Here’s a look at what daily life looks like in Russia
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In terms of size, Russia is the biggest country in the world, spanning nine different
time zones and covering a vast expanse of 17.1 million square kilometres (6.6 million
square miles). From the bustling streets of Moscow to the windswept steppes of
Siberia, this is what daily life in Russia looks like.

Tradition meets innovation
In Moscow, a woman sits on the street wearing a traditional dress, while a man walks
past her, looking at his mobile phone.

Past and present collide
A young couple kisses in front of a cross erected to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of World War II. In the background is the main building of Moscow State
University in the capital of Russia.

A beautiful commute
People walk through the Mayakovskaya station in Moscow. The capital’s metro
system is famous for its ornate stations such as this one, built in 1938, featuring art
decor stainless-steel columns and unique mosaics.

Sleeping on the street
A woman walks past two men sleeping on the street in Moscow. In 2017, it was
estimated that some five million people were homeless in Russia.

A day of solidarity
People ride in a metro carriage past flowers on the platform, placed there in memory
of those who died during the terrorist attack at the Park Kultury metro station in
Moscow. Bombers attacked Lubyanka and Park Kultury underground stations on the
morning of March 29, 2010, killing 39 and injuring dozens more.

The national drink
Visitors sample vodka at Moscow’s Vodka Museum, which opened in 2001 and
showcases the 500-year history of Russian vodka from invention to present day. The
museum houses more than 600 types of vodka, traditional vodka recipes from the 18th
century, posters, photographs, and documents from different time periods.

Old meets new
A young family plays a game in front of a massive monument of Soviet state founder
Vladimir Lenin at the All-Russia Exhibition Centre in Moscow.

I’m watching you

A woman walks past a giant owl head graffiti on a wall in Moscow.

Christmas in Moscow
A woman sells Christmas decorations in Moscow. Russian Orthodox Christmas falls
on January 7.

An abandoned Orthodox church
A girl rides her bicycle past the old wooden church of Elijah the Prophet in the
village of Saminsky Pogost in the Vologda region.

The Farm Fair
People shop for fresh fruits and vegetables at the Farm Fair in the GUM department
store in Red Square, downtown Moscow. The produce comes from different regions of
Russia, including Tver, Lipetsk, Belgorod region, Kostroma, Voronezh, and Moscow.

An old truck in Kinerma
An old truck weathers the storm in Kinerma, a historical village featuring wooden
architecture—with many of the homes dating to the 16th century—and an example of
a traditional settlement in Karelia. Only seven people live year-round in the village,

which serves as an open-air museum. In 2016, it was named the most beautiful village
in Russia.

On frozen lake
A van is parked on frozen Lake Baikal, in the southern part of eastern Siberia. Baikal
is the oldest existing freshwater lake on the planet—some 20 million years old—and
the deepest continental body of water, reaching a depth of 1,620 metres (5,315 feet).
It is also the largest freshwater lake in the world by volume, containing roughly
one-fifth of the Earth’s surface fresh water.

Fishing in the Neva River

A man fishes in the Neva River on its northern bank in St. Petersburg, Russia’s
second-largest city after Moscow. With the Neva River and multiple canals running
through it, the city is nicknamed the Venice of the North.

In the footsteps of giants
A boy squats on a monument depicting soldiers who died during the First World War
at the Victory Park Memorial complex at Poklonnaya Hill in Moscow.

In the shadow of the past
In Sochi, a woman talks on her phone with the larger-than-life mosaic of former
communist leader Vladimir Lenin looming behind her.

Busking on the street
A street musician plays the violin in an underpass in Moscow.

Camaraderie at any age
Four elderly women socialize on a park bench in Sochi during the 2014 Olympic
Games.

Dog at dusk
A husky stands guard on top of a hay bale in the small town of Porkhov, in
northwestern Russia.

A Siberian pup
A young woman pets her young Siberian husky along the harbour in Novorossiysk, a
port city on the Black Sea in southern Russia.

Reindeer races
In Murmansk, the world’s largest city north of the Arctic Circle, nearly 50 km (31
miles) from the Barents Sea, skiers are pulled by reindeer during a winter festival.

Keeping warm
A woman warms her hands on a large samovar (tea kettle) in Red Square, which is
decorated for the new year and Christmas holidays in Moscow. Traditionally, most
Russian households would have a samovar to heat water.

Park Vatan at night
Under the streetlights, the empty benches in a park in Ufa create an eerie atmosphere.

An illuminated snowplow
A snowplow appears animated by streetlights in Park Pobedy, Moscow.

A market in winter
People shop at an outdoor market in St. Petersburg.

A subway ride through Moscow
A young woman and man ride the subway at Volzhskaya Station in Moscow.

