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Gun shop owner who sold Bushmaster XM-15 to Buffalo shooting suspect said

background check showed nothing amiss
Theresa Braine - New York daily News

USMAN KHAN

The gun shop owner who sold the Bushmaster XM-15 to the 18-year-old who shot and
killed 10 people at a Tops supermarket in Buffalo, N.Y., said his customer had passed
a background check and raised no red flags.

FBI agents look at bullet impacts in a Tops Grocery store in Buffalo, New York, on
May 15, 2022, the day after a gunman shot dead 10 people. (USMAN KHAN/)

“I just can’t believe it. I don’t understand why an 18-year-old would even do this,”
Robert Donald, owner of Vintage Firearms in Endicott, N.Y., told The New York
Times on Sunday. “I know I didn’t do anything wrong, but I feel terrible about it.”

The 75-year-old has owned the shop nearly 30 years, selling mostly collectible
firearms. He told The New York Times that he was shocked to hear from federal
authorities and then received a visit from two Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives agents about the murderous rampage by Payton S. Gendron in a Tops

supermarket on Saturday.
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New York Daily News Payton Gendron talks with his attorney during his
arraignment in Buffalo City Court, Saturday, May 14, 2022, in Buffalo, N.Y.

“I knew nothing about it until I got the call from them,” he told the newspaper. “I
couldn’t believe it.”

The agents took paperwork documenting the purchase, The Times said. Donald said
he only sells about a half dozen assault weapons annually, and even so, Gendron did
not make an impression.

“He didn’t stand out — because if he did, I would’ve never sold him the gun,”” Donald
told The Times.

Gendron later modified the used semiautomatic rifle illegally so it could
accommodate a high-capacity magazine, The Washington Post reported.

The white teen was blatant about the racist nature of his crime, posting a manifesto
and then streaming the shooting on the social media site Twitch before it was taken

down.

“This was pure evil,” Erie County Sheriff John Garcia said at a press conference. “It
was straight-up racially motivated.”

Arrested at the scene, Gendron was later arraigned and is being held without bail.

Why 'the Russian army just isn't very good'’
Peter Weber - The Week US
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A glance behind Moscow's military failures

Books will be written about Russia's failures in Ukraine, and Ukraine's unexpectedly
strong resistance in the face of an invasion by its much larger, better armed, and
more powerful neighbor.

Russian President Viadimir Putin's Feb. 24 lightning strike to capture Kyiv, the
capital, was grounded, then retracted. And Russia's backup plan, redeploying its
attributed forces to seize more territory in Ukraine's east and south, is by all accounts
going haltingly and may not succeed, either.

Ukraine is humiliating the Kremlin — killing its generals, sinking its battleships,
destroying its tanks and aircraft, even pushing back Russian advances — but it isn't
winning. Russia has killed thousands of Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, flattened
major cities and small towns, caused Ukraine's economy to shrink a projected 30)
percent this year, and taken a big swath of Ukraine's territory.

And Russia may yet meet some of its redefined military objectives in Ukraine. But
Moscow's mighty army, previously thought to be the second-most-powerful in the
world, is losing right now. What's going on?

Russia had unrealistic expectations

"The reality,” Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines told the Senate this week,
is that "Putin faces a mismatch between his ambitions and Russia's current
conventional military capabilities.”

Russia's original war aim "was to inflict a decisive blow on Ukraine that would
transform the country's political institutions,” Zack Beauchamp writes at Vox.
Putin's retreat from Kyiv and the rest of northern Ukraine "de facto conceded that its
fundamental war aim was outside of its power.”

Yes, "the Russian special military operation in Ukraine is already a strategic
failure,” says Olga Oliker at the International Crisis Group. "What they wanted out
of this was a compliant Ukraine run by people friendly to Russia. This does not seem
like a plausible outcome — and, aside from that, their forces have proven to be much
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less capable than almost everyone thought.” What we're seeing with Russia, a senior
Pentagon official assessed in mid-March, "is poor planning running up against actual
execution.”

Ukraine exploited Russian missteps

When Russia launched its invasion, it tried to quickly seize Kyiv and other major
population centers, assuming there would be "light Ukrainian resistance, which did
not end up being the case,” Vox's Beauchamp writes, "and they were undercut by
poor logistics and a decision to travel on open roads that created easy opportunities
for ambushes.

The Ukrainians took advantage, raiding Russia's weak supply lines and stymieing the
Russians in brutal block-to-block fighting" and savage drone attacks on Russian
armor.

Early footage and news reports showed "Russia’s armored vehicles abandoned for
lack of fuel, its soldiers foraging for food, its transport planes shot out of the sky, its
various military elements — tanks, infantry, aircraft — unable to coordinate their
aims,” Fred Kaplan notes at Slate. Putin wanted a blitzkrieg, "but the Russian army
isn't cut out for lightning strikes.”

