The latest News Around Us in Aug_10
The Taliban Are Back. Now Will They Restrain or Support Al Qaeda?
Steven Erlanger - The New York Times
BRUSSELS — The United States and NATO invaded Afghanistan 20 years ago in
response to the terrorist attacks of 9/11 by Al Qaeda, harbored by the Taliban.

Jim Huylebroek for The New York Times Taliban members in Kabul on Sunday. The
group’s victory is likely to embolden Islamist radicals worldwide, one analyst said.
Now that the Taliban are back in power, there are already worries that Afghanistan
will again become a breeding ground for Islamist radicalism and terrorism, aided by
new technologies and social media.
These are early days and experts disagree on how the Taliban may choose to govern
and on how big a threat they might become, or how quickly.
But there is little doubt that the Taliban victory is a huge propaganda boost for
Islamist terrorism worldwide. Some predict that after 20 years, the Taliban have
learned some lessons and are unlikely to repeat their support for groups like Al
Qaeda and the Islamic State, knowing the consequences.
Others, especially in Washington, believe that the Taliban is almost certain to repeat
its encouragement of Islamist terrorist groups and think that the chances of another
attack on the United States and its allies are much higher now.

Stephen Crowley/The New York Times An American B-52 bomber above Tora Bora in
eastern Afghanistan in December 2001.
Nathan Sales, former American coordinator for counterterrorism and a senior fellow
at the Atlantic Council, argues that “the terrorism risk to the United States is going to
get dramatically worse.” With the Taliban back in power, he said, “it is virtually
certain that Al Qaeda will reestablish a safe haven in Afghanistan and use it to plot
terrorism against the United States and others.’’
Other experts are less sure. “We went into Afghanistan to address the terrorist threat,
and it will be a critical measure of whether what we have is just a bad situation or a
truly awful one,” said John Sawers, former head of Britain’s foreign intelligence
service, known as MI6. “To have a friend of terrorists, which Taliban have been,
running a whole country is not a good thing.”
But the Taliban will have “learned some lessons in the last 20 years,” said Mr.
Sawers, executive chairman of Newbridge Advisory, a risk-analysis firm. “The
question is always how much control the leadership negotiating in Doha has over the
fighters, since traditionally in civil wars those on the battlefield have more power
than those who sit in five-star hotels,” referring to the Taliban leaders who
have conducted diplomacy from Qatar.

Jim Huylebroek for The New York Times Taliban members in 2020 in Laghman
Province, Afghanistan.
Islamist radicals all over the world will get “a much-needed boost” from the
Taliban’s victory over the Great Satan, the United States, said Peter Neumann,
professor of security studies at King’s College London.
“The supporters of Al Qaeda are all celebrating this,” he said. “It’s a victory over
America, which is what they hope to achieve — these fighters coming down from the
mountains to defeat the United States. A lot of groups will piggyback on this victory in
propaganda terms — if the Taliban can do it, you can do it.”
On social media and in chat rooms, “You can already see this wind of success
blowing through the sails of the global jihadist movement,” said Raffaello Pantucci, a
terrorism analyst at the Royal United Services Institute, a defense research body, and
at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore.

Jim Huylebroek for The New York Times A crater left by a car bomb attack, for which
the Taliban claimed responsibility, in Kabul, in September 2019.

“They see victory in Afghanistan as the apex of a number of successes in the world, in
parts of Africa, in parts of Syria, with the French pulling out of Mali — it’s a
narrative of success,” he said. “They will push it and argue that you can fight for 20
years and get power.”
So a more immediate risk will be the encouragement of “lone actors” to commit local
acts of terrorism, one of the main goals of the social media campaign, Mr. Neumann
said.
But he believes that the likelihood that the Taliban will quickly provide a safe haven
for groups like Al Qaeda and Islamic State is small. The Taliban are in power again
without the help of Al Qaeda, and they have understood that they lost their
government and their country in 2001 because of Al Qaeda, Mr. Neumann said.
The United States might intervene again, “not to protect human and women’s rights,
but if the Taliban allowed international terrorism to flourish,” he said.

Ishtiaq Mahsud/Associated Press Pakistani Taliban fighters in the tribal region of
South Waziristan in 2012.
The Taliban will have to deal with remnants of Al Qaeda and Islamic State already
present in Afghanistan, Mr. Sawers said. “They won’t move against them, but they
don’t want to attract international hostility again.”
Their first priority, he said, will be to consolidate control over a fragmented
Afghanistan, including “some kind of understanding” with minorities like the Uzbeks
and Shia Muslims like the Hazaras and Ismailis. “The Talib have won this great
victory and won’t want to mess it up now,” he said.
Others, like Mr. Sales, the former U.S. coordinator for counterterrorism, are sure that
the Taliban will allow Al Qaeda to operate again against the United States.
He notes that American intelligence capabilities in Afghanistan will be degraded with
no military or diplomatic presence on the ground and with American troops and
drones based hundreds of miles away.

