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President Biden reverses Trump's executive order banning certain diversity
trainings
Marguerite Ward (insider@insider.com)
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One of President Joe Biden's first orders of business as America's newly elected
leader was to sign an executive order reversing former President Donald
Trump's ban on certain federally funded diversity and inclusion (D&I) trainings.
Last September, Trump banned agencies and companies receiving federal funding
from participating in trainings that discussed issues like "white privilege" and
"unconscious bias," saying they were "offensive and anti-American."
On Wednesday, Biden not only removed the ban, but also mandated the government
agencies promote diversity.
"By advancing equity across the federal government, we can create opportunities for
the improvement of communities that have been historically underserved, which
benefits everyone," the order reads.
More than 160 business and nonprofit groups, including the US Chamber of
Commerce, had called on Trump in October to withdraw his executive order, saying it
had "a chilling effect on legitimate and valuable D&I training companies use to foster
inclusive workplaces."

In December, US District Judge Beth Labson Freeman issued a preliminary
nationwide injunction against Trump's order, ruling on a lawsuit filed by LGBT rights
groups in November.
In October, The NAACP Legal Defense Fund filed a separate complaint in federal
court in Washington, D.C., along with the National Urban League and the National
Fair Housing Alliance.
On the campaign trail, Biden said diversity trainings are needed inside the federal
government.
"There is racial insensitivity. People have to be made aware of what other people feel
like, what insults them, what is demeaning to them. It's important that people know,"
Biden said.
"The only way we're going to bring this country together is to bring everybody
together."

In Final Hours of Presidency, Republicans Split on Disavowing or Defending
Trump
Ramsey Touchberry
The last day on the job as president would typically be a prime opportunity for
members of the outgoing commander-in-chief's party to tout policy achievements and
celebrate accomplishments.
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Trump, the first president in more than 150 years to refuse to attend his successor's
inauguration, is expected to spend the final minutes of his presidency at his
Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida.
But for President Donald Trump—consistent with his four years in office—his
departure from public service has been anything but normal.
The GOP that Trump was leaving behind was caught in a civil war of its own making,
faced with a choice between defending the outgoing president against impeachment
charges or using the opportunity to distance themselves from a politician exiled from
social media with a suddenly toxic presence for many in his party.
"The mob was fed lies," Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), once a
staunch ally to Trump, said in a floor speech Tuesday. "They were provoked by the
president and other powerful people."
In the waning days of his presidency, Republicans on Capitol Hill were forced to field
questions about his alleged dangerous conduct that helped fuel an attack on their very
institution as Trump prepared to break yet another norm: flouting calls for unity by
snubbing his successor's inauguration.
In contrast to the first Trump impeachment, when they dismissed the charges as "dead
on arrival," GOP senators have been far less willing to reject outright the single
charge of "incitement of insurrection" sent by the House.
The willingness to even entertain the notion was yet another sign of the diverging
views within the party as members grapple with how to handle Trump's departure
from the nation's capital.
"I've heard people talk about a vote of conscience," said Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas),
a top member of the Republican Conference. "I think that's a good way to put it."
Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), a leadership member who is among those in charge of the
inauguration, steered clear of any topics other than those related to that event, which
is being held amid heightened security threats after the Jan. 6 riot that occurred on
the very stage where President-elect Joe Biden was about to be sworn in.
"I have no thoughts on anything except the inauguration tomorrow that I'm in charge
of," he said Tuesday.
Trump will not attend Biden's inauguration, marking the first such time in more than
150 years that a president will spurn his successor's inauguration. Instead, he and
first lady Melania Trump embarked from the White House one final time and flew on
Air Force One to their South Florida Mar-a-Lago residence hours before the
ceremony.
Meanwhile, McConnell and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) were
among bipartisan Congressional leaders who attended church service with Biden.

Trump offered remarks to supporters at Joint Base Andrews prior to disembarking.
Although his prepared speech mentioned Biden and Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris, he ultimately did not reference either by name.
"I wish the new administration great luck and great success," Trump said. "Goodbye.
We love you. We will be back in some form."
Many Democrats have in essence said good riddance. Biden has said Trump's
decision not to attend his inauguration was "one of the few things we have ever
agreed on."
The cordial inauguration process is meant to represent the peaceful transfer of power
from one commander-in-chief to another. Given the heightened tensions in the wake
of the Capitol riot—for which many Republicans have said Trump is at least partially
responsible for—refusing to show a basic sign of unity was another aspect of his
tenure that did not sit well with some in the GOP.
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"I had publicly said he should attend," Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) said.
"The powerful image of one chief executive and one commander-in-chief freely
bowing to the will of the people is a powerful signal that we like to send to the rest of
the world."
Other Republicans offered full-throated defenses of Trump, aligning themselves with
those who feel impeachment is splitting the country further apart—far more than
Trump could ever do by simply skipping the inauguration or through his words.

