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Russia Claims Kalibr Missiles Destroyed U.S. Weapons Shipment
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

OLEKSANDR GIMANOV//Getty Images Villagers in eastern Ukraine hope for
'counter-offensive' as Russian army advances (AFP)

Russia has said that it launched sea-launched Kalibr missiles to destroy arms the west
had supplied to Ukraine.

Chief spokesman for Russia's defense ministry Major General Igor Konashenkov said
the long-range weapons had hit a number of targets, which included a batch of arms
and equipment at a train station in the Zhytomyr region.

Video of Konashenkov's statement reported by state news agency Tass on Saturday
was interspersed with footage of a daytime launch from what appeared to be a
Russian Black Sea Fleet vessel.

Konashenkov said that the weapons had been "delivered from the United States and
European countries for the grouping of Ukrainian troops in the Donbas.”

He said storage facilities with fuel for Ukrainian armored vehicles had been hit by the
high-precision air-launched long-range missiles at a site in the port of Odesa and
three Ukrainian command posts had also been successfully targeted. One was the
command post of the 109th territorial defense brigade.

Two Ukrainian Su-25 jets had been shot down, one over the self-proclaimed Donetsk
People's Republic and the other in the Kherson region, and eight ammunition depots
had been hit, according to Konashenkov.

"More than 270 nationalists were destroyed as a result of airstrikes," he said adding
that "52 units of military equipment were disabled."

Villagers in eastern Ukraine hope for 'counter-offensive’ as Russian army advances



Aerial images from Russia's defense ministry were shown in Konashenkov's statement
of smoke rising from areas he said had been successfully targeted.

Next to a graphic, Konashenkov then listed what Russia says are Ukraine's military
equipment losses since the start of the invasion on February 24. These included 174
aircraft, 125 helicopters, and 3,182 tanks, as well as other losses.

The claims Konashenkov made on Saturday have not been verified and Newsweek has
contacted Ukraine's defense ministry for comment.

However, it comes amid an effort by Russia to intercept the increase in arms that the
west is supplying to Kyiv's forces. Russia has said that the western arming of Ukraine
amounts to a "proxy war” by the United States and its allies.

The U.S. Senate voted Thursday to send a $40 billion package of military and
humanitarian aid to Ukraine as the country in its fight against Russia.

The State Department told Newsweek on Friday that "America and our allies and
partners support their (Ukraine's) efforts to defend their country and protect their
fellow citizens.”

"We are the world's leading provider of security assistance to Ukraine in its hour of
need,” a State Department spokesman said on Friday, "and we are encouraging
Allies and partners worldwide to do the same.”

Mechanics, hairdressers... Ukraine recruits train for attack
AFP

Sergei SUPINSKY

"Hold on to the rope, look at me,” the instructor says, coaxing 28-year-old lawyer
Iryna Gorobiyovska who is nervously about to abseil down a building.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/senate
https://www.newsweek.com/one-republican-senator-flips-stance-ukraine-military-aid-votes-against-1708311


Sergei SUPINSKY Anticipating a drawn-out conflict, Kyiv has stepped up the training
of its new recruits

Brimming with motivation but lacking experience, the Ukrainian, whose nom de
guerre is Bunny, ends up sliding, somewhat awkwardly, to the ground.

Like thousands of others, she signed up to the territorial defence unit, a support force
to the regular Ukrainian army, immediately after Russia invaded.

Open to all nationals, the only requirement is being aged between 18 and 60.
Some members already have military experience acquired after Moscow's annexation
of Crimea in 2014 and in the conflict with pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine
that began the same year.

They immediately deployed to the war effort, but many others, like Gorobiyovska, did
not know how to handle a weapon or apply a tourniquet.

While the capital Kyiv was under siege by Russian forces earlier in the war, they
mostly helped build barricades or hand out humanitarian aid.



Sergei SUPINSKY The territorial defence unit is open to all nationals aged between
18 and 60

Russian soldiers are now focused on the south and eastern regions of Ukraine, but --
anticipating a drawn-out conflict -- Kyiv has stepped up the training of its new
recruits so they are ready to face the enemy if and when needed.

- Taught 'how to attack' -
Training sessions have been held every week since March, says Mykhailo Shcherbina,
deputy director of defence affairs for the Department of Municipal Security at Kyiv
City State Administration.

Sergei SUPINSKY Training exercises include learning how to navigate a minefield,
evacuating the wounded under fire and shooting an automatic weapon.



He says that between 8,000 and 10,000 people have been trained since March.
"It's a crime to send people who aren't prepared to a front-line. Everyone has to be
trained even (to a) minimum,” he tells AFP.

It's all the more crucial now, he adds, as after largely defensive operations, Ukrainian
forces have begun going more on the offensive, such as in the area around the
northern city of Kharkiv.

"And we have to teach people how to attack, how to liberate the cities,” he says.

- 'Defend my country' -
Deep in the forest, away from the capital, an old hut formerly used by the Pioneers,
the Soviet version of the Scouts, is now a training ground.

Over five days, mechanics, construction workers, hairdressers and the likes are put
through their paces, learning how to navigate a minefield, evacuate the wounded
under fire, shoot an automatic weapon -- or escape through the window of a
multi-storey building.

It's the latter that causes difficulty for Gorobiyovska.
"It was so scary because I didn't understand what should I do,” says the woman with
khaki painted fingernails afterwards.

"I agree to defend my country. But I hope I won't have to climb down from a high
storey” to do it, she adds.

In another training exercise, the recruits must take back a site held by the enemy.
Advancing in single file, their weapons trained as they pass open areas, a small group
enters an abandoned building.