Play ball
Boys play ball in Vladivostok, a seaport at the extreme point of the Russian Far East
and the eastern terminus of the Trans-Siberian Railroad.

Making traditional Russian footwear
Women work in a felt boot workshop in Soligalich where they handmake traditional
Russian boots called valenki. The boots are not water-resistant but can be worn with
galoshes to keep them dry and protect the felt from wear and tear. They are ideal for
dry snow and frosty weather.

Traditional felt boots on the go
Two girls walk through the snow in Soligalich wearing traditional boots made of wool
felt. Soligalich is one of the smallest towns in Russia, with a traditional handmade felt
boot workshop.

Trekking in Siberia
A woman hiker pauses to look across the Bujljukem Valley, in the Saylyugem
Mountains, on Tschuja Steppe, in Altai Republic.

Horseback riding through Siberia
A group of tourists rides horses across the Tschuja Steppe in Siberia. The area is
famous for its long, severe, and virtually snowless winters.

Hockey in the capital
Young men play hockey on an outdoor rink in Moscow. Ice hockey is the national
sport in Russia.

Skiing at sunset
A boy skis through the countryside in March outside the Rostov suburbs as the sun
sinks into the land. While spring comes earlier to Russian cities, winter lasts longer in
rural areas.

Street vendors
Two elderly women sell vegetables they have grown in the countryside outside
Moscow. Some seniors sell items to supplement their pensions.

Goose Day
A young woman sells her homemade geese souvenirs on Goose Day, which was first
held in Kologriv in 2005 to celebrate the arrival of the geese. Some 12,000 wild geese
migrate from the Netherlands, Germany, and Belgium, taking a detour to rest for a
month in Kologriv, where there are few people and little industry, before they head to
the Russian Arctic.

David and Goliath
The small village of Lokhino lies in the shadow of high-rise apartment buildings, two
kilometers (1.2 miles) outside Moscow. The suburbs surrounding the capital have
grown rapidly in recent years to keep up with the rise in population.

On their way to FIFA
People make their way through the Komsomolskaya metro station in Moscow, many
on their way to the FIFA World Cup that was held in the Russian capital in 2018.

A show of lights
Elektrozavodskaya metro station in Moscow was named after the nearby electric light
bulb factory. Opened in 1944, the station continues to impress commuters with its
show of lights.

Extra security in the aftermath
A police officer with his dog inspects a metro station in Moscow. Security measures
were tightened in the metro after a blast in St. Petersburg in 2017 killed 14 people
and wounded more than 50 others.

Street market
An elderly woman tries to sell what she can on a street in a suburb of Moscow. Some
seniors sell items illegally to supplement their pensions.

Demolition of shopping pavilions
A man walks past debris from a demolished trade pavilion that was built without
permission near a metro station in Moscow. More than a hundred shopping pavilions
were flattened during a single night.

Fall colour
A man pushes a baby carriage while jogging through the stunning orange foliage
of autumn in Moscow.

Ice fishing
People gather on the ice to fish in Amur Bay, Vladivostok. Ice fishing is a popular
pastime in Russia.

Fish for sale
Workers at a fish market in Listvyanka, on the shores of Lake Baikal, play cards to
while away the time.

Chinese workers
Chinese guest workers take a lunch break in Vladivostok. Foreign workers from
China, Vietnam, and North Korea are popular to hire among Russian business people
because they will work for low wages and in poor conditions.

Maslyanitsa celebrations
People jump over a burning effigy of Lady Maslyanitsa in St. Petersburg during
Maslyanitsa celebrations, the oldest Russian folk holiday that dates to pagan times.
The festive time is also known as Pancake Week, as Russians serve pancakes, which
symbolize the sun, with items such as caviar, fish, nuts, and honey pies. Celebrated

during the week before Lent, Maslyanitsa is both a celebration of the dead, but also
the end of winter.

Victory Day celebrations
Youth cadets march past the Kremlin in Kazan, the capital of the Republic of
Tatarstan, a semi-autonomous region in Russia. The Victory Day festivities celebrate
Russia’s victory over Nazi Germany.

Dachshunds on parade
In St. Petersburg, residents dress up their dachshunds and put them on parade as part
of the City Day celebrations, marking the founding of the city in 1703.

Christmas lights
Nevsky Prospect is lit up for the holiday season in central St. Petersburg.

Easter celebrations
A young girl receives an Easter egg after church service in Moscow. Easter,
or Paskha, is the biggest Orthodox religious holiday in Russia, following 40 days of
Lent, when observers abstain from meat, dairy, and other foods. Easter eggs are an
important part of the holiday and are traditionally painted red with onion skins,
symbolizing resurrection.