Sens. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) and Roger Marshall (R-Kan.) labeled the forthcoming
post-office impeachment trial "unconstitutional."
"The only reason I can say is that Democrats want to further divide the nation," Ernst
said. "I'm asking President-elect Joe Biden: Please, let's move forward."
Democrats' endeavor to convict Trump is twofold: hold him accountable for his
bombastic rhetoric leading up to the riot—not only in the hours before, but the days
and weeks prior, too—and bar him from ever holding federal office again.
It remains to be seen whether enough Senate Republicans will vote to find the
departing president guilty. But it's clear that although the party he leaves behind is
bitterly divided as it charts a new path in a post-Trump era, he will continue to have
allies in Congress who will undoubtedly make conviction a tough selling point for
many.
"Not only is it unconstitutional to impeach a president after he leaves office,"
Marshall said in a statement, "I firmly believe an impeachment effort at this juncture
will only raise already heated temperatures of the American public and further divide
our country at a time when we should be focused on bringing the country together
and moving forward."

What's Next for Biden's $1,400 Stimulus Checks? Hurdles, Holdups and
Compromise
Jason Lemon
President Joe Biden made clear that his top priority after taking office would be
addressing the surging COVID-19 pandemic while simultaneously passing additional
relief to support American workers and families amid the economic fallout from the
novel virus. But whether the president will be able to garner significant bipartisan
support for another massive relief bill remains to be seen.
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Biden aims to quickly pass a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill with bipartisan
support.
The president and Democratic lawmakers are weighing their options with Biden's
opening offer being a $1.9 trillion package—including $1,400 stimulus checks for
most Americans; higher federal unemployment benefits; aid for states and schools;
and additional funds for testing and vaccine distribution, among a slew of other
priorities.
Although Biden has repeatedly said he wants to govern with bipartisan support, and
is actively meeting with GOP lawmakers to discuss the legislation, some
moderate Republicans have already expressed skepticism about passing another
sizable package so soon after supporting the $900 billion stimulus legislation in
December.
Meanwhile, Democrats only have the narrowest control in the Senate and a slim
majority in the House—meaning any Democratic defections could cause serious
headaches for the Biden administration's goals.
On top of that, the Senate is in the process of confirming the new president's nominees
for his Cabinet and other administration roles, while the questions surrounding how
former President Donald Trump's impeachment trial could play out remain under
discussion. Even if Biden were to attempt to pass the relief bill without Republican
buy-in, the realities of the current Senate agenda would delay the process.
Typically, the COVID-19 relief package would need 60 votes to pass through the
Senate—a tall order, as it would mean at least 10 Republican Senators would need to
back the bill. If Biden is unable to garner that support, however, Democrats have said
they can go through the so-called budget reconciliation process, which would only
need a slim majority to pass.
"When the GOP controlled the Senate, they passed trillions in tax breaks largely to
the top 1 percent and multinational corporations by a simple majority vote through