"Contact”, "contact,” one of them shouts out amid the crackling of weapon fire -- in
this case, their ammunition is small white plastic pellets.

"Our task is to teach them to do fighting correctly in buildings, to know how to clear
them and annihilate the enemy,” an instructor, who declines to give his name, says.
"And remain alive.”

- 'A chance' -
Konstantin, a 27-year-old municipal employee, knows the stakes only too well.
He joined the territorial defence unit after fighting got close to his home in March, he
says.

"I couldn't not do anything, so I joined the territorial defence to protect my town, my
country,” he explains.

He acknowledges however: "If I'd gone straight to the frontline, I wouldn't have
survived.”

Now, having undergone his training, he believes he "has a chance".



Nevertheless the baby-faced young man wonders how he'll react when on the ground
in a real-life situation.

"Training is training, but when you see real blood it's different. Is it going to stop me
in my tracks, or give me a rush of adrenaline?” he says.

Doctor Demian Popov, 53, tries to provide the recruits with methods of overcoming
battle stress and teaches them about post-traumatic stress disorder and the role of
intuition in battle.

He says that despite them being highly motivated "there is no methodology to find out
who will leave the battle and who will not”.

"It will be known only when the person will get there if he/she can fight or not," he
adds.

Gallery: In pictures: Ukraine pushes Russian forces back in counter-offensive near
Kharkiv (Reuters)

Russian main battle tank T-90M Proryv destroyed by Ukrainian Armed Forces is seen
near the village of Staryi Saltiv, in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, May 9, 2022.

REUTERS/Vitalii Hnidyi



A Ukrainian serviceman patrols an area in an undisclosed location in Kharkiv Region,
May 10. REUTERS/Serhii Nuzhnenko

Russian main battle tank T-90M Proryv destroyed by Ukrainian Armed Forces is seen
near the village of Staryi Saltiv, in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, May 9.



A Ukrainian serviceman rests as he patrols an area in an undisclosed location in
Kharkiv Region, May 10. REUTERS/Serhii Nuzhnenko

Ukrainian service members fire with self-propelled howitzers 2S1 Gvozdika, in an
unknown location in Kharkiv region, May 7.



SENSITIVE MATERIAL. THIS IMAGE MAY OFFEND OR DISTURB Bodies of
Russian soldiers are seen in a grave in the village of Vilkhivka after it was retaken by

Ukrainian Armed Forces, in Kharkiv region, May 9.

Ukrainian serviceman walks next to a destroyed Russian main battle tank T-90M
Proryv near the village of Staryi Saltiv in Kharkiv region, May 9.



A Ukrainian serviceman fires with a mortar at a position at an unknown location in
Kharkiv region, May 9.

SENSITIVE MATERIAL. THIS IMAGE MAY OFFEND OR DISTURB Volunteers
collect bodies of Russian soldiers found in the village of Vilkhivka after it was retaken

by Ukrainian Armed Forces, in Kharkiv region, May 9.



Ukrainian serviceman walks next to a destroyed Russian main battle tank T-90M
Proryv near the village of Staryi Saltiv in Kharkiv region, May 9.

A Ukrainian serviceman puts a shell into a mortar at a position at an unknown
location in Kharkiv region, May 9.



A Ukrainian serviceman carries a mortar shell at a position at an unknown location
in Kharkiv region, May 9.

Russian main battle tank T-90M Proryv destroyed by Ukrainian Armed Forces is seen
near the village of Staryi Saltiv in Kharkiv region, May 9.



SENSITIVE MATERIAL. THIS IMAGE MAY OFFEND OR DISTURB The body of a
Russian soldier is seen in the village of Vilkhivka after it was retaken by Ukrainian

Armed Forces, in Kharkiv region, May 9.

Russian main battle tank T-90M Proryv destroyed by Ukrainian Armed Forces is seen
near the village of Staryi Saltiv, in Kharkiv region, May 9.



Ukrainian serviceman prepare a mortar for shelling at a position at an unknown
location in Kharkiv region, May 9.

Ukrainian service members fire with a self-propelled howitzer 2S1 Gvozdika, in
unknown location in Kharkiv region, May 7.

A top Russian army sniper has been killed in Ukraine, say reports, in the latest blow
to the military prowess of Putin's forces
Alia Shoaib - Business Insider
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Sniper soldiers seen during a tactical drill in Tambov Oblast (Tambovskaya), Russia
on February 09, 2022. Russian Defence Ministry / Handout/Anadolu Agency via

Getty Images

One of Russia's top snipers has been killed in Ukraine, according to Russian media.
Sergeant Sergei Tsarkov was the best sniper in his brigade and often won
international competitions, per reports.

His death was announced on Wednesday amid a mounting Russian death toll in
Ukraine.

Russia has reported losing one of its best snipers in Ukraine, as its death toll
continues to mount three months into the war, reports say.

Junior Sergeant Sergei Tsarkov, 38, died during a "special operation in Ukraine,” the
military commissariat of the region told the Russian outlet chita.ru.

Tsarkov, who was born in the town Borzya, was the commander of a rifle squad of
snipers of the 1st rifle platoon based in Transbaikalia, eastern Russia, the outlet
reported.
"He was the best sniper in the brigade. Everyone respected him very much, he was a
professional, he had authority. No one could believe that this could happen to him,”
the military commissariat said, according to the outlet.

The department said that Tsarkov regularly participated in and won international
army games in the Sniper Frontier competition.

His funeral took place on April 10, but his death was first reported by Russian media
on May 18. Images appear to show a full military funeral, with a man weeping beside
the casket draped in the Russian flag. He was posthumously awarded the Order of
Courage, chita.ru said.

military catastrophes for Putin
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The sniper is an important part of Russian military mythology. During the Second
World War, several were idolized as the ultimate Soviet fighter against Hitler's Nazis
invasion.

