The latest News Around Us in May #7
Ukraine’s Getting Harpoon Anti-Ship Missiles. They Could Free Up A Whole Tank
Brigade.
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes
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Denmark will donate to Ukraine a truck-mounted launcher for Harpoon anti-ship
missiles, U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin announced on Monday.
The Danish government pledged the quad Harpoon launcher, which has been in
storage since at least 2003, during a virtual meeting of the so-called Ukraine Defense
Contact Group earlier the same day.
The Contact Group includes more than 40 ministers and chiefs of defense including
Austin and Ukrainian minister of defense Oleksii Reznikov. It’s a forum for Reznikov
to express his country’s military needs as its wider war with Russia enters its fourth
month.
“I'm especially grateful to Denmark, which announced today that it will provide a
Harpoon launcher and missiles to help Ukraine defend its coast,” Austin said.
It’s not hard to guess what the Ukrainians will do with the launcher. Send it to Odesa,
Ukraine’s strategic port on the country’s western Black Sea coast, in order to protect
the port from attack by the Russian Black Sea Fleet.
Not only could the Harpoon safeguard Odesa, through which three-quarters of
Ukraine’s pre-war trade flowed—it also could free up some of the ground forces
currently defending Odesa against a possible landing by the Black Sea Fleet’s
battered amphibious flotilla.
Ukrainian commanders urgently need those forces farther east along the main line of
contact with the Russian army.

The ex-Danish Harpoon launcher should be able to plug into Ukraine’s existing
coastal-defense system. After scuttling the frigate Hetman Sahaydachniy in order to
keep her from falling into Russian hands, the Ukrainian navy no longer has any large
warships. But the navy does have locally-made Neptune anti-ship missiles plus
missile-armed TB-2 drones—and has used them to devastating effect.
The Ukrainians holed the Black Sea Fleet cruiser Moskva with a pair of Neptune
anti-ship missiles on April 14, eventually sinking her and depriving the Black Sea
Fleet of its only ship with long-range air-defenses.
Satellite-controlled TB-2s firing 10-mile-range MAM laser-guided missiles also have
struck four of the Russians’ eight Raptor-class patrol boats, whose main role lately
has been to shepherd landing craft to the Russian garrison on Snake Island, which
sits astride the sea lane to Odesa.
There aren’t many vessels left that can, or will, escort the landing craft. So of course
the TB-2s have plinked some of the undefended craft, too.
Turkey controls the Bosphorous Strait, the only waterway connecting the Black Sea to
the Mediterranean Sea and thus the open ocean. Ankara is a strong backer of
Ukraine’s independence—remember, the TB-2 is a Turkish product—and has not
allowed the Russian navy to send in fresh ships to make good the Black Sea Fleet’s
losses.
In the aftermath of Moskva’s sinking, the Russians pulled their two remaining Black
Sea surface combatants—the frigates Admiral Grigorovich and Admiral
Essen—beyond range of the shore-based Neptune. Eighty miles or so.
Once the Harpoon launcher arrives, the frigates might have to pull back even farther.
Some versions of the sea-hugging, subsonic Harpoon missile—with its radar seeker
and 500-pound warhead—can travel a hundred miles or more.
An anti-ship missile is only as good as its targeting, of course. A Harpoon needs to
know where to go before it switches on its seeker.
The Ukrainian navy has options. The TB-2s, of course. But also ground radars. The
United States and its NATO allies also have been sharing intelligence with Ukraine.
Alliance drones and manned surveillance aircraft have been flying over the Black Sea
nearly non-stop since the Russians attacked on Feb. 23.
After Moskva sank, the U.K. Defense Ministry concluded a Russian landing in Odesa
wasn’t feasible. An amphibious assault will be even less feasible with a Harpoon
launcher guarding the city.
That’s good news for the Ukrainian army, which has been keeping a fresh tank
brigade in Odesa, just in case. Overlapping anti-ship defenses finally could free
up the 5th Tank Brigade and its 100 T-72 tanks to roll east and join the fight around
Russian-occupied Kherson—or farther east to Donbas, where the Russians have been
advancing in recent days.

It’s unclear when the Danes plan to send the Harpoon launcher. Sooner would be
better for Ukraine.
Biden’s Words on Taiwan Leave Allies in an Awkward Spot
Zolan Kanno-Youngs - The New York Times
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TOKYO — Even before President Biden traveled to Tokyo this week to strengthen a
partnership with Australia, India and Japan, the alliance was struggling to present a
united front, as India refrained from condemning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Doug Mills/The New York Times President Joe Biden during a meeting with Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese of Australia at the Akasaka Palace in Tokyo on Tuesday.
Now, with remarks that President Biden made about Taiwan on Monday, the
Indo-Pacific bloc is facing another, unexpected complication.

On the eve of a summit of the four nations, Mr. Biden said he would defend the
democratic island militarily if it were invaded by China, sending shock waves around
the globe and placing the allies in a tricky position as they seek to avoid further
antagonizing Beijing.

Doug Mills/The New York Times President Joe Biden with Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida of Japan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India and Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese of Australia as they arrive for a Quad meeting in Tokyo on
Tuesday.
On Tuesday in Tokyo, Mr. Biden sought to temper his comments. Standing alongside
the three other leaders of the grouping known as the Quad, he said his administration
had not abandoned the “strategic ambiguity” over Taiwan long embraced by the
United States.
Asked if he would send in troops if China attacked Taiwan, Mr. Biden said, “The
policy has not changed at all.”
Still, his comments the day before, when he answered “yes” after being asked by a
reporter if he “was willing to get involved militarily to defend Taiwan,” left political
leaders around the world trying to determine his true thinking and calibrate their own
positions.
Mr. Biden’s remarks presented an immediate and probably unwanted challenge for
Australia’s new prime minister, Anthony Albanese. Just hours after he was sworn in
on Monday, Mr. Albanese flew to Tokyo with his new foreign minister, Penny Wong,
who had harshly criticized her party’s election opponents during the campaign for
suggesting that Australia would follow the United States into any war over Taiwan.