reconciliation," Senator Bernie Sanders, a Vermont independent who caucuses with
the Democrats, tweeted on Wednesday.
"We must use the same process to protect working families, the sick and the poor," he
added.
Sanders, now the chair of the Senate Budget Committee as Democrats have taken
control of the Senate, would be integral to the reconciliation process to push through
Biden's proposal. But at the present, Democrats and the Biden White House remain
hopeful that they can garner at least some Republican support.
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki told reporters during a Wednesday evening
briefing that Biden's "clear preference" is to work with Republican to pass further
relief. Psaki added that the administration is "not going to take any tools off the table
for how the House and Senate can get this urgent package done."
While opposition from GOP lawmakers such as Senators Ted Cruz of Texas and Rand
Paul of Kentucky—who staunchly opposed the $900 aid package in December would
be expected, even some more moderate Republicans have expressed concerns about
another package so soon.
Senator Lisa Murkowski, an Alaska Republican, said this week that "the ink is just
barely dry on the $900 billion" bill from December, Bloomberg reported.
Senator Mitt Romney, a Utah Republican, shared a similar view, suggesting that
Biden's $1.9 trillion offer is "not well-timed." Romney said lawmakers should give the
December relief bill "some time to be able to influence the economy."
Murkowski and Romney are key members of the bipartisan Common Sense Coalition
in the Senate. Other members of the group, Republican Senator Susan Collins of
Maine and moderate Democratic Senator Joe Manchini of West Virginia, plan to
meet with Biden's economic advisers in the coming days to discuss the package.
Whether they will reach a compromise remains an open question, and some
lawmakers are suggesting Congress should pass a smaller bipartisan package in the
short term.
"One of the things I think could really get people together is vaccine distribution ...
and maybe there's some additional monetary assistance," Representative Tom Reed, a
New York Republican who co-chairs the bipartisan Problem Solvers Caucus,
said, Politico reported. "Maybe there's a conversation there to be had."
Meanwhile, many economists are urging lawmakers to go big to address the
magnitude of the crises. New weekly unemployment claims remain at historic highs,
and millions of Americans are struggling to have food. At the same time, the novel
virus continues to spread rapidly, as the U.S. remains the country with the highest
number of deaths and infections. More than 406,000 Americans have died of
COVID-19 in the past year.
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Josh Bivens, director of research at the Economic Policy Institute, praised Biden's
plan shortly after it was unveiled last week.
"Most importantly, this package is at the scale of the problems it is aiming to solve.
To support the spending and investment needed to fully repair the labor market, we
estimated in early December that roughly $3 trillion was needed.
Less than one-third of this amount was included in the end-of-year recovery package,
and the Biden administration's proposal fills in the remaining amount," Bivens said in
a statement.
Newsweek reached out to the White House as well as House and Senate leaders for
comment, but they did not immediately respond.

Progressives Welcome Joe Biden Inauguration, Insist It's Time to 'Get to Work'
JAMES WALKER
Progressive lawmakers welcomed the inauguration of President Joe Biden on
Wednesday, but said it was time for Democrats to get to work on a "better future" for
the country.

"The Squad" of six progressive representatives and others on the party's left wing
called on the Democrats to improve the "material conditions" of Americans
struggling in the pandemic—and to push for "real substantial change" while the party
held control of Congress and the executive branch.
Several of the progressive lawmakers backed Sen. Bernie Sanders during the
Democratic primaries, but rallied behind Biden after he secured the party nomination.
Now they have signaled that they will pressure the administration and congressional
leadership to deliver on policy.
Posting on social media after the inauguration, one member of the Squad, Rep. Ilhan
Omar (D-MN), said: "We will have the opportunity to carry out the most progressive
agenda our country has ever seen. I am committed to pushing the Biden
Administration to implement real, substantial change.
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"Today we celebrate. Tomorrow we work to organize and build a progressive
prosperous future."
The newly elected Rep. Cori Bush (D-MO) tweeted: "Congratulations on making
history, Madam Vice President Kamala Harris. I'm excited to partner with you and
President Joe Biden to get our communities the help we need."
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) also described the inauguration as a
"historic" day, congratulating Biden and Harris before calling for action on the
environment and economy.

"Now we must begin creating justice, healing our planet and improving the material
conditions for all people," she tweeted. "The work is on all of us to organize and build
a better future."
Speaking to Spectrum News NY1, Rep. Jamaal Bowman (D-NY) said he liked what he
had heard on the Biden administration's plans for tackling the COVID-19 pandemic,
but added that there was "a lot to do" on economic and racial justice.
Rep. Pramila Jayapal, chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, posted:
"President Joe Biden. Vice President Kamala Harris. A Democratic House
AND Senate. We've got a LOT of work to do. Let's get started!"
The new president was quick to undo several of Donald Trump's key policies within
hours of entering the White House, signing an order permitting the U.S. to rejoin
the Paris climate agreement.
Biden also made a number of decisions on immigration. The president ordered that
construction of Trump's border wall be paused within a week, arguing that the project
was a "waste of money" as he directed administration officials to investigate the
legality of funding for the wall.
It shall be the policy of my Administration that no more American taxpayer dollars be
diverted to construct a border wall," Biden said. "I am also directing a careful review
of all resources appropriated or redirected to construct a southern border wall."

Biden Presses Pause on Trump's Border Wall as Vast Swathes Left Unfinished
JAMES WALKER
President Joe Biden paused construction of the border wall on Wednesday night as
more than 200 miles of federally-funded sections of the barrier remained incomplete
or in the pre-construction phase, according to the latest official figures.
Delivering on a campaign promise, Biden issued a proclamation ordering that
construction of President Donald Trump's border wall be stopped, labeling the
project a "waste of money" and a poor policy solution.
The newly-inaugurated president also ordered officials to probe the legality of the
funding for the border wall, and what would result if the administration were to end
construction of the barrier altogether.
"It shall be the policy of my Administration that no more American taxpayer dollars
be diverted to construct a border wall," Biden said. "I am also directing a careful
review of all resources appropriated or redirected to construct a southern border
wall."
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Under the terms of the order, construction projects along the southern border wall
must be brought to a halt in no more than seven days' time. Administration officials in
the Pentagon and Department of Homeland Security have also been tasked with
developing a plan for border wall funds to be redirected.
However, the president's team have also been told to consider how they could
"repurpose" contracts for constructors working on the border wall, while also using
funds provided by Congress with their intended purpose in mind.
U. S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) contractors have so far completed 452
milesof the border wall initiated by Trump, the agency's latest figures show. The bulk
of border wall construction has simply involved replacing previous barriers, while
around 80 miles of brand new primary and secondary sections of wall have been
constructed.
The Department for Homeland Security said in late October that 738 miles of border
wall had been funded. That could means as much as 286 miles of border wall is still
under construction or in the pre-construction phase.
The Washington Post reported that the Biden administration could be obligated to
complete as much as 227 miles of further border wall construction funded by
Congress since 2018.
Newsweek has contacted the CBP for comment and further details on how much
federally-funded border wall is yet to be constructed. This article will be updated with
any response.

Reacting to Biden's hasty move to block further construction of the southern border
wall, the Mexican Foreign Secretary Marcelo Ebrard said the country welcomed the
move to end construction of the barrier between the neighbors.
"Mexico welcomes the end of the construction of the wall, the immigration initiative
in favor of DACA and a path towards dual citizenship," he tweeted. "As the
[President Lopez Obrador] wrote a few years ago to the now President Joe Biden,
bridges open the way to cooperation and understanding."
Former President Trump repeatedly promised to make Mexico pay for the
construction of the border wall during the 2016 election campaign cycle. Mexico
never paid for the barrier.

Joe Biden's Biggest Challenge? The U.S.-Mexico Border, Where 67,000 Migrants
Are Stranded
JASON MCGAHAN - Politics (This story is co-published with Capital & Main)
When Joe Biden takes his oath of office outside the U.S. Capitol building on January
20, he will inherit an immigration system transformed by the hardliner agenda
of Donald Trump.
The new president-elect has vowed to undo nearly all of the 450 "irresponsible and
inhumane" executive actions of the Trump administration. These range from sweeping
measures like the Muslim travel ban, the separation of children from their parents at
the border and erecting a southwestern border wall, to the petty, such as rejecting
citizenship claims because an application form had been left blank in parts.
The first law of holes is to stop digging, and migrants, immigration advocates and
public intellectuals have celebrated Biden's victory firstly because he is unlikely to dig
the hole any deeper. Experts say the test for Biden will be if his administration can fill
in the holes fast enough to hold his coalition together.
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The higher profile, procedurally simple changes will be the easiest to do away with,
says Sarah Pierce, a lawyer and policy analyst at the nonpartisan Migration Policy
Institute. Other changes like a wealth test on green-card applicants, known as the
public charge rule, require issuing a new regulation and will likely get hung up on
time-consuming procedural factors.
"It's unlikely they're going to have the ability to reverse all the Trump changes, and
that's going to be hard for people to swallow or to understand," Pierce said.
Both wings of the Democratic Party, however, welcome the return to institutional
norms represented in Biden's nomination of Alejandro Mayorkas as the head of
the Department of Homeland Security.
Mayorkas, who came to the U.S. as a political refugee from Cuba, previously led U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services during the Obama administration, and then was
deputy secretary of DHS.
Mayorkas, an expert in Byzantine policy matters, oversaw the creation of the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, an Obama-era executive
action rescinded by Trump in 2017 that shielded from deportation about 650,000
youths who came to the country illegally as children. Biden has pledged to reinstate
the program within his first 100 days in office.
The biggest challenge in store for the Biden administration lies at the U.S.-Mexico
border, where an estimated 67,000 migrants are stranded in Mexican cities awaiting
asylum hearings in U.S. immigration courts. In Tijuana, migrants were "ecstatic" at

