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Stimulus check details we know today: New payment size, timeline,
qualifications
Jessica Dolcourt
Looking to make good on President Joe Biden's promise to "act fast," the House of
Representatives is filling in the details on Biden's $1.9 trillion stimulus plan,
including a third stimulus check for up to $1,400 per person, $400 weekly bonus
checks for unemployed Americans and a possible minimum wage increase to $15 per
hour. The goal: to sign the stimulus bill into law by March 14 using a powerful tool to
fast-track approval.

Provided by CNET A third stimulus check is coming into focus. Here's the latest news.
Sarah Tew/CNET
A lot could change between now and then, including any of the details that have
emerged so far about a third stimulus check. Right now, we have an idea of how
quickly the IRS could start sending the new, $1,400 stimulus payment, and what
happens if it lands in the middle of tax season, especially if the IRS uses your 2020 tax
return to determine your payment.
We also explain how new income limits could "target" the payment and change the
stimulus formula in multiple ways, which might result in some people getting a lot
more money this time around and others getting a smaller check -- or no money at all.
The situation around dependents is also expected to transform, potentially bringing
your family more cash, and another qualifying group could become eligible, too. This
story was recently updated.
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Several financial support programs will run by year's end with Congress' help.
Would the IRS base your third stimulus check on your 2019 or 2020 taxes?
The confluence of tax season with a third stimulus check is a huge part of the
conversation. The bottom line is that the IRS would likely base your total on income
from either your 2020 or 2019 tax returns, whichever it has most recently on file at
the time of payment. However, there are some important details that need to be
confirmed about what happens if you qualify for the full $1,400 based on your 2020
taxes, but your check was issued based on your 2019 taxes, and when you'd have to
claim the difference.
How fast could Congress approve a third stimulus check?
The COVID-19 stimulus bill could clear the House of Representatives by this month
and then go to the Senate for approval, if House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other
Democrats have their way, before Congress sends to Biden to approval by March 14.
If the Democrats' plan to use a powerful political tool works, a third stimulus check
could conceivably arrive later in March for the first wave of recipients. But whenever
the bill does pass (assuming that happens), it doesn't mean everyone would get their
funds immediately.
There are many variables that could affect you personally. For example, the 2020 tax
season could have a dramatic effect on how and when you get your next payment ( see
above) -- we'll just have to see how it all pans out. Meanwhile, we've mapped out
some dates the IRS and Treasury could start sending the next stimulus check,
depending on who you are.
What's happening now with the 'targeted' stimulus check proposal?
Right now Democrats envision the third stimulus check with a $1,400-per-person
maximum, but income limits and changes to certain rules for it would "target" the
money to Americans with lower and middle incomes. the idea is, those individuals and
families with the highest incomes would be excluded from a check.
The latest proposal (PDF) would draw a line in the sand to exclude individual
taxpayers with an AGI (adjusted gross income) of at least $100,000 a year, heads of
household earning $150,000 a year and couples earning $200,000. This is a hard
cutoff.

In a significant change, dependents could qualify for a $1,400 flat rate, but unlike the
first two payments, people who make more than the upper limit wouldn't be able to
claim a partial check by having dependents. Read more about how the stimulus check
formula has worked. Try our stimulus calculator for the third check to see how it
could affect your situation.
When might the IRS actually send out a third payment? Would it have another
deadline?
The IRS and the Department of the Treasury set a blistering pace to deliver the
second stimulus checks, starting within days of former President Donald Trump
signing December's stimulus bill. They had no choice. The language of the bill
provided only a 17-day window to send the checks. There were millions of direct
deposit errors, and now anyone missing stimulus money will have to claim it as part
of filing 2020 taxes. (Yes, even people who don't otherwise file taxes.)
It appears that the IRS would automatically send a third check to recipients as it has
done with the second stimulus payments, with taxpayers and nonfilers alike claiming
any missing money in a Recovery Rebate Credit or something like it, for the 2021 tax
season in 2022. We walk through more possible scenarios for the third stimulus check
timeline here.

Provided by CNET Some families could get more than before. Others would see less.
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Is there anything I can do to get my third stimulus check faster?
Possibly. Your stimulus check and taxes are tightly intertwined. There are some
important things to know about how your taxes can affect whether you'd qualify,
depending on both the eligibility rules and your 2020 adjusted gross income. But
taxes are now also tied to any missing stimulus money you might have to
claim or trace.
If you file your taxes sooner, you can get a refund (plus missing stimulus money)
faster than if you, for example, file a tax extension. We also recommend setting
up direct deposit with the IRS to get a catch-up payment faster -- and potentially get
a new stimulus check faster, too. And if you moved recently, better let the IRS and
USPS know.
What other rules could change with a third stimulus payment?

Besides possibly setting a hard income cap to qualify, the proposal embraces two
changes that have been popular among Democratic lawmakers. The first would
expand qualifications to dependents of any age, including 13.5 million more people,
according to the People's Policy Project. That includes college students, older adult
relatives and dependents of all ages with disabilities (not just those under 17 years
old).
The second change to eligibility would include all "mixed-status households" with one
or more family members who aren't US citizens. An example would be parents who
aren't US citizens, but their US-born children are. The second stimulus checks made
families with one US-citizen spouse eligible. However, it doesn't appear that people
who are undocumented workers would qualify for a stimulus check in the third round.

Provided by CNET Stimulus check money could add up fast -- as long as you're
qualified to receive it. Sarah Tew/CNET
Why some people might get less stimulus money in a third round of checks
A targeted income limit that cuts off all households above a certain threshold is one
way a household could get less stimulus check money than the total, but there are
others, too. We explore that here, including ways that changes in your personal
life could have an effect, like if you got a raise in the past year, or if you claim fewer
dependents this time around.
Why others could get more money in the third round, even with a targeted check
A larger maximum total per person is an obvious way your household would see more
money from a third check over the second, but there's more to it than that. Since the
upper limit for the second check was $600 per adult, with an extra $600 per child
dependent (according to the IRS' formula), more people hit the upper income limit for
receiving a second payment. And that means they didn't actually qualify to get any
stimulus money at all.
A third stimulus check could make more groups of people eligible to receive
money (namely noncitizens who pay taxes), and bring a larger total check to qualified
individuals and their families, including possible $1,400 payments to dependents. A
change to your circumstances might also mean you qualify for more money this time.
Here are other ways a third stimulus check could put more money in your pocket.

For more information about stimulus checks, here's other funding that could be in
the next stimulus package, how to estimate your third stimulus check and everything
your stimulus check has to do with taxes (and the other way around).

CBO letter signals that Bernie Sanders' minimum wage bill may be able to
pass via reconciliation
Juliana Kaplan (insider@insider.com)

Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) speaks during
an event to introduce the Raise The Wage Act in the Rayburn Room at the Capitol
January 16, 2019, in Washington, DC. Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images




Bernie Sanders got a CBO letter comparing the Raise the Wage Act to prior
reconciliation legislation.
Sanders wants the bill, which would raise the minimum wage to $15 by 2025,
to pass via reconciliation.
The budget scorekeeper found it would impact more budget functions,
meaning reconciliation could work.

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) - the government's official budget
scorekeeper - has said that the Raise the Wage Act of 2021 would have a sizeable
impact on the budget. That means it may be able to clear the hurdle of the Byrd Rule
and be passed through reconciliation.
The letter came in response to Sen. Bernie Sanders' (I-Vt.) request for more
information on the "breadth" of budgetary impacts from the legislation, which would
raise the minimum wage to $15 by 2025, and how it stacks up to other legislation
passed by reconciliation.

Sanders has made clear that reconciliation - which can pass with only Democratic
votes in the Senate - is how he wants to make this a reality. "It's gonna be in
reconciliation if I have anything to say about it - it's the only way we're gonna get it
passed," he told Insider's Joseph Zeballos-Roig.
The CBO compared the Raise the Wage Act to two different provisions from the
Republican-authored 2017 tax act - one that allowed for oil and gas leasing in the
Arctic, and another that got rid of penalties for not complying with the individual
mandate - and found it impacts more budget functions than either.
That means that the minimum wage raise may not be struck down by the Byrd Rule,
one of the greatest threats to it passing through reconciliation. Under the Byrd Rule,
measures that are "extraneous" or "incidental" to the budget aren't permitted in
reconciliation.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has criticized Democrats for turning
toward budget reconciliation on President Biden's $1.9 trillion stimulus relief
package (as majority leader, McConnell used reconciliation to pass the 2017 tax cuts
from the comparison).
The letter follows a more general report from the CBO on the Raise the Wage Act
The CBO's general report on the legislation, published last week, found that the Raise
the Wage Act of 2021 would lift 900,000 people out of poverty and increase the
budget deficit by $54 billion. Another figure in the report from the nonpartisan group
stuck out: the projection that, by 2025, employment would fall by 1.4 million.
Some economists took umbrage with that number, and how the CBO came to that
projection.
"We believe that the CBO's assumptions on the scale of job loss are just wrong and
inappropriately inflated relative to what cutting-edge economics literature would
indicate," The Economic Policy Institute wrote in a blog post on the report. "The
median employment effect of the minimum wage across studies of low-wage workers
is essentially zero, according to a 2019 review of the evidence."
Simply put, the CBO used an average estimate - looking at a wide range of studies - of
what the employment loss would be, rather than a median estimate. That's a change in
methodology from CBO's report on 2019's Raise The Wage Act. Indeed, the report
itself notes that if the CBO used the same median values from the 2019 report, it
would have shown a decrease of 1.1 million, not 1.4 million.
When reached for comment, the CBO directed Insider to several sections of the report,
including the explanation for means-based estimating: "This report focuses on the
average (or mean) estimated change in employment because that measure captures
the different effects of upward and downward variations from CBO's baseline
projections. "
Arindrajit Dube, a professor of economics at University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
focused on labor economics, told Insider that he thinks the CBO's conclusion was
"somewhat pessimistic, because it both made some odd choices about how to actually
take an average of those numbers, and used some decisions about what study to
include or not include."