The most famous was Vasily Zaitsev who killed 225 enemy soldiers during the Battle
of Stalingrad in 1942. Jude Law protrayed Zaitsev in the 2001 movie, Enemy at the
Gates.

The news of Tsarkov's death comes amid ongoing reports about Russia losing scores
of its top commanders during the war in Ukraine. Other military catastrophes include
the sinking of the flagship of Russia's Black Sea Fleet, the Moskva.

Britain's armed forces minister James Heappey said on Wednesday that Russia has
likely lost more than 20,000 military personnel during the war, according to
the Evening Standard.

The Kremlin has, however, not acknowledged the scale of its losses, last stating on
March 25 that 1,351 Russian soldiers had been killed.

Ukraine has accused Russia of attempting to cover up its true death toll by refusing
to take back the corpses of thousands of soldiers.

Russian troops stole $5M worth of farm vehicles from a John Deere dealership,
which remotely locked the thieves out of the equipment
Katherine Tangalakis-Lippert - Business Insider
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Farmer Morda Vasyl drives a tractor pulling a planter with sugar beet seeds on the
Zahidnyi Bug Farm on March 26, 2022 in Humnyska, Ukraine. Joe Raedle/Getty

Images.

Russian troops stole nearly $5 million worth of farm equipment from a John Deere
dealership in Melitopol. The stolen equipment was located by remote GPS and locked,
preventing it from being used.
"When the invaders drove the stolen harvesters to Chechnya, they realized that they
could not even turn them on,” a source told CNN.

Russian troops occupying the Ukrainian city of Melitopol stole nearly $5 million of
farm vehicles from a John Deere dealership and shipped some of them more than 700
miles to Chechnya, CNN reported, only to find they had been rendered useless by a
remote-locking system that prevented the thieves from turning the equipment on.

Two compound harvesters, valued at $300,000 each, as well as 27 other tractors,
seeders, and additional pieces of equipment were stolen from the dealership. But the
remote access technology of the equipment, which allows for GPS tracking and some
of the vehicles to be remotely operated, prevented them from being used.

"When the invaders drove the stolen harvesters to Chechnya, they realized that they
could not even turn them on, because the harvesters were locked remotely," a source
familiar with the incident told CNN.

While the equipment could still be scrapped and sold for parts by Russian troops, the
source said it is currently lying idle on a farm near Grozny.
Melitopol – a city in the country's southeast – has been under Russian
occupation since early March. Other recent reports from the area have said invading
troops looted a museum of gold artifacts and stole hundreds of thousands of tons of
grain from the region.

Ukrainian Paratroopers Reportedly Destroy Over a Dozen Russian Tanks and
Combat Vehicles
Lee Bullen & Zenger News - Newsweek
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Ukrainian paratroopers destroyed more than a dozen Russian tanks and armored
combat vehicles, military officials say.

The 80th Separate Air Assault Brigade of the Ukrainian Air Assault Forces said they
destroyed 11 armored combat vehicles, three tanks, and an Orlan-10 unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) of the Russian Armed Forces.

The Ukrainian brigade, garrisoned in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv, said on May
21: "Well done! Beautiful! Peasant! (sic) - Every time, such words are heard after a
successful hit of the Moscow demon.”

"In a day, our beauties destroyed a sufficient number of weapons of the Russian
occupation forces, namely: 3 tanks, 11 armored combat vehicles and an Orlan-10
[drone].
The brigade added: "To be continued…”

The Command of the Assault Troops of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said: "Over the
past 24 hours, three tanks, three infantry fighting vehicles, and two landing combat
vehicles were destroyed by anti-tank units of 80th Separate Air Assault Brigade of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine.

"We continue to fight and destroy the invaders of our native land! DShV - always first!
Glory to Ukraine!"

Russian troops invaded Ukraine on February 24 in what the Kremlin is still calling a
"special military operation.” May 23 marks the 89th day of the campaign.

From February 24 to May 23, the total combat losses of Russian troops stand at
around 29,200 personnel, according to the General Staff of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine.

The Ukrainian military also claims that Russia has lost 1,293 tanks, 3,166 armored
fighting vehicles, 604 artillery systems, 201 multiple launch rocket systems, 93



anti-aircraft systems, 204 warplanes, 170 helicopters, 2,206 motor vehicles and fuel
tankers, 13 vessels, 476 unmanned aerial vehicles, 43 units of special equipment, and
110 cruise missiles.

Last week, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky called Russia's invasion of
Ukraine an "absolute failure" and said Russian leaders were afraid to acknowledge
"that catastrophic mistakes were made at the highest military and state level.”

Zelensky also said that said Ukraine is determined to reclaim control over the
southern cities of Kherson, Melitopol, Berdiansk, Enerhodar, and Mariupol, currently
occupied by Russian forces.

Yes to Finland and Sweden in NATO
Michael O’Hanlon & Lauri Tähtinen (Opinion Contributors) - The Hill

The Hill

With Helsinki and Stockholm now formally requesting membership in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, the world will reach an important juncture. The
overwhelming Western anger at Vladimir Putin’s Russia makes ratification by
NATO’s 30 legislative branches a strong likelihood in the weeks or months to come.

Turkey is objecting now, but some degree of debate, as well as give and take, within
the alliance is normal in such matters.

Putin’s heinous and unwarranted attack on the nation, government and people of
Ukraine has unified virtually all of Europe and North America against him. In just a
matter of months, Finnish support for NATO membership skyrocketed from about a
quarter to three-quarters of the population. Apart from Turkey, NATO nations seem
favorably inclined to the proposal — as we think they should be.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/volodymyr-zelensky


The central argument for bringing these Nordic nations into the alliance is that Putin
has proven himself to be far more reckless than once believed. Until this year, his
previous acts of aggression — at home and abroad — were carefully calibrated to
avoid quagmires, limit the use of force, preserve deniability, and ensure that Putin
himself would remain widely consulted by the West on most major matters of regional
and global security. No longer.

And for Russia now facing the likelihood of 10 percent or more decline in GDP this
year and a far slower future growth trajectory than otherwise would have been likely,
and suffering perhaps 20,000 war dead already — in contrast to the 15,000 it lost in
the entirety of the Afghanistan conflict from 1979 through 1989 — the pain is
enormous.

A leader who could so miscalculate is dangerous — he has revealed himself to be a
major risk-taker with the potential for huge errors of judgment. Moreover, Putin is in
trouble and therefore may be tempted to take action designed to change the strategic
context.

It no longer seems incredulous that he would move Russian forces into eastern
Estonia or Latvia to “protect” native Russian speakers (who now have witnessed the
true nature of Putin’s protective instincts); attack road networks in eastern Poland to
slow NATO’s efforts to provide military supplies to Ukraine; or probe around other
parts of NATO’s and the European Union’s eastern flanks, perhaps to shock the West
into negotiating with him out of fear of further escalation.

It is hard to blame the Finns and Swedes, already often subject to Russian military
provocations by aircraft or ships, for feeling anxious. Finnish and Swedish defense
doctrine has long assumed that wartime movement would lead to new alliances,
whether based on ties to Washington, NATO partnership, or the EU’s mutual defense
clause. That is precisely what has happened as a result of the close-to-home war in
Ukraine.

Finland’s and Sweden’s membership would remove unnecessary and dangerous
ambiguity from the strategic map of northern Europe, not least by providing further
alignment between EU and NATO membership.

Putin sees the EU as an enemy, so it makes little sense for EU members to remain
outside NATO. We also should not forget that it was the EU-Ukraine relationship that
served as Putin’s excuse for Russia’s aggression against Ukraine in 2014.

There was always a counterargument to offering NATO membership to Ukraine: the
linguistic, historical, cultural, religious and ethnic closeness of Ukraine and Russia
made the idea of bringing Ukraine, but not Russia, into NATO a sensitive proposition
— perhaps not unlike what it would mean for the United States if Canada chose to
enter a rivalrous and historically adversarial security alliance.

The point is not to excuse Russian atrocities, then or now; the invasion of Ukraine is
Putin’s war and he bears the moral responsibility. However, there is a sharp
distinction between Ukraine, on the one hand, and Sweden as well as Finland on the
other.
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Despite some periods of Russian dominance of the latter, the Nordic nations are
entirely distinct from Russia, with long histories and strong identities, intertwined
with each other rather than Moscow. They always have been Western in orientation;
now, they wish to be Western, in wholesale, in their security commitments as well.
This is a logical, legitimate decision that we should applaud and support.

Finally, in military terms, the Nordic countries are defensible. Finland, in particular,
despite its proximity to Russia, has excellent strategic depth geographically, as well
as a hardy and militarily competent people with hundreds of thousands of reservists
ready to be activated in defense of their nation on short notice.

Yet it lacks the offensive forces that could cause any serious risk to Russia; it has
about 100 tanks in its active forces, another 100 in reserve, and some 100 combat
aircraft (including some brand-new F-35s, but hardly a major offensive strike force).

Together these do not constitute a significant maneuver force; few countries have
designed a more purely defensive capability than Finland. Sweden’s armed forces are
similar in their chief characteristics, with a greater focus on naval capabilities.

Because of the capabilities of these nations, and the demonstrated weakness of
Russia’s military, they will not need much help in defending their territories,
especially in terms of ground combat capability.

If there is a push for renewed U.S. attention, it should be toward the security of the
many Swedish and Finnish isles in the Baltic Sea that can serve as the Western
alliance’s natural “aircraft carriers” at a time of conflict. The bottom line is, NATO
will not need to base large numbers of troops from the United States or other
members in Sweden or Finland.

Indeed, it is the Baltic states already in NATO, since 2004, that are on much shakier
military ground, with small territories, modest armed forces, and considerable
geographic exposure. We will, as an alliance, need to make a transition from the
trip-wire presence that NATO’s major countries have maintained in Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania since 2014 to the rudiments of a combat-capable, forward defense
capability with the potential for rapid reinforcement in a crisis.

Having Finland and Sweden in NATO can help in that process, given their proximity
to the region and the Baltic Sea. This way, and because the two are technically fully
compatible with NATO, Finland’s and Sweden’s membership would strengthen the
security of other Nordic and Baltic member states.

Thus, on strategic as well as military grounds, the case for NATO membership for
Finland and Sweden is strong. The time to act on their membership is as soon as
possible, not once an uneasy truce prevails in Ukraine and NATO capitals may be
less willing to disturb Europe’s fragile peace — or once Putin gets more desperate
and looks seriously for additional ways to lash out.

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/biden-meets-heads-finland-sweden-show-support-nato-membership-rcna29621


How the West Is strangling Putin’s economy
Paul Krugman - The New York Times

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Russia’s military failure in Ukraine has defied almost everyone’s predictions. First
came abject defeat at the gates of Kyiv. Then came the incredible shrinking blitzkrieg,
as attempts to encircle Ukrainian forces in the supposedly more favorable terrain in
the east have devolved into a slow-motion battle of attrition.

What’s important about this second Russian setback is that it interacts with another
big surprise: the remarkable — and, in some ways, puzzling — effectiveness, at least
so far, of Western economic sanctions against the Putin regime, sanctions that are
working in an unexpected way.

As soon as the war began, there was a great deal of talk about bringing economic
pressure to bear against the invading nation. Most of this focused on ways to cut off
Russia’s exports, especially its sales of oil and natural gas. Unfortunately, however,
there has been shamefully little meaningful movement on that front.

The Biden administration has banned imports of Russian oil, but this will have little
effect unless other nations follow our lead. And Europe, in particular, still hasn’t
placed an embargo on Russian oil, let alone done anything substantive to wean itself
from dependence on Russian gas.

As a result, Russian exports have held up, and the country appears to be headed for a
record trade surplus. So is Vladimir Putin winning the economic war?

No, he’s losing it. That surging surplus is a sign of weakness, not strength — it
largely reflects a plunge in Russia’s imports, which even state-backed analysts say is
hobbling its economy. Russia is, in effect, making a lot of money selling oil and gas,
but finding it hard to use that money to buy the things it needs, reportedly including
crucial components used in the production of tanks and other military equipment.



Why is Russia apparently having so much trouble buying stuff? Part of the answer is
that many of the world’s democracies have banned sales to Russia of a variety of
goods — weapons, of course, but also industrial components that can, directly or
indirectly, be used to produce weapons.

However, that can’t be the whole story, because Russia seems to have lost access to
imports even from countries that aren’t imposing sanctions. Matt Klein of the blog
The Overshoot estimates that in March, exports from allied democracies to Russia
were down 53% from normal levels (and early indications are that they fell further in
April). But exports from neutral or pro-Russian countries, including China, were
down almost as much — 45%.

Some of this may, as Mr. Klein has suggested, reflect fear, even in non-allied
countries, of “being on the wrong side of sanctions.” Imagine yourself as the CEO of
a Chinese company that relies on components produced in South Korea, Japan or the
United States. If you make sales to Russia that might be seen as helping Putin’s war
effort, wouldn’t you worry about facing sanctions yourself?

Sanctions on Russia’s financial system, such as the freezing of the central bank’s
reserves and the exclusion of some major private banks from international payment
systems, may also be crimping imports. Hard currency may be flowing into Russia,
but using that currency to buy things abroad has become difficult. You can’t conduct
modern business with suitcases full of $100 bills.

Now, it’s possible, even likely, that over time Russia will find workarounds that
bypass Western sanctions. But time is one thing Mr. Putin doesn’t seem to have.

As I said, the war in Ukraine appears to have devolved into a battle of attrition, and
that’s not a battle Mr. Putin seems likely to win: Russia has suffered huge equipment
losses that it won’t be able to replace anytime soon, while Ukraine is receiving large
equipment inflows from the West. This war may well be over, and not to Russia’s
advantage, before Russia finds ways around Western sanctions.

One final point: The effect of sanctions on Russia offers a graphic, if grisly,
demonstration of a point economists often try to make, but rarely manage to get
across: Imports, not exports, are the point of international trade.

That is, the benefits of trade shouldn’t be measured by the jobs and incomes created
in export industries; those workers could, after all, be doing something else. The
gains from trade come, instead, from the useful goods and services other countries
provide to your citizens.

And running a trade surplus isn’t a “win.” If anything, it means that you’re giving the
world more than you get, receiving nothing but IOUs in return.

Yes, I know that in practice there are caveats and complications to these statements.
Trade surpluses can sometimes help boost a weak economy, and while imports make a
nation richer, they may displace and impoverish some workers.



But what’s happening to Russia illustrates their essential truth. Russia’s trade surplus
is a sign of weakness, not strength; its exports are (alas) holding up well despite its
pariah status, but its economy is being crippled by a cutoff of imports.

And this in turn means that Vladimir Putin is losing the economic as well as the
military war.

Russian Diplomat Quits United Nations Role In Protest At 'Absolutely Needless'
Ukraine War
Kevin Schofield - Huff Post UK

Huff Post UKA view from damaged sites amid Russian attacks in Mariupol (Photo:
Anadolu Agency via Getty Images)

A top Russian diplomat has quit his role at the United Nations in protest at his
country “absolutely needless” invasion of Ukraine.
Boris Bondarev said he had “never been so ashamed of my country” as he was when
it attacked its neighbour on February 24.

In a lengthy letter announcing his resignation as Russia’s Counsellor to the United
Nations in Geneva, he accused Vladimir Putin of unleashing war “against the entire
Western world”.

His announcement is a further blow to the Russian president, who has seen his hopes
of a swift military victory disappear.

Bondarev said: “For twenty years of my diplomatic career I have seen different turns
of our foreign policy, but never have I been so ashamed of my country as on February
24 of this year.



“The aggressive war unleashed by Putin against Ukraine, and in fact against the
entire Western world, is not only a crime against the Ukrainian people, but also,
perhaps, the most serious crime against the people of Russia.”

The veteran diplomat went on: “Those who conceived this war want only one thing -
to remain in power forever, live in pompous tasteless palaces, sail on yachts
comparable in tonnage and cost to the entire Russian Navy, enjoying unlimited power
and complete impunity.

“To achieve that they are willing to sacrifice as many lives as it takes. Thousands of
Russians and Ukrainians have already died just for this.”

According to the UK’s ministry of defence, Russia has lost around 15,000 troops
since the war began, the same as the Soviet Union lost during nine years in
Afghanistan in the 1980s.

Bondarev accused the Russian ministry of foreign affairs of “warmongering, lies and
hatred”, which he said has left the country with no allies around the world.
“I studied to be a diplomat and have been a diplomat for twenty years,” he said.
“The Ministry has become my home and family. But I simply cannot any longer share
in this bloody, witless and absolutely needless ignominy.”

In their latest assessment of the war, the MoD suggested the Putin regime is facing
serious backlash from the general public over its failures in Ukraine.

They tweeted: “The Russian public has, in the past, proven sensitive to casualties
suffered during wars of choice.
“As casualties suffered in Ukraine continue to rise they will become more apparent,
and public dissatisfaction with the war and a willingness to voice it may grow.”

Elsewhere, the first war crimes trial since the Russian invasion began has just
sentenced a Russian soldier to life imprisonment.
Vadim Shishimarin, a tank commander, was found guilty of killing an unarmed
Ukrainian civilian who was riding a bicycle through a village.
This is significant because Moscow has repeatedly denied that it has committed any
war crimes through its invasion of Ukraine, despite growing consternation from the
rest of the international community.

Ukrainian prosectors have been going to areas such as Bucha where Russian forces
were accused of committing a massacre. Ukraine has allegedly opened more than
6,000 cases of war crimes.

After 3 months of war, life in Russia has profoundly changed
Associated Press (AP)
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After 3 months of war, life in Russia has profoundly changed ASSOCIATED PRESS

When Vladimir Putin announced the invasion of Ukraine, war seemed far away from
Russian territory. Yet within days the conflict came home — not with cruise missiles
and mortars but in the form of unprecedented and unexpectedly extensive volleys of
sanctions by Western governments and economic punishment by corporations.

Three months after the Feb. 24 invasion, many ordinary Russians are reeling from
those blows to their livelihoods and emotions. Moscow’s vast shopping malls have
turned into eerie expanses of shuttered storefronts once occupied by Western
retailers.

McDonald’s — whose opening in Russia in 1990 was a cultural phenomenon, a shiny
modern convenience coming to a dreary country ground down by limited choices —
pulled out of Russia entirely in response to its invasion of Ukraine.

IKEA, the epitome of affordable modern comforts, suspended operations. Tens of
thousands of once-secure jobs are now suddenly in question in a very short time.

Major industrial players including oil giants BP and Shell and automaker Renault
walked away, despite their huge investments in Russia. Shell has estimated it will lose
about $5 billion by trying to unload its Russian assets.

While the multinationals were leaving, thousands of Russians who had the economic
means to do so were also fleeing, frightened by harsh new government moves
connected to the war that they saw as a plunge into full totalitarianism. Some young
men may have also fled in fear that the Kremlin would impose a mandatory draft to
feed its war machine.

But fleeing has become much harder than it once was — the European Union’s 27
nations, along with the United States and Canada has banned flights to and from
Russia. The Estonian capital of Tallinn, once an easy long-weekend destination 90
minutes by air from Moscow, suddenly took at least 12 hours to reach on a route
through Istanbul.

Even vicarious travel via the Internet and social media has narrowed for Russians.
Russia in March banned Facebook and Instagram — although that can be



circumvented by using VPNs — and shut access to foreign media websites, including
the BBC, the U.S. government-funded Voice of America and Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty and the German broadcaster Deutsche Welle.

After Russian authorities passed a law calling for up to 15 years’ imprisonment for
stories that include “fake news” about the war, many significant independent news
media shut down or suspended operations. Those included the Ekho Moskvy radio
station and Novaya Gazeta, the newspaper whose editor Dmitry Muratov shared the
most recent Nobel Peace Prize.

The psychological cost of the repressions, restrictions and shrinking opportunities
could be high on ordinary Russians, although difficult to measure. Although some
public opinion polls in Russia suggest support for the Ukraine war is strong, the
results are likely skewed by respondents who stay silent, wary of expressing their
genuine views.

Andrei Kolesnikov of the Carnegie Moscow Center wrote in a commentary that
Russian society right now is gripped by an “aggressive submission” and that the
degradation of social ties could accelerate.

“The discussion gets broader and broader. You can call your compatriot — a fellow
citizen, but one who happens to have a different opinion — a “traitor” and consider
them an inferior kind of person.

You can, like the most senior state officials, speculate freely and quite calmly on the
prospects of nuclear war. (That’s) something that was certainly never permitted in
Soviet times during Pax Atomica, when the two sides understood that the ensuing
damage was completely unthinkable,” he wrote.

“Now that understanding is waning, and that is yet another sign of the
anthropological disaster Russia is facing,” he said.

The economic consequences have yet to fully play out.
In the early days of the war, the Russian ruble lost half its value. But government
efforts to shore it up have actually raised its value to higher than its level before the
invasion.

But in terms of economic activity, “that’s a completely different story,” said Chris
Weafer, a veteran Russia economy analyst at Macro-Advisory.
“We see deterioration in the economy now across a broad range of sectors.
Companies are warning that they’re running out of inventories of spare parts. A lot of
companies put their workers on part time work and others are warning to them they
have to shut down entirely. So there’s a real fear that unemployment will rise during
the summer months, that there will be a big drop in consumption and retail sales and
investment,” he told The Associated Press.

The comparatively strong ruble, however heartening it may seem, also poses
problems for the national budget, Weafer said.



“They receive their revenue effectively in its foreign currency from the exporters and
their payments are in rubles. So the stronger the ruble, then it means the less money
that they actually have to spend,” he said.

“(That) also makes Russian exporters less competitive, because they’re more
expensive on the world stage.”

If the war drags on, more companies could exit Russia. Weafer suggested that those
companies who have only suspended operations might resume them if a cease-fire and
peace deal for Ukraine are reached, but he said the window for this could be closing.

“If you walk around shopping malls in Moscow, you can see that many of the fashion
stores, Western business groups, have simply pulled down the shutters. Their shelves
are still full, the lights are still on.

They’re simply just not open. So they haven’t pulled out yet. They’re waiting to see
what happens next,” he explained.

Those companies will soon be pressed to resolve the limbo that their Russian
businesses are in, Weafer said.
“We are now getting to the stage where companies are starting to run out of time, or
maybe run out of patience,” he said.

China-India Border Crisis Has Quietly Resulted In Victory For Beijing
Sim Tack - The Drive

The Drive

Two years have passed since the height of the most recent flare-up in the border crisis
between China and India that started in May 2020. The event saw lethal melee



combat over Aksai Chin, which the Chinese claim as a part of Xinjiang and India
claims as a part of Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir.

Both India and China reported casualties as a result of a June 2020 altercation in this
region's Galwan Valley. The crisis itself ended through a number of limited
withdrawals of front-line positions on both sides. But now, two years later, the overall
strategic picture is one of remarkable Chinese military buildup and encroachment.

The Drive China-India Border Crisis Has Quietly Resulted In Victory For Beijing
Being one of the largest disputed areas between India and China, Aksai Chin sits
adjacent to the Kashmir region, another turbulent border for India due to its
overlapping claim on the region with Pakistan.

Sitting at 38,000 square kilometers, Aksai Chin is a cold, arid, and largely
uninhabited desert just a little bigger than Maryland. The area has been long disputed
between the two with China extending its first military grab over the region after the
Sino-Indo war of 1962.

Four decades passed with both countries regularly entering into minor scuffles in the
region, but 2020 witnessed a complete change in tempo, pushing two nuclear-armed
neighbors into a rapid escalation. Some reports have suggested that China’s
aggression came as a result of a new road – the Darbuk–Shyok–Daulat Beg Oldi
Road, or DSDBO – that India was building in the region.

Another possible catalyst linked to the conflict was a move by India to change the
status of Jammu & Kashmir, redrawing maps and borders which included the
disputed area — a move China has regularly voiced opposition to.
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The Drive China-India Border Crisis Has Quietly Resulted In Victory For Beijing
As the crisis dropped from the headlines following the initial de-escalation, no further
progress was made in negotiations. Chinese and Indian troops remain just kilometers
apart while steadily increasing their military capacity.

Through the crisis, China managed to effectively take control of Aksai Chin — in a
practical military sense, this is a departure from its previous disputed status — and
has heavily militarized the entire region around it.

During the border crisis in 2020, China established improvised positions at key
locations along the edges of its own territorial claim in the region. Chinese forces
established tent camps in the Galwan Valley, occupied critical patrol points, sent
forces to camp atop mountain ranges along high altitude lakes and set up new bases
in open plains.

Negotiations during the crisis itself led China to abandon a small minority of these
improvised frontline positions, but over the next two years, the vast majority of them
developed into permanent all-weather military encampments.

The strength that China has rapidly developed along these borders will severely
constrain India’s ability to ever recover access to the Aksai Chin region. Despite the
public appearance of the crisis being settled in a Chinese withdrawal, this withdrawal
has remained negligible compared to the scale of the territory that China has
militarized. As such, China has achieved a form of territorial expansion by bringing
Aksai Chin from a disputed status to a de facto militarily occupied status.

India has, of course, not been entirely passive throughout the course of the crisis and
the two years that have followed. Initially, its stern response to Chinese expansions
into the Galwan Valley quite literally pushed back the Chinese efforts to establish new
positions, but its risk-averse approach did eventually allow the Chinese military to
dig in at Aksai Chin.



The main Indian response has come outside of Aksai Chin itself, within the undisputed
bordering territories of India, and has focused on building up a capacity for aerial
combat and reconnaissance along with the redistribution of forces along its northern
border. While China built up its military capacity within Aksai Chin, India has been
upgrading and adding to its air bases outside of, but near Aksai Chin.

New armaments have also made it into the Indian inventory, such as the French-made
Rafale multi-role fighter aircraft, as well as the possible acquisition of U.S.-made
MQ-9B Reaper unmanned aerial vehicles that would enhance India’s ability to
monitor Chinese activities in Aksai Chin, and if needed to strike against them if a
conflict were to break out.

Abhijit Iyer-Mitra, a Senior Fellow (Nuclear Security Program) at the Institute of
Peace and Conflict Studies, a New Delhi-based think tank focusing on South Asian
affairs, notes that there has been a massive drive to improve infrastructure and better
inter-connectivity within disputed Aksai Chin, by China.

“This sort of development would have been a land warfare planner’s nightmare, but
it offers India a unique advantage now, in the form of a target-rich environment for
the Indian Air Force, the same air force that has, in the course of the last few years,
replaced the army as the primary response to serious cross border threats,”
according to Iyer-Mitra.

“Unfortunately, the progress on the Chinese side, in his opinion, solidifies the fluid
line of actual control into an actual border, one that will be more prone to friction.
But on the bright side, this semi-formally ends the 'salami-slicing' the Chinese
resorted to till around 2013.”

The Drive China-India Border Crisis Has Quietly Resulted In Victory For Beijing
Salami-slicing refers to a well-known Chinese strategy for territorial expansion,
where, with the use of small provocations and challenges separated over time, China
tries to achieve a much larger snowballing goal.
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Choosing a path of stability and de-escalation has also allowed India to nurture close
relationships with strategic partners in the developed world to help balance against
or contain Chinese power on a global level.

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, known commonly as “the Quad,” that brings
India together with the United States, Australia, and Japan (as well as possibly South
Korea and Vietnam’s role as part of the so-called “Quad Plus”) is one of the main
ways in which India tries to build such a diplomatic alliance.

Coordinating with countries that all share concerns over Chinese power projection
may allow India to be part of a higher-level strategic effort to counterbalance against
China. Still, that doesn’t mean these burgeoning alliances will directly impact the
situation in Akai Chin.

The most critical manner in which China has in fact managed to establish its
undisputed control over the Aksai Chin region is evidenced by the evolution of
China’s front-line positions. While initially composed of small outposts and then
joined by temporary tent camps during the 2020 face-off, these positions have now
evolved into permanent bases with cold weather shelters.

At the Depsang Plains for example, at the northern end of the disputed Aksai Chin
region, China used to maintain an observational presence. Today, this area boasts a
large military position composed of infantry shelters and ammunition storage
facilities, as well as tanks and artillery systems.

The Chinese presence at the Depsang Plains evolved from a limited mission to a
permanent deployment of a large combat-capable force that would present serious
challenges for India to dislodge from its positions.

At Galwan Valley and Hot Springs, Chinese troops were in fact forced to withdraw
following skirmishes with Indian troops and ensuing negotiations in 2020. Even at
these locations of the so-called “mutual withdrawals” just a single kilometer removed
from their initial positions, Chinese forces have established large permanent bases
supported by solar panels to provide them with energy and modern roads to resupply
them.

China does maintain some rather rudimentary temporary positions in the Spanggur
Lake area (just south of Pangong Lake), but even these positions are directly
supported by permanent military positions that China developed at Pangong Lake
and the even larger military support positions deeper into China at Rutog.

China’s ability to claim undisputed control over Aksai Chin is not based solely on its
ability to establish permanent military positions on the border of the disputed
territory.

Perhaps even more important is the vast network of large logistical nodes and
support bases that China established within the disputed region, and the tremendous
effort it has gone through to connect these and its front-line positions by building new
roads. Where China in the past maintained a logistics network that could support the
presence of several hundred Chinese troops on the front-lines of its territorial claims

https://www.csis.org/analysis/defining-diamond-past-present-and-future-quadrilateral-security-dialogue


in Aksai Chin, this upgraded infrastructure and support network now allows it to
reinforce many thousands of troops simultaneously.

This effort may seem easier than it really is, but in order to effectively connect all
these positions and support bases to China’s existing military lines of communication,
it has had to effectively tame the geography of Aksai Chin.

This means, for example, taming the riverbed in the many valleys between mountain
ranges, to guarantee year-round mobility even when the rivers are in spate. By
constructing this brand new road network, inters-paced with large arterial support
bases behind the front-line, China effectively turned what used to be a long five-hour
journey into just a one or two-hour trip.

China has also not limited its logistical expansion into Aksai Chin to ground
transport and has expanded its logistics into the third dimension by constructing a
number of large heliports inside and nearby Aksai Chin.

Prior to the 2020 crisis, small Chinese observation posts would sometimes have a
small helipad nearby, but the new disposition includes the permanent deployment of
entire helicopter squadrons at key logistical nodes to facilitate the rapid movement of
troops or supplies when needed.

The redevelopment and expansion of air-power on China’s western border is not only
limited to Aksai Chin, the pattern has been observed across the Tibetan Plateau
indicative of a larger vertical lift network that is rapidly taking shape. You can read
all about this reality and our analysis of it in past features linked here and here.

The expansion of China’s forward deployments and logistical support even expands
beyond the Aksai Chin region itself. Since the beginning of the 2020 crisis, China has
erected veritable military cities from the empty desert. These immense bases directly
support China’s ability to maintain troop presence within Aksai Chin, and offer it the
ability to rapidly surge its military presence in the area during future crises.

At Pangong Lake, for example, new roads – and a bridge across the lake just outside
of India’s territorial claim – reach all the way around the lake to the town of Rutog
where large military facilities now dominate the landscape.

These facilities provide for a permanent deployment of Chinese forces, as well as
frequent rotations of training exercises that allow Chinese military units to even
better prepare for potential conflict in this region and especially at extreme altitudes
that are a staple of it.

The same is true for other regions, where in the North, the logistical connections
draw all the way to China’s Hotan Air Base, and in the south, Chinese forward
positions at Demchok are supported by connections to military facilities in Gar
County and the Ngari Gunsa air bases.

Vikram J. Singh, Senior Advisor for Asia at the US Institute For Peace, says
enhancing India’s situational awareness and deterrent posture will be critical to
maintaining stability.
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“In Aksai Chin, China has largely replicated its success of gaining de facto control of
disputed territory in the waters of the South China Sea,” Singh says.
“Getting the best intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities possible
and investing in its military to deter further Chinese provocations is vital.”

“Beijing’s success with coercion and militarisation of disputed territory below the
threshold of conflict can easily lead to miscalculation about what will provoke a
forceful response from a neighbor and risk escalation.”

As India turns to self-reliance, Singh says, it should leverage its "willing partners, the
United States, as well as Europe and Israel, can provide technology India needs right
now to stay on top of the challenge from China and contribute to self-sufficiency.”

The intensity of China’s military buildup in and around Aksai Chin, which has
continued effortlessly after the limited withdrawals in 2020, effectively puts it in a
position where its ability to project military power into the disputed region is
relatively incontestable. Negotiations have not led to any breakthroughs for India to
improve its position or access within the disputed territory.

In essence, time has been on China’s side and India now faces a (quite literal) uphill
battle to restore even a semblance of control over its territorial claims in this area
while it simultaneously faces similar challenges at other locations of its shared
border farther East.

*** Detresfa_ is an open-source and image intelligence analyst and contributor for
The War Zone. Sim Tack is the co-founder and military analyst at Force Analysis and
also a contributor for The War Zone.
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