the results of the elections, said Erika Pinheiro, the litigation director of Al Otro Lado,
which provides free legal representation to asylum-seekers in the sprawling border
metropolis.
"The assumption was it's over if Trump gets reelected, and there's some hope if Biden
is elected. Though depending on who you talk to, the expectations vary." Pinheiro is
involved in discussions with policymakers over rescinding the Trump-era program
known the Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP), which forces asylum-seekers back to
Mexico.
On border security, the Trump administration has worked tirelessly to seal off the
southern border to asylum-seekers — an effort supercharged by the pandemic. Since
March, the administration has used an order from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to turn away migrants before they have a chance to apply for asylum.
Like many Trump immigration policies, both the COVID-era health decree and the
MPP can be easily undone with the stroke of Biden's pen. The question threatening a
rift between liberal and moderate Biden supporters is, should they?
Biden says he will rescind the MPP — also known as Remain in Mexico — but the
incoming president has not said what he plans to do with the tens of thousands of
asylum-seekers living in limbo in crowded shelters and makeshift camps along the
border.
Advocates want those who meet the qualifications let into the country and paroled.
But former top immigration officials under President Obama warn that appearing too
lenient too quickly could set off a northward stampede to the border. A recent surge in
border crossings is expected to intensify in the coming months.
"If you let these 67,000 people into the country all at once, then what do you do with
the next 67,000 that show up?" said Alan Bersin, assistant secretary for international
affairs and chief diplomatic officer in the Department of Homeland Security's Office
of Policy under Obama.
"There are ways to do it gradually over time."
Push factors driving migrants northward to the border have only gotten worse in
Mexico and Central America during the COVID crisis. Economies are battered from
shutdowns and extreme weather events. Coffee rust has blighted the crops farmers
rely on in Guatemala.
Hundreds of Hondurans devastated by a pair of hurricanes gathered to walk in a
caravan to the U.S. in December. Homeland Security officials have been preparing
for a surge in Central American migrants to the border since Election Day. If there is
a surge, how will the new administration handle it?
Biden has promised to dispatch additional asylum officers to review the cases of
recent border crosiers and keep cases with positive credible-fear findings with the
United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, alleviating the burden on
immigration courts.

Similarly, Biden will double the number of immigration judges, court staff and
interpreters in an effort to clear a backlog of more than 1 million immigration cases
in the administrative system.
"If you're going to abandon MPP you have to flood the zone with the rule of law,"
said John Sandweg, a former acting director of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement under President Obama.
"The administration will rightfully be concerned with the perception we've lost the
integrity of the border, and an asylum surge can create that perception quickly."
At least one hot button change from the Trump era may continue to serve a purpose
for Biden: the idea that the U.S. cannot wait until migration flows arrive at its
southern border to act.
Trump enlisted substantial assistance from Mexican President Andrés Manuel López
Obrador to restrain Central American migration across Mexico's southern border.
López Obrador additionally agreed to accept the return from the United States of
asylum applicants to wait in Mexico for the adjudication of their petitions.
Trump also signed agreements with Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras to require
migrants on their way to the U.S. to apply for protections in those countries first.
Biden says he will reassert America's commitment to asylum-seekers and refugees,
but he has not said what he plans to do about the cooperation with Mexico and the
series of bilateral agreements with the Northern Triangle countries of Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador.
Bersin, the Obama-era DHS official, says that while the Trump-era agreements were
designed to stifle asylum claims, they should be maintained for six to 12 months to
avoid having the president-elect confronted with a full-blown border crisis when he
takes office in January.
"This can be accomplished while planning and preparing for a transition to a revised
policy approach that incorporates both humanitarian values and a measured
deterrent to irregular migration," Bersin says.
From Tijuana, Erika Pinheiro is discussing with the Biden transition team relief
possibilities for parents separated from their children at the border. She commended
Biden's commitment to end Remain in Mexico, broaden access to the asylum process
and reunify families that were separated. But January 20 is at hand, and confusion
reigns among migrants stuck in Mexico.
"The administration needs to make a decision whether to focus on the political optics
or the human rights of people who are migrating," she said.