"If we've learned anything in this conflict so far, it's that theoretical Russian
advantages don't always translate to battlefield success," Beauchamp adds.

"And there are reasons to think that Ukraine may once again repulse the Russian
attack.”

Russia failed on the electronic battlefield

"Among Russia's most costly mistakes when it invaded Ukraine was the expectation
that it would dominate the electronic warfare part of the battle,” David Ignatius
writes in The Washington Post.

The aim of the "exotic” military art of electronic warfare” is to attack an adversary
by manipulating the electromagnetic spectrum — through jamming, intercepting or
altering communications, radar, GPS, or other signals,” and "the Russians
overestimated their own capabilities, underestimated Ukraine's — and didn't reckon
on the power of NATO military support for Kyiv.”

Russia's electronic warfare ops were "dazzling” when it invaded Ukraine in 2014, but
Ukraine sharply improved its capabilities since then and "Russia’s centralized,
top-down command structure” meant nobody was empowered to "make speedy
fixes,” Ignatius adds.

So "when their fancy communications equipment broke down, the Russians resorted
to cellphones on Ukrainian networks, which revealed not just their plans but their
locations — allowing precise attacks," including one that killed Maj. Gen. Andrei
Simonov, "among his country's leading electronic war specialists.”

A changing balance
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"While Russia gets weaker, Ukraine gets stronger: It now has more tanks than at the
start of the war, much better artillery, and far more weapons systems of all
kinds,” Max Boot writes at the Post.

"Russian morale is poor, with officers reportedly disobeying orders; Ukrainian
morale is sky-high.”

And "Russia has paid a fearsome price for meager gains,” Boot adds.

"Kyiv claims that more than 25,000 Russian soldiers have been killed,” probably only
a slight exaggeration, and "open-source reporting confirms that Russia has lost more
than 3,500 vehicles (including more than 600 tanks), 121 aircraft, and nine naval
vessels, including the flagship of the Black Sea fleet. Those are the worst losses
Russia has suffered since World War I1.”

And sanctions are taking their toll

The U.S. and its allies have hit Russia with all kinds of punitive sanctions, many of
them aimed at preventing Russia from rebuilding its arsenal. And it's already working,
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo testified before Congress.

"We have reports from Ukrainians that when they find Russian military equipment on
the ground, it's filled with semiconductors that they took out of dishwashers and
refrigerators.”

"We're going to see additional impacts on the battlefield as the Russian aerospace
industry and the Russian maritime industry is unable to source its parts, which they
need in order to keep their planes flying, their submarines moving and their boats
sailing,” Raimondo deputy Matthew Axelrod told The Wall Street Journal's Risk &
Compliance Forum.

Russia's army just isn't very good

Russia's failures are due in part to "the valiant resistance of Ukraine's army and
civilian defense forces,” Slate's Kaplan writes. "But it's also due to the fact that the
Russian army just isn't very good.” Seriously, "['ve watched the Russian army for
years. I knew they weren't good, but I never suspected they'd were this bad,”

retired Lt. Gen. Mark Hertling tweeted. "Corruption has taken over their ranks, their
government, their leadership on a scale that is mafia-like.”

In fact, Putin valorizes Russia's defeat of the Nazis in World War II "because Russia's
history offers few comparable military achievements,” explains Sir Lawrence
Freedman, the dean of British war studies scholars.

The 20th century began with Russia's "humiliating defeat at the hands of Japan” and
ended with Russia "humiliated by the secessionist Chechnya in one war” before
winning the second only "by adopting brutal tactics.”

Russia's bloody and costly victory in 1945 "left an abiding image of a military
steamroller, a mass army crushing all before it through its sheer weight," but "it is
now apparent that there is no steamroller,” Freedman writes. Still, the idea's
"influence on the Russian generals helps explain the arrogance behind their initial
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plans, as if Ukrainian forces would crumble once confronted with a Russian

offensive.”

The sad irony is that both Adolf Hitler and Napoleon Bonaparte made similar and
ruinous strategic miscalculations about Soviet and tsarists Russia, respectively, Joe
Donato writes at the Modern War Institute.

"Vladimir Putin is not Hitler or Napoleon, but there are striking similarities between
the flawed theory of victory that under-girded his foray into Ukraine and their
doomed invasions of Russia.”

Putin's NATO Backfire? How Finnish, Swedish Forces Compare With Ukraine's
Jack Dutton - Newsweek

If Ukraine had joined NATO as Russian President Vladimir Putin once feared, it
would have added an extra 210,000 troops and 2,550 tanks to the alliance's military
strength, bringing the total up to at least 3.7 million personnel, including troops,
personnel and civilian fighters.