In 2019, Dube wrote an independent review for the UK Treasury on the potential
impacts of a minimum wage, and looked at data from the UK, US, and Germany. That
review found that "minimum wages in a range of countries have had a negligible or
zero effect on jobs, but significantly increased the earnings of the lowest paid."
A 'pessimistic' view on jobs, but still some important conclusions
Regardless, the economists at EPI were heartened about the report's projections on
lifting workers out of poverty. Their previous research found that almost a third of
Black workers would be impacted by an increase to the minimum wage. Currently,
minimum wage workers in 15 cities are striking for a $15 minimum wage, with a
focus on Black communities.
As the report from EPI says, "In the end, the CBO analysis confirms what we already
knew: A higher federal minimum wage will significantly boost earnings and living
standards for low-wage workers - especially those hit hardest by the COVID-19
pandemic - and it will have direct and significant fiscal effects."
With the latest letter on the Raise the Wage Act's potential impacts, the next step
forward for raising the wage may be reconciliation.

House Homeland Security Chair Uses KKK Act to Sue Trump, Giuliani,
Proud Boys, and Oath Keepers
Colin Kalmbacher

Provided by Law & Crime. House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Bennie
Thompson (D-Miss.) is seen in a September 17, 2020 file photo.
U. S. House Committee on Homeland Security Chair Rep. Bennie
Thompson (D-Miss.) sued former president Donald Trump and his sometimes
personal attorney Rudy Giuliani in federal court on Tuesday morning under the Klu
Klux Klan Act of 1871. The lawsuit also names the far-right Proud Boys street gang
and the Oath Keepers, a leading right-wing militia movement, as defendants.

The lawsuit alleges that Trump and the others “conspired to incite an assembled
crowd to march upon and enter the Capitol of the United States for the common
purpose of disrupting” the counting of Electoral College votes on Jan. 6—the day that
thousands of Trump supporters laid siege to the U.S. Capitol Complex following a
speech by the 45th president at the White House Ellipse.
Represented by NAACP attorneys, Thompson is suing in his individual capacity as a
member of Congress. He claims the alleged conspiracy used “force, intimidation and
threats” to prevent himself “and other Members of Congress from discharging [their]
official duties.”
“As part of this unified plan to prevent the counting of Electoral College votes,
Defendants Proud Boys and Oath Keepers, through their leadership, acted in concert
to spearhead the assault on the Capitol while the angry mob that Defendants Trump
and Giuliani incited descended on the Capitol,” the lawsuit alleges.
“The carefully orchestrated series of events that unfolded at the Save America rally
and the storming of the Capitol was no accident or coincidence. It was the intended
and foreseeable culmination of a carefully coordinated campaign to interfere with the
legal process required to confirm the tally of votes cast in the Electoral College.”
Thompson’s lone cause of action alleges a violation of the Civil Rights Act of 1871,
also known as the Klu Klux Klan Act, which is located at 42 U.S.C. § 1985.
The statute provides, in relevant part:
If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire to prevent, by
force, intimidation, or threat, any person from accepting or holding
any office, trust, or place of confidence under the United States, or
from discharging any duties thereof; or to induce by like means any
officer of the United States to leave any State, district, or place, where
his duties as an officer are required to be performed, or to injure him
in his person or property on account of his lawful discharge of the
duties of his office, or while engaged in the lawful discharge thereof,
or to injure his property so as to molest, interrupt, hinder, or impede
him in the discharge of his official duties.
The lawsuit notes that “not all” the defendants “were physically present” but places
members of the Proud Boys and the Oath Keepers directly on the scene during the
siege of the U.S. Capitol Complex. Notably, various alleged (or admitted) members
of both groups have been charged by federal prosecutors over their participation in
the pro-Trump riot.
Still, Thompson argues, the attack occurred by the crowd that was “dispatched” by
then-president Trump. He alleges that the conspiracy between all the named
defendants occurred during the Save America rally immediately prior to the breach of
Capitol security barriers on the day in question.

The lawsuit also accuses Trump and Giuliani of having conspired before Jan. 6 by
repeatedly invoking discredited conspiracy theories about the November 2020
presidential election somehow being stolen.
“In furtherance of this conspiracy, Defendants Trump and Giuliani engaged in a
concerted campaign to misinform their supporters and the public, encouraging and
promoting intimidation and violence in furtherance of their common plan to promote
the re-election of Defendant Trump, even after the states had certified election results
decisively showing he lost the election, and to disrupt the legally required process
before Congress to supervise the counting of the Electoral College ballots and certify
the results of that count,” the filing notes.
And, the lawsuit alleges, the election misinformation campaign culminated with the
pro-Trump mob briefly taking over the Capitol as they allegedly hunted down
members of Congress and threatened them with violence in order to stop the counting
of votes.
“Defendants Trump, Giuliani, Proud Boys, and Oath Keepers plotted, coordinated,
and executed a common plan to prevent Congress from discharging its official duties
in certifying the results of the presidential election,” the lawsuit says.
“Thompson was hindered and impeded in the discharge of his official duties and
suffered the deprivation of his right to be free from intimidation and threats in the
discharge of his official duties, as explicitly protected under Klu Klux Klan Act,” the
filing continues.
The filing also claims that Thompson suffered emotional distress during the Capitol
attack.
“During this entire time, Plaintiff Thompson reasonably feared for his physical
safety,” the lawsuit notes. “While trapped in the building, during the siege by the
rioters that Defendants unleashed on the Capitol, Plaintiff Thompson feared for his
life and worried that he might never see his family again.”
Thompson is suing for a declaratory judgment that Trump and the others violated the
KKK Act, an injunction prohibiting them from taking similar action in the future,
punitive damages, compensatory damages and attorney’s fees.
Trump has been sued under the KKK Act before.

Biden Claims ‘We Didn’t Have’ a COVID Vaccine When He Took Office
Zachary Evans

President Biden claimed at one point during a CNN town hall on Tuesday that his
administration came into office with no coronavirus vaccines available.
Biden received his first dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine on December 21, and the
second dose in January. While discussing the issue of vaccine supply during the town
hall, Biden initially said there were 50 million doses available when he assumed
office.
“We came into office, there were only 50 million doses that were available. By the
end of July we’ll have over 600 million doses,” Biden told host Anderson Cooper.
However, Biden also said “we got into office and found out…there was nothing in the
refrigerator, figuratively and literally speaking, and there were 10 million doses a day
that were available.” (The Biden administration’s initial target was to administer 1
million vaccine doses per day, a pace already set by the time the president was sworn
in.)
“It’s one thing to have the vaccine, which we didn’t have when we came into office,
but” one also needs “a vaccinator,” Biden subsequently told Cooper, when asked
about the logistics of getting shots to Americans.
The U.S. is currently administering coronavirus vaccine doses at a seven-day rolling
average of 1.7 million per day, according to the Bloomberg vaccine tracker. The
pace of vaccinations has risen steadily since December 15, when a New York
nurse received the first shot outside of a clinical trial.
The Biden administration has downplayed the efforts of the previous administration in
aiding the development and distribution of COVID vaccines. Vice President Kamala
Harris said that the Biden administration was “starting from scratch” on vaccine
production in an interview with Axios over the weekend, contradicting Dr. Fauci, who
said in January “we certainly are not starting from scratch because there is activity
going on in the distribution.”
Additionally, Biden addressed the stalled reopening of school districts across the U.S.
during the town hall, calling reports that his administration planned to open schools
for one day per week a miscommunication

Biden contradicted White House press secretary Jen Psaki, who said last week that
the administration hoped to open schools for “at least one day a week in the majority
of schools by day 100.” Psaki later said the administration was committed to opening
schools five days a week on condition that coronavirus mitigation measures were in
place.
“Your administration had set a goal to open the majority of schools in your first 100
days. You’re now saying that means those schools may only be open for at least one
day a week,” Cooper told Biden.
“That’s not true. It was a mistake in the communication,” Biden said, adding that his
administration’s goal was to open schools in grades K-8 for five days per week.

Ocasio-Cortez Slams Texas: That’s What Happens ‘When You Don’t Pursue A
Green New Deal’
Critics respond: "This is 'quite literally' false."
Hank Berrien
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On Wednesday, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) took a swipe at Texas
political leaders, propounding that the suffering Texans are experiencing because of
the freezing cold and concomitant power outages could have been addressed by her
“Green New Deal.”
Ocasio-Cortez tweeted, “The infrastructure failures in Texas are quite literally what
happens when you *don’t* pursue a Green New Deal. Weak on sweeping next-gen
public infrastructure investments, little focus on equity so communities are left behind,
climate deniers in leadership so they don’t long prep for disaster. We need to help
people *now.* Long-term we must realize these are the consequences of inaction.”
Critics savaged Ocasio-Cortez’s perspective on what went wrong in Texas and her
ideas for solving it. Former Virginia congressman Denver Riggleman fired back:
“This is ‘quite literally’ false. There are many factors that contributed to the Texas

situation, most evident being a winter storm (things like cold and ice) and lack of
preparation. Facts and analysis are the answer, not rhetoric.”
Conservative pundit Erick Erickson had some choice words as well: “Yes the snow
covered solar panels and frozen wind turbines would have been so much more
effective by themselves.”
Chuck DeVore from the Texas Public Policy Foundation explained how Texas’
subsidies for green energy may have exacerbated the problem, writing in a Twitter
thread:
Two problems in #Texas, one short-term and exacerbated by the long term issue, and
one long term. The short term failure came at about 1 AM Monday when #ERCOT
should have seen the loads soaring due to plummeting temperatures and arranged for
more generation.
Texas came very close to having a system-wide outage for the whole state (ERCOT
area, about 85% of the state) due to not arranging for more generation. This tripped
the grid, knocking some reliable thermal plants (gas and coal) offline.
This was a failure of the grid operator (ERCOT) not the power plants. In the last 4-5
years, Texas lost a net of 3,000 megawatts of thermal out of a total installed capacity
73,000 megawatts today. We lost the thermal power because operators couldn’t see a
return on investment due to be undercut by wind and solar which is cheap for two
reasons – it’s subsidized and it doesn’t have to pay for the costs of grid reliability by
purchasing battery farms or contracting with gas peaker plants to produce power
when needed, not when they can.
Meanwhile, Texas has seen a growth of 20,000 megawatts of wind and solar over the
same period to 34,000 megawatts of installed capacity (they rarely perform anywhere
close to capacity).
This subsidized (state and federal) wind and solar have pushed reliable thermal
operators out of business or prevented new generation from being built as operators
can’t make money off of the market. This reduced the capacity margin – grids must
have excess capacity to ensure stability.
Texas is experiencing what California has – with California affecting the entire
Western Interconnection due to its policies. Blackouts are a feature of the push to
have more unreliable renewables on the grid. Must pay $$ for reliable backup w/
renewables.
Texas GOP governor Greg Abbot went after ERCOT, which says of itself, “We
manage the flow of electric power to more than 26 million Texas customers —
representing 90 percent of the state’s electric load.” ERCOT reported on Tuesday,
“ERCOT has directed local utilities to restore 400,000 households in the last hour.
Generation availability is improving.”
In an interview with ABC 13 on Tuesday, Abbott called for ERCOT leadership to
resign, saying, “This was a total failure by ERCOT. ERCOT stands for Electric
Reliability Council of Texas … and they showed that they were not reliable. These are

specialists, and government has to rely upon these specialists to be able to deliver in
these types of situations.”
Abbott added:
“This is something that I declared in advance … this is something that our team had
been talking to them about in advance, knowing, in advance, the ultra-cold we were
going to be dealing with. … There seemed to be a lack of preparation, and making
sure we did have access to back-up power in the event that the power generators were
incapable of generating power, but all that aside …. they should be providing greater
transparency. They are a public entity. They deserve to tell you, as well as
government leaders, exactly what is going and what is not going on and they are not
stepping up and providing that level of transparency.”

Media Fact-Checkers Twist Themselves In Knots Defending Biden’s Town
Hall Disaster
Amanda Prestigiacomo
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President Joe Biden’s stumbling and sometimes shocking answers during Tuesday
night’s town hall event with CNN prompted left-wing media “fact-checkers” to tie
themselves in knots to defend him.
As The Daily Wire highlighted, Biden seemingly claimed his administration did not
have a vaccine to work with when he came into office: “It’s one thing to have the
vaccine, which we didn’t have when we came into office, but a vaccinator, how do you
get the vaccine into someone’s arm?”
“What we did, we got into office and found out the supply, there was no backlog, I
mean, there was nothing in the refrigerator, figuratively and literally speaking,” the
president said.
Biden telling the American people “we didn’t have” the vaccine when he came into
office was not a lie, Washington Post fact-checker Glenn Kessler explained, but
rather “a typical Biden gaffe.”

“It was a verbal stumble, a typical Biden gaffe, as he had already mentioned 50
million doses being available when he took office,” the politico posted to Twitter. “Ex
Trump officials should especially cool the outrage meter, as it just looks silly.”
“Honest question: how do you determine what’s a verbal stumble and what’s not?”
one Twitter user pressed.
Kessler noted Biden’s “stutter” to offer rationale for his generous coverage.
“It depends in part on whether he spoke correctly about vaccine availability
elsewhere in the interview,” he said.
“People screw up on live television. Biden with his stutter especially does so.”
Conservative writer and podcast host Stephen L. Miller highlighted Biden himself
saying his missteps are not because of his stutter.
“This is not fact checking,” Miller asserted, captioning a video from Axios, titled,
“Joe Biden denies that stuttering is to blame for verbal missteps” (video below).
“Glenn Kessler is making excuses for Joe Biden that not even Joe Biden himself
makes excuses for.”
“Look, the mistakes I make are mistakes,” Biden says in the Axios video. “And some
people think I still stutter. I don’t think of myself that way.”
The Federalist’s Mollie Hemingway noted of Kessler’s “generosity” being turned up
to “full blast” — a far cry from the media’s stance relative to former President
Donald Trump.
“So the generosity spigot is being turned on full blast now, when it wasn’t even in
existence the last four years. Interesting. What could account for the difference, I
wonder? It’s a real mystery!” Hemingway mocked.
After considerable backlash, Kessler posted a 6-part thread defending his take on
Biden, blasting Trump allies:
Here’s a guide for ex-Trump officials for how to tell whether a politician might be
telling a deliberate lie or just had a verbal stumble. They were quick to declare Biden
was a deliberate “liar” last night on vaccine development. So here we go …
Biden said on CNN: “it’s one thing to have the vaccine, which we didn’t have when
we came into office, but a vaccinator — how do you get the vaccine into someone’s
arm?” Yep, that’s wrong. Sounds bad. But did he mean it?…
A) Did he say something different elsewhere in the town hall? Yes, just minutes
before: “We came into office, there was only 50 million doses that were available.”
That’s a clue he knows the vaccine was created when he became president.
B) Is it different than what he said before? Yes, 1/26: “We want to give credit
to everyone involved in this vaccine effort and the prior administration and the
science community and the medical sphere — for getting the program off the

ground. And that credit is absolutely due.” That’s another clue. So the odds are this
is a flub, not a deliberate falsehood. He contradicts what he said just moments earlier
and what he has said in the past.
As fact checkers, we look for patterns and context …. I know it’s fun to snip a clip and
act outraged on social media. But what’s more telling is if a politician over and over
says the same falsehood, day after day, no matter how often he or she has been
fact-checked. No going to mention any names, of course.
CNN fact-checker Daniel Dale defended Biden, too, saying he “clearly wasn’t trying
to claim the vaccine did not exist at all under Trump” when he said there was no
vaccine when he took office.
“Biden had said just prior that there were ‘only’ 50 million vaccine doses when he
took office. I’m looking into that claim (and a bunch of other claims Biden made
tonight), but he clearly wasn’t trying to claim the vaccine did not exist at all under
Trump,” Dale rationalized.
Author Ryan Girdusky simply reacted: “You are such a freaking hack.”
During the same town hall event, Biden stoked outrage on social media when he
seemingly referred to the human rights violations against the Uyghur population in
China as a “different norm.”
“If you know anything about Chinese history, it has always been, the time when China
has been victimized by the outer world is when they haven’t been unified at home,”
Biden said, according to The New York Post.
“So the central — well, vastly overstated — the central principle of Xi Jinping is that
there must be a united, tightly-controlled China. And he uses his rationale for the
things he does based on that.”
“I point out to him no American president can be sustained as a president, if he
doesn’t reflect the values of the United States,” the president continued.
“And so the idea is that I am not going to speak out against what he’s doing in Hong
Kong, what he’s doing with the Uyghurs in western mountains of China and Taiwan
— trying to end the one China policy by making it forceful… [Xi] gets it.”
“Culturally there are different norms that each country and their leaders are expected
to follow,” Biden added.
Kessler did not post anything himself about the troubling comments, but did retweet a
post from Washington Post reporter Jacqueline Alemany on the matter that neglected
to mention the president’s note of cultural norms.

‘I Was So Disgusted’: Father Of Parkland Victim Rips Biden For Using
Anniversary Of Massacre To Push Gun Control

Hank Berrien
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Andrew Pollack, whose daughter Meadow was one of the victims at the shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, on Valentine’s Day
2018, slammed President Biden for using the third anniversary of the shooting
to push his gun control plan. Pollack told Newsmax TV’s Grant Stinchfield that he
was disgusted with Biden’s course of action.
Pollack, the author of “Why Meadow Died: The People and Policies That Created the
Parkland Shooter and Endanger America’s Students,” was asked by Stinchfield,
“How do you sum up the state of school security three years later, and all the work
that you’ve done to keep kids safe?”
“I was so disgusted that Biden, on the anniversary of my daughter getting murdered,
announced — you know, his administration announced — that they were going to do
all these, put all these gun control measures in place,” Pollack answered.
“And he mentioned the Parkland shooting. Every one of those [gun control measures]
that he wants to put in place wouldn’t have made a difference in my daughter getting
murdered in Parkland. They’re not capable of looking at solutions.”
“What I did, I took a step back when the media — mainstream media — was attacking
our Second Amendment,” he continued.
“I took a step back, and I looked into the failures in Parkland, and I dissected them
one by one, Grant, ’cause I wanted to make a difference, I wanted to help law
enforcement with their response to a mass shooting, and that’s what I did. I came up
with an organization called ‘School Safety Grant.’ Any law enforcement agency, I
urge them to go on schoolsafetygrant.org. Go on my website, we dissect all the
failures. When you put just gun control measures in, you mask solutions, okay,
because they’re very simple-minded, you know, they’re not able to look at, really, the
failures. And that’s what we did. There were so many failures in Parkland. All those
students and the media, they jumped on the gun control bandwagon.”
Pollack spoke at the 2020 Republican National Convention, where he stated:

In 2018, a gunman walked into Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida, and changed my life forever. My name is Andrew Pollack, his name isn’t
worth saying. One of the seniors walking in the hallways that day was my beautiful
daughter, Meadow.
She was just months away from graduating and beginning a new life. We were so
proud of the woman she had become, but in the hallway on that third floor, the
gunman saw Meadow and shot her down the hallway, hitting her four times.
After she was shot and on the floor, she crawled over to another student, a freshman
girl to protect her. She draped her body over her and then the scumbag gunman shot
my daughter at point blank range five more times killing Meadow and the girl she was
shielding.
She had a whole life ahead of her and in that life, she could have done anything and
been anything. So many moments that I waited so long for were taken from me. I
didn’t get to drop her off at college. I didn’t get to walk her down the aisle, but every
moment was taken from her, and for what?
I never wanted this to become a political spectacle, but it did.
I never wanted to meet the president like this, but I did.
I was invited to the White House.
The truth is I had just buried my daughter that week. I really wasn’t interested in
public events like a tour or a photo op. I was interested in answers and solutions. So,
if the president wanted to meet me personally, I said I’d go. They said of course that
was his plan.
At the White House, my family and I sat with the president in the oval office and told
him about Meadow. I told them what we knew. I told them that his administration
needed to take a closer look at what went wrong and why.
I got to see who President Trump really is. He’s a good man and a great listener and
he cuts through the BS. Then the president did what he said he would do. He took
action. He formed a school safety commission that issued dozens of recommendations
to make school safer, but I’ll bet you never heard about that. Instead, the media
turned my daughter’s murder into a coordinated attack on President Trump,
Republicans and our second amendment.
In fact, when President Trump asked me and other parents of children that were
murdered in school shootings to join him as he announced the commission’s findings,
the media’s first question wasn’t about protecting kids. Shockingly, they asked about
the government shutdown. President Trump turned to me appalled and said, “Andy,
can you believe these people? We’re trying to talk about school safety and this is what
they do.” But, I could believe it.
After my daughter’s murder, the media didn’t seem interested in the facts. So, I found
them myself. I learned that gun control laws didn’t fail my daughter, people did. The
gunman had threatened to kill his classmates before. He had threatened to rape them.
He had threatened to shoot up the school.
Every red flag you could imagine, but the school didn’t just miss these red flags, they
knowingly ignored them. Far left Democrats in our school district made this shooting
possible because they implemented something they called restorative justice.
This policy, which really just blames teachers for student’s failures puts kids and
teachers at risk and make shootings more likely, but it was built as a pioneering
approach to discipline and safety. I was just fine with the old approach to discipline
and safety. It was called discipline and safety, but the Obama-Biden administration
took Parkland’s bad policies and forced them into schools across America.