Joe Biden's China Ties Get Off to Rocky Start With String of Warnings From
Beijing Media
JOHN FENG - THE WORLD
A new chapter in U.S.-China relations under President Joe Biden got off to a bumpy
start on Wednesday when his administration criticized Beijing's sanctioning of former
Trump officials and Chinese state media outlets issued a string of warnings about the
country's "bottom line."
Discussing the future relationship between Washington and Beijing on inauguration
day, China's foreign ministry appeared to go to great pains to separate the new U.S.
administration from the old, which Chinese officials have blamed for leading America
down a path of hostility over the past four years.
Minutes after Biden was sworn in as the 46th president of the United States, China
announced a raft of sanctions against 28 officials who worked under former
President Donald Trump.
Chief among the list of "anti-China politicians" was Secretary Mike Pompeo, a vocal
critic of China's ruling Communist Party whose most recent clashes with Beijing
involve Hong Kong, Xinjiang and Taiwan.
The sanctions, which prohibit the U.S. officials from traveling to and doing business
in mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau, were punishment for their efforts in
"interfering in China's domestic affairs" and "undermining China-U.S. relations,"
according to a statement put out by the foreign ministry.
Analysts cited by Chinese state media outlets said the late countermeasures were
meant to set a "bottom line" in already strained bilateral ties. They would also serve
as a warning to Biden's cabinet not to follow the path set by Trump.
The Biden administration, however, responded quickly on Wednesday by condemning
Beijing's sanctions. National Security Council spokesperson Emily Horne told Reuters
the move was "unproductive and cynical."
"Imposing these sanctions on inauguration day is seemingly an attempt to play to
partisan divides," Horne was quoted as saying.
"Americans of both parties should criticize this unproductive and cynical move.
President Biden looks forward to working with leaders in both parties to position
America to out-compete China," she added.
Officially cautious
Horne's statement seemed to speak to a now widely acknowledged bipartisan view on
China and its characterization among cross-party lawmakers as the U.S.'s main
strategic threat going forward.
President Biden's top cabinet nominees—Antony Blinken at the State Department,
Lloyd Austin at the Pentagon and Janet Yellen at the Treasury—have all expressed

views describing Beijing as posing a serious challenge to the security and economic
stability of America and its allies.
Taken at their core, their concerns appeared to be aligned with those of the former
administration, yet China has not acknowledged—at least not publicly—that Biden's
Democratic administration, while likely to seek common ground, will find many of the
Chinese leadership's policies irreconcilable with its own.
Asked Wednesday about President Biden's own unequivocal denouncement of
Beijing's treatment of Uyghur Muslims in the northwestern region of Xinjiang,
China's foreign ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying dodged the question, again
turning her focus to the previous administration and especially Secretary of State
Pompeo.
Hua, who described Pompeo as a "doomed clown," suggested the former State
Department head and other "anti-communist" politicians in Washington had misled
America about Xinjiang, leading to "fundamental mistakes in its strategic perception
of China."
China hoped the Biden administration would make "rational and accurate decisions
on Xinjiang and other important issues," she added.
Hua gave a similar response when quizzed about Secretary of State-designate Blinken,
who in his confirmation hearing Tuesday said he had "no doubt" about the "greatest
challenge" China posed to U.S. interests.
Blinken also expressed agreement with the Trump administration's toughened stance
on China, as well as its classification of human rights violations in Xinjiang as
"genocide." Hua did not respond directly to Blinken's remarks, saying only that she
hoped the U.S. would "adopt a correct perspective" on China.
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A similarly cautious approach—seen among Chinese commentators as the
government's way of leaving room for Biden to mend relations—was taken by
Beijing's Taiwan Affairs Council.
Spokesperson Zhu Fenglian supported the sanctions against the former U.S. officials,
among them Trump's national security adviser Robert O'Brien and his deputy
Matthew Pottinger.
Keith Krach and Alex Azar, two cabinet-level officials who visited Taiwan last year,
also made the list, as did Kelly Craft, the former ambassador to the United
Nations whose visit to Taipei this month was called off at the last minute.
The public in Taiwan, who had become so accustomed to vocal support from the
Trump administration, found their confidence in the more moderate President Biden
suddenly restored when it was announced that Hsiao Bi-khim—the island nation's de
facto ambassador to the U.S.—had been invited to the inauguration on Wednesday.
As the U.S. switched diplomatic ties to recognize Beijing in 1979, Washington and
Taipei began maintaining an unofficial relationship the same year.
Hsiao's appearance made her the first Taiwanese government representative to be
formally invited to a U.S. presidential inauguration in four decades, Taiwan's foreign
ministry spokesperson Joanne Ou told Newsweek in a statement on Thursday.
The move has been described by Taiwan observers as a significant step forward for
bilateral ties, especially as it was initiated by the Joint Congressional Committee on
Inaugural Ceremonies.
However, Zhu, of the Taiwan Affairs Office, directed the blame at Taiwan's ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) during remarks made to press on Thursday. The
DPP, she said, was seeking "secession" from China, and stressed Beijing's opposition
to "any form of official exchange" between Washington and its Taiwanese
counterpart.
Unofficially bullish
While officials have so far refrained from directly airing China's grievances against
the Biden administration, the same tactic was only partially embraced by Beijing's
state-affiliated media outlets.
In a string of articles and editorials published by nationalist Communist Party
tabloid Global Times on Wednesday and Thursday, local commentators warned
President Biden to be wary of China's "boundaries and rules."
The new U.S. president needed to be "responsible and brave" in order to right the
policy wrongs of the last government, said one of the pieces. Biden should also view
the recent reciprocal sanctions as Beijing's drawing of a "red line" on the future of

