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Former Trump Defense Secretary Miller on Milley: ‘A Disgraceful And
Unprecedented Act Of Insubordination’
Jonathan David - Trending Politics

Former acting Defense Secretary Chris Miller, then-President Donald Trump’s last
Pentagon chief, blasted Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Mark Milley following a
report he alerted his Chinese counterpart that he would warn him if the U.S. was
preparing to launch a military strike.
Miller’s comments come after the Washington Post reported on Tuesday excerpts of a
new book by Bob Woodward and Robert Costa which said that Milley was concerned
that Trump was going to strike China that he called Chinese Gen. Li Zuochen that the
United States won’t attack and that if Trump wanted to, he would warn his
counterpart.
“General Li, I want to assure you that the American government is stable and
everything is going to be okay. We are not going to attack or conduct any kinetic
operations against you,” Milley reportedly said.
“General Li, you and I have known each other for now five years. If we’re going to
attack, I’m going to call you ahead of time. It’s not going to be a surprise,” he added.
Miller said in an interview with Fox News that he “did not and would not ever
authorize” Milley to have “secret” calls with Li or any other top Chinese general,
adding that he thinks the allegations against Milley are a “disgraceful and
unprecedented act of insubordination.”
He added that Milley ought to resign “immediately.”
“The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the highest-ranking military officer
whose sole role is providing military-specific advice to the president, and by law is
prohibited from exercising executive authority to command forces,” Miller said.
“The chain of command runs from the President to the Secretary of Defense, not
through the Chairman.” According to the Daily Wire.

Fox News’s report said that their sources indicated that the calls “were not secret”
and that about 15 people were on the two calls, which were allegedly conducted with
the knowledge of then-Defense Secretary Mark Esper and then-acting Defense
Secretary Chris Miller, which Miller denied.
The Washington Post’s Josh Rogin disputed Griffin’s reporting, saying that his
sources said that Milley did not properly coordinate the calls, adding that a senior
agency official told him, “When Milley did these calls, it was with Joint Staff, and
nobody from [Office of the Secretary of Defense] participated in it. If someone from
State Department was on the call, the Joint Staff should say who it is.”
“If the reporting in Woodward’s book is accurate, it represents a disgraceful and
unprecedented act of insubordination by the Nation’s top military officer,” Miller
said, “histrionic outbursts and unsanctioned, anti-Constitutional involvement in
foreign policy prove true, he must resign immediately or be fired by the Secretary of
Defense to guarantee the sanctity of the officer corps.”
“Pursuit of partisan politics and individual self-interests are a violation of an
officer’s sacred duty and have no place in the United States military.
“A lesser ranking officer accused of such behavior would immediately be relieved of
duty pending a thorough and independent investigation,” Miller added.
He went on to add that any notion that Trump was intent on starting a war with China
was “unfounded.”

US Olympic gymnasts slam Nassar investigation, allege FBI 'turned a blind eye,'
falsified report
Ronn Blitzer - Fox News
Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney, Aly Raisman and Maggie Nichols spoke out against
the FBI's inaction before the Senate Judiciary Committee

Senate Judiciary Committee holds hearing on 'Examining the Inspector Gen's Report
on the FBI's Handling of the Larry Nassar Investigation'
Olympic champions, heroes to young women and girls across the nation for their
athletic achievements, on Wednesday served as champions for survivors of sexual
abuse as they demanded accountability for those who enabled Larry Nassar, who
abused them and dozens of others for years.
Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney and Aly Raisman, alongside fellow gymnast Maggie
Nichols, recounted their experiences before the Senate Judiciary Committee, in the
wake of a Justice Department Inspector General’s report that revealed how
the FBI failed to act on their complaints.
As a result, they said, Nassar – who once served as a doctor for USA Gymnastics –
was able to continue his pattern of abuse against young women and girls.
"I don’t want another young gymnast, Olympic athlete, or any individual to
experience the horror that I and hundreds of others have endured before, during, and
continuing to this day in the wake of the Larry Nassar abuse," Biles said, fighting
back tears as she delivered her opening statement.
"How much is a little girl worth?" Biles asked, referencing the title of a book written
by fellow survivor Rachael Denhollander. She asked government officials to keep that
question in mind as they take action.
"No one at FBI, USAG or the USOPC did what was necessary to protect us," Biles
said, referring to USA Gymnastics and the United States Olympic and Paralympic
Committee. "We have been failed and we deserve answers."
"In reviewing the OIG’s report," Biles continued, "it truly feels that the FBI turned a
blind eye to us and went out of its way to protect USAG and USOPC. A message
needs to be sent: if you allow a predator to harm children, the consequences will be
swift and severe. Enough is enough."

