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What Peace Prize says about freedom in Russia, Philippines
VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV & HRVOJE HRANJSKI ( Associated Press) - AP
MOSCOW (AP) — The Nobel Peace Prize sometimes recognizes groundbreaking
efforts to resolve seemingly intractable conflicts, such as once-sworn enemies who sat
down and brokered an end to war. In other years, the recipient is someone who
promoted human rights at great personal cost.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this Jan. 19, 2018, file photo, journalists and
supporters display their messages during a protest against the recent Securities and
Exchange Commission's revocation of the registration of Rappler, an online news
outfit, northeast of Manila, Philippines. (AP Photo/Bullit Marquez, File)
The prestigious award also can serve as a not-so-subtle message to authoritarian
governments and leaders that the world is watching.
What does the selection of two journalists, Maria Ressa, 58, of the Philippines and
Dmitry Muratov, 59, of Russia, say about freedom of expression and the history of
dissent in the countries of the 2021 peace prize winners?
“It is a battle for facts. When you’re in a battle for facts, journalism is activism,"
Ressa said Friday.
RUSSIA
Dmitry Muratov is part of a historic cycle that links him to two other Russian winners
of the Nobel Peace Prize.
When Andrei Sakharov, a prominent Soviet nuclear physicist turned political
dissident, received the prize in 1975, the Cold War was at its height and the Soviet
Union seemed invincible.

The country's Communist leaders tolerated no dissent. Five years after becoming a
Nobel laureate, Sakharov’s bold criticism of the Soviet regime got him sent into
internal exile.
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev allowed Sakharov to return from exile in 1986, and
went on to win the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts to end the Cold War.
But while he was earning international accolades, Gorbachev was under attack from
both members of the Communist old guard who opposed his reforms and democracy
champions such as Sakharov who accused him of being indecisive.
The Soviet Union collapsed after a string of Soviet republics declared their
independence and Gorbachev stepped down as president on Dec. 25, 1991.
The former leader would use some of his Nobel Prize money to help a group of
Russian journalists, including Muratov, buy computers and office equipment for their
new independent newspaper in 1993. Gorbachev eventually became Novaya Gazeta's
co-owner; Muratov was its editor from 1995 to 2017, and returned to the post in
2019.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this March 4, 2021, file photo, Rappler CEO
and Executive Editor Maria Ressa, right, wearing a face mask to prevent the spread
of the coronavirus, stands in front of reporters as she arrives at the Court of Tax
Appeals in Metro Manila, Philippines. The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to
journalists Ressa of the Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of Russia for their fight for
freedom of expression. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
Under his leadership, the publication has become the country’s top independent
newspaper, broadly acclaimed internationally for its fearless reporting on the bloody
separatist war in the Russian republic of Chechnya and on official corruption. The
paper has taken a consistently critical look at the rollback of post-Soviet freedoms
during Russian President Vladimir Putin’s more than two decades in power.
Several Novaya reporters and contributors were killed. The paper's leading reporter,
Anna Politkovskaya, who relentlessly covered human rights abuses in Chechnya, was
shot dead in the elevator of her Moscow apartment building on Oct. 7, 2006.

A Moscow court convicted the gunman and three other Chechens in the killing, as
well as a former Moscow police officer who was their accomplice. But on Thursday,
the 15th anniversary of Politkovskaya’s slaying, Muratov noted that the Russian
authorities never tracked down the person who ordered it.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this May 30, 2007, file photo, Russian daily
Novaya Gazeta's Editor-in-Chief Dmitry Muratov, left, and former Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev attend a presentation of slain journalist Anna Politkovskaya's
book "Why" in the Gorbachev's Foundation in Moscow, Russia. The Norwegian
Nobel Committee on Friday, Oct. 8, 2021 awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to
journalists Maria Ressa of the Philippines and Muratov of Russia for their fight for
freedom of expression. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
“Regrettably, there is no probe going on now,” Muratov said in an interview with
The Associated Press. “We don’t even know when an investigator last touched that
criminal case.”
He vowed that the newspaper would continue working to track down the mastermind
of Politkovskaya’s killing on its own.
Muratov also pledged to use his Nobel Prize to help independent Russian journalists.
Many people in Russia voiced hope that the prize, by emphasizing global support for
media freedom, would help restrain the government's multi-pronged crackdown on
independent media.
PHILIPPINES
The Philippines was one of the few places in Asia where freedom of the press seemed
assured when Maria Ressa and other journalists founded the online magazine
Rappler in 2012.
The government of long-time dictator Ferdinard Marcos had muzzled the media,
imprisoned opponents and tortured activists. But after the 1986 “people power”
revolution toppled Marcos, a myriad of newspapers, lively radio stations and closely
watched TV channels sprang up to chronicle the new chapter in the Philippines.
Their mission: delivering timely information to a Filipino population hungry for
news.

In the following years, the Philippines remained a dangerous place for journalists, a
free-wheeling country where retaliatory violence often accompanied the freedom to
speak up due to an abundance of firearms, legal impunity and political instability. It
had one of the highest numbers of reporters killed each year.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this Friday, Oct. 9, 2015, file photo, Dmitry
Muratov, the editor of Novaya Gazeta, center left, attends a planning meeting with the
editorial board, in Moscow, Russia. The Norwegian Nobel Committee on Friday, Oct.
8, 2021 awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to journalists Maria Ressa of the Philippines
and Muratov of Russia for their fight for freedom of expression. (AP Photo/Alexander
Zemlianichenko, File)
Then came the election of President Rodrigo Duterte in 2016. After campaigning on a
promise to deal with widespread crime, he launched a bloody crackdown on illegal
drugs, enlisting police and unidentified gunmen who became the judge and jury for
thousands of mostly poor suspects in Manila’s sprawling urban slums.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this Feb. 13, 2019, file photo,Maria Ressa,
the award-winning head of a Philippine online news site Rappler that has

aggressively covered President Rodrigo Duterte's policies, shows an arrest form after
being arrested by National Bureau of Investigation agents in a libel case in Manila,
Philippines. The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to journalists Ressa of the
Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of Russia for their fight for freedom of expression.
(AP Photo/Bullit Marquez, File)
Rappler CEO Ressa and other staff members took to reporting the nighttime raids
that left hundreds and then thousands dead in overwhelmed morgues.
Police said they were acting in self-defense when officers gunned down alleged drug
dealers. Few suspects were questioned in what human rights activists soon described
as extrajudicial executions.

Provided by Associated Press A reporter takes a picture of a board with a portrait of
Maria Ressa of the Philippines after the announcement of the Nobel Peace Prize, in
the headquarters of Reporters without Borders, known by its French acronym RSF, in
Paris, Friday, Oct. 8, 2021. The Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to journalists
Ressa of the Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of Russia. (AP Photo/Francois Mori)
As the death toll mounted, so did Rappler’s stories, some of which suggested that
weapons could have been planted on the people killed.
In a Nov. 9, 2020, story, Rappler reporter Rambo Talabong quoted the last words of
Vicent Adia, a 27-year-old man who was labeled a drug pusher and initially survived
“a vigilante execution” only to be slain by a gunman at a hospital near Manila.
According to Rappler, Adia had told his close friend: “The police are about to kill
me.”

