeing would not happen so quickly — has left
between 10,000 and 15,000 American citizens forsaken within the borders of a
country now controlled by terrorists.
The U.S. isn’t the only nation with a presence in Afghanistan, however. Abandoning
the country with such haste has also left thousands of foreign citizens from our friends
and allies at risk as well.

The U.K. Daily Mail reported on Wednesday that “the UK faces a desperate race to
evacuate 6,000 Britons and eligible Afghans amid scenes of stampeding crowds and
Islamist fanatics.”

Because of this, on Wednesday, the British Houses of Parliament decided to hold
Biden’s handling of the situation in contempt, with lawmakers condemning his
withdrawal plan as “catastrophic” and “shameful,” according to The Telegraph.

Members of parliament from across the political spectrum were forceful in their
rebuke of Biden.

“The American decision to withdraw was not just a mistake — it was an avoidable
mistake, from President Trump’s flawed deal with the Taliban to President Biden’s
decision to proceed, and to proceed in such a disastrous way,” Liberal Democrat
Leader Sir Ed Davey said.

Other liberal members of parliament, including Labour Leader Sir Keir Starmer and
Labour MPs Chris Bryant and Khalid Mahmood, denounced the president as well.

“The Biden government have just come in and, without looking at what is happening
on the ground, have taken a unilateral decision, throwing us and everybody else to the
fire,” Mahmood said.

Many of these MPs took specific offense to Biden’s criticism of Afghan soldiers and
the Afghan army.

The Tory chairman of the foreign affairs committee, Tom Tugendhat, spent some time
fighting alongside those soldiers, so he didn’t mince any words when addressing the
president’s “shameful” comments.

“To see their commander in chief call into question the courage of men I fought with,
to claim that they ran, is shameful,” he said, with The Telegraph noting that several
MPs murmured in approval.
Conservative leaders also joined in on the condemnation.
Lord Howard, a former Tory leader, described Biden’s withdrawal as “a catastrophic
mistake which may well prove to be the defining legacy of his presidency.”

Howard is on the money with that remark.
The many shocking pictures and videos that came out following the Taliban’s
takeover of Afghanistan won’t soon be forgotten.

These images will follow Joe Biden for the rest of his life.

Situation Deteriorating at Kabul Airport, Hardened Soldiers Tell Reporter the
Truth
Kipp Jones - The Western Journal

Afghan people sit inside a U.S. military aircraft to leave Afghanistan, at the military
airport in Kabul on Thursday after Taliban's military takeover of Afghanistan.
(Shakib Rahmani - AFP / Getty Images)
A harrowing report from outside the airport in Kabul shows that the situation in
Afghanistan has gotten so dangerous, tense and time-sensitive that even
battle-hardened troops said they have never seen anything like it.
Stuart Ramsay, reporting for Sky News early Saturday morning, described what he
saw in what is now the second weekend of a dash to get out of Afghanistan for
westerners and Afghan nationals who are hoping to escape from the Taliban.
“Every day the scene outside the British evacuation camp changes, every day it seems
to get worse and this day there is a new sense of desperation,” Ramsay reported.
“Collectively I think the thousands queuing outside in burning temperatures know
that the clock is ticking on how long this airlift will go on for.”

The Sky News veteran reporter admitted that he’s found himself growing emotional
watching people, thousands of them, line up in hopes they will be airlifted out of the
country.
Most of them will remain, he said.
“The narrow road that passes the compound, so often jammed with people right up to
the doors of the entrance, is now blocked by two shipping containers,” Ramsay
reported. “It means that there is at least some breathing space for the soldiers to
attempt to process people — although it’s still chaotic.”
“Beyond the containers and beyond a line of paratroopers standing behind riot
shields, it is quite simply horrendous,” he added.
The situation at the airport gate is now the epicenter of desperation as more and more
people flood to the city’s airport every day.
On one side of the buffer zone between chaos and hope for evacuation are U.S. and
British troops. On the other side are Taliban fighters whose acts of
reported cruelty are widespread.

Everyone else is caught in the middle, Ramsay reported.

Ramsay described the situation as “utterly horrendous,” noting that swelling crowds
have bunched together and several people are believed to have died on Saturday
morning.
Despite President Joe Biden’s decision to downplay the humanitarian crisis in Kabul,
the situation is challenging members of the military who have served in combat for
years, according to Sky News.
Soldiers who spoke to Ramsay said the situation on Saturday was the “worst thing
they have ever seen in their entire careers,” he said.
Sky News reported that Americans, Britons and Canadians are struggling to break
through the line, but some are not finding any success. The situation seems more
perilous for Afghanis who know what fate they face if they remain when the rescue
operation concludes.
British paratroopers and American soldiers are attempting to evacuate people, many
of whom do not have any paperwork to leave the country. But there is no order to the
historic airlift.
Ramsay described the situation as one of “pandemonium.”
Despite endless reports such as these on the ground, the Biden administration has
defended the ongoing crisis in Afghanistan as being one that was unavoidable.
Biden has remained defiant this past week in the face of international criticism and
bipartisan scorn.
George Stephanopoulos with ABC News on Wednesday told Biden of reports of
“pandemonium outside the airport.”