Doug Mills/The New York Times President Joe Biden meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of India on Tuesday. Mr. Modi has resisted pressure to condemn
Russia for invading Ukraine.
“Am-ping up the prospect of war against a superpower is the most dangerous election
tactic in Australian history,” Ms. Wong said at the time.
Before the election, analysts had expected Mr. Albanese, if he became prime minister,
to shift the government’s tone toward China, even if he did not make any major policy
changes.
Australia’s previous prime minister, Scott Morrison, often spoke about the Chinese
government with belligerence as relations hit a decades-long nadir.
While Mr. Albanese was on his way to Tokyo, China’s premier, Li Keqiang, offered a
message of congratulations, ending an almost three-year-long freeze in diplomacy
between Australia and China with a call for “sound and stable” relations.
Chinese state media said the meeting of the Quad, which it has called an anti-China
alliance, would be viewed as an immediate test of Mr. Albanese’s “political wisdom.”

Doug Mills/The New York Times President Biden with Rahm Emanuel, the U.S.
ambassador to Japan, before boarding Air Force One to leave Tokyo on Tuesday.
Now, raising questions once more about whether Australia would support a military
defense of Taiwan could throw off whatever détente might be emerging. It also might
shift the focus from subjects Mr. Albanese’s government would rather emphasize:
greater ambition on climate change and increased aid and diplomatic engagement
with countries in Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands.
Mr. Albanese and his administration would prefer “cautious, incremental change” on
China, said James Curran, a historian at the University of Sydney. At the same time,
he added: “They will not want to be seen easing up the pressure in terms of our policy
on China.”
Japan, too, was put in a complicated position. With Japan’s westernmost inhabited
island just 65 miles from Taiwan, a war with China could pull a nation that has
disavowed armed conflict into dangerous territory.
The Japanese government is moving toward a large increase in defense spending as it
confronts China’s growing ambitions in the region, and it has discussed plans to
acquire weapons capable of striking missile launch sites in enemy territory.
But in contrast to Mr. Biden’s declaration on Monday, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
of Japan made an effort to maintain ambiguity when asked about Taiwan. “Our two
countries’ basic position on Taiwan remains unchanged,” Mr. Kishida said.
While some hawks in Mr. Kishida’s governing Liberal Democratic Party said they
were pleased that Mr. Biden had revealed his “true intentions,” more cautious voices
expressed concern that the president could heighten tensions with China and
accelerate an arms race.
Still, as the Quad leaders met on Tuesday, they sought to play up consensus where
they could. The bloc announced new initiatives on cyber-security, space, vaccine
distribution and a data-sharing partnership to monitor shipping routes in the South
China Sea, an effort to combat what the administration has described as aggressive
maritime tactics by China in the region.

The nations released a joint statement calling for “peace and stability” in Ukraine
and acknowledged “the tragic humanitarian crisis” the war had created. At the start
of his meeting with Mr. Modi of India, Mr. Biden said the two of them would discuss
the “unjustified invasion of Ukraine.” But Mr. Modi did not mention Russia.
His nation has been hesitant to criticize the Kremlin, in part out of fear of
undermining its security and economic ties. Biden administration officials said that
while the two nations disagreed on Russia, they could still collaborate on investments
in the Indo-Pacific region that counter China’s growing influence.
Mr. Kishida, in a news conference after his own meeting with Mr. Modi, stressed that
the two countries agreed on principles like the rule of law and sovereignty.
“No one should mistake the Quad for a partnership based on shared values, despite
rhetoric along those lines,” said Aaron Connelly, a research fellow at the
International Institute for Strategic Studies in Singapore.
“The real hope among the four governments is that it develops into a balancing
coalition which deters Beijing from aggressive actions along China’s periphery. This
a coalition based on realpolitik, not values.”
Mr. Connelly, however, noted that “there is a lot of skepticism toward the Quad in
Southeast Asia,” where nations are feeling unwanted pressure to choose sides
between the United States and China.
“Many here see it as heightening geopolitical tensions in ways that raise risks,” Mr.
Connelly said.
Mr. Biden’s remarks on Taiwan came as the United States launched a new economic
framework with a dozen other allies meant to counter China’s dominance. Wang Yi,
China’s foreign minister, said on Monday that the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
should not become a tool for America to “coerce regional countries to choose sides,”
and he said attempts to box China in were bound to fail.
While China’s initial response on Monday to the president’s comments was relatively
muted, Wang Wenbin, a spokesman for the foreign ministry, escalated his language
on Tuesday, accusing the United States of implicitly supporting Taiwanese
independence, a red line that Beijing has said it will never allow to be crossed.
“If it continues down the wrong path, this will not only cause irreversible damage to
U.S.-China relations, but will also in the end make America pay an unbearable price,”
Mr. Wang said.
He quoted an old Chinese song: “When a friend comes, there is good wine; if a jackal
comes, he will be greeted with a shotgun.”
Rahm Emanuel, the U.S. ambassador to Japan, said China’s words reflected its
isolation.
“China wants America out of their backyard,” he said.
“They hate that we have allies and friends, since it highlights all that they have is
subjects and dependents. Everything we do in defense, national security, economic
partnership and political engagement underscores our alliances and staying power.”

*** Reporting was contributed by Vivian Wang in Hong Kong, John Liu in Taipei,
Damien Cave in Sydney, Australia, and Motoko Rich in Tokyo.

German man on trial for supplying Russian chemical weapons program
Kieran Burke - Deutsche Welle
Trial of a German businessman accused of trying to "promote production of chemical
weapons" begins in Dresden. The man has been custody since May 2021.A German
businessman accused of exporting armaments for Russia's chemical and nuclear
weapons program appeared before the Higher Regional Court of Dresden on
Tuesday.

