The latest News Around Us in Oct #3
Trump Unleashes on “Nut Job” Pelosi and Biden During Epic Rant at Iowa Rally
Collin Rugg - Trending Politics

During his rally on Saturday in Iowa, former President Donald Trump unleashed on
Democrats for their ridiculous $3.5 trillion infrastructure bill, specifically targeting
President Joe Biden and “Nut Job” Nancy Pelosi.
“What they are going to do by passing this thing that’s going to kill our nation,”
Trump said. “All Americans of common sense — Republican, Democrat, and
independent — must stand firm and you must really stand strong and firm against
Biden, crazy Nancy Pelosi. She’s a nut job. And the extreme power grab.”
“We must declare with one united voice that we cannot allow America to ever become
a socialist country. That’s what they’re doing. And I really think it’s a step beyond. I
think it’s going to be a communist country,” Trump added.
“The Democrat bill, contains billions and billions of dollars for unlawful government
training programs inspired by toxic and bigoted, Critical Race Theory. It’s crammed
with so-called equity provisions. You know what equity means? It means we will take
it away from you and give it to other people,” Trump said.
“This bill is a sinister combination of job killing tax hikes and woke fascism that will
destroy our nation.”
Trump has continued to be a presence in the political world as the 2024 president
election inches closer. Last Thursday, Trump issued a lawsuit against Facebook,
suing them to reinstate his social media accounts on Facebook and Instagram.
The lawsuit was filed in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida,
as reported by The Washington Examiner.

This preliminary injunction against Facebook seems appropriate to file this week
since they’ve been big in the news lately for all the issues they’re facing,” President
Trump’s attorney John Coale said to the Examiner.
“Zuckerberg and Facebook say it’s the 21st-century public town square; if so, they
should uphold the First Amendment,” Coale added, referring to statements made by
the Facebook CEO about his platform in 2019. “You can’t have it both ways. They’re
like a public utility when it comes to speech.”
The Examiner reported In the preliminary injunction, Trump’s legal team argued that
by “cutting him off from the most effective and direct forms of communication with
potential voters,” Facebook is “threatening irreparable damage to the Republican
Party’s prospects in the 2022 and 2024 elections.”
It also says that Trump faces irreparable harm and significant losses due to being cut
off from his donors and merchandising platforms as well as his ability to
communicate his views and endorse local candidates.
Back in July, Trump issued a class action lawsuit against all of the Big Tech giants
including their CEOs after they all banned him after the January 6th riot.
“We’re demanding an end to the shadow banning, a stop to the silencing, and a stop
to the blacklisting, banishing, and canceling that you know so well. Our case will
prove this censorship is unlawful, it’s unconstitutional, and it’s completely
un-American,” Trump said at the time during the press conference.
“It will be a pivotal battle in the defense of the First Amendment. And in the end, I am
confident that we will achieve a historic victory for American freedom, and at the
same time freedom of speech.”
“While the social media companies are officially private entities, in recent years they
have ceased to be private with the enactment and their historical use of section 230,
which profoundly protects them from liability,” Trump added.
“Once they got section 230, they’re not private companies anymore in a lot of views.
No other companies in our country, and even in our country’s history, have had
protection like this. It’s, in effect, a massive government subsidy. These companies
have been co-opted, coerced, and weaponized by government and by government
actors to become the [enforcers] of illegal, unconstitutional censorship. And that’s
what it is at the highest level, censorship.”

John Roberts is no longer the leader of his own court. Who, then, controls it?
Stephanie Kirchgaessner - The Guardian
When Chief Justice John Roberts delivered the decisive vote in 2012 that upheld
Barack Obama’s signature achievement in office, the Affordable Care Act, he
reportedly did so following after a month-long campaign by fellow conservatives to
try to get him to join their side.
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His decision to side with liberal colleagues inspired ire on the right but it also
cemented the chief justice’s role as the leader of his own court.
That was then.
Last week, as the supreme court began a new session that will include rulings on
abortion, gun rights, and torture, Roberts no longer holds the coveted role of sitting
in the court’s ideological center.
The death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and confirmation of Amy Coney Barrett means
Roberts – who has sought to portray himself as an “institutionalist” seeking to
protect the court’s legitimacy – no longer has the sole power to cast the deciding vote
in any ruling.
Who, then, does control the Roberts court?
Legal experts disagree over the voice that will ultimately be seen as driving the
majority’s opinions this session, which has been described as “the most important”
one the court has faced in “decades”, and likely to be “tumultuous”.
The most-watched case will involve a Mississippi law that outlaws abortion after 15
weeks of pregnancy, in what is seen as a direct challenge to Roe v Wade, the
landmark decision that legalized abortion.
In order for liberals to win any major ruling, they would require not just Roberts, a
pro-business conservative, to side with them, but for another conservative justice to
join him for a 5-4 win over the other conservatives.
“Roberts is only marginally in charge to the extent that he can bring Kavanaugh or
Barrett with him,” said Josh Blackman at the South Texas College of Law Houston.
For Blackman, it’s now Clarence Thomas, the most conservative member of the court,
who rules. “I think we are living in Justice Thomas’s world. He is always thinking
ahead several steps and has built an army of supporters,” he said.