Contributor/Getty Russian President Vladimir Putin waves during the Victory Day
Parade at Red Square on May 9, 2022 in Moscow, Russia.

Finland and Sweden have both dramatically increased military spending since Putin
made the decision to invade Ukraine on February 24, and have announced their
intention to join NATO

Putin has always justified his invasion of Ukraine as a means to stop the eastward
expansion of the 30-strong Western military alliance but Finland and Sweden have
both dramatically increased military spending since the war began on February 24.
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The two countries have announced their intention to join NATO, signaling that Putin's
war aims to prevent the alliance from getting stronger are backfiring.

Moscow has been quick to warn that the two countries' move to join the alliance will
be met by "retaliatory steps,"” including deployment of nuclear weapons.

However, Sweden's ruling party approved the country's bid to join NATO on Sunday,
as well as Finnish politicians calling for their country to join the alliance "without
delay.”

The decisions to end decades of neutrality are almost entirely motivated by the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. Finland has an 807-mile border with Russia, fought two
wars against the Soviet Union and is increasingly concerned about its security.

I have been in regular contact with my Turkish colleague Minister

Finland and Sweden's governments are expected to formally submit a
Jjoint-membership application to the 30-member alliance as soon as the decisions are

ratified.

On Saturday, Russia cut off electricity supplies to Finland, according to the Finnish
grid operator. Russian energy supplier RAO Nordic said the move was allegedly
linked to problems with payments and not the current political situation.

Now that Finland and Sweden seem like they're on course to join NATO, let's look at
how their militaries compare to Russia's and Ukraine's pre-war military, as well as
NATO's military. We will also look at their defense spending commitments since the
beginning of the war.

Military Comparisons

Russia has the fifth-largest military in the world. Its army has 280,000 personnel and
its armed forces have 900,000 active personnel in total, according to the International
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS).

According to its website, NATO has 3.5 million military personnel, including troops,
personnel, and civilians. The alliance has 14,682 main battle tanks, according to
Statista.

Ukraine's armed forces number about 210,000, including numerous reserves and
new recruits. President Volodymyr Zelensky recently signed a decree that would
eventually increase Ukraine's armed forces to 361,000 personnel.

Had Ukraine joined NATO as Putin initially feared, it would bring the alliances’
forces up to nearly 3.7 million.

Russia's 2,840 battle tanks outnumber Ukraine's by more than three to one, according
to the IISS. According to Oryx — a military and intelligence blog which monitors
Russia's military losses in Ukraine — Ukraine had about 2,550 tanks before the war,
meaning that NATO would have more than 17,000 tanks if the country joined the
alliance.

Global Fire Power, a military analysis website, estimates that Finland has 23,000
active military personnel, 900,000 reserve personnel and 200 tanks.
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The website says that Sweden has 16,000 active military personnel and 22,000
paramilitary forces, meaning it has an estimated 38,000 military personnel overall. It
says that Sweden has 121 tanks.

According to Global Firepower, Finland has 192 military aircraft and Sweden has
204. Ukraine has approximately 318 military aircraft.

If both Finland and Sweden joined NATO, it would bring the total number of military
personnel in the alliance to nearly 3.57 million. This figure is lower than what
Ukraine would have added to NATO at pre-war levels. However, if reserves are
included it would bring it to nearly 4.5 million. Overall, the alliance would have just
over 15,000 tanks if the two Nordic countries were members.

New Military Spending Commitments
NATO members are required to reach a military spending target of 2 percent of their
GDP to be a member of the trans-Atlantic alliance.

On March 10, Sweden announced that it would raise its military spending as a result
of the Ukraine war—in 2020, it accounted for 1.2 percent of the country's GDP, but
now it will rise to 2 percent "as soon as possible,” Swedish Prime Minister
Magdalena Andersson told reporters. During the Cold War, Sweden dedicated up to
four percent of GDP to its defense budget, but in the 1990s and 2000s this was cut to
around 1 percent.

Sweden's military budget for 2021 is around 66 billion kronor ($6.56 billion) and it
had already agreed to raise it to 91 billion kronor a year by 20235.

On April 5, Finland said it would increase its defense spending by €2.2 billion
($2.4bn) over the next four years—including by €788 million in 2023 and then by
€408 million a year until 2026. This marks about a 70 percent increase to the
previous defense budget.

"The war in Europe has fundamentally changed our security environment,” Finnish
Defense Minister Antti Kaikkonen said in a statement at the time.
"For this reason we have decided to allocate a significant budgetary increase to the

defense forces,” he added.

Newsweek has contacted the Russian foreign ministry for comment.

Matriarch accused of leading drug clan captured
BBC News
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Reuters

Police in Honduras have captured a woman accused of leading a drug trafficking
clan with four of her sons.