United States Olympic gymnast Simone Biles testifies during a Senate Judiciary
hearing about the Inspector General's report on the FBI's handling of the Larry
Nassar investigation on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021, in Washington.
(Graeme Jennings/Pool via AP) (Graeme Jennings/Pool via AP)
Maroney recalled her experience with the FBI, speaking to them on the phone for
three hours because she was too sick to meet in person. She told the committee about
how she answered all of their questions and discussed every instance of abuse she
endured, in detail.
"After telling my entire story of abuse to the FBI in the summer of 2015 not only did
the FBI not report my abuse, but when they eventually documented my report 17
months later they made entirely false claims about what I said," Maroney said, stating
that she "was shocked and deeply disappointed" by what she had read in the inspector
general’s report.
"USA Gymnastics in concert with the FBI and the Olympic Committee were working
together to conceal that Larry Nassar was a predator," Maroney said.
She also called out the Department of Justice for not taking action against the
members of the FBI who failed her.
"Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco couldn’t even bring herself to be here today,
and it is the Department of Justice’s job to hold them accountable," Maroney said. "I
am tired of waiting for people to do the right thing."

United States Olympic gymnast Simone Biles testifies during a Senate Judiciary
hearing about the Inspector General's report on the FBI's handling of the Larry
Nassar investigation on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021, in Washington.
(Graeme Jennings/Pool via AP) (Graeme Jennings/Pool via AP)

U.S. Olympic gymnasts Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney, Aly Raisman and Maggie
Nichols arrive to testify during a Senate Judiciary hearing about the Inspector
General's report on the FBI handling of the Larry Nassar investigation of sexual
abuse of Olympic gymnasts, on Capitol Hill, in Washington, D.C., Sept. 15, 2021.
Saul Loeb/Pool via REUTERS (Saul Loeb/Pool via REUTERS)

United States gymnasts from left, Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney, and Aly Raisman
arrive for a Senate Judiciary hearing about the Inspector General's report on the
FBI's handling of the Larry Nassar investigation on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Sept. 15,
2021, in Washington. (Graeme Jennings/Pool via AP) (Graeme Jennings/Pool via
AP)

U.S. Olympic gymnasts Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney, Aly Raisman and Maggie
Nichols arrive to testify during a Senate Judiciary hearing about the Inspector
General's report on the FBI handling of the Larry Nassar investigation of sexual
abuse of Olympic gymnasts, on Capitol Hill, in Washington, D.C., Sept. 15, 2021.
Saul Loeb/Pool via REUTERS (Saul Loeb/Pool via REUTERS)
A Justice Department official said Attorney General Merrick Garland has been on the
West Coast with family for Yom Kippur. Fox News is told Monaco was in Washington,
but she and Garland are set to appear before the same committee next month during
an oversight hearing, and will be willing to answer these questions and others at that
time.
"It is heartbreaking to think what you have been through," committee chairman Sen.
Dick Durbin, D-Ill., said, thanking the women for their testimony. He then asked what
message they have for any young girls who are "suffering in silence."
"Be kind to yourself," Raisman said, explaining how she continues to have trouble
coping with her abuse. "Just remember: I believe you, I support you. You are not
alone."
Maroney said hearing from other survivors has helped her heal.
Ranking member Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said he is pressing the Justice
Department to prosecute the FBI employees who failed to take proper action against
Nassar following the reports against him.
Later in the hearing, when Rep. Cory Booker, D-N.J., asked if any of the women had a
message for the country, Raisman said she wanted to let people know how difficult it
is for survivors to live with their trauma.
Despite having competed in two Olympic games, Raisman said there have been times
when she did not have the energy to stand in the shower or go for a short walk.
"Being here today is taking everything I have," she said. "My main concern is I hope I
have the energy even to just walk out of here."

In the second portion of the hearing, Inspector General Michael Horowitz and FBI
Director Chris Wary testified. Horowitz confirmed that as a result of his investigation,
there were two FBI agents whose conduct was referred for a criminal investigation,
but so far no prosecutions have resulted from this.
Wray denied having knowledge as to why no cases have been brought, saying this was
"a decision by the Justice Department," while noting that he fired one of the agents.
"I have done what I can do, which is to have fired the supervisory special agent who
is featured so prominently in the report," Wray said, noting that the other individual,
the special agent in charge, retired before the inspector general's review concluded.
Moving forward, Wray said, he and his leadership team are determined to make sure
that with the steps they have taken in response to this case, FBI members will be
"learning from this so that it doesn't happen" again.
(Fox News' Jake Gibson contributed to this report.)

USA Gymnastics sex abuse scandal: FBI fires agent ahead of Senate testimony
U.S. Olympic gold medalists Aly Raisman and Simone Biles expected to testify
David Spunt & Stephanie Pagones - Fox News

The FBI has fired the agent who sources say did not properly pursue tips about
now-disgraced USA Gymnastics national team doctor Larry Nassar, just hours before
Director Christopher Wray and Olympic athletes are expected to testify about
their experience with the doctor and the agency, Fox News can confirm.
Wray, who was not at the helm of the bureau at the time of the agent's mishandling of
the case, is expected to make the announcement during his approximately 11:15 a.m.
testimony in front of the Senate Judiciary Committee. U.S. Olympic gold medalists Aly
Raisman and Simone Biles are also expected to testify.

Simone Biles, of the United States, waves after performing on the balance beam
during the artistic gymnastics women's apparatus final at the 2020 Summer Olympics,
Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis) (AP Photo/Ashley
Landis)

Aly Raisman told Larry Nassar he would not stop her from loving
gymnastics. (Reuters)

Larry Nassar appears in court to listen to victim impact statements during his
sentencing hearing after being accused of molesting more than 100 girls while he was
a physician for USA Gymnastics and Michigan State University where he had his
sports-medicine practice on January 17, 2018 in Lansing, Michigan. (Photo by
Scott Olson/Getty Images)
In July, the Justice Department’s inspector general found that the FBI made
"fundamental" errors in investigating sexual abuse allegations of Nassar and did not
treat the case with the "utmost seriousness."
The inspector general’s investigation was spurred by allegations that the FBI failed to
promptly address complaints made in 2015 against Nassar.
USA Gymnastics had conducted its own internal investigation and then the
organization’s then-president, Stephen Penny, reported the allegations to the FBI’s
field office in Indianapolis. But it took months before the bureau opened a formal
investigation.

Larry Nassar, a former team USA Gymnastics doctor who pleaded guilty in
November 2017 to sexual assault charges, stands in court during his sentencing
hearing in the Eaton County Court in Charlotte, Michigan, U.S., February 5,
2018. REUTERS/Rebecca Cook (Reuters)

At least 40 girls and women said they were molested over a 14-month period while
the FBI was aware of other sexual abuse allegations involving Nassar. Officials at
USA Gymnastics also contacted FBI officials in Los Angeles in May 2016 after eight
months of inactivity from agents in Indianapolis.
Nassar was ultimately charged in 2016 with federal child pornography offenses and
sexual abuse charges in Michigan.
He is now serving decades in prison after hundreds of girls and women said he
sexually abused them under the guise of medical treatment when he worked for
Michigan State and Indiana-based USA Gymnastics, which trains Olympians.
(Fox News' Jake Gibson contributed to this report, as well as The Associated Press.)
France issues angry response to nuclear submarine deal between US, UK, Australia
US is sharing highly sensitive nuclear submarine technology with Australia, which
many perceive as challenge to China
Andrew Mark Miller - Fox News
France is reacting with anger after being left out of an agreement between the United
States, the United Kingdom and Australia to give Australia nuclear-powered
submarines.

In a statement issued by French Minister Of Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-yves Le
Drian and Minister of the Armed Forces Florence Parly, the country said the decision
announced Wednesday "is contrary to the letter and spirit of the cooperation that
prevailed between France and Australia, based on a relationship of political trust as
well as on the development of a very high-level defence industrial and technological
base in Australia."
"The American choice to exclude a European ally and partner such as France from a
structuring partnership with Australia, at a time when we are facing unprecedented
challenges in the Indo-Pacific region, whether in terms of our values or in terms of

respect for multilateralism based on the rule of law, shows a lack of coherence that
France can only note and regret," the statement continued.
The statement went on to call the announcement "regrettable."
"The regrettable decision that has just been announced regarding the FSP program
only reinforces the need to make the issue of European strategic autonomy loud and
clear," the joint statement said.
"There is no other credible way to defend our interests and our values in the world,
including in the Indo-Pacific."
France added that it is the "only European nation present in the Indo-Pacific with
nearly two million citizens and more than 7,000 military personnel."
Earlier in the day, U.S. President Biden joined British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison in announcing the creation
of an enhanced trilateral security partnership, called "AUKUS," which involves
sharing highly sensitive nuclear submarine technology with Australia.
"As the first initiative under AUKUS, recognizing our common tradition as maritime
democracies, we commit to a shared ambition to support Australia in acquiring
nuclear-powered submarines for the Royal Australian Navy," the White House said.
"Today, we embark on a trilateral effort of 18 months to seek an optimal pathway to
deliver this capability. We will leverage expertise from the United States and
the United Kingdom, building on the two countries’ submarine programs to bring an
Australian capability into service at the earliest achievable date."
During the announcement, Biden referred to France as having a "substantial
Indo-Pacific presence" and a "key partner and ally in strengthening the security and
prosperity of the region."
"The United States looks forward to working closely with France and other key
countries as we go forward," Biden said.
The announcement of the partnership is widely perceived as a challenge to China’s
authority in the region, and the Chinese embassy quickly responded to the news.
"Exchanges and cooperation between countries should help expand mutual
understanding and trust," the Chinese Embassy in the U.S. said in a statement.
"Countries should do more things that are conducive to solidarity and cooperation
among countries and regional peace and stability. Meanwhile they should not build
exclusionary blocs targeting or harming the interests of third parties. In particular,
they should shake off their Cold-War mentality and ideological prejudice."
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment from Fox
News.

Tropical Storms Peter and Odette could form this weekend as Atlantic Ocean is
packed with three disturbances
Keven Lerner - South Florida Sun Sentinel
It’s just past the peak of hurricane season, and the tropics are teeming with activity as
forecasters are monitoring three disturbances, two with high chances of becoming
tropical depressions by this weekend.

National Hurricane Center/TNS This five-day outlook shows the Atlantic Ocean is
active right now with three storm systems being watched.
And one of the disturbances is likely to have its effects felt on the U.S. East Coast,
according to forecasters, delivering high surf and high winds during the weekend.
The first of the two disturbances to develop, though, will likely be the tropical wave
out over the far eastern Atlantic, according to the National Hurricane Center.
“There is a high chance this system will become a tropical depression, then [a]
tropical storm within the next couple of days,” according to AccuWeather senior
meteorologist Dan Kottlowski.
Invest 95L, could form into Tropical Storm Odette as it treks west-northwest across
the Atlantic in the general direction of the far eastern Caribbean. But it’s too early to
know where it may ultimately end up.
As of 8 a.m. Friday, it was more than 1,100 miles west-southwest of the coast of
Africa and moving west-northwest at 15-20 miles per hour.
The second disturbance was located about 150 miles east of Cape Hatteras, N.C., on
Friday. It’s expected to move northeast, coming closest to the North Carolina coast
by the weekend.
Heavy rain and high surf is forecast for coastal North Carolina and areas to the north
and south, stretching as far down as the north Georgia line.

If it develops into a tropical storm, it would be Peter.
An absence of significant storm-shredding wind shear and a lack of dry air are
creating favorable conditions for storm development. Warm water temperatures, at 80
degrees or above, are also conducive at this time, experts said.
Meanwhile, another tropical wave has emerged from Africa’s coast and is moving
west-northwest at 5 mph. Its odds of developing are currently low.
Just past the halfway point of the hurricane season, which runs through Nov. 30,
there have been 14 named storms, six hurricanes and three major hurricanes. A 14th
named storm in the Atlantic, on average, doesn’t usually form until mid-November,
according to experts.
With the formation of Tropical Storm Nicholas as a short-lived hurricane this week,
2021 became only the 10th year since 1966 to have had six or more Atlantic
hurricanes by Sept. 13, according to Colorado State University expert Phil Klotzbach.
On Friday, Post-tropical cyclone Nicholas drifted northwest into western Louisiana
as flash flooding remains possible across parts of the central Gulf Coast into
Saturday, according to forecasters.
On Friday morning, Nicholas was about 40 miles west-southwest of Alexandria,
Louisiana, with maximum sustained winds of 15 mph and moving north at 7 mph.
Flash flood watches are in effect from southeast Louisiana, across southern
Mississippi and southern Alabama, and into the Florida Panhandle.
The National Weather Service said heavy rains were likely to last until Nicholas
dissipates over Louisiana some time Friday. In Louisiana, the rainfall complicated an
already difficult recovery at homes ripped open by Ida on Aug. 29. Thousands remain
without power in Texas and Louisiana.
In Louisiana, the rain is forecast to linger for days.

The Folly of Premature Political Obituaries
Jack Shafer - Politico
In a time-honored practice, obituary writers pre-write the death notices of famous
people before they are actually ushered to their eternal reward. For instance, at one
point in 2014, New York Times obituarist Robert McFadden had 235 “advances” in
the can awaiting the demise of his subjects. Similarly, most political reporters and
columnists keep stored in memory or in a tickler file the starter yeast for
the political obituary of the president of the United States to be baked the day he
blunders or circumstances swamp him.

AP Photo/Evan Vucci President Joe Biden at a news conference about bombings at
the Kabul airport, from the East Room of the White House, Aug. 26, 2021.
A covey of political obituarists predictably took wing last month when Kabul fell and
continue flocking this month to spell the end — or least the coming end, or the
beginning of the coming end — of Joe Biden’s presidency.
These weren’t death wishes as much as they were examples of journalistic boilerplate.
Journalists absolutely love to write that a president has suffered a blow he will never
recover from. How many times during Donald Trump’s first campaign for president
or during his administration did the embalmers of the press announce that he had
gone too far this time and proceed to prepare him for burial?
The brilliance of political deaths of presidents foretold is that they’re usually so
vague that the writers who make the predictions are rarely held accountable. For
instance, nobody in the commentariat paid a price for claiming that the walls were
closing in on Trump or that his status was so desperate that he would have to resign.
The only time a pundit or reporter wants his deathwatch prediction cited is when a
president actually gets shown the door.
They line up to say, “See, I was right,” when Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford go down
but demand their Miranda rights when Ronald Reagan stymies their prophesies by
surviving Iran-Contra or when Bill Clinton rides out his sex scandal, wins acquittal in
the Senate and gets a bounce in the polls.
The point here isn’t that the commentariat should never predict a downfall, an
impeachment, a resignation or a “failed” presidency but that they should
have some humility about their ability to see the future, and
2) remind the reader at the end of the year how wrong they were if their forecast
bombs. If journalists were any better than a coin toss at predicting the future,
wouldn’t they be wiser to apply their talents to the stock market?

Where conventional obituaries traditionally busy themselves with recounting the
bright bloomings of life, spending only a couple of sentences describing how the
subject died, political obituaries burrow into the death groove with the enthusiasm of
a medical examiner.
Building on the foundation of their pre-written suppositions, Biden’s political
obituarists have seized on the loss of Afghanistan — something that would have
happened had Biden’s opponent Donald Trump remained in the White House — to
describe the Biden presidency as in “crisis” (Vanity Fair); to give credence to
an embattled presidency gone into hiding (POLITICO); to question Biden’s
competence (Washington Post); to declare the administration faces ruinous
scrutiny (CNN); and to advise him on how to save his endangered presidency (New
York Times).
Brookings scholar William A. Galston framed his pre-obit as a question, asking if the
Biden presidency would survive Afghanistan’s fall. And the Spectator rated the Biden
presidency as lights out: “Joe Biden is beginning to feel like an ex-president after
only nine months in office.”
Biden’s pre-death notices may obsess on Afghanistan, but they’re not limited to that
event. Our political obituarists are capable of inflating any knotty problem or
calamity into a potential presidential showstopper.
For example, the current Biden crisis file includes the Covid-19 pandemic, social
discontent, climate change, Biden’s helplessness in the face of the Republican Party’s
know-nothings, Biden’s falling popularity in the polls (only slightly better than
Trump’s at the same time in his presidency), the border predicament and other
so-called inflection points that could, if left unattended, take the president out.
Not to minimize any of these challenges, but the political obituarist almost never
considers the power of the president to muddle through when confronted with a
dilemma.
Look at how long Nixon muddled on Vietnam! Or how long presidents have muddled
on the climate! Or the border! If something cannot go on forever, it will stop,
economist Herbert Stein famously said. My unwritten corollary states that
if something can go on forever, it will continue and continue, which is often the case
with presidential crises that get kicked down the road.
One reason so much of the Biden presidency grist has been bundled as evidence of his
doom is because it’s the firmest hook to hang the facts on.
There’s no logical reason the rough patch Biden has encountered couldn’t be viewed
through the lens of the 2022 midterms — as in, Biden is going to be in a lot of trouble
next year if he doesn’t start throwing up some legislative wins for his party to
campaign on.
But the press doesn’t want to fire the starting pistol on 2022 yet. Instead, pundits
presage Biden’s end because in the reductionist tradition of political pre-obituaries,

it’s never too soon to assert that something has dealt a fatal blow to a presidency —
even one like Biden’s, which has at least 1,221 more days to go.
None of this is to suggest that the Biden presidency will remain immune to a dark
ending. A meteor could take him out tonight. Or the Democrats could lose the House
and Senate next year and the impeachment engine fires up again.
But historically, the most ruinous thing to a presidency is a bad economy, but bad
economies don’t arrive all at once, like a pandemic or the collapse of a foreign ally.
Consulting the economic dashboard, we find much good news for Biden. Joblessness
is still declining, so is poverty, and inflation doesn’t look too bad. What Jimmy Carter
would have given for those numbers!
If the economy were to flatline, who wouldn’t entertain images of his political career
sliding into oblivion? But you don’t measure a presidency for a casket every time the
president catches a cold. Until something calamitous happens, we can assume that his
presidency has years left to it.
Until then, a word to Biden’s pre-obituarists: He’s not dead yet.