Provided by Associated Press FILE- In this Oct. 7, 2009, file photo, a woman places
flowers before a portrait of slain Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya, in Moscow.
Politkovskaya, who won international acclaim for her reporting on the human rights
abuses in the Russian republic of Chechnya was shot dead in the elevator of her
Moscow apartment building. (AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin, File)
Duterte’s fury at journalists increased as well. The tough-talking president declared
that “corrupt” journalists were not “exempted from assassination.”
“In 2016, it was really, really laughable. And I thought, ‘Oh, doesn’t matter.’ I
laughed,” Ressa said in a 2020 interview, recalling her disbelief that the president
would make good on his lethal threats in a country where democracy and human
rights had been restored.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this Oct. 6, 2021, file photo, members of
Reporters Without Borders, stage a demonstration outside the Russian embassy in
Paris, to pay tribute to late Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya who was shot dead
on Oct. 7, 2006 in Moscow. Anna Politkovskaya was a prominent journalist at the

Novaya Gazeta newspaper who was famous for her critical coverage of the war in
Chechnya. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
Any hint of humor evaporated when she became a target. She was arrested and held
for a night, prosecuted in a series of criminal cases, including tax evasion, and
convicted of libel. She remains free on bail while the libel case is on appeal, but faces
up to six years in prison.
At about the same time, Ressa began wearing a bulletproof vest because of threats. In
the 2020 documentary “A Thousand Cuts,” by Filipino-American filmmaker Ramona
S. Diaz, she is seen pleading with Facebook representatives to delete violent posts
against her and to remove livestreams of Duterte supporters protesting outside
Rappler's offices.
“The Philippine government filed 10 arrest warrants against me. In the last year, the
government has prevented my travel four times, including when my mother was
diagnosed with cancer and I needed to go to see my aging parents,” Ressa said in a
Zoom interview after she won the Nobel Peace Prize.
Duterte and other Philippine officials have said the criminal complaints against
Ressa and Rappler were not a press freedom issue but a part of normal judicial
procedures arising from their alleged violations of the law.
In June, a Manila court dismissed a cyber-libel case against Ressa arising from a
complaint filed by a wealthy businessman. A 2012 Rappler article included
allegations that the businessman was linked to illegal drugs and human trafficking,
and that a car registered in his name had been used by the country’s chief justice.
The law under which Ressa was charged by the government, the Cybercrime
Prevention Act, did not go into effect until months after the article appeared,
according to Rappler.
In August, another case against her was dismissed. Ressa has pleaded not guilty to
charges of breaching a ban on foreign ownership and control of media outlets in the
Philippines, as well as tax evasion charges.
“You don’t know how powerful government is until you come under attack the way we
have. When all the different parts of government work against you, it’s kind of
shocking,” Ressa said.
(Associated Press writer Hrvoje Hranjski reported from Bangkok and has previously
reported from Manila. Anna Frants in Moscow contributed to this report.)

Joe Manchin joined with Senate Republicans in condemning Chuck Schumer's
'classless speech' before a debt-limit vote
Bryan Metzger (bmetzger@insider.com ) - Busines Insider

Screenshot/C-SPAN Sen. Chuck Schumer of New York speaks on Thursday following
a cloture vote on a measure to raise the debt ceiling, as Sen. Joe Manchin of West
Virginia, behind him, holds his head in his hands. C-SPAN
Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin sided with Senate Republicans in strongly
disapproving of a fiery, partisan speech by Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer
on Thursday night before a vote to raise the debt ceiling by $480 billion.
Manchin reportedly told Schumer his speech was "fucking stupid," while Republican
Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah said it was a "time to be graceful" after 11 Senate
Republicans had voted to break a GOP filibuster and allow the vote to take place.
In his 3-1/2-minute speech, Schumer said the Senate was about to avoid the "first-ever
Republican-manufactured default," chastising Republicans as playing a "dangerous
and risky partisan game" while engaging in "brinksmanship" for debts the US had
already incurred.
"For the good of America's families, for the good of our economy, Republicans must
recognize in the future that they should approach fixing the debt limit in a bipartisan
way," Schumer said. "We hope Republicans will join in enacting a long-term solution
to the debt limit in December. We're ready to work with them."
The Senate reached a two-month deal on raising the debt limit after Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell made an initial offer to Democrats on Wednesday. Former
President Donald Trump accused McConnell of "folding to the Democrats," but
Republicans seemed to pay that little mind.
As Schumer spoke, Manchin could be seen behind him placing his face in his hands
and shaking his head in disapproval.
"Yesterday, Senate Republicans finally realized that their obstruction was not going
to work," Schumer said. "I thank, very much thank, my Democratic colleagues for our
showing our unity in solving this Republican-manufactured crisis."
Manchin, still shaking his head, eventually got up from his seat and walked away.

"Today's vote is proof positive that the debt limit can be addressed without going
through the reconciliation process, just as Democrats have been saying for months,"
Schumer continued. He concluded by touting Democrats' "Build Back Better" agenda.
Punchbowl News reported that Manchin told Schumer his speech was "fucking
stupid." The West Virginia senator told reporters outside the chamber that he didn't
think the speech was "appropriate at this time," though he denied dropping an
f-bomb.
"You're confusing me with my good friend Jon Tester from Montana," Manchin said,
referring to the notoriously foul-mouthed Democratic senator.
Republicans also said they thought the speech was inappropriate. Minority Whip John
Thune, one of the 11 Republicans who helped Democrats break the filibuster, said it
was "totally out of line."
"I just thought it was incredibly partisan speech after we had just helped them solve a
problem," he told reporters.
Romney, who did not vote for cloture, reportedly told Schumer, "There's a time to be
graceful and there's a time to be combative. That was a time for grace and common
ground."
Sen. Mike Rounds of South Dakota, another one of the 11 Republicans who voted with
Democrats, reportedly called it a "classless speech."
Ultimately, the Senate voted 50-48, along party lines, to raise the debt ceiling by $480
billion. Lawmakers will have to vote again by December 3, when the federal
government is expected to again hit the debt limit at its current rate of spending.
China’s Xi to Make Fresh Appeal to Taiwan Amid Pressure Campaign
Bloomberg News
(Bloomberg) -- Chinese President Xi Jinping is expected to make a new overture to
Taiwan, days after sending a record number of warplanes near the island as part of a
yearslong pressure campaign against its democratically elected government.
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The president’s appeal is anticipated Saturday as part of a speech marking the 1911
uprising that toppled the last Qing emperor and led to the founding of the Republic of
China. Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen is scheduled to deliver an address
commemorating the same event the next day, giving her a chance to make a direct
response to Xi.
Xi is expected to reaffirm China’s support for a peaceful union with Taiwan while
opposing foreign interference and the island’s independence, Taipei-based United
Daily News reported Wednesday, citing people familiar with the matter.
That would represent Xi’s most high-profile comments on the issue since July 1, when
he declared taking control of Taiwan as the Communist Party’s “historic mission”
and “unshakable commitment.”
While the governments in both Beijing and Taipei trace their origins to the 1911
revolution, the Communist Party was never able to capture Taiwan in a subsequent
civil war and the Republic of China government lived on there. China still considers
the island part of its territory and has asserted the right to take it by force, although
Tsai argues she leads a sovereign nation.
The anniversary follows a particularly tense week in the Taiwan Strait, with China
sending scores of military planes into the island’s air-defense-identification zone
while the U.S. and its allies held military exercises in nearby waters. On Friday,
Beijing urged Washington to abide by its agreement to keep troops out of Taiwan
after an American defense official confirmed reports that U.S. military advisers had
been deployed there.
Xi’s earlier efforts to appeal to Taiwan, where government surveys showed fewer than
10% of its 23.5 million residents favor unification, have backfired.

His January 2019 call for a “one country, two systems” union similar to Hong
Kong’s was even rejected by Taiwan’s China-friendly opposition, and support fell
further after the city’s Beijing-appointed government crushed mass pro-democracy
protests.
Taiwan’s opposition Kuomintang last month elected moderate Eric Chu as its leader,
providing a potential opening for Xi to resume communication with the island.
Xi urged cooperation on “national reunification” in a congratulatory letter to Chu,
prompting the former New Taipei City mayor to pledge to affirm his opposition to
Taiwan’s independence and find “common ground.”
Xi’s speech Saturday is expected to invoke revolutionary leader Sun Yat-sen’s belief
that “unification is the hope of all Chinese nationals,” and failing would result in
“suffering,” according to the UDN report. His predecessor, former President Hu
Jintao, used the line on the revolution’s centennial a decade ago to argue that a
peaceful union was in the best interest of both sides.
Quoting Sun, Kuomintang’s founder, may be an effort to reach out to party’s modern
successors in Taiwan, said Rana Mitter, a professor of Chinese politics at Oxford
University.
“In recent months, Beijing has used almost exclusively threatening language toward
Taiwan on the question of reunification,” Mitter said. “This speech may be an
attempt to try and suggest that there is a peaceful route.”

China, Russia, North Korea See New U.S.-U.K.-Australia Alliance as Threat to
Pacific
Tom O'Connor - Newsweek
China, Russia and North Korea have all expressed their grievances toward a new
security arrangement in the Pacific among the United States, United Kingdom and
Australia, which Beijing, Moscow and Pyongyang see as a threat to regional stability.

Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Matthew Cavenaile/USS America/U.S.
Navy The Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Ballarat pulls alongside the
forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS America to conduct a fueling-at-sea
in support of flight deck operations during Exercise Talisman Sabre 21 in the Coral
Sea on July 27. The month-long multi-domain exercise "strengthens allied and
partner capabilities to respond to the full range of Indo-Pacific security concerns,"
according to the U.S. Navy.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov made his thoughts known last weekend at the
29th Assembly of the Council on Foreign and Defense Policy. In his address, the top
Russian diplomat criticized "the U.S.-invented Indo-Pacific strategies embodied in the
foursome Quad—the United States, Japan, India and Australia—and the recent
creation of the bloc [known as] AUKUS."
He said such coalitions disrupted a decades-long ecosystem of indigenous
partnerships, especially that of the Association of Southeast Asian States (ASEAN).
"The Indo-Pacific concept is aimed at breaking up this system that relied on the need
to respect the indivisibility of security and has openly proclaimed that its chief
objective is containing China," Lavrov charged.
On Friday, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian applauded the
remarks.
"That's very well-put indeed!" Zhao said in response to a reporter's question
regarding Lavrov's comments. "Foreign Minister Lavrov's views reflect the shared
concern of the vast majority of ASEAN countries.
The U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy, AUKUS and Quad are all closed and exclusive cliques
informed by the Cold War zero-sum mentality with strong military security
undertones. They will spur regional arms race, aggravate tension and undermine
regional unity and cooperation."
And Zhao warned the approach would be doomed to fail.

"The U.S. practice of ganging up against a third party runs counter to regional
countries' common aspiration to seek shared development through dialogue and
cooperation and advance regional integration," he added.
"It wins no hearts and has no future. Many ASEAN countries have questioned and
opposed to various degrees these moves." While China is not a member of ASEAN,
Beijing often works with the bloc, as does Washington.
As the two top powers compete for influence among the 10-member group that
includes Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, Zhao called on the Southeast Asian states to resist
external efforts to divide them from regional powers.
"The ASEAN-centered regional cooperation architecture is consistent with East Asian
tradition and realistic needs," Zhao said.
"It is of great significance for enhancing regional countries' solidarity, cooperation
and common development and should be cherished and consolidated. Regional
countries should be on high alert for any attempt to weaken and hollow ASEAN
centrality and jointly reject all erroneous practices that violate international fairness
and justice, create division and stoke confrontation in the region."
Also wary of the recent integration of the Australian, U.K. and U.S. strategies was
North Korea.
In a statement published Wednesday by the North Korea Foreign Ministry, Division
Director of Korea-Europe Association Choe Yong Un lashed out at U.K. statements
last month revealing that the Royal Navy had detected ships in the East China Sea
suspected of violating international sanctions by transferring fuel to North Korea,
and justifying U.K. presence in the region as necessary to rein in the threat posed by
North Korea's nuclear weapons.
"It is not a new move on the part of Britain when considering the fact that Britain has
been servile to the U.S. to frequently find fault with us," Choe wrote. "However, as
this move is tantamount to a guilty party filing a suit first, this cannot be overlooked."
North Korea particularly criticized the arrangement through which the U.S. and the
U.K. will provide technology for Australia to build a nuclear-powered submarine.
The deal was already controversial as it shunned an ongoing multibillion-dollar
contract with France, a fellow ally of the U.S. and the U.K., and Choe said this was
only the latest of London's destabilizing moves taken in step with Washington.
"The international society has recently witnessed the British announcement early this
year of its plan to increase the number of its nuclear warheads from present 180 to
260, and its agreement with the U.S. to transfer sensitive cutting-edge nuclear
technology to Australia," Choe said.
"It is the universal comment in this regard that it is Britain that is certainly a threat to
the world peace and the regional stability."

North Korea maintains robust relations with China as they are one another's only
respective ally. China has also forged an increasingly tight strategic partnership with
Russia, which also borders North Korea and maintains good ties with the elusive
militarized state as well.
All three countries have expressed concerns over the large U.S. military presence in
the region, as well as the proliferation of advanced defense systems there.
China, Russia and North Korea all have nuclear weapons, as do the U.S. and the U.K.
Australia does not have them, but neither is it a party to the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons that entered into force earlier this year as is each ASEAN
member. Australia is, however, a signatory the broader Non-Proliferation Treaty and
the regional South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.
Still, some Southeast Asian states have expressed concern that the latest
nuclear-related developments could mean the country may one day seek such
weapons of mass destruction of its own, something Australian officials have said they
had no plans to do.

Chinese People's Liberation Army Member of the People's Liberation Army Navy
Southern Theater Command pose with the national flag of China aboard a ship
during a video published October 1 to promote the military's activities in the South
China Sea, where Beijing's broad territorial claims are challenged by ASEAN
members and foreign powers such as the United States. Chinese People's Liberation
Army
Amid these worries last month, Australian ambassador to ASEAN Will Nankervis
issued a statement assuring that Canberra remained committed to its obligations as a
dialogue partner to the regional group.
"Australia remains staunch in our support for the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),"
Nankervis wrote.
"Australia will work closely with the International Atomic Energy Agency to ensure
full compliance with our NPT obligations as a Non-Nuclear Weapon State. We

remain committed to reinforcing international confidence in the integrity of the
international non-proliferation regime, and to upholding our global leadership in this
domain."
"As a party to the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty," he added. "Australia
understands the critical importance to the countries of Southeast Asia of the Southeast
Asia Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone Treaty. Australia will at all times ensure our
actions support these important treaties."
The statement contained no explicit reference to China, but Nankervis did describe
Australia as "a strong proponent of a rules-based maritime order," a concept
Canberra, London and Washington have accused Beijing of defying through its broad
territorial claims challenged by a number of ASEAN states.
With U.S.-China tensions mounting, U.S. President Joe Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping spoke via telephone last month in an effort to find common
ground.
The conversation was followed up Wednesday with a virtual meeting between U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Chinese Communist Party Central Foreign
Affairs Commission Director Yang Jiechi to discuss areas of concern as well as "the
importance of maintaining open lines of communication to responsibly manage the
competition between the United States and the People's Republic of China,"
according to the State Department.
During his press conference Friday, Zhao said Yang explained China's own positions
and took note "that the U.S. side said it has no intention of containing China's
development, and does not seek a 'new Cold War.'"
"The two sides agreed to take action," he added, "following the spirit of the phone
call between Chinese and U.S. heads of state on September 10, strengthen strategic
communication, properly manage differences, avoid conflict and confrontation, seek
mutual benefits and win-win results, and work together to bring China-U.S. relations
back on the right track of sound and steady development."

Biden gambled that cutting off federal jobless aid would drive people back to work.
The September jobs report blew a hole through that idea.
Juliana Kaplan,Andy Kiersz, & Joseph Zeballos-Roig - Business Insider

Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images
September showed conclusively that federal unemployment benefits weren't solely to
blame for people staying home.
Over the summer, 26 states ended their participation in federal unemployment
benefits earlier than planned, cutting off an additional $300 a week in an effort to get
people back to work.
The Biden administration chose not to step in and pay out benefits through the
Department of Labor - even though several federal judges reinstated the benefits
throughout July and August - and millions of Americans lost benefits.
Then, the White House agreed with business groups and Republican demands to
allow the federal unemployment programs to end last month. In July, Biden said it
"makes sense" for emergency federal aid to end for jobless Americans.
Now we know that unemployment benefits ending didn't have a strong link to job
gains. The US added just 194,000 jobs in September, in the first jobs report to show
the widespread impact on the labor market of ending enhanced unemployment
It captures the sentiment of workers around the country who were cut off, not just in
those 26 mostly Republican-governed states.
The September payrolls were a huge miss from the 500,000 job gains that economists
surveyed by Bloomberg expected. The hiring week that the Bureau of Labor Statistics
tracks ended on September 18, when the Delta variant was just starting to ease from
its peak.
In September, labor force participation ticked down - the opposite of what you'd
expect to see from unemployment ending pushing people back to work. The measure
shows the people who are either actively seeking work or are unemployed.

"I think it is going to be disappointing for employers who were hoping that the
expiration of benefits would push many workers back into the labor force," Daniel
Zhao, a senior economist at Glassdoor, told Insider.
"The evidence so far during the recovery has not suggested that there would be a
flood of workers back into the labor force, and I think this September report just
compounds that evidence."
To be sure, the unemployment rate in September did tick down to 4.8%. That's a
promising sign, although labor force participation falling can also bring down the
unemployment rate, since fewer people say they're actively searching for jobs.
The survey week only captures the first week without benefits in the remaining 24
states.
That means it's still early, but the Delta wave is a much bigger deterrent to work than
stingy unemployment benefits. The pandemic relief program ended but the pandemic
didn't.
"Also, all that talk of end UI being a big driver. It's a nothingburger," University of
Michigan economics professor Justin Wolfers wrote on Twitter. "The real issue is and remains - the virus."
Ending benefits cost reliable income for millions of people
Many of the 26 early opt-out states also ended pandemic-era programs that expanded
both who was eligible for unemployment and how long people could receive it. For
the first time, gig workers and freelancers were able to collect benefits.
That meant that millions of unemployed workers lost their benefits completely when
states pulled out of federal programs.
Research showed again and again that ending benefits early had little to no impact on
actual employment, and states that opted out saw a $2 billion drop in spending.
Experts warned it was too early. Unemployed people told Insider they were still
job-hunting while being scared to work at some of the in-person jobs that were
actively hiring.
One Pennsylvania mom told Insider that she couldn't return to work because her son
was high risk for Covid and not eligible for a vaccine yet; she had to leave a longtime
job that she loved to stay with him through virtual schooling.
The Biden administration and Congress didn't step in to extend benefits, although
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and Labor Secretary Marty Walsh told states they
could continue benefits on their own. None did. And so 8.5 million people lost their
unemployment benefits.
The White House did not respond to Insider's request for comment

Democrats can't pass the PRO Act, so its buried in the reconciliation bill
Diana Furchtgott-Roth (opinion contributor) - The Hill
Union membership has been declining for decades as workers find better uses than
union dues for their hard-earned dollars.

Getty Images Democrats can't pass the PRO Act, so its buried in the reconciliation
bill
But union bosses and their supporters are trying to change the law to force
hard-working Americans into unions. How? Through the Protecting the Right to
Organize Act (PRO Act), a bill that would expand the power of union leaders at the
expense of workers.
After sailing through the House, the PRO Act now appears stalled in the Senate and
Democrats are trying to slip some PRO Act provisions into a massive reconciliation
bill.
American workers are wise to turn down union membership. Union pension plans are
in trouble. In 2020, the Labor Department listed 121 union plans in critical status,
defined as less than 65 percent funded, and 61 in endangered status, with less than 80
percent funded. Unions desperately need new workers to join, because they pay
contributions for many years without withdrawing money.
Most recently, Amazon workers in Alabama resoundingly rejected efforts by the Retail,
Wholesale and Department Store International Union to organize their plant, with
more than 70 percent of workers voting against the union.
The union's plan was in critical status between 2015 and 2019, and the Labor
Department informed the plan's administrators that it had to be reorganized by
reducing benefits and increasing contributions.
Union leaders and their allies on Capitol Hill believe the way to increase membership
after decades of decline is to pass elements of the PRO Act through reconciliation.

Unlike the PRO Act, which needs 60 votes in the Senate to enable it to move to
President Biden's desk for signature, the reconciliation bill, which deals with taxes
and spending, needs only a simple majority.
So via a massive reconciliation bill, congressional Democrats are trying to move
some labor union provisions of the PRO Act by arguing they are actually revenue
raisers.
Proposed penalties from the PRO Act include fining employers that hold staff
meetings at which union organizing is discussed, and creating new fines of $50,000
per firm for unfair labor practices. Such fines could put small firms out of business or
discourage them from challenging union organizing.
Tax provisions are also in the reconciliation bill. One proposal is a deduction for
union dues of up to $250 a year. Such a deduction shifts the burden of funding unions
to the taxpayer.
Another is a tax credit of $4,500 for purchasing a car made with union labor, such as
a car by Ford, GM, or Stellantis (the new Chrysler). This disadvantages non-union
auto manufacturers such as Tesla, Toyota, and Honda.
As if Congress picking winners and losers isn't dangerous enough, the PRO Act would
go even further than the damaging provisions in reconciliation. For instance, it seeks
to deprive workers of the right to a secret ballot in elections for union representation,
providing scope for intimidation and corruption by exposing workers' votes to
employers, colleagues, and union officials.
Equally harmful, the PRO Act would impose mandatory binding arbitration on
contracts between workers and employers, if the union and the employer fail to reach
an agreement on pay and benefits.
These mandatory terms are unprecedented in American labor law and revoke the
basic principle of collective bargaining-that employers and unions are free to
disagree unless they voluntarily accept arbitration.
Another provision in the PRO Act would abolish right-to-work laws passed in 27
states.
These laws protect workers by stating that employers cannot force employees to join a
union as a condition of employment. Many right-to-work states have lower
unemployment rates and higher rates of economic growth than other states.
In our highly competitive economy with 11 million unfilled jobs, labor unions look
like a relic of the past. Today's workers have many options and shouldn't be forced by
the PRO Act or reconciliation bill to pay union dues and fund failing union pension
plans.

U.S., Taliban to hold first talks since Afghanistan withdrawal
Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Senior Taliban officials and U.S. representatives are to hold talks
Saturday and Sunday about containing extremist groups in Afghanistan and easing
the evacuation of foreign citizens and Afghans from the country, officials from both
sides said.

Staff Sgt. Victor Mancilla/U.S. Marine Corps/AP Photo Soldiers check evacuees
during an evacuation at Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan,
Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021.
It’s the first such meeting since U.S. forces withdrew from Afghanistan in late August,
ending a 20-year military presence there, and the Taliban’s rise to power in the
nation. The talks are to take place in Doha, the capital of the Persian Gulf state of
Qatar.
Taliban spokesman Suhail Shaheen, who is based in Doha, told The Associated Press
on Saturday that the talks will also revisit the peace agreement the Taliban signed
with Washington in 2020.
The agreement had paved the way for the final U.S. withdrawal.
“Yes there is a meeting ... about bilateral relations and implementation of the Doha
agreement,” said Shaheen. “It covers various topics.”
Terrorism will also feature in the talks, said a second official who spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media.
Since the Taliban took power, Islamic State extremists have ramped up attacks on the
militant group, as well as ethnic and religious minorities.
On Friday, an IS suicide bomber killed at least 46 minority Shiite Muslims and
wounded dozens in the deadliest attack since the U.S. departure.

IS has carried out relentless assaults on the country’s Shiite Muslims since emerging
in eastern Afghanistan in 2014. IS is also seen as the greatest threat to the United
States.
The U.S.-Taliban agreement of 2020, which was negotiated by the Trump
administration, demanded the Taliban break ties with terrorist groups and guarantee
Afghanistan would not again harbor terrorists who could attack the United States and
its allies.
It seems certain the two sides will discuss in the weekend talks how to tackle the
growing threat. The Taliban have said they do not want U.S. anti-terrorism assistance
and have warned Washington against any so-called “over-the -horizon” strikes on
Afghan territory from outside the country’s borders.
The United States, meanwhile, would seek to hold Taliban leaders to commitments
that they would allow Americans and other foreign nationals to leave Afghanistan,
along with Afghans who once worked for the U.S. military or government and other
Afghan allies, a U.S. official said.
The official spoke on condition of anonymity because the person was not authorized
to speak by name about the meetings.
The Biden administration has fielded questions and complaints about the slow pace of
U.S.-facilitated evacuations from Taliban-ruled Afghanistan since the U.S.
withdrawal.
State Department spokesman Ned Price said Thursday that 105 U.S. citizens and 95
green card holders had left since then on flights facilitated by the U.S. That number
had not changed for more than a week.
U.S. veterans and other individuals have helped others leave the country on charter
flights, and some Americans and others have gotten out across land borders.
Hundreds of other foreign nationals and Afghans have also left on recent flights.
Dozens of American citizens are still seeking to get out, according to the State
Department, along with thousands of green-card holders and Afghans and family
members believed eligible for U.S. visas.
U.S. officials have cited the difficulty of verifying flight manifests without any
American officials on the ground in Afghanistan to help, along with other hold-ups.
Americans also intend to press the Taliban to observe the rights of women and girls,
many of whom the Taliban are reportedly blocking from returning to jobs and
classrooms, and of Afghans at large, and to form an inclusive government, the official
said.
S. officials will also encourage Taliban officials to give humanitarian agencies free
access to areas in need amid the economic upheaval following the U.S. departure and
Taliban takeover.

The official stressed the session did not imply the U.S. was recognizing the Taliban as
legitimate governors of the country.

Kamala Harris skips US-Mexico border-security meeting, goes to New Jersey
instead
Brie Stimson - Fox News
Several top members of the Biden administration were in Mexico City on Friday for a
meeting with Mexican officials regarding security along the U.S.-Mexico border. But
Vice President Kamala Harris wasn't among them.
Harris, whom President Biden appointed in March to manage the U.S. response to the
migrant crisis along the border, went to New Jersey instead.
Attending Friday's high-level talks in Mexico's capital were Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas and U.S. Attorney
General Merrick Garland.
Ken Salazar, a former U.S. senator from Colorado who now serves as the U.S.
ambassador to Mexico, also attended.
"Today's High-Level Security Dialogue marks an important new phase in the
US-Mexico security partnership," Mayorkas tweeted Friday.
"We will work together under a new framework to guide our joint efforts, and work
toward our shared goals of security and prosperity for our two nations."
Harris, meanwhile, traveled to the Garden State, visiting a daycare center at
Montclair State University in Little Falls and a vaccination site at Essex County
Community College in Newark to promote the Biden administration’s agenda.
The vice president last visited the border in June, spending several hours in El Paso,
Texas, while on her way to her home in California. It’s the only time she’s been to the
border since taking office.

Getty Images U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris plays bingo with children at Ben
Samuels Children's Center at Montclair State University in Little Falls, New Jersey,
U.S., on Friday, Oct. 8, 2021. Getty Images
She then traveled to Los Angeles again the very next weekend, spending the July 4
holiday at her home.
Harris has faced relentless criticism from Republicans, who say her avoidance of the
border region has deprived her of valuable first-hand knowledge of border-related
issues.
"Vice President Harris is ignoring the real problem areas along our southern border
that are not protected by the border wall and are being overrun by the federal
government’s ill-thought-out, open border policies," Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said in
a statement ahead of her late June trip.
Harris and her spokespeople have countered that she has focused on
behind-the-scenes discussions with Latin American leaders regarding the "root
causes" of migration, such as poverty and political corruption in countries such as
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador.
Likely in reaction to GOP criticism, Harris told potential migrants, "Do not come" to
the U.S. when she visited Guatemala in early June.
She also raised eyebrows for faltering on questions asked by reporters about the
border at the time.
"I haven't been to Europe. I mean, I don't understand the point you are making,"
Harris laughed off a question from "NBC Nightly News" anchor Lester Holt about
whether she planned to go to the border before her June visit toTexas was scheduled.
"Since March, Vice President Kamala Harris has been leading the Administration’s
diplomatic efforts to address the root causes of migration from El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras," the White House said in a statement during the summer
promoting its Root Causes Strategy plan.

" She has worked with bilateral, multilateral, and private sector partners, as well as
civil society leaders, to help people from the region find hope at home."
The White House didn’t immediately return Fox News’ late-night request for
comment.

Afghan refugees are coming to central Pa.; organization scrambles to prepare for
their arrival
Ivey DeJesus - pennlive.com
Truong Phuong is in a bit of a scramble.

Ivey DeJesus | idejesus/pennlive.com Truong Phuong, (second from left), executive
director of the International Service Center in Harrisburg, is working with a small
staff of volunteers to prepare for the arrival of Afghan refugee families. On the left is
Dyna Mohmand; to the right of Phuong is Anthony Ossamang, and Maiwand Salihee
and his son Omar.
As executive director of the International Service Center, Phuong has spent decades
helping families who fled their homelands and landed in the U.S. with little more than
the clothes on their backs.
Usually he is well organized. Not this time around.
Any day now, Phuong expects the arrival of the first wave of Afghan refugee families
to central Pennsylvania.
He knows they are due to arrive: He just doesn’t know when, for certain, nor how
many exactly. It could be two families — as he has been told — or the number could
be considerably higher.

Regardless, Phuong is trying to put together a staff and team of volunteers to help
coordinate all that has to be done ahead of their arrival, and to help the new arrivals
secure housing and fill basic needs, including food, clothing, toiletries and furniture.
“What happened in Afghanistan created panic here,” said Phuong on Friday, during
a meeting with a few of his volunteers. “We didn’t know what to do.”
More than 100,000 people were airlifted out of Kabul in a chaotic exodus late last
month after President Joe Biden announced that U.S. troops would withdraw, and the
Taliban seized control of strife-torn Afghanistan in just a few weeks. Thousands more
Afghans want to leave.
In recent weeks, the first families of Afghanistan refugees have begun to arrive in
cities across the country. Hundreds are expected to be directed to central
Pennsylvania in the coming weeks.
Church World Service, a refugee resettlement agency that has a Lancaster chapter,
anticipates that at least 50,000 Afghans will arrive in the U.S. in the coming weeks,
according to their website.
That’s more than the number of refugees from all over the world that the United
States has welcomed in the last two years combined.
Central Pennsylvania expects to welcome approximately 30 Afghan refugees each
month for the coming months, spokeswoman Rachel Helwig told LNP this week.
Phuong’s Harrisburg-based organization is working with Church World Service as
well as Bethany Christian Service and Catholic Charities, as they all prepare to
welcome the refugees who have arrived in the U.S. under special immigrant visas.
Phuong this week learned that two families — all told 12 individuals — could arrive
as soon as Monday, but he thinks it is unlikely to be that early, given the formidable
vetting process that the families must first clear.
At the moment, thousands of refugee families, who are considered “parolees” under a
humanitarian parole status, remain housed in eight U.S. military bases. People like
Phuong, whose work it is to help them settle in their eventual homes, are scrambling
to prepare.
Phuong is in desperate need of donations for the families, including children’s
clothing, coats and gloves for the winter, toilet paper, toothpaste and toothbrushes,
bed comforters, linens and just about anything else a family would need to settle into
a home.
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Phuong’s organization is accepting only new
clothing and household items. He simply does not have the staff to launder used
clothing and bed linens.

Phuong also is looking for prepaid cell phones, which families can use to call
relatives, as well as financial donations. Most families will inevitably face legal fees
in coming months.
Phuong’s small number of volunteers is the biggest hurdle at the moment. He needs to
recruit many more.
He is looking for translators, people willing to drive families to appointments, and
volunteers to coordinate communications, public relations and a slew of other tasks
that come with the job of refugee resettlement.
“Right now without anybody to help, it’s 40 hours a week, 10 hours on the weekend.
It’s not enough,” said Phuong, who has applied for a federal grant sponsored by the
U.S. Department of State. “It’s not enough.”
One of his volunteers, Anthony Ossamang, has been coordinating collection and
storage of donations, and working to secure housing for the refugees.
“I have been in a panic,” he said Friday, as he reeled all the items needed, which
includes not only household goods, but the housing itself.
For both Ossamang and Phuong, the refugee narrative is a personal one.
Phuong and his family migrated from Vietnam in 1967 as political asylees.
The Vietnamese Refugee Program did not exist at the time.
Phuong’s father, a high-ranking official in the Republic of Vietnam government, was
jailed by a group of generals who killed the president in 1963. Phuong himself led a
student movement opposing the military dictators. He had to escape from Vietnam to
avoid imprisonment and perhaps death.
Ossamang is a second-generation immigrant whose parents fled Vietnam in the
1970s.
“It’s the same struggle,” Ossamang said. “We were forced to leave and America took
us in.”
Ossamang has been working with about 20 local families to procure the dozens of
donations and already has about 75 percent of what might be needed initially, but will
continue to coordinate donations in preparation for the certain arrival of additional
families.
“He was the first to respond,” Phuong said. “He said, ‘I will make sure the families
that arrive are well taken care of.’”
Ossamang wrote up a mission statement detailing the needs, and he and Phuong have
been replying personally to every person who has made a donation.
Already, Ossamang has collected $600 worth of canned goods.

“That’s all word of mouth,” he said. “No social media.”
Phuong has also accepted an offer from the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank, which
on Friday, pulled its truck up to the loading dock at the International Service Center
to make a delivery of food items.
An associate dean at the Penn State Dickinson School of Law, Jeffrey Dodge, has also
stepped up and enlisted the help of five law students, who are working with Phuong to
navigate the legal hurdles.
“We don’t know anything,” Phuong said. “We have to learn everything.”
Phuong also has enlisted the help of two local Afghan immigrants, Dyna Mohmand
and Maiwand Salihee, who are helping to coordinate communication with the
established Afghan community.
Mohmand notes that families will undoubtedly need assistance with clothing, food
and shelter, but perhaps the greatest need will be cultural adaptation.
“They have to learn how to adapt to the American way of life,” said Mohmand, who
left Afghanistan with her family when she was 13. “It is different from how we used to
live in Afghanistan. It’s totally different here. You have to learn to stand on your own
feet. You have to learn to work and learn the language. Those are daily challenges.”
Salihee, a recent immigrant to the U.S., urged perhaps some understanding from the
central Pennsylvania community.
Many of those families that arrive in the coming weeks will not speak English. Most
have never traveled outside Afghanistan, but like him, they will eventually become
part of the fabric of the community.
“It takes time for them,” Salihee said. “They have to learn English and learn to
adjust to society. It takes time. They will be adapted to everything.”
Salihee, who fled Kabul with his family in August after a visit home turned into a near
catastrophe, said the elder members of the refugee families will especially have a
tough time, but just about everyone will face the challenge of life in a new country.
“When someone is coming from another country they lose everything,” he said.
“Those refugees have lost everything. They will start from zero. They have to be
supported for a while until they find their way out. Maybe it takes a few months,
maybe six months.”
Phuong is anxiously awaiting news about his grant application. In the meantime, he is
certain help will arrive. It always has.
“The help we get is coming from the American people,” he said. “In 1975 when the
Vietnamese came here, they were helped not by the government, but by the people.
Church goers. People from all the churches in the area helped.

Many of those churches took refugees in their own homes. This is what happens here.
That’s what I’m counting on. That’s the beauty of this country. People are willing to
help.”

Biden signs Havana Act into law
Morgan Phillips (Politics Reporter ) - Daily Mail
President Biden on Friday signed into law the Havana Act, a bill that would bolster
support for US officials suffering from the mysterious neurological syndrome known
as 'Havana Syndrome.'
The House passed the bill in September after significant delays. The Senate had
passed the bill in June.
'Civil servants, intelligence officers, diplomats, and military personnel all around the
world have been affected by anomalous health incidents. Some are struggling with
debilitating brain injuries that have curtailed their careers of service to our nation,'
Biden said in a statement after signing the bill.
The bill authorizes funds to compensate personnel for the injuries they suffer and
requires the State Department and Central Intelligence Agency to regularly update
Congress on new cases.
'We are bringing to bear the full resources of the U.S. Government to make available
first-class medical care to those affected and to get to the bottom of these incidents,
including to determine the cause and who is responsible.'
The White House recently issued a new warning regarding Havana Syndrome to
policy staff at the Pentagon- immediately flee the area and report any experience
of pressure, sound or heat in the head.
The new message was delivered at the Pentagon earlier this month and proves to
diplomats, national security staff and intelligence officers that the Biden
administration is taking the reported 'anomalous health incidents' seriously.
New workplace guidelines are just a part of the federal government's plan to respond
faster to potential cases, after it was discovered that a quicker response benefits the
health of the victim and the investigation.
'We need to believe our personnel who are coming forward,' a senior administration
official said according to McClatchy DC. 'People are facing real symptoms.
We are very conscious that people are experiencing something very real, and it is
having a real negative effect on their health. And we're seeing better health outcomes
the sooner we can respond to that.'

The official firmly denied the idea that the syndrome is a 'mass hysteria.' 'The
physical effects we've seen in several cases are very, very real.'

Policy staff at the Pentagon were given new strict warnings surrounding Havana
Syndrome as the White House works to prove that it is taking the potential threat
seriously
Just last week a 2018 State Department report, which suggested that the recorded
noises linked to the earliest cases of Havana Syndrome were caused by crickets, was
declassified.
The report to the Trump administration does not propose that crickets caused the
documented medical symptoms of the mysterious affliction, which more recent
research blames on microwave weapons.
The White House's new guidelines come as the Biden administration has been
condemned for the slow pace of the State Department's responses to reports of
Havana Syndrome.
Just last month, Ambassador Pamela Spratlen, who was appointed by the Biden
administration to oversee the State Department’s response to the incidents left her
role after six months reportedly due to internal arguments with other appointees, The
Hill reported.
This came weeks after US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, was confronted by
diplomats who had Havana Syndrome who claimed they were not being taken
seriously, according to The Hill.
The 2018 report makes clear that recordings from the US Embassy in Cuba actually
captured native crickets and are likely unrelated to whatever caused the symptoms,
according to a copy of the report released to BuzzFeed News.
'We believe the recorded sounds are mechanical or biological in origin, rather than
electronic. The most likely source is the Indies short-tailed cricket,' says the 2018
report written by the JASON advisory group, an elite scientific board that reviews US
national security concerns.
However, it goes on to note: 'It cannot be ruled out that the perceived sounds, while
not harmful, are introduced by an adversary as deception so as to mask an entirely
unrelated mode of causing illness in diplomatic personnel.'

'The objective medical evidence that the suffering experienced by the affected
individuals is real, as is the necessity for therapeutic interventions,' the report adds.

Employees at the embassy recorded the strange sounds (above) but the report argues
that the noises are not directly related to whatever caused their symptoms
Next Slide
Following the original cluster of cases in Cuba, US diplomats and spies around the
world have been struck by the strange affliction, which is characterized by the sudden
onset of headaches, nausea, and vertigo, sometimes followed by lingering symptoms
and documented brain injury.
The chief suspects in the unsolved mystery are Russia and China, possibly employing
microwave devices in an attempt to gather data from mobile devices remotely. Both
countries deny involvement.
The earliest cases date to US diplomatic staff stationed in Havana in late 2016, who
often reported hearing strange noises in conjunction with the onset of symptoms.

Recordings of those noises circulated among embassy staff and eventually leaked to
the public - but the new report suggests that the noises were not directly related to
whatever caused the symptoms of Havana Syndrome.
Sections of the report that deal with hypotheses about potential microwave or other
directed energy weapons are heavily redacted, including the entire conclusions
section.
However the report does suggest that the noises recorded in Havana were not directly
related to whatever caused the medical symptoms.
'No plausible single source of energy (neither radio/microwaves nor sonic) can
produce both the recorded audio/video signals and the reported medical effects,' the
report said.

Provided by Daily Mail
A more recent report commissioned by the State Department and published by a
National Academies of Sciences found that microwaves were the 'most plausible'
cause of the symptoms of Havana Syndrome.
To date, there have been 200 reported cases of the yet-unexplained illness, which the
State Department officials terms 'Anomalous Health Incidents'.

Roughly half of the cases involved CIA officers or their relatives, nearly 60 have been
linked to Department of Defense workers or relatives, and about 50 involved State
Department personnel.
As of August, the illness had reportedly affected American personnel stationed on
every continent excluding Antarctica, including a baby in one case.
Several weeks ago, a CIA agent fell ill with suspected Havana syndrome while on a
work trip to India with CIA Director William Burns, and another agent experienced
the same symptoms about a month ago in Vietnam.
The CIA also evacuated an intelligence officer from Serbia who was suffering from
symptoms within recent weeks, according to a report by The Wall Street Journal.
The circumstances surrounding incidents are being investigating, including if the
agent in India was targeted because of his proximity to Burns.

Provided by Daily Mail

Provided by Daily Mail The energy weapon the could cause Havana syndrome is said
to be a smaller version of this 1990s Soviet microwave generator, which is kept at the
University of New Mexico
'In the past 60 to 90 days, there have been a number of other reported cases' on U.S.
soil and globally, Dr. James Giordano, a Georgetown University professor of
neurology who is advising the U.S. government on the issue, told The WSJ.
'They are seen as valid reports with verified health indicators.'
What's causing Havana Syndrome remains a mystery.
Some theorize that the symptoms are caused inadvertently by surveillance equipment;
while others believe incidents are caused by a mysterious sonic weapon.
Dr. Giordano told The WSJ that the cause could be some form of ultrasonic or
acoustic device; a rapidly-pulsed microwave; or a laser-based system.
He told the outlet that the intent is unclear but it could be employing an electronic
surveillance system with unusual side effects, or 'a discrete form of disruptive
instrument,.
'That's a nice way of saying this is a weapon,' he said.
On September 15, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin issued a memo to DOD employees
to report any symptoms of the so-called Havana Syndrome in an effort to get to the
bottom of the mysterious illness.
Austin advised personnel who believe they have come down with Havana Syndrome to,
'Immediately remove yourself, coworkers, and/or family member from the area, and
report the incident,' according to the memo, first reported on by the New York Times.

Provided by Daily Mail The memo was issued to all 2.9million DOD employees,
including service members, civilians and contractors.

Provided by Daily Mail Although referred to as Anomalous Health Incidents by US
government officials, the Havana Syndrome earned its colloquial name from the first
reported instance of the illness in 2016 at the US embassy in Havana, Cuba (pictured)
What is 'Havana Syndrome'?
The problem has been labeled the 'Havana Syndrome,' because the first cases affected
personnel in 2016 at the U.S. Embassy in Cuba.
At least 200 cases across the government are now under investigation, up from
several dozen last year, according to a U.S. defense official who was not authorized
to discuss details publicly. The National Security Council is leading the investigation.
People who are believed to have been affected have reported headaches, dizziness
and symptoms consistent with concussions, with some requiring months of medical
treatment. Some have reported hearing a loud noise before the sudden onset of
symptoms.
Investigators believe there are at least four cases involving Trump White House
officials.
Advocates for those affected accuse the U.S. government of long failing to take the
problem seriously or provide the necessary medical care and benefits.
US senators said last month that the government is investigating an apparent increase
in the mysterious directed-energy attacks.
Symptoms include:
-hearing loss
-severe headaches
-memory issues
-dizziness
-brain injury
The request came amid a stepped-up investigation by the US government into the
causes of the illness, and to discover who or what might be responsible.
'There's a classic intelligence problem, and we are approaching it with the same
techniques,' David S. Cohen, deputy CIA director said at the annual Intelligence and
National Security Summit in September, The New York Times reported.
'This is a serious issue. It's real, it's affecting our officers, it's affecting others around
their community and in government.'
In August, Vice President Kamala Harris' trip to Vietnam was delayed by more than
three hours due to an 'anomalous health incident in Hanoi,' which is what the U.S.
government officially calls suspected Havana syndrome cases.
In May reports emerged that some US officials suspect Russia's infamous foreign
intelligence agency - the GRU - could be the culprit.

A US military officer based in a country with a large Russian presence also said he
felt like his head was going to explode during one incident when he was near a GRU
vehicle.
And Politico reported that government investigators are examining a suspected attack
on US personnel in Miami last year.
Earlier in July, former CIA officer and Iraq and Afghanistan veteran Marc
Polymeropolous claimed that he was zapped by one of the attacks while visiting a
Moscow hotel room in 2017 and blamed it for destroying his career, as well as
debilitating headaches that he continues to get.
In October 2020, a story emerged of diplomat Mark Lenzi, 45, who was stationed in
Guangzhou, China, in 2017, when he developed unexplained symptoms, including
headaches, memory loss and trouble sleeping.
His neighbor Catherine Werner also fell ill and fellow US official Robyn Garfield was
evacuated from Shanghai with his family in June 2018.
The incidents in China cast doubt on theories that Russia was behind the attacks,
since it is a country where Russian intelligence would have trouble operating.
However, some believed that the attack made China a less likely suspect, questioning
whether Beijing's intelligence service would strike on its own turf.
Wuhan, U.S. Scientists Planned to Make Coronaviruses, Documents Leaked by
DRASTIC Show
Ed Browne - Newsweek
Scientists in the U.S. and China planned to create coronavirus genomes in order to
study them, leaked documents show according to experts who spoke to Newsweek.

HECTOR RETAMAL/AFP via Getty Images Security personnel stand outside the
Wuhan Institute of Virology in China on February 3, 2021.

The plan was outlined in a proposal by the U.S. research organization EcoHealth
Alliance to the U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), which
was leaked in September by a group of online researchers and correspondents known
as the Decentralized Radical Autonomous Search Team Investigating COVID-19
(DRASTIC). The documents could not be verified by Newsweek.
EcoHealth Alliance has been under scrutiny in recent months due to its work with the
Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV), a facility in the Chinese city of Wuhan that was
the original epicenter of the COVID pandemic and where researchers study bat
viruses. This research has placed it at the center of COVID lab leak theories.
Newsweek has previously reported on how DRASTIC uncovered details about
research at the WIV, and how EcoHealth Alliance funneled U.S. government money to
the lab.
The proposal, for a project called DEFUSE, details how scientists from EcoHealth
Alliance and the Wuhan Institute of Virology wanted to study the threat of bat-borne
coronaviruses by sequencing samples from cave bats, reverse-engineering those
samples to produce viruses, and then inserting these into mice to see what would
happen in order to prepare for possible human outbreaks.
Coronaviruses are made up of RNA strands that are tens of thousands of letters long.
Sequencing is the technique used to "read" these letters, and in doing so scientists can
determine what sort of variant the virus is and track where it has spread.
One section of the proposal details how researchers wanted to sequence data "from a
panel of closely related coronavirus strains, compare the genomes, and scan for
errors."
It went on: "Consensus candidate genomes will be synthesized commercially using
established techniques and genome-length RNA and electroporation to recover
recombinant viruses."
Richard Ebright, board of governors professor of chemistry and chemical biology at
Rutgers University in New Jersey, told Newsweek that a consensus sequence refers to
a virus sequence that is obtained by putting a number of sequences together and
recording the similarities between them.
"In theory," he said, "a consensus sequence represents an ideal, most highly
functional, sequence."
Sequencing viruses is hard and commonly throws up errors. That is why you need to
do it multiple times in order to identify these errors—which would make the synthetic
virus non-viable otherwise.
On Tuesday, U.K. newspaper The Telegraph cited an anonymous World Health
Organization (WHO) "collaborator" who said this section of the proposal shows that
the U.S. and Wuhan scientists aimed to "create a new sequence that is essentially the
average of [other coronaviruses].

It would be a new virus sequence, not a 100 per cent match to anything."
The collaborator went on to say the scientists would then create a virus from this
sequence that "did not exist in nature."
It is a view that Ebright shares. He told Newsweek that this part of the proposal
"explicitly" shows that researchers wanted to use synthetic coronavirus genomes to
"create novel consensus coronaviruses."
However, other scientists Newsweek spoke to disputed this interpretation.
Robert Garry, a doctor of microbiology and a virology researcher at the Tulane
University School of Medicine in Louisiana, said: "What they are proposing to do
here is reconstitute [reconstruct] bat viruses related to SARS-CoV-1 [the viruses that
causes SARS] already found in nature, not create a new virus genome... You certainly
could not have generated SARS-CoV-2 [the virus that causes COVID] this way.”
"In fact what the DARPA applicants are proposing is the exact opposite... They are
creating a virus genome that 100 percent already exists in nature.”
"Not all virologists are comic book villains trying to assemble deadly viruses to
purposefully or accidentally release on the world."
Jeremy S. Rossman, honorary senior lecturer in virology at the University of Kent,
England, echoed the point.
He told Newsweek that the scientists were "not combining different viruses together to
create a new totally different virus but using a technique to address the technical
hurdle of sequencing new viruses—that sequencing errors occur.
"So to avoid the consequences of sequencing errors they create a consensus sequence
from repeated sequences. This is not a way to create a new virus but a way to
accurately recover the actual sequence of the starting virus they found in the cave."
Professor Andrew Rambaut, member of the Institute of Evolutionary Biology in the
School of Biological Sciences at the University of Edinburgh, U.K., said the proposal
showed that scientists wanted to compare closely related virus samples to correct
sequencing errors and construct the corrected genomes.
This would be done to "reconstruct as closely as possible the viruses that were in the
sample originally," he said. In other words, the team was aiming to make a virus that
was the same as previous ones, not new.
"The whole point of the proposal was to assess the viruses found in bats to look at
their potential for causing human epidemics," he said. "Creating arbitrarily different
viruses would tell you nothing and is not what they were proposing to do."
The technique is not unique or unusual, according to David Evans, professor of
virology at The Willie Russell Laboratories at the University of St Andrews, U.K.

Evans chimed with others that the method would not necessarily produce a new virus
never before seen in nature, because it would be impossible to know unless the
scientists went and sequenced every other virus in existence.
He also did not think the approach was necessarily risky. "The construction of
chimeric viruses representing the 'average' sequence within a diverse population is
not in my view inherently risky or dangerous. I don't think the use of this approach
either helps support or refute the claims that SARS-CoV-2 is a 'lab leak,'" he said.
DARPA previously told Newsweek it "has never funded directly, nor indirectly as a
subcontractor, any activity or researcher associated with the EcoHealth Alliance or
Wuhan Institute of Virology."
Why, then, was the DEFUSE proposal rejected by DARPA? According to a document
released by DRASTIC, the defense agency rejected the proposal partly because it did
not provide adequate ethical or regulatory considerations.
For DRASTIC, though, the issue is a matter of downright danger. In a letter signed by
several DRASTIC members calling for the sacking of EcoHealth Alliance president
Peter Daszak, scientists wrote that the proposal aimed to create "novel chimeric
viruses that are optimized to infect humans and that could unleash unknown and
untold havoc," and that the proposal was "at best incredibly sloppy when it comes to
biosafety."
One section of the proposal states that scientists intended to insert synthesized viral
spike proteins into SARS-CoV backbones and then insert these into humanized mice.
The proposal suggests this would not have counted as notorious gain-of-function
research, which aims to increase the activity of a virus, and which the U.S. at one
stage banned because of the associated risks.
Craig Kaplan, associate professor in the University of Pittsburgh's Department of
Biological Sciences, tweeted that the DEFUSE proposal was "totally irresponsible"
for suggesting the research would not have counted as gain-of-function.
Newsweek has contacted EcoHealth Alliance for comment. Newsweek was unable to
contact the WIV, and attempted to contact the facility via EcoHealth Alliance.

Biden administration cancels remaining Laredo, Rio Grande Valley contracts for
Trump's border wall, angering Republican lawmakers
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The Department of Homeland Security on Friday said it would cancel the remaining
construction contracts for former President Donald Trump's border wall.
The contracts related to two sections of the US-Mexico border in Texas: Laredo and
the Rio Grande Valley area, the DHS said in a press release.
The move came months after the Biden administration cancelled two contracts that
spanned about 31 miles of the US-Mexico border in Texas.
DHS said it planned to begin environmental studies for border barrier "system
projects." However, those "activities will not involve any construction of new border
barrier or permanent land acquisition," it said.
The construction of barriers along the southern US border has become a highly
partisan issue. President Donald Trump sought to build a "big, beautiful wall," but
others raised questions about whether barriers would solve the problems that drove
asylum-seekers to the US in the first place.
Friday's move by the Biden administration raised the ire of a handful of Republican
lawmakers, including Rep. Dan Crenshaw, of Texas.
"Impeach Mayorkas," Crenshaw said on Twitter, referring to Alejandro Mayorkas,
secretary of homeland security.
"Canceling construction of the border wall isn't going to solve the Biden Border
Crisis," Sen. Tom Cotton, of Arkansas, said on Twitter.
Earth Justice, an environmental nonprofit that had sued the Trump
administration over the wall, on Friday said canceling the projects would save "71
river miles in Webb and Zapata counties from destruction." The group said the
projects would have cost more than $1 billion.

In June, the White House returned $2 billion from border wall projects to the military.
Trump's administration had diverted those funds.
"Building a massive wall that spans the entire southern border and costs American
taxpayers billions of dollars is not a serious policy solution or responsible use of
federal funds," The White House Office of Management and Budget said at the time.