Another court watcher, Elie Mystal at the Nation, said that it was true that
conservative activists have – for decades - sought to put Thomas at the centre of
conservative judicial movement because he has been a reliable supporter of the
Republican agenda. But his extreme views have also made him an outlier.
“Maybe this term we will get the first impactful majority opinion by Clarence Thomas,
because we have not seen it yet [in nearly 30 years],” Mystal said.
The more likely outcome, Mystal argued, is that Neil Gorsuch would emerge as the
intellectual conservative heavyweight, which he said would more often than not “spell
doom” for liberals.
“Roberts’s ambition is to keep the law as narrow as possible and keep as much of the
court’s legitimacy as possible while twirling ever toward the Republicans’ agenda.
Kavanaugh likes beer. Amy Coney Barrett likes Jesus. These are fundamentally
narrow positions,” he said, with a chuckle.
“Gorsuch wants to fundamentally change the law and reframe the way we think about
the law. Gorsuch wants to do horrible things, but ambitious things. He’s got the
intellectual tools to accomplish it.”
Most legal experts say that even if conservatives do not fully reverse Roe v Wade, that
the abortion decision could be gutted in a way that in effect will allow states to make
abortion so severely restricted as to be illegal.
Garrett Epps, a professor at the University of Baltimore School of Law, noted that at
least two justices – Barrett and Samuel Alito – seemed “unusually defensive” in
recent remarks in which both defended the court against allegations of partisanship.
“I think the thing to watch is whether Roberts can pick off one of the members of the
[conservative] super majority to have the result come out differently than the hard
right would want,” said Epps.
“I think it may not be his court, but his role is by far the most interesting of any of the
justices because he is – and he alone – an institutionalist, in the sense that he really
cares about the Supreme Court and his place in history, more than he really cares
about his own policy goals.”
While Roberts is “very, very conservative”, he is not – Epps added – a “movement
conservative”. Nor is he motivated by what Epps characterized as the “rage” of some
of the other justices.
Franita Tolson, vice dean for faculty at the University of Southern California Gould
School of Law, said it is doubtful that Roberts would ultimately be able to convince
any other justices to try to uphold Roe v Wade, or whether he wants to.
“The cases in this term do not give him an easy out to be an institutionalist and trying
to build a coalition, versus him indulging his personal preferences. And overturning
Roe v Wade might be his personal preference. And if it is, it’s still the Roberts court.”

How the US Navy plans to make its future attack submarine into an 'apex predator'
Benjamin Brimelow (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

US Navy/PO3 Walter Wayman US Navy Seawolf-class submarine USS Seawolf after
an undersea-warfare exercise with US and Japanese ships in the Pacific, February 12,
2009.
US Navy officials are already laying the groundwork for the next generation of
nuclear-powered attack submarines, drawing on the current fleet to develop a
fearsome new boat.
"We are looking at the ultimate apex predator for the maritime domain," Vice Adm.
Bill Houston said of the new program at a Navy League event in July. Houston is now
the head of Naval Submarine Forces, Submarine Force Atlantic, and Allied
Submarine Command.
The new submarine is dubbed SSN(X), indicating that the design is not yet determined,
but Houston said the boats would take the best features of the Navy's three previous
sub designs: the Seawolf- and Virginia-class attack submarines, or SSNs, and the
still-in-development Columbia-class ballistic-missile submarines, classified as SSBNs.
"We're taking what we already know how to do and combining it together," Houston
said, pointing to the payload and speed of the Seawolf class, the electronics of the
Virginia class, and the expected service life of the Columbia class.
Best of three

US Navy/MCS1 Michael B. Zingaro Sailors load a Mark 48 torpedo aboard Los
Angeles-class fast-attack sub USS Columbia at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
June 2, 2021.
Seawolf-class subs were designed in the 1980s to counter the increasingly advanced
Soviet submarine fleet. They were intended to replace Los Angeles-class SSNs, but the
end of the Cold War and the Seawolf program's high costs prompted its cancelation in
1995, with only three boats built. The Seawolfs are still regarded as the most
powerful SSNs in the Navy's inventory.
They're known for being among the quietest subs ever built and are some of the most
heavily-armed American attack subs ever, with eight torpedo tubes and enough space
for 50 torpedoes or cruise missiles. They can also reach speeds well over 25 knots.
Seawolf-class subs have had their electronics upgraded and are fully loaded with
advanced sonars, acoustics, and other sensors.
The final boat in the class, USS Jimmy Carter, received a 100-foot extension known
as the Multi-Mission Platform, which allows it to carry unmanned vehicles for
intelligence missions and SEAL teams for special operations.

US Navy/Lt. Cmdr. Michael Smith Sailors aboard Seawolf-class fast-attack sub USS
Jimmy Carter sailing to Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor in Washington state September 11,
2017.
The Navy began procuring Virginia-class attack submarines in 2011. Virginia-class
subs are meant to replace Los Angeles-class subs and are cheaper than their Cold
War-era predecessors. So far, 19 have been completed, with 11 more under
construction and four on order.
Virginia-class subs are not as well armed as the Seawolfs - they have just four tubes
and enough space for 37 torpedo-sized weapons - but they have some features that
make them more advanced than their predecessors, including vertical launch systems
and modern periscopes.
Additionally, Virginia-class Block V subs are being built with the Virginia Payload
Module, an 84-foot extension that adds four launching tubes capable of firing seven
missiles each, increasing the total payload to 65 torpedo-size weapons.
Finally, Columbia-class SSBNs are meant to replace the Navy's Ohio-class subs.
The first boat of the Colombia class, USS Columbia, will be the largest American
submarine ever built.
It was ordered in late 2020 but is not expected to be commissioned until 2031. The
Navy hopes to take elements of the Columbia-class - specifically its planned 42-year
service life - and include them in the SSN(X) design.
SSN(X)
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While the Virginia-class was designed at a time when war with another major power
wasn't a primary concern, work on SSN(X) is starting amid rising competition with
China.

China's military has grown considerably, particularly its navy, which
the Pentagon says is the largest in the world. Because of those trends, SSN(X) "really
needs to be ready for major combat operations," Houston said.
"It's going to need to be able to go behind enemy lines and deliver that punch that is
going to really, really establish our primacy. It needs to be able to deny an adversary
ability to operate in their bastion regions," he added.
The Navy has said that the SSN(X) design will feature "a renewed priority in the
anti-submarine warfare mission against sophisticated threats in greater numbers"
and that the new subs need to be able to defend themselves against unmanned
underwater vehicles.
Given the requirements, combining the best of three nuclear submarines makes sense,
although it is a monumental task. According to Houston, the Navy is timing the
development of the SSN(X) with the final phase of the Columbia-class design process
and will use the same team.

US Department of Defense Ohio-class ballistic-missile sub USS Pennsylvania in the
Hood Canal as it returns to Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, December 27, 2017. US
Department of Defense
"We're going to capitalize on that design team," Houston said, "and we're going to
time [it] such that when Columbia is ramping down in production, we'll be ramping
up in SSN(X) because we'll have the design and the [research, development, testing,
and evaluation] done."
"We're very confident we can get there. It's a daunting task, but the team is more than
capable of doing it," Houston added.
Kevin Graney, the president of General Dynamics Electric Boat, which builds all of
the Navy's submarines, said coordination can increase once the specifics of the new
subs are determined.

"We'd love to see those requirements get settled down, so that we know exactly what
we are designing" Graney said at the event in July. "I think we're getting more and
more in sync with each passing day, which I think is great."
"We've got the design team coming off of Columbia right now, so they're a hot hand,
having just developed that, and now's the time to transition to the new SSN(X) design.
We're ready to go," Graney added.
The Navy's sub fleet will shrink in coming years as older boats are retired, but recent
administrations have proposed plans to build a fleet of roughly 70 attack subs over
the next three decades.
The Navy plans to procure its first SSN(X) boat in 2031, with follow-on orders
beginning in the mid-2030s. The service estimates each submarine of the class will
cost $5.8 billion, but a Congressional Budget Office report estimated it could be as
high as $6.2 billion.

Experts Address Fears That A Mega-Tsunami Will Hit The East Coast After
Volcanic Eruption In The Canary Islands
Isaac Serna-Diez - Your Tango
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A volcano on the Spanish Canary Island of La Palma erupted on September 19, 2021,
initially forcing the evacuation of around 5,000 people from their homes in villages in
the area.
It marked the volcano's first eruption since 1971, and sparked fear in the population
on the east coast of North America over mega-tsunami fears.
As Of Oct 10, 2021, blocks of molten lava as large as 3-story buildings are falling
down the hills of the Spanish island. Tremors are shaking the island more than three
weeks after the volcano's first eruption.

Is the La Palma volcano eruption going to cause a tsunami on the east coast of
America?
A tsunami is unlikely to hit the east coast because of the volcanic eruption in Europe.
Though that hasn't stop fear from spreading.
These fears and assumptions come from a 2001 scientific study published in the
journal Geophysical Research Letters.
“Geological evidence suggests that during a future eruption, Cumbre Vieja Volcano
on the Island of La Palma may experience a catastrophic failure of its west flank,
dropping 150 to 500 km3 of rock into the sea,” according to authors Steven N. Ward
and Simon Day.
The La Palma volcano started erupting at the weekend, it's the volcano that can wipe
out the West Indies and a large section of east coast of America.
It predicted half of the island will collapse into the sea and the resulting Tsunami will
cross the Atlantic until it hits land. pic.twitter.com/T7hyCWlbbr
— Silvio Tattisconie (@STattisconie) September 20, 2021
This would cause tsunami-sized waves to “transit the entire Atlantic Basin” and hit
the east coast of the United States with waves up to 100ft tall, or even more.
However, even if a large part of the mountain were to fall, the idea that the waves
created from the impact could travel across the entire Atlantic basin is farfetched.
According to George Pararas-Carayannis, editor of the journal Science of Tsunami
Hazards, “the threat of mega tsunami generation from massive flank failures of island
stratovolcanoes has been greatly overstated.”
In 2002, Pararas-Carayannis released a study of his own, outlining the problems with
the 2001 study and assuages everyone’s fears.
“Massive flank failures of island stratovolcanoes are extremely rare phenomena and
none have occurred within recorded history,” says Pararas-Carayannis.
“Recent numerical modeling studies . . . have been based on incorrect assumptions of
volcanic island slope instability, source dimensions, speed of failure and tsunami
coupling mechanisms.”
This all means that the numbers that Ward and Day used were incorrect inputs based
on assumptions they made for an event that has never occurred before and “led to
overestimates of tsunami far field effects.”
Janine Krippner, a volcanologist at the Global Volcanism Program, says that the
public fear of a potential mega-tsunami points to a much larger problem.
"This scenario has been discredited by researchers but it is rampant right now. Why?
Because we are drawn to what scares us even when it is not real," she told Newsweek.

"Headlines take the smallest hint of truth and turn it into an irresistible boogeyman,
causing real stress and harm around the world.”
Video player from: YouTube (Privacy Policy, Terms)
Fortunately, the National Tsunami Warning Center has said that there is no tsunami
danger for the East Coast based on all of the information they have, including water
levels.
The most noteworthy tsunami that has hit the east coast in recent years happened in
1929 when a magnitude 7.2 earthquake made waves near Newfoundland, Canada.
Most, if not all, of the tsunami energy may have been triggered by a submarine
landslide, causing 2-7 meter run ups concentrated on the coast of Newfoundland,
though it was recorded as far south as South Carolina.
The 1755 Lisbon earthquake, which was measured at an 8.4 on the Moment
Magnitude scale, created waves that reached across the Atlantic Ocean, but didn’t go
higher than 1 meter in wave length.
Like the Gulf Coast, there are a couple of reports of small tsunamis hitting the east
coast from Caribbean earthquakes, all less than 1 meter.
Needless to say, there’s not much to fear in terms of a mega-tsunami that could hit the
east coast from this volcanic eruption, but it is possible

Treasury Secretary Yellen says she wants to get rid of the debt ceiling as McConnell
threatens another default standoff in 2 months
Joseph Zeballos-Roig (jzeballos@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider
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The US just barely avoided breaching the debt ceiling and defaulting on the national
debt in October, and two of the main players are sounding different tunes on the
future.
Republicans are already firing warning shots about another fight coming in just two
months, while some Democrats are eyeing ways to defuse the GOP's increasing use of
the debt ceiling as a political grenade.
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen reaffirmed her support of getting rid of the debt
ceiling on Sunday, only days after Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell insisted
that Senate Republicans will have another debt-ceiling fight in December. His efforts
to derail President Joe Biden's domestic agenda could risk a first-ever default on the
national debt.
In an interview on ABC News "This Week" on Sunday, Yellen said she wants to get rid
of the debt limit but added it was a personal choice. She insisted it's ultimately up to
Congress to act.
Yellen also once again dismissed the idea of the Treasury Department minting a
"trillion-dollar coin" and depositing it at the Federal Reserve, repeating her
characterization of it as a "gimmick" that could backfire.
Just last Thursday, Senate Republicans dropped their weeks-long blockade of raising
the debt limit and paved the way for a two-month extension through December 3,
to the anger of conservatives such as Sens. Ted Cruz of Texas and Lindsay Graham of
South Carolina.
On Friday, McConnell said Republicans wouldn't give any more help to Democrats
when it comes to the debt limit, teeing up another political brawl in late November.
"I will not be a party to any future effort to mitigate the consequences of Democratic
mismanagement," the Kentucky Republican wrote in a fiery letter to Biden. "Your
lieutenants on Capitol Hill now have the time they claimed they lacked to address the
debt ceiling."
He added that Democrats "cannot invent another crisis and ask for my help," even as
McConnell effectively engineered the standoff along with its temporary resolution.
McConnell argued Democrats must employ an arduous procedure known as
reconciliation to approve a debt-limit hike on their own, the same demand he's made
since July. The process allows some measures to be passed with only a simple
majority, shielding it from the filibuster's 60-vote threshold in the Senate.
Congressional Democrats are using reconciliation to approve a $3.5 trillion social
spending plan, though major cuts to plan are likely to appease moderates given their
threadbare majorities in the House and Senate.
They want to approve the plan on October 30, but that appears to be a long-shot since
Democrats haven't settled on a price tag yet. It raises the possibility of a major
Congressional traffic jam in late fall. McConnell may be banking on that.

A Pentagon official said he resigned because US cybersecurity is no match for
China, calling it 'kindergarten level'
Bill Bostock (wbostock@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

US Air Force. Nicolas Chaillan. US Air Force
A senior cybersecurity official at the Pentagon said he quit because he thought it was
impossible for the US to compete with China on AI.
Nicolas Chaillan joined the US Air Force as its first chief software officer in August
2018. He worked to equip it and the Pentagon with the most secure and advanced
software available.
But Chaillan quit on September 2. In his departing LinkedIn post, he cited the
Pentagon's reluctance to make cybersecurity and AI a priority as a reason for his
resignation.
Speaking to the Financial Times in his first interview since leaving, Chaillan said
China was far ahead of the US.
"We have no competing fighting chance against China in fifteen to twenty years. Right
now, it's already a done deal; it is already over in my opinion," he said.
Chaillan went on to say that the AI capabilities and cyber defenses of some
government departments were at "kindergarten level," the FT said.
A number of US departments have been subject to hacking attempts and ransomware
attacks in recent years.
In April 2020, the US Treasury, Department of Homeland Security, State Department,
and Department of Defense were compromised in the SolarWinds hack. Hackers were
able to spy on the digital activities of staff and access some of their emails.
Chaillan also told the FT that US national security was being compromised by
Google's refusal to work with the Pentagon on AI.

Google stopped working with the Pentagon in 2018 after 12 employees quit over a
project where Google helped the Pentagon make software that could improve the
accuracy of drone strikes.
In China, Chaillan said, private cyber and AI companies were at Beijing's beck and
call.
China is aiming to becoming the leading AI superpower by 2030, and a March
report from the National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence said the US
was "not prepared to defend the United States in the coming artificial intelligence (AI)
era."
Chaillan said it didn't matter whether the US spent three times as much as China on
defense because it was being allocated to the wrong areas, the FT reported.
In the LinkedIn post announcing his departure, Chaillan said he was frustrated with
the Pentagon's reluctance to commit to cybersecurity.
"I am just tired of continuously chasing support and money to do my job. My office
still has no billet and no funding, this year and the next," he wrote.
Chaillan told the FT that he planned to testify to Congress about the threat posed by
China.
The Pentagon did not immediately respond to Insider's request for comment.
Prosecutors seek detention in Navy submarine espionage case
ERIC TUCKER (Associated Press) - AP
WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal prosecutors asked Monday that a Navy engineer
remain locked up as they press forward with charges that he tried to sell submarine
secrets to a foreign country.
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A Navy nuclear engineer with access to military secrets has been charged with trying
to pass information about the design of American nuclear-powered submarines to
someone he thought was a representative of a foreign government but who turned out
to be an undercover FBI agent, the Justice Department said Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021.
The detention memo for Jonathan Toebbe was filed ahead of an expected appearance
in federal court in West Virginia on Tuesday. The Justice Department submitted an
identical motion for Toebbe's wife, Diana, who was also arrested Saturday.
Jonathan Toebbe is accused of passing on design information about sophisticated
Virginia-class submarines to someone he thought represented a foreign government
but who was actually an undercover FBI agent. The identity of the country was not
revealed in court documents.
According to the documents, Toebbe reached out in April 2020 to the foreign country
to offer information about the submarines and to provide instructions for how to
maintain a furtive dialogue.
But the package he sent was obtained eight months later by the FBI, which initiated
contact with Toebbe through an undercover agent who agreed to pay tens of
thousands of dollars in cryptocurrency in exchange for the government secrets.

Provided by Associated Press The residence of Jonathan and Diana Toebbe is shown
on Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021 in Annapolis, Md., a day after neighbors say the house was
searched by FBI agents.
Jonathan Toebbe, a Navy nuclear engineer, has been charged with trying to pass
information about the design of American nuclear-powered submarines to someone
he thought was a representative of a foreign government but who turned out to be an
undercover FBI agent. His wife also was arrested. (AP Photo/Brian Witte)

Toebbe left memory cards containing sensitive documents in pre-arranged
“dead-drop” locations, concealing it in one instance inside a peanut butter sandwich
and on occasions inside a chewing gum package and Band-Aid wrapper, the FBI
says.
Diana Toebbe accompanied him on several occasions, including serving as a lookout
during one such dead-drop operation in Jefferson County, West Virginia, court
documents say.
It was not immediately clear if either of the Toebbes had an attorney.
In the detention memo, prosecutors checked boxes indicating that they believe the
Toebbes represent a risk to flee and to obstruct justice.
They also checked boxes showing that the prosecution, under the Atomic Energy Act,
involves an “offense for which the maximum sentence is life imprisonment or death.”
Algeria Is Becoming China's Weapon
Gordon G. Chang - Newsweek
On August 24, Algeria announced it was severing diplomatic relations with Morocco,
its neighbor to the west.

RYAD KRAMDI/AFP via Getty Images The Algerian national flag flies at half mast in
the capital Algiers on September 18, 2021, following the death of former president
Abdelaziz Bouteflika.
After breaking ties, Algiers moved to deepen the crisis it had created. On September
22, for instance, Algeria closed its airspace to the Moroccan kingdom. Moreover, the
Algerian government announced that on the 30th of this month, it would shut its gas
pipeline running through Morocco to Spain and Portugal, a move directed against its
western neighbor.
Escalating disputes between the two North African countries strike many as
inconsequential. As Moroccan analyst Samir Bennis wrote for the Washington

Institute for Near East Policy, "To be sure, the Algerian decision to sever ties with
Morocco is in many ways a non-event, as diplomatic relations between the two
countries have been frozen for most of the last 27 years." During this period, the
Algeria-Morocco border, thanks to Algiers, has indeed been closed.
Tension between Algiers and Rabat is, however, significant for one principal reason:
Algeria is becoming a pawn for two disruptive powers, Russia and China. Moscow is
merely hoping to increase military sales, but Beijing seeks control of Africa and is
going after a holdout: Mohammed VI, the king of Morocco.
Algeria has suffered severe setbacks recently. In December, the Trump administration
recognized Morocco's sovereignty over the Western Sahara, effectively blocking
Algeria's access to the Atlantic Ocean. The Biden administration has so far not
reversed that correct decision.
The crucial American recognition followed Morocco removing, in November, armed
elements of the Polisario, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra
and Rio de Oro. The group is considered an Algerian proxy. Rabat's military
operation opened up trade routes with Mauritania and sub-Saharan Africa.
Moreover, Morocco recognized Israel in December, reinforcing the historic Abraham
Accords.
It is unlikely that Algeria will recover soon. "Algeria finds itself in the grip of a
seemingly inescapable malaise of socialist decline," Gregory Copley, the president of
the International Strategic Studies Association, tells Newsweek.
"This decline has been underway for several years. Algeria's economy has been
sliding since 2018, while that of neighbor Morocco has been rising."
In fact, the kingdom's economy is catching up with that of far-larger Algeria. Last
year, Algeria produced $145.2 billion of gross domestic product, compared to
Morocco's $112.9 billion.
As Copley, also the editor-in-chief of Defense & Foreign Affairs Strategic Policy, told
me, "Algeria's leadership is lashing out, and essentially it has only one direction in
which it can do so: Morocco."
Algeria, facing severe economic decline and growing internal unrest, is now laying
the groundwork for an attack on Morocco. Of great concern are the Algerian
wildfires, which started on August 9 during a heatwave. Algiers blamed the wildfires
on its western neighbor, using "hostile actions" as a justification for breaking
diplomatic ties.
Algeria, in addition, has accused Morocco of supporting, among others, MAK, the
Movement for Self-Determination of Kabylie, a Berber secessionist force.
Rabat, which has tried to tamp down tensions, is now deeply concerned about
relations with troubled Algeria. The two neighbors have been preparing for the worst.
"Morocco and Algeria have been engaged in an arms race pretty steadily for most of