Sebastian Kahnert/dpa/picture alliance The accused allegedly sold goods worth
around €1 million via a Russian firm directed by the secret service.
The man is accused of violating the War Weapons Control Act and the Foreign Trade
and Payments Act and has been in custody since May 2021.
What do German prosecutors say?
Prosecutors allege that since 2017, Alexander S. attempted to "promote the
production of chemical weapons" by brokering the delivery of equipment from a
Chinese manufacturer to Russia, in violation of the War Weapons Control Act.
The accused was also alleged to have exported goods ten times without a necessary
license and was also accused of acting "for the secret service of a foreign power."
German officials say the defendant is a managing director of a trading company in
Saxony. Since 2017, he was alleged to have sold goods worth around E1 million
($1.07 million) via a Russian firm believed to be directed by the Russian secret
service.

Prosecutors say the accused knew that the exported items could be used in both
civilian and military sectors and could also be used in the development of "ABC
weapons" -- short for atomic, biological and chemical weapons.
The man is alleged to have tried to conceal the destination of the consignments by
providing fake receipts.
Germany wants to stamping out proliferation
Germany's Federal Prosecutor's Office says the country has made an international
commitment to prevent the proliferation of technology enabling the production or
distribution of weapons of mass destruction.
Any export of this nature needs to be in compliance with the Foreign Trade and
Military Weapons Control Act.
High-tech civilian products could also fall into this category if the potential use could
be for military purposes.
*** Editor's note: DW follows the German press code, which stresses the importance
of protecting the privacy of suspected criminals or victims and obliges us to refrain
from revealing full names in such cases.
*** Edited by Darko Janjevic.
Armored vehicles restored at Letterkenny Army Depot returned ‘like new’ to the
U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center in Carlisle.
Dan Gleiter - PennLive.com

DAN GLEITER/pennlive.com/TNS
Looking as good as the day they rolled off their respective factory assembly lines, two
pieces of U.S. Army history were returned yesterday to the U.S. Army Heritage and
Education Center in Carlisle.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The Bradley Fighting Vehicle before being
offloaded from a truck.
An M109 Paladin, a 155m self-propelled howitzer, and a Bradley Fighting Vehicle
were both in need of a repaint and exterior restoration, and that is where Letterkenny
Army Depot stepped in to provide the expertise needed to preserve the Army’s history.
In the fall of 2021, both armored vehicles arrived at the depot, where the process of
sanding, prepping, and painting, with an eye toward historical accuracy, began under
the skilled care of workers in the Process Support Division.
“The Process Support Division within Letterkenny Army Depot is extremely honored
and proud of the opportunity to work with the U.S. Army Heritage and Education
Center,” said Jeff Barnhart, the chief of PSD.
“Not only are we supporting the mission and story that U.S. AHEC captures, but
we’re also able to showcase the talent of our employees here in PSD.”

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The M109 Paladin is towed into position.

This project was the first of its kind for the division, whose efforts typically support
the depot’s reset and recapitalization mission. The M109 Paladin formerly greeted
visitors to AHEC, where it was on display at the entrance to the facility.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The Bradley Fighting Vehicle is towed into
position.
Two armored vehicles were returned to the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center
display in Carlisle after getting repainted and restored at Letterkenny Army Depot in
Chambersburg. May 23, 2022. The M109 was built in 1982 at York-based BAE
Systems, which donated the howitzer to AHEC. It has been on display since
September, 2010.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS

The Bradley Fighting Vehicle formerly stood as part of a HESCO Bastion barrier
checkpoint display on the AHEC Heritage Trail.
The Bradley now greets visitors to AHEC, where is now on display at the entrance to
the facility, in the spot where the restored M109 once stood.
“It’s really satisfying to see what these assets looked like when they came in and what
the final product looks like,” said Daniel Bowman, a sander and prepped within PSD.
“Just seeing the transformation; it’s just awesome.”
“It’s a piece of history,” Bowman said. “It’s awesome to see the mechanics of the
Howitzer and how things operate.”
Clinton Buchanan has worked as a painter in PSD for over seven years, and this
project marked his first experience painting this type of asset. “It was really
rewarding to paint the tank itself,” Buchanan said. “This was the first tank I’ve ever
worked on.”
“The camouflage pattern gave us some challenges,” Buchanan said. “It just took a
little more precision to get it just right.”
Letterkenny Army Depot is the Army’s premier professional organic maintenance
facility that provides overhaul, repair and modifications for tactical missile air
defense and space systems, electric power generation equipment and various military
vehicles, support systems and protection programs.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The M109 Paladin is towed into position.
LEAD is a subordinate of U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command. It is the Air and
Missile Defense and Long Range Precision Fires depot, supporting systems for the
Department of Defense, foreign partners and industry. Letterkenny Army Depot was
established in 1942 and is a government-owned and -operated industrial installation
located in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The Bradley Fighting Vehicle before being
offloaded from a truck.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The Bradley Fighting Vehicle before being
offloaded from a truck.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The Bradley Fighting Vehicle before being
offloaded from a truck.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS Daniel Bowman, a paint prepped at
Letterkenny Army Depot, touches up the paint on the Bradley Fighting Vehicle after it
was towed into position.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The M109 Paladin before being offloaded
from the truck.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS Daniel Bowman, a paint prepped at
Letterkenny Army Depot, touches up the paint on the Bradley Fighting Vehicle after it
was towed into position.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The Bradley Fighting Vehicle is towed into
position.

Dan Gleiter | dgleiter@pennlive.com/TNS The M109 Paladin after being towed into
position.

Who is Kanamat Botashev? Russia's Highest Ranking Air force Commander Killed
Brendan Cole - Newsweek
Atop Russian air force commander has reportedly been killed in the Ukraine war,
delivering another blow to Vladimir Putin's invasion.