Herlinda Bobadilla, 61, was arrested in the mountains of Honduras after a shoot-out
in which her 32-year-old son, Tito Montes, was killed.

US authorities had requested that she and her sons Tito and Juan Carlos Montes be
extradited to the US and had offered a $5m-reward (£4.1m) for each.

Thirty-five-year-old Juan Carlos Montes remains on the run.

Police in Honduras say they received many tip-offs after the US State Department
offered the multi-million dollar reward for the three two weeks ago.

They say they tracked down Herlinda Bobadilla and her sons Tito and Juan Carlos in
the mountains of Colon province using aerial surveillance.

Special forces were deployed to the area and following an "intense confrontation”,
they arrested Herlinda Bobadilla.

In a a statement, Honduran police said one member of the clan had been killed "when
he opened fire on special ops agents”. The police chief later confirmed that the killed
clan member was Tito Montes.

Smugglers by sea, air and ground
The Montes clan is accused of being one of the largest drug trafficking cartels in
Honduras.

1t has its power base on the northern coast of the Central American nation, where it
receives large shipments of cocaine from South America via sea and air.



According to US prosecutors, they used submarines, illegal aircraft and boats to
transport the drugs from Colombia and other cocaine-producing nations.

The Montes clan then smuggled the illicit substances north through Central America
and Mexico to the United States, prosecutors allege.

It was reportedly founded as far back as the the 1980s by Pedro Garcia Montes, a
Honduran with close links to Colombia's Cali drugs cartel.

After Garcia Montes was shot dead on a beach in Colombia by two hit men in 2004,

his trafficking business was taken over by his cousin, Alex Adan Montes, one of
Herlinda Bobadilla's sons.

Alex Adan Montes was twice arrested on drugs charges. The first time, gunmen
sprang him from house arrest, killing two of the officers guarding him and allowing
him to flee to Colombia.

The second time, he was released into house arrest on medical grounds. He died of a
heart attack in November 2014.

His brother Noe Montes took over leadership of the clan until 2017, when he was
arrested and extradited to the US.

With Noe Montes sentenced to life in prison, control of the Montes cartel passed over
to Tito, Juan Carlos, and their mother, Herlinda Bobadilla.

According to prosecutors, Ms Bobadilla had over the years become ever more
involved in the family's illicit business, from first assisting her sons in the importation,
transportation and distribution of cocaine to finally becoming a joint leader of the
clan.

Her arrest comes at a time when the role of Honduras in international
drug-trafficking is being highlighted in a number of high-profile cases.

On Tuesday, Juan Orlando Hernandez - who was president of Honduras for eight
vears until January of 2022 - pleaded not guilty to drugs charges. He is accused of
working "with some of the world's most prolific narcotics traffickers to build a
corrupt and brutally violent empire”.

A day later, the former head of the Honduran police, Juan Carlos Bonilla, made his
first court appearance in New York after also being extradited on drugs charges.

Kadyrov warns Erdogan not to help 'murderers and atheists' in steel plant escape
Ukraine
Victor 1. Nava - Washington Examiner

Chechen strongman Ramzan Kadyrov urged Turkey's president on Sunday not to
assist with the evacuation of Ukrainian forces trapped underneath the Azovstal steel
plant in Mariupol, calling some of the fighters "murderers and atheists.”



Washington Examiner Kadyrov warns Erdogan not to help 'murderers and atheists’
in steel plant escape Ukraine

Kadyrov, the leader of the Chechen Republic of Russia, made his appeal to Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Telegram, arguing that the Ukrainian troops
holed up inside the steel plant in southeastern Ukraine are "fascist criminals” known
for "regular statements insulting the great Islamic values.”

Turkey has been in talks with Ukraine and Russia, attempting to broker a deal to
evacuate some of the Ukrainian fighters from the Azovstal steel plant to Turkey. The
Chechen ruler, who is Muslim and leads a predominantly Muslim region of Russia,
was referencing the members of Ukraine's Azov Battalion, who early in the war
boasted about greasing bullets in pig fat to shoot Chechen soldiers with.

"With all due respect to the leader of the Muslim state, I would like to remind you that
the Azov regiment is a fascist-Nazi criminal armed formation that is involved in
numerous atrocities and murders of the civilian population of Donbas,” Kadyrov said
on Telegram.

"In the cellars of 'Azovstal’ these fascist criminals keep civilians, using them as
human shields. The members of this bandit organization are known in Ukraine and
beyond for their regular statements insulting the great Islamic values and ridiculing
the religion of Islam in general,” the Chechen ruler claimed.

Kadyrov, 45, then warned Erdogan that Russian Muslims already troubled by
Turkey's support of Ukraine would be further outraged if he were to become involved
in efforts to evacuate members of the Azov Battalion.

