The latest News Around Us in Apr #3
Germany Calls Russia's Bluff in Gas Dispute. It Looks to Have Worked
Darragh Roche - Newsweek
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Germany appears to have called Russia's bluff in a dispute over payments for gas
after President Vladimir Putin demanded so-called "unfriendly countries" pay for his
country's energy in rubles.
German Vice Chancellor and Economy Minister Robert Habeck announced on
Wednesday that he was triggering the first in a series of three warning levels for gas
supplies in the first step to deal with a potential cut-off of gas from Russia, which is
struggling under Western sanctions over its invasion of Ukraine.
U.S. And Europe Strike Gas Deal To Reduce 'Dependence' On Russia
Following Habeck's announcement, the Kremlin said the switch to paying in rubles
would not take place immediately, after Putin gave his government and the Central
Bank of Russia one week to work out a solution.
The government, central bank and energy giant Gazprom are due to deliver proposals
on Thursday, but Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said the switchover would not
start on March 31.
"As we discussed before, payments and delivery is a time-consuming process,”
Peskov said on Wednesday. "This does not mean that a tomorrow's delivery should be
paid [in rubles]. From a technological point of view, this is a more prolonged
process.”
It was not immediately clear if Peskov's comments were directly prompted by
Germany's announcement. The Group of Seven major economies, which includes
Germany, also rejected the idea of paying in rubles earlier this week.

Around 58 percent of gas purchases from Gazprom by European and other nations
were paid in euros as of January 27, while 39 percent was in U.S. dollars in the third
quarter of 2021.
On Monday, Russian Deputy Chairman of the Federation Council Committee on
Economic Policy Ivan Abramov told state media that Russia could cut off supplies to
the G7.
"If these countries refuse to buy gas for rubles, this will definitely lead to the
termination of its supplies. We have a clear position,” Abramov said.
Newsweek has asked the Russian Foreign Ministry for comment.
Germany's early warning level will see a crisis team established in Habeck's office to
handle the stability of Germany's gas supply, while the vice-chancellor called on
people and companies to reduce their consumption of energy.
The move comes after Putin announced last week that "unfriendly countries” would
be required to pay for Russian gas supplies with the ruble, which had suffered major
declines in the wake of Western sanctions.
"There are currently no supply shortages,” Habeck said on Wednesday.
"Nevertheless, we must increase precautionary measures in order to be prepared in
the event of an escalation on the part of Russia,” he said. He also urged reductions in
consumption.
"I would look to combine the triggering of the early level for gas with an appeal for
help to companies and private consumers,” Habeck said. "You are helping Germany,
you are helping Ukraine, when you reduce your use of gas or energy in general.”
Under Germany's emergency plan, the government would likely intervene in the
supply of gas at the third warning level, with the country's regulator potentially taking
over distribution in order to provide gas to "protected customers" such as households,
hospitals and essential services.
On March 23, Putin announced the decision to sell gas in exchange for rubles during
a televised event with senior government ministers. He said Russia would continue to
supply gas at volumes and prices "fixed in previously concluded contracts.”
"The changes will only affect the currency of payment, which will be changed to
Russian rubles,” Putin said.
The move was likely aimed at boosting the ruble and led to the Russian currency
briefly reaching a three-week high. Robert Habeck, who is also Germany's energy
minister, said on Monday that all G7 counterparts "agreed that this is a unilateral
and clear breach of the existing agreements.”
"Payment in rubles is not acceptable and ... we call on the companies concerned not
to comply with Putin's demand,” Habeck said.

Germany is heavily dependent on Russian gas and imported 55 percent of its gas
supplies from Russia in 2021, though this figure fell to 40 percent in the first quarter
of 2022.
The country's government is aiming to reduce its dependence on Russian energy
imports, but Habeck said on Wednesday that Germany would not achieve full
independence from Russian supplies until mid-2024.
Ukrainian Troops Push Forward as Russian Forces Regroup
James Marson & Matthew Luxmoore - The wall Street Journal
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Ukrainian Troops Push Forward as Russian Forces Regroup
Ukrainian officials said their armed forces are pressing forward against Russian
military units around Kyiv, seeking to exploit Moscow’s efforts to regroup after weeks
of heavy losses.
After taking the city of Irpin to the northwest of Kyiv this week, Ukrainian forces are
now engaged in heavy fighting in the neighboring towns of Bucha and Hostomel,
officials said.
In the Chernihiv region to the north of the capital, Ukrainian forces retook a village
and were pushing for further gains, officials said, while warning that it was too early
to say Russian forces were withdrawing.
“I’m not sure one can call it a withdrawal of troops. At the very least it’s a
regrouping, but perhaps they are really withdrawing,” said Vyacheslav Chaus,
governor of Chernihiv region. “But that does not give us any chance to relax.”
Russia said it would decrease its attacks around Kyiv and Chernihiv as a goodwill
gesture to facilitate peace talks while shifting focus to air and ground attacks in the

Donbas region in eastern Ukraine. Ukrainian and Western officials say Russia was
forced to curtail attempts to advance amid mounting losses of personnel and
equipment and that its military was now seeking to dig in around Kyiv and Chernihiv
to continue shelling the cities while redeploying some forces to the east.
In Ukraine’s east, an area long coveted by Moscow, Russia has been intensifying
attacks. Russian forces have been attacking the city of Lysychansk for the past two
days. Shelling by Russian troops killed at least seven people and injured dozens
overnight, officials said.
Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov said on Thursday that
Russian forces had gained ground in their offensive to take swaths of Donbas and
claimed further missile attacks against Ukrainian military infrastructure.
The statement came the day Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on the
spring draft, which is set to bring 134,500 new conscripts into the armed forces as
others end their voluntary service.
Russia has previously admitted that conscripts have taken part in its military
campaign in Ukraine, though Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said on Tuesday that no
new recruits will be sent to conflict zones.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky overnight said “there is an accumulation of
Russian troops for new strikes in Donbas. And we are preparing for this.”
Ukrainian military officials said in some cases Russian troops are using artillery fire
and mines to cover their withdrawal. Shelling of the city of Kharkiv also was
continuing.
Western officials aren’t convinced Russia has given up on efforts to take the capital
Kyiv. “Russian forces continue to hold positions to the east and west of Kyiv despite
the withdrawal of a limited number of units,” the British Defense Ministry said.
“Heavy fighting will likely take place in the suburbs of the city in coming days.”
Jens Stoltenberg, the secretary-general of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, on
Thursday said Russian troops were regrouping for operations in the Donbas region.
“At the same time, Russia maintains pressure on Kyiv and other cities. So we can
expect additional offensive actions, bringing even more suffering.”
There has been little progress on the diplomatic front to bring about a cessation of
fighting. After peace talks on Tuesday spurred hope an agreement may be an
emerging possibility, the Kremlin a day later said no turning point had been achieved.
And several Western countries, which Ukraine wants as a security guarantors for any
peace deal, have been skeptical about providing broad promises to rush to the
country’s defense.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Thursday said he would try to talk to
both Mr. Putin and Mr. Zelensky to broker a meeting between the two. Turkey, he said,
would be willing to be one of the security guarantors in a peace deal, though details
still need to be clarified.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that any such meeting should be preceded by
a finalized agreement between Russia and Ukraine. “Only after that can there be talk
of a high-level summit,” he said Thursday.
Negotiations between Russia and Ukraine are set to continue over video
conference Friday, Ukrainian officials say.
The White House on Wednesday said it planned to declassify information that Mr.
Putin was being misinformed by advisers. Hours later, Jeremy Fleming, the head of
Britain’s eavesdropping spy agency GCHQ, said “we believe Putin’s advisers are
afraid to tell him the truth.”
He also said Russia’s Wagner Group, the private military organization made up
heavily of former Russian special forces, was preparing to send a large number of
fighters to Ukraine to operate alongside Moscow’s regular troops.
Moscow, meanwhile, moved to put more economic pressure on some of the countries
support Ukraine and to shore up its own economy, with Mr. Putin signing a decree
requiring countries designated as “unfriendly” to pay for energy imports in rubles
starting April 1.
How strictly the new rules will be enforced wasn’t immediately clear. Germany was
told this week it could continue to pay in Western currency, though the money would
have to be transferred into rubles by a Russian bank.
Russia announced a cease-fire around Mariupol starting 10 a.m. local time on
Thursday aimed at allowing civilians who had spent weeks under Russian
bombardment to leave for the city of Zaporizhzhia some 140 miles to the northwest.
Further humanitarian corridors would be opened, said Mikhail Mizintsev, head of the
Russian Defense Ministry’s National Defense Control Center.
The International Committee of the Red Cross said thousands of people remain
trapped in Mariupol, where images show one of the organization’s warehouses was
damaged. Russian forces have been trying to take the southeastern port city since the
opening days of their assault on Ukraine that began Feb. 24. Ukrainian troops still
control the center of the city.
Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk on Wednesday said three
humanitarian corridors were agreed upon for people to leave some cities, including
Mariupol. Some 10.5 million people have been displaced by the fighting, according to
the United Nations, including more than 4 million refugees who have left the country.

Exclusive: France Freezes Two Helicopters Owned By Sanctioned Russian
Billionaire Alisher Usmanov
Giacomo Tognini (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Forbes
French authorities froze two helicopters owned by sanctioned Russian billionaire
Alisher Usmanov on the French Riviera last week. A spokesperson for the French
Ministry of Economy and Finance confirmed to Forbes that the two helicopters—an
Airbus EC-175 with the tail number M-DLBR and a Euro-copter EC-155 with the tail
number M-DLBA—were frozen in Le Castellet on March 22 and in Monte Carlo,
Monaco, on March 25, respectively. France sanctioned Usmanov on February 28 as
part of wider European Union sanctions, which Monaco adopted the same day.
Usmanov, 68, is one of Russia’s richest people. He was an early investor in Facebook.
His largest holding is a stake in iron ore and steel giant Metalloinvest and he also
owns shares in Chinese consumer electronics firm Xiaomi as well as smaller holdings
in telecom, mining and media.
The helicopter marked M-DLBR was last recorded in Le Castellet on November 13,
2021, while M-DLBA was last seen in Monte Carlo on March 1, according to public
data.
Both helicopters were registered in the British crown dependency of the Isle of Man
until they were de-registered on March 3. In practice, de-registration makes an
aircraft “stateless” and deprives it of a valid certificate of airworthiness, meaning it’s
no longer insurable and can’t fly until it’s registered in a new country. M-DLBR is
owned by Cayman Islands-based Crystal Sky Limited and M-DLBA is owned by
Cayman's-based Margaux Aviation Limited, according to the Isle of Man Aircraft
Registry. A representative for Usmanov did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.
Margaux Aviation Limited is linked to Usmanov via its prior ownership of an Airbus
A340 jet owned by Usmanov, while M-DLBR has been photographed on Usmanov’s
512-foot super-yacht Dilbar.
Both helicopters are associated with Dilbar, which has two helipads and is valued at
$588 million by yacht valuation experts Vessels-value. Both Dilbar and the Airbus jet
were blocked by the U.S. Treasury Department on March 3, the same day Usmanov
was sanctioned by the U.S. The Airbus was last seen in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, on

February 28. Usmanov was born in the former Soviet republic and holds dual
Russian and Uzbek citizenship.
Dilbar is currently stuck in the German port city of Hamburg, where it has been
stationed for refitting work since October. Forbes reported on March 3 that work on
the ship had been halted and the Ministry for Economy and Innovation in the German
state of Hamburg said that the yacht could not leave port.
Forbes reported on March 8 that the 96-person crew on the yacht had been fired
because Sarnia Yachts, the firm that employed the crew, was no longer able to pay
salaries due to EU and U.S. sanctions.
Follow Forbes’ reporting on all the jets and helicopters owned by sanctioned Russian
billionaires here:
MORE FROM FORBESA Guide To The Private Jets And Helicopters Owned By
Sanctioned Russian BillionairesBy Giacomo Tognini
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The making of Viktor Orban — the ‘Hungarian tiger’ mauling Europe from within
Samuel Fishwick - The Evening Standard

Evening Standard
History and the voting booth will judge Viktor Orban this Sunday, as a crunch
national election in Hungary concludes.
“The whole opposition is united against him,” says Andras Bozoki, Orban’s party’s
former culture minister. Hungary’s fragmented Left and Right parties have formed an
astonishing anti-Orban alliance to stop him securing an unprecedented fifth term.
Prime minister Orban has been lord and master of the small (population: just under
ten million) but significant EU member state for over a decade. His lurch to the Right
has seen him lash out at migration, women’s and LGBTQ rights and liberal values,
home and abroad. He’s been accused of being Putin’s poodle, helping bring down the
EU.
Good luck unseating him: Orban’s Fidesz party owns some 80 per cent of the media,
who paint a rosy picture of an avuncular, football-mad family figure from the
provinces, rather than a sinister despot who has rigged the system. Orban, 58, rarely
gives interviews, letting his media do the talking.
Insiders fear this election is the last chance to depose a PM building “Putin’s Trojan
Horse” on the edge of Europe; they see his odds of securing victory as overwhelming.
How did a boy from a sleepy village grow up to be a scourge of the West? And why
has a man who was once a young champion of democracy become a nihilistic
menace?
To two million “obsessed” Fidesz supporters, Orban can do no wrong. The
“Hungarian tiger” thumbs his nose at the EU — despite its popularity in Hungary
and the swallowing of billions of euros for vanity projects.
A self-styled “illiberal democrat”, he’s been called a Putin apologist by Ukraine’s
President Zelensky, and Hungarians have ill memories of the Soviet Union. Orban
was even pictured with Russia’s leader in February. No matter.
“They’re not voters, they’re believers,” says Bozoki, now a politics professor at
Central European University. “It’s not a party, it’s a church.”

Orban is “the ultimate 21st century dictator”, says Princeton’s professor Kim Lane
Scheppele, an expert on Hungarian politics. “There’s never a moment when Orban
does an illegal act.
Yet in 12 years he’s concentrated all the power in the hands of himself and his allies,
frozen out the opposition even from things like asking questions in parliament, even
owning a media outlet that reports neutral news. ”
Even Orban’s fiercest critics recognise his brilliance. He is “the ablest and most
controversial politician in modern Hungarian history”, says his biographer Paul
Lendvai, author of Orban: Europe’s New Strongman. He’s also a workaholic, “the
fulcrum Archimedes could move the universe on”, says his friend, the author Tibor
Fischer.
“No time off. No carelessness. He’s probably averaged four hours sleep a night since
1988.”
“The tiger can’t help being born the way it is, living off meat, and not green leaves,”
said Laszlo Lengyel, Hungary’s leading political commentator. “Viktor Orban has a
tiger’s nature. A soft tread. He circles his victim. He plays with it. Pitilessly kills it.
There are those who don’t like that lack of pity. There are those who don’t like tigers.
That’s a matter of taste.”
Orban’s one passion other than power? Football. “As a kid he was willing to travel
hundreds of kilometres to see training of a team in which his favourite coach was
presiding over,” says Bozoki.
“He tried to learn from football managers how to deal with a team, how to give
orders to the players. He believes there are winners and losers, nothing in between that everything in life is a zero-sum game.” Orban is said to watch as many as many
as six games a day.
Born in 1963, he grew up in the village of Felcsút, a gifted but troubled child, one of
the smallest in his class, thrown out of schools and beaten by his father Gyozo, a
Communist Party administrator.
Young Orban had the maxim: “If I’m hit once, then I hit back twice.” Bruised school
holidays were spent pulling beets, feeding the pigs and plotting revenge. His mother
Sípos, a special needs teacher, helped him kick his rural accent and habits; two
bumpy years of military service followed.
Then he studied law at Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest and met his wife, Anika,
a brilliant lawyer herself. But city life was hard. “In Hungary, there’s Budapest and
then there’s everything else,” says Scheppele. The city kids “treated him like a hick”.
His party Fidesz was formed of youngsters who felt “that the cultural elite looked
down on them”. In a way, his story has always been about revenge. But something
clicked. At 26, Orban began capturing the national mood in town squares across
Budapest.

“There were a lot of intellectuals, people who liked to talk and talk and talk, but
Orban always brought everything to a point,” says Bozoki. “He’s very goal oriented.
And that was refreshing.”
In 1998, he ran on a ticket of post-communist idealism, with the goal of making a
small state, minimising regulation and maximizing freedom, sweeping away the old
Hungarian Left, what Lendvai calls “a disgusting snake pit of old communists and
left-wing careerists posing as social democrats”. He was the youngest democratically
elected prime minister in Hungarian history. Orban and his party were
Western-oriented and wore tailored suits.
“In the 1990s, when I knew him, he was incredibly charismatic”, says Scheppele. “He
used to look like he was about to zip off for a business meeting in London. “Now he
seems tired... He dressed like a farmer who came to the big city; he’s gained quite a
lot of weight so the jacket doesn’t quite fit any more. He wears very baggy pants.
The opposition makes so much fun of how he dresses. He’s not governing by charisma
anymore.” But he was liked. Prime minister from 1998 to 2002, Orban reclaimed
office in 2010 after a landslide election victory. “But he had become darker,” says
Lendvai. “Defeat hurt him.”
t once, Orban amended the electoral law in 2012 in a manner blatantly favourable to
his party. He’s been winning ever since. “He cannot lose”, says Bozoki. “He will do
everything to stay in power... And from that point, I had no illusions about him
anymore. From 2003, I thought he was dangerous.”
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After George Soros, the Hungarian philanthropist, argued in 2015 that the EU should
be ready to admit a million refugees, Orban’s circle began alleging that there was a
“Soros plan” to flood the continent with migrants. Posters went up of a grinning
Soros, with the words: “Don’t let Soros have the last laugh” — prompting allegations
of anti-Semitism.

Last year, Orbán announced that his government will hold a nationwide referendum
on “child protection”, a euphemism for parts of a recent law that bans any portrayal
of LGBT people in materials meant for children.
His children, baby clothes tycoon Rahel, 32, former soldier and footballer Gaspar, 30,
art entrepreneur Sara, 28, students Roza, 22, and Flora, 17, are “Trump-like
grifters”, says Scheppele.
Eldest Rahel married István Tiborcz, who got rich by scooping over $20 billion in
state contracts. Orban’s father has also become very well off from the gifting of
state-owned vineyards and construction contracts.
In Orban’s home town, Felcsút, he built a 3,500-seater football arena, and spaffed
£2 million of mostly EU funds on the tiny two-carriage Vál Valley Light Railway that,
Scheppele says, “seems to go from his house to his father’s house”. The mayor,
LÅ rinc Mészáros, a friend, has shot from a humble gas-fitter to wealthy oligarch,
with $1.4 billion. In Hungarian they call him “the walking wallet”.
Women are minimized in the circle around Orban, his first cabinet didn’t have any
Women are minimized in the circle around Orban. His first cabinet didn’t have any
women. In 2018, after his second election, the EU started poking him about it. In
March, Orbán loyalist Katalin Novák was elected Hungary’s first female president, a
largely ceremonial position. Analysts say Orbán has sought to appeal to female voters
in picking Novák.
He’s a pragmatist, says Fischer. “He’s made deals with the Russians and tried to get
on with him. He didn’t start the flight with Brussels, they came swinging for him.”
Orban is cited as an inspiration, too, by some associates of Donald Trump — the
Hungarian premier was the only EU leader to root openly for Trump’s victory.
Why should we worry? “Victor Orban has been one of the pioneers in a new form of
autocracy,” says Scheppele. “On the surface, everything looks like a robust
democracy. They have elections, a parliament that meets and votes on laws, Orban
gets these overwhelming electoral victories …
But under the surface, everything is rigged by law.” Think about 20th century
dictators who had paramilitary corps, arrested people or killed them. “There’s none
of that. It’s all very polite — and legal.”
“If people who live in democratic countries think there’s no point in worrying until
there are tanks on the street, they’re wrong,” says Scheppele.
“There are people coming to power who analyse the political system and figure out
what to do to disable all the checks. And democracies that used to be robust are now
being challenged.”

Workers at Chernobyl site say Russian soldiers drove through the
highly-radioactive 'Red Forest' with no protective gear

Marianne Guenot (mguenot@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Sean Gallup/Getty Images A sign warns of radiation at the "red forest" near the
former Chernobyl nuclear power plant on September 29, 2015.
Russian soldiers drove armored vehicles through the 'Red Forest' as they invaded
Chernobyl, per Reuters.
Reuters spoke to two unnamed Ukrainian staff at the decommissioned Chernobyl
nuclear power plant. The soldier didn't wear protective gear and exposed themselves
to radioactive dust, they said.
Russian soldiers drove armored vehicles through the most contaminated area of
Chernobyl's exclusion zone with protection, two sources told Reuters. The trip kicked
up clouds of radioactive dust that could be damaging to the troops' health, the outlet
said.
One source told the outlet that the soldiers appeared to have no idea about
Chernobyl's history as a nuclear disaster site.
Reuters spoke to two Ukrainian workers who were on duty in the decommissioned
power plant when Russian soldiers invaded the site on February 25 in the first days of
the invasion of Ukraine.
The workers, who asked not to be named for fears about their safety, spoke to Reuters
in late March. By that time they had just been allowed home after being confined to
the decommissioned power plant by Russian soldiers for almost a month.

Volodymyr Tarasov/ Ukrinform/Future Publishing via Getty Images The sign marks
the territory of the Red Forest, Kyiv Region, northern Ukraine on April 21, 2021.
The workers said that Russian soldiers drove armored vehicles through the Red
Forest, 1.5 square miles of pine forest that died as a result of exposure shortly after
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident. The Red Forest remains the most contaminated
area of the zone around Chernobyl, per Reuters.
"The convoy kicked up a big column of dust," one source said, per Reuters.
One worker told Reuters that some of the soldiers he had spoken to in the plant "did
not have a clue" about the 1986 catastrophe at Chernobyl, the world's worst nuclear
disaster.
"They had no idea what kind of facility they were at,” the worker said.
The worker's accounts are in line with reports from the International Atomic Energy
Agency, which said shortly after Russian troops moved into the exclusion zone that
remote sensors showed the invasion had disturbed radioactive dust, raising the level
of radiation around the site.
The plant has been under the control of Russian troops since February 24. The power
plant was fully decommissioned after the 1986 nuclear accident and the remaining
work at the site is mostly directed toward decontamination.
An active nuclear power plant in Zaporizhzhia in the south of Ukraine has also been
captured and has been operating under the control of Russian troops since March 4.
The invasion of nuclear sites by the military caused outrage among nuclear experts.
Several told Insider that the risk of a catastrophic nuclear accident at either of the
nuclear sites remains low, but is more likely because of the nearby fighting.
The occupation of the Chernobyl site might soon be coming to an end, according to
an unnamed US defense official.
The official told France 24 on Wednesday that the Russian troops looked like they
were being removed from Chernobyl and re-positioned in Belarus, which has a
border with Ukraine around 10 miles from the Chernobyl site.

Private jets owned by 4 Russian oligarchs continued to fly in and out of Western
countries after they were hit by sanctions, an investigation finds
Kate Duffy (kduffy@insider.com) - Business Insider

Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images/Michal Fludra/NurPhoto via Getty Images Russian
billionaire Roman Abramovich next to a Gulfstream G650ER with registration
SP-TOP at Gdansk Lech Walesa Airport in Gdansk, Poland.
Jets owned by 4 Russian oligarchs still flew after sanctions and flight bans, The
Guardian's investigation found. The jets were linked with oligarchs such as Roman
Abramovich and Alisher Usmanov, per the investigation.
Usmanov's $500 million Airbus took off from Germany a day after the EU banned
Russian aircraft.
Private jets belonging to four Russian oligarchs continued to fly in and out of the EU
and UK even after flight bans had been imposed on all aircraft from the country, an
investigation by The Guardian found.
Aircraft linked to Russian oligarchs and billionaires – such as Roman Abramovich,
Alisher Usmanov, Eugene Shvidler, and Igor Shuvalov – continued to fly, despite
sanctions measures banning them from EU airspace, per the newspaper's
investigation, carried out in conjunction with the Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project.
On February 28, the day after the EU banned all Russian aircraft from flying in its
airspace, Usmanov's two private jets departed from EU airports, the investigation
found.

His Airbus A340 – reportedly worth between $350 million and $500 million – took off
from Munich, Germany, on 28 February and was last located when it was landing in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, according to the investigation. This was the same day
that Usmanov was sanctioned by the EU.
On the same day, another jet linked to the billionaire lifted off from Florence, Italy,
and flew towards Uzbekistan but its signal was lost over Turkmenistan, the
investigation found.
"[We] deny there was any wrongdoing or attempt to avoid any assets being
sanctioned,” Usmanov's spokesperson told The Guardian.
A Bombardier Global Express jet worth $10 million linked to Shuvalov, a former
Russian deputy prime minister, was also tracked continuing to fly in and out of EU
airports – including Geneva, Helsinki, Milan, Munich, and Paris – despite sanctions
being imposed on him and his assets on February 23, per the investigation.
The investigation found that a $45 million Bombardier Global 6500 jet, belonging to
Russian oil tycoon, Shvidler, flew on February 27 from Farnborough airport,
southern England, to Teterboro, New Jersey, and traveled back to Farnborough on
March 4, where it was later impounded.
Shvidler's $13 million Cessna Citation Latitude jet was also seized by the UK.
Shvidler's spokesperson told The Guardian that there had "never been any breaches"
and that he didn't have connections with the Kremlin.
Planes linked to Chelsea Football Club owner, Roman Abramovich, have also been
tracked flying around after sanctions were imposed, the investigation found, adding
that his Bombardier Global 6000 jet is currently grounded in Latvia.
One of Abramovich's jets, a $65 million Gulfstream G650ER, had been flying between
Moscow, Israel, and Istanbul after he was sanctioned by the UK, Insider previously
reported. The plane flew back to Russia the same day that Abramovich was
sanctioned by the EU.
Shvidler and Abramovich's representatives didn't respond to requests for comment
from The Guardian.
The flight data collected in the investigation didn't clarify whether the Russian
oligarch owner was on board, per The Guardian.

U.S. military veterans answer Zelensky's call to fight, but not all are chosen
Patrick J. McDonnell - LA Times

“They will take us — I hope,” said Heard, hanging outside a hostel in Lviv with his
three comrades, all bedraggled after days on the move, their packs lying on the
ground. “I mean, I messaged them. But I haven’t heard back yet.”
Heard is among hundreds or possibly thousands of foreign nationals who have
swooped into Ukraine in recent weeks to join the battle against the Russians. Some
are ex-soldiers. Many are not.
They come from the United States, Europe, Asia and across the globe. With their
military packs, bundles of gear and self-assured struts, they are conspicuous crossing
the border from Medyka, Poland, into Shehyni, Ukraine, and hanging out on the
streets and in the cafes of Lviv, 40 miles east of the Polish frontier. As Ukrainian
refugees continue to flow westward, the would-be fighters stream in the opposite
direction.
After Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion, it was Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky who
opened the doors. He invited foreigners to join the new “International Defense
Legion of Ukraine,” a force whose grandiose title recalled the venerable
International Brigades that fought for Republican Spain in its doomed bid against
fascist forces in the 1930s.
The Ukrainian incarnation got off to a difficult start, to say the least. In the predawn
hours of March 13, a volley of Russian cruise missiles struck a military base about 30
miles from Lviv that was a training hub for both Ukrainian troops and foreign
volunteers. Authorities say more than 40 Ukrainians were killed.
No foreign recruits were reported lost, but several survivors posted graphic video of
the destruction and said they barely escaped.
“I ran out and saw a pillar of fire — I couldn’t believe it,” recalled Hieu Le, 30, a
volunteer and former U.S. Army soldier in Afghanistan. “It was a madhouse.”
Fearing Russian paratroopers were going to drop in, the volunteers took up defensive
positions in the adjacent forests.

Shaken by the experience, many at the base left the country, according to volunteers
and various social media accounts. Le spoke by telephone from Croatia, where he
was unwinding after his ordeal.
Foreign fighters here have complained of a lack of proper weapons, body armor and
other supplies, along with a faulty command structure and shoddy discipline. Some
say they were dispatched to the front unprepared for the intensity of battle.
“The general attitude among legionnaires was low morale and a feeling that the
Ukrainians were just using us as cannon fodder,” said Le, who fought in the bloody
battle for Irpin, north of the capital, Kyiv.
“Understandably, the Ukrainians have a lot on their hands. They don’t want to put
too much effort into this force.”
The Ukrainian military did not respond to requests for comment and has not said how
many foreigners have enlisted, how many have left, how many have been wounded or
how many have been killed.
The government of Georgia, the former Soviet republic, has said that three of its
citizens — part of a separate Georgian legion — have been killed in Ukraine fighting
Russia. From the outset, volunteers said, the recruitment drive was disorganized.
Ukrainian embassies across the globe were supposed to be the initial point of contact.
But many would-be fighters found embassies unresponsive, or simply decided to come
to Ukraine without checking in.
Volunteers pooled information in online chat rooms and on other social media sites
directing them to Poland and across the border to Ukraine — a country that few had
contemplated much before the invasion.
“The embassy website in Oslo was down when I tried — I heard it was a cyber-attack,”
said a 26-year-old Norwegian volunteer who declined to give his name, citing
concerns about his security.
Turning to a Facebook group for guidance, he flew to Warsaw but could find no one
to direct him to the border and boarded a train going the wrong way. He finally made
it to the Ukrainian border, but was unable to find lodging in a zone overflowing with
refugees and slept out in the cold for a night. Finally, he walked to the Ukraine side.
“I feel I’m sharp now, ready to go,” said the Norwegian, who had one year of
military service at home, adding: “From what I understand, I’ll get some training and
be ready to fight.”
The ranks of volunteers also include medics, search-and-rescue experts and others
offering specialized skills.
All express outrage at what they call Russian abuses and a deep admiration for the
Ukrainian resistance.
“When I started seeing civilians getting hurt, little kids — the same ages as my kids —
I was like, ‘This isn’t right,’” said Heard, a father of two, ages 4 and 12.
A warehouse worker at Amazon in Arkansas, he said he left the Army in 2020 after
eight years of service without any deployments overseas.
Many of those arriving have no relevant skills — just a profound desire to help
Ukraine.

“If they have room for one more, I’m here, and I’m ready to sign up and go,” said
Jeffrey Trautmann, 50, a retired chemistry professor from the Chicago area who was
waiting on a recent afternoon outside the foreign legion “welcome” tent on the
Ukrainian side of the border with Poland.
“I would fight for Ukraine. I would. These are good people.”
His lack of military experience will probably be an issue for Ukrainian officers, who
do initial vetting at the border post. Some volunteers are rejected outright. Others are
sent for up to four weeks of training. Those deemed battle-ready are quickly
incorporated into fighting units, volunteers said.
Many have encountered logistical and financial hurdles coming here. In Heard’s case,
his luggage was lost on flights between Little Rock and Warsaw, including his body
armor, helmet and other gear, all worth more than $1,000.
He said the legion turned him down at the border because he refused to sign a
contract that would have bound him until the conflict ended.
“I told them, ‘I’m not signing a contract,’” he said
“‘I’m here to help you guys. I can give you a month. But I have a job and family to get
back to. I have a life.’”
He and his three comrades were hoping for better luck once they got to Kyiv. At least
one foreign fighter has become something of an online celebrity.
James Vasquez, a 47-year-old home building contractor and Army veteran from
Connecticut, has been drawing millions of views on Twitter by posting videos from
undisclosed front lines.
On March 24, he tweeted that his unit had destroyed seven Russian tanks and
liberated a village that had been occupied for a month by Russians who “terrorized
the people and took their food.”
“It’s been a long day, baby,” he wrote.
Vasquez said the attention has helped raise almost $50,000 to purchase Kevlar
helmets, rifle parts, uniforms and other much-needed equipment. On March 17, when
he still was at the Polish border, Vasquez tweeted that some volunteers were being
barred entry to Ukraine “because of a couple of incidents where foreign soldiers
turned on Ukraine soldiers.”
But Vasquez said his U.S. passport was well-received at checkpoints.
“They let me right through because they think it’s awesome an American soldier is
here to fight along side them,” he wrote.

Source Close To Roman Abramovich Confirms He Was Poisoned While Helping
Negotiate In Ukraine
David Dawkins (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Forbes
Billionaire Roman Abramovich was poisoned while attending talks between
representatives of Ukraine and Russia in early March, according to a source close to
Abramovich, who added that Abramovich’s role as a neutral “advocate” with
connections to both sides has now put him at risk.
The source confirmed to Forbes a report from The Wall Street Journal that
Abramovich and two negotiators suffered “red eyes, constant and painful tearing, and
peeling skin on their faces and hands,” following the March 3 meeting in Kyiv.
While reports point the finger of blame at those within Russia attempting to
compromise peace talks, the source did not offer a theory on why the trio were
targeted, or what chemical weapon was used.
On Tuesday, Abramovich was seen in public as part of the negotiation entourage in
Istanbul. His role, according to the source, is to establish a line of communication
between the two governments as an independent voice in the room, trusted by both
parties. Abramovich has also been working on helping establish corridors and
evacuations, but not on policy, Forbes was told.

Forbes Russian businessman Roman Abramovich (L) attends the peace talks Anadolu
Agency via Getty Images.

Abramovich, who knows Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky through the
Chelsea owner’s work in the Jewish community across culture and the arts, was
contacted in the early hours of the invasion on Feb. 24 at a point when dialogue
between Kyiv and Moscow had completely broken down.
Abramovich’s relationship with Zelensky is reportedly a reason why the U.S. has yet
to sanction the oligarch while the E.U., and U.K. has already imposed sanctions
based on Abramovich’s alleged “close relationship” with Russian President Vladimir
Putin.
However, the status of Abramovich’s relationship with Putin today is not so
clear. Forbes was told that currently no one “has access” to Putin, suggesting that
the president is increasingly isolated from accurate information and advice.

Forbes Putin and Abramovich in 2016 Getty
The invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces in late February has been a personal,
financial and now physical disaster for Abramovich.
The ongoing fire sale of Chelsea football club, and the potential loss of billions in
London-listed shares now suspended on the London Stock Exchange has cut
Abramovich’s estimated net worth from nearly $15 billion before the invasion to
roughly $7 billion in mid-March and now closer to $8 billion, and he likely has only
limited access to that.

Russian hackers target NATO, US organizations with phishing campaigns: Google
Ines Kagubare - The Hill
Anew Google report found that Russian-backed hackers have tried to get inside the
networks of NATO, U.S.-based nongovernmental organizations and the militaries of
several Eastern European countries.

The hackers, referred to as Calisto or Coldriver, launched phishing campaigns also
targeting U.S. think tanks, the military of a Balkans country and a Ukraine-based
defense contractor, per Google.
“These campaigns were sent using newly created Gmail accounts to non-Google
accounts, so the success rate of these campaigns is unknown,” the report said.
“We have not observed any Gmail accounts successfully compromised during these
campaigns.”
The report comes amid heightened security and warnings from U.S., European Union
and NATO officials against possible Russian cyber-attacks following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in February.
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken announced on Thursday additional sanctions on
Russia’s tech companies and cyber actors following malicious cyber activities.
“The United States will continue to hold President Putin’s cyber actors to account for
disruptive, destructive, or otherwise destabilizing cyber activity targeting the United
States and its allies and partners,” Blinken said in a statement.
The U.S. and its allies imposed crippling economic sanctions against Russia following
the invasion of Ukraine, including cutting off the country from roughly $600 billion in
reserves held by the Central Bank of Russia and blocking the country’s access to the
U.S. dollar.
“We will continue to target President Putin’s war machine with sanctions from every
angle, until this senseless war of choice is over,” Blinken said, referring to the
Russian leader.
The Google report also found hacks from other nation-state threat actors including
China and Belarus. A hacker group known as Curious Gorge, associated with the
Chinese government, launched phishing campaigns against government and military
organizations in Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan and Mongolia.
“While this activity largely does not impact Google products, we remain engaged and
are providing notifications to victim organizations,” the report said of the Chinese
hack.
Google said it has seen an increase in cyber activity from different threat actors using
the war in Ukraine to launch phishing and malware campaigns. The hacks have also
been financially motivated, as one threat actor impersonated “military personnel to
extort money for rescuing relatives in Ukraine.”
“Government-backed actors from China, Iran, North Korea and Russia, as well as
various unattributed groups, have used various Ukraine war-related themes in an
effort to get targets to open malicious emails or click malicious links,” the report
said.

Russia’s Military Was Great Until It Wasn’t
Phillips Payson O’Brien (Opinion Contributor) - The Atlantic

Raphael Lafargue / Abaca / Sipa / AP
Let me tell you a story about a military that was supposedly one of the best in the
world. This military had some of the best equipment: the heaviest and most modern
tanks, next-generation aircraft, and advanced naval vessels.
It had invested in modernization, and made what were considered some of Europe’s
most sophisticated plans for conflict.
Moreover, it had planned and trained specifically for a war it was about to fight, a
war it seemed extremely well prepared for and that many, perhaps most, people
believed it would win.
All of these descriptions could apply to the Russian army that invaded Ukraine last
month. But I’m talking about the French army of the 1930s. That French force was
considered one of the finest on the planet.
Winston Churchill believed that it represented the world’s best hope for keeping Adolf
Hitler’s Nazi Germany at bay. As he said famously in 1933, and repeated a number of
times afterward, “Thank God for the French army.”
Of course, when this French army was actually tested in battle, it was found wanting.
Germany conquered France in less than two months in 1940. All of the French
military’s supposed excellence in equipment and doctrine was useless.
A range of problems, including poor logistics, terrible communications, and low
morale, beset an army in which soldiers and junior officers complained of inflexible,
top-down leadership.
In 1940, the French had the “best” tank, the Char B-1. With its 75-mm gun, the Char
B-1 was better armed than any German tank, and it outclassed the Germans in terms
of armor protection as well. But when the Battle of France started, the Char B-1

exhibited a number of major handicaps, such as a gas-guzzling engine and
mechanical unreliability.
[Antony Beevor: Putin doesn’t realize how much warfare has changed]
Having good equipment and good doctrine reveals little about how an army will
perform in a war. To predict that, you must analyze not only its equipment and
doctrine but also its ability to undertake complex operations, its unglamorous but
crucial logistical needs and structure, and the commitment of its soldiers to fight and
die in the specific war being waged.
Most important, you have to think about how it will perform when a competent enemy
fires back. As Mike Tyson so eloquently put it, “Everyone has a plan until they are
punched in the mouth.”
What we are seeing today in Ukraine is the result of a purportedly great military
being punched in the mouth. The resilience of Ukrainian resistance is embarrassing
for a Western think-tank and military community that had confidently predicted that
the Russians would conquer Ukraine in a matter of days.
For years, Western “experts” prattled on about the Russian military’s expensive,
high-tech “modernization.” The Russians, we were told, had the better tanks and
aircraft, including cutting-edge SU-34 fighter bombers and T-90 tanks, with some of
the finest technical specifications in the world.
The Russians had also ostensibly reorganized their army into a more professional,
mostly voluntary force. They had rethought their offensive doctrine and created
battalion tactical groups, flexible, heavily armored formations that were meant to be
key to overwhelming the Ukrainians.
Basically, many people had relied on the glamour of war, a sort of war pornography,
to predict the outcome of Russia’s invasion of its neighbor.
Those predictions, based on alluring but fundamentally flawed criteria, have now
proved false. Western analysts took basic metrics (such as numbers and types of tanks
and aircraft), imagined those measured forces executing Russian military doctrine,
then concluded that the Ukrainians had no chance.
But counting tanks and planes and rhapsodizing over their technical specifications is
not a useful way to analyze modern militaries. As The Atlantic’s Eliot Cohen has
argued, the systems that the West used to evaluate the Russian military have failed
nearly as comprehensively as that military has.
Though analysts and historians will spend years arguing about exactly why prewar
assessments of the Russian military proved so flawed, two reasons are immediately
apparent.
First, Western analysts misunderstood the Russian military’s ability to undertake the
most complex operations and the robustness of its logistical capabilities.

And second, prognosticators paid too little attention to the basic motivations and
morale of the soldiers who would be asked to use the Russian military’s allegedly
excellent doctrine and equipment.
Russia’s problems executing complex operations became obvious almost immediately
after its army crossed the border into Ukraine. For instance, many observers believed
that the large, advanced Russian air force would quickly gain air dominance over
Ukraine, providing the Russian land forces with support while severely limiting the
Ukrainians’ movement.
Instead, the Ukrainians have put in place a far more sophisticated than expected
air-defense system that stymied Russian air efforts from the start. By challenging the
Russians in the air, the Ukrainians have shown that Russia’s army cannot efficiently
conduct the complex air operations needed to seize air supremacy from a much
smaller enemy. Russia’s logistical system has been, if anything, even worse.
Russian trucks are poorly maintained, poorly led, and too few in number. Once the
Russian forces advanced, they found that bringing up the supplies needed to keep
them moving forward became more and more difficult. Many advances, most
famously the 40-mile column of vehicles stretching down to Kyiv from Belarus, simply
stopped.
[Eliot A. Cohen: Why can’t the West admit that Ukraine is winning?]
At the same time, the supposedly professional volunteer Russian soldiers were
confused as to what they were doing, totally unprepared to meet stiff Ukrainian
resistance, and, from photo evidence, surprisingly willing to abandon even the most
advanced Russian equipment almost untouched.
As the war has gone on, and Russian casualties have mounted, Russian soldiers have
fallen victim to frostbite, refused to follow orders, and, in at least one episode, tried to
kill their superior officers.
More of the Western experts who study Russia’s armed forces could and should have
anticipated these problems. The Russian military has not been asked to undertake
complex technological or logistical operations for at least three decades. Its more
recent military actions, such as the bombing of Syria, were quite straightforward
operations, in which aircraft could be used to terrorize an enemy that could not
efficiently fire back.
To truly understand a military’s effectiveness, analysts must investigate not only how
it looks on a spreadsheet but also how it may function in the chaos and pressure of a
battlefield. War is an extremely difficult and complex business.
Western strategists cannot go back in time and alter their earlier assessments. Any
system with a widespread consensus that an excellent and modernized Russian
military would conquer Ukraine in a matter of days is a system in crisis.
We can, and must, try to do better next time. If world leaders have a better
understanding of the potential difficulties of any war in East Asia, for example,
perhaps they will realize how hard the outcome of such a confrontation is to predict.

If the Chinese tried an amphibious landing on Taiwan, for instance, they would be
undertaking maybe the most complex wartime operation, and one that their military
has never attempted before.
I can’t tell you what would happen, but I know it would not go according to plan. War
never does.
***Editor's note: The opinions in this article are the author's, as published by our
content partner, and do not represent the views of MSN or Microsoft.

What Are Conscripts in Russia? Vladimir Putin Orders Over 100,000 More
Jack Dutton - The Newsweek

Alexei Danichev/Getty
Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on Thursday ordering 134,500 new
conscripts into the army as part of Russia's annual spring draft amid its war with
Ukraine.
Russia's Defense Ministry denied that these conscripts had been enlisted to fight in
Ukraine, where Moscow's forces have met strong resistance since invading on
February 24.
The use of conscription—compulsory military service—is contentious, particularly the
use of conscripts in wars.
Russia's Ministry of Defense admitted for the first time on March 9 that Russian
conscripts were fighting in Ukraine and that some had been taken prisoner,
contradicting Putin's statement the previous day that only "professional servicemen”
were involved.

The meaning of "conscripts" varies between countries. Russian conscription dates
back to the 17th century. In Russia, it is mandatory for all men aged between 18 and
27 and they are drafted for 12 months. The latest decree signed by Putin on Thursday
says that the military draft runs from April 1 to July 15 and includes men in that age
range.
Putin May Not Be 'Fully Informed' By His Military Advisers On Ukraine War
The mandatory service term for conscription in Russia was reduced from two years to
one year in 2008. Russian authorities can punish people who avoid the draft by fines
of up to 200,000 rubles ($2,420) or even imprisonment.
Putin justified his "special military operation” in Ukraine by saying he aimed to
"de-nazify” Ukraine's leaders. The war has killed thousands on both sides, including
Ukrainian civilians, and displaced millions from their homes, leading many to flee
Ukraine and take refuge in other countries.
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said on Tuesday that conscripts called to
serve in the military in this latest draft would be deployed to their assigned bases in
late May, according to Reuters.
"Most military personnel will undergo professional training in training centers for
three to five months. Let me emphasize that recruits will not be sent to any hot spots,"
he said in a statement published on the ministry's website.
Western officials and military analysts have been highly critical of the Russian army's
performance in Ukraine. The head of British spy agency Government
Communications Headquarters (GCHQ), Jeremy Fleming, said on Thursday Russian
troops in Ukraine suffering from low morale were refusing to follow orders,
sabotaging their own equipment and had even accidentally shot down one of their
own aircraft.
In Ukraine, men aged between 18 and 60 were banned from leaving the country at the
beginning of the war, in case they were needed to fight Russian forces.
Many Western countries that are not at war— such as Germany, the United States
and the United Kingdom —do not have mandatory conscription and their militaries
are entirely made up of volunteers.
The last time the U.S. army had active conscription was in 1973. There was
conscription during the American Revolutionary War, the American Civil War, both
world wars, the Korean War and the Vietnam War.
The U.K. had a policy of mandatory conscription in both world wars, and after World
War II retained it until 1960. The last conscripted soldiers left the service in 1963.

'NATO's Been Defeated’ By Russia in Ukraine, British Ex-General Says
Darragh Roche - Newsweek

Bethany Clarke/Getty Images
A retired UK army general has said Russia has "defeated” the NATO military
alliance through the ongoing invasion of Ukraine, and urged countries to develop "a
defensive counter-strategy” against Russian President Vladimir Putin.
General Sir Nick Parker, who served as commander of British land forces,
told BBC Radio 4's Today program on Thursday that Russia had called NATO's "bluff”
by launching an attack on its neighbor.
His comments come as the UK Ministry of Defence warned they expect "heavy
fighting” in the suburbs of the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv, despite Russia withdrawing
some of its forces, while shelling and missile attacks have continued in the Chernihiv
region.
Russia-Ukraine Timeline Update Week 5: Over 4 Million Refugees Flee
"Slightly controversially I suppose, NATO's been defeated, NATO's bluff was called,”
Parker said on Thursday morning.
"We were unable to stop the Russians trampling all over Ukraine and now NATO is
holding the line of the 2004 expansion, along the line of the Baltic states and Poland
and Hungary and Romania,” the retired general said.
"And what it has to do is to defend that line, it's in what in military terms we would
call a defensive position,” he went on.
"And I don't think it has the capacity to move on to the offensive with its 30 nations all
with slightly different views.”
"We need to have a smaller coalition of nations who can start to develop an offensive
counter-strategy to Putin," Parker said.
Formed in 1949 with the signing of the Washington Treaty, NATO is a security
alliance of 30 countries from North America and Europe, with a "goal to safeguard
the Allies' freedom and security by political and military means,” stated its website.

Its charter adds that an "attack against one Ally is an attack against all," embodying
a "promise of collective defense."
Newsweek has asked NATO for comment.
NATO is not directly involved in the ongoing conflict and the military alliance has
refused to impose a no-fly zone over Ukraine because of concerns over a direct clash
with Russian forces.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has previously called for a NATO no-fly
zone and strongly criticized the organization's refusal to impose one.
However, the U.S. and its NATO allies have provided Ukraine with humanitarian and
military aid, including anti-tank and anti-aircraft missiles, as well as imposing harsh
sanctions on Russia.
The Russian invasion of Ukraine is now in its fifth week and Russia has been accused
of breaking a promise to scale back its military activities around Kyiv and Chernihiv.
Russia agreed on Wednesday to halt the fighting around the southeastern port city of
Mariupol to allow civilians to evacuate through a humanitarian corridor, and
Ukraine's deputy prime minister Iryna Vereshchuk said on Thursday that her country
was sending 45 buses to the city from Zaporizhzhia, about 136 miles away.
In a video posted to Telegram, Verschchuk said 17 buses had already been sent and
added: "We will do everything possible to ensure that buses arrive in Mariupol today
and pick up people who have not yet been able to get out of the city."

Is Dubai Becoming a Haven For Wealthy Russians Seeking to Avoid Sanctions?
TheStreet Staff

TheStreet

As retaliation for Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine, the United States, the U.K.
and the European Union have begun aggressively sanctioning the country. It's been
cut off from the Olympics and any Western entertainment company you could name.
They've also begun seizing the yachts, houses and other assets of Russian oligarchs
who are listed as being close to Putin, the Kremlin on the invasion itself.
Now, wealthy Russian businessmen are now flocking to the United Arab Emirates,
and especially Dubai.
No Sanctions In Dubai
The UAE has not cut ties with Russia, and it abstained on a U.S.-led resolution to
condemn the invasion of Ukraine at the U.N. Security Council.
It is not sanctioning anyone affiliated with Russia, and is still welcoming direct flights
from Moscow.
So this explains why Roman Abramovich, an oligarch who owns Chelsea Football
Club, has recently been spotted house hunting in the Palm Jumeirah, a manmade
island filled with luxury houses.
Abramovich is being eyed by the U.S. for aggressive sanctions, after receiving them
from the U.K. and the European Union.
Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky has reportedly advised President Joe Biden to
hold off sanctioning Abramovich, who he said could act as a go-between with Russia
to negotiate peace.
Russian businessmen are also attempting to move assets to the UAE, and jets
belonging Abramovich and other high-profile Russian oligarchs have been spotted in
the area, Bloomberg reports.
U. S. Treasury officials have raised concerns that CIPS — the Chinese international
yuan payment system — may be being used to route money to the UAE and
circumvent U.S. sanctions, now that Russia has been kicked off the SWIFT global
transaction messaging system.
But many Russian businessmen with legitimate sources of revenue and no ties to the
state government are worried about being caught in the crossfire, and are trying to
restructure ownership of their assets so as not to be sanctioned.
The UAE Comes Under Fire
Putin's actions and the Russian oligarch's migrations to the UAE is bringing
unwanted attention to the country's unofficial open door policy.
The Financial Action Task Force, a global financial crimes watchdog group,
has placed the country on its gray list, alongside Panama and South Sudan, saying it
doesn't do enough to prevent the influx of money from criminal syndicates, or to stop
illicit money laundering that goes towards funding terrorism.

In response, the UAE government stated it had a "strong commitment” to working
closely with FATF on areas for improvement. The UAE seems to be actively courting
the Russian tourists and taking measures to make them feel right at home.
In addition to a number of glitzy hotels and nightclubs that facilitate many a
glamorous evening excursions, Russian style ice cream is available at the La Mer
beachside development, and other Russian-style staples have been found in local
grocery stores.

Russia trades accusations with Ukraine on drifting Black Sea mines
Reuters

Reuters/Osman Orsal
LONDON (Reuters) - Russia accused Ukraine on Thursday of laying hundreds of
mines near its coast and said some were drifting into open waters of the Black Sea
and creating dangers for merchant shipping, a day after Kyiv said Moscow was
responsible for planting mines.
The Black Sea is a major shipping route for grain, oil and oil products. Its waters are
shared by Bulgaria, Romania, Georgia and Turkey as well as Ukraine and Russia,
which have been at war since President Vladimir Putin invaded his southern
neighbour on Feb. 24.
Ukraine's foreign ministry said on Wednesday that Russia was planting naval mines
in the Black Sea as "uncontrolled drifting ammunition", turning them "into a de facto
weapon of indiscriminate action”.
Russia's defence ministry said on Thursday that from Feb. 24 to March 4, the
remnants of the Ukrainian navy's mine-sweeping forces had placed about 420 sea
anchor mines - 370 in the Black Sea and 50 in the Sea of Azov.

"As a result of storms in the Black Sea and due to unsatisfactory technical condition,
cables with bottom anchors broke on about 10 Ukrainian mines,” the defence
ministry said.
"Since then, under the influence of wind and surface currents, Ukrainian mines have
drifted freely in the western part of the Black Sea in a southerly direction ... No one
can know where the remaining Ukrainian mines are drifting today.”
Russia said Ukraine had "created a direct mine threat to transport and cargo ships of
all Black Sea countries”. Ukrainian officials did not immediately respond to a request
for comment.
Earlier this month Russia's main intelligence agency accused Ukraine of laying mines
to protect ports and said several hundred of the explosives had broken from cables
and drifted away. Kyiv dismissed that account as disinformation.
In recent days Turkish and Romanian military diving teams have been involved in
defusing stray mines around their waters.
Turkey's defence ministry said it had not yet identified the source and number of
drifting mines and had been in contact with Ukrainian and Russian counterparts over
the issue.
Tayfun Ozberk, a former senior officer with Turkey's navy, told Reuters it was difficult
to determine reliable information on the mines which were being used by both Russia
and Ukraine.
"Considering that it has been under a blockade for about two months, it seems very
unlikely that Ukraine has recently laid mines,” Ozberk said.
"In order for there to be 420 free floating mines, Ukraine must have laid 2,000-2,500
mines here. Because every mine you lay does not break, either. Therefore, the
possibility that Ukraine may have just mined this area does not make much sense to
me.”
Ozberk said it was unlikely for even old mines to break away from their thick chains
in large numbers.
Yoruk Isik, Istanbul-based geopolitical analyst and head of the Bosphorus Observer
consultancy, said if the mines threat got bigger it could require an international
response including help from Spanish, Italian, French and Greek vessels.
London's marine insurance market has widened the area of waters it considers high
risk in the region and insurance costs have soared. Five merchant vessels have been
hit by projectiles - with one of them sunk - off Ukraine's coast, with two seafarers
killed, shipping officials say.

Russia Has Shot Down A Second TB-2. It’s Too Little, Too Late To Stop Ukraine’s
Killer Drones.

David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Forbes
As the war in Ukraine enters its sixth week, Ukraine’s Bayraktar TB-2 drones still are
in action. We know that because the Russians recently shot down one of the
1,400-pound drones—and also recovered relatively intact guided missiles either from
the wreckage of that downed TB-2 or another drone Ukraine has lost.
At the same time, someone in the Ukrainian government or military has leaked a new
video from a TB-2 strike on an apparent Russian convoy.
We can’t confirm the dates for the shoot-down, the missile-recovery or the drone
strike, but together they seem to tell a story: that despite Russia’s claims that it has
shot down more TB-2s than Ukraine has admitted to acquiring, the Turkish-made,
propeller-driven robot still is part of the fight.
Indeed, it’s entirely possible the pace of TB-2 operations is increasing, thanks to
reported shipments of new air-frames.
“The Turkish way of drone warfare has proven to be an offense-dominant regime with
a clearly advantageous defense economics bill,” analyst Can Kasapoglu wrote for the
Jamestown Foundation in Washington, D.C.
That is to say, the TB-2 wrecks a lot of enemy vehicles, more than justifying the cost
of a few lost drones.
Ukraine acquired its first TB-2 in July 2021. By the time Russia widened its war on
the country on the night of Feb. 23, the Ukrainian navy and air force together
possessed around 20 drones and well as a stockpile of 14-pound, laser-guided Smart
Micro Munition missiles, whose Turkish acronym is “MAM.”
Kyiv’s drone operators and their robotic warplanes escaped the initial Russian
bombardment, reportedly by scattering away from the big air bases to smaller
airstrips or even roadways in Ukraine’s safer western half.

It took a few days for crews to set up operations—but once they did, their impact on
the war was significant. Circling over the highways around Kyiv in the north and
Kherson in the south, the drones destroyed—often with the help of artillery—no fewer
than 60 Russian vehicles that independent observers have been able to verify via
photos and videos.
“The TB-2 is a dangerous system against Russian weaponry,” Kasapoglu wrote.
In light of the thousands of vehicles Russia has lost in Ukraine, 60 might not seem like
a lot. But the TB-2’s victims disproportionately are surface-to-air missile systems,
command vehicles and artillery. In other words, high-value targets whose removal
from the battlefield exposes tanks, trucks and infantry to attack by other means.
In retaliation, the Russians have managed to shoot down just two TB-2s that analysts
have verified. The most recent documentation of a wrecked TB-2 circulated on social
media beginning on Wednesday. A day prior, photos appeared online of MAM
missiles in Russian hands, possibly from the same destroyed TB-2.
It’s worth noting that the Kremlin claims it has destroyed many, many more TB-2s
than the two we can confirm. Four on Feb. 24. Three on Feb. 27. One on March 5.
Three on March 23. And so on. By now the Russians claim they have shot down more
TB-2s than Ukraine probably ever has possessed.
It’s unclear how many TB-2s are on Kyiv’s books, of course. The Ukrainian navy and
air force started the war with around 20 air-frames and have lost at least two. But
there have been multiple reports that Turkey quietly has sold or donated additional
TB-2s to Ukraine since Feb. 23.
Most tellingly, on March 4, a Ukrainian An-124 transport flew the long way from
Poland to Turkey and back, bypassing Hungary—which has close ties to Russia and
apparently rejected an overflight request. It’s widely assumed the Antonov was
delivering to Poland a fresh batch of TB-2s, which then rode trucks or trains into
Ukraine.
Turkey’s support of Ukraine’s TB-2 force—which reportedly also includes access to
TurkSat satellites that help to extend the drones’ range—shouldn’t come as a
surprise.
Turkey is wary of Russian aggression along Turkey’s borders. Secretive shipments of
drones are a great way of leaning on the war’s outcome while maintaining a degree
of deniability.
Maybe Ukraine still has 20 TB-2s. Maybe it has more. Maybe it’s down to a dozen. In
any event, the TB-2s still are at work. The Ukrainian defense ministry makes an effort
to keep recordings of drone video-feeds under wraps in order to prevent the Russians
from zeroing in on the operators.
But lots of TB-2s videos have leaked, the most recent on March 23. That footage,
reportedly from southern Ukraine, depicts a TB-2 surveying what appears to be a
battery of Russian artillery. Ukrainian rockets streak in, damaging or destroying the
Russian guns.

Eastern Europe Mulls Iron Curtain With Belarus to Cut Off Russia
David Brennan - Newsweek

Chris McGrath/Getty Images
Poland, Latvia and Lithuania are reportedly in talks with Ukraine to close their
borders with Belarus, in a bid to block supplies to Russia.
Ukraine's ambassador to Poland, Andrii Deshchytsia, said Ukrainian officials are in
talks with the Polish government to "completely close" the country's border with
Belarus, according to Ukrainian news agency Ukrinform.
"We are holding talks with the Polish Ministry of Infrastructure, with the Polish
government, in order to completely close the border between Poland and Belarus even if the decision is not taken at the level of the European Union,” Deshchytsia
said.
Deshchytsia added that negotiations are also underway with Latvia, Lithuania and
Estonia, which doesn't have a border with Belarus.
"We also appealed to these countries so that they simultaneously close their borders
with Belarus and Russia,” he said.
"I think that if such a decision is made, it will not be necessary to wait for the decision
of the European Union— we will completely block any supplies to Russia.”
A spokesperson for Latvia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs told Newsweek that Latvia
"strongly supports current sectoral sanctions against Belarus as well as personal
sanctions against players in Belarus politics, police, military and business community
in connection to fraudulent presidential elections, hijacking of passenger airplane,
hybrid attack on the EU borders and involvement in Russia's attack on Ukraine.
"Further sanctions and restrictive measures against Belarus are being considered.”
The EU put more sanctions on Belarus last year after a Ryanair flight was diverted to
the Belarus capital Minsk and a dissident journalist on board arrested.

An Estonian diplomatic official, who did not wish to be named, told Newsweek that
Tallinn is aware of the Ukrainian proposal, but added there have been no discussions
on implementation.
Newsweek has contacted officials in Ukraine, Poland, Belarus, Russia and Lithuania
for comment.
On Wednesday night, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky thanked the U.S. for
an an additional $500 million in aid that was announced earlier that day, but called
for more assistance after Russian forces reneged on a pledge to scale back some
military operations.
Putin May Not Be 'Fully Informed’ By His Military Advisers On Ukraine War
"If we really are fighting for freedom and in defense of democracy together, then we
have a right to demand help in this difficult turning point. Tanks, aircraft, artillery
systems. Freedom should be armed no worse than tyranny,” Zelensky said in his
nightly video address, according to the Associated Press.
Russia's deputy defense minister, Alexander Fomin, told reporters on Tuesday that
Russian forces would fall back from Kyiv and Chernihiv, a city in northern Ukraine,
to "increase mutual trust and create the necessary conditions for further
negotiations.”
But Zelensky was skeptical, saying the signals "do not drown out the ruptures of
Russian shells.”
Hours later, Ukrainian authorities reported that Russian forces were shelling civilian
sites in or near Kyiv and Chernihiv.
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, now in its fifth week, has left many dead on both sides.
The number of Ukrainians who have fled the country since February 24 has topped 4
million, with the refugees representing almost 10 percent of the Ukrainian population
from before the war, according to data from the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees.
More than 2.3 million Ukrainian refugees have crossed the border into Poland, while
others have sought refuge in neighboring countries including Romania, Moldova and
Hungary.

Russian Troops Sickened by Contaminated Chernobyl Soil: Official
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

SERGEI SUPINSKY/Getty Images
Russian troops digging trenches around Chernobyl have been hospitalized following
their work next to the site of the world's worst nuclear disaster, a Ukrainian official
said.
Yaroslav Yemelianenko, a council member of the State Agency of Ukraine for
Exclusion Zone Management, posted on Facebook that Russian "terrorists” had been
digging in the Red Forest—named after the color of trees contaminated by the
disaster of April 26, 1986, and which lies within the exclusion zone.
V. N. Atomic Agency Chief Ready To Visit Chernobyl Amid Reports Of Damaged
Nuclear Sites.
W.
While nuclear experts on Twitter have been disputing whether troops could have
suffered "acute radiation syndrome” from digging in the soil, as some outlets
reported, the claim highlights the concern over nuclear power plants being caught up
in the war in Ukraine.
Newsweek has contacted the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
Yemelianenko and the Russian defense ministry for comment.
Yemelianenko said Russian troops were taken to the Republican Scientific and
Practical Center for Radiation Medicine and Human Ecology in Gomel, Belarus.
"If you have minimal intelligence in command or soldiers, these consequences could
have been avoided,” he wrote, according to a translation next to an image of a
vehicle apparently with troops, adding: "Russian soldiers are brought to this center
on a regular basis.”
Possible Radiation Exposure
Although Yemelianenko didn't say it in his post, Ukrainian and Western reports are
suggesting that the soldiers are suffering from "acute radiation syndrome.”

Environmental data group Safecast said that based on its data, Russian forces may
have been "reckless, and could get notable radiation exposure in the Red Forest,” but
that there was "not enough for Acute Radiation Sickness.”
Mark Nelson, founder of the Radiant Energy Fund, an adviser on nuclear energy, told
Newsweek that 36 years of isotope decay meant that disturbing the soil might increase
the radiation exposure of the occupying soldiers, but that "it is not plausible that it
would lead to mass acute radiation sickness.”
Russian forces took control of the Chernobyl facility on February 24, the first day of
the invasion. Workers were on duty for more than 600 hours before being allowed a
shift change. They are now understood to be back home.
Meanwhile, there were concerns that Russian troops had moved heavy military
hardware through the area. Russian soldiers drove armored vehicles through the
most contaminated area of Chernobyl's exclusion zone, kicking up clouds of
radioactive dust, Reuters reported.
On Wednesday, a Pentagon official said Russian troops were leaving the Chernobyl
facility "and moving into Belarus,” The Kyiv Independent reported.
The previous day, Russian Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Fomin said Moscow
would "cut back military activity in the direction of Kyiv and Chernihiv” to aid in
negotiations to end hostilities.

Central Asian migrants eye Russia exit amid economic pain
AFP

VYACHESLAV OSELEDKO
Weeks after returning from Russia amid sanctions triggered by Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine, Emomali Safarov has swapped construction tools for a video camera and his
old low-paid journalism job in Tajikistan's capital Dushanbe.

He has not yet planned his next steps, but, for the moment, 24-year-old Safarov's
feelings are those of relief as the Tajik national reflects on his hasty exit from Russia,
just two days after the war with Ukraine began on February 24.
"I was speaking to migrants who have been working in Russia for 30 years. They told
me that it is impossible to compare today's Russia with the Russia of old. The
situation is very bad. Work has become very difficult,” Safarov said as he filmed
paralympic athletes in Dushanbe for a news outlet.
Hundreds of thousands of nationals of former Soviet countries in Central Asia are
facing similar choices: shrinking work opportunities in Russia and wages in the
weakened ruble versus a return to the homeland where they have family homes, but
even fewer job prospects.
It wasn't always this way.
Russia's continuous economic growth during President Vladimir Putin's first two
terms in office, powered by rising energy prices, set the stage for a swell of migration
from countries like Tajikistan, where remittances typically equate to between a
quarter and two-fifths of GDP.
But successive economic setbacks, most notably the double whammy of Western
sanctions over the Kremlin's first invasion of Ukraine in 2014 and the oil price crash,
have led to tighter margins for guest workers feeding families back home.
Since Russian forces poured into Ukraine the ruble has fallen by around a fifth, with
Western forecasters predicting an economic contraction of between five and 10
percent this year and a continuing recession in 2023.
The World Bank in March forecasted that the real value of remittances sent to
Tajikistan would fall by 22 percent this year, scrapping its pre-invasion forecast of a
two percent rise.
For Safarov, the bleak economic outlook in Russia was compounded by police raids
on his and other migrants' places of residence, which he said grew in frequency in the
build-up to the invasion.
"We need to stop going to Russia in search of work. We need to find a path to work
in Europe," Safarov told AFP.
- Remittances already falling Tajikistan, a majority-Muslim country of 9.5 million is the poorest of the 15 republics
that gained independence from the Soviet Union in the 1990s.
Average monthly salaries hover around $100.
By earning up to $700 per month on building sites in Moscow and in Russia-annexed
Crimea prior to the invasion, Safarov was able to send double that amount to his wife
and child.
But women gathered outside a bank in central Dushanbe earlier in March told AFP
that cash transfers sent by male relatives toiling in Russia were falling in local

currency terms, despite the Tajik somoni sliding around 14 percent under pressure
from the ailing ruble.
"(They have fallen) by 10 to 20 percent,” said Nargis Mukhammedova, 44, who
receives transfers from her son, a delivery worker in the Moscow region.
"My son says things there are getting worse. One day there is work, the next there
isn't,” said another woman, Zulfiya Aminova, 52, as a third woman began
complaining about the rising cost of flour.
- 'Big worry' The economy of Tajikistan's neighbour Kyrgyzstan has even more exposure to the
Russian labour market, according to World Bank data, with over four-fifths of total
remittances sent from Russia in the first three quarters of 2021 compared to 58
percent in Tajikistan's case.
The World Bank's preliminary projection that the dollar value of remittances could
fall by a third in Kyrgyzstan this year will alarm policy-makers in the mountainous,
import-dependent country of just under seven million people.
Chynarkan Sydykova, a leading member of a Kyrgyz diaspora association in the
Russian Siberian city of Novosibirsk, has returned to the Kyrgyz capital, Bishkek, to
care for a family member.
She told AFP that compatriots still in Russia have bombarded her with phone calls,
asking her about ways to return home and find work.
Western sanctions will hit Kyrgyzstan particularly hard, the 51-year-old warned, due
to the prevalence of Kyrgyz workers in retail and hospitality in major Russian cities,
where big-name brands such as McDonald's have suspended operations.
"We have over 100,000 unemployed here (in Kyrgyzstan). If (migrants) return, where
will they work, how will they feed their families? This is a big worry,” Sydykova said.
Carlsbad's Viasat Still Targeted by Hackers Who Disabled Satellite Modems in
Ukraine
Times of San Diego

Times of San Diego

Hackers who crippled tens of thousands of satellite modems in Ukraine and across
Europe are still trying to hobble Carlsbad satellite communications company Viasat
as it works to bring its users back online, a company official told Reuters.
Viasat has been working to recover after a cyber-attack remotely disabled satellite
modems just as Russian forces pushed into Ukraine in the early hours of Feb. 24. The
official said a parallel attack was launched at almost exactly the same time and used
“high volumes of focused, malicious traffic” to try and overwhelm Viasat’s network
and was still ongoing.
“We’re still witnessing some deliberate attempts,” the official said Tuesday. He said
that Viasat was so far resisting the hackers with defensive measures but that “we’ve
been seeing repeated attempts by this attacker to alter that pattern to test those new
mitigations and defenses.”
The official — who spoke on the condition that he not be identified — briefed Reuters
ahead of a report being published early Wednesday which outlines how the hackers
systematically sabotaged satellite modems across Europe — and in Ukraine in
particular — on the morning of Russia’s invasion.
The exact effect of the outage on Ukraine still is not clear, but the disruptive hack
triggered “a really huge loss in communications” at the outset of the conflict,
Ukrainian cyber-security official Victor Zhora told reporters during a briefing on
March 15.
Few other details have been released since. On Friday, the Washington Post said that
U.S. analysts believed that the hackers were working for Russia’s military intelligence
agency. The report did not identify the hackers and the Viasat official said the
company would not be commenting on who might be responsible.
The Russian Embassy in Washington has not responded to repeated attempts to seek
comment about the hack. Viasat’s report said that the intruders took advantage of a
misconfigured virtual private networking device to gain remote access to the
management network for the company’s KA-SAT satellite, which is run by an
Italy-based company called Skylogic and serves customers across Europe.
Skylogic did not immediately return a message late Tuesday.
The report said that it was from inside the network that the hackers sent rogue
commands to tens of thousands of modems all at once, overwriting key chunks of data
in the device’s memory and rendering them inoperable.
The report said the disruptive hack began about 6:15 a.m. Ukraine time on Feb. 24
and would eventually cripple a majority of Viasat’s modems in Ukraine. The parallel
attack using malicious traffic began about an hour earlier.
The company declined to provide a global figure of stricken devices but the report
said that nearly 30,000 fresh modems had already been shipped to distributors to
bring customers back online.

Russia’s War Lacks a Battlefield Commander, U.S. Officials Say
Helene Cooper & Eric Schmitt - New York Times

Russian Defense Ministry, via EPA/Shutterstock
WASHINGTON — Russia is running its military campaign against Ukraine out of
Moscow, with no central war commander on the ground to call the shots, according
to American officials who have studied the five-week-old war.
That centralized approach may go a long way to explain why the Russian war effort
has struggled in the face of stiffer-than-expected Ukrainian resistance, the officials
said.
The lack of a unifying military leader in Ukraine has meant that Russian air, ground
and sea units are not in sync. Their disjointed battlefield campaigns have been
plagued by poor logistics, flagging morale and between 7,000 and 15,000 military
deaths, senior U.S. officials and independent analysts say.
It has also contributed to the deaths of at least seven Russian generals as
high-ranking officers are pushed to the front lines to untangle tactical problems that
Western militaries would leave to more junior officers or senior enlisted personnel.
A senior American official said that NATO officials and the intelligence community
had spent weeks waiting for a Russian war commander to emerge. No one has,
leaving Western officials to conclude that the men making decisions are far from the
fight, back in Moscow: Defense Minister Sergei K. Shoigu; Gen. Valery Gerasimov,
the chief of the general staff of the Russian military; and even President Vladimir V.
Putin.

Daniel Berehulak for The New York Times Ukrainian soldiers inspecting a destroyed
Russian tank in Irpin, Ukraine, this week.
On Wednesday, Biden administration officials, citing declassified U.S. intelligence,
said that Mr. Putin had been misinformed by his advisers about the Russian military’s
problems in Ukraine.
The intelligence, American officials said, also showed what appeared to be growing
tension between Mr. Putin and Mr. Shoigu, who was once among the most trusted
members of the Kremlin’s inner circle.
Russian officials have disputed the American intelligence assertion, with the Kremlin
on Thursday calling it a “complete misunderstanding” of the situation that could
have “bad consequences.”
But it is hard to run a military campaign from 500 miles away, U.S. military officials
said. The distance alone, they said, can lead to a disconnect between the troops who
are doing the fighting and the war plans being drawn up in Moscow. Instead of
streamlining the process, they said, Russia has created a military machine that is
unable to adapt to a quick and nimble Ukrainian resistance.
A second senior American official said that Russian soldiers, who have been taught
not to make a single move without explicit instructions from superiors, had been left
frustrated on the battlefield, while Mr. Putin, Mr. Shoigu and General Gerasimov
continued to plot increasingly out-of-touch strategy.
This top-down approach means that Moscow transmits instructions to generals in the
field, who then transmit them to troops, who are told to follow those instructions no
matter the situation on the ground.
“It shows up in the mistakes that are being made,” said retired Gen. Wesley K. Clark,
who served as NATO’s supreme allied commander for Europe during the Kosovo
war.

Last week, Ukrainian forces blew up the Russian warship Orsk, which had docked in
southern Ukraine. Describing the incident, General Clark asked: “Who would be
crazy enough to dock a ship in a port” before first securing the area?
That the Russian planners who sent the Orsk into the port were inattentive to the
potential danger shows that no one is questioning decisions coming from the top,
officials said. The troops at the bottom are not empowered to point out flaws in
strategy that should be obvious, they said.
Military analysts said a complex chain of events, originating with a broken-down
command structure that begins in Moscow, had led to the deaths of the Russian
generals.
“I do not see the kind of coherent organizational architecture that one would have
expected given the months of exercises and presumably even longer period of
planning in advance of the invasion,” retired Gen. David H. Petraeus, who served as
the head of the military’s Central Command and as the top commander in Iraq and
Afghanistan, said in an email.
In an American war command structure, a four-star field commander would
coordinate and synchronize all subordinate air, land and naval forces, as well as
special operations and cyber-operations. The campaign would have a main objective,
a center of gravity, with operations supporting that goal.
In the case of the deaths of some of the Russian generals, for instance, the problem
originated far away from the battlefield, when Moscow did not respond quickly
enough after Ukraine jammed Russian communications, the analysts said.
Mr. Putin’s own dishonest portrayal of the mission of the Russian military may have
hurt the ability to prosecute the effort, which the Russian president initially presented
publicly as a limited military operation. General Clark said that was standard
Russian military practice.
He recalled teaching a class of Ukrainian generals in 2016 in Kyiv and trying to
explain what an American military “after-action review” was. He told them that after
a battle involving American troops, “everybody got together and broke down what
happened.”
“The colonel has to confess his mistakes in front of the captain,” General Clark said.
“He says, ‘Maybe I took too long to give an order.’”
After hearing him out, the Ukrainians, General Clark said, told him that could not
work. “They said, ‘We’ve been taught in the Soviet system that information has to be
guarded and we lie to each other,’” he recalled.
Mr. Putin’s decision to send the Chechen warlord Ramzan Kadyrov to the besieged
Ukrainian city of Mariupol this week for a victory lap despite the fact that Mariupol
has not fallen yet demonstrates the Russian president’s continued belief that the
biggest battle is the information one, said Andrei Soldatov, a Russian security
services expert.

The feared Chechen “is a general, not a real military commander,” he said, adding,
“This shows that what Putin still believes is that propaganda is the most important
thing here.”
Russian officials are now signaling that Mr. Putin might be lowering his war
ambitions and focusing on the eastern Donbas region, though military analysts said it
remained to be seen whether that would constitute a meaningful shift or a maneuver
to distract attention ahead of another offensive.
The Russian army has already committed more than half of its total combat forces to
the fight, including its most elite units. Moscow is now tapping reinforcements from
outside Russia, including Georgia, as well as rushing mercenaries from the Wagner
Group, a private military company, to eastern Ukraine.
Mr. Putin has also signed a decree calling up 134,000 conscripts.
“They seem to have no coherent concept of the amount of force it will take to defeat
the Ukrainian regular and territorial forces in urban terrain, and to retain what they
destroy or overrun,” said Jeffrey J. Schloesser, a retired two-star Army general who
commanded U.S. forces in eastern Afghanistan.
“Hundreds of thousands of more Russian or allied troops will be necessary to do so.”

Tech giants built digital dragnets to stop Russian propaganda—here’s how it still
seeps through
Claire Goforth - Daily Dot
Since Russia invaded Ukraine in late February, pro-Russian propaganda about the
war proliferated across the internet.

Daily Dot Caricature of Russian President Vladimir Putin in an election hacking
concept - in a dark hoodie, at a laptop with binary code.

It may not entirely be the work of the Kremlin, but useful rubes, enthusiastic
right-wingers, and people eager to share have led to a maelstrom of misleading
videos and claims, despite all the efforts of social media platforms to restrict it.
The ease with which it can seep across the internet—despite the biggest tech giants
gathering together to create a digital dragnet—reveals that no clampdown can ever
fully achieve its intended purpose given the scope, reach, and sheer numbers of users
online.
Ukraine’s online efforts have been met by a public eager to share good news, cast the
nation in a positive light, and share tales of the Russian misdeeds, tilting the
appearance of who is winning the online information war. Russia, despite an online
uphill battle, continues a push that to some extent is successfully portraying its
invasion as justified and undermining support for Ukraine.
University of Nevada, Las Vegas researcher Mary Blankenship studies online
disinformation, misinformation, and propaganda. Blankenship, who is from Ukraine,
said information warfare is a “huge aspect” of Russia’s assault on her home country.
She described Russia’s effort as international, intentional, and sophisticated.
“Russia has a lot of experience, especially within social media and spreading
disinformation,” Blankenship told the Daily Dot. “That was brought to light starting
with the election back in 2016 with how prevalent it is,” she added, referring to
Russia’s effort to influence the United States’ elections.
The Kremlin is using this skill at creating and disseminating propaganda and
disinformation online, where a single image or post can go viral and change minds
all over the globe.
On March 16, Russia bombed the Donetsk Regional Drama Theatre in Mariupol,
Ukraine where civilians were sheltering. An estimated 300, among them many women
and children, perished. In the immediate aftermath, Russia hastened to blame Ukraine
for the bombing.
The Russian Ministry of Defense denied responsibility. State-run media outlets TASS
and ANNA News claimed that the theater was blown up by Ukrainian Neo-Nazis from
the Azov Battalion.
Part of the Ukrainian National Guard, the Azov movement’s roots are in far-right
extremism. Members today deny “allegations of fascism, Nazism and racism,”
per CNN.
Azov comprises a slim fraction of Ukraine’s total forces. In spite of its miniscule size,
Russia uses the Azov Battalion as a scapegoat for its invasion.
Following the theater bombing, Russian sympathizers, among them many American
right-wing figures and media, amplified Russia’s version of events. Conservative
journalist Max Blumenthal claimed that Azov Battalion staged the bombing as a false
flag attack to convince the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to intervene in
the war.

This “false flag” claim continues circulating.

Daily Dot Tech giants built digital dragnets to stop Russian propaganda—here’s how
it still seeps through
Meanwhile, despite tech giants’ crackdowns, posts supportive of Russia bounce
rapidly from platform to platform, at times being slightly altered in an internet
version of “telephone.”
One is a video of a man protesting Canada providing aid to Ukraine. The camera
swings around as he approaches the stage at an event in a conference room. "Stop
escalating the war. Stop sending arms," he shouts.
"Why didn't you push Kyiv to sign the Minsk accord? No to NATO. Shame on you.
You're going to push us to World War III.”
The man holding the camera is Yves Engler, a Canadian author and opponent of
NATO. Engler posted the footage of himself interrupting a speech by Canadian
Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly on Twitter last week, where it amassed 350,000 views
in days.
Engler tweeted that he interrupted the speech to “challenge Canada’s escalation of
violence in Ukraine, weapons deliveries and NATO.”
This was just the beginning of the video's journey.
Russian state media picked up the video and twisted the message. Both RT (formerly
Russia Today) and Sputnik News covered Engler’s one-man protest.
RT’s coverage of the video claims the “west” provoked it to invade. Blaming the west
and NATO is one of many theories Russia is pushing to justify its preemptive attack
on its neighbor.
Engler’s video and Russia’s coverage of it was reposted by QAnon conspiracy
theorists and far-right figures in the United States, many of whom have taken Russia’s
side in the war, and in other pro-Russia spaces.
Tech companies have restricted and in some areas blocked access to Russia state
media like RT and Sputnik News, but their reporting continues flowing from platforms

that haven’t. From there it spreads across the web, polluting the information
ecosystem with disinformation and propaganda.

Daily Dot Engler's video posted in a private Facebook group for "Russia military
lovers.”
The video is just one of thousands of photos and videos floating around the internet
that are part of Russia’s push to control the online war discourse.
“The problem is it completely catapults the discussion of the real issue and transfers
it into sideline discussions of what are specific topics or specific facts that are true or
not,” disinformation researcher Blankenship said.
“In this scenario it can delay action or completely stop action by political figures or
institutions.”
In war, even a minor delay or inaction can be the difference of life or death, she
added. Facebook groups, Twitter accounts, Telegram channels, and other spaces
online—some with tens of thousands of members—are rife with propaganda favoring
Russia.
The posts on these platforms repeat false information, such as Russia’s claim that its
bombing of a Ukrainian maternity hospital was actually staged, that it invaded to
liberate Ukraine, or that the nation—led by a Jewish descendant of Holocaust
survivors—has descended into neo-Nazism.

Russia has insisted that its aim is the “denazification” and “demilitarization” of
Ukraine, an argument Ukraine and most of the world rejects. People in these online
spaces also accuse Ukraine of committing the very atrocities Russia has been accused
of in the war and portray its invasion as a humanitarian mission to rescue a neighbor
rather than an unprovoked attack on a sovereign nation.
People post photos and videos of Russian soldiers appearing to feed and care for
people identified as Ukrainians, of damaged Ukrainian military equipment, and
Ukrainians wounded or killed in the war—casting Russia as both triumphant and
humanitarian.
Above all, people insist that Russia will and should be the ultimate victor. Even as
reports emerge of Russian soldiers dying by the thousands, abandoning military
equipment, and retreating, some online insist Russia is winning.
Blankenship said that Russia’s propaganda campaign has two aims: to motivate and
to intimidate.
The photos below of Russian military equipment and soldiers are designed to
intimidate. Pro-Kremlin media outlet ANNA News credited the images to a “war
correspondent” for VGTRK, a Russian state television and radio outlet.

Daily Dot Post from a pro-Russia subreddit.

Daily Dot Posts from this Russian Telegram channel, Military Informant, rapidly
spread across the web.

Daily Dot The same photos were quickly posted to Twitter.

Daily Dot The images were posted in this private Facebook group within minutes of
appearing on Telegram.

The earliest example the Daily Dot found of the above images of the Russian invasion
was in the Russian language Military Informant Telegram channel on March 22.
Within hours, the photos appeared on multiple platforms.
When a member of a pro-Russia subreddit where one of the images was posted
expressed dismay at the destruction and wondered how Ukraine will recover, the
person who posted the photo replied, “It’ll heal under Russia’s control.” The pictures
were also reposted by a Twitter user who describes themselves as an “ANNA
enthusiast” and routinely tweets articles by ANNA News.
The admin of a private Facebook group with thousands of members who post images
of military equipment from the war reposted the photos and received universally
positive reactions.
In these spaces, there’s a steady drumbeat of opposition to the widely accepted notion
that Ukraine is the victim of an unprovoked assault ordered by Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
Support for Russia runs rampant in many private Facebook groups where people post
admiring photos and videos of Russian military equipment and soldiers. Memes and
crude cartoons are also common, as are graphic images of those killed or wounded.
Often posts in these spaces have Russian watermarks or logos.
Many, such as the one below of a Russian soldier stepping on a Ukrainian flag with a
graffiti swastika crossed out with red paint on a wall nearby, push Russia’s false
claim that Ukraine has been taken over from within by neo-Nazis.

Daily Dot This image posted in a private Facebook group is designed to portray
Ukraine as overrun by neo-Nazis.

These spaces serve to both spread and sanitize propaganda. It’s often unclear
whether the content has a Russian source or is possibly being spread by a Russian
troll farm, such as the infamous Internet Research Agency (IRA) that meddled in the
2016 election.
ProPublica reported earlier this month that the IRA appears to be behind much
anti-Ukraine propaganda circulating online. Blankenship said that Russia utilizes
automatic and semiautomatic bots in addition to troll farms and that it tends to favor
Twitter, Facebook, VK, and Telegram as platforms to disseminate propaganda and
disinformation.
She said that Russia ramped up its online efforts as early as February. That month,
Blankenship tracked a 141% increase in the number of new Twitter accounts
registered from the previous February in Nevada alone.
“You’ll get newly made accounts and all they’ll talk about is try to tweet and re-tweet
a certain hashtag….” she said. “Two weeks ago there was a hashtag that was
trending that says #istandwithputin.”
The Daily Dot also found posts by people attempting to identify the location of
Ukrainian soldiers and volunteers to mark them for death.
In a video circulated widely on multiple platforms last week, foreigner volunteers for
the Ukrainian war effort film from inside an apartment in Ukraine.
“British mercenaries in Kyiv! They will soon be found out!!” an administrator of a
private Facebook group with tens of thousands of subscribers captioned the video.
The Daily Dot found the same video on Telegram and Twitter the same day as the
March 22 Facebook post. Commentates wished the men death and worked to identify
their location.
“Where's [a] hypersonic missile when you need it,” wrote one on Telegram. A Twitter
user replied to the video, “If I can already figure out what building this is, then these
guys are toast. Reddit army....”
Propaganda always spreads on both sides of any conflict. On the Ukraine side,
there's the tale of a mythical “Ghost of Kyiv,” a Ukrainian pilot that supposedly shot
down six Russian jets in a single day in February. Photo and video evidence of the
so-called Ghost has been debunked.
Disinformation researchers like Blankenship point out that Ukraine doesn’t have a
robust propaganda machine like the Kremlin, nor its many years of experience,
however.
“On the Ukrainian side there is not nearly as much disinformation and propaganda,”
said Blankenship, who is from Ukraine.
“When you have tweets about Ukraine most of them are just to stand in solidarity and
support for Ukraine.”
In recent years, Russia’s propaganda machine has been described as “a firehose of
falsehood.”

Now Russia has put that machine to work on how its invasion of Ukraine and Ukraine
itself is perceived. Last month, the Economist reported it is “running at full throttle”
to control the narrative about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Each post about Ukrainian neo-Nazis or Russian success on the battlefield, or the
humanitarian acts of Russian soldiers that filters from Russian media and
sympathizers across the web is a symbolic missile with the ability to impact multiple
targets across multiple platforms.
Some of the barrages are stopped, but given the voluminous volleys, plenty still
detonate.
The post Tech giants built digital dragnets to stop Russian propaganda—here’s how
it still seeps through appeared first on The Daily Dot.
An anonymous Twitter account built 60,000 followers translating Chinese
propaganda about the Ukraine war and is setting off an international firestorm
Weilun Soon - Business Insider

A Twitter account, The Great Translation Movement, has been translating
nationalistic views on Chinese-language social-media platforms into foreign
languages. Here, a Chinese mobile phone user looks at her mobile phone at a local
market on September 19, 2020 in Beijing, China. Kevin Frayer/Getty Images.
The Great Translation Movement Twitter account translates Chinese-language posts
into English. It's attracted thousands of followers — and criticism from state media
calling it a "smear campaign.”
The translations are fascinating for Westerners but experts say social media doesn't
necessarily represent what the Chinese think.

On Zhihu, China's version of Quora, a user wrote that Ukrainian president
Volodymyr Zelenskyy started last year to mobilize troops to the country's border with
Russia and began firing across the border.
On Bilibili, a Chinese YouTube-like video- streaming site, a user commented that "the
ones that understand (Russian President) Putin the most are not Russian youths, but
Chinese youths.”
These popular posts and comments, written in Chinese, have found a large receptive
audience within China's highly-regulated cyber-sphere, but they are
incomprehensible to Western users who don't speak the language, and can't access
Chinese internet services.
A Twitter account, The Great Translation Movement, is now translating Chinese
social media posts into English, Japanese, Korean, French, and Arabic. It's been only
three weeks since its first post, but the account today has about 300 posts and more
than 60,000 followers.
It's also mentioned in Switzerland's paper of record Neue Zürcher Zeitung, and the
Chinese versions of Voice of America and DW News.

The Great Translation Movement is also drawing a different kind of attention —
criticism from the Chinese establishment.

State-run media have called the tweets a "smear campaign” against the Chinese,
since the majority of the account's posts highlight inaccurate information, or China's
Russian sympathies.
"What kind of people are behind the 'Great Translation Movement’? Why do they see
only hatred and negative messages from Chinese internet in their eyes?" China's
state-run paper Global Times wrote last week.
In response, the anonymous owners of the account said they choose to publish the
most popular or viral posts or comments to "convey the thoughts of the Chinese
masses as precisely as possible.”
The rapid rise of The Great Translation Movement is indicative of Western appetite to
understand China's biases through the accessible lens of social media posts. Experts
cautioned, however, against over-relying on online sentiment to indicate what a 1.4
billion-strong population thinks.
"We do have an information gap between China and the West, and not many social
media users in the West are able to dive into Weibo and grasp the Chinese online
sentiments and expressions,” said Maria Repnikova, an assistant professor at
Georgia State University who's fluent in Mandarin and Russian, of the account's
popularity.
But, she added, the account makes some of its own editorial decisions, "picking very
provocative posts, which are attention-grabbing.”

The account focuses on popular posts that it thinks can represent mainstream opinion
in China.
The operators behind The Great Translation Movement declined to provide their
identities to Insider, and have publicly remained anonymous.
The account's public posts and moderator responses Insider indicate that they are
fluent in Chinese. Some of them appear more comfortable writing English than others.
And they appear aware of news reporting outside of China, using foreign news to
juxtapose with what Chinese media and social-media users are saying.
In written answers to Insider, the moderators said they stay anonymous for "personal
safety concerns.”
"We are operating in a completely anonymous way where no one asks for personal
information from each other. Our best guess is that most of us are ethnically Chinese,”
they wrote.
The moderators told Insider that their intention is to be a "whistleblower for the rest
of the world” about China's intentions, and to criticize what they described as "the
banal evil of the Chinese people. They added that internal propaganda in China is
war-mongering and promotes "even fascism.”

Through contributions from followers, volunteers collect screenshots or links to
popular posts in Chinese on major internet platforms such as Weibo, Douyin (the
Chinese-language version of TikTok), messaging service WeChat, and Bilibili, the
managers said.
Translators will then decide which ones to translate, with a strong focus on
controversial news reports from China's state-controlled media and comments that
respond to these posts, they said. Controversial comments will be left as-is so that
readers can judge for themselves, they said.
Because China requires each social media account to be tied to a national identity,
the account's managers say that indicates real people are behind the comments.
"We believe these (internet) platforms can represent the mainstream opinion of
Chinese people from their popularity,” they said.
The account has its roots in a Reddit forum called ChonglangTV, where followers
began translating social media posts in February, said the account's managers.
After the board was shut down over doxxing concerns, some users decided to set up
The Great Translation Movement account on Twitter. The account's managers said
they receive more than 50 contributions every day, and post about five to ten of them
each day.

Insider has previously documented how falsehoods about the war are allowed to
spread on Chinese social media platforms.
China has consistently avoided publicly condemning Russia for its invasion and
instead, emphasized the two countries' close relations.
Chinese state-run media, in turn, echo these views. And in the absence of access to
foreign reporting from within China, the pro-Russia position dominates online.
"Most people in China, unlike the free world, have very limited access to information
due to the 'Great Firewall’ and heavy censorship which then turns the entire country
into an echo chamber,” said the moderators of The Great Translation Movement.

The West is doing its best to cripple Russia's economy with sanctions, but the
Kremlin is still making good on its debt
Huileng Tan - Business Insider

Russian President Vladimir Putin's administration has met the country's external debt
obligations so far. Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images
Russia has been meeting its debt obligation despite sweeping sanctions over the
Ukraine war. The Kremlin says Russia has the ability to pay its debts, but that the
West wants it to default. A default would impact Russia's credit trustworthiness,
making it harder for the country to borrow.
Even after the US and its allies have imposed sweeping sanctions on Russia,
President Vladimir Putin's administration has been able to service the country's
debts.
Investors have been closely watching Russia's debt payments in anticipation of a
default that could ripple through the country's financial system and beyond.

But Russia once again averted a default on Thursday when it sent $447 million in
dollar bond payments processed by JPMorgan, sources told Bloomberg.
"There have been questions about the ability and willingness to pay on the part of the
Russian government, but this is all happening within the context of sanctions.”
Hassan Malik, an expert in the Russian finance system and a senior sovereign analyst
at Boston-based investment management consultancy Loomis Sayles, told Insider.
"That's what makes this current situation very different from a run-of-the-mill,
emerging market debt crisis,” he added.
A Russia default event would hit the country more than it would impact the world's
financial system.
Sanctions are hindering Russia's foreign currency debt payments, as they need to go
through international intermediaries. The Kremlin has on at least two occasions
accused the West of trying to engineer an "artificial default” with those sanctions.
"The fact is that from the very beginning we have said that Russia has all the
necessary funds and potential to prevent a default — there can be no defaults,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on March 17, per Reuters.
"Any default that could arise would have an entirely artificial character.”
Russia has so far been able to meet all its debt obligations, and it could be because
a default event would matter more to the country than it would the rest of the world.
The impact on the world's financial systems would be limited, as Russia doesn't have
extensive financial links globally, Insider's Harry Robertson reported in March.
The country's foreign debts are also pretty low, said Malik. Russia owed $39 billion
through foreign currency bonds at the end of 2021, per JPMorgan estimates. In
comparison, Greece defaulted on 205.6 billion euros ($277.5 billion) in sovereign
debt in 2012.
But a default would hit Russia's creditworthiness and "clearly make it difficult for the
government to arrange financing from other sources,” Malik said.
So for the US and its allies, "part of the strategy could be to contribute to these
financial dislocations that Russia is now suffering from as a consequence of the
moves on Ukraine,” he added.
Russia has been able to service its dollar debt in part because the US Office of
Foreign Assets Control Treasury Department on March 2 issued a temporary license
permitting US persons to receive dividends and bond payments on Russian securities
from the finance ministry, central bank, or national wealth fund.
That license is set to expire just after midnight on May 25, and Russia will still have
about $2 billion worth of external sovereign bond payments to make before the end of
2022, according to Reuters.
Russia's credit rating has been slashed to junk
Widespread condemnation of Russia's war in Ukraine and sweeping sanctions have
hit the country's credit rating.

The Big Three credit rating agencies — S&P Global, Moody's, and Fitch — have all
slashed Russia's credit rating to junk status. On March 23, Research firm MSCI said
23 investors still believed there was a 50% chance of Russia defaulting on its debt in
the next 12 months.
Before the Ukraine war, Russia's bonds were generally well-regarded, said Warut
Promboon, head of credit research at Bondcritic, an independent research firm based
in Hong Kong. Companies like gas giant Gazprom and state-owned VTB bank were
"professionally run” and gave high yields, Warut told Insider.
"They absolutely have the ability to pay,” said Warut, who has rated several Russian
bonds in the past.
However, he also said he isn't running out to buy Russian bonds right now due to the
risk from the Putin's unpredictable nature and the sheer amount of power he holds.

