The latest News Around Us in Sept #01
Ukraine’s MiG-29s Shown Firing U.S. AGM-88 Missiles In Stunning Cockpit
Video
Thomas Newdick - The Drive
The Ukrainian Air Force has, for the first time, published a video showing its MiG-29
Fulcrum jet fighters carrying and firing AGM-88 High-speed Anti-Radiation Missiles,
or HARMs, demonstrating a recently introduced suppression and destruction of
enemy air defense capability, also referred to collectively as SEAD/DEAD.
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While the existence of HARMs in Ukraine had become clear earlier this month, and
more evidence subsequently emerged online, it wasn’t until August 19 that U.S.
officials confirmed the transfer of these weapons and that they were being used by
“MiG aircraft.” Days later the obvious was disclosed — Ukraine’s MiG-29s have
received the capability. Now, we have the chance to see them in action, and the
footage, overall, doesn’t disappoint.

https://twitter.com/i/status/1564531365600690176
The video, published today on various social media channels by the Ukrainian Air
Force, provides a very interesting insight into the operations of the country’s MiG-29
fleet, which consists mainly of non-deeply upgraded Soviet-era Fulcrum-C jets. Most
importantly, the footage shows HARM launches, including two examples of pairs of
HARMs being launched from medium altitude.
Anti-radiation missiles like the AGM-88 are primarily designed to home in on enemy
signal emitters, especially air defense radars, including those directly associated with
surface-to-air missile systems, and neutralize them. Since early on in the conflict, the
Ukrainian Air Force has made calls for a SEAD/DEAD capability of this kind, to
counter the threat of Russia’s extensive surface-to-air missiles.
Prior to the arrival of the HARM, Ukraine had only very limited access to
anti-radiation missiles, in the form of obsolescent Soviet-era weapons for its fleet
of Su-24 Fencer strike aircraft.
Also in the new video are more familiar combat air patrols, with MiG-29s armed with
their usual radar-guided R-27R (AA-10 Alamo) and heat-seeking R-73 (AA-11 Archer)
air-to-air missiles (AAMs). Much of the flying is conducted at the extremely low levels
that have become something of a trademark for Ukrainian pilots, even long before the
invasion began.
Ukrainian Air Force MiG-29s flying at low level at the very beginning of the conflict:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXHGCmkoik0
https://twitter.com/Aryan_warlord/status/1532720284876550144?s=20&t=TxnJ5Cwt
XIp9muuxvbiG2A
Also included in the video is the rarely seen use of the MiG-29’s
30mm GSh-301 cannon for air-to-ground strafing. At one point, as the vibration from
the gun rattles through the cockpit, the GPS device that’s been added to the cockpit
instrument panel can be seen falling off.

https://twitter.com/SamWise24/status/1564548007797948417?s=20&t=uFmjyW1i-O
okhuDOUFedew
The cockpit of the MiG-29 is illuminated during a nighttime strafing run. Ukrainian
Air Force Screencap

The view from the cockpit of a Ukrainian Air Force MiG-29, showing a HARM on the
inner under-wing pylon and an R-73 air-to-air missile outboard. Ukrainian Air Force
Screencap
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In one sequence, a MiG-29 can be seen firing a pair of unguided air-to-ground
rockets, as well. These are old S-24 types, which are 240mm (9.45-inch) rockets that
were first introduced by the Soviet Union in the early 1960s.
A commercially available handheld Garmin 66 series device added to the cockpit is
something that’s already familiar from operations by Russian tactical aircraft, for
some years now, and provides the pilot with another accurate navigation aid.

Weapons Technician Anthony Toliver, Secures A Agm-88 High-Speed Anti-Radiation
Missile (Harm), At The End Of Of The Runway After The F-16Cj Aircraft Return To
Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, January 14, 1999 An F-16Cj Fired A Harm At An Iraqi
Surface-To-Air Missile And Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AAA) System Jan. 14. (Photo By
Usaf/Getty Images)© Provided by The Drive
Otherwise, the cockpit of some of the jets is fitted with another digital device,
apparently a Garmin 660 with a larger touchscreen display, to provide additional
navigation cues. In particular, it appears to be used to improve gunnery accuracy
when ground strafing and using HARM.
Both these kinds of devices could have been provided to the Ukrainian Air Force in
the form of charity donations, something that is also happening on the Russian side,
too.

Garmin 660 (center) and Garmin 66 devices in the cockpit of a MiG-29. Ukrainian
Air Force Screencap
As has been pointed out, the position of the central Garmin device appears to obstruct
the existing chaff/flare counter and, to a lesser degree, two other flight instruments.
Clearly, the device can either be removed quickly if required or is judged important
enough to warrant losing some of this other information while fitted.
Definitely a MFD, you can see a dial under the screen. It seems to be mounted in
front of the chaff/flare counter and it looks like it is partially blocking the vertical
velocity indicator and the radar altimeter. It's an interesting modification.
— GilgaMesh (@Gilgameshismist) August 30, 2022
While the cockpit has undergone some improvements, they are of a fairly improvised
nature. There’s no evidence that aircraft seen in the video have been upgraded to the
more modern MiG-29MU1 standard, let alone the more advanced MiG-29MU2, only
one example of which is thought to exist.
https://twitter.com/CombatAir/status/1270035847669329921?s=20&t=LllZMJAy9tG
o9jTiRCenRg
https://twitter.com/UAWeapons/status/1556391541324894210?s=20&t=FTcHIdwyS
FV-dv8zF1Nb6w

All in all, it’s still not possible, from this evidence, to determine exactly how the
Ukrainian Air Force is employing its HARMs, or which particular model is involved.
They are clearly being mounted on the inner underwing pylons, which usually carry
the R-27R. In the past, The War Zone has looked at the various different options for
employing the HARM from a MiG-29, especially one that’s had little to no
modifications for the role.
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Essentially, this seems like a fairly straightforward conversion, which would suggest
that the HARMs are being fired in the so-called Pre-Briefed mode, in which the
missile would be programmed to fly to the area of a specific threat, or potential threat,
while the aircraft is still on the ground.