the last decade," Richard Fisher of the International Assessment and Strategy Center
told John Batchelor of CBS' "Eye on the World" last month.
As Fisher points out, Algiers has been bulking up on Russian and Chinese equipment.
From Russia, it is buying Sukhoi planes, reportedly becoming the first customer
outside Russia of the Su-57 fifth-generation fighter. "Algeria has acquired six
Kilo-class submarines if it ever wanted to try to impose some kind of blockade or
mine Moroccan ports," Fisher notes.
From China, the Algerian military has purchased three frigates and will take delivery
of three corvettes now under construction. China has also sold the HJ-12
shoulder-launched anti-tank missile, which, like the American Javelin, is capable of
taking out most main battle tanks, including Morocco's U.S.-built Abrams tanks.
Beijing is also supplying niche capabilities, such as the China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation CH-4 unmanned aerial combat vehicle, which is like the
American-built Predator 2. Morocco does not have a battle drone like the CH-4,
which puts it at a severe disadvantage.
It is no secret why Beijing is arming the Algerian military to the teeth. For one thing,
Algeria is China's oldest and closest partner in the region, with ties going back to the
era of Mao Zedong. Mao, in the words of John Calabrese of American University,
viewed Algiers as "the linchpin of the anti-colonial and anti-imperialist struggle in
Africa."
The pair has become even closer in recent months, especially as Beijing began to
react to Morocco's outreach to the U.S. "Morocco's participation in the Abraham
Accords, and friendship with the United States and Israel, is a poke in Xi Jinping's
eye," Len Khodorkovsky, former deputy assistant secretary of state in the Trump
administration, told Newsweek.
"General Secretary Xi seeks dominance over Africa, and Morocco stands in the way
of his master plan. That's why Xi is weaponizing Algiers, as Communist China's client
state, to threaten Morocco."
"Morocco stands out as a friend of the United States, and China, I think, dearly wants
to diminish that friendship, destroy that friendship," Fisher told Batchelor on his CBS
radio program.
It's unlikely that China is looking to start a war in North Africa at the moment, but its
Algerian client state is a "ticking time bomb" and "the most unstable country in North
Africa after Libya."
The danger, Khodorkovsky notes, is escalation. Algiers is escalating an
already-volatile situation as fast as it can.
(Gordon G. Chang is the author of The Coming Collapse of China. Follow him on
Twitter: @GordonGChang.)

China, India lash out after no progress in Himalayan border talks
AFP
China and India on Monday blamed each other for the failure of high-level talks to
ease tensions along a disputed Himalayan border between the nuclear-armed
neighbours.

Tauseef MUSTAFA India and China have blamed each other for ongoing tensions
along a disputed border in the Himalayas
The strategically important Galwan river valley between Tibet and India's Ladakh
region became a high-altitude flashpoint last year after one of the deadliest troop
clashes in decades.
Senior military officials from the two countries held their first round of talks in two
months, but it ended without any progress.
India made "unreasonable and unrealistic demands", Chinese military spokesman
Long Shaohua said in a statement issued by the People's Liberation Army's western
theatre command. The statement did not say what the demands were.
In response, India's defence ministry said China was "not agreeable" to discussing
"constructive suggestions... (and) could not provide any forward-looking proposals".
India said both sides have agreed to maintain communications and stability.
China and India -- whose border runs for 3,500 kilometres (2,200 miles) -- fought a
full-scale war in 1962 and have long accused each other of trying to seize territory
along their unofficial border, known as the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
The latest talks focused on resolving "remaining issues" along the LAC in eastern
Ladakh, the Indian defence ministry said.
Long said China had tried to ease tensions along the boundary area, but warned
India "not to misjudge the situation" and to act "in good faith".

India has blamed the tensions on what it calls unilateral moves by China to "alter the
status quo", in violation of existing bilateral agreements.
Earlier this month, India's army chief said China was sending "considerable
numbers" of troops to the border, prompting a matching deployment by New Delhi.
His comments came days after Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying
said Indian soldiers had made illegal incursions into Chinese territory, an accusation
that New Delhi denied.
Media in both countries have reported a border confrontation between Indian and
Chinese last month, but neither side has confirmed it.