When President Trump rescinded Obama’s guidance on restorative justice policies,
he put an end to that and that meant the world to me. It’s hard to tell how much Mr.
Biden understands about what happened at Parkland.
Mr. Biden has campaigned on bringing back restorative justice as part of his unity
platform with Bernie Sanders and has pledged to implement in school districts across
America, but he doesn’t even seem to know when the shooting happened. He said that
he was vice president when it happened, but he wasn’t.
Mr. Biden may not know when my daughter was murdered, but I do, February 14th,
2018.
Mr. Biden may not know that these policies make shootings more likely, but I do.
Mr. Biden may not know who was vice president that day, but I do.
It wasn’t Joe Biden. It was Mike Pence.
Thank God.
I know who the president was too.
It wasn’t Barack Obama, it was President Donald J. Trump and he took action.
I truly believe the safety of our kids depends on whether this man is reelected.
I hope you’ll join me in helping to make that happen.

People Who Have Had Covid Should Get Single Vaccine Dose, Studies Suggest
Apoorva Mandavilli
At least 30 million people in the United States — and probably many others whose
illnesses were never diagnosed — have been infected with the coronavirus so far.
Should these people still be vaccinated?

Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times A nurse supervisor prepared a dose
of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine at a mass vaccination site in Hartford, Conn., this
month.
Two new studies answer that question with an emphatic yes.
In fact, the research suggests that for these people just one dose of the vaccine is
enough to turbocharge their antibodies and destroy the coronavirus — and even some
more infectious variants.
The results of these new studies are consistent with the findings of two
others published over the past few weeks. Taken together, the research suggests that

people who have had Covid-19 should be immunized — but a single dose of the
vaccine may be enough.
“I think it’s a really strong rationale for why people who were previously infected
with Covid should be getting the vaccine,” said Jennifer Gommerman, an
immunologist at the University of Toronto who was not involved in the new research.
A person’s immune response to a natural infection is highly variable. Most people
make copious amounts of antibodies that persist for many months. But some people
who had mild symptoms or no symptoms of Covid-19 produce few antibodies, which
quickly fall to undetectable levels.

Daniel Dreifuss for The New York Times A Covid-19 patient in the intensive care unit
of Marian Regional Medical Center in Santa Maria, Calif., this month.
The vaccines “even the playing field,” Dr. Gommerman said, so that anyone who has
recovered from Covid-19 produces enough antibodies to protect against the virus.
The latest study, which has not yet been published in a scientific journal, analyzed
blood samples from people who have had Covid-19.
The findings suggested that their immune systems would have trouble fending off
B.1.351, the coronavirus variant first identified in South Africa.
But one shot of either the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna vaccine significantly changed
the picture: It amplified the amount of antibodies in their blood by a thousandfold —
“a massive, massive boost,” said Andrew T. McGuire, an immunologist at the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, who led the study.

Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times A woman receives a vaccine at a
drive-through site in Hartford.
Flush with antibodies, samples from all of the participants could neutralize not only
B.1.351, but also the coronavirus that caused the SARS epidemic in 2003.
In fact, the antibodies seemed to perform better than those in people who had not had
Covid and had received two doses of a vaccine. Multiple studies have suggested that
the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines are about five times less effective against
the variant.
The researchers obtained blood samples from 10 volunteers in the Seattle Covid
Cohort Study who were vaccinated months after contracting the coronavirus. Seven of
the participants received the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine and three received the
Moderna vaccine.
Blood taken about two to three weeks after vaccination showed a significant jump in
the amounts of antibodies compared with the samples collected before vaccination.
The researchers don’t yet know how long the increased amount of antibodies will
persist, but “hopefully, they’ll last a long time,” Dr. McGuire said.
The researchers also saw increases in immune cells that remember and fight the virus,
Dr. McGuire said. “It looks pretty clear that we’re boosting their pre-existing
immunity,” he said.
In another new study, researchers at New York University found that a second dose of
the vaccine did not add much benefit at all for people who have had Covid-19 — a
phenomenon that has also been observed with vaccines for other viruses.
In that study, most people had been infected with the coronavirus eight or nine
months earlier, but saw their antibodies increase by a hundredfold to a thousandfold
when given the first dose of a vaccine. After the second dose, however, the antibody
levels did not increase any further.
“It’s a real testament to the strength of the immunologic memory that they get a
single dose and have a huge increase,” said Dr. Mark J. Mulligan, director of the
N.Y.U. Langone Vaccine Center and the study’s lead author.

In some parts of the world, including the United States, a significant minority of the
population has already been infected, Dr. Mulligan noted. “They definitely should be
vaccinated,” he said.
It’s unclear whether the thousandfold spike in antibody levels recorded in the lab will
occur in real-life settings. Still, the research shows that a single shot is enough to
increase the levels of antibodies significantly, said Florian Krammer, an
immunologist at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York.
Dr. Krammer led another of the new studies, which showed that people who have had
Covid-19 and received one dose of a vaccine experienced more severe side effects
from the inoculation and had more antibodies compared with those who had not been
infected before.
“If you put all four papers together, that’s providing pretty good information about
people who already had an infection only needing one vaccination,” Dr. Krammer
said.
He and other researchers are trying to persuade scientists at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to recommend only one dose for those who have recovered
from Covid-19.
Ideally, those people should be monitored after the first shot in case their antibody
levels plummet after some weeks or months, said Dennis R. Burton, an immunologist
at the Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla, Calif.
The fact that the supercharged antibodies observed in the new study can fight the
2003 SARS virus suggests that a single dose of the vaccine may have prompted the
volunteers’ bodies to produce “broadly neutralizing antibodies” — immune
molecules capable of attacking a broad range of related viruses, Dr. Burton said.
He and other scientists have for decades investigated whether broadly neutralizing
antibodies can tackle multiple versions of H.I.V. at once. H.I.V. mutates faster than
any other virus and quickly evades most antibodies.
The new coronavirus mutates much more slowly, but there are now multiple variants
of the virus that seem to have evolved to be more contagious or to thwart the immune
system. The new study may provide clues on how to make a single vaccine that
stimulates the production of broadly neutralizing antibodies that can destroy all
variants of the coronavirus, Dr. Burton said.
Without such a vaccine, scientists will need to tweak the vaccines every time the virus
changes significantly. “You’re stuck in a kind of Whac-a-Mole approach,” he said. It
will probably take many months if not longer to develop and test that sort of vaccine
against the coronavirus, but “that’s the longer-term way to approach this virus.”

Former ICE Director On Massive Surge At Southern Border: ‘This Isn’t By
Accident, This Is By Design’

Daily Wire News

Kevin Dietsch/Pool via Bloomberg
Former acting ICE Director Tom Homan told Fox News over the weekend that the
recent surge U.S. officials are seeing on the southern border was not an accident but
the result of a designed open borders strategy by the Biden administration.
Fox News host Mike Emanuel highlighted recent numbers that border officials saw
for the month of January, which included “about 3,000 border arrests per day in
January 2021, encounters at the border up 114% from the same time a year ago, the
highest amount since July 2019.”
Asked to respond to those numbers, Homan said, “I wrote an op-ed for Fox News
seven months ago and I said if Joe Biden became president, we would lose the border
and it’s happening.”
“The surge is already there,” Homan said. “Now, you mentioned those numbers, but
the truth is, it’s almost 4,000 crossings a day because Border Patrol isn’t adding [the
ones who got away]. So there’s a way they count footprints in the sand and vehicle
stop. So it’s about 4,000 a day. Now, you times that by a month, that’s 120,000 month,
which is 1.4 million a year. And that’s why Title 42 is still in place for single adults.
Once [the Remain In Mexico policy] stops adhering to Title 42, the numbers will be
astronomical. And we knew this will happen because all the promises Joe Biden has
made and he continues to make. And you know, so this isn’t by accident. This is by
design. This is an open border strategy. He has bowed to the left, we lose the border.”
MIKE EMANUEL, FOX NEWS HOST: For more insight let’s turn to retired ICE
director and Fox News contributor Tom Homan. Tom, welcome.
TOM HOMAN, FORMER ACTING ICE DIRECTOR: Thanks for having me.
EMANUEL: Let’s take a look at recent numbers. 2021 border encounters, Border
Patrol averaged about 3,000 border arrests per day in January 2021, encounters at
the border up 114% from the same time a year ago, the highest amount since July
2019. Tom, how do you assess those numbers?
HOMAN: Well you know, I wrote an op-ed for Fox News seven months ago and I said
if Joe Biden became president, we would lose the border and it’s happening. The

surge is already there. Now, you mentioned those numbers, but the truth is, it’s almost
4,000 crossings a day because Border Patrol isn’t adding [the ones who got
away]. So there’s a way they count footprints in the sand and vehicle stop. So it’s
about 4,000 a day. Now, you times that by a month, that’s 120,000 month, which is
1.4 million a year. And that’s why Title 42 is still in place for single adults. Once
[Remain In Mexico] stops adhering to Title 42, the numbers will be astronomical.
And we knew this will happen because all the promises Joe Biden has made and he
continues to make. And you know, so this isn’t by accident. This is by design. This is
an open border strategy. He has bowed to the left, we lose the border.
EMANUEL: Let’s put on the screen from the acting ICE director’s memo Tae
Johnson quote, ‘generally these convictions would not include drug based crimes
(less serious offenses), simple assault, DUI, money laundering, property crimes, fraud,
tax crimes, solicitation, or charges without convictions. Tom, how do you respond?
HOMAN: ICE has lost 95% of their criminal targets they arrest every year, criminal
targets, people convicted of crimes, 95% of them are off the table. Now the Biden
administration says public safety is still important. Well, obviously not because DUI
is a public safety issue, over 10,000 people a year die from DUIs and if Joe Biden
ever sat down and talked to an angel mom or angel dad, and I’ve met hundreds of
them, whose children were killed by someone here illegally, over a DUI, they’ve lost
their children. And look this this isn’t about public safety at all, because he says sex
offenders are still a priority. But he hasn’t done a thing about sanctuary cities. So
sanctuary cities like New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Boston, I go on, Seattle, they’re
not going to honor ICE detainers whether a sexual predator or not. So this [is]
meaningless, this [is] disingenuous, to say sexual offenders are still a priority, but
you know what, we’re not gonna let these big cities, you know, change the way they
conduct business with ICE. And how they conduct business ICE? They don’t. They
don’t accept their retainers. So this is this is disingenuous. This is a false narrative to
the American people.
EMANUEL: Florida Governor Ron DeSantis expressed these concerns this morning,
take a listen.
RON DESANTIS, GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA: Of course, they’re not being screened
for COVID at the southern border, because this is all political. So he’s opening the
border, he’s letting illegals pour in. They’re not doing any COVID tests. They’re just
coming into the communities.
EMANUEL: What about the border issue as it relates to this pandemic we’re still
dealing with?
HOMAN: Well, great quote, he’s exactly right. Thousands of family units have been
released in the United States over the past few weeks, no COVID test. And [inaudible]
released in American communities with no COVID test, and on top of that, as soon as
they get to the destination, they qualify for a work visa, they’re going to be competing
for the same jobs that unemployed Americans are competing for now because the
unemployment rate is extremely high. So you know, the Biden administration says
we’re concerned about COVID, we want federal mandates on masks, and we’re
shutting down schools. At the same time, thousands of are coming across the border

with no COVID test, no mask, being released in the U.S. to compete for the same us
jobs that many of our middle class workers are gonna be competing for. It’s again,
it’s a switch on the American people. They don’t care about employment of Americans,
they don’t care about COVID, or they would take action on the border to protect
Americans.
Nearly Half Of Texas’ Wind Turbines Frozen In Winter Storm, Limiting State’s
Power Output
Ryan Saavedra

Ashley Cooper/Construction Photography/Avalon/Getty Images
The overall power output of Texas has declined after nearly half of the state’s wind
turbines were frozen in a winter storm over the weekend.
“Wind farms across the state generate up to a combined 25,100 megawatts of energy.
But unusually moist winter conditions in West Texas brought on by the
weekend’s freezing rain and historically low temperatures have iced many of those
wind turbines to a halt,” the Austin American-Statesman reported.
“As of Sunday morning, those iced turbines comprise 12,000 megawatts of Texas’
installed wind generation capacity, although those West Texas turbines don’t
typically spin to their full generation capacity this time of year.”
Parts of Texas reportedly dipped down to 0F (-18C) over the weekend and the state
continued to experience frigid temperatures on Monday morning. More than 2 million
homes and businesses in the state have experienced power outages as a result.
Officials have said that the strong winds from the storm have helped spin wind
turbines at a faster rate in other parts of the state, helping to make up for some of the
loss of power. Fox Business reported that the severe weather was also leading to a
reduction in oil and gas production.
“Wind power has been the fastest-growing source of energy in Texas’ power grid. In
2015 winder power generation supplied 11% of Texas’ energy grid. Last year it
supplied 23% and overtook coal as the system’s second-largest source of energy after
natural gas,” the Austin American-Statesman added.

“The frozen turbines come as low temperatures strain the state’s power grid and
force operators to call for immediate statewide conservation efforts, like unplugging
non-essential appliances, turning down residential heaters and minimize use of
electric lighting.”
Dan Woodfin, senior director of system operations for the Electric Reliability Council
of Texas, called the situation a “unique winter storm that’s more widespread with lots
of moisture in West Texas, where there’s a lot of times not a lot of moisture.”
President Joe Biden approved an emergency declaration for Texas on Sunday and
“ordered federal assistance to supplement state and local response efforts due to the
emergency conditions resulting from a severe winter storm beginning on February 11,
2021, and continuing,” according to a statement from the White House.
“The President’s action authorizes the Department of Homeland Security, Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), to coordinate all disaster relief efforts
which have the purpose of alleviating the hardship and suffering caused by the
emergency on the local population, and to provide appropriate assistance for
required emergency measures, authorized under Title V of the Stafford Act, to save
lives and to protect property and public health and safety, and to lessen or avert the
threat of a catastrophe in all 254 Texas counties.”
“Specifically, FEMA is authorized to identify, mobilize, and provide at its discretion,
equipment and resources necessary to alleviate the impacts of the emergency,” the
statement added.
“Emergency protective measures for mass care and sheltering and direct federal
assistance will be provided at 75 percent federal funding.”

‘This Is All Political’: DeSantis Slams Biden For Allegedly Allowing Illegal Aliens
Into U.S. Without COVID Test While Considering Domestic Travel Restrictions
Daily Wire News
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Florida Governor Ron DeSantis (R) slammed President Joe Biden during an
interview on Sunday for allegedly allowing illegal aliens to enter the U.S. without
being screened for COVID-19 while reportedly considering implementing domestic
travel restrictions between states.
DeSantis said that potential domestic travel restrictions placed on Florida by the
Biden administration would amount to a “political attack against Florida” and
“would be unconstitutional.”
“Florida schools have been open the whole school year,” DeSantis said. “Every
parent in Florida has the right to send their child to in-person instruction, every
worker has a right to work and earn a living and put food on the table, and every
business has a right to operate.”
“And, consequently, our state is doing very well compared to these other states in
terms of education and economy. But we also have 26 other states and the District of
Columbia that have higher per capita COVID mortality than we do. We have 28
states that have higher per capita cases than we do for the bulk of the pandemic,” he
continued.
“And if you look right now, states that are always held up by people in Biden’s
administration, like New York, have way higher per capita patients hospitalized for
COVID right now. So, there’s no basis in medical, there’s no basis in economics,
there’s no basis in reality to do this, except to punish a state that is doing it better
than what his experts have recommended.”
When asked about reports indicating that the Biden administration is not screening
illegal aliens for COVID-19, DeSantis said that it was “all political.”
“So, he’s opening the border. He’s letting illegals pour in. They’re not doing any
COVID tests. They’re just coming into the communities,” DeSantis said. “We have no
idea what type of COVID or other things [they] may be carrying, but yet he wants to
potentially make you take a test if you just get on an airplane and fly from one
American city to the next, or he wants to prevent travel to the state of Florida?”
“This stinks to high heaven. It is a huge contradiction. And you can’t square wanting
[to] open … borders for illegal aliens, but then also restricting U.S. citizens from
basically traveling around the country as they see fit,” DeSantis said. “And I think the
American people see the hypocrisy in that.”
MARIA BARTIROMO, FOX NEWS ANCHOR: Worries this morning of a potential
domestic travel ban.
Reports the Biden administration is considering restrictions between states due to the
new outbreaks of the highly contagious new strains of COVID-19.
Joining me right now is the governor of the state many people have been flocking to,
Governor Ron DeSantis of Florida.
Governor, it’s great to have you this morning. Thanks very much for being here.
GOV. RON DESANTIS (R-FL): Good morning.

BARTIROMO: Florida has been the number one destination currently searched on
the Travelzoo website. What would a travel ban domestically mean for Florida?
DESANTIS: Well, one, it would be unconstitutional. It would be a political attack
against Florida.
If you look, Maria, right now, you hear this debate over schools. Florida schools have
been open the whole school year. We have — every parent in Florida has the right to
send their child to in-person instruction. Every worker has a right to work and earn a
living and put food on the table. And every business has a right to operate.
And, consequently, our state is doing very well compared to these other states in
terms of education and economy. But we also have 26 other states and the District of
Columbia that have higher per capita COVID mortality than we do. We have 28
states that have higher per capita cases than we do for the bulk of the pandemic.
And if you look right now, states that are always held up by people in Biden’s
administration, like New York, have way higher per capita patients hospitalized for
COVID right now. So, there’s no basis in medical, there’s no basis in economics,
there’s no basis in reality to do this, except to punish a state that is doing it better
than what his experts have recommended.
Biden is a lockdowner. His advisers are lockdowners. Lockdowns don’t work. We’ve
demonstrated that. We’re not turning back, Maria. And they will not be able to get
away with targeting Florida.
BARTIROMO: Florida has been open for several months. And you have prioritized
seniors; you have prioritized ensuring that kids are in school.
Assess the situation in Florida over the last year. I know home construction is up,
home sales are up. Economic growth, how is Florida doing?
DESANTIS: Well, as you can imagine, March, April, when everything was grinding to
a halt, I mean, we had a lot of problems, like anyone, particularly because tourism
stopped.
But, since then, we now have an unemployment rate that is significantly less than the
national average. We had 25 percent increase in home sales year over year 2019 to
2020. If you look at the top 25 places where new home construction is taking place at
the highest levels, a plurality of those are in Florida.
I think we have six or seven of the communities. The number one place in the country
for new home construction by far is The Villages retirement community, which has
thrived during the pandemic, even though, of course, seniors are more vulnerable to
COVID than the bulk of the population.
So, we have a lot of great trends. And I would also say, Maria, you have lockdown
states that are putting people out of business. We focused on lifting people up. But, by
doing that, you actually have new entrepreneurs coming to start new ventures. New
restaurants are opening in Florida. New hotels are opening in Florida.
And so people view Florida as a place where they can follow their dreams. It is a free
state. We are doing a lot to focus on protecting elderly people from COVID. We have
vaccinated, I think, about 1.75 million seniors so far. About 40 percent of all seniors
in Florida have gotten a shot.
We’re doing it every day, continuing until we get all the seniors who want a shot get a
shot. So, there’s a whole bunch of things we have been doing for COVID. But, at the