"If the Muslims of Russia were saddened by the news that Turkey, a Muslim country,
helped Ukraine with the supply of Bayraktar drones, then imagine how sharply they
perceived the message that Turkey was ready to evacuate ardent opponents and
detractors of Islam?”” Kadyrov said.

"I appeal to Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan: the people of Azov are
murderers and atheists, whom they now want to present to you as innocent victims of
Russian aggression. Do not let yourself be deceived by criminals who want to avoid
trial and well-deserved punishment with your help,” his message concluded.
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Ukraine's Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk said last week that the country is
working with Turkey, the Red Cross, and the United Nations on an evacuation plan
for the wounded fighters trapped in the steel plant.

In a controversial video clip shared by the Azov Battalion early in the war, Azov
fighters were seen reportedly dipping bullets in pig fat in preparation for Chechen
Muslims to invade Ukraine.

Before the war, in 2019, Facebook had banned any posts praising the far-right
regiment, only making a "narrow exception” allowing praise of the group since the
Feb. 24 invasion "strictly in the context of defending Ukraine, or in their role as part
of the Ukraine National Guard,” a spokesperson from Facebook's parent company,
Meta, told Business Insider.

For his part, Kadyrov, one of Russian President Viadimir Putin's top allies, has made
several threats and wild accusations toward Ukraine and Ukrainian supporters since
Russia's Feb. 24 invasion.

Last month he accused Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky of having
schizophrenia after Zelensky said his country was prepared to fight Russia for 10
more years if necessary. In his message, Kadyrov added, "We will finish with you one
of these days.”

After Russian troops withdrew from Kyiv in April, and the Donbas offensive began,
Kadyrov warned that Russian forces would eventually conquer the capital city and
"all” cities in Ukraine.

The Chechen leader has also gone after Elon Musk, warning the SpaceX and Tesla
CEO in March that Putin would beat "the hell out” of him. Kadyrov made the
comment after Musk challenged the Russian president to a judo match on social
media.

Clarence Thomas Turns the Tables on Democrats — The Supreme Court Justice
Says Leak Changed Court Forever
Daniel Ottomire - American Journal Daily
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What’s Happening:

Many Americans were outraged when someone within the Supreme Court leaked a
draft opinion. Many Americans, except Democrats. Instead, they were outraged that
the court was going to overturn an old ruling—something the Supreme Court does all
the time.

Experts explained the leak was meant to undermine the court’s ability to judge. We've
seen Democrats protest to intimidate the court into changing its decision—something
that is against federal law.

Now, Supreme Court Justice Thomas is explaining the damage this leak has done to
our highest court.

“I do think that what happened at the court is tremendously bad... I wonder how long
we re going to have these institutions at the rate we re undermining them,”” Thomas
said at the Old Parkland Conference...

“When you lose that trust, especially in the institution that I'm in, it changes the
institution fundamentally. You begin to look over your shoulder. It’s like kind of an
infidelity that you can explain it, but you can’t undo it,” Thomas added.

Clarence Thomas condemned the leak that exposed the court to protests, rioting, and
possible threats of harm. He said such a leak—which had never been done before in
our nation’s history—changed the court forever.

Contrast this to Ketanji Brown Jackson, the newly selected SCOTUS Justice, who in
an interview would not speak positively or negatively on the leak itself. That’s a
Democrat for you, refusing to defend the sacred institution of the Supreme Court.

The justices on this court—and judges on any court—must be free to make rulings
based on the law and evidence presented to them. They cannot be swayed by public
opinion and outside influences.

But now, thanks to this leak, the justices will forever be looking over their shoulders,
as Thomas explained. They will now always fear leaks and other activities that would
undermine their decisions.

Secrecy, as it has been explained, is needed so justices can freely debate a case. But
the justices didn’t even think such a leak could occur, they just assumed Americans
had too much respect for the court.

Not these days. Democrats have made it clear that they care more about their agenda
and power than respecting our nation’s institutions.

We can’t predict what will happen now. But hopefully, the court will be able to
implement rules from preventing this from happening ever again.

Key Takeaways:
Justice Thomas blasted the leaker, saying it changed the court forever. Thomas
explained now, that justices will be looking over their shoulder.



He said that justices never even thought a leak like this would happen.

Sailors are deserting the Navy at a ‘staggering’ rate
Haley Britzky - Task & Purpose

Task & Purpose

The number of sailors who deserted the Navy last year is more than double the
number who deserted in 2019, a statistic that one expert described as “staggering.’
According to a new report from NBC, 157 sailors deserted the Navy last year,
compared to 98 in 2020, and 63 in 2019. While Navy officials couldn’t explain the
increase to NBC, they pointed to the “many different stressors” in the service. And
there have been many stressors made public in the last several months.

)
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https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/navy-desertions-doubled-suicide-concerns-sailors-feel-trapped-contract-rcna28516

Key West is a state-of-the-art facility for air-to-air combat fighter aircraft of all
military services and provides world-class pier-side support to U.S. and foreign naval
vessels.

The service started the year amid a water contamination crisis in Hawaii that
displaced thousands of service members and their families from their homes.

In February, junior soldiers and sailors told Navy Times they were living without
“basic qualities of life” at the Naval Support Activity Bethesda barracks, which
houses the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center.

Navy Times described barracks that went without air conditioning for several months
in the summer, had no hot water, and even had doors that wouldn’t lock. And at
Naval Air Station Key West, Florida, junior sailors are on their own to find housing
after the Navy recently announced it was shutting down a barracks for repairs.

Task & Purposel90712-N-UV609-0235 CAMP PENDELTON, Calif- July 12, 2019

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Russell Smith speaks to Sailors assigned to
Assault Craft Unit 5 (ACU 5) during an all hands call July 12. During the visit, Smith
highlighted the importance of readiness across the Blue-Green team, and the value of
amphibious capabilities. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd
Class David Mora Jr.

The Navy has also seen a string of deaths, many of which are suspected to be suicides,
aboard the USS George Washington as it undergoes extensive repairs. Sailors told
Military.com last month that the people who had to move back on board despite it still
being worked on meant they were living in “a construction zone,” with constant
problems that have added up over time and “never goes away.”

"There's grinding, needle gunning, there's always problems with ventilation, there's
always problems with hot water," one sailor said. In response to sailors’ questions
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about their living conditions, the message from Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy
Russell Smith was essentially, things could be worse.

“I hear your concerns and you should always raise them but you have to do so with
reasonable expectations and then understanding what...what this is like,” Smith
recently told sailors during a visit to the aircraft carrier.

“What you're not doing is sleeping in a foxhole like a Marine might be doing. What
you are doing is going home at night, most nights, unlike the Harry S Truman.”

Two of the Navy deserters still at large as of May 9 were from the USS George
Washington, according to NBC. But the USS George Washington is just one of
multiple housing issues that have come to light this year.

Nevertheless, improving housing and living arrangements don’t appear to be a top
concern for Navy leaders. As Military.com reported on Thursday, the Navy is “still
prioritizing other construction issues’ such as shipyards over their housing.

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Russell Smith speaks to Sailors assigned to
Assault Craft Unit 5 (ACU 5) during an all hands call July 12. (Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class David Mora Jr./U.S. Navy)

During a congressional hearing this week, Meredith Berger, assistant secretary of the
Navy for Environment, Installations, and Energy said the service’s construction
budget of almost $3.8 billion would be be used to “continue to optimize our naval
shipyards [and] enable operating capability of platforms such as the Columbia-class
submarine and the F-35,” according to Military.com.

Later in the hearing, Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-Fla.) told Navy officials that
“toys, for lack of a better term, should not be a higher priority than making sure [of
the] quality of where our troops live.” Master Chief Petty Officer Smith responded
that those “toys” are “things we use to fight,” Military.com reported.

But for many watching the problems unfold, it’s a question of leadership and mental
health awareness. One military law attorney, Stephen Karns, told NBC that of the
almost 100,000 desertion cases he’s handled, mental health has been a factor in
nearly every one.

And one Navy veteran, Julien Napoli, recently wrote at Task & Purpose that the Navy
has been “mired in a crisis of leadership” for years, leaving sailors overworked and
feeling that they can’t seek help if they need it. He pointed to a quote from retired
Navy SEAL and Medal of Honor recipient Mike Thornton, “Take care of your people
and your people will take care of you.”

“This simple but powerful principle, if truly followed by naval leadership, would
drastically increase combat effectiveness,” Napoli wrote. “It is much to the dismay of
sailors that mental health awareness is such a low priority in today’s Navy.” Sailors
from my old ship are dying by suicide. | may know why
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Russia deploys 'Terminator’ tank support vehicles into Ukraine
Christopher Hutton - Washington Examiner

Russian forces will be back with Terminator tanks as part of its invasion of Ukraine.

Washington Examiner Russia deploys 'Terminator' tank support vehicles into Ukraine

Russia has deployed a company of its BMPT Terminator vehicles to Donbas to fight
in the Ukraine invasion. The development coincides with Russia expanding its forces
amid heavy losses alongside the Kremlin firing military commanders who have
performed poorly.

"Thank God! We've got Terminators!" said pro-Kremlin journalist Aleksander
Sladkov on a Russian Telegram channel. "Maybe they'll have technical faults, and
maybe their use will only become clear in practice, but this is progress!"

The company's deployment was confirmed by Russian media.

"Together with tank platoons, BMPTs [nicknamed Terminator] are involved in the
fire destruction of Ukrainian positions, armored vehicles, and crews of anti-tank
missile systems,” a military source told Russian state media outlet RIA Novosti on
Wednesday.

The Terminators were observed in a series of videos recorded in Donbas, according
to the Times of London. The vehicles are typically armed with four anti-tank missile
launchers, two 30mm cannons, two grenade launchers, and one machine gun. The
vehicles are used to support tank developments and are designed specifically for
urban combat. They were previously used by Russia in Syria.

Russia has lost a third of the ground forces dedicated to the invasion, according
to recent reports. These losses have also led Russian President Viadimir Putin
to fire multiple military commanders who have "performed poorly.”

Ukraine continues to fight back with the support of the West. The Senate approved a
840 billion Ukraine aid bill on Thursday, sending it straight to the president for his
signature.

Replacing The Battery Pack On A Chevy Volt May Cost More Than You Think
Nadeem Sarwar - Slash Gear
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The Chevrolet Volt has won acclaim for its neat styling, ease of driving, and above all,
the hybrid appeal that solves the range anxiety issue of electric motor-powered cars
to a certain extent.

But just like every battery with ions inside, the hybrid high voltage battery fitted
inside the Chevrolet car also has an expiration date, which means a replacement is
due when the performance degradation escalates.

If you own a Volt that is due for a battery replacement, get ready to fork over nearly

ten grand or more. While that's a staggering amount, do keep in mind this is a rough
estimate, which means the final bill amount will differ based on the model year of the
vehicle and the service location, too.

Chevrolet offers only limited warranty coverage for the Volt's battery, which lasts for
eight years or 100,000 miles driven. On average, the kind of hybrid high voltage
battery fitted inside the Chevy Volt lasts anywhere from 6 to 10 years.

Chevy will offer free replacement if the battery gives up within that time-frame (or
range), provided there are no signs of undue tampering. Needless to say, warranty
coverage becomes an important consideration while looking for a battery
replacement.

In the case of pre-owned replacement units, the price can vary by a huge margin
depending on its health.

Think Twice Before Replacing


https://media.buick.com/media/us/en/gm/home.detail.html/content/Pages/news/us/en/2010/July/0714_volt_battery.html

Art Konovalov/Shutterstock Chevrolet Volt in white trim.

As per Repair Pal, replacing the hybrid high voltage battery fitted inside the
Chevrolet Volt can cost anywhere between 39,210 and 89,335, before taxes and other

fees.

According to an analysis by Autoblog, which got in touch with a Keyes Chevrolet
outlet in Los Angeles, the average cost of replacing the car's battery falls somewhere
around $18,700.

Based on the battery health status (whether it is a new or a repurposed unit), Volt
owners can expect to pay anywhere between $3,400 and $34,000.

Another key consideration is battery generation (PDF). The Gen 2 Volt battery pack
(24 and 32-cell design) offered a usable capacity boost of 25% and a 9% increase in
power over the Gen 1 pack (18 and 36-cell design).

However, it is always a good idea to get the battery replaced after every 100,000
miles. Some signs to look for that serve as indicators for an impending replacement
are decreased efficiency and degrading charge retention.

1t is also worth keeping in mind that a dead hybrid battery can also cause other vital
functions of the car to give up, possibly requiring the car to be towed to a nearby
service center.

At the end of the day, it might not be worth paying the full amount of a new battery
replacement that touches the 335,000 mark when the same amount can be put toward
the cost of another EV such as the Tesla Model 3.

Ukrainians return to village retaken from Russian forces
By Jeremy Schultz - Reuters
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A view of the destroyed village of Moshchun
A view of the destroyed village of Moshchun, amid Russia's invasion, Kyiv region,
Ukraine, May 19, 2022. REUTERS/Leonardo Benassatto

Sisters Zoya Makushenko, 58, and Nadiya Makushenko, 70, tend their strawberry

field as villagers return to Moshchun village in Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19.
REUTERS/Edgar Su



Anna Zhuravel, 27, who is eight and a half months pregnant, helps her family rebuild
the roof of their grocery shop in Moshchun village, Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19.
REUTERS/Edgar Su

Residents who lost their homes and belongings look for clothes donated by
organizations, as villagers return to Moshchun village in Kyiv region, Ukraine, May
19. REUTERS/Edgar Su
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A view of the destroyed village of Moshchun in Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19.
REUTERS/Leonardo Benassatto

Residents talk outside a destroyed community hall, as villagers return to Moshchun
village in Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su



Men rebuild a roof, amid Russia's invasion, in Moshchun village, Kyiv region
Men rebuild a roof in Moshchun village, Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19.
REUTERS/Edgar Su