China's military assertiveness over Taiwan will likely persist, says defense analyst
Yen Nee Lee - CNBC
China's military assertiveness over Taiwan will likely continue in the next 12 months
as tensions between the two sides intensify, a defense analyst said Monday.
"I think a lot of this boils down to China wants to get the attention of the United
States," Derek Grossman, senior defense analyst at think tank, Rand Corporation,
told CNBC's "Squawk Box Asia."
"I mean Beijing has been really, really frustrated with deepening U.S.-Taiwan ties on
all fronts, in particular in the security domain," said Grossman.
China claims Taiwan as part of its own territory and has been putting pressure on the
democratic island to accept Beijing's rule.
To be clear, the ruling Chinese Communist Party in Beijing has never controlled
Taiwan. But China claims the island is a runaway province that must be reunited with
the mainland, using force if necessary.
Xi vows 'peaceful reunification'
Over the weekend, Chinese President Xi Jinping vowed "peaceful reunification" with
Taiwan. It prompted an angry response from Taiwan. President Tsai Ing-wen said
in her National Day speech Sunday that the island will not "bow to pressure" and will
seek to maintain the "status quo."
"We will continue to bolster our national defense and demonstrate our determination
to defend ourselves in order to ensure that nobody can force Taiwan to take the path
China has laid out for us," said Tsai.
"This is because the path that China has laid out offers neither a free and democratic
way of life for Taiwan, nor sovereignty for our 23 million people," she added.

China previously offered Taiwan a "one country, two systems" governance model —
like the one in Hong Kong. But the proposal is "overwhelmingly unpopular" in
Taiwan, said Grossman of Rand Corporation.
Hours after Xi's speech, the Chinese government's Taiwan Affairs Office said in a
Mandarin-language statement — which CNBC translated — that Tsai "advocated
Taiwan independence, incited confrontation, cut apart history and distorted facts."
U.S. relations with Taiwan
Earlier this month, China sent a record number of military aircraft into Taiwan's air
defense identification zone — raising international concerns of a military accident.
The U.S. has no official diplomatic relations with Taiwan. But through the Taiwan
Relations Act, Washington is committed to providing the island with arms for its
defense as well as maintain peace and stability in the Western Pacific.
In the last few months, the U.S. issued new guidelines to allow its government officials
to meet their Taiwanese counterparts more freely. Together with other members of the
Group of Seven advanced economies, the U.S. also backed Taiwan's participation in
forums by the World Health Organization.
Those actions angered Beijing, which views Taiwan as having no rights to conduct its
own diplomacy and opposes any official Taiwanese representative at an international
level.
Eyes on Taiwan's next president
Taiwan's next presidential election in 2024 will be an important event that could
shape the trajectory of China-Taiwan tensions, said Grossman. Tsai is in her second
and final four-year presidential term.
Grossman said China is "very concerned" that current Taiwanese Vice President
William Lai Ching-te will become the presidential nominee for the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party.
"They believe that he actually wants independence," he explained.
The defense analyst added that Xi appeared to temper his language by vowing
"peaceful reunification" with Taiwan. In comparison, Xi said at the Chinese
Communist Party's 100th anniversary in July that China "must take resolute action to
utterly defeat any attempt" at Taiwan independence.
"I think Xi Jinping wants to be a bit more delicate because the last thing you want to
do is convince the Taiwanese people to elect William Lai in 2024," said Grossman.
"Beijing consistently has not trusted Tsai Ing-wen even though she's been a truly
pragmatic president —they've called her a closet independence supporter, a
separatist," he said.
"But here you have William Lai, someone who's openly called for Taiwan
independence, and so I think there's a little bit of delicate maneuvering going on."

Oil Jumps Above $80, Turbocharged by Supply Shortages
Amrith Ramkumar - The Wall Street Journal

Matthew Brown/Associated Press
The extended climb in oil prices is leaving some other industrial commodities behind,
a divergence that reflects bets that energy supply shortages will offset any slowdown
in the global economy.
S. crude rose 1.5% to $80.52 a barrel on Monday, closing above $80 for the first time
since late in 2014 and bringing its climb since the end of last October to 125%.
Oil is now on track to outpace copper this year by the largest amount since 2002 and
is topping an index of raw materials by the biggest margin in more than a decade,
according to Dow Jones Market Data. Like oil, natural gas is also far outpacing
other commodities.
Copper prices are about 8% below a May record, while rallies in some other
materials such as zinc and lead have largely stalled.
Some industrial metals have fallen due to fears of softening growth in China, the
world’s biggest commodities consumer and largest oil importer.
Economic fallout from the impending collapse of indebted property developer China
Evergrande Group could magnify the slowdown caused by the Delta variant of the
coronavirus, traders say. That is because the Chinese economy is heavily reliant on
real-estate developers for growth and jobs.
Crude’s persistent rise in the face of those growth concerns shows the extent to which
many traders expect weak supply to buoy prices, lifting fuel costs for consumers and
businesses.