U.S.-China relations, or risk going the way of the former Soviet Union, the party
newspaper added in another.
Blinken and other cabinet picks, the state-owned tabloid said, only expressed
concerns about China in order to "maximize support for their nominations." Their
words would not necessarily translate into tougher policies on China, the paper
predicted.

China Offers Joe Biden Advice As He Enters Office: Act 'Rational, Objective'
TOM O'CONNOR - The World
China has issued incoming President Joe Biden words of advice on the day of his
inauguration, calling for a more balanced approach to bilateral relations between the
world's two top powers.
As Biden prepared to succeed President Donald Trump, who adopted a particularly
tough position against the People's Republic, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Hua Chunying offered Beijing's desired prospects for the new administration.
"We hope the new administration could meet China halfway, properly handle
differences in the spirit of mutual respect, and conduct mutually-beneficial
cooperation in broader areas," Hua said.
"This is the expectation of both peoples and the whole world."
She also called on the 46th president to "serve the wishes of the people, view China in
a rational and objective light." The goal, Hua said, should be to "put China-U.S.
relations back on the track of healthy and stable development as soon as possible."

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) shakes hands with then-U.S. Vice President Joe
Biden (L) inside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on December 4, 2013.

Relations between Washington and Beijing have deteriorated over four years.
Biden inherits troubled ties between Washington and Beijing, against whom the
Trump administration took measures over accused trade, human rights and
geopolitical abuses.
In the final weeks at his post, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo ramped up criticism of
China and its ruling Communist Party, issuing sanctions and labeling the mass
internment of Muslim Uighurs in the Chinese province of Xinjiang as a "genocide."
Hua dismissed this stance, and called on the new administration not to follow in the
steps of its predecessor.
"We are all victims of the lies, rumors and poison that have been unleashed by
Pompeo and a few other politicians in Washington over the years," Hua said. "So I
think we are on the same page here."
She called for a new approach.
"What Pompeo accused about Xinjiang is simply non-existent," she said. "Then there
are those who are simply buying the rumors spread by this U.S. administration and
lack a basic understanding of the facts."
The Chinese Foreign Ministry later announced sanctions against Pompeo and other
27 other Trump administration officials in relation for a perceived campaign to
damage U.S.-China relations and interfere in Chinese internal affairs.
Though Biden has been largely critical of Trump's policies, his remarks and those of
his appointees appear to signal a willingness to maintain a degree of pressure on
Beijing. On the eve of his inauguration, his pick for top diplomat backed Pompeo's
take on the situation in Xinjiang.
"That would be my judgment as well," nominated Secretary of State Antony Blinken
said of the designation at a confirmation hearing Tuesday.
"I think we're very much in agreement," he said. "The forcing of men, women and
children into concentration camps; trying to, in effect, re-educate them to be
adherents to the ideology of the Chinese Communist Party, all of that speaks to an
effort to commit genocide."
He also offered a partial endorsement of Trump's overall hard-line take on China.
"President Trump was right in taking a tougher approach to China," Blinken said. "I
disagree very much with the way that he went about it in a number of areas, but the
basic principle was the right one, and I think that's actually helpful to our foreign
policy."
Biden himself has said he was no in rush to immediately turn back Trump-era policies
on China, but would focus on working with U.S. allies to handle China.
But China's rapid rise, which has defied COVID-19 setbacks delivered to the rest of
the world, has challenged U.S. dominance like never before, and even Washington's
allies have largely opted for cooperation rather than confrontation with Beijing.