Biden responded, “Oh, there is. But, look — but no one’s being killed right now, God
forgive me if I’m wrong about that, but no one’s being killed right now.”
The president’s strategy with regard to mitigating acts of violence and situations
involving cruelty by the Taliban was to knock on wood during the interview.
Despite his optimism, soldiers on the ground say the situation continues to
deteriorate.

Biden's Chilling Action Sends Clear Signal to Hunted Afghan Partners: You Are
on Your Own
C. Douglas Golden - The western Journal

President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the U.S. military’s ongoing evacuation
efforts in Afghanistan, while flanked by Vice President Kamala Harris, left, and
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, in the East Room of the White House on
Friday in Washington, D.C. (Anna Moneymaker / Getty Images)
On Friday, President Joe Biden gave a media briefing on the fall of Afghanistan in
which he came across as a man who knew so little, he hadn’t watched the evening
news or was willing to bet you hadn’t seen it.
He said he had “seen no question of our credibility from our allies around the world,”
according to a Rev.com transcript of the briefing. False, on several counts.
He said Americans were having no issues getting “through to the airport” in Kabul:
“We’ve made an agreement with the Taliban thus far, they’ve allowed them to go
through.”
The Washington Post’s Aaron Blake called this “one of [Biden’s] most puzzling
moments” since the fall of Afghanistan and noted Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin,
in a briefing later in the day, acknowledged the Taliban was beating Americans trying
to get through checkpoints.
Finally, there was his answer when asked what hunted Afghan allies of the United
States should do in order to get out of the country. Biden’s response was essentially a

recipe for their capture: Try to make it to the airport, but we’re not going to do too
much to help you get there.
Shortly after his remark about Americans having no issue getting through to
the airport in Kabul, Biden was asked a follow-up question by ABC News reporter
Stephanie Ramos about “Abdul, an interpreter who was on the front lines with U.S.
forces in Afghanistan.”
Abdul had been interviewed in July by Martha Raddatz of ABC News. Now, Ramos
said, the outlet had “received a photo of Taliban militants coming to the door of his
home, literally hunting him down.”
“Thankfully, he was able to escape, but he is obviously still in mortal danger,” she
said. “What would be your message to Abdul, his wife, and his three young
daughters?”
“We want you to be able to get to the airport, contact us,” Biden said. “We’ll see
whatever we can do to get you there. We’ve got to get you out. We are committed to
deal with you, your wife, and your child, to get all three of you out of Afghanistan.
That’s the commitment.”
Well, not quite the commitment.
Next up was Meredith Lee of PBS News Hour. “You mentioned just now using every
resource available for evacuations,” she said. “Why haven’t you ordered the military
to expand the security perimeter around the Kabul airport?
“Do you have any plans to do so, giving that will likely require more U.S. troops?
And are you considering rescue operations to recover Americans and Afghan allies
stuck behind Taliban checkpoints?”
“The last answer is yes to the last question,” Biden said. “We’re continuing every
opportunity and every means by which we could get folks to the airport. That’s
number one.”
But again, not quite every opportunity and every means.
“Number two, the reason why we have not gone out and started and set up a
perimeter way outside of the airport in Kabul is that it’s likely to draw an awful lot of
unintended consequences in terms of people who in fact are not part of the Taliban,”
Biden said.
“We’ve been in constant contact with the Taliban leadership on the ground in Kabul,
as well as the Taliban leadership at Dalai. And we’ve been coordinating what we’re
doing.”
So expanding the perimeter around the Kabul airport is going to create “an awful lot
of unintended consequences in terms of people who in fact are not part of the
Taliban?” As in, they get to the airport?
The Taliban 2.0 PR offensive —