Energy supply shortages are slowing factory activity around the world and
contributing to a recent pickup in inflation. Worries about accelerating consumer
prices and climbing government-bond yields have in turn sparked volatility in U.S.
stocks in recent weeks.
Even if fewer consumers travel and consume fuel, many analysts project that tumbling
investment in new supply by energy companies will prop up oil prices. Investors are
pressuring companies, including Pioneer Natural Resources Co. and Occidental
Petroleum Corp., to limit spending and environmental damage while returning money
to shareholders.
Now, some are betting that a world-wide shortage of natural gas and other fuels
needed to power homes and businesses will spill into the oil market. With power
prices in Europe surging, U.S. natural-gas futures on Oct. 5 hit a nearly 13-year high
at $6.31 a million British thermal units, bringing their advance for the year to almost
150%. Despite a recent retreat, prices could shoot even higher if cold temperatures in
the coming months increase demand.
Lofty natural-gas prices and depleted inventories could prompt some power plants to
use oil as an alternative to natural gas for electricity generation, some analysts say.
That would boost demand for crude at the same time that traders ramp up wagers that
environmental pressure from investors will drive long-term shortages, adding to the
momentum.
“There’s a lot feeding on itself right now,” said Rebecca Babin, senior energy trader
at CIBC Private Wealth Management. She has continued favoring shares of energy
infrastructure companies that store and move energy products. “We don’t know what
the weather is going to bring…The worst-case scenario is pretty ugly.”
Investors who have long avoided the lagging energy sector because of poor returns
and environmental fears are playing catch-up and increasing their exposure to one of
the year’s best-performing trades, some analysts said.
The S&P 500 energy sector has been the broad index’s best-performing group this
year, advancing about 50%. Rebounds in shares of companies such as Pioneer,
Occidental and Diamondback Energy Inc. have led the way, while industry giants
Exxon Mobil Corp. and Chevron Corp. have trailed many stocks in the sector but
have still surged.
Chevron on Monday said it aspires to reduce or offset carbon emissions from its
operations to zero by 2050.
Brent crude, the global gauge of oil prices, closed at $83.65 a barrel on Monday.
Bank of America analysts said in a recent note that Brent could crest $100 this winter
if demand surges. Further price increases could add pressure to the economy and
complicate the Federal Reserve’s plans to gradually raise interest rates starting next
year, analysts said.
“It’s the conflation of the higher-than-normal oil prices with the other bottlenecks in
the economy that make for something to watch,” said Nela Richardson, chief

economist at the human-resources software firm Automatic Data Processing Inc. “It
puts the Fed in an uncomfortable position.”
The price moves are drawing attention from other policy makers around the world.
Russian President Vladimir Putin last week said Moscow could help calm the
natural-gas crisis by increasing supply of the power-generation fuel to Europe,
sending prices lower.
S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm, meanwhile, said at a Financial Times
conference recently that the U.S. is considering releasing oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. President Biden earlier this year urged the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries to increase oil production more quickly to ease any
supply constraints.
Oil prices are also in focus because their recent advance comes just weeks ahead of a
global climate summit in Glasgow, Scotland. Many analysts say the recent swings
show the risks of phasing out fossil-fuel production too quickly.
“There’s a lot less margin for error today when you think about energy supplies and
power generation,” said Stacey Morris, director of research at index provider Alerian.
“That’s creating some of these problems that we’re seeing.”
OPEC, countries such as Russia and private companies that are less subject to
environmental pressure are poised to exert more influence in commodity markets,
analysts said. OPEC recently opted to stick with measured supply increases, helping
power oil prices even higher.
Steps such as reserve releases could help briefly balance energy markets, but some
investors still think the long-term push by investors for producers to curtail supply
and emissions will help buoy prices.
Many analysts expect the supply of copper and other metals to be limited by climate
concerns, but demand worries have hurt those commodities lately. The Chinese
property sector accounts for about 10% of global copper demand, according to
Jefferies, so some traders now think metals markets will be adequately supplied.
That isn’t the case for oil, many investors said.
“There is that scarcity mentality,” said Noah Barrett, an energy research analyst at
Janus Henderson Investors. “People are anticipating a tighter market.”

Social Security Announces 5.9 Percent Benefit Increase for 2022
Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits for approximately 70
million Americans will increase 5.9 percent in 2022, the Social Security
Administration announced today.
The 5.9 percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) will begin with benefits payable to
more than 64 million Social Security beneficiaries in January 2022. Increased

payments to approximately 8 million SSI beneficiaries will begin on December 30,
2021.
(Note: some people receive both Social Security and SSI benefits). The Social Security
Act ties the annual COLA to the increase in the Consumer Price Index as determined
by the Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Some other adjustments that take effect in January of each year are based on the
increase in average wages. Based on that increase, the maximum amount of earnings
subject to the Social Security tax (taxable maximum) will increase to $147,000 from
$142,800.
Social Security and SSI beneficiaries are normally notified by mail starting in early
December about their new benefit amount. Most people who receive Social Security
payments will be able to view their COLA notice online through their
personal my Social Security account.
People may create or access their my Social Security account online
at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.
Information about Medicare changes for 2022, when announced, will be available
at www.medicare.gov. For Social Security beneficiaries receiving Medicare, Social
Security will not be able to compute their new benefit amount until after the Medicare
premium amounts for 2022 are announced.
Final 2022 benefit amounts will be communicated to beneficiaries in December
through the mailed COLA notice and my Social Security's Message Center.
The Social Security Act provides for how the COLA is calculated. To read more,
please visit www.socialsecurity.gov/cola.