Ukrainian military center This image shows Retired Russian Air Force Major
General Kanamat Botashev. He was reportedly shot down and killed which if
confirmed, would make him the highest ranking Russian Air force commander to be
killed.
Information about the reported shooting down of retired Russian Air Force Major
General Kanamat Botashev was confirmed to BBC Russian by three of his former
subordinates.
On Sunday, May 22, the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said a Russian
Sukhoi (SU-25) attack aircraft was shot down over the Luhansk region and that the
pilot did not have time to eject.
Reports soon appeared on Russian Telegram channels that Botashev was the pilot,
which were backed up by the accounts of his former colleagues, whom the BBC said
wanted to keep their identities anonymous. Newsweek has contacted the Russian
defense ministry.
Botashev is the highest-ranking Russian pilot whose death has been reported,
according to the BBC. The outlet noted that based on open sources, Russia has lost at
least 31 military pilots in the war. It comes amid Western intelligence assessments
that Russia has not gained air supremacy since the war started on February 24.
"Goodbye Commander. There are few people on this planet who lived in the sky like
you. The sky takes the best, today it took you,” was the message on the Telegram
channel Fighter-bomber, which is a forum for Russian military pilots.
How the 63-year-old retired general ended up piloting a Su-25 in Ukraine is unknown,
although former subordinates told the BBC that he "simply could not stay away.”
There has been a recruitment drive in Russia since the start of March. Russian
military registration and enlistment offices, patriotic organizations and the mercenary

group PMC Wagner have been actively campaigning to attract candidates to fight in
Ukraine.
There are reports that at least nine retired Russian soldiers aged over 50 have died in
Ukraine.
Botashev was born in 1959 in Karachay-Cherkessia and graduated from the Yeysk
Higher Military Aviation Institute, qualifying as a fighter-bomber pilot. He rose from
lieutenant to general.
However, he was dismissed from the military in 2013 when he was accused of
crashing an Su-27 fighter near the city of Petrozavodsk, which he did not have
permission to fly.
He then worked as deputy chairman for aviation of the Volunteer Society for
Cooperation with the Army, Aviation, and Navy in the Leningrad region.
There has been an unusually high number of top-ranking Russian officers who have
been killed so far in the war. Ukrainian sources said that at least 12 generals had
died, it was reported on May 12.
*** Update 05/24/22, 11:06 a.m. EDT: This article has been updated with further
information about Major General Kanamat Botashev.

Ukrainian Fighters Destroy Russian Fuel Tanker and Armored Vehicles
Lee Bullen & Zenger News - Newsweek

45oabr/Zenger
Ukrainian fighters destroyed a Russian fuel tanker and several armored vehicles
found by drones, Ukrainian military officials say.

The 45th Separate Artillery Brigade of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said on May 22:
"BOOM, effective combat test drive of the Ukrainian UAV SPECTATOR of the 45th
OABR!
"There is always work for drones in the unit on the front line. Air reconnaissance
provided the data – and there was a worthy target, a hostile object.”
"The drone took off for reconnaissance work in the evening and confirmed the target.
In the early morning the next day, they took off again with the support of 2S7 [Pion
artillery] and it worked out well.
"The hot smell of the Ukrainian Pion, as it is called, is the last thing the occupiers
felt.
"The orcs are down a tanker and several units of armored vehicles. We are in a great
mood from our effective cooperation.
"And an invitation to all manufacturers of modern military equipment and the latest
weapons - welcome, we have a real, real test site for your products!”
"As a result, the racists are minus one tanker and several units of light armored
vehicles. To be continued...
"Believe in the Armed Forces of Ukraine! Glory to Ukraine!”
Russian troops invaded Ukraine on February 24 in what the Kremlin is still calling a
"special military operation.” May 23 marks the 89th day of the campaign.
From February 24 to May 23, the total combat losses of Russian troops stand at
around 29,200 personnel, according to the General Staff of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine.
The Ukrainian military also claims that Russia has lost 1,293 tanks, 3,166 armored
fighting vehicles, 604 artillery systems, 201 multiple launch rocket systems, 93
anti-aircraft systems, 204 warplanes, 170 helicopters, 2,206 motor vehicles and fuel
tankers, 13 vessels, 476 unmanned aerial vehicles, 43 units of special equipment, and
110 cruise missiles.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky called Russia's invasion of Ukraine an
"absolute failure” and said Russian leaders were afraid to acknowledge "that
catastrophic mistakes were made at the highest military and state level”.
Zelensky also said that said Ukraine is determined to reclaim control over the
southern cities of Kherson, Melitopol, Berdiansk, Enerhodar, and Mariupol, currently
occupied by Russian forces.

Duterte hits Putin: I kill criminals, not children, elders
Jim Gomez - Associated Press (AP)

Associated Press
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Outgoing Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte sharply
criticized Russian leader Vladimir Putin for the killings of innocent civilians in
Ukraine, saying while the two of them have been tagged as killers, “I kill criminals, I
don’t kill children and the elderly.”
Duterte, who openly calls Putin an idol and a friend, voiced his rebuke for the first
time over Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in remarks aired Tuesday where he blamed
the three-month old war for the spike in global oil prices that has battered many
countries, including the Philippines.
While stressing he was not condemning the Russian president, Duterte disagreed with
Putin’s labeling of the invasion as a “special military operation,” and said it was
really a full-scale war waged against “a sovereign nation.”
“Many say that Putin and I are both killers. I’ve long told you Filipinos that I really
kill. But I kill criminals, I don’t kill children and the elderly,” Duterte said in a
televised weekly meeting with key Cabinet officials.
“We’re in two different worlds.”
Duterte, who steps down on June 30 when his turbulent six-year term ends, has
presided over a brutal anti-drugs crackdown that has left more than 6,000 mostly
petty suspects dead.
Human rights groups have cited a much higher casualty and say innocent people,
including children, have been killed in the campaign that Duterte vows to continue up
to his last day in office.

Associated Press In this photo provided by the Malacanang Presidential
Photographers Division, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte listens during a
meeting with government officials at the Malacanang presidential palace in Manila,
Philippines on Monday May 23, 2022.
Outgoing Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte sharply criticized Russian leader
Vladimir Putin for the killings of innocent civilians in Ukraine, saying while the two
of them have been tagged as killers, “I kill criminals, I don’t kill children and the
elderly.”
The unprecedentedly massive drug campaign killings have sparked an
investigation by the International Criminal Court as a possible crime against
humanity. Duterte has said he expects to face more lawsuits arising from the drug
deaths when his presidency ends.
Duterte and his police officials have denied sanctioning extrajudicial killings in the
campaign against illegal drugs but has openly threatened drug suspects with death
and made an unsuccessful attempt to reimpose the death penalty in the largest Roman
Catholic nation in Asia to deter drug dealers and other criminals.
When he took office in 2016, he reached out to Russia and China for trade and
investment and to expand military cooperation while often criticizing the security
policies of Washington, Manila’s longtime treaty ally.
He visited Russia twice in 2017 and 2019 to meet Putin but cut short his first visit
after Islamic State group-aligned militants laid siege on the southern Philippine city
of Marawi while he was away with his defense secretary and military chief of staff.
More than a week after Russian forces laid siege on Ukraine, the Philippines voted in
favor of a U.N. General Assembly resolution condemning the Russian invasion. The
Philippines appealed for the protection of civilians and public infrastructure in
Ukraine, although Duterte held back from strongly criticizing Putin and said he
would remain neutral in a conflict that could potentially lead to the use of nuclear
weapons and spark WWIII.

Provided by Associated Press Philippines Duterte Putin
Addressing Putin “as a friend” and the Russian Embassy in Manila, Duterte urged
them to stop bombing and firing artillery rounds on residential areas and allow
innocent civilians to safely evacuate before launching a bombardment.
“You are in control of everything. Anyway, you really started the ruckus there so
control your soldiers strictly. They are on a rampage,” Duterte said.
Duterte said he was concerned about the stability of his country’s oil supply as the
war in Ukraine continues to rage and spark global instability.
“I’m on the way out and I don’t know how to solve the problem,” Duterte said.
“You have to solve the war between Ukraine and Russia before we can talk of even
returning to normalcy.”
Pentagon working on plans to send troops to protect US Embassy in Kyiv
WHTM Harrisburg

WHTM Harrisburg
Plans to send U.S. forces back into Ukraine to guard the recently reopened American
Embassy in Kyiv are "underway at a relatively low level," Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley said Monday.
The Wall Street Journal reported Sunday that officials are mulling plans to send
special forces to Kyiv to guard the U.S. Embassy. The effort is a delicate one as it
requires balancing the safety of American diplomats while avoiding what Russia
could see as an escalation.
"Some of the things that may have been out there in the media, those are planning
efforts that are underway at a relatively low level,” Milley told reporters at the
Pentagon, seeming to refer to the Journal's report.
Such plans "have not yet made it to [Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin] or myself for
that matter, for refinement of courses of action and what’s needed,” he noted.
Milley added that any reintroduction of U.S. forces into Ukraine would require a
presidential decision.
"We're a ways away from anything like that. We're still developing courses of action,
and none of that has been presented yet to the secretary," he said.
The Biden administration last week reopened the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv after closing it
ahead of Russia's Feb. 24 attack on Ukraine.
The embassy's security currently comes from the State Department's Diplomatic
Security Service, the Journal reported.
President Biden has consistently pledged no U.S. troops will be sent into Ukraine to
help forces there, though there are thousands of service members based just outside
its borders in countries including Poland and Romania.
Milley said there are now about 102,000 American troops based in Europe, a more
than 30 percent increase since the war began.
"Last fall the United States military had about 78,000 in [U.S. European Command] Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Space Force,” Milley said.
"In a few short months, we bolstered that by over 30 percent.”
Key moments in the Ukraine conflict
AFP

Andrey BORODULIN
Key developments since Russia's invasion of Ukraine three months ago, which has
claimed the lives of tens of thousands of people.
- Start of invasionOn February 24, Russian President Vladimir Putin announces the start of a "special
military operation" to defend the mainly Russian-speaking separatist "republics" of
the eastern Ukrainian region of Donbas, days after having recognized their
independence.
Russian troops cross into Ukrainian territory.
On February 26, the Russian army receives orders to widen its offensive.
The European Union announces the purchase and delivery of arms for Ukraine.
Western nations agree on the first round of economic sanctions against Moscow.
- First negotiations On February 28, Moscow and Kyiv delegations start a first round of peace talks.
Putin demands recognition of the previously annexed Crimean peninsula as Russian
territory, "neutral” status for Ukraine and the country's "denazification”.
Moscow has for months been seeking guarantees that Kyiv will never join the western
NATO military alliance.
On March 2, Russian troops reach Kharkiv, in the north, Ukraine's second city, and
capture Kherson, to the south and gateway to the Crimea.
On March 8, US President Joe Biden decrees an embargo on Russian gas and oil.
Two days later, EU leaders rule out swift membership of the bloc for Ukraine sought
by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky but open the door to closer links.
- Mariupol besieged On March 21, Brussels denounces "a major war crime” after Russian forces
besieging the strategic port of Mariupol, bombard a maternity hospital and a theatre
sheltering civilians. Thousands of residents are trapped in the city.

On March 24, NATO decides to send equipment to Ukraine to mitigate the effects of a
chemical or nuclear attack. It shores up de-fences on its eastern flank.
The following day, Moscow announces it will focus on the "liberation of the Donbas”.
- Horror in Bucha On April 2, Ukraine announces it has regained control of the Kyiv region after
Russian troops pull back to the east and south.
Ukrainian forces find dozens of corpses in towns near Kyiv, notably Bucha to the
northwest, provoking an international outcry.
On April 8, at least 57 people are killed when railway station in the eastern town of
Kramatorsk is shelled.
- Russian cruiser sunk On April 12, Ukraine say they have hit Russia's Black Sea flagship the Moskva with
two R-360 Neptune anti-ship missiles. Moscow says it sank following an on-board fire
caused by exploding munitions.
On April 21, Putin says Russian forces have taken control of Mariupol, but some
2,000 soldiers are holding out at the city's Azovstal steelworks, along with around
1,000 civilians.
On April 27, the Ukrainian army acknowledges a Russian breakthrough in the east, in
the Kharkiv region and in the Donbas.
- Sweden, Finland look to NATO On May 3, Russian and pro-Russian forces launch a major assault on the Azovstal
steelworks in Mariupol.
On May 8, some 60 people are reported missing after the shelling of a school in the
Lugansk region.
On May 18, Sweden and Finland apply to join NATO.
On May 19, the US Congress approves a $40-billion aid package for Ukraine's war
effort. The G7 pledges $19.8 billion the following day.
- Azovstal under Russian control On May 20, Moscow says its forces control the Azovstal steelworks. Kyiv says
Mariupol is 90-percent destroyed and that at least 20,000 people have been killed
there.
The eastern towns of Severodonetsk and Lyssytchansk are the last remaining pockets
of Ukrainian resistance in the Lugansk region.
On May 23, a Kyiv court hands down a life sentence to a young Russian soldier in the
conflict's first war crimes trial.

EXCLUSIVE: ISIS Plotting To Assassinate George W. Bush In Dallas
Thomas Brewster (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Forbes
The FBI used two confidential informants and surveillance of the alleged plotter’s
WhatsApp account to reveal plans to smuggle assassins into the U.S. to murder the
former president, according to a search warrant application discovered by Forbes.
An alleged ISIS operative in the U.S. was plotting to kill George W. Bush, going so far
as to travel to Dallas in November to take video around the former president’s home
and recruiting help from a team of compatriots he hoped to smuggle into the country
over the Mexican border, according to an FBI search-warrant application filed
March 23 and unsealed this week in the Southern District of Ohio.
The FBI said it uncovered the scheme through the work of two confidential informants
and surveillance of the alleged plotter’s account on the Meta-owned WhatsApp
messaging platform.
The alleged ISIS operative, based in Columbus, Ohio, said he wanted to assassinate
Bush because he felt the former president was responsible for killing many Iraqis and
breaking apart the country after the U.S. military invaded the country in 2003,
according to the warrant.
The case shows how federal investigators continue to monitor threats from ISIS even
as the group has been severely weakened by American intelligence and military
operations in recent years.
It also shows how the FBI, despite its claims of being prevented from investigating
major crimes because of Meta and other tech providers’ use of encryption, has been
able to work around WhatsApp security by using old-school policing with sourcing of
informants and tracking the metadata they can get from the messaging company.

Forbes A snippet from the search warrant uncovered by Forbes detailing the plot on
George Bush's life. The name of the suspect has been redacted. Forbes screenshot
The alleged plot organizer had been in the U.S. since 2020 and had an asylum
application pending, according to the FBI’s search-warrant application.
Federal agents used two different confidential sources to investigate the plot, one who
claimed to offer assistance obtaining false immigration and identification documents,
the second a purported customer of the alleged people smuggler, who was willing to
pay thousands of dollars to bring his family into the country.
(As no charges have yet been filed against the suspect, Forbes is publishing neither
his name nor the full warrant. It’s unclear if he has been arrested. Neither the
Department of Justice nor Bush’s office responded to requests for comment at the
time of publication.)
In November 2021, the suspect revealed to the FBI’s insider the plot to assassinate
Bush and asked the confidential source if he knew how to “obtain replica or
fraudulent police and/or FBI identifications and badges” to help carry out the killing,
and whether it was possible to smuggle the plotters out of the country the same way
they came in after their mission was complete, according to the warrant.
The alleged smuggler said he also wanted to find and assassinate a former Iraqi
general who helped Americans during the war and whom he believed was living
under a fictitious identity in the U.S., investigators said.
The alleged plotter claimed to be part of a unit called “Al-Raed,” meaning “Thunder,”
that was led by a former Iraqi pilot for Saddam Hussein who had been based out of
Qatar until his recent death, the warrant said.

As many as seven members of the group would be sent to the U.S. to kill President
Bush, according to a conversation described in the warrant, and the suspect’s job was
“to locate and conduct surveillance on former president Bush’s residences and/or
offices and obtain firearms and vehicles to use in the assassination.”
After traveling to Dallas with the informant to take video of Bush’s residence, the
accused took more footage at the George W. Bush Institute, according to federal
agents. Dallas was the site of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963.
Bush, a Republican who was in the news last week when he inadvertently referred to
the U.S. invasion of Iraq in a speech about the Russian invasion of Ukraine, was
president from 2001 to 2009.
In one conversation with a confidential FBI source, the suspect said he was planning
to get four Iraqi national males located in Iraq, Turkey, Egypt and Denmark into the
U.S., according to the warrant. In a later conversation, he claimed that one of the
four was “the secretary of an ISIS financial minister,” the FBI said.
The alleged smuggler described the men as “former Baath Party members in Iraq
who did not agree with the current Iraqi government and were political exiles,” the
FBI said. He was planning to charge each $15,000 to be smuggled into America, the
FBI said.
His plan, according to the warrant, was to get the ISIS operatives Mexican visitor
visas — using passport information he would send to the informant over WhatsApp —
before getting them over the border.
Meanwhile, he was communicating with a contact in Egypt over a fake Facebook
profile, which carried a profile picture of two individual hands each holding a rose,
designed to look romantic and “not suspicious,” according to the FBI’s account. In
2021, the FBI got a warrant to search that Facebook account, though it’s unclear
what they obtained.
Seamus Hughes, deputy director at the Program on Extremism at George Washington
University, told Forbes, “We haven’t seen a plot of this scale in a number of years. It
shows that while domestic terrorism rightly takes a good amount of counter-terrorism
focus, the threats are not there alone.”
“It’s clear this was a sophisticated counter-terrorism operation with a lot of moving
parts. It was both far reaching and unique in its targeting.
“It also shows that while the debate on so called ‘going dark’ can be overcome
through the use of undercover operatives, it’s labor intensive but possible.” The term
“going dark” is used by law enforcement to describe how they are unable to get
content from encrypted apps.
Spying on ISIS via WhatsApp and mobile location
As part of its surveillance of the alleged plotters, the FBI recently received permission
to acquire mobile location information from AT&T. It had already used what’s known
as a “pen register” on the WhatsApp account believed to belong to the chief suspect,

helping them determine how often the account was used, what numbers it was
contacting and whether or not it was active.
While the suspect seemed convinced his WhatsApp account was secure, he was
unaware that investigators could see every message sent to the confidential sources.
Nor was he aware that starting in October he was using a phone that he was given by
the informant at the FBI’s request. The informant noted that the target was a keen
user of WhatsApp and was a member of Baath and ISIS chat groups on the app.
In another conversation with an informant, the suspect claimed to have “been in
recent communications with a friend in Qatar who was a former minister in Iraq
under Saddam Hussein who had access to large quantities of money” and was
messaging him over WhatsApp, the FBI said.

Forbes A mysterious group known as Al-Raed was allegedly plotting to kill former
president George Bush, according to an FBI search warrant, shown here in redacted
form. Forbes screenshot
While the sources were passing on what they learned over WhatsApp throughout 2021
and 2022, they were also secretly recording the in-person meetings with the alleged
plotter in which additional startling details were revealed, according to the FBI.
In one conversation from December, according to the warrant, the suspect claimed to
have had just smuggled two individuals associated with Hezbollah — a terrorist
organization, according to the U.S. — into the U.S. for a fee of $50,000 each.
Also in the FBI court filing, the alleged plotter claimed to be a member of “the
resistance” and had killed many Americans in Iraq between 2003 and 2006, packing
vehicles with explosives and detonating them when U.S. soldiers were near.
Xinjiang leak sheds new light on China's 're-education' camps
AFP

GREG BAKER
A leak of thousands of photos and official documents from China's Xinjiang has shed
new light on the violent methods used to enforce mass internment in the region,
researchers said Tuesday.
The files, obtained by academic Adrian Zenz, were published as UN human rights
chief Michelle Bachelet begins a long-awaited and controversial trip to Xinjiang.
Activists say Chinese authorities have detained more than one million Uyghurs and
other mostly Muslim minorities in a network of detention centres and prisons in the
region, which Beijing has defended as training centres.
But the trove of police photographs and internal documents -- sent to Zenz by an
anonymous source who hacked into official databases in Xinjiang -- add to evidence
that the mass internments were far from voluntary, with leaked documents showing
top leaders in Beijing including President Xi Jinping calling for a forceful crackdown.
The files include a 2017 internal speech by Chen Quanguo, a former Communist
Party secretary in Xinjiang, in which he allegedly orders guards to shoot to kill
anyone who tries to escape, and calls for officials in the region to "exercise firm
control over religious believers”.
A 2018 internal speech by public security minister Zhao Kezhi mentions direct orders
from Xi to increase the capacity of detention facilities.
After initially denying their existence, Beijing has claimed the facilities are vocational
training schools, attended voluntarily and aimed at stamping out religious extremism.
But the leaked documents give an insight into how leaders saw the minority
population as a security threat, with Zhao warning that more than two million people
in southern Xinjiang alone had been "severely influenced by the infiltration of
extremist religious thought”.
- Mugshots -

More than 2,800 police photos of Xinjiang detainees included minors such as
17-year-old Zeytunigul Ablehet, detained for listening to an illegal speech,
and 16-year-old Bilal Qasim, apparently sentenced for being related to other
detainees.
The details echo a separate police list leaked earlier to AFP which showed the
government crackdown snaring hundreds of people at a time from villages, often
many from the same household.
"The sort of paranoid threat perception comes out in these files, and the internal
justification for why one has to move against an entire population," said Zenz in video
comments published alongside the leaked files.
Zenz works for the US-based non-profit organisation the Victims of Communism
Memorial Foundation.
The files, parts of which have been verified by multiple news organisations including
the BBC and Le Monde, also provide a window into life in detention facilities.
Photos appear to show officers restraining hooded and shackled inmates with batons,
while other guards wearing camouflage stand by with firearms.
UK Foreign Secretary Liz Truss on Tuesday called the details of the newly leaked
documents "shocking”, and urged China to grant Bachelet "full and unfettered access
to the region so that she can conduct a thorough assessment of the facts on the
ground”.
But China's foreign ministry dismissed the leaked documents as "cobbled-together
material” by "anti-China forces smearing Xinjiang”, with spokesman Wang Wenbin
accusing media of "spreading lies and rumors”.

After Biden Visit, China Organizes Military Drills Near Taiwan
Paul Mozur and John Liu - The New York Times

An Rong Xu/Getty Images
The People’s Liberation Army of China on Wednesday described organizing combat
drills in the waters and airspace around Taiwan to send a blunt message to the
United States over its “collusion” with Taiwan.
China’s announcement was short on details, and ambiguous as to whether such drills
had taken place recently or were still to come. But it came a day after China and
Russia sent bombers over the seas in northeast Asia, their first joint military exercise
since Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.
China insists that Taiwan is a part of its territory and cannot exist as a sovereign
nation. Russia’s war in Ukraine has made U.S. and Taiwanese officials acutely aware
that an autocrat can order an invasion of a neighboring territory at any moment.
During a visit to Japan on Monday, Mr. Biden said that the United States had a
“commitment” to get involved militarily to defend Taiwan if it were ever attacked by
China, drawing a firm line at a time of rising tensions.
China has increased its incursions near Taiwan over the past year. Last week, on the
day that Mr. Biden arrived in Asia, China sent 14 aircraft into the island’s air defense
zone. Under Mr. Biden, the Pentagon has divulged more details about the sailings of
American warships through the Taiwan Strait. Some analysts have worried that could
lead to an accident that could trigger conflict.
On Wednesday, China described organizing drills near Taiwan as a “solemn warning
to the recent collusion between the United States and Taiwan.”
“It is hypocritical and futile for the United States to say one thing and do another on
the Taiwan issue and frequently encourage and support ‘Taiwan independence’
forces,” the spokesman for China’s Eastern Theater Command, Senior Col. Shi Yi,
said in an online statement.
The statement described a multi-service effort that combined “combat readiness”
patrols with “actual combat drills.”

In response, a spokesman for Taiwan’s Defense Ministry said that the “current
situation is normal.” The ministry said this assessment was based on the military’s
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance efforts.
Chinese and Russian officials have been strengthening their military ties in recent
years, and the two nations have been growing closer in part because of the personal
bond between China’s top leader, Xi Jinping, and President Vladimir V. Putin of
Russia. Mr. Putin has pursued those stronger ties as he aims to oppose Western
dominance.

Russian rockets hit eastern Ukrainian town of Pokrovsk
Elena Becatoros - Associated Press (AP)

Associated Press
POKROVSK, Ukraine (AP) — The Russian rocket strikes came early in the morning
in the eastern Ukrainian town of Pokrovsk on Wednesday, shaking buildings, jolting
people out of bed and sending chunks of concrete and jagged pieces of metal flying
through the air.
One of the two rockets left a crater at least three meters deep, remnants of the
projectile still smoldering as nearby residents picked through the debris of their
homes, trying to salvage whatever they could.

Associated Press A local resident injured in a Russian strike rests in a hospital in
Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.
A row of low terraced houses nearby suffered significant damage, with roofing tiles
blown off, door frames ripped from the walls and pieces of brick, concrete and
asphalt scattered on the ground.
Four civilians were wounded, said Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of the Donetsk military
administration. At least one of them suffered a head wound and was ferried to the
local hospital by ambulance, blood seeping through the bandages and trickling down
the side of his neck.
The strikes in Pokrovsk were among several over the past two days that have hit
towns and villages as Russia pressed forward in its offensive in the Donbas,
Ukraine’s eastern industrial heartland.

Associated Press A local resident gathers up belongings from his heavily damaged
house after a Russian strike in Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.
“There’s no place left to live in, everything is smashed,” said Viktoria Kurbonova, a
mother-of-two who lived in one of the terraced houses. The windows had been blown
out by an earlier strike about a month ago, and they had replaced them with plastic
sheeting. That, she said, probably saved their lives as at least there was no glass
flying around.

Associated Press Local resident Valeria removes dust from a bench outside her
heavily damaged house, background, after a Russian strike in Pokrovsk, eastern
Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.
She had been asleep when the strike hit, just meters from her house.
“There was a really big flash and a lot of dust,” Kurbonova said, standing outside
her home still in her pajamas, her legs and arms blackened by soot. Her 4-year-old
son wandered around, clutching a toy train, while her 2-year-old daughter smiled in a
stroller nearby.
“I was reaching for my child and I couldn’t find him in the dust,” she said. The boy
had been sleeping in the same room as her, while her daughter had been in the next
room with Kurbonova’s mother. They were all shaken, but none were hurt.
Kyrylenko said Russian strikes killed 12 civilians the previous day in the Donetsk
region, and wounded another 10. Another strike on the city of Kramatorsk, northeast
of Pokrovsk, hit a multi-story building under construction, damaging it and blowing
out windows in nearby buildings but causing no casualties.
“Russians continue hitting the cities that are away from the front line,”Kyrylenko
said on his Telegram channel. “They would like to kill as many civilians as possible
and cause panic. That is why the only good choice is evacuation. Evacuation saves
lives.”

The governor of the neighboring Luhansk region, Serhiy Haidai, said at least six
civilians had been killed and eight wounded over the past 24 hours in shelling in the
town of Sieverodonetsk, at the heart of the Russian offensive in eastern Ukraine.

Associated Press A child holds a toy train outside his family's heavily damaged house
after a Russian strike in Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.
Russian forces have been attempting to encircle Sieverodonetsk and cut off Ukrainian
forces there. Haidai accused the Russians of deliberately targeting shelters where
civilians were hiding.

Associated Press A piece of a rocket lies next a crater after a Russian strike in
Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.

Moscow-backed separatists have fought Ukrainian forces in the Donbas for eight
years and hold large swaths of territory. Sievierodonetsk and neighboring cities are
the only part of the Donbas’ Luhansk region still under Ukrainian government
control.

Associated Press Local residents gather outside their heavily damaged house,
background, after a Russian strike in Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25,
2022.

Associated Press A woman holds a child outside her family's heavily damaged house
after a Russian strike in Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.

Associated Press A local resident injured in a Russian strike walks in a hospital in
Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.

Associated Press A local resident gathers up belongings from her heavily damaged
house after a Russian strike in Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.

Associated Press A local resident gathers up belongings from his heavily damaged
house after a Russian strike in Pokrovsk, eastern Ukraine, Wednesday, May 25, 2022.

