The latest News Around Us in Sept_09
The Taliban want to lay down the law. Far outside Kabul, rural Afghans just want
to get paid.
Ishtiaq Mahsud & Rob Picheta - CNN
In rural Paktika province -- at a border crossing with Pakistan, nearly 200 miles
south of Kabul -- a Taliban commander surveys the crowds.

CNN A lot has changed since the Taliban were last in charge, like cell phones and
social media. But much has not, especially Afghanistan's enduring problem: poverty.
The week after Kabul fell a local journalist took a road trip from the border to the
capital. On this journey, two things become clear: the financial mess Afghanistan is in
and the sharp shift to religious rule. CNN's Nic Robertson reports.
"I have been assigned as the caretaker of the border crossing here," he says.
"The puppet government is now gone, without any resistance -- all of them
surrendered."
The guard boasts about improvements made on his watch, including extending the
hours when the border is open. "Let me tell you," he adds.
"Before, we had one single line for both men and women. Now they are separate."
The decision is hardly a source of contention at the border; on the other side a
Pakistani official, keen to cooperate with his new Taliban acquaintances, says it's
helpful to separate people by gender as they wait to be processed.
But when viewed in the context of the Taliban's previous rule, the separation of men
and women suggests a small, administrative, encapsulation of what many fear will
become the norm in Afghanistan again.

When last in power between 1996 and 2001, the Taliban banned women from leaving
the home unaccompanied by a man, forced them to cover their bodies, and stopped
them from working in virtually every field except healthcare.

CNN A meeting at a local court set up by the Taliban in Gardez.
As the group flexes its far-reaching power across Afghanistan once more, many
people in the country's 34 provinces are anxiously awaiting word on the nature of the
regime.
In recent days, a reporter took a trip from the Pakistani border to southeast
Afghanistan and onwards to Kabul.
Along the way, he attended Taliban gatherings and spoke to locals and business
owners about how the militant group's takeover the country had affected them.
In some towns, the new rule of law has been forcefully laid down to locals; Afghans
who spoke to the reporter generally described an overall sense of improved security
since the Taliban arrived.
But the journey also revealed a gulf between the Taliban's insistence on a strict new
social order and locals' simple and desperate need to make a living.
Many businesses were ravaged, with owners desperately searching for customers and
employees going several months without pay. T
here are concerns too about Afghans' access to basic services, and whether health
care will be widely available in the coming weeks and months.

Ishtiaq Mahsud for CNN Large, all-male crowds at a Taliban gathering in Paktika
province.
And as thousands flock to the borders in an attempt to escape the Taliban, those that
remain have engaged in an awkward dynamic with local Taliban officials -- from
whom many have heard much about the rule of law, but little about the future of their
finances, their businesses and their communities.

Ishtiaq Mahsud for CNN A woman in a blue burqa buys naan bread in the Kabul
bazar.
The new regime
The Taliban have been quick to set up their own courts around the country. "We used
to have to go far to get a Taliban court," a local leader says at one such site in
Gardez, the capital of Paktia province.
Now there are many established throughout the country, serving as a reminder of the
Taliban's previous harsh law and order policies.
A judge, his deputy and other local leaders sit in a circle on the floor, discussing the
dramatic change in governance of the previous weeks.

"We asked the previous judges how they used to work, (and) they said they were
following the law of the land, not the Sharia," says Taliban judge Qazi Ubaidullah.
"In the Islamic Emirate, all the court proceedings are according to the Sharia law."
It's unclear how radical the Taliban's interpretation of Sharia law will be this time
around -- roughly two decades ago, it led to the persecution and targeting of various
groups including women, LGBTQ people and ethnic minorities.
Already, despit repeated promises from Taliban leaders that the group will be more
restrained, some of its fighters have pursued the same repressive approach.
Afghan commandos, members of the media, singers and various other members of
society have been targeted, threatened, dragged from their homes or executed in
recent weeks.
A glance at a public Taliban gathering gives a far rosier first impression. "Look
around you -- everybody is happy," a local elder says at a Taliban event in Nawa. "A
new life has started in Afghanistan."
But several other people across the region spoke fondly of the Taliban only when the
cameras were on. Behind the scenes, there is evident concern among many Afghans
about what the new regime means for them.
'Our situation is not good'
At a hospital just west of the border, the most pressing worry is money. A maternity
nurse says the small medical center hasn't experienced problems in the weeks since
the Taliban takeover; but she says she hasn't received a salary for four consecutive
months.

CNN Khan displays the hospital's stock room, as concern grows over access to
healthcare in the country.
Dr. Janad Khan, in charge of running the small medical center, unlocks the padlock
on the stock room door. Inside the dusty room, amid files and packed boxes, are
enough medical supplies for three months.

"May, June, July, August ... these are pending," he says, displaying a pile of payments
he was supposed to receive from the Afghan government as it entered its final weeks
in power.
Since the region fell to the Taliban last month, Khan said he has not received
payments needed to keep the hospital running.
And while many around the world are watching the Taliban's approach to social
justice very closely, economic concerns are still the main concern for many Afghans,
as they were months ago.
"Prices are high. Everything is very expensive," says a fruit seller at a market in
Paktika province. "Our situation is not good."
The Taliban are visible in rural areas, but many Afghans there feel they have not
provided people assurance.
"We don't know who is in charge; only lower rank people are here and we don't know
if we can trust (them)," the fruit seller says.
"They are not telling us anything and the situation has not improved."
Poverty was rife in Afghanistan before the Taliban took charge, and in the weeks
since their takeover the country's already fragile economy has crumbled.
Weeks-long bank closures have left millions unable to access their savings, and
international agencies, including the World Bank and IMF, have suspended funding
in the region.
On Tuesday, the Taliban announced a new interim government. Its hardline makeup
-- largely comprised of veterans who oversaw the 20-year fight against the US-led
military coalition -- could complicate efforts at international normalization and
frustrate efforts to resume aid into the country.
Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders) has warned that the country's
health-care system could collapse due to the shortfall in international aid.
The UN's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said last week that the
country's access to food aid and other vital resources is close to running out.
"A humanitarian catastrophe looms," UN Secretary-General António Guterres said
last week. "People are losing access to basic goods and services every day."
We don't know what's going on
On the streets of Afghanistan's eastern provinces, that translates to an anxious daily
reality.
"We don't really know what's going on, some people are scared, some have their own
issues to deal with, and some have left the country," a man at the market says.

Another says that a rumor has spread through his community that the salaries of
doctors and teachers are going to be cut.
"We haven't been paid for the past four or five months," he says. "The old government
is gone ... but even under this new set up (there are) no salaries."
At a tea shop, where finances are more stable, the owner adds: "I have no complaints
about the Taliban, my business is doing well."
But fundamental local concerns still take precedence. "The only complaint I have is
that the roads are closed, and I want them to open soon, so our products can be
transported."
The grievances found here and across southeastern Afghanistan demonstrate a chasm
between the Taliban's focus on social order priorities as opposed to the worries of
many Afghans.
"We have problems with the economy," another man says, stating an undeniable truth
that has driven thousands to Afghanistan's borders in recent weeks. "The Taliban
should improve relations with the world, aid should come back, projects should start
again."
For those willing to share their true feelings, doubt remains over whether the Taliban
will deliver.

Afghanistan remittance payouts limited to local currency - sources
By Tom Arnold - Reuters

Reuters/POOL FILE PHOTO: Taliban's negotiator Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar
attends the Afghan peace conference in Moscow

LONDON (Reuters) - Afghanistan's central bank has ordered banks to pay out
remittances in local currency only, the latest move to preserve scarce U.S. dollars,
say sources familiar with the matter.
Hard currency remittances have formed an important source of external finance for
Afghanistan over the years but dollar availability has dried up in the aftermath of the
Taliban's conquest of the country.
Western Union Co's agent banking partners in Afghanistan received a directive from
the country's central bank in the last few days to pay out remittances in afghani only,
said a source close to a money exchange provider.

Reuters/Tim Wimborne FILE PHOTO: Money changer holds a stack of Afghan
currency on a street in central Kabul.
Remittances sent before the directive and selected by the sender for dollar payout can
continue to be paid in dollars, the source said.
MoneyGram International Inc said it was paying out in afghani only, without
elaborating further.
Both resumed money-transfer services to Afghanistan last week, having suspended
services in August after the Islamist militia captured Kabul.
No comment was immediately available from the central bank.
Under the leadership of acting central bank governor, Haji Mohammad Idris, a
Taliban loyalist who has no formal financial training, the central bank has been
moving to restrict dollar outflows amid a pause in foreign aid and a scramble by
some Afghanis to get savings out of the country.

Further controls are expected to hasten the afghani's depreciation against the dollar,
exacerbating inflation in a country where more than a third of the population lives on
less than $2 a day.
"It's a matter of concern that the remaining physical cash of U.S. dollars is going to
reduce further," said an Afghani banker.
"With the restrictions we are predicting the dollar will reach more than 100 afghanis
to the dollar."
The afghani was trading at around 80 to the dollar just before the fall of Kabul on
Aug. 15.
Banks were told by the central bank last week to restrict withdrawals by corporate
customers to local currency only, capped at around 20% of each customer's weekly
operating costs, said the banker.
With around 80% of banking deposits in dollars, bankers say controls should
minimise the risk of insolvency.
Since re-opening in the second half of August, banks have been operating with limited
services, including $200 weekly limits on withdrawals and few wire transfers.
(Additional reporting by James Mackenzie; Editing by Christina Fincher)

CIA-trained Afghan forces who helped Americans and others evacuate now await
resettlement in the U.S.
Shane Harris - The Washington Post
In the days before the Taliban took full control of Afghanistan, an elite group of
Afghan special forces trained by the CIA helped evacuate more than 2,000 American
citizens and permanent residents, in what would be among the Afghans’ last missions
with their American partners before leaving the country, according to current and
former U.S. officials familiar with the operations.
The Afghan forces had been trained for counterterrorism missions and had worked
for years with U.S. intelligence agencies and the military hunting militants and
fighting Taliban insurgents.
When the general Afghan military collapsed in the face of a Taliban onslaught, the
special forces moved into Kabul, helping defend Hamid Karzai International Airport
and fanning out across the capital to rescue stranded evacuees.
“They were extraordinarily well trained, and when, frankly, the regular army was
dropping their weapons and running away, they were running into the breach,” said
a senior administration official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to candidly
describe the Afghan forces’ operations in recent weeks.

Like other Afghans who had assisted U.S. forces during their two-decade presence in
the country, the Afghan soldiers — as well as linguists, intelligence collectors and
support staffers — were at particular risk of Taliban reprisal, current and former
officials said.
The senior official noted that the Taliban had identified some members of the elite
group and sent them text messages, threatening to kill them and their families.
Without the highly trained fighters, multiple current and former officials familiar with
the operations said, the eventual evacuation of Americans would have been even more
difficult than it was amid the collapse of the Afghan government and a hasty retreat
by U.S. forces and personnel.
In addition to the approximately 2,000 American citizens and permanent residents,
the Afghan units also assisted in evacuating around 5,550 local embassy staffers,
third-country nationals and Afghans at risk of Taliban reprisal, the senior official
said.
The Afghan units were trained for raids and other combat operations, not necessarily
to provide physical security.
But in mid-August, as chaos engulfed the airport and scores of desperate Afghans
flooded the tarmac, the Afghan units helped bring order back to the airfield so flights
could continue, the senior official said.
Most of the forces had been deployed in about five locations around southern
Afghanistan and in some cases had to “fight their way” to the capital to assist in the
evacuations, the official added.
The Afghans also helped their fellow citizens escape.
On Aug. 26, a convoy of Afghan evacuees that had not been able to get through
Taliban checkpoints at the airport were routed through a gate on the north end that is
normally sealed and had previously been used by the CIA, according to current and
former officials.
The CIA-trained Afghan forces cleared crowds at the gate by firing in the air over
people’s heads, the current and former officials said. Upon hearing the heavy volume
of fire, the Afghan evacuees tucked as low as they could in the buses. The Afghan bus
drivers sent panicked reports of a firefight to the Americans guiding them.
A U.S. military officer informed the convoy that the forces were friendly, describing
them as “the most Taliban hating group of badass friends we have,” according to text
messages shared with The Washington Post and descriptions of phone conversations.
The units worked with military and State Department personnel, but their primary
point of contact was with the CIA, which had trained them, the senior administration
official said.

The special operators also deployed into Kabul, where U.S. military personnel were
unable to move on foot, and met evacuees at their apartments or on street corners and
shuttled them to the airport or the CIA’s Eagle Base, a compound a few miles away,
the official said.
Biden administration officials have faced stiff criticism from the left and right over
their efforts to get Afghan allies and their families safely out of the country.
Former military personnel who served in Afghanistan and maintained friendships
with their former linguists and support staffers have said the resettlement process is
inordinately bureaucratic and slow.
Current and former intelligence officers have been particularly worried about the
Afghan special forces, who would be prime targets if they remained.
“Over the years, CIA personnel served alongside these units as brothers, just small
groups of Americans with hundreds of Indigenous soldiers,” said Marc
Polymeropoulos, a former CIA base chief in Afghanistan.
“Their contribution to the counterterrorism fight against al-Qaeda and the Taliban
was extraordinary.”
The resettlement issue has also divided the GOP, with a number of Republican
lawmakers and political operatives arguing that Afghan immigrants could be a drain
on the states and cities where they eventually make their home.
The Afghan special forces and CIA-backed paramilitaries have previously been
accused of human rights abuses, which could further stoke anxiety and opposition
about bringing them to the United States.
Over the years, news reporting, including by The Post, and investigations by human
rights advocates have implicated Afghan counterterrorism forces in alleged killings
and other acts of violence against Afghan civilians.
A 2019 investigation by Human Rights Watch alleged that Afghan paramilitary units
“have been responsible for extrajudicial executions and enforced disappearances,
indiscriminate airstrikes, attacks on medical facilities, and other violations of
international humanitarian law, or the laws of war.”
The CIA has denied those and other claims of abuses. In response to the Human
Rights Watch report, the agency said in a written statement that the allegations were
“likely false or exaggerated” and part of a “propaganda campaign” by the Taliban
to distort counterterrorism operations and undermine the Afghan government.
The senior administration official said that all members of the Afghan special forces
were vetted before they joined and “continuously” while they served. Their family
members who fled with them also were vetted, as are all Afghans who may be
resettled in the United States, the official said.

Wali Sabawoon/AP Hundreds of people, some holding documents, gather near an
evacuation control checkpoint on the perimeter of the Hamid Karzai International
Airport in Kabul on Aug. 26.
(Greg Jaffe contributed to this report.)

UAE operating aid air bridge to Kabul: airport manager
AFP
The United Arab Emirates has set up an air bridge to deliver tons of aid to
Afghanistan after the Taliban takeover, a Kabul airport operations manager told AFP
on Saturday.

Karim SAHIB An aircraft that brought aid from the United Arab Emirates pictured at
Kabul airport on September 11, 2021

The wealthy UAE, a close US ally, is one of a number of Gulf states that have been
key staging posts for evacuation flights for foreigners and Afghans, alongside Qatar,
Kuwait and Bahrain.

Karim SAHIB Boxes containing aid from the United Arab Emirates stacked on the
tarmac at Kabul airport on September 11, 2021
"From the 3rd of September, (...) the UAE government has activated an air bridge
corridor for humanitarian aid," said Ibrahim Moarafi.
Moarafi is general manager and regional director of GAAC, a UAE-based company
that has provided ground and security handling services at Kabul airport since
November 2020.
"From that day and until now, we have received and handled 11 flights almost on a
daily basis, and we have handled 255 tonnes of medical aid and food items," he said.
On Saturday, two UAE aircraft unloaded dozens of aid packages containing roast
minced veal, powdered milk, cooking oil and medical supplies, an AFP correspondent
said.
More than two thirds of the 120,000 Afghans and foreigners who fled Afghanistan on
evacuation flights landed in the UAE and Qatar before going on to their final
destinations.
Qatar hosts the largest US air force base in the region and has been the main
intermediary between the Taliban and the international community.
Numerous countries, including the United States, have relocated their embassies from
Kabul to Doha since the Taliban took over Afghanistan's capital on August 15.
The UAE was one of only three countries to recognise Taliban rule between 1996 and
2001. It currently hosts ousted president Ashraf Ghani who fled Kabul as the Taliban
entered the city.

While Kabul airport has yet to receive its first international flight since the Taliban
takeover, technicians at the vital facility have been racing round the clock to bring it
back to life.
Moarafi said efforts to make the airport fully functioning again are under way. "We
have activated and resumed our operations," he told AFP.

Taliban raise flag at presidential palace on 9/11 anniversary
Caroline Vakil - The Hill

The Taliban raised its flag at the presidential palace in Kabul, Afghanistan on
Saturday as the United States commemorated the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11
attacks.

Getty Images Taliban raise flag at presidential palace on 9/11 anniversary
Ahmadullahh Muttaqi, Taliban cultural commission spokesman, said that the Taliban
held a brief ceremony to honor the start of the insurgent group's government with

Prime Minister Mohammad Hasan Akhund lifting the black and white flag at 11 a.m.
local time, according to The Associated Press.
The flag was first raised the day prior at the Afghan presidential palace, according to
a separate Taliban official.
Memorial events in New York City, Shanksville, Pa. and the Pentagon are taking
place on Saturday to honor the current and fallen service members, police officers,
firefighters and others that responded to the terrorist attacks that took place 20 years
ago to the day.
On Sept. 11, 2001, 19 members associated with the extremist group al-Qaeda
hijacked planes that ultimately crashed into New York City's World Trade Center twin
towers, the Pentagon and a field in Shanksville.
Nearly 3,000 people lost their lives in an event that would later lead to a 20-year war
in Afghanistan, which recently ended after the U.S. removed its remaining troops
ahead of an Aug. 31 deadline.
The U.S. now has virtually no on-the-ground presence, including diplomatic ones
after staff evacuated the embassy in Kabul. The AP noted that the building has a
banner of the insurgent group's painted on it now.
The ominous raising of the flag by an insurgent group that has previously promised
that it would not rule under the old guard was a stark comparison to the messages of
unity and mourning shard by top U.S. officials during the memorial events.
"After today, it is my hope and prayer that we continue to honor their courage, their
conviction with our own, that we honor their unity by strengthening our common
bonds, by strengthening our global partnerships and by always living out our highest
ideals," Vice President Harris said on Saturday in Shanksville.
"This work will not be easy, it never has been, and it will take all of us believing in
who we are as a nation and it will take all of us going forth to work together," she
added.

Measles cases halt US-bound flights of Afghan evacuees
ELLEN KNICKMEYER - Associated Press (AP)
The U.S. on Friday halted U.S.-bound flights of Afghan evacuees, pulling some off
planes, after discovering a few cases of measles among new arrivals in the United
States.

Provided by Associated Press Afghan refugees are processed inside Hangar 5 at
the Ramstein U.S. Air Base in Germany Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021. U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken arrived at the base where he will meet with his German
counterpart for talks on Afghanistan. (Olivier Douliery/Pool Photo via AP)
A U.S. government document viewed by The Associated Press warned the
development would have a severe impact on an evacuation that since Aug. 15 has
moved many thousands of people out of Taliban-held Afghanistan, but also been
grindingly drawn out for Afghan evacuees and Americans alike, and was plagued by
attacks and other deadly violence.
The decision was made by U.S. Customs and Border Protection on the
recommendation of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki said the halt stemmed from discovery of
measles among four Afghans who had arrived in the United States. It was not
immediately clear from Psaki's remarks whether the stop applied to flights from all
transit sites overseas, or only two of the biggest ones, in Qatar and in Germany.

Provided by Associated Press Afghan refugees are processed inside Hangar 5 at the
Ramstein U.S. Air Base in Germany Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021. U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken arrived at the base where he will meet with his German counterpart
for talks on Afghanistan. (Olivier Douliery/Pool Photo via AP)
Customs and Border Protection spokespeople did not immediately respond to
questions, including how long the halt would last.
The development had American officials overseas Friday removing from planes
Afghan families who already had struggled through a grueling, dangerous escape to
safety after Kabul fell to the Taliban on Aug. 15.
Afghans faced Taliban checkpoints and crushing crowds to enter the Kabul airport. A
suicide attack at an airport gate killed 169 Afghans and 13 U.S. military members.

Provided by Associated Press US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, centre, tours a
processing centre for Afghan evacuees, at al-Udeid Air Base, in Doha, Qatar,
Tuesday, Sept. 7, 2021. (Olivier Douliery/Pool Photo via AP)
A government document viewed by The Associated Press said the halt would
“severely impact” operations at Ramstein Air Base in Germany, one of the biggest
transit sites. It also said U.S.-bound flights would stop from the U.S. al-Udeid base in
Qatar.
Many thousands of Afghan evacuees airlifted out of Kabul are still en route to new
homes in the United States. Some face relocation for further screening in Kosovo.
The government document said the flight halt announced Friday would an “adverse
effect” on the nearly 10,000 evacuees at Ramstein. It noted many have been there
more than 10 days and are increasingly fatigued.
Germany had set a 10-day limit for Afghans to stay at the U.S. base, but the time has
appeared more as a guideline than a hard deadline. Some German politicians and
media grumbled when some Afghans asked for asylum after reaching Germany.

Germany and Qatar, along with Italy, Spain, Kosovo, Kuwait and other countries,
agreed to temporarily host U.S. processing sites for evacuees after Kabul fell, after
allies initially balked over worries of getting stuck with U.S. security problems.
Refugee groups have criticized the Biden administration for not bringing the Afghan
evacuees to U.S. territory for screening.
Processing at many of the transit sites largely appears to be taking place in a
peaceful and orderly fashion.
It was not clear Friday if the halt would affect evacuation flights from Kabul itself.
Friday was only the second day that the Taliban have allowed evacuation flights to
leave the country, after the frantic U.S. military-led airlifts ended with the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan on Aug. 30.
National Security Council spokeswoman Emily Horne said Friday that 32 Americans
and U.S. green-card holders had left Afghanistan on Friday, 19 on a Qatar Airways
flight and 13 others by land.
The U.S. government believes about 100 American citizens remain in Afghanistan, a
State Department spokeswoman, Jalina Porter, said.
It was the same number the U.S. had given before this week's evacuation flights took
out Americans. Porter said she could not immediately explain why the number had
not changed.
Vaccination campaigns prevent major measles outbreaks in the United States, but
measles can be a deadly disease for adults and children in countries where violence
or other obstacles block immunization. Hundreds of Afghan children have died of
measles in some recent years.
Psaki said the United States was requiring measles vaccinations for entry to the
United States, and that Afghans were receiving other immunizations at U.S. military
bases before heading to new homes around the country.
Officials were exploring vaccinating people while still overseas, she said.
(Frank Jordans in Berlin contributed to this report.)

Iranian Paper Calls 9/11 'the Beginning of America's End,' Uses 'Questionable'
Illustration
Natalie Colarossi - Newsweek
An Iranian newspaper marked the 20th anniversary of the September 11 terrorist
attacks with a controversial front-page illustration on Saturday calling it "The
beginning of America's end."

ED JONES/AFP/Getty Images An Iranian newspaper published a "questionable"
cartoon on 9/11, calling the terrorist attack "the beginning of America's end." Here,
family members leave flowers the National 9/11 Memorial and Museum during the
commemoration the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center,
in New York, on September 11, 2021.
According to BBC journalist Kian Sharifi, the Iranian paper Vatan-e Emruz used a
"questionable" image and headline to discuss the 2001 terrorist attacks that killed
nearly 3,000 civilians and first responders in the U.S.
Sharifi tweeted on Saturday: "Iranian hardline newspaper Vatan-e Emruz marks the
20th anniversary of the #September11 attacks with a questionable front-page cartoon
titled "Demise".
The headline in red reads: "9/11: The beginning of America's end.'"
The paper's illustration shows Uncle Sam's severed legs as the twin towers of the
World Trade Center, with smoke billowing from them and an airplane in the distance.
Iranian hardline newspaper Vatan-e Emruz marks the 20th anniversary of the
#September11 attacks with a questionable front-page cartoon titled "Demise".
The headline in red reads: "9/11: The beginning of America's end".
pic.twitter.com/g6ONXAokAD
— Kian Sharifi (@KianSharifi) September 11, 2021
The controversial front page comes on the two-decade anniversary of the deadly
terrorist attacks, when four commercial planes were hijacked by the radical Islamist
group Al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden, and crashed into three locations in the
U.S.
One plane was flown into the Pentagon outside Washington, D.C., two others were
flown into the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, and a fourth
crashed in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

In total, 2,977 people were killed and thousands more were injured. A majority of
those who died, or 2,753, were killed in New York.
The horrifying attacks led the U.S. to initiate a "war on terror" to destroy Al-Qaeda
and prevent other terrorist groups from forming, leading to military action in
Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere.
Last month, President Joe Biden withdrew all U.S. troops from Afghanistan,
effectively ending America's longest war.
On Saturday, Biden referred to the 9/11 attacks as an "unspeakable act of cowardice
and hatred" before visiting all three locations that were targeted in 2001.
"Twenty years ago, nearly 3,000 lives were cut short by an unspeakable act of
cowardice and hatred on 9/11. As a nation, we must never forget those we lost during
one of the darkest moments in our history and the enduring pain of their families and
loved ones," Biden said in a statement on Twitter.
Other former presidents, including Donald Trump, Barrack Obama, Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush, commemorated the somber day by paying tribute to
those who died in the attacks.
"One thing that became clear on 9/11—and has been clear ever since—is that
America has always been home to heroes who run towards danger in order to do
what is right," Obama said in a statement on Saturday.
"9/11 reminded us how so many Americans give of themselves in extraordinary
ways—not just in moments of great crisis, but every single day. Let's never forget that,
and let's never take them for granted."

Afghan interpreter beaten by Taliban while facing prolonged SIV application
delays
Brooke Singman - Fox News
An Afghan interpreter who aided the U.S. military for the last decade told Fox
News the Taliban beat him in his home on Thursday night for suspected ties to the
American government, as he and his family face a yearslong delay for approval of
their Special Immigrant Visa applications.
The interpreter, who requested his identity be kept anonymous for his and his family’s
safety, told Fox News in an interview Thursday night over the phone that the Taliban
came to his home and "tortured him" in front of his wife and his three young children.
"The Taliban came to our house and beaten me and tortured me and asked why we
left home last week when the Taliban was checking our house," he told Fox News.

"We escaped and were hiding from the Taliban because I feared they know about my
identity and my job because I was working for the U.S. government."
During the U.S. mission in August to evacuate thousands of American citizens and
Afghan allies after Afghanistan’s fall to the Taliban, the interpreter and his family
traveled to Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul trying to evacuate, but could
not get through the crowds, tear gas and Taliban checkpoints.
The interpreter told Fox News his wife and two daughters returned home and
encouraged him and his young son to keep trying, for fear that his staying in the
country would result in being killed by the Taliban due to his work with the U.S.
military.
The interpreter told Fox News he got very close to the gate – but could not get
through.
After the final day of the U.S. mission on Aug. 31, when the final U.S. troops and
military assets were withdrawn from Afghanistan, the interpreter and his family left
their home to go into hiding from the Taliban.
The interpreter told Fox News when they returned to their home this week, their
neighbors warned them that the Taliban had been trying to search their house.
"After a week, we had to come home and pick up something, and the Taliban came
back, and asked why we hadn’t been home," the interpreter told Fox News.
"I tried to hide my documents because if they find that, they will know and they will
kill me. They will torture me."
"They were beating me, and trying to find out what my job was, and I told them I am
just a simple civilian person, a simple civilian person," he added. "I told them I was
not part of the government or the U.S. coalition forces."
The interpreter said the Taliban yelled at him, asking, "Why do you shave your
beard?" and questioned why he was "not wearing clothes like Taliban clothes."
The interpreter went on to describe how the Taliban beat him, saying they "put me
through a lot of pain," using "something in their hand," and "put the gun to my
head."
"They asked, ‘Are you a spy of the U.S. military? Are you a spy of the U.S.
government?’" he recalled.
"My kids were crying, my wife was crying, they tortured me and beat me in front of
them and tried to take me to their station."
The interpreter told Fox News that because of his family’s cries, the Taliban "pitied"
him and did not take him to their station, but said they would return to search his
house, and warned that if he was not present, they would "find me and they will shoot
me."

"My hands and body are shaking," he told Fox News. "The most important thing is my
family and my life."
The interpreter’s wife told Fox News she was "very scared for the Taliban that they
will kill my kids and my husband." She went on, "If they kill my husband, how can I
handle my life?"
His wife added: "My husband was working with Americans and helped them, and
right now, they’re not helping us."
The interpreter, who worked with the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marines and U.S. Army, as well
as U.S. military contractors from 2011 until the end of 2014, told Fox News despite
going through the application process, "I don’t know what happened, something was
wrong with my case." He detailed the steps he took to get approval and shared
documents with Fox News.
The interpreter said he was "disappointed," because friends have been calling him
asking why the United States "have not helped you."
"They left you behind," he recalled his friends saying. "It makes me very
disappointed."
The interpreter, who is in his 30s, told Fox News he remembered when the Taliban
were last in control some 20 years ago.
"The situation changed here very fast. When I was working with the U.S. forces, I had
a very simple life," he said.
"Now, we have no liberty, we can’t leave the house, they will beat you and take you to
jail," he said. "If you listen to music, they will take you to jail."
His wife added: "Every door that we are trying to go to to ask for help, all of the
doors have been closed for us. So we don’t have any hope. We don’t know where we
can go to ask for help, so please help us."
Fox News first learned of the interpreter’s incident with the Taliban through a U.S.
Army veteran who worked alongside the Afghan interpreter during his time in the
country.
"It was always said to us that if our interpreters, if they did a good job and were loyal,
we would be able to write them letters of recommendation to get a SIV and come live
in the United States," the veteran told Fox News.
The veteran shared further documents regarding the interpreter's application with
Fox News, which were reviewed for authenticity. The interpreter's application was
rejected, according to documentation, due to a "termination" from his role.
"He was never terminated," the veteran said. "They did away with our program. He
wasn't terminated, we just finished the work."

He added: "He has submitted six different copies of the application, and has six
different veterans giving him letters of recommendation."
"He’s scared for his life right now, and he’s not sure what to do," the veteran said,
explaining that he's been in touch with the State Department and congressional
offices to try to help. "I’ve gotten through, but it’s just like a circle."
He added: "We promised these guys something."

Fort Bliss, Home to Thousands of Unaccompanied Minors, Also Housing 10K
Afghan Evacuees
Mary Ellen Cagnassola - Newsweek
A refugee camp where thousands of unaccompanied children who crossed into the
U.S. are being kept will now also become the temporary homes of almost 10,000
Afghan refugees.

Farnoush Amiri/AP Photo CLARIFIES DATELINE AS FORT BLISS' DOÑA ANA
VILLAGE IN NEW MEXICO, NOT FORT BLISS, TEXAS, AS BASE SPANS AREAS
OF BOTH TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO.
An aerial view of Fort Bliss' Doña Ana Village in New Mexico is seen Friday, Sept.
10, 2021. The Biden administration provided the first public look inside the U.S.
military base where Afghans airlifted out of Afghanistan are screened, amid questions
about how the government is caring for the refugees and vetting them.
The Biden administration gave a media tour on Friday of Fort Bliss military base,
where Afghans evacuated out of their country are being screened before beginning
new lives in the U.S.

Fort Bliss is also where thousands of children from Central American countries, who
have been fleeing to the U.S. in record numbers without adults, are staying. The
children stay there until they are reunited with relatives in the U.S., placed with a
sponsor or sent to a licensed facility.
On Friday, Afghan children with soccer balls and basketballs played outside large
white tents. One young girl was still wearing dirty clothing.
Under the program called "Operation Allies Welcome," some 50,000 Afghans are
expected to be admitted to the United States, including translators, drivers and others
who helped the U.S. military during the 20-year war and who feared reprisals by
the Taliban after they quickly seized power last month.
The three-hour tour at Fort Bliss Army base in El Paso, Texas, was the first time the
media has been granted broad access to one of the eight U.S. military installations
housing Afghans.
The U.S. government spent two weeks building what it calls a village to house the
Afghans on the base. It is a sprawling area with hundreds of air-conditioned tents
used as dormitories and dining halls on scrubby dirt lots, landscape that in some
ways resembled parts of the homeland they fled.
Nearly 130,000 were airlifted out of Afghanistan in one of the largest mass
evacuations in U.S. history. Many of those people are still in transit, undergoing
security vetting and screening in other countries, including Germany, Spain, Kuwait
and Qatar.
Members of Congress have questioned whether the screening is thorough enough.
Many of the Afghans who worked for the U.S. government have undergone years of
vetting already before they were hired, and then again to apply for a special
immigrant visa for U.S. allies.
After they are released from the base, they will be aided by resettlement agencies in
charge of placing the refugees. The agencies give priority to places where the
refugees either have family already in the United States or there are Afghan
immigrant communities with the resources to help them start a new life in a foreign
land.
So far, no one at Fort Bliss has been released for resettlement.
The Pentagon has said all evacuees are tested for COVID-19 upon arriving at the
Dulles International Airport in Washington.

White House, Democrats tangle over Biden bid to raise taxes
Associated Press (AP)

AP

President Joe Biden has a simple message for fellow Democrats about his plan to
raise taxes to remake large swaths of the American economy: look beyond the bottom
line.
Biden is trying to persuade Democrats to embrace a more emotional argument,
namely that the plan is fair, that it increases taxes on those who can afford to pay
more and spends money on programs targeting children and the middle class.
The president has proposed more than $3 trillion worth of revenue increases,
primarily through higher taxes for corporations and the country’s richest households
as well as greater IRS enforcement that would target the wealthy.
But key lawmakers voiced doubts this past week about the size and possible impacts
on the economy as congressional committees considered the measures and a wide
array of business groups sifted through the details to highlight what they oppose.
Interviews with three administration officials suggest the White House is comfortable
with settling for a lower price tag as part of the negotiating process, so long as the
end result produces a tax system that voters judge as fair.
The officials, who were not authorized to publicly discuss ongoing negotiations and
spoke on condition of anonymity, said Democrats are united on this front.
If the playbook of appealing to voters sounds familiar, it was the same strategy used
by Biden to cement a bipartisan infrastructure deal earlier this year.
“This is a commonsense thing that people agree with,” said Kate Berner, White
House deputy communications director.
“They don’t understand why companies can park profits overseas and pay no money
in taxes. They don’t understand why a hedge fund manager pays a lower tax rate than
a pipefitter. It’s something that people think of as fundamentally broken.”
But in a sign of uncertainty, the administration has also stayed publicly quiet about
how low Biden is willing to go in slimming down the package.

The administration also finds itself grappling with interest groups that the White
House views as intentionally misrepresenting its tax plans in hopes of eroding
support.
Officials say that claims of job losses by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other
groups are overblown and fail to consider investments in family leave, children, child
care, health care and the environment that they believe will help the economy.
The president outlined his tax plans in his budget proposal, setting a baseline for
congressional committees.
But some Democratic lawmakers, including West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin, have
already objected to the amount of spending and the taxes being raised. Manchin early
on raised concerns about Biden’s proposal to increase the corporate income tax rate
from 21% to 28%.
“If you’re going to be a leader in the world and the superpower of the world, you
better have a competitive tax rate, period,” he said.
While Manchin and Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., both voted for the budget blueprint
that allowed Democrats to begin crafting the social programs package, they have
made it clear they will not support the proposed topline spending figure of $3.5
trillion over 10 years.
“Establishing an artificial $3.5 trillion spending number and then
reverse-engineering the partisan social priorities that should be funded isn’t how you
make good policy,” Manchin wrote in The Wall Street Journal.
On the House side, Democrats can afford to lose only three votes and still pass the
spending bill if the GOP unanimously opposes it, as expected.
There have already been early signals of unrest, with Rep. Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla.,
voting against two sections of her party’s bill during a committee hearing this past
week, and Rep. Ron Kind, D-Wis., joining her in voting no on one of those votes.
“I don’t know how much we’re spending, how much we’re raising, how we’re
spending some of the money and how we’re raising any of the money,” Murphy
complained.
Under Biden’s initial proposal, changes to corporate taxes would raise roughly $2
trillion over a decade, with about 70% of that sum coming from putting the corporate
rate at 28% and revising a global minimum tax on profits.
An additional $755 billion would come from higher individual taxes on the wealthiest
Americans, including an increase to the rate charged on profits from the sale of
capital assets such as stocks or real estate.
Increased enforcement by the IRS would yield roughly $460 billion. But a Treasury
Department analysis indicates that figure would grow to $1.6 trillion in the following

decade as more IRS employees were fully trained, one of the key arguments for saying
that the budget would be fiscally responsible.
Part of the challenge for Democrats is the memory of voter backlash against
proposed tax increases during the 1984 presidential election against Ronald Reagan
nearly four decades ago.
Many older Democrats and those from more conservative areas fear that voters will
penalize them if taxes increase by too much, even if Biden and advocacy groups push
the argument that voters are now rejecting Reagan-ism and will reward Democrats
for raising taxes on companies and the wealthy.
“We’re in a generational struggle within the Democratic Party,” said Frank
Clemente, executive director of the advocacy group Americans for Tax Fairness.
“We’re in a very different era, and these Democrats haven’t caught up with the era
we’re in.”
Americans for Tax Fairness is among the organizations trying to persuade
Democratic lawmakers to back Biden’s tax proposals. The groups have commissioned
a national polls and six battleground state polls and mobilized 97 national groups
and 620 state organizations to back the plans on the premise that they are popular.
Even if business groups oppose parts of the plan, their objections can vary by
industry.
The Chamber of Commerce has emphasized its dislike of higher rates for
corporations and capital gains, while the American Bankers Association sent a letter
to lawmakers on Tuesday voicing concerns about the increased reporting
requirements to the IRS on customers’ accounts.
The Retail Industry Leaders Association, whose members include Target, Best Buy
and other major retailers, urged congressional leaders Thursday not to raise
corporate tax rates, but to boost IRS enforcement and ensure that all companies pay
at least a minimum tax before an increase in the corporate tax rate is considered.
“We are doing a lot of meetings educating members on this issue and making sure
they understand how a rate increase will harm retail and the importance of ensuring
all profitable companies contribute,” said Melissa Murdock, a vice president with the
trade group.
The American Petroleum Institute, the largest trade group representing the U.S. oil
and gas industry, is lobbying to beat back a proposed fee on methane emissions that
supporters contend would slow climate change and dramatically improve air quality
in communities located near oil and gas facilities.
The group is running a $1 million-plus ad campaign that tells viewers when it comes
to energy, “Washington wants to chart an extreme course” that could make energy
more expensive and less reliable.”
Sen. Bernie Sanders, a Vermont independent, spoke about the full-court press to
reshape or even kill the tax increases.

“You’ve got all of the big money interests of the country fighting us day after day
after day,” Sanders said. “At the end of the day, in my mind, what we are trying to do
is to restore the faith of the American people that their government can work for them,
not just for lobbyists on Capitol Hill or the big money interests. And we are going to
prevail.”
But even as trade groups focus on individual details of a complex budget, the topline
proposal to fund $3.5 trillion in additional spending over the next decade is the main
obstacle.
Neil Bradley, executive vice president and chief policy officer at the Chamber of
Commerce, said the proposed tax increases are unprecedented but also inadequate to
pay for all the programs while complying with Senate rules on budgeting.
“‘I’ve been doing this for 25 years,” Bradley said. “Based on that experience, it’s my
belief that a package of this size collapses under its own weight.”

White House says it didn't expect such 'vehement opposition' to Trump-approved
COVID-19 vaccine
Katherine Doyle - Examiner
The White House said it was surprised by the strong opposition to COVID-19
vaccines approved under former President Donald Trump.

Provided by Washington Examiner
“We didn't anticipate that when there was a vaccine approved under a Republican
president, that the Republican president took, that there would be such hesitation,
opposition, vehement opposition in some cases, from so many people of his own party
in this country,” White House press secretary Jen Psaki said Friday.
“We didn't anticipate that.”

President Joe Biden announced sweeping vaccine rules this week, arguing mandates
for federal and private employees were needed to chart a path out of the pandemic.
The president said unvaccinated Americans were slowing the country’s recovery from
the coronavirus slamming GOP governors for thwarting pandemic restrictions.
Biden, in his speech on Thursday, “was channeling the frustration that millions of
people across this country are feeling, who are vaccinated,” Psaki said, adding that
“recent trends” reflected this.
“Many governors and elected officials have also shared their frustration,” she said.
In outlining his plan, the president took aim at Americans who haven't gotten the shot
yet, a point Psaki echoed while speaking to reporters.
“There are many people in this country who weren't vaccinated who said, ‘I’m just
waiting for the FDA to approve the vaccine.’ That happened several weeks ago,” she
said. Some 80 million people remain unvaccinated, according to the president.
The move has taken some by surprise.
Asked about the prospect of a mandate in July, Psaki told reporters, “That's not the
role of the federal government.”
One week later, Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, said, “There will be no nationwide mandate.”
Biden, too, had pledged this.
Republican leaders have argued Biden’s mandate lacks constitutional authority and
inoculations should be a personal choice.

The counterterrorism dilemma
Bruce Hoffman & Jacob Ware (opinion contributors) - The Hill
On the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, one question seems to be on everyone's
mind: Are we safer today than we were then? Until last month, the answer would have
been "yes." But given the recent events in Afghanistan that returned the Taliban to
power and resurrected that country's status as a terrorist haven, there is no longer an
obvious answer.

Getty Images The counterterrorism dilemma
Twenty years ago, the U.S. was at the apogee of its strength as the globe's unrivaled
remaining superpower. We faced the threat of one terrorist group - al Qaeda
-essentially concentrated in one place - Afghanistan.
How utterly different is the situation today. Al Qaeda maintains a global movement
of at least six franchises and well over a dozen local affiliates in Africa, the Middle
East, the Caucasus, and South and South East Asia.
In addition, today we are confronted with threats from two terrorist movements not
one - that of the Islamic State with its eight official branches and more than two dozen
networks - covering an almost identical geographical ambit, including the group ISIS-K - responsible for the tragic bombing at Kabul's international airport that killed
13 U.S. service personnel as well as nearly 200 Afghans.
In 2001, the U.S. also had the luxury of not being distracted by challenges from peer
competitors like China, newly assertive powers like Russia and would-be nuclear
powers like Iran, notwithstanding the daily preoccupation with preventing
cyberattacks, mitigating climate change and managing the COVID-19 pandemic, as
well a resurgent domestic terrorist threat. International counterterrorism once stood
as the lone priority; that is no longer the case.
The late renowned historian, Walter Laqueur, once reflected how "Having spent some
of my formative years in a particularly nasty and brutal dictatorship immunized me
against a certain facile optimism frequently found in the United States."
That same "facile optimism" has characterized both the Trump and Biden
administration's credulous negotiations with the Taliban and the shameful handling of
our withdrawal from Afghanistan.
It begins with a fundamental lack of understanding of the ideology that underpins the
Taliban, al Qaeda and ISIS. They all share the same principles of resistance to
Western influence and encroachment and the unstinting defense of Muslim lands most
forcefully expounded four decades ago by the leading jihadi theorist and
propagandist of his time, Abdullah Azzam.

Azzam's thesis that an aggressive war is being waged against Islam by its enemies
long ago became a staple of the sustaining narrative embraced by each of these
terrorist movements.
The need for global jihad to defeat these enemies is thus an integral aspect of both al
Qaeda's and ISIS's respective mindsets. The Taliban, admittedly, is more focused on
governing Afghanistan and dissolving the perceived artificial border that separates
that country from Pakistan.
But for all, the establishment of an Islamic caliphate where fundamentalist Islam is
the only accepted religion and where Sharia, the legal system based on Islamic
religious precepts, is the only law - is an equally shared priority.
There is, of course, no guarantee that the Taliban will provide al Qaeda with the
freedom to conduct external operations - 9/11, after all, resulted in the Taliban losing
power for 20 years. But the Taliban's triumph is indicative of a bigger victory having defeated the U.S. goliath, jihadists worldwide will strive for a global golden
age.
The U.S. thus finds itself in a situation not seen since the days before 9/11, with al
Qaeda, and perhaps others, set to enjoy a terrorist safe haven requiring the
interventions of geographically distant military assets.
But the Afghanistan crisis is also emblematic of broader problems in the U.S.
counterterrorism landscape. Those charged with protecting the American homeland
from terrorism threats at home and abroad are dealing with two, mutually reinforcing
crises: our resources are being spread thinner, while those resources themselves are
dwindling.
Firstly, terrorism threats are proliferating.
Although the Salafi-jihadist threat dominated much of the 21st century, it has, over
the past half-decade, been eclipsed by far-right extremists inspired by white
supremacist, neo-Nazi, or anti-government views. In the U.S., mass shootings at
Charleston, Pittsburgh and El Paso targeted the most vulnerable segments of our
society, while deadly mobs at Charlottesville and the U.S. Capitol showcased the
movement's strength-in-numbers.
As Lorenzo Vidino and Seamus Hughes write, "Unfortunately, we are in a time of
fractured threats. Our country would do well to recognize that reality and not
vacillate too much between them depending on the news of the day."
The Salafi-jihadist campaign, too, is growing more diffuse. Syria and Iraq remain
hotbeds of violence and instability, as the Islamic State caliphate's dying embers
continue to enflame ongoing domestic insurgency and international terrorism.
Groups in Yemen and Somalia continue plotting against the West, sometimes
successfully. And both al Qaeda and ISIS franchises grow more emboldened in the
Sahel and sub-Saharan Africa.

Western media barely registered ISIS's ideological expansion to southern Africa and
the mass murder of over 50 civilians in Mozambique last November. And the most
imminent threat still comes from "homegrown" extremists - born and radicalized in
the United States itself.
Afghanistan, then, offers an unwelcome addition to an already-stretched
counterterrorism portfolio. And yet, as terrorist threats proliferate, counterterrorism
is no longer a predominant concern among Washington, D.C.'s many analysts,
eclipsed by an array of domestic and international threats.
The de-prioritization of counterterrorism on the national security ladder may have
been long overdue - terrorism simply does not claim that many American lives. But it
should be approached with extreme caution.
The relative security we enjoy in our homeland today is not because threats have
dissipated. Instead, it is precisely because of our well-trained, well-resourced and
well-executed counterterrorism capability that Americans so rarely lose their lives to
acts of terrorism.
Weakening that capability will have consequences. Whether we respond with the
requisite patience and a longer-term perspective is another question.
Terrorist groups strike and succeed when intent, capability and opportunity collide.
In Afghanistan, intent never diminished; only capability did, and that will surely
replenish as U.S. pressure eases. Now, they themselves will decide when the
opportunity is right.
(Bruce Hoffman is the senior fellow for counterterrorism and homeland security at
the Council on Foreign Relations and a professor at Georgetown University. Jacob
Ware is a research associate for counterterrorism at the Council on Foreign
Relations.)

Stickers that are being placed on gas pumps across the country are reminding
Americans why they’re paying so much for gasoline eight months into President Joe
Biden’s presidency.

Joe Biden Is Worse Than COVID
Some diseases are lethal.
SCOTT MCKAY (American Spectator) & YASAMIN JAFARI TEHRAN (Shutterstock)

“Get vaccinated,” whispered the doddering, white-haired failure of a president
before beating a hasty retreat from the podium. Reporters barked questions at him
which neither he nor his handlers had interest in answering, because they have no
answers.
Joe Biden has no answers for COVID-19. What Joe Biden has is blame and
Otherization for Americans not invested in the tired narratives of his handlers and the
managerial elite he represents so badly.
That’s clear. It’s the only true takeaway from the disgraceful, alarming speech Biden
gave Thursday.
Despite universal, dishonest media coverage propping up his administration this man
has botched everything he has touched for the eight months he’s occupied the White
House, culminating in an historic, dishonorable humiliation in Afghanistan which has
driven his approval ratings into the 30’s. Biden’s handlers have panicked, pivoting to
the one issue America has yet to recognize his misgovernance in.
COVID.
There won’t be any hiding for Biden now, as he’s turned his entire presidency into an
engine of Covidian dystopia. We’ll soon find out whether the American people will
stand for it, and the answer might well determine the future of the country.
The chief theme of Biden’s COVID speech is that people yet to be vaccinated against
the virus are the Other, and must be punished by being denied access to public places,
jobs and other avenues of mainstream American life. Biden actually said “to the
vaccinated we understand your anger at the unvaccinated,” and that “our patience is
wearing thin” for those yet to take the jab.

They might as well be Jews, Kulaks, Tutsis or Armenians for the level of invective the
President of the United States attacked them with Thursday.
He announced an OSHA rule which would punish businesses with more than 100
employees with a fine of some $14,000 for each violation of a mandate that those
companies require vaccinations or weekly testing for their employees. That’s going to
apply to some 80 million Americans, and it’s done without even a proposed piece of
legislation in Congress.
The Daily Wire’s CEO, Jeremy Boreing, might have been the first to publicly
announce noncompliance. “The Daily Wire has well over 100 employees,” he said in
a tweet as Biden spoke.
“We will not enforce Joe Biden’s unconstitutional and tyrannical vaccine mandate.
We will use every tool at our disposal, including legal action, to resist this
overreach.”
Biden directly challenged governors who have fought vaccine mandates in school
systems, singling out Florida’s Ron DeSantis without using his name. Biden said the
federal government would step in to provide funding for the salaries of school system
employees DeSantis would stop paying for violating his ban on local vaccine
mandates.
Where he’ll get the funding for that without a congressional appropriation is a good
question.
He threatened to get DeSantis and other elected state officials “out of the way,”
without spelling out what that meant. Then he embraced DeSantis’ strategy to make
monoclonal antibody infusions available in a widespread manner, something Biden’s
media allies had trashed DeSantis for.
The speech was an exercise in Funhouse Mirror Civics. Nothing in it was remotely
consonant with the constitutional doctrine of limited government. U.S. Rep. Mike
Johnson (R-Louisiana), head of the Republican Study Committee, was in a fury after
watching it.
“President Biden can barely remember what day of the week it is — and now he
wants to shred the Constitution and impose a mandate he has no authority to impose
or means to enforce,” said Johnson.
“This is yet another brazen overreach by an administration that makes everything it
touches worse. In America, we protect the rights of the people to make the best
decisions for their own families.”
Biden now insists on more COVID testing, more contact tracing. He’s demanding that
all employees of medical facilities accepting payments from Medicare and Medicaid
be vaccinated. Doctors and nurses are among some of the people most resistant to
taking the vaccine, largely because so many of them have already had the virus and

possess natural immunity – which an Israeli study shows is 13 times more effective in
protecting people from contracting it again than the vaccine is.
He demanded that air travelers subjected to dehumanizing treatment aboard planes
“show some respect” rather than protest the restrictive harangues the TSA has forced
flight attendants to perform.
And he demanded that all federal employees take the jab, which is an open and
blatant attempt at purging those unconvinced by the shifting-sands pronouncements of
Anthony Fauci and the rest of our failed medical elite.
It might not have been an accident that this speech would hit just a couple of days
after a bombshell piece appeared at The Intercept which made it nearly impossible
not to conclude COVID-19 was the product of taxpayer-funded gain-of-function
research, an expose which paints Fauci as a liar with clear criminal exposure for his
multiple false statements in Congressional testimony.
Very little of what Biden demanded will become public policy, particularly in the
states run by the governors he attacked. Most of it will be challenged, successfully, in
court; the rest will be quietly dropped after the fact when and if it’s clear America
won’t stand for its enforcement.
But the economic effects of what Biden is demanding will be real. The disruption of
the workforce this will cause will damage the supply chain, the housing market,
education, transportation, almost every industry.
Ace of Spades noted that Biden’s handlers see that as a feature, rather than a bug…
When the economy continues to tank, and inflation continues to soar, Biden will just
blame the unvaccinated.
I’d go further and say This is the entire reason for this unconstitutional
power-grab. He knows he faces an increasingly likely wipe-out in 2022: He must do
something, then, to change the trajectory.
If he can’t fix the economy, he’ll fix blame.
That’s almost certainly correct. It’s a move straight from the tyrant’s playbook.
Always have an Other you can demonize. The unvaccinated, and the mask-resisters,
are Biden’s. They will be blamed for all of the ills of his administration.
Let’s remember that Joe Biden never once mentioned a word about the unvaccinated,
and even COVID-positive, illegals he is turning loose at bus stations all over America
in his Thursday speech.
He is literally importing COVID patients into communities all over the country and
then demanding mandates and restrictions upon the American people in order to fight
that same virus.
We are so far behind the looking glass right now it is amazing we don’t have blood in
the streets. It’s hard not to foresee that – but easy to see that chaos and civil
disturbance is what Biden’s handlers want. College football fans chant “F**k Joe

Biden” on Saturday in stadiums all over the country, and five days later here is Biden
demanding that the managers of those stadiums impose vaccine mandates on the fans.
On Saturday is the 20th anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks. Joe Biden
has no plans to address the nation on that day. Perhaps he realizes he can’t be heard
over the din of Americans joining in the “F**k Joe Biden” chant.
But Biden and his handlers are pushing, pushing. They want another One Six they can
get mileage from. They need something they can use to turn the catastrophic public
tide, which has pulled his presidency’s approval ratings under the waves.
It’s imperative, as difficult as it might be, that regular Americans not take his bait.
It’s clear dividing the country on COVID vaccinations, and laying in wait for those
who disobey, is their strategy.
They’re dangerous. Far more so than the virus. The precedent they are attempting to
set will destroy what remains of constitutional governance in America. It cannot stand,
and must be resisted.

Trump Surprises FDNY & NYPD with 9/11 Anniversary Visit, While President
Biden Blames Americans for Aftermath
Kyle Becker - Trending Politics

On the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, former President Donald J. Trump made
a surprise visit to FDNY firefighters and NYPD officers in New York City to honor
them for their dedication, service, and heroism.

Trump also posed with firefighters and NYPD officers.

Donald Trump also spoke to the NYPD and the FDNY.

There was more video taken of Trump’s surprise visit.

The former president was greeted with loud applause and cheering as he paid tribute
to New York City officers and firefighters. Donald Trump earlier issued a video
statement on the “sad day”:

President Biden, meanwhile, appeared with former presidents and other political
figures attending a ceremony at ground zero in New York City for the 9/11
anniversary.

President Biden joined former president Obama, former first lady Michelle Obama,
former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and former New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg at the Ground Zero ceremony.

Biden also appeared to give some kind of ‘shout out’ at the solemn ceremony. The
Biden then left to honor those who gave their lives defending America on Flight 93.
“The president and first lady left the memorial just before 10 a.m. to travel to
Shanksville to participate in a wreath-laying ceremony commemorating those who
died on Flight 93,” the Hill reported.

President Biden did not deliver formal remarks on the solem occasion. He did,
however, deliver a video statement on the 9/11 attacks that blamed Americans for
‘Islamophobia.’
“We also witnessed the dark forces of human nature. Fear and anger. Resentment
and violence against Muslim-Americans — true and faithful followers of a peaceful
religion,” Biden said.
The often-predicted surge in ‘hate crimes’ against Muslims turned out to be much less
of a problem than Islamic terrorism actually killed Americans after the September 11
attacks. President Biden, for his part, presided over the worst foreign policy debacle
in U.S. military history with his Afghan withdrawal.
As the Taliban took over in Afghanistan, the president stranded hundreds of
Americans in the country in harm’s way. Islamic terrorists – from ISIS-K to al Qaeda
– have now overrun the country. The Taliban raised their flag over the Afghan capitol
building on the anniversary of 9/11.
While President Biden may have been at Ground Zero on 9/11, his policies have put
America’s counter-terrorism efforts back to ground zero.