same time, we have lifted our state up, we have saved our economy, and I think we’re
going to be first out of the gate once we’re able to put COVID behind our country.
BARTIROMO: What about this concern about the new strains?
Nearly 350 cases of the contagious COVID variant have been reported in Florida.
Governor, how do you read that? Is there a reason for concern here?
DESANTIS: So, first of all, well, we obviously look at all the data that comes in.
But this strain is in blue states. And they don’t talk about doing anything with blue
states. We do a lot of analysis and genetic analysis on strains. So, we find more than
probably some other states do.
But here’s the thing. Since the beginning of January, visits to the emergency
departments for COVID-like illness in Florida is down over 60 percent. Cases are
down. Hospital census is down 30 to 40 percent. And so you have seen a decline in
COVID in Florida. And our winter high was much less than the summer high.
But you have seen a decline all over the country. And so it’d be very odd to do a
draconian travel restriction, which has no basis in the Constitution, at a time when all
of these indicators are going down.
And we really believe, by focusing on seniors first for vaccinations, we’re going to be
creating a protective shield for our vulnerable population, so that if the season
changes, and you start to see virus increase anywhere, that our vulnerable population
will be protected.
At the end of the day, that’s really what matters.
BARTIROMO: Right.
DESANTIS: If you’re not really vulnerable to this, then that’s not as significant as
somebody who has comorbidities or is very elderly.
And so we’re trying to focus our resources where the risk is, and I think that’s the
appropriate way to do it.
BARTIROMO: Right. You have been adapting to this. We have to live with it.
I want to take a short break, but I want to get your take on where this is going and
your expectations, also your pushback on big tech.
We’re talking with Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, as we look ahead on “Sunday
Morning Futures.”
BARTIROMO: Welcome back.
We are back with Florida Governor Ron DeSantis.
Governor, we are talking about the potential for a domestic ban on travel. And some
people are saying this is a contradiction to what we have been hearing from President
Biden because of his open border policy. They’re now talking about screening
domestic travelers.
But The New York Times has reported that illegals are not being screened for COVID
at the Texas border. Your reaction to these executive orders?
DESANTIS: Of course they’re not being screened for COVID at the southern border,
because this is all political.
So, he’s opening the border. He’s letting illegals pour in. They’re not doing any
COVID tests. They’re just coming into the communities. We have no idea what type of

COVID or other things they may be carrying, but yet he wants to potentially make you
take a test if you just get on an airplane and fly from one American city to the next, or
he wants to prevent travel to the state of Florida?
This stinks to high heaven. It is a huge contradiction. And you can’t square wanting
open — opening borders for illegal aliens, but then also restricting U.S. citizens from
basically traveling around the country as they see fit.
And I think the American people see the hypocrisy in that.
BARTIROMO: Well, look, you have said from the beginning that you want to
prioritize where the hurt is hitting most. And that is seniors.
What is your reaction to the story unfolding in New York? We will talk with
Congressman Lee Zeldin coming up, congressman from New York.
But your reaction to Governor Cuomo, his aide admitting that New York actually hid
the data, hid the data of the number of deaths in nursing homes due to COVID?
DESANTIS: Well, I think that that was something that people knew months ago. I
mean, the media just had different narratives.
They have actually accused Florida of doing things with data without any evidence
for that. And there’s been no evidence that’s come to light with respect to Florida.
But I will say one of the most important decisions that all the governors had to make
at the outset of this is, how do you treat the nursing homes? There were a lot of
people saying you needed to get nursing home patients out of hospitals, send them
back to nursing homes, so that you could clear hospital beds.
In Florida, we did the opposite. We said, you cannot discharge a COVID-positive
patient from a hospital back to a nursing home, because we were worried that it
would spread in the nursing home and you would have more deaths in the nursing
home for these vulnerable seniors.
And I said, I think we’re going to have enough hospital space. But if we don’t, I will
build field hospitals all over the state of Florida before I throw our elderly people to
the wolves. And so we were very strong on that. I think that was the right decision.
And I think it’s been borne out to be the case as well.
BARTIROMO: Well, you also have this distribution debate happening.
This week, President Biden said that President Trump did not do his job on COVID
vaccination programs. Who is really to blame for the rollout issues? I know that
Florida has become the number one state per capita for actual doses being
administered.
DESANTIS: So, look, the Warp Speed did a great job.
And this is a very difficult situation, when you have this amount of logistics. And I can
tell you, we wish we have had more vaccine every week, but it’s just being produced.
And so, as the production increases, you will get more.
But every time they had a shipment from the middle of December until the present, it’s
shown up where it was supposed to be. So, I think, by and large, the Warp Speed team
did a great job.
Now, if we get more Pfizer, if we get more Moderna, if we get the Johnson & Johnson,
we’re going to be able to scale this up even further. So, we’re hoping that that’s
happening.

So, what I would say is, stop blaming your predecessor. Stop playing politics. Let’s
work together to figure out how we increase the number of doses available. And we
can get those shots in the arms.
I will tell you, Florida and other states have done a good job. The hospitals, their
machines down here now, we have other test sites, drive-through sites. We have them
in retail pharmacies and supermarkets and in Walmart.
And so you have a big infrastructure available. If you increase the doses available to
the states, you’re going to get even more shots in arms.
BARTIROMO: Governor, let me let me ask you.
You are now on the front lines. Many people say it’s the states that are on the front
lines in terms of pushing back on these executive orders coming out of the Biden
administration. We know what the A.G. of Texas is doing, suing the administration to
stop the deportation freeze.
And we know a bit about what you’re doing, pushing back on big tech. Talk to us
about Florida’s fight against big tech, the conservative cancel culture that we were
talking about in the first segment with Congressman Jim Jordan and Alan
Dershowitz.
What can Florida’s state legislature do to hold big tech accountable? What are your
plans?
DESANTIS: I think we could do a lot.
One, we can support Floridians’ data privacy. Maria, if you buy a phone, you think
you paid the money, you have the phone, and that’s the end of it. They are constantly
pulling data off your phone. They’re selling it. They make hundreds of billions of
dollars a year on that.
Consumers should have the right to opt out of that and they shouldn’t have their data
taken without their consent. We also don’t want big tech interfering in our elections,
whether that means deplatforming a candidate, like they did to President Trump, or
whether they’re suppressing information, like they did with the Hunter Biden story.
So, we want our elections in Florida to be free from that. And we have penalties if big
tech tries to meddle. And then deplatforming and censorship — they put themselves
out as these open platforms. And they have always — these terms of service, they’re
always changing them. They don’t apply it fairly across the political spectrum.
That, for us, is considered, we think, a consumer fraud. So, we’re authorizing suits,
under our consumer fraud statute, to be able for individual Floridians to bring
against big tech if they get censored or deplatformed and our state attorney general to
do it as well.
So, they need to be held accountable. They have way, way too much power. They’re
not using it in a way that is constructive for our society. So, I think Florida is leading.
I think we have had a lot of interest from other states, because you’re going to be a lot
of other states, I think, follow Florida’s lead.
You do need to do some of the things federally like you talked with Jimmy Jordan
about in the previous segment, whether that’s antitrust or Section 230. But there is a
lot the states can do. And we’re going to continue to pursue that in the state of
Florida.
BARTIROMO: You are also pursuing something along the lines of the rule of law
when it — as it relates to rioting, right?

You had mentioned that the last time we spoke you were going to do something this
upcoming March.
DESANTIS: Yes, so the legislature meets March 2. And we’re going to have the
strongest anti-looting and anti-rioting legislation in the country.
It’s going to apply regardless of why you’re rioting. I don’t care which team you’re
on. We’re going to stand for the rule of law in the state of Florida. But if you are
doing things like looting, if you’re assaulting cops, if you’re doing all these things
that we saw over the summer in many cities in the country, in Florida, you’re going to
jail for that.
We are not going to tolerate it.
BARTIROMO: Governor…
DESANTIS: And we look forward to passing that. And I think it’ll be good for the
state.
BARTIROMO: Governor, it’s good to see you this morning. Thanks very much.
We will be following up. And we will see you soon.
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, thank you.
‘God Herself’: Rep. Eric Swalwell Claims God Is Female
Jon Brown

Senate Television/Bloomberg via Getty Images
Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-CA) implied God is a woman during a Saturday interview on
MSNBC about the recent impeachment trial of former President Donald Trump.
Speaking with host Nicole Wallace about Democrats’ decision not to subpoena
witnesses, Swalwell said, “The choice was, do we chase those people, not knowing
what they’re going to say, to the courts for years or do we go forward with the
powerful, thundering case that we have? And also knowing that Mitch McConnell was
already telling us that he believed the challenge was a jurisdictional one.”
“So we could have called God herself, and the Republicans weren’t going to be
willing to convict, so we’re proud of the case we have put forward,” Swalwell added.

Swalwell’s role as House impeachment manager concerned some people given the
allegations of a dalliance between him and a Chinese spy named Christine Fang, or
Fang Fang. Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) tweeted yesterday, “This afternoon we have been
lectured to by Eric Swalwell, a guy accused of consorting with a Chinese spy. How
appropriate!”
Swalwell’s theological commentary follows recent backlash against his colleague,
Rep. Emanuel Cleaver (D-MO), who opened the 117th Congress last month by
praying in the name of a Hindu god and tweaking the Hebrew word “amen” into a
statement about gender.
As The Daily Wire reported:
Rep. Emanuel Cleaver (D-MO), who is an ordained United Methodist
minister, opened the first session of the 117th Congress on Sunday by praying in the
name of a Hindu god and twisting the word “amen” into a commentary on gender.
“Eternal God, noiselessly we bow before your throne of grace as we leave behind the
politically and socially clamorous year of 2020,” began Cleaver, who served as the
pastor of St. James United Methodist Church in Kansas City, Missouri, from 1972 to
2009.
Though his prayer was replete with explicitly Christian themes, terminology, and
references, Cleaver closed it by appealing to the deities of “many different faiths,”
implying they are all the same.
“We ask it in the name of the monotheistic God, Brahma, and ‘god’ known by many
names by many different faiths,” said Cleaver.
“Amen and a-woman,” he closed, in an apparent attempt to render the word fair to
both sexes.
Cleaver blamed “orchestrated outrage” for the backlash he faced over the prayer
from figures such as Franklin Graham, who claimed the prayer was “shaking a fist in
the Creator’s face.”
The House of Representatives last month struck gendered language from the 48-page
text of the House rules, swapping out the words father, mother, son, daughter, brother,
sister, uncle, aunt, husband, and wife for the words parent, child, sibling, parent’s
sibling, and spouse.
References to “chairman” were changed to “chair,” two references to “he or she”
were exchanged for “Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner,” and a reference
to “seaman” became “seafarers,” among other linguistic changes.