“We’re not your dad’s brutal ultra-Islamist insurgency!” — has predictably proved
to be false within a matter of days.
The U.K.’s Guardian on Wednesday reported, “Taliban promises of ‘safe passage’ to
the Kabul airport for Afghans trying to flee the country have been undermined by
reports of women and children being beaten and whipped as they try to pass through
checkpoints set up by the militants.”
U. S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said “there have been instances where
we have received reports of people being turned away or pushed back or even
beaten …
V.
W. We are taking that up in a channel with the Taliban to try to resolve those issues.
And we are concerned about whether that will continue to unfold in the coming
days.”
X.
He added that making sure there are open routes to Hamid Karzai International
Airport represented an “hour-by-hour issue … It’s something we are clear-eyed
about and very focused on holding the Taliban accountable to follow through on its
commitment.”
How? They won’t expand the perimeter around the airport. Their accountability plan
for the Taliban seems to be to issue the terrorists a stern warning whenever those
seeking “safe passage” are beaten and turned back.
Politico’s Andrew Desiderio, reporting on Austin and Pentagon press secretary John
Kirby contradicting Biden on his remarks about the Taliban offering safe passage
almost as soon as the president spoke them, made it clear their immediate reaction
was to express extreme displeasure:

The problem is that America’s secretary of defense telling the Taliban its treatment of
those trying to reach the Kabul airport is “unacceptable” not a thing more.
America has given the country over to the wolves and let it happen over the space of a
week. How are our allies, either in the country or outside of it, supposed to take
anything we say about Afghanistan seriously ever again?
Biden will help our allies get to the airport … somehow. It won’t be by extending the
perimeter. We can’t send in rescue crews for every one of them. But the president
assures us all he’s “continuing every opportunity and every means by which we could
get folks to the airport.”
In the meantime, according to a report from Euronews, The Associated Press and
AFP, the Taliban has been “intensifying a search for people who worked with US and
NATO forces, a confidential United Nations document says, despite the militants
vowing no revenge against opponents.”
The insurgents reportedly have “priority lists” of Afghan allies of the United States
they want to arrest — and presumably not for desultory questioning. This is, for men
like Abdul, a matter of life or death. We all know this, because we watch the news —
something Biden apparently can’t bring himself to do.
The words coming out of Joe Biden’s mouth when it comes to people like Abdul are
these: “We’ll see whatever we can do to get you there. We’ve got to get you out.” The
policies he’s enumerating, however, implicitly say this: “You’re on your own.”

Photos: Anonymous Billboard Advertiser Trolls Biden for Afghanistan Failure,
Stranding of Americans
Isa Cox - The Western Journal

This week, a billboard in Wilmington, North Carolina, went viral after displaying
images that brutally mocked President Joe Biden and his horrifically bad
management of the Afghanistan crisis.
Two spots on the rotating billboard featured memes, one of which showed Biden
happily eating an ice cream cone as a Chinook helicopter airlifted American
personnel from the Kabul embassy in the background.
The other showed our commander-in-chief peeking through blinds, indicating he is
hiding from what is now easily the lowest of the low points of his presidency so far.
Local news outlet WECT-TV confirmed that the billboards were not hacked but paid
for by an undisclosed buyer.

WECT hilariously reported, “What the two images are trying to convey is not clear.”
In reality, it doesn’t take any kind of analytical genius to see that the message was as
clear as crystal: Biden is a joke, and he has been twiddling his thumbs and hiding
from his failure as Kabul descends into chaos with thousands of Americans still stuck
there.
Photos of the billboard spots quickly went viral and conservative Twitter was
absolutely delighted:
The billboard is located on the corner of Market Street and Eastwood Road, a busy
intersection through which over 65,000 vehicles pass each day, according to Biz Pac
Review, which makes it the second busiest in the city.

BPR noted that although former President Donald Trump won New Hanover County,
where Wilmington is located, by over 4,000 votes in 2016, Biden won it in 2020 by
just 2,400 votes. Wilmington has a population of nearly 120,200.
Tedder Outdoor Media, which owns the billboard, confirmed to WECT that the spots
were purchased but declined to provide details as to who paid for them, citing privacy
concerns. The company has sold spots to groups from both sides of the political
spectrum, including radical animal rights group PETA.
Owner Donald Tedder told the outlet that he would have displayed boards that
praised the president and that this was simply another business transaction for him.
Fair enough!
The Biden-bashing images first appeared as POTUS was conducting what would turn
out to be ill-fated damage control before the American public.
Originally on vacation when Kabul fell, the president had promised that prior to
Sunday’s siege of the Afghan capital, we would not see helicopters airlifting
personnel from the U.S. embassy as we did when Saigon fell — when that is exactly
what ended up happening, with eerie similarity to 1975’s disaster.
Story continues below
He watched the scramble to evacuate Americans from Taliban-overridden Kabul
from Camp David on Sunday, before returning to Washington, D.C., on Monday to
tell the public that while “the buck” stopped with him, what happened was also
totally the fault of the Afghan military and also Trump (because of course it was).
Then, later in the week, he angrily refuted questions about desperate Afghans clinging
to and falling off military planes that had taken off from the Kabul airport
by saying “that was four days — five days ago!”
It had been two days, as it happened, but his response was as clueless as it was
callous regardless of when the heartbreaking scene took place.
On Friday, things didn’t get any better as Biden once again addressed the nation,
which he told that Americans were not having any problem getting to the airport and
that his administration was in “constant contact” with the Taliban terrorists who are
now calling the shots, as though they were ally forces working toward the same end.
Comments from his own Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and multiple reporters
staunchly refuted this bald-faced lie, pointing to multiple instances of Americans
being beaten by Taliban fighters when they tried to access the airport.
Meanwhile, European forces are swiftly and tactfully entering Taliban-controlled
zones to retrieve their personnel — something that the U.S. military is beyond capable
of doing, and yet for some reason, the Biden administration continues to insist cannot
easily be done.