The Taliban have always refused to break with “their stalwart ally, Al Qaeda,” even
though they promised to do so in the February 2020 agreement with the Trump
administration, Mr. Sales said. He expects Al Qaeda, flush with new money and
recruits, to reestablish itself in Afghanistan in the next three to six months.
In June, Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III and Gen. Mark A. Milley, the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, were asked by senators about the chances that groups like
Al Qaeda and the Islamic State could re-emerge in Afghanistan and pose a threat to
the U.S. homeland within two years of the American military withdrawal.
“I would assess it as medium,” Mr. Austin replied then. “I would also say, senator,
that it would take possibly two years for them to develop that capability.”
On Sunday, General Milley told senators on a briefing call that U.S. officials were
rapidly revising those earlier assessments, The Associated Press reported. Officials
now believe that such groups could grow considerably faster and are working on a
new timeline, he told the senators.
Barry Pavel, director of the Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security, argued that
“a Taliban-led Afghanistan that provides tech-savvy global terrorists safe haven to
remotely recruit new followers and conduct operations in the U.S. and elsewhere is a
different level of security threat.”
But Afghanistan’s neighbors have more pressing concerns, Mr. Pantucci noted.
Pakistan, which has supported the Taliban and its combination of the Quran and the
Kalashnikov against Indian influence, has already seen a resurgent Pakistani Taliban
encouraged by the success next door. The Pakistani Taliban have loose relations with
the Afghan group, but they are committed to overthrowing the Pakistani state and
have had havens along the border.
Pakistan can put pressure on the Afghan Taliban to rein them in, “but the dilemma is
how much they will actually control the territory,” Mr. Pantucci said. “The narrative
of victory and success resonates in Pakistan, and Pakistanis themselves sometimes
overestimate how much they control these various groups.”
Iran is concerned with new movements of refugees, the continual flow of opium across
the border, which has been a source of cash for the Taliban, and anti-Iran groups like
the Baluchis that can use Afghanistan to attack Iran.
Central Asians, too, will worry about instability and cross-border attacks from
Islamist militants stemming from Afghanistan. In 1999 and 2000, under the last
Taliban government, there were serious incursions into southern Kyrgyzstan and
support for the civil war in Tajikistan; in 1999, there were six bombs set off in
Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan.
China, too, has had terrorist incidents in Xinjiang. While the connection to
Afghanistan is not clear, Uyghur extremists have operated from there across the
narrow border with China. China is trying now to find some accommodation with the
Taliban.

China warned against instability arising from a rapid American withdrawal from
Afghanistan, but like Russia and most of the neighbors, is likely to recognize the new
Taliban government. Late last month, Chinese officials met with a Taliban delegation
including Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, a co-founder of the Taliban who spent years
in Pakistani jails.
“So all these countries have a history and will worry that it will repeat itself,” Mr.
Pantucci said. Given those concerns, Mr. Sales hopes that these countries will
collaborate quietly with the United States to ensure that Al Qaeda is constrained.

SAS join mercy mission to rescue 6,000 from Kabul
Mark Nicol (Defence Editor) - The Daily Mail
Britain is sending an additional 300 Special Forces troops and officials to Kabul in a
frantic bid to rescue 6,000 UK citizens and eligible Afghans, the Daily Mail has
learned.
The elite troops will provide close protection for Home Office staff sent there to sift
through applications from individuals seeking sanctuary in the UK. Those approved
will then be flown here on RAF aircraft over the next fortnight – following secret
negotiations with Taliban officials in Qatar.
The reinforcements will take the British contingent to 900 following the arrival of 600
paratroopers and supporting soldiers from 16 Air Assault Brigade. The Mail also
learned last night that troops from 3rd Battalion the Parachute Regiment (3 Para)
have been put on standby for immediate transfer to Afghanistan.
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According to senior UK defence sources the US is also increasing its presence in
Kabul to 7,000, with additional marines and 82nd Airborne troops expected to arrive
today.
US and UK forces were last night forming a protective cordon around the military
airfield at Hamid Karzai International Airport.
The US is controlling the airspace around the airport and blocked commercial flights
into Kabul yesterday over security fears and so that the military airlift can take
precedence.
According to the source the troops are expected to ‘push out’ from the airfield to
occupy the ground beneath the flight paths –thereby reducing the threat to US and
UK military aircraft from surface to air missiles. As many as 1,000 UK citizens and
eligible Afghans will then be flown out every day as part of the RAF’s Dunkirk-style
evacuation mission.
For security reasons the Mail cannot report how many aircraft are involved but the
operation involves C-17, A400M, Voyager and C-130 transporters. These aircraft
have been re-tasked from other duties around the world. Additional aircraft will be
chartered if necessary.
According to the source the so-called ‘lifting and shifting’ of accredited persons is the
easy part of the mission – the hard part is processing applicants and ensuring they
can reach the airport safely.
The source said: ‘There will be more seats than bums once the operation is up and
running. We can lift and shift at least 1,000 persons-a-day, almost certainly more
than that.
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‘While an agreement has been struck with the Taliban that we will not interfere with
their takeover of Afghanistan and in return they will not threaten our evacuation
mission, we have no control over who has access to the airport.
‘The potentially most limiting factors are those beyond our control; in particular
Taliban measures to stop those entitled to leave the country actually doing so.
‘We are receiving reports about the Taliban mounting checkpoints and going door to
door in search of eligible Afghans. We also have to prove people are who they claim
to be and that they are security-cleared to fly on a RAF aircraft. That is a painstaking
process.’
The mercy mission, codenamed Operation Pitting, was set up following talks between
US commanders and Taliban representatives. Leaders of the militant group have been
told they will face reprisals should they breach their side of the agreement

Biden’s 19-minute Afghan speech cost taxpayers $30,000
Paul Bedard - Washington Examiner
President Joe Biden’s brief visit to the White House yesterday to deliver a speech
blaming Afghan officials for the fall of their nation to the Taliban cost taxpayers at
least $30,000.
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The main added cost came from Marine One’s rushed round-trip from Camp David,
where the president has been vacationing since last weekend.
Biden was not expected to fly to the White House, but the building disaster prompted
his team into crisis mode, and he had to hustle back to deliver a 19-minute, nationally
broadcast speech to reporters who were not allowed to ask questions.

The most recently produced Navy and Marine Corps budget documents showed that
the hourly cost of flying Marine One, in this case, a VH-3D Sea King, is $28,524. The
flight from Camp David to Fort Lesley J. McNair and back lasted at least an hour.

That charge, as noted in stories about former President Donald Trump’s Marine One
usage, does not include the costs of getting Biden to and from the landing site.
The costs include fuel and maintenance but not personnel, according to a Rand study
on the issue.

CNN Launches Scathing Attack of Joe Biden Over Afghanistan Speech: 'Hollow
Words'
Khaleda Rahman - Newsweek
CNN's Clarissa Ward said President Joe Biden's remarks would sound "hollow" to
Afghans desperate to flee their homeland after Afghanistan fell to the Taliban.

Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty Images US President Joe Biden speaks about the
Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan from the East Room of the White House August 16,
2021, in Washington, DC.
In a speech to the American people on Monday, Biden said the unfolding
chaos—including people falling to their deaths after clinging to U.S. military
planes in Kabul—was "gut-wrenching."
The president conceded that the events of the past week "did unfold more quickly than
we had anticipated," but said he stood "squarely" behind his decision to withdraw
U.S. troops and end America's longest war.
Biden also maintained that the U.S. would continue to support the Afghan people.
"We will lead with our diplomacy, our international influence, and our humanitarian
aid," he said. "We'll continue to push for regional diplomacy and engagement to
prevent violence and instability. We'll continue to speak out for the basic rights of the
Afghan people—of women and girls—just as we speak out all over the world."
Following the president's speech, CNN anchor Jake Tapper said Biden had been
"forced to talk about the worsening crisis in Afghanistan, forced to speak to the
nation after the calamity of the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan."
Tapper also noted on his show that Biden had deflected much of the blame for the
Taliban's swift takeover to Afghans. "The president said that the buck stopped with
him, but, in fact, the speech was full of finger-pointing and blame, especially for the
Afghans," Tapper said.
The anchor then asked Ward, CNN's Chief International Correspondent who has been
reporting from Kabul in recent days, how she thought Afghans would view it.
"I think to Afghans, a lot of this will sound like hollow words, Jake," Ward responded.
She said there would be "a lot of frustration" with Biden's speech because it didn't get
to the core issue for Afghans.

Their grievance, she explained, was not about whether or not the U.S. should
withdraw from Afghanistan, but the "catastrophic manner of this withdrawal."
"Plenty of Afghans understand that it's Afghanistan's duty to defend itself, that the U.S.
couldn't fight this war for more decades. They understand that," she said.
"Their issue, their grievance is with... the catastrophic manner of this withdrawal.
And there was very little there in terms of stepping up to the plate, assuming
responsibility or even, dare I suggest it, issuing some kind of an apology to the
Afghan people."
Ward added that she believes there will also be "some frustration or disappointment"
about Biden's promises to continue advocating for the rights of Afghan people.
"Speaking out, unfortunately realistically is going to be very limited in terms of the
effects it is going to have here on the ground in Taliban-ruled Afghanistan," she said.
"He talked also about rallying the world to join in with the U.S."
Ward also noted that while the U.S. Embassy had been shut, Russia and China's
embassies are still open.
Those countries are "still engaged," Ward said. "And the fact that we heard the State
Department less than a week ago saying the embassy's not closing guys and the
message is one of enduring partnership. Those words sound hollow.
"And because those words sound hollow, the words we heard from the president, I
believe to many Afghans, will also sound hollow, Jake."

Haiti’s 7.2 earthquake rippled across the US, but it took about 3 minutes to get here
Mark Price - The Charlotte Observer
The 7.2-magnitude earthquake that struck Haiti on Saturday and killed nearly 1,500
people was strong enough to be recorded by seismic stations across North America.
Among the first to report detecting the ripples was the Geological Survey of Alabama.
“The seismic waves took a little over 3 minutes to reach Alabama,” the survey posted
on Facebook. That’s a distance of about 1,300 miles.
The slight vibrations lasted nearly 50 minutes and were recorded as far west as
Alaska, according to a vibration map shared by the Incorporated Research
Institutions for Seismology (IRIS).
The trembling was not perceptible to humans, but the data underscore the impact
large earthquakes have far from their epicenter.

“Waves generated by an earthquake travel around and through the earth, but they get
smaller (attenuate) as they move away from the earthquake location, just like ripples
in a pond,” IRIS said in an Aug. 14 Facebook post.
“Once the earthquake waves are far enough away from the location where the
earthquake occurred they can no longer be felt by people, BUT they can still be
detected by sensitive seismic instruments.”
That 8.2-magnitude earthquake reported off Alaska last month was also powerful
enough to be recorded across the country, according to seismologists.
Subtle “waves” from that quake rolled “across seismic stations in North America”
for more than 30 minutes, IRIS said.
The Alaska quake also had an impact on groundwater levels thousands of miles away
— in Anderson County, South Carolina, the U.S. Geological Survey reported.
Changes in groundwater levels after strong quakes are typically “several feet or
less,” and can result in wells overflowing or going completely dry, the USGS reports.
“Recovery to the pre-earthquake water level can be nearly instantaneous, or it may
take as long as days or months, or may not recover at all,” the USGS says.

China Sends Warplanes Near Taiwan During Suspected Weapons Tests Around
Island
John Feng - Newsweek
The Chinese military conducted combined exercises around southern Taiwan in what
it said was a direct response to "collusion and provocation" by Washington and
Taipei, a People's Liberation Army spokesperson said on Tuesday.

Patrick Aventurier/Getty Images An American-made F-16V of the Taiwan Air Force
takes off from a highway during an anti-invasion drill in Changhua, Taiwan, on May
28, 2019.
Shi Yi, a spokesperson for the PLA's Eastern Theater Command, said Chinese forces
took part in "live-fire assault" drills, among other training activities, in the seas and
skies off southwest and southeast Taiwan.
Warships, anti-submarine aircraft and fighter jets were deployed together, according
to Shi, who said the exercise evaluated the command's ability to conduct joint
operations.
"Recently, frequent collusion and provocation by the U.S. and Taiwan have ...
seriously violated China's sovereignty and undermined peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait," Shi said.
"The exercise was a necessary action in light of the current security situation in the
Taiwan Strait and the need to safeguard national sovereignty," he added. "It was a
solemn response to interference by foreign forces and provocations by 'Taiwan
independence' forces," Shi said.
Taiwan's Defense Ministry said it had detected 11 Chinese military aircraft in the
island's air defense identification zone. A so-called ADIZ is a widely used airspace
classification that is not regulated by international law.
Among the PLA warplanes to cross the southwest corner of the ADIZ—in the 132nd
day of violations this year—were six J-16 fighter aircraft, two nuclear-capable H-6K
heavy bombers and three support aircraft.
No military aircraft were reported in the ADIZ southeast of Taiwan.
The large-scale intrusion coincided with separate weapons tests scheduled to take
place off the southwestern and southeastern coasts of Taiwan on Tuesday.
The former, announced by Taiwan's navy, was planned for 4.5 hours each on August
17 and 18, with the target area "no-go zone" marked for a maximum height of 29,000
feet—likely a missile test.
The second test was the last of four 90-minute sessions announced by the National
Chung-Shan Institute of Science and Technology, Taiwan's state-owned weapons
developer, between August 12, 13, 16 and 17.

diagram: This illustration published by Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense shows
the flight paths of 11 Chinese warplanes that crossed into Taiwan's air defense
identification zone on August 17, 2021. Taiwan Ministry of National Defense
Reached by Newsweek on Tuesday, Taiwan's Defense Ministry spokesperson Shih
Shun-wen offered no comment as to whether PLA warplanes conducted overflight
operations above the designated target area.
Taiwan's armed forces are ready to respond "in every respect" to activity in the seas
and skies around the island, Shih said.
The PLA's Eastern Theater Command oversees the 71st to 73rd Group Armies—the
Chinese military's so-called "Taiwan invasion force."
Its statement did not specify which recent engagements between Taipei and
Washington had irked Beijing.
Last week, representatives from both countries held their inaugural meeting as part of
the newly agreed U.S.-Taiwan Coast Guard Working Group.
On August 5, the Biden administration formally notified Congress of its intention
to sell 40 M109A6 "Paladin" self-propelled howitzers to Taipei in a deal worth $750
million.

Fred Lee/Getty Images File photo: A formation of J-20 fighter aircraft belonging to
the People’s Liberation Army Air Force fly overfly Beijing, China, during
celebrations marking the 100th anniversary of the Communist Party on July 1, 2021.

China Warplane Fleet Enters Taiwan's Air Defense Zone After Two-Month Lull
JOHN FENG - NEWSWEEK
China Warplanes Swarm Around Taiwan After G7, NATO Talk Up Threat
A fleet of fast-moving warplanes from China buzzed Taiwan's air force radars on
Thursday—the first fighter jet intrusions near the island for two months.
The frequency of Beijing's flights near its democratic neighbor has declined since
spring, when Taiwan's Defense Ministry logged record-breaking figures.
The highest monthly tally was in April, when 107 People's Liberation Army warplanes,
including nuclear-capable heavy bombers, flew into Taiwan's air defense
identification zone (ADIZ). In July, the Chinese military flew only 17 sorties near
Taiwan, none involving fast-moving fighter aircraft.
Taiwan's Republic of China Air Force issued radio warnings to approaching PLA
warplanes beginning at 7:47 a.m. local time on Thursday, according to air traffic
monitors.
Its Ministry of National Defense said it had detected four J-16 strike fighters and
three slow-moving support aircraft throughout the day. Still, it marked only the third
day of PLA incursions in August, thanks to typhoons and tropical storms.
The return of PLA fighter jets to Taiwan's ADIZ comes as Taipei finds itself in the
middle of a diplomatic row between Beijing and Lithuania.

This image, published by Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense on August 12,
illustrates the flight paths of six People's Liberation Army aircraft as they entered the
island's air defense identification zone.
Analysts have noted the Chinese government's tendency to pressure Taiwan militarily
as a way of signaling its displeasure—not only at the Taiwanese government, but at
countries perceived to be developing closer ties with the island that Beijing claims as
one of its provinces.
China recalled its ambassador to Lithuania on Tuesday and demanded the Baltic
state withdraw its envoy from Beijing over the planned opening of a de
facto Taiwanese embassy in Vilnius. A statement by the Chinese Foreign Ministry
said the Lithuanian government had disregarded repeated diplomatic protests against
the move.
Vilnius has defended its decision, which it does not see as a violation of the "one
China" policy. Plans are in motion to establish a reciprocal Lithuanian office in
Taipei later this year, both governments have confirmed.
Before Thursday's minor escalation in Taiwan's self-declared ADIZ—a type of
airspace that is not regulated under international law—Beijing had deployed only
slow-moving electronic warfare or intelligence-gathering aircraft in low single digits
for eight weeks. The last fighter jets of any kind near Taiwan were detected on June
17.
The downward trend has continued since May—likely thanks to the Biden
administration's engagement with Beijing. The only outlier was the record intrusion
of 28 PLA aircraft on June 15, when President Joe Biden toured Europe and rallied
allies to rebuke China for its actions, including its activities in the Taiwan Strait.

File photo: A People's Liberation Army Air Force transport plane delivers medical
workers and supplies to Wuhan, Hubei, on February 17, 2020. TPG/GETTY IMAGES

'Don't Be Delusional,' Taiwan Warns China Amid Afghanistan Comparisons
John Feng - Newsweek
A senior cabinet official in Taiwan warned would-be invaders not to be "delusional"
on Tuesday, in an indirect message to China amid a flurry of speculation about what
the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan could mean for the self-ruled island nation.

SAM YEH/AFP via Getty Images File photo: A Taiwanese soldier waves a flag during
a drill at Hsinchu military base ahead of the Chinese New Year holiday on January
19, 2021.

News outlets and commentators in Beijing have seized on the U.S. withdrawal and the
Afghan government's surrender to the Taliban as evidence suggesting Washington's
security commitments can't be trusted. Similar sentiments have emerged in local
media in Taipei, where the current administration's loyalties are being questioned.
Much of the doubt is being sown by pro-China news organizations, but media
personalities who lean toward the opposition Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) were
equally skeptical about the ruling Democratic Progressive Party's (DPP) commitment
to Taiwan's defense.
Asked whether President Tsai Ing-wen and her cabinet would flee the island in the
event of an imminent attack, Su Tseng-chang, Taiwan's 74-year-old premier, offered a
resolute response.
"When the Chinese Nationalist Party installed authoritarian rule and 38 years of
martial law in Taiwan, we lived through martial law without fear of death or
imprisonment. We opened the door of democracy for Taiwan," he told reporters.
"Today, a powerful country wants to annex Taiwan through the use of force. Likewise,
we fear neither death nor imprisonment. We will safeguard this country and this
land," he added.
Su, who practiced law during the period known locally as the "White Terror," was
critical of those who sought to undermine Taiwan's will to fight. He also appeared to
dismiss suggestions that Taiwan would rely solely on U.S. forces for its defense if
China were to launch an attack—American assistance is not guaranteed.
"Certain people like to talk up the enemy's power while questioning our own resolve,"
he said.
"Furthermore, the real and bloody lessons of Afghanistan show us that internal chaos
renders any external assistance ineffective. Only those who help themselves will be
helped by others," he added.

WAKIL KOHSAR/AFP via Getty Images Afghan people climb atop a plane as they
wait at the airport in Kabul on August 16, 2021, after a stunningly swift end to
Afghanistan's 20-year war, as thousands of people mobbed the city's airport trying to
flee the Taliban's feared hardline brand of Islamist rule.
Su called on the Taiwanese people to have conviction in their country, "and believe
that only by defending this piece of land can we stop others from invading and
annexing it."
"Only by helping ourselves will willing friends have the opportunity and time to help,"
the official said. "That is why since assuming office, President Tsai has placed special
emphasis on Taiwan's relationships with like-minded countries."
Taiwan's neighbors and partners in the European Union have voiced concern about
peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, he said. "Virtue is not alone. It will have
neighbors," Su said, using a Chinese idiom that encourages the upholding of morals
and values.
Su said Taiwan needed to avoid "internal chaos" and refrain from the belief that it
would be "easily swallowed by others."
"To the foreign forces that seek to invade Taiwan, we say this: Don't be delusional,"
he concluded.
Su, who was one of the founding members of the DPP in 1986, belongs to a party that
is often described as "pro-independence."
Today, the phrase has been co-opted to mean independence from the People's
Republic of China, which has never governed the island of Taiwan since Mao Zedong
founded the PRC in 1949.
Maintaining the Status Quo
At its core, however, the Taiwan independence movement seeks freedom from the
Republic of China government—and its affiliated, long-ruling KMT party—which
moved its capital to Taipei following defeat in the Chinese Civil War more than 70
years ago.
Tsai is often wrongly portrayed as being pro-independence, despite being elected
twice on a mandate of maintaining the "status quo." While interpretations of the
status quo may vary, it entails the indefinite postponement of Taiwan's formally
declaring itself a republic under the name "Taiwan."
Her administration has begun long-overdue military reforms, especially to Taiwan's
army reserves, and increased the island's defense budget for the procurement and
production of arms and modern military equipment.
China's military spending is some 15 times larger than Taiwan's—and the gap is only
growing. Beijing considers the island part of its territory and has refused to renounce
the use of force to capture it.

Taiwan Eyes Seat at Joe Biden's Democracy Summit Amid Warnings Out of China
JOHN FENG - NEWSWEEK
Taiwan says it is looking to earn a seat at Joe Biden's Summit for Democracy later
this year, when the president fulfills a two-year-old campaign pledge to rally world
leaders against authoritarianism.
The conference, to be held virtually between December 9 and 10, was announced by
the White House on Wednesday. It will feature leaders from government, civil society
and the private sector, with a second in-person meeting planned for the following
year, a statement said.
Taiwan, hoping to capitalize on historically close ties with Washington, is seeking
meaningful participation in the two-day event. Often described by the Biden
administration as a "vibrant democracy," the island would seem to fit the bill.
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Joanne Ou told Newsweek that the government was
working hard to secure a place at the summit, which the U.S. has billed as a
convention "for democracy" rather than "of democracies"—a distinction that allows a
more diverse group of participants.
Ou said it is ultimately up to the organizer to decide. The State Department has not
announced when formal invitations will be sent out.
While a seat at the table is far from guaranteed, there are signs pointing to Taiwan's
potential inclusion. During a testimony before the House Foreign Relations
Committee in March, Secretary of State Anthony Blinken committed to Taiwan's
participation as well as work on a free trade agreement.
Blinken described Taiwan as a "strong democracy" and "a country that can
contribute to the world."
In February, Taiwan's de facto ambassador in Washington, Hsiao Bi-khim, revealed
that she had expressed her country's desire to play a role at the upcoming summit to
the Biden administration. Hsiao, who was invited to Biden's inauguration, said she
had received "very positive feedback."

President Joe Biden speaks on his Build Back Better economic agenda, in the East
Room of the White House in Washington, DC, on August 11, 2021.ALEX
WONG/GETTY IMAGES
Wednesday's White House statement said the symbolic gathering "will galvanize
commitments and initiatives" in the areas of defending against authoritarianism,
fighting corruption and promoting human rights.
It will bring together world leaders who will can "speak honestly about the challenges
facing democracy so as to collectively strengthen the foundation for democratic
renewal."
Since taking office, Biden has warned that democracy the world over is under assault
from authoritarianism. He has framed this battle of the systems as the defining feature
of international relations today.
Taiwan, which Beijing claims is a wantaway province, often describes itself as being
"on the front line" of China's expanding authoritarianism.
Biden's Summit for Democracy would realize his July 2019 campaign promise to
"invite my fellow democratic leaders to put strengthening democracy back on the
global agenda."
The gathering could lead to a similar rallying of allies witnessed in Europe in June,
when Biden led repeated rebukes of authoritarian governments, especially China.

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen (R) meets newly appointed American Institute in
Taiwan Director Sandra Oudkirk at the Presidential Office in Taipei, Taiwan, on
August 10, 2021.
Watched from Beijing
China's Foreign Ministry has not responded to the prospect of Taiwan's inclusion in
the Summit for Democracy—it is technically on a two-week hiatus. However, state
media personality Hu Xijin, editor of Communist Party newspaper the Global Times,
has hinted at potential repercussion.
There is currently no indication that President Tsai Ing-wen would be the one to
represent Taiwan at the December summit. But if she were invited, Hu said China
would "never allow it."
"To have her take part in the same meeting and share a screen with other heads of
state is to declare war on the one-China principle," Hu wrote in a social media post.
Washington would need to invite a Taiwan business leader, he said, "otherwise this
summit will be a serious escalation of [U.S.] interference in the Taiwan question."
The Taiwan Strait would witness an "unprecedented violent storm," Hu added.

China Recalls Envoy to Lithuania In Spat Over De Facto Taiwan Embassy
Opening
JOHN FENG - NEWSWEEK
China said Tuesday it's recalling its ambassador to Lithuania in an ongoing
diplomatic spat over the planned opening of a de facto Taiwanese embassy in Vilnius.
Taiwan has 23 representative offices in Europe, where the island nation's only formal
diplomatic relationship is with the Holy See. All its missions carry the deliberately
ambiguous language of "Taipei" instead of Taiwan or its formal title, the Republic of
China.

China, which claims the democratically ruled island as a province, appeared to take
issue more with the naming of the de facto embassy rather than its planned opening. A
statement by the Chinese Foreign Ministry said the Lithuanian government
disregarded "repeated representations and articulation of potential consequences."
The decision "severely undermines China's sovereignty and territorial integrity," it
continued. "The Chinese Government expresses its categorical opposition to this
move."
Shen Zhifei, the Chinese envoy to Lithuania, would be recalled as a result, said the
Foreign Ministry, adding that China had demanded Vilnius do the same. However, it
remains unclear whether Lithuania will be obliged to withdraw its top diplomat in
Beijing, Diana Mickeviciene.
Newsweek contacted the Lithuanian Embassy in Beijing for comment but didn't
receive a response before publication.
The Lithuanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement online that it is
"determined to pursue mutually beneficial ties with Taiwan like many other countries
in the European Union and the rest of the world do."
Plans to establish a Taiwanese Representative Office in Vilnius were announced on
July 20 by Taiwan's Foreign Minister Joseph Wu, who said Lithuania also would
open a de facto embassy in Taipei later this year.
"Lithuania is a good partner for Taiwan who shares the same values for freedom and
democracy," he told a virtual briefing at the time. It will be Taiwan's first European
office in nearly two decades, following the 2003 opening of the Taipei Representative
Office in Bratislava.
China's Taiwan Affairs Office described the decision as a "farce."
One China Policy
Ambassador Mickeviciene, who was appointed to the role last December, told AFP at
the time: "The new Taiwanese office in Vilnius does not violate our One China policy,
as it has been demonstrated by the fact that Taiwan has offices in 74 countries in the
world, including in most EU members and some of Lithuania's neighbors."
"Lithuania is interested in expanding cooperation with Taiwan in many areas of
common interest with a particular focus on promoting economic ties and cultural
exchanges," she said.
Despite having missions on every continent, including a dozen in the United States,
Taiwan has only 15 formal diplomatic allies. The recent goodwill cultivated between
Taiwan and a number of Central and Eastern European countries comes at a time
when China is courting the region through its "17+1" investment forum.
Lithuania quit the dialogue on May 22, shortly after its parliament declared China
was committing "genocide" against Uyghurs and other minority ethnic residents in its
northwestern region of Xinjiang.

Lithuania established formal diplomatic ties with China in 1992, two years after it
regained independence from half a century of Soviet occupation. Its office in Beijing
opened in 1995.
There was no indication that plans to establish reciprocal offices in Vilnius and
Taipei had been jeopardized by the ongoing disagreement with Beijing.
Taiwan Foreign Ministry spokesperson Joanne Ou described Lithuania's
determination to safeguard its dignity and freedom as "admirable."
"Taiwan and Lithuania plan to establish reciprocal representative offices with the
main aim of developing mutual interests and cooperation in trade, technology,
education and culture," she told Newsweek.
"Taiwan currently has 110 offices in 72 countries, the majority (57) of which do not
have formal diplomatic ties [with Taiwan]. These offices strengthen bilateral trade,
education and culture; they benefit our two peoples cooperating in various fields and
deepen their exchanges and friendships," Ou said.
Taiwan's future office in Vilnius would serve the same purpose, she added.
This story has been updated with statements by the Lithuanian and Taiwanese
Foreign Ministries.

A file photo of Taiwan's flag on the tower of the Presidential Office in Taipei on
January 13, 2021.

U.S. Firms Retreat from China in Hopes of Stability | Opinion
Gad Allon - Newsweek

Earlier this month, the Associated Press reported that due to shipping snags, U.S.
companies are considering a retreat from China. The article included results from a
recent Kearney survey which found 52 percent of U.S. manufacturing executives have
started buying more supplies in the United States in response to COVID-related
supply disruptions.
In addition, 47 percent said they plan to reduce their reliance on supplies or factories
from a single country and 41 percent specifically indicated they want to become less
dependent on China.

TPG/Getty Images Workers in Shandong, China, manufacturing protective clothing
and medical masks on 28th January, 2020.
Since the Trump administration started toying with the idea of tariffs, we have
witnessed a significant increase in anxiety over our supply chains—especially those
that involve China. The state of U.S. supply chains started to deteriorate in the early
days of the COVID-19 pandemic and things have only become worse since then.
Now, the coronavirus resurgence resulting from the Delta variant and low
vaccination rates are threatening our economic recovery. Many firms have responded
by considering a return to nearshoring, as the Kearney survey results suggest, and
policymakers are once again trying to strike a balance between public health and
maintaining economic recovery.
Years ago, I co-authored a research paper on the Mexico-China sourcing game, the
findings of which are especially relevant today. We examined how firms should
allocate their orders between a near-shore supplier (Mexico) and an offshore supplier
(China).
The paper found that firms' reliance on China depended on many expected factors:
the cost difference, the scale and the cost of holding inventory. However, all of these
have only a second-order effect—their importance diminishes as firms grow. The only

factor that has a first-order impact is volatility. Every increase of volatility, no matter
how slight, either on the demand side or the supply side, immediately reduces the
amount firms can afford to order from China.
Volatility is impactful. If firms like to provide a reasonable service level while also
keeping costs low, they must hedge against uncertainty—which could take the form of
weather-related disruptions like typhoons in China, drought in Taiwan, February's
Texas storms; or a demand surge, such as what we saw during the pandemic; or even
other firms' strategies, as we saw with the semiconductor chip shortage.
The only way to do so while still sourcing from offshore locations is by holding
inventory. But, as volatility increases, so does the amount of inventory needed. So, at
some point, sourcing closer to home starts to make more sense.
Volatility can also come from unexpected government laws and regulations—for
example, government regulations related to COVID and travel. In fact, China has
imposed sweeping new COVID restrictions in response to the Delta variant, a move
that could have global economic implications.
China's approach, however, is an outlier; rather than travel bans and shutdowns,
most Western economies are using vaccination to keep hospitalizations and fatalities
low, while keeping their economies open. For example, the U.S. has worked with
Mexico to vaccinate supply chain workers. This approach allows businesses to plan
their overall orders knowing that, while disruptions may occur, there is an attempt to
create normalcy and keep things running as smoothly as possible.
The last few months have shown that COVID isn't going away anytime soon—we may
have to learn to live with it. Over the next few years, governments must offer stability
in order to allow firms within their borders to thrive. Any policy that is too harsh and
unsustainable, like extended lockdowns or three-week quarantines with no regard for
vaccination status, will decrease stability and add to an already volatile situation.
This is not to suggest that COVID public health measures should be abandoned.
There is no simple cost-benefit analysis when human life is in the balance. But
officials must understand the anxiety that mitigation measures can induce, and work
to create sustainable and stable measures that balance public health concerns with
economic ones. The positive impact of stability is far more significant than any tariff
or regulation.
China is still the biggest exporter to the rest of the world and remains the supply
chain epicenter. It's still the fastest-growing market and its capabilities and proximity
to manufacturers are unmatched by any other country. But as we witness more
volatile demand and supply over the next few years, we will also see a return to
nearshoring. This trend started happening well before COVID, but it seems to only be
accelerating thereafter.
(Gad Allon is the Faculty Director of the Jerome Fisher Program in Management and
Technology at the University of Pennsylvania. The views expressed in this article are
the writer's own.)

Bush watches Afghan pullout with ‘deep sadness’ after warning of ‘unbelievably
bad’ consequences
Todd J. Gillman - The Dallas Morning News
WASHINGTON – George W. Bush, who ordered the 2001 invasion of Afghanistan to
dislodge the Taliban and hunt down al Qaeda terrorists behind the Sept. 11 attacks,
has watched the religious fundamentalists’ abrupt return to power with “deep
sadness.”
The former president who now lives in Dallas warned last month that a U.S.
withdrawal would be a “mistake” with “unbelievably bad” consequences that are
playing out this week as successor Joe Biden pressed ahead with a decision to end the
20-year combat mission – the longest war in American history.
“I’m afraid Afghan women and girls are going to suffer unspeakable harm,” Bush
told German broadcaster Deutsche Welle last month, voicing concern also about the
fate of Afghan interpreters and others who worked with U.S. forces.
“They’re just going to be left behind to be slaughtered by these very brutal people,
and it breaks my heart.”
Amid the chaotic scramble this week to evacuate U.S. personnel and Afghan allies,
Bush refrained from directly criticizing Biden, the fourth president to oversee
Afghanistan operations.
Biden insisted Monday that the United States had long ago accomplished the goals set
out by Bush to degrade the terrorist threat, and had no business engaging in endless
and potentially futile “nation-building.”
“Laura and I have been watching the tragic events unfolding in Afghanistan with
deep sadness,” Bush said in a statement issued hours later. “Our hearts are heavy for
both the Afghan people who have suffered so much and for the Americans and NATO
allies who have sacrificed so much.”
Bush has largely refrained from speaking out since leaving office, making his rare
interview with Deutsche Welle, from a family home in Kennebunkport, Maine, a sign
of unusual dismay compared to this week’s more muted comments.
Congress never declared war in Afghanistan. But one week after hijacked planes
slammed into the World Trade Center, lawmakers authorized Bush to pursue those
responsible through military action.
Operation Enduring Freedom began Oct. 7, 2001.
President Donald Trump, who came to office vowing to end the war in Afghanistan,
presided over a drastic drawdown of U.S. troops and struck a deal in February 2020
with the Taliban to leave by May 1 of this year.

In mid-April, Biden moved the deadline to Sept. 11 – the 20th anniversary of the
hijackings that brought down the World Trade Center, arguing the United States had
nothing to gain by prolonging involvement in an intractable civil war.
Bush campaigned against “nation-building” in 2000 but admitted later in his
memoir,
Decision Points, that “after 9/11, I changed my mind.”
“We had liberated the country from a primate dictatorship, and we had a moral
obligation to leave behind something better. We also had a strategic interest”
because “a democratic Afghanistan would be a hopeful alternative to the vision of the
extremists.”
By December 2001, the Taliban collapsed. Reconstruction soon began under U.S.
control and on May 1, 2003, Bush’s defense secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, declared an
end to major combat operations.
But the Taliban were far from defeated, and the civil and military institutions the
United States nurtured since then collapsed spectacularly fast in recent weeks as the
final U.S. drawdown came into view.
“The Afghans now at the greatest risk are the same ones who have been on the
forefront of progress inside their nation. President Biden has promised to evacuate
these Afghans, along with American citizens and our allies,” Bush said in his Monday
night statement.
“The United States government has the legal authority to cut the red tape for refugees
during urgent humanitarian crises. And we have the responsibility and the resources
to secure safe passage for them now, without bureaucratic delay.”
As first lady, and since her husband left office in 2009, Laura Bush has advocated
fiercely for Afghan women, who under the Taliban were banned from leaving home
without a male escort, or from working outside the home. Girls weren’t allowed to
attend school.
The current Taliban leadership has promised somewhat more enlightened policies but
concerns remain widespread.
Bush, in his statement, quoted women’s rights activist Dr. Sakena Yacoobi of the
Afghan Institute of Learning, which has opened schools for girls and women around
the country.
“While we are afraid, we are not defeated,” she wrote recently. “Ideas do not
disappear so easily. One cannot kill whispers on the wind. The Taliban cannot crush
a dream. We will prevail, even if it takes longer than we wanted it to.”
Bush also praised a generation of troops and diplomats who served in Afghanistan.
“You took out a brutal enemy and denied Al Qaeda a safe haven while building
schools, sending supplies, and providing medical care. You kept America safe from
further terror attacks, provided two decades of security and opportunity for millions,

and made America proud. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts and will
always honor your contributions,’ he said.
“In times like these, it can be hard to remain optimistic. Laura and I will steadfastly
remain so. Like our country, Afghanistan is also made up of resilient, vibrant people.
Nearly 65% of the population is under 25 years old. The choices they will make for
opportunity, education, and liberty will also determine Afghanistan’s future.”

Biden's speech was 'disingenuous,' al Qaeda will return, former Reagan official
says
Ethan Barton - Fox News
A former assistant defense secretary warned that al Qaeda "will again show its viper
head" and said President Biden was "disingenuous" during his address Monday.
Biden dug in on his decision to withdraw troops from Afghanistan during his speech,
despite that the Taliban has swept through the nation.
The Taliban quickly captured territory, invaded the capital city and took control of
the presidential palace.
"We’ve lost the war," Francis "Bing" West told Fox News in an exclusive interview
following Biden’s address. "I don’t care how President Biden tries to present it."
"We’re the losers coming out looking like losers the way things are happening at the
airport," West, who served as an assistant defense secretary under President Reagan,
continued.
The airport outside of Kabul fell into mayhem after the Taliban invaded the city, with
Afghan and foreign nationals – including U.S. citizens – trying to escape the country.
At least seven people died in the chaos.
"I was struck with how defensive [Biden] was, almost angry that this could be
happening because he’s so much in the right," West told Fox News.
"He’s not in the right and he didn’t tell the truth."
"He was disingenuous," he continued.
Biden said during his speech that there would be "endless rows of headstones at
Arlington National Cemetery."
West, a Marine combat veteran, told Fox News, "That’s simply not true. We haven’t
been in combat on the ground for a few years now."
The last time U.S. fatalities surpassed 100 deaths was 2013. The second highest
number of fatalities since then was 54, and 2015 and 2019 tied for third with 22
deaths.

"We could continue this indefinitely and keep the terrorists from taking power in
Afghanistan," West told Fox News, noting that Afghan forces were doing the fighting
prior to the U.S. withdrawal.
"Al Qaeda will again show its viper head, and I have no doubt that within six months,
we will be striking targets inside Afghanistan," West said. "No matter what the
president is saying today, that’s going to happen."
"I’m afraid that President Biden has made a terrible mistake that’s going to come
back to bite us," he continued.
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley recently told lawmakers that
the Taliban insurgency could allow al Qaeda to grow at a rapid pace.
West said U.S. adversaries would have taken over its allies had America withdrawn.
He said, for example, that the Soviet Union would have taken Western Europe had the
U.S. left West Germany.
West also criticized top Pentagon officials for not having an evacuation plan and
called out Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin for not addressing the troops and veterans
that served in Afghanistan. There have been widespread media reports noting the
frustration and mental health struggles veterans have struggled with while watching
the Taliban sweep through a nation they fought to protect.
"The military operational chain of command has egg on its face," West told Fox News.
"It is inexcusable for the military not to have a contingency plan for a panic like this,
because it’s exactly what we saw in Saigon in ’75. Identical."
"For them not to have anticipated and had a plan ready for this, that is a failure of
our military," he continued.