David Perdue Files to Run Against Raphael Warnock for Georgia Senate Seat
Stephanie Saul

Audra Melton for The New York Times David Perdue, who was a Republican senator
from Georgia until last month, took a first step on Monday to set up a run for Senate
in 2022.
David Perdue, the one-term U.S. senator from Georgia who lost a runoff election last
month against Senator Jon Ossoff, filed paperwork on Monday night indicating that
he plans a comeback effort — this time against Georgia’s other new senator, Raphael
Warnock.
Mr. Perdue, a former businessman who first ran for office as an outsider, and later
became one of former President Donald Trump’s closest allies in the Senate, filed
documents with the Federal Election Commission to establish a “Perdue for Senate”
campaign committee.
The move, first reported by Fox News, was viewed as a first step in the Republican
Party’s effort to try to reclaim one of the Senate seats lost in Georgia’s historic runoff
elections on Jan. 5.
Mr. Warnock and Mr. Ossoff prevailed in those runoffs — not only the first time a
Democrat had won a Georgia Senate seat since 2000, but also a victory that handed
Democrats control of the Senate. The two parties have 50 seats each in the chamber,
with Vice President Kamala Harris casting the tiebreaking vote.
Mr. Perdue’s loss to Mr. Ossoff followed a bitter campaign and that ended with Mr.
Perdue forced off the trail following a coronavirus exposure. An election eve
appearance in the state by Mr. Trump failed to ignite sufficient Republican turnout,
leaving questions about whether it was depressed by Mr. Trump’s repeated
allegations of fraud in the election there.
Mr. Ossoff received 50.6 percent of the vote to 49.4 percent for Mr. Perdue, who
waited two days to concede, prompting speculation that he might contest the outcome.
Mr. Warnock prevailed over Senator Kelly Loeffler in their runoff, 51 percent to 49
percent. The two were running in a special election to fill a six-year term; the winner
of the 2022 Senate race will serve a full term.
Georgia was already set to be one of the major focal points of the 2022 elections, with
a hotly contested race for governor that could feature a rematch between the

Republican incumbent, Brian Kemp, and his 2018 Democratic opponent, Stacey
Abrams.
Ms. Abrams narrowly lost that race, but went on to lead a voting rights organization
that was crucial to registering and mobilizing Democrats who helped turn Georgia
blue for President Biden and Mr. Warnock and Mr. Ossoff. Ms. Abrams has not
announced whether she will run for governor again.
Mr. Trump has already strongly indicated that he plans to get involved in the Georgia
elections in 2022: He has been sharply critical of Mr. Kemp, as well as of the state’s
secretary of state and lieutenant governor, for not supporting his false claims of
election fraud in Georgia, and wants them to lose if they run for re-election.
Given Mr. Perdue’s ties with Mr. Trump, it is possible that the former president may
be a presence campaigning for Mr. Perdue and against Mr. Kemp next year.
Still, it’s not entirely clear that a Republican Senate candidate should welcome Mr.
Trump’s future assistance.
Bill Crane, a Georgia political operative and commentator, said on Monday that the
former president’s appearances on behalf of the two Republicans appeared to have
worked against them in January — with Republican turnout depressed in the two
congressional districts where Mr. Trump campaigned.
Mr. Crane, who has worked for both Republican and Democratic candidates, said he
would not be surprised if Mr. Perdue runs against Mr. Warnock given the close
results in his January race, adding that, to win, Mr. Perdue would have to change his
strategy.
“He would need to be speaking on occasion to women, non-aligned, libertarian and
more centrist voters, not just the Republican Party base,” Mr. Crane said.
Working in Mr. Perdue’s favor is a significant war chest — about $5 million left over
from his campaign available for a 2022 race, according to a federal elections report.
Neither Mr. Warnock, who is completing a term vacated by former Senator Johnny
Isakson, a Republican, nor Mr. Ossoff’s offices immediately responded to messages
seeking comment. Spokesmen for Mr. Perdue and the Georgia Republican Party also
were unavailable.

Almost 5 million without power as winter storm stresses grid
Zack Budryk
The massive winter storm that swept across the nation this week has left 5 million
people without power as utilities have been forced to implement rolling power
outages, Bloomberg reported.

Getty Images Drivers navigate snowy highway in Austin, Texas
The Southwest Power Pool (SPP), which manages a 14-state grid from North Dakota
to Oklahoma, on Tuesday ordered the second day of rolling blackouts, the news outlet
reported.
SPP executive vice president and chief operating officer Lanny Nickell said in a
statement that the move was a "last resort" and SPP had never before ordered such
interruptions.
"It's a last resort that we understand puts a burden on our member utilities and the
customers they serve but it's a step we're consciously taking to prevent circumstances
from getting worse, which could result in uncontrolled outages of even greater
magnitude," Nickell said in a statement.
"I've been following energy markets and grid issues for a while, and I cannot recall
an extreme weather event that impacted such a large swath of the nation in this
manner - the situation is critical," Neil Chatterjee of the U.S. Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission told Bloomberg.
Temperatures in the central U.S. are forecasted to rise to 29 degrees Fahrenheit by
Wednesday but plunge back into the teens by the next day, according to the National
Weather Service.
Texas, where the grid was designed with sweltering summer temperatures in mind,
has been particularly hard-hit by the winter weather. The Lone Star State has not had
to implement rolling blackouts in a decade, according to Bloomberg.
The energy industry, meanwhile, has seen oil production drop by more than a million
barrels daily, and several oil refineries have been forced to temporarily close in the
central U.S. Power plants that were forced to stop production Monday, including
wind farms, nuclear reactors and gas and coal generators, have a total capacity of 34
gigawatts, according to the news outlet.
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President Biden to extend mortgage relief, ban on home foreclosures through

Joey Garrison - USA TODAY
WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden is extending a ban on home foreclosures for
federally backed mortgages by three months and expanding a mortgage relief
program in a push to stabilize the nation's housing affordability crisis amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The foreclosure moratorium was set to expire March 31 and instead will be in place
through June 30. It's the second time Biden has extended the ban after he used one of
his record number of Day One executive actions to push back a previous Jan. 31 end
date.

SAUL LOEB, AFP via Getty Images President Joe Biden speaks during a visit to the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland, Feb. 11, 2021.
The Biden administration Tuesday also will extend the enrollment window to request
a mortgage payment forbearance – which allows borrowers to pause or reduce
mortgage payments – until June 30. That program also was scheduled to end in
March.
As a result of a third action, the federal government will now allow borrowers to
defer mortgage payments for an additional six months. Eligible homeowners must
be enrolled in a forbearance plan by the end of June.
There are currently 11 million federal government-backed mortgages nationwide.
Around 2.7 million homeowners are enrolled in COVID-19 forbearance plans.
In a statement, the White House said Biden is committed to protecting home
ownership and housing stability during the pandemic, calling the extended
forbearance and foreclosure programs "an important step towards building stronger
and more equitable communities."
The White House said the extended protections are in part aimed at prioritizing
communities of color hit hardest by the pandemic. Homeowners of color make up a
disproportionate share of the home owners with delinquent loans or on forbearance
plans.

However, Tuesday's actions do not address the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention's federal moratorium on evictions for not paying rent. That moratorium is
also set to expire March 31. About one-third of all Americans, roughly 107 million
people, are renters.
The Biden administration has been meeting with stakeholders to assess their next
steps on the eviction policy, according to a White House official, but did not offer
additional details.
The foreclosure and eviction prevention measures pre-date the Biden administration.
Former President Donald Trump last extended the moratorium on federally backed
foreclosures in August. Through the CDC, Trump in September initiated a four-month
moratorium on evictions for renters unable to make payments.
In Biden's $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill, which he’s pushing Congress to pass in
the coming weeks, the president has proposed a $10 billion Homeowners Assistance
Fund that would provide states with federal assistance to help homeowners with
mortgage payments and utility costs.
The Federal Housing Finance Agency, which oversees Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac, last week issued a three-month forbearance extension to borrowers. According
to the White House, the actions collectively cover 70% of existing single-family home
mortgages. None apply to the 30% of mortgages that are privately owned.
More than 10 million adults live in a household that is not caught up on mortgage
payments, according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, citing the U.S.
Census Bureau's Pulse Survey.
Tuesday's actions are being made through a coordinated effort by the U.S. Housing
and Urban Development, Veterans Affairs and Agriculture departments. Homeowners
and renters can learn about available relief options and deadlines
at consumerfinance.gov/housing.

The Health 202: The Biden administration is waving money at a dozen states
to expand Medicaid
Paige Winfield Cunningham (with Alexandra Ellerbeck)
Persuading Texas to expand Medicaid would be one of the quickest ways to start
tamping down a rising U.S. uninsured rate — a problem that has only worsened amid
the coronavirus pandemic.
But it’s unclear whether a new pot of money promised by Democrats will be enough
to sweeten the deal for Texas — and 11 other states — that have resisted expansion
for more than a decade.

“I’m more hopeful than I have been in a while. … The truthful answer is I don’t know,”
said Elena Marks, CEO of the Episcopal Health Foundation, a Houston-based group
that advocates for health care for low-income people.

Jay Janner/AP The Texas Capitol building in Austin on Monday. (Jay Janner/Austin
American-Statesman via AP)
The Biden administration is trying to entice the dozen holdout states to finally expand
Medicaid.
There are already financial incentives in place. Under the Affordable Care Act, the
federal government covers 90 percent of adults newly covered by expansion. Those
optics have led many states, including those led by conservatives, to expand over the
past few years.
But those incentives apparently weren’t strong enough for Texas and the others,
whose Republican leaders have largely opposed the ACA and its various programs.
As a result, around 4 million Americans who would otherwise be eligible for
expanded Medicaid live in the dozen holdout states.
Nearly one-third of them are in Texas, whose uninsured rate hovered around 18
percent in 2019 and rose over the past year because of the pandemic. (At this
moment, the state is in the middle of an extreme cold snap, sending electricity demand
skyrocketing and leaving millions of residents without power.)
A coronavirus relief bill working its way through Congress and backed by President
Biden includes a hefty incentive for states to expand Medicaid.
If a state did so, the federal government would increase its Medicaid contribution to
the state by 5 percent. The increased match rate would apply to everyone outside the
expansion group and would last two years.

Eric Gay/AP A Texas flag hangs from the Texas State Capitol in Austin.
For Texas, that would mean nearly $6 billion extra dollars in Medicaid funds over
two years.
That’s according to the left-leaning think tank Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.
It’s an offer state activists think legislators shouldn’t be able to refuse — although
they’re cautious about making any predictions.
“It’s certainly going to be part of the debate,” said Anne Dunkelberg, associate
director of health at Every Texan.
Texas has more uninsured residents than any other state — partly because the
massive state has spurned expansion. That means no Medicaid for most adults
earning up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level (around $17,000 for a single
person or $35,000 for a family of four).
Some Texas Republicans are now showing openness.
Last month, state Rep. Lyle Larson became the first Republican since 2013 to file a
bill to expand Medicaid. In an op-ed in the Austin American-Statesman, he called it a
“bad business decision” for Texas to opt out, arguing it was losing out on billions in
federal dollars and the chance to get a million more residents insured.
“Say you were told that every dollar you contribute toward a cause would be matched
with $9,” Larson wrote.
“Sounds like a pretty good deal, doesn’t it? This is the deal that Texas is forgoing by
refusing to expand Medicaid.”
The promised new Medicaid dollars, combined with the pandemic’s toll, are creating
an environment in which lawmakers are more receptive to hearing arguments about
expansion, both Marks and Dunkelberg said.
Even Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican who has called Medicaid a bloated
government program, has recently talked about needing to address the state’s rising
uninsured rate, they noted.

“You have a surprising number of Republicans who have been talking about it,”
Dunkelberg said.

Eric Gay/AP Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R). (Eric Gay/AP)
But persuading Texas and the other holdout states to expand won’t be easy.
Most of the other non-expansion states are clustered in the nation’s southeast corner.
They include Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee and both Carolinas.
There’s also Wisconsin, Wyoming, Kansas and South Dakota.
Some GOP-led states were persuaded to expand Medicaid by obtaining permission
from the federal government to set up additional requirements or safeguards, such as
charging premiums or co-payments, setting up additional anti-fraud measures,
getting funds in the form of a block grant or enacting work requirements.
But the last and most controversial of those — work requirements — will no longer be
allowed, according to a draft plan from the Biden administration obtained by my
colleagues last week. The administration is planning to immediately rescind
permission to states to compel poor residents to work in exchange for receiving
Medicaid benefits, Dan Diamond and Amy Goldstein reported.
“The swift rescinding of the Trump administration’s effort to remake the safety-net
program represents a particularly sharp pendulum swing on the ideological divide
over the proper roles of government and individuals living under economic strain,”
Dan and Amy wrote.
Ahh, oof and ouch
AHH: The rate of newly recorded coronavirus infections is plummeting.
The rolling daily average of new infections hit an all-time high of 248,000 on Jan. 12.
On Sunday, it was at 91,000, its lowest level since November, The Post’s Reis
Thebault reports. Yet the current level of cases is still more than double what the
country saw over the summer.
Scientists at the University of Washington’s Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation, which has published a number of prominent coronavirus models,

attribute the declining cases to the quickening pace of vaccine administration and the
natural seasonal ebb of respiratory viruses.
But some epidemiologists say vaccinations aren’t yet widespread enough to make a
dent in the number of cases. Nearly 40 million people — roughly 12 percent of the
U.S. population — have received a vaccine shot.
“I don’t think the vaccine is having much of an impact at all on case rates,” former
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention director Tom Frieden said in an
interview Sunday on CNN’s “Fareed Zakaria GPS.” Instead, Frieden attributed the
declining cases to improved public health precautions.
“It’s what we’re doing right: staying apart, wearing masks, not traveling, not mixing
with others indoors.”
A less optimistic explanation for the declining number of cases has also emerged.
Some experts worry the U.S. may be detecting fewer cases as public health resources
shift toward vaccine administration and away from testing.
Eleanor Murray, a professor of epidemiology at Boston University School of Public
Health.
OOF: The CDC is recommending schools fully reopen only when community
transmission levels are extremely low.
It's a standard almost no community in the U.S. meets today. Advocates are criticizing
the new guidelines, saying they set the bar too high for getting kids back in
classrooms.
Biden has been urging schools to reopen, and promised that guidelines from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention would help them do so safely, The Post’s
Laura Meckler reports. But the much-anticipated guidelines released Friday were
more measured than some expected.
The CDC’s plan recommends hybrid classes for elementary schools when community
spread is high, to make it easier for children to distance in the classroom. It
recommends that middle and high schools in high-transmission areas either go fully
remote or adopt stringent mitigation strategies to implement a hybrid model.
The plan received praise from teachers unions, while sparking criticisms from some
experts who noted the CDC has previously said the virus hasn't spread much within
schools that did reopen.
The guidelines add “new and unnecessary demands that will ultimately keep millions
of kids out of school,” public health experts Joseph Allen and Helen Jenkins wrote
in The Post. They said they had once favored tying school reopening to metrics for
community spread, but changed their position on this "in light of overwhelming
scientific evidence that transmission within schools can be kept low regardless of
community spread, so long as good mitigation measures are in place.”
Still, some elements of the plan could encourage reopening. It doesn't require
vaccination of teachers for reopening and puts almost no emphasis on improving

ventilation systems, which has been a point of contentious debate between some
teachers unions and school systems.
OUCH: New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo admitted to a lack of transparency in his
administration’s initial reporting of nursing home deaths.
Yesterday, for the first time, Cuomo (D) acknowledged the “void” of information
furthered disinformation and induced anxiety amid a deadly pandemic – although he
didn't apologize, Meryl Kornfield reports.
“Cuomo, who was a Democratic favorite early in the crisis, admitted his
administration did not promptly answer questions from the public and media about
the number of residents in New York’s nursing homes and long-term care facilities
who died from covid-19 — now more than 13,000,” Meryl writes.

Hans Pennink/AP Cuomo delivers his State of the State address in Albany, N.Y. in
January. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, Pool, File)
Cuomo said that delayed response allowed for a void “filled with skepticism, cynicism,
and conspiracy theories which furthered the confusion.” But he defended his
administration’s actions in the face of an unprecedented strain.
“If you could do it all over again,” Cuomo said, “I understand the public had
questions and concerns and the press had many questions about nursing homes.”
“Cuomo’s remarks come days after his top aide Melissa DeRosa admitted in a call
with state lawmakers that the administration ‘froze’ handling an inquiry sent from the
legislature about the data while it handled a request sent by the Department of Justice
regarding the deaths,” Meryl writes.
“In DeRosa’s conversation with lawmakers, first reported by the New York Post, she
said the administration feared the data would be ‘used against us.’”
More coronavirus news
Hundreds of public health workers who have been deployed to combat the
coronavirus are still waiting on vaccines.

“Two months after federal officials authorized the first coronavirus vaccine for use,
there is still no plan to allot vaccine supply to fully inoculate the commissioned corps
of the U.S. Public Health Service, a 6,000-person force that has been deployed to care
for coronavirus patients, set up vaccination sites and perform other health tasks on
behalf of the federal government,” The Post’s Dan Diamond reports.
The corps is a uniformed service of the government, and health department officials
say they should be eligible for vaccinations under the Pentagon’s vaccination priority
list, but some officers have been turned away when they try to get vaccines at military
treatment sites.

USPHS/USPHS Acting surgeon general Susan Orsega has sought to get the corps its
own supply of vaccine doses or have officers covered through the 1 million doses
allotted to the Defense Department.
The Biden administration has repeatedly touted the corps as a central part of the
president’s plan to ramp up vaccinations.
A Health and Human Services Department official, speaking on the condition of
anonymity to discuss in-progress plans, told The Post the administration was working
to vaccinate the commissioned corps and had secured additional doses to be
administered at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center.
A new study suggests the virus variant B.1.1.7, first identified in the United Kingdom,
is more deadly for those who contract it. U.K. scientists had already estimated that
the variant is more transmissible, and they now think it is likely 30 to 70 percent more
deadly and is also associated with an increase in hospitalizations, The Post’s Miriam
Berger reports.
The World Health Organization listed AstraZeneca and Oxford University’s
coronavirus vaccine for emergency use, Reuters reports. The global health
organization’s move will widen global access to the shot, which is cheaper and easier
to distribute compared with some of its rivals. The United States has still not
approved the vaccine and is waiting for the results of U.S.-based clinical trials.

Vadim Ghirda/AP A woman gets the Astra Zeneca coronavirus vaccine in Bucharest,
Romania. (Vadim Ghirda/AP)
U. S.-based Moderna pledged it would uphold “equitable access principles” with its
coronavirus vaccine when it accepted a $900,000 early investment from the Coalition
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, a nonprofit committed to equally distributing
vaccine doses globally, The Post’s Emily Rauhala reports.
V.
W. But more than a year later, the company has almost completely shut poor
countries out of its vaccine allocations and has yet to make any commitments to
Covax, the WHO-backed effort to ensure equitable vaccine distribution.
Millions of rapid coronavirus antigen tests distributed to states have gone unused, the
Wall Street Journal’s Brianna Abbott and Sarah Krouse report. At least 32 million of
143 million BinaxNow rapid tests, made by Abbott Laboratories, were not used as of
February, according to a review of state inventories.

Ted S. Warren/AP A BinaxNOW rapid coronavirus test. (Ted S. Warren/AP)
Elsewhere in health care
A new enrollment window for health insurance markets has opened in most states.

The opening comes after Biden last month ordered markets that ended their
enrollment period in December to reopen. The new enrollment period will last
through May 15.
“This new window could be useful for people who recently lost their coverage or
couldn’t find a plan last year. Experts have said the number of uninsured people has
risen during the pandemic due to layoffs,” the Associated Press reports.