Ammunition casing is seen outside a destroyed home, as villagers return to Moshchun
village in Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su



A woman passes by a destroyed home, as villagers return to Moshchun village in Kyiv
region, Ukraine, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su

A tulip flower is pictured next to bullet holes in a wall of a resident's house, in
Moshchun village, Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su



A van distributes aid to residents in Moshchun village, Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19.
REUTERS/Edgar Su

Zoya Makushenko, 58, tends a strawberry field, as villagers return to Moshchun
village, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su



A man passes by a destroyed house in Moshchun village, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar
Su

Bikers pass by a destroyed home in Moshchun village, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su



Anna Zhuravel, 27, who is eight and a half months pregnant, helps her family rebuild
the roof of their grocery shop in Moshchun village, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su

A resident walks into a destroyed grocery shop in Moshchun village, May 19.
REUTERS/Edgar Su



A Ukrainian flag flutters next to a destroyed house in Moshchun village, May 19.
REUTERS/Edgar Su

A Ukrainian flag is seen outside a destroyed house, as villagers return to Moshchun
village in Kyiv region, Ukraine, May 19. REUTERS/Edgar Su

North Korea shuns outside help as COVID catastrophe looms
John Power - Al Jazeera



Al Jazeera

Hwaseong, South Korea — Like no other country, North Korea could do with help
against COVID-19. The country’s population is un-vaccinated and susceptible to
disease due to chronic malnourished. Its dilapidated healthcare system lacks supplies
of basic drugs and equipment.

But even as North Korea faces the prospect of a humanitarian catastrophe amid its
first officially confirmed coronavirus outbreak, Pyongyang is steadfastly refusing
offers of international assistance.

The United States and South Korea have not received a response to offers to help
tackle the outbreak, including by sending aid, according to South Korean officials.
The World Health Organization, which is “deeply concerned at the risk of further
spread”, said the country had not responded to requests for information about the
outbreak.

UNICEF said on Thursday it had proposed a “package of support that could help
protect health workers and manage caseloads” but had not yet been able to contact
its partners in the country.

At the same time, there are signs North Korea has turned to China, its neighbour and
traditional ally, for assistance, although this has not been confirmed by either side.
Air Koryo, the state airline, has operated several flights to China to obtain
pandemic-related supplies in recent days, according to several South Korean news
outlets, citing anonymous sources.

North Korea, whose dynastic leadership proclaims an official ideology of
self-reliance known as ‘‘juche”, has long been known for its secrecy and hostility
towards the outside world.

In January 2020, the country, which is ruled by third-generation dictator Kim Jong
Un, became one of the first countries to seal its borders in response to coronavirus.
Despite spiraling cases worldwide, Pyongyang repeatedly refused to accept offers of



coronavirus vaccines from the international community, including the UN-backed
initiative COVAX.

Until last week, the North, which is officially known as the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK), had not reported a single case of COVID-19, a record
doubted by many analysts given the virus’s transmissible and the country’s long,
porous border with China.

Since then, the number of people reported to have symptoms of ‘‘fever” has surpassed
2.2 million cases, although it is unclear how many of those tested positive for

COVID-19.

Dan Chung, executive director of US-based Christian aid group Crossing Borders,
described the country’s refusal of assistance as “telling,” given discussions he has
had with North Korean defectors that suggest the country is in a “much worse

)

condition than they are letting on”.

“It indicates that North Korea is either not ready to accept the vaccine because of
limitations such as lack of refrigeration or because they do not want to show the
world the dilapidated state of their outer regions,” Chung told Al Jazeera. “I would
guess that is a combination of both.”

North Korea, where state propaganda proclaims “we have nothing to envy in the
world”, has a history of concealing internal crises from the international community.

During a devastating famine in the mid-1990s, officials initially downplayed the
severity of food shortages, and international aid workers reported being led on
stage-managed tours of Pyongyang to keep them away from rural areas where
starvation was rampant.

Despite Kim chiding officials for their “slackness” in responding to the COVID-19
outbreak, state media has claimed the crisis has already turned the corner.

On Friday, the Korean Central News Agency said authorities were achieving “good
results” in their pandemic fight despite recording more than 260,000 daily cases of
people with feverish symptoms.

Official reports have also highlighted the use of home remedies and traditional
medicine and efforts to ramp up the production of drugs and medical supplies.
‘Attempts to control its own people’

Alastair Morgan, who served as the United Kingdom’s ambassador to North Korea
from 2005 to 2008, said the country’s reluctance to accept help could be due to fears
of being seen as beholden to other countries or concerns about “hostile states”
gaining access to information about the country.

“It is consistent with the increasing efforts to achieve autarchy following the failure
of the Hanoi summit,” Morgan told Al Jazeera, referring to the failed denuