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Nearly 80 years have passed since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
carried out by the U.S. military during the final stage of World War II in 1945. The
atomic terror continues. And the shock of seeing the images of everything that caused
the bomb to explode in the two Japanese cities persists.

The consequences of an atomic attack
Increased risk of malignant tumors, enormous damage to the environment, chronic
radiation sickness, psychological shock... The list of terrible consequences is very
long.

Time stood still
Found among the remains of Hiroshima, a clock that stopped at the time of the
explosion.

Just a shadow
Another mocking trace of the massacre that was Hiroshima. Where there was a
human being, after the explosion, only a shadow remained.

Shadows of Hiroshima
The effect that occurs as a result of the action of light radiation on a body during an
atomic explosion is called the "Hiroshima shadow”.

Thousands of victims
As a result of the explosion, 80,000 people died instantly, but after a while there were
a large number of deaths from cancer and other ailments caused by radiation.
According to various estimates, between 130,000 and 226,000 people died as a result
of the bombing, mostly civilians.

Hibakusha: the survivors who were affected by radiation
People who survived the atomic explosions are known as "hibakusha" (translated
from Japanese as "people affected by exposure"). In the photo, a victim of an
explosion in a makeshift hospital in a bank building in Hiroshima.

The bomb caused deaths for decades
If we include deaths from radioactive contamination of children born to women
exposed to the explosions, it can be said that the bombs have continued to cause
casualties until yesterday. In 2013, the estimated number of deaths adding up deaths
in the years after the bomb was about 450,000: 286,818 in Hiroshima and 162,083 in
Nagasaki.

Fighting radiation (years later)
Children wearing masks to try to protect themselves from radioactive contamination
in the city of Hiroshima in 1948.

Hiroshima: The Movie
A scene from the 1952 film Hiroshima, funded by the School Teachers Union of Japan,
documenting the devastation caused by the atomic bomb.

Nature struggles and survives
Above we see burned trees 860 meters from the epicenter of the 1945 explosion in
Hiroshima. The photo below shows the same trees on May 26, 2016.

Hiroshima Atomic Dome: An Icon
The Hiroshima Chamber of Commerce Exhibition Center building was one of the few
buildings that the bomb did not completely destroy. In 1996, it was included in the
UNESCO World Heritage List as a reminder of the terrible event.

Peace Memorial Park
Today, in the territory next to the Atomic Dome is the Peace Memorial Park, which is
visited by millions of people from all over the world.

Setsuko Thurlow: A Survivor
In the picture, Setsuko Thurlow, the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize winner for his
participation in the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, hands Pope
Francis a lamp with a flame that originated with the Hiroshima explosion. The photo
was taken on March 20, 2019 in St. Peter's Square in the Vatican.

Paul Tibbets
The bomb on Hiroshima was dropped by Colonel Paul Tibbets from a B-29 bomber,
which he named "Enola Gay" after the soldier's mother. He died in 2007 at the age of
92.

"I would do it again”
Tibbets did not regret what happened and years later, in 2005, he told The
Asia-Pacific Journal: "If they put me in the same situation, then yes, damn it, I would
do it again.”

Baby: The Atomic Bomb
This is what the atomic bomb, nicknamed "Baby", which was dropped on Hiroshima
on August 6, 1945, looked like.

Charles Sweeney
Charles Sweeney, commander of the B-29 Bockscar bomber, dropped the bomb on the
city of Nagasaki. At the time he was 25 years old and it was the first bomb he
dropped.

Fat Man on Nagasaki
On August 9, 1945, the plutonium atomic bomb named Fat Man was dropped on
another Japanese city: Nagasaki.

The goal was another
Few people know that it was planned to drop the bomb on the city of Kokura but, due
to bad weather conditions, the bomb had to be dropped on Nagasaki. Charles
Sweeney gave talks at colleges and universities about his role in dropping the bomb.
He died at Boston Hospital in 2004 at the age of 84. In the picture, his funeral with
honors.

Barrak Obama in Hiroshima
Obama became the first sitting U.S. president to visit Hiroshima in 2016. He affirmed
that the world must find a way to prevent a disaster like this from happening again
and called for the abandonment of nuclear weapons.

Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum
In 1950, the Peace Memorial Museum in Hiroshima was opened to tell the whole
world about the terrible tragedy and consequences of exposure to atomic radiation.

Memory
In the park we can see the memorial to the victims of the atomic bombing, the
Memorial Museum of Peace, the Atomic Dome, the monument to the peace of the
children, the room of the memory of the victims of the atomic bombing, as well as
other monuments in the surroundings of the park.

The Amazing Story of Sadako Sasaki and the Paper Cranes
One of the stories of the victims of Hiroshima is that of a girl, Sadako Sasaki, who
died a few years later from the effects of the bomb. Sadako believed to the end in the
legend of the thousand paper cranes, which can cure even a seriously ill person. But
her healing did not come.

Paper cranes: a symbol of the struggle for peace
Sadako dedicated herself to making paper cranes in the hospital, hoping that they
would heal her. Paper cranes became her last hope of healing, but she died before
she could make the last one. People were amazed by their desire for life and eternal
hope, and their name, like the paper crane itself, became a symbol of the struggle for
peace and a constant reminder of the terrible consequences of a nuclear explosion.

Hiroshima as a monument to life
Despite the colossal damage and horror caused by the nuclear bombings on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, both cities stood up, fought to resurface and started a
whole new life. Everyone who visits both cities takes with them a sense of wonder at
how this could have happened, as well as a feeling of deep respect for several
generations of their inhabitants.