I’m not really sure why anyone would be confused about the message behind this
billboard.
Since entering office, Biden has done nothing but wander around cluelessly, read off
pre-prepared comments, worry about getting in trouble with his own staffers and
spout off whatever nonsense comes into his head when confronted with the media.
The same media, which was more than happy to fawn over his consumption of ice
cream a few short months ago, hasn’t even been able to hold back this time around.
The American people are angry, the Afghanistan crisis is a mess that will forever
blacken Biden’s name and our country has no leader.
Senator Calls for Biden Impeachment 'If We Leave One American Behind' in
Afghanistan
Jesse Stiller- Fox News
A Republican senator is calling for President Joe Biden to be impeached if American
citizens are left behind in Afghanistan as the U.S. attempts to evacuate citizens from
the region.
South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham appeared on “Fox & Friends” on Friday
morning to issue a stern warning to Biden in the hopes the president steps the
evacuation process up, Fox News reported.
The senator’s warning comes as the Biden administration told Americans in the
country that the government “cannot guarantee” their safety if they choose to
evacuate via Kabul’s airport.
“The French and the British are willing to send their forces inside of Afghanistan to
extract the people who helped them and their citizens,” Graham said during the
interview.

“We’re duty-bound to get every American citizen out. We’re honor-bound to get those
Afghans who fought along our side out.”

The veteran senator then sternly issued his message to the president, simply beginning
with the phrase, “Here’s what I would say.”

“If we leave any Americans behind — if we leave thousands of those Afghans who
fought along our side behind bravely — Joe Biden deserves to be impeached for a
higher crime and misdemeanor of dereliction of duty,” Graham said.
The senator reiterated his warning, the second time specifically stating that the
president “committed a high crime and misdemeanor” and should be impeached.
Graham is not the first person in the legislative branch this month to call for the
impeachment of Joe Biden due to the Afghanistan withdrawal.
Earlier in August, Republican Georgia Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene announced that
she would be drafting articles of impeachment against the president, according
to Newsweek, although she did not specifically say what the articles would charge
him with.
“I have my team right now working on articles of impeachment,” Greene told the
podcast “War Room Pandemic,” according to Newsweek. “Because I’m so disgusted
with Joe Biden. You know I’ve already filed one set of articles of impeachment. But
his failure as a president is unspeakable.”
Others, including Republican Florida Sen. Rick Scott and Republican New York Rep.
Claudia Tenney, have openly discussed using the 25th amendment or taking action to
remove the president, according to The U.S. Sun.

Several lawmakers have expressed anger, and have promised that the president would
not “get away” with the chaotic pullout from Afghanistan, with Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell calling the issue a “shameful failure” of leadership.
Republican Texas Rep. Dan Crenshaw called on the president to “do something” in a
tweet, offering some suggestions on how the country can speed up the evacuation
process.
Biden’s approval rating has dipped sharply following the pullout of troops, with poll
aggregate FiveThirtyEight showing the president’s approval rating below 50 percent
for the first time, while RealClearPolitics showing an average approval rating at 48.6
percent as of Friday morning.
Congressional Democrats have also scheduled hearings to investigate and better
understand the handling of the withdrawal from the country, which will include
testimony from Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin.
In Afghanistan, reports suggest that Taliban soldiers are beginning to execute
citizens that may have connections to the United States, with a retired Marine
sergeant saying that he had witnessed retribution killings near the airport.
Taliban soldiers have also reportedly fired on Afghan citizens that were participating
in demonstrations to celebrate the country’s liberation from Britain over 100 years
ago. Several were reportedly killed in the city of Asadabad.
Officials with the Taliban are reportedly planning to implement Sharia Law and wipe
out the remnants of the Democratic system “because it does not have any base in
[their] country.”