In the weeks leading up to Biden's swearing-in, the European Union defied bipartisan
U.S. reservations in signing a major investment deal with China, which surpassed the
U.S. as the EU's top trading partner last summer.
A survey among 11 European countries released Tuesday by the European Council on
Foreign Relations also showed that majorities wouldn't back the U.S. in a potential
clash with China, and were increasingly seeing Washington as an unreliable partner,
with Beijing likely to surpass it in power over the next decade.

Hunter Biden slips in back door of White House inaugural prayer service
Katherine Doyle - Examiner
One member of the Biden family who drew scorn from former President Donald
Trump during last year's bitter campaign has been front and center since his father,
President Biden, was sworn into office: Hunter Biden.

Provided by Washington Examiner
The new president was joined by family members, including Hunter Biden, at a prayer
service on the president's first full day in office on Thursday. The presidential
offspring, who is under federal investigation, shared an embrace with his father on
the west front of the Capitol moments after the patriarch was sworn in on Wednesday.
He also was close by his father when the first family entered the front door of the
White House several hours later.
His participation in the inaugural events has provided a visual answer to Trump's
campaign rally attack line: "Where's Hunter?"

Members of the Biden family had gathered in the State Dining Room to watch the
virtual inaugural prayer service ceremony hosted by the Washington National
Cathedral. The customary interfaith service dates back to the inauguration of George
Washington and was held virtually this year for the first time.
Announcing the program, Presidential Inaugural Committee CEO Tony Allen said it
would "provide a moment to reflect on the unprecedented challenges we face, as we
enter this new American chapter of healing to beat the pandemic, build back our
economy better, and unify our country."
The president sat with first lady Jill Biden awaiting the start, and several of their
grandchildren sat behind them. Vice President Kamala Harris and second gentleman
Doug Emhoff had their own row.
Hunter Biden entered the room through the back with his wife, Melissa, as Patti
LaBelle sang "The Star-Spangled Banner," his second visit to the White House since
his father took office on Wednesday.
Hunter Biden, who was on the board of a Ukrainian gas company while his father
was vice president, is under criminal investigation by the Justice Department,
reportedly over his business dealings.
In one investigation, the “investigators appear to be focused on Hunter Biden's
business activities connected to China” and “at least one of the matters investigators
have examined is a 2017 gift of a 2.8-carat diamond” that the president's son
received from Chinese tycoon Ye Jianming in 2017, according to CNN.
In a second investigation, law enforcement officials sought detailed financial
information from Hunter Biden in connection with a federal tax investigation by the
United States attorney's office in Delaware. The president's son disclosed the
investigation in December but maintained that he handled his affairs "legally and
appropriately."
The Biden transition team said he was “deeply proud of his son" at the time, a
sentiment the now-chief executive has repeated when asked about the investigations
by reporters. Hunter Biden has "fought through difficult challenges, including the
vicious personal attacks of recent months, only to emerge stronger," the transition
team's statement added.
During the presidential campaign, a trove of documents from a laptop purported to
belong to Hunter Biden leaked to the media, which one of his business associates
later said is real. One email made reference to a carve-out of a deal for "the big guy,"
allegedly Joe Biden.
The president is not suspected of wrongdoing and has not been implicated in the
investigations. On the campaign trail, he said he would establish "an absolute wall"
between his office and his family's financial interests.
The investigations will soon fall under the jurisdiction of Biden's attorney general.

Biden's nominee for the position, Merrick Garland, has promised to head a
nonpartisan Justice Department, but first, he must be confirmed.
He is expected to face questions from Republicans over his anticipated handling of
the Hunter Biden investigations, including from the outgoing chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, Sen. Lindsey Graham, a South Carolina Republican and Trump
ally.
Two weeks ago, Graham told Fox News that he would query Garland on the issue.
"I’m going to ask him ... will you allow the prosecutor in Delaware to proceed
forward against Hunter Biden without interference? And I’m dying to hear what he
will say," Graham said.
Now-White House press secretary Jen Psaki said in December that Biden "will not be
discussing an investigation of his son with any attorney general candidates."