This would not require any major data interface between the aircraft and missile,
beyond adapted weapons pylons, with the pilot navigating to a predetermined area,
likely using the add-on GPS devices.
The missile would then be launched ‘blind,’ typically at a longer range, and with the
MiG-29 flying at high speed. In this way, a lofted trajectory would be imparted to
maximize the missile's flight time, with the aim of acquiring a target during its flight.
That could also explain the multiple missile launches, as a way of putting up a kind of
protective, but very temporary, umbrella around a formation of friendly aircraft flying
into danger. Nevertheless, that is an expensive way of suppressing air defenses and
would quickly use up missile stocks.
On the other hand, this could be a sign that Ukraine has received significant numbers
of HARMs already. U.S. defense officials have not revealed how many AGM-88s have
been delivered to Ukraine, only that a second tranche was approved once the
feasibility of the integration on the MiG-29 had been proven. The double firing could
also be used against areas — or even two somewhat separated areas — where there
is a dense collection of highly active enemy air defense systems.

Juice standing next to his MiG-29 armed with AAMs. Juice/Ukrainian Air Force
It might be the case that Ukraine is being supplied with older HARMs that had been
removed from service or missiles that are being assembled from older leftover
components. We know, for instance, that Raytheon regularly takes back U.S. and
allied HARMs and converts them to new models by swapping sections and upgrading
other parts. Potentially, there could be a ready supply of parts from AGM-88B/C
variants, for example, that could be assembled into later-standard models.

The War Zone spoke to Ukrainian Air Force MiG-29 pilot “Juice” about the HARM,
and he described it as “the most advanced weapon for our aviation and extremely
effective.” However, he also noted that “without platforms for AIM-120 [active
radar-guided air-to-air missiles], other smart air-to-ground munitions and advanced
sensors, it covers a very small percentage of our missions.”
Finally, it’s worth noting that the video is dedicated to the memory of “Major Yevhen
Lysenko … who heroically died in an aerial fight against the Russian invaders on
March 9.”
While the Ukrainian Air Force has surprised many with its survival against
a numerically and technologically superior enemy, it’s clear that, since the beginning
of the conflict, its inventory has suffered serious losses. So far, at least 11 MiG-29s
have been confirmed as destroyed, based on open-source data, from a reported total
fleet of around 50 before the latest invasion.
https://twitter.com/EuromaidanPress/status/1503892177314889728?s=20&t=hH2Ok
Z5H1kQIXjraREcxZg
https://twitter.com/Uinp_gov_ua/status/1505569693733736456?s=20&t=hH2OkZ5H
1kQIXjraREcxZg
With that in mind, Ukraine has made strenuous efforts to obtain additional MiG-29s,
with aircraft from Bulgaria, Poland, or Slovakia all having been suggested. While the
Slovakian jets are reportedly now due to be transferred, so far, however, the air force
has had to make do with a supply of “thousands” of spare parts. These do seem to
have allowed the Ukrainian fighter fleet to have grown in numbers, albeit modestly.

The Ukrainian Air Force and its pilots, however, are already looking beyond the
MiG-29 and other Soviet-era types, with repeated calls to start the process of
acquiring more modern Western fighters, like the F-16, and to begin training pilots
and maintainers sooner rather than later.
While it remains to be seen what new fighter jets will eventually be provided to
Ukraine, it seems clear that a SEAD/DEAD capability will be very much on the list of
requirements. In the meantime, Ukrainian Air Force MiG-29 pilots appear to be
getting some good practice in the employment of the HARM and the wider air
defense-suppression mission.

Fukushima Plants Showing 'Unusual Growing Patterns' as Residents Return
Robyn White - Newsweek
Japan's Fukushima, the site of the world's second-worst nuclear disaster, is showing
“unusual growing patterns” among vegetation in the area because of the radiation
contamination.

A stock photo shows contaminated soil due to radiation. Trees in Fukushima, Japan,
have shown unusual growing patterns, according to reports.© Getty
Images/photovova

In 2011, the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant lost power during a tsunami
and earthquake that hit Japan's Pacific coast. This caused systems in three reactors to
fail and the cores to overheat. Nuclear material then bored holes in each reactor,
causing radiation to leak. This resulted in a series of explosions and a catastrophic
nuclear disaster. The event is second only to Chernobyl as the worst nuclear disaster.
Over 300,000 people were forced to evacuate their homes, and an exclusion zone had
to be created. Slowly, following remediation, areas have opened up again, meaning
people can return. Recently, the town of Futaba lifted its evacuation order.
Tim Mousseau, a professor of biological sciences at the University of South Carolina
and a radiation expert, told Newsweek that a “vast region near the power plant” is
still “significantly contaminated” but that levels are much lower than they used to be.
However, the effects of radiation continue to be seen in the plants in the area, he said.
"There have been a few studies of the plants showing effects of the radiation. For
example, it has been shown that Japanese fir trees show unusual growth patterns
similar to that observed for pine trees in Chernobyl," Mousseau said.
“Such effects are still open for study, as they are preserved in the growth form of the
plant/tree as long as it is still living.”
He continued, “Many areas are still contaminated above levels that most would
consider safe for people to live, although most of the region is now relatively safe for
short visits.”
Carmel Mothersill, a radiobiologist and the Canada research chair in environmental
radiobiology, said that remediation efforts have also affected the area's vegetation.
“The biggest disruption to the environment was the remediation effort where all
vegetation was removed and up to a meter of soil was also taken off to clean it up. But
the damage to forests and meadows is terrible,” she said.
“The disruptions to everyday life caused by the accident were permanent for many of
the residents, and this is unlikely to change soon for the most affected regions
of Fukushima,” Mousseau said.
“This is not so much because of persistent radiation per se but also because much of
the infrastructure was damaged or destroyed and has deteriorated over the past
decade.”
Mousseau also said that the ongoing effects of the contamination and “other human
disturbances” remain largely unknown, as “research in the region has dropped off
dramatically in the past years because of COVID and Japan's restrictions on visitors
from outside the country.”
“Assuming Japan removes travel restrictions, more research will be conducted,” he
said.
While some areas are opening back up to the public, most of the Fukushima area
remains evacuated, Mothersill said.
“People are nervous and not happy to go back,” she said. But where people are
living, radiation levels are very low, meaning there is a low risk to people and pets.

Nearly 160 Russian Troops Killed in 220 Missile, Artillery Attacks: Ukraine
Aila Slisco - Newsweek
The Ukrainian military says that it killed nearly 160 Russian troops after launching
missile and artillery strikes as part of its massive counteroffensive in southern
Ukraine.

WOJTEK RADWANSKI/AFP/Getty Images A destroyed Russian T-72 tank is pictured
on display in Warsaw, Poland on July 6, 2022.
The Ukrainian military said on Tuesday that it killed 159 Russian troops overnight
and destroyed 60 units of Russian military equipment during its counteroffensive in
Southern Ukraine.
Vladyslav Nazarov, a spokesperson for Ukraine's Operational Command South (OCS),
said on Tuesday that an estimated 159 Russian soldiers had been killed and 60 units
of Russian military equipment were destroyed overnight. Over 220 missile and
artillery attacks, on targets that included three bridges, were reportedly launched by
Ukraine around the same time.
What to Know About Ukraine's Counteroffensive So Far
A Facebook post by OCS said that the Russian equipment destroyed included five
T-72 tanks, three Msta-B howitzers, 5 anti-tank missile systems, an S-300
surface-to-air missile system, an electronic warfare station and radar station, a 120
mm mobile mortar system and 40 units of armored and automotive equipment.

OCS reported that the situation in southern Ukraine “remains difficult” but was
“controlled by” the Ukrainian military. Ukraine warned that the threat of missile
attacks from a Russian fleet stationed in the Black Sea was still “relevant.”
Nazarov said that a Russian missile attack on Mykolaiv's Bashtansky district had
resulted in no casualties, while artillery strikes on the Nikopol district in
Dnipropetrovsk had caused damage to residential buildings and injured one civilian.
Different Ukrainian officials have reported that Russian shelling of civilian targets in
other parts of the country resulted in at least six deaths and 15 injuries on Tuesday.
One Russian military leader claimed that Ukrainian saboteurs were “destroyed” in
Kherson's Tavrichesky microdistrict on Tuesday morning.
The goals of Ukraine's counteroffensive include retaking Kherson, the largest city to
come under Russian control since the invasion began on February 24. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky has also suggested that the southern push could
precede an effort to retake Crimea, which Russia annexed in 2014.
On Monday, U.S. National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said that the
counteroffensive was exposing shortages of Russian military personnel, with the
“looming threat” forcing Russia to transfer forces to the south from Ukraine's eastern
Donbas region.
On the same day, a senior U.S. military official said during a Department of Defense
(DoD) briefing that the number of Ukrainian troops was “much greater” in the
southern part of the country than in the east, in terms of “equality or parity” with
Russian troops.
The U.S. official added that Ukraine's military leaders “are students in military
doctrine” and “understand that conducting an attack takes a greater number of
forces than if you were on the defense.”
Russian President Vladimir Putin announced last week that the Russian military
would be increased by 137,000 personnel, bringing the total number of troops to 1.15
million.
A senior U.S. defense official said that Putin's plan was “unlikely to succeed” during
Monday's DoD briefing, adding that “Russia has historically not met personnel and
strength targets” and predicting that the new recruits would largely be “older, unfit
and ill-trained.”
Newsweek has reached out to the Russian government for comment.

Ukraine Reports Strike of Key Antonovsky Bridge in Kherson: 'Final Chord'
Aila Slisco - Newsweek

Abridge used by occupying Russian forces in Ukraine's embattled Kherson region has
sustained heavy damage in a strike described as the "final chord" by a Ukrainian
official.

A destroyed railway bridge is pictured in Raygorodok, eastern Ukraine on April 29,
2022. Ukraine said that it struck three key bridges in the southern region of Kherson
on Tuesday as part of its counteroffensive on Tuesday.© YASUYOSHI
CHIBA/AFP/Getty Images.
Kherson Regional Council member Serhiy Khlan suggested in a Facebook post on
Tuesday that the strike on Antonovsky Bridge, also known as the Antonivka Road
Bridge, in Ukraine's southern Kherson region, could eliminate any chances of the
Russian military using it for strategic purposes. The bridge, which crosses the
Dnieper river, has been used by Russia as a key transportation route for military
equipment and supplies in the region.
“Kherson region. Another strike on the Antonivka Bridge! It seems to me that this is
the final chord,” Khlan wrote in the Facebook post, according to Ukrainian state
news agency Ukrinform.
Ukraine lost control of the bridge on February 26, just two days after the Russian
invasion began. The bridge has been repeatedly targeted by the Ukrainian military in
recent months.
Eliminating Russia's use of the bridge as a supply line could be vital to the success of
the Ukrainian counterattack that began this week in Kherson and other areas of
southern Ukraine.
Vladyslav Nazarov, spokesperson for Ukraine's Operational Command South (OCS),
said that the Antonovsky Bridge was one of three bridges in Kherson that were
targeted on Tuesday “to confirm their inoperable status,” according to The Kyiv
Independent.

The other bridges targeted included a rail bridge located in nearby Antonivka and
Kherson's Daryivskyi bridge, a combination rail and road bridge that Russian troops
had been using to transport supplies over the Ingulets river.
Russia had repaired the Antonovsky Bridge following previous Ukrainian attacks.
Satellite images released on Monday showed the Russian army was constructing a
pontoon crossing close to the heavily-damaged Antonovsky Bridge, according to
Ukrainska Pravda.
The full extent of the damage caused by the latest attack on the bridge, and whether
or not the bridge is still repairable, is currently unknown. It is also unclear whether
Tuesday's attack included a strike on the pontoon crossing.
Marina Miron, a researcher at the Defence Studies Department of the King's College
London, told Newsweek on August 23 that the construction of a pontoon bridge in
Antonivka could ultimately benefit Russia by forcing Ukraine to use scare weapons to
attack a crossing that is easily repairable.
“Precisely because a pontoon bridge is much cheaper and easier to construct, it
would not be very efficient to fire expensive missiles at it,” Miron said.
“It would not make sense to waste them on something that can be easily restored or
rebuild... for the Ukrainians it presents a challenge of efficiently using the available
resources.”
Ukrainian officials said on Tuesday that an estimated 159 Russian troops were killed
overnight, with more than 220 missile and artillery strikes taking place amid the
counteroffensive in southern Ukraine.
Newsweek reached out to the Russian government for comment.

Border Patrol chief admits under oath Biden's no-consequence border policies
caused immigration crisis
Anna Giaritelli - Business Examiner
The nation's top Border Patrol agent testified in a private legal deposition that the
Biden administration's decision to walk back Trump-era enforcement measures has
caused the illegal immigration crisis at the southern border.

Border Patrol chief admits under oath Biden's no-consequence border policies caused
immigration crisis© Provided by Washington Examiner.
"In my experience, we have seen increases when there are no consequences," said
Raul Ortiz in a July 29 deposition, according to video obtained by Fox News. Ortiz
was tapped by Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas to head the
Border Patrol early on in the Biden administration. He has kept a low profile during
that time, not speaking out publicly despite agents' frustrations with leadership.
Ortiz was called to speak to the cause of the border crisis as part of the discovery
process in Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody's lawsuit against the Department
of Homeland Security. Florida sued the Biden administration on the basis that its
ending Trump administration policies triggered a mass migration event over the past
18 months.
More than 3 million people have been encountered attempting to enter the United
States from Mexico illegally since President Joe Biden took office. Ortiz said under
oath that the present situation constituted a crisis and agreed with the attorney
general's statement that "unprecedented numbers" of migrants have been encountered
at the border this year.
Moody's lawsuit alleges that the Biden administration's decision not to detain illegal
immigrants in U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement jails through court
proceedings prompted more people to migrate, knowing they would be released into
the U.S.
The Biden administration has opted to house migrants in hotels for several days
before releasing people, often tracking them through cellphone apps that do not
require in-person check-ins with ICE. The app is part of the ICE program
Alternatives to Detention, which the federal agency has dramatically expanded at the
direction of the Biden administration.
“There is an assumption that if migrant populations are told that there is a potential
that they may be released, that, yes, you can see increases,” Ortiz said.
Due to pandemic public health protocols that are still in effect, asylum-seekers are
not permitted to seek refuge at the ports of entry along the southern border,
prompting many to enter unlawfully in areas without a border wall.
However, Border Patrol may expel illegal immigrants rather than take them into
custody and referring them for prosecution for unlawful entry, a federal crime.
Because illegal immigrants are not prosecuted but returned, many try to reenter a
second time without getting caught. The 3 million illegal immigrants encountered
includes those who have tried to enter multiple times.
A spokesman for the Border Patrol's parent agency, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, told the Washington Examiner in an email Tuesday evening that it does
not comment on pending litigation.

War protest: Statues fall as Europe purges Soviet monuments
Vanessa Gera - Associated Press (AP)
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — In the Latvian capital of Riga, an obelisk that soared high
above a park to commemorate the Soviet Army’s capture of that nation in 1944 was
toppled last week. It crashed into a pond to the cheers of those watching.

Associated Press FILE - The Monument to the Liberators of Soviet Latvia and Riga
from the German Fascist Invaders falls during its demolition in Riga, Latvia, Aug. 25,
2022.
Russia's invasion of Ukraine has led to a renewed push to topple the last remaining
monuments to the Soviet army that remained in Europe. At the end of the communist
era, when Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia regained their independence from the Soviet
Union, those countries began renaming streets and toppling statues of Lenin and
other communist figures. But many memorials to the Red Army remained. (Kaspars
Krafts/F64 via AP, File)
Days earlier in Estonia, a replica of a Soviet tank with the communist red star was
removed by cranes and trucked away to a museum — one of up to 400 destined for
removal. And in Poland, Lithuania and Czechia, monuments to the Red Army have
been coming down for months, a belated purge of what many see as symbols of past
oppression.
Russia’s war on Ukraine has given a renewed push to topple the last remaining Soviet
monuments in nations that regained their sovereignty from Moscow more than three
decades ago. These countries now belong to NATO and the European Union and are
staunch supporters of Ukraine.
At the end of the communist era, when Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia regained their
independence from the Soviet Union and Poland and its neighbors rejected
Moscow-backed communism, those nations began renaming streets and purging the

most hated symbols, including statues of Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin and other
communist bosses. Many of these relics are now housed in museums.

Associated Press The Palace of Culture and Science is seen at dusk in Warsaw,
Poland, Saturday, Aug. 27, 2022. AP Photo/Michal Dyjuk
The Palace of Culture, a Stalin-era skyscraper in the center of Warsaw remains a
prominent reminder of the communist era and Soviet domination. The building was a
gift from dictator Josef Stalin and was long seen as a symbol of communism. When
communism fell more than 30 years ago, some called for it to be torn down. But it is a
part of a city's life and has since received protection status as a place of historical
significance.
In Warsaw, authorities in 1989 quickly toppled a monument to Felix Dzerzhinsky, a
Polish aristocrat who organized the Soviet secret police after the 1917 Bolshevik
revolution. Under his rule, the Cheka, the forerunner of the KGB, was responsible for
a wave of terror.
Such changes followed the reforms of Mikhail Gorbachev, the last Soviet leader, who
died in a Moscow hospital on Tuesday at the age of 91.
But memorials to Soviet soldiers or their role in defeating Nazi Germany remained in
many places, met with indifference or respect for the ordinary soldiers who died
fighting Adolf Hitler's brutal regime.
The war in Ukraine, however, has triggered memories of how some of those soldiers
also raped local women and carried out other war crimes.
Krista Sarv, the research director for the Estonian History Museum, said after statues
of Lenin and other leading communists were toppled in the 1990s, people could
largely ignore the other memorials. But views changed suddenly after the Russian

invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, and now the memorials “scream loudly about
occupation and annexation.”

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Sergei Stepanov, FILE - Workers remove a Soviet T-34
tank installed as a monument in Narva, Estonia, Aug. 16, 2022.
Russia's invasion of Ukraine has led to a renewed push to topple the last remaining
monuments to the Soviet army that remained in Europe. At the end of the communist
era, when Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia regained their independence from the Soviet
Union, those countries began renaming streets and toppling statues of Lenin and
other communist figures. But many memorials to the Red Army remained.
Karol Nawrocki, the head of Poland's Institute of National Remembrance which is
overseeing the removal of the monuments, says “before our eyes, history has become
a living experience.”
“Dressed in the uniforms of the Russian Federation, with Lenin and Stalin in their
heads and hearts, Russian soldiers ‘liberate’ Ukraine by murdering women, children
and killing soldiers,” Nawrocki said.
“Let it be clear: There is no place in the Polish public space for any commemoration
of the totalitarian communist regime and its people,” he added.
A 2016 decommunization law had already called for a purge of communist symbols
and names, but some municipalities did not have the money for that, so the institute
has stepped in to help. Since February, the Polish institute has identified 60
monuments for removal — and has toppled more than 20.
In Lithuania, a number of remaining Soviet memorials have been removed since the
spring to little protest. But in Latvia and Estonia, which have sizeable Russian
minorities, the removals have stirred greater emotions, with local Russians — and the
Russian government — seeing it as an offense against their war heroes.

Dmitry Prokopenko, a Russian-speaking Latvian who opposed removing the Riga
obelisk, said his grandparents fought and a great-grandfather died in the fight “for
freedom against the Nazis.” To him, the memorial honored their sacrifice.
“Latvia is a land where Latvians and Russians live together,” he said.
“I think that one part of the state, one part of the country, should respect also the
rights of the other part.”
The Russian Foreign Ministry on Tuesday released a lengthy statement denouncing
the demolition of Soviet monuments in the Baltic countries as “barbaric” and
threatening Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia with retaliatory measures.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk Sun lights up the graves of Red Army
soldiers at the Soviet Military Cemetery in Warsaw, Poland, Monday, Aug. 29, 2022.
Even as Poland topples monuments to the Soviet military, it has a policy of not
disturbing the graves of Soviet soldiers.
In apparent slap against Poland, Belarus last week reportedly leveled a
memorial containing the graves of Polish wartime soldiers.
Polish officials declared that action barbaric, given that Poland has a policy of not
disturbing the graves of Soviet soldiers. Rafal Leskiewicz, a historian with the Polish
remembrance institute, explained “as Christians, we treat graves as holy ground. It
doesn't matter who is in the graves.”

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk People visit the view terrace of the Palace
of Culture and Science in Warsaw, Poland, Saturday, Aug. 27, 2022.
In some cases locals support keeping Red Army memorials because of its role in
defeating Nazi Germany. Some fear the erasure of historical memory, or see an
affront to their own ancestors who fought alongside the Soviets.
In Poland's northern city of Gdansk, there's been a heated debate about a Soviet T-34
tank on Victory Avenue, and the city has decided not to remove it. The tank
commander was a Polish lieutenant, and Polish soldiers played a key role in freeing
the former German city of Danzig from the Nazis.

Associated Press )(AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk A sculpture with the inscription 'Marx,
Engels, Lenin' on the facade of the Palace of Culture and Science in Warsaw, Poland,
Sunday, Aug. 28, 2022.

In an open letter, two descendants of wartime Polish soldiers expressed their
indignation at the removal of monuments.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk A man stands near the graves of Red
Army soldiers at the Soviet Military Cemetery in Warsaw, Poland, Monday, Aug. 29,
2022.
Even as Poland topples monuments to the Soviet military, it has a policy of not
disturbing the graves of Soviet soldiers.
They recalled that Polish soldiers died fighting with the Soviets to free Poland from
the Nazis and that the Soviet victory resulted in Poland receiving a swath of defeated
Germany's territory and cities including Gdansk and Wroclaw.
They also noted it was the Red Army that liberated Auschwitz, Majdanek and many
other Nazi death camps.
“Had it not been for the victory of Polish and Soviet soldiers in May 1945, Poland
might not have existed at all,” said the letter by magazine editor Pawel Dybicz and
historian August Grabski.
But many other Poles note that World War II broke out after Soviet Union and Nazi
Germany agreed secretly in 1939 to carve up Poland and the Baltic states. Only after
Germany betrayed and invaded the Soviet Union did the Red Army begin to fight the
Germans.
Even before Russia's war in Ukraine, the monuments have been a source of tensions.
In 2007, the relocation of a World War II monument of a Red Army soldier in Tallinn,
Estonia, sparked days of rioting.
In 2013, an artist put up a statue depicting a Soviet soldier raping a pregnant
woman next to the Gdansk tank. The unauthorized sculpture was quickly removed.
After Russia invaded Ukraine, a different artist covered the tank with a large

hand-sewn Ukrainian flag to protest what he called the “tyranny” of Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk A grave of Red Army soldier at the Soviet
Military Cemetery in Warsaw, Poland, Monday, Aug. 29, 2022.
Even as Poland topples monuments to the Soviet military, it has a policy of not
disturbing the graves of Soviet soldiers.
In March, as Poland was figuring out a timetable for taking down Soviet monuments,
a resident of the northern city of Koszalin took matters into his own hands. He drove
an excavator onto a cemetery and toppled the statue of a Soviet soldier being hugged
by a girl.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk A young girl plays in one of the former
ball rooms in the Palace of Culture and Science in Warsaw, Poland, Saturday, Aug.
27, 2022.
Nawrocki says the official removal of Soviet monuments in Poland is progressing at
“a very fast pace, but it is a matter that should have been settled long ago.”

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk A woman walks past the graves of Red
Army soldiers at the Soviet Military Cemetery in Warsaw, Poland, Monday, Aug. 29,
2022.
Even as Poland topples monuments to the Soviet military, it has a policy of not
disturbing the graves of Soviet soldiers.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk A Soviet monument in Koszalin, Poland,
Friday, Aug. 26, 2022.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk People visit the view terrace of the Palace
of Culture and Science in Warsaw, Poland, Saturday, Aug. 27, 2022.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Roman Koksarov FILE - Barriers are placed around
The Monument to the Liberators of Soviet Latvia and Riga from the German Fascist
Invaders, in Riga's Victory Park, Latvia, Aug. 22, 2022.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk FILE - People look at the ruins of the
Monument to the Liberators of Soviet Latvia and Riga from the German Fascist
Invaders after its demolition in Riga, Latvia, Aug. 25, 2022.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk - A plinth of the Soviet monument, which
has been demolished by unidentified perpetrators, in Koszalin, Poland, Friday, Aug.
26, 2022.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk - People sit at the Soviet Military
Cemetery in Warsaw, Poland, Monday, Aug. 29, 2022.
Even as Poland topples monuments to the Soviet military, it has a policy of not
disturbing the graves of Soviet soldiers.

Associated Press (AP) Photo/Michal Dyjuk FILE - Workers remove a Soviet T-34
tank installed as a monument in Narva, Estonia, Aug. 16, 2022.
*** Follow all AP stories on the impact of the war in Ukraine
at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine.

What Gorbachev Thought of Putin
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

Vladimir Putin has paid tribute to Mikhail Gorbachev as a statesman who had "a
huge impact on the course of world history," although the last Soviet leader was
reportedly distraught at seeing his legacy undone by his Kremlin successor.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) and former Russian President Mikhail
Gorbachev (L) in Dresden, Germany in 2006.© Andreas Rentz/Getty Images
Putin's statement on Wednesday struck a tone of respect for someone whom the
Russian president said had led his country during a period of “complex, dramatic
changes.”
But by the time Gorbachev died aged 91 at a Moscow hospital following a long illness,
there was little common ground between the leaders.
Those who knew no other Russian became familiar with the
terms perestroika [restructuring] and glasnost [openness] as Gorbachev's policies to
bring Moscow closer to the West included domestic reforms and the release of
political prisoners.
Since his tenure as the only Soviet president ended on December 25, 1991, having led
the USSR from March 1985 until August 1991, Gorbachev watched from the sidelines
as Putin cracked down on the freedoms that he had sought for his country.
“Putin is undoing pretty much every single thing Gorbachev stood for in the eyes of
both the West and certainly the more enlightened Russians,” said Sergey Radchenko,
a Cold War expert and professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies.

“Russia today is resembling the Soviet Union in its worst years so there's more and
more repression and the shutting of Russia off from the West,” he told Newsweek,
“All of those things Gorbachev worked hard to undo.”
“It's a tragedy for Gorbachev to have survived so long to see so many of his
accomplishments dismantled before his eyes,” he said, “I can just imagine that
Gorbachev died a very disillusioned man.”
This chimes with an account by Gorbachev's friend, the Kremlin critic and journalist
Alexey Venediktov, who kept in close contact with the former Soviet leader and said
he had become despondent at the Russia he saw now.
“Gorbachev is upset,” Venediktov told Forbes Russia in July, five months after
Putin's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, which was followed by a clampdown on the
media, authoritarian laws against dissent put in place and sanctions-driven isolation
from the West.
“It was his life's work,” Venediktov said, “All Gorbachev's reforms—to zero, to ashes,
to smoke.”
Gorbachev's Criticism of Putin
On November 30, 2007, during Putin's second term as president, Gorbachev
wrote in The New York Times that he was concerned about “disturbing developments
in inter-ethnic relations and the xenophobia and intolerance that the government does
not always respond to promptly.”
In his op-ed, he said that the authorities in his country were not doing enough to fight
organized crime and to prevent the killings of journalists.
He said to solve these issues, “we must pursue a democratic path” and this required,
“effective opposition, real elections, accountable government, and a greater role for
Parliament and the judiciary.”
The following year, Dmitry Medvedev took over as president in what was viewed as a
stage-managed transfer of power to keep within the terms of the then constitution,
before Putin resumed the head-of-state role in 2012.
In 2011, Gorbachev publicly accused Putin of “dragging the country into the past,
when it is on fire with modernization.” He even warned that the political mechanisms
Russian authorities are creating aimed “to ensure they are not less creative managers
than Stalin.”
Meanwhile in 2016, Gorbachev wrote in Time that he believed Putin's decision to run
for a third presidential term, which began in 2012, to be a “mistake” because a
“renewal of the political establishment was essential.”
As he called for greater democracy, Gorbachev wrote in the same piece that “the rift
between government and people can no longer be tolerated.”
“I have criticized Putin for bumptiousness,” he wrote, “I respect him as a political
leader and a person, but I believe his current policies are an obstacle to progress.”

Agreement on Crimea and China
The precursor of Putin's full-scale invasion of Ukraine was his seizure of Crimea in
2014 which Gorbachev defended in a stance that was criticized internationally.
Gorbachev said the peninsula was part of Ukraine “based on Soviet laws, which
means party laws, without asking the people.” He backed an independence
referendum which in his view showed that “the people themselves have decided to
correct that mistake.”
Radchenko told Newsweek this may have been Gorbachev's “unsuccessful effort to
somehow reinvent himself and perhaps make his legacy more acceptable to most
Russians.”
“His legacy would not have been as tarnished if he had condemned Putin outright.”
Radchenko said that Gorbachev should have accepted that while Crimea may have
been controlled by Moscow during the Cold War, the circumstances had changed and
it was “time to forget about those quasi-imperialist designs.”
“Especially that what Putin has in mind for Crimea is toxically nationalistic” he said,
“Gorbachev never stood for these kind of ideas.”
Radchenko also believed there was also an overlap on the leaders' views towards
China, with Gorbachev overseeing a thaw in ties between Beijing and Moscow
following a period of prolonged conflict. The Sino-Soviet Summit in May 1989 was
the first meeting between a Soviet Communist leader and a Chinese Communist
leader for 30 years. “Putin embraced that legacy of Gorbachev's,” he said.
This year, two of the signatories of the 1991 Belovezh Accords which dissolved the
Soviet Union, have died—Belarus' first head of state Stanislav Shushkevich on May 3
and the former Ukrainian president Leonid Kravchuk, who passed away a week later.
For Radchenko, Gorbachev's death marks the end of an era.
“His death is symbolic, first and foremost for Russia because it shows the death of a
dream of a different Russia.
“It shows that the aspirations that Gorbachev had about changing the world, about
changing Russia's place within it, a Soviet place within it, have come to nothing,” he
said.
“We are back to where we were even before Gorbachev—if not further back.”

War in Ukraine: latest developments
AFP
Here are the latest developments in the war in Ukraine:

Black smoke rises at the front line in Mykolaiv, northwest of Kherson region, where
Ukraine has launched a major operation to reconquer lost territory© Dimitar
DILKOFF
- Nuclear inspectors arrive in Zaporizhzhia UN nuclear inspectors arrive in the southern Ukrainian city of Zaporizhzhia ahead of
a visit to Europe's largest nuclear power plant, the fate of which has stoked global
concern following repeated shelling of the area.
Ukraine and Russia have both accused each other over the attacks which have led to
fears of another nuclear disaster in Ukraine, home of the Chernobyl facility which
was the site of the world's worst nuclear accident in 1986.
Rafael Grossi, the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency, who is leading
the delegation said his mission was to prevent another accident. The team, which is
travelling from Ukrainian-held territory will have to cross the front-line to access the
plant.
- More Gazprom gas cuts Russian energy giant Gazprom suspends gas deliveries to Germany through the Nord
Stream 1 pipeline for three days, in the latest in a series of supply halts that have
fuelled an energy crisis in Europe.
Gazprom said “preventative work” at a compressor unit had forced it to turn off the
tap and said it would also suspend gas supplies to France's main provider Engie from
Thursday over what it said were missed payments.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz assured Tuesday that his country was prepared for
the winter, with or without Russian gas.
- EU curtails Russian visas -

EU foreign ministers agree to suspend a 2007 visa facilitation deal with Russia that
made it easier for Russians to travel to the EU, but stop short of a wider ban sought
by some members.
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland had urged Brussels to ban Russian
tourists from obtaining visas for the EU's Schengen common travel area.
But several other EU members, including Germany and France had resisted the move,
arguing that it could prevent young Russians from experiencing democracy at work
abroad.
- Heavy fighting in Kherson Intense fighting continues across the southern region of Kherson, where Ukrainian
forces have been trying to claw back areas seized by Russia at the start of the war.
Kyiv began a major offensive on Monday to retake the city of Kherson itself.
The Russian defence ministry said Wednesday the counteroffensive had “failed” with
Ukrainian forces suffering “significant losses and were driven back by Russian
troops”.
But the Ukrainian presidency claimed its forces had destroyed “almost all large
bridges” over the Dnipro River, a key supply route for Russian forces.

Risk of a military clash rises in Taiwan Strait after island fires at mainland Chinese
drone, experts say
Amber Wang - South China Morning Post
The risk of a military clash over the Taiwan Strait has been elevated after Taiwan
fired shots for the first time to drive away a drone belonging to mainland China,
military affairs analysts said.
Neither mainland China nor Taiwan is likely to back down to the other, and the
situation is prone to becoming more risky, they said.
Taiwan’s defence ministry said on Wednesday it would exercise the right to
self-defence and counter-attack if mainland Chinese drones posing a threat to
security did not leave Taiwan’s territory after being warned.
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A day earlier, the ministry said three civilian drones flew over three different
locations in the airspace above Taiwan’s Quemoy archipelago, also called Kinmen.
All three elicited warning shots.

One again flew over Erdan, an offshore islet 4km (2.5 miles) from the mainland city
of Xiamen in Fujian province. Taiwan fired live ammunition to drive away that drone,
which retreated towards Xiamen.
Fu Qianshao, a retired People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Air Force equipment
specialist, said the firing of a shot was viewed as a military act.
“It is a military action if you shoot directly at the drone, regardless of whether it hits
the drone or not. Tensions are escalated,” he said.
Tsai Ing-wen says Taiwan won’t provoke Beijing, but ‘countermeasures’ possible
Mainland China and Taiwan split in 1949 at the end of a civil war when the
Kuomintang was defeated by Communist Party forces and fled to Taipei.
Beijing sees the island as part of China and has never ruled out the use of force to
take control of it. Most countries, including the US, do not recognise Taiwan as an
independent state. Washington, however, opposes any attempt to take the island by
force.
Mainland China has stepped up drills against Taiwan following the trip to the island
by US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Washington said the visit by Pelosi – the most
senior US politician to travel to the island in 25 years – did not signal a change to its
Taiwan policies, but Beijing took it as support for the pro-independence camp.
“The mainland side will continue to take corresponding measures,” Fu said.
“If there are more visits [by foreign politicians] to Taiwan, and a closer connection
between Taiwan and the US, mainland drones will be deployed more. The
consequences are now becoming clear that Taiwan fired the first shot.”
The mainland side would take a “stronger response” if Taiwan continued to fire shots,
he said.
Yue Gang, a retired PLA colonel, said the firing was a warning but tensions could
still be contained.
“The rifles and anti-aircraft machine guns they fired were unable to shoot down
drones. They were warning shots, and they were a warning signal against mainland
drones,” he said.
“The Taiwan army kept the situation at a controllable level”.
Beijing would continue to focus on drone reconnaissance flights, which would weaken
the confidence of the Taiwanese army, he said.

A photo circulating on mainland social media taken by a drone shows two Taiwanese
soldiers close-up when flying over Kinmen. The photo was taken from 1,000 metres.
Photo: Weibo© Provided by South China Morning Post
Taiwan has repeatedly reported Chinese drones flying around the outlying islands it
controls in the strait. Mainland social media was abuzz with close-up photos and
videos of Taiwanese soldiers at an outpost in Quemoy last week.
Taiwanese authorities confirmed the footage had been taken by a civilian drone on
August 16.
On Monday, Taiwan’s army said its four-step protocol for drone encounters involved
“firing warning flares, reporting the incursion, expelling the drone and ultimately
shooting it down”.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry in Beijing had dismissed Taiwan’s complaints about
the drones as nothing “to make a fuss about”.

Cops Bust Drug Gang, Find 28 Pounds of Pink Cocaine and Sub-machine Gun
William McGee, Zenger News - Newsweek
The mega bust took place across 12 properties on the party island of Ibiza on August
29, with 12 people arrested so far. The suspects are accused of crimes against public
health, illicit possession of firearms, and belonging to a criminal organization.

Meanwhile, cops in Colombia arrested two alleged members of the gang after they
arrived in the country apparently to negotiate with drug producers. Along with the
alleged gang members, police in Spain seized 28 pounds of pink cocaine.
Pink cocaine is the street name for the synthetic psychedelic drug 2C-B and the
seizure is the largest of this drug in Spain to date.
Officers also seized 36 pounds of cocaine, 12 pounds of ketamine, and 87,000 tablets
of assorted substances.
They confiscated stacks of $439,283, $35,000, and $12,000 in cash, as well as a
number of high-end vehicles and luxury watches. In addition to this, police seized
three short firearms and a sub-machine gun with a silencer, all of which were
obtained illegally by the gang, and are now considered dismantled.
The raids were planned in cooperation with the U.K.'s National Crime Agency and
Interpol. Most of the arrested suspects are of British origin, but police did not reveal
their identities.
In a statement obtained by Zenger News on August 30, the Spanish Civil Guard said:
“The Civil Guard, within the framework of the VIA FORA operation, developed by
the UCO (Central Operative Unit) Group of Teams Against Organized Crime in
collaboration with EUROPOL, the British NCA, and the OCN-INTERPOL (Interpol
National Headquarters) of the DIJIN (Directorate of Criminal Investigation and
Interpol) of the National Police of the Republic of Colombia, has dismantled an
international criminal organization based on the island of Ibiza dedicated to the
production, importation, and distribution of narcotic substances.

Photo shows the pink cocaine seized by police, undated. Police also seized high-end
cars and luxury watches. Zenger© Zenger
"Yesterday, the Civil Guard carried out 12 house searches in the localities of Sant
Josep de Sa Talaia, Sant Antoni de Portmany, Es Cubells, and Ibiza, which resulted
in the arrests so far of a total of 12 people, who are being investigated for crimes

against public health, illicit possession of firearms and belonging to a criminal
organization.
"In a coordinated manner, members of the National Police of the Republic of
Colombia proceeded to arrest two other components of the criminal organization who
had recently traveled to Colombia to negotiate the acquisition of large amounts of
cocaine.
"In the house searches, 13.25 kilograms of '2C-B' (pink cocaine) were seized,
representing the largest seizure of this substance in Spain, in addition to 16.4
kilograms of cocaine, 5.6 kilograms of ketamine, 87,000 individual doses (tablets) of
various substances, 439,000 euros in cash, £30,000, $12,000, 10 medium- and
high-end vehicles, and several luxury watches.

Cops Bust Drug Gang, Find 28 Pounds of Pink Cocaine and Sub-machine Gun
"Likewise, three short firearms and one sub-machine gun with a silencer were seized,
all of them of illicit origin, which would confirm the extremely violent nature of the
now dismantled criminal organization, as they would be used to guarantee the
collection of drugs distributed to other organizations, as well as to carry out 'vuelcos'
(thefts of drug shipments from other organizations).
"On the other hand, 11 vehicles owned by members of the criminal organization, a
large number of mobile phones, computers, and documentation relevant to the
investigation have been seized.
"Due to the extreme dangerousness of some of the components of the now dismantled
criminal structure, these actions have had the support of the UEI (Special
Intervention Unit) and the GAR (Rapid Action Group), in addition to the GRS 2
(Reserve and Security Group) and the USECIC (a rapid-response unit of the Civil
Guard) of the Balearic Islands.
"The Civil Guard has also had the support of EUROPOL, the British NCA, and the
collaboration of Dutch, Irish, and German authorities."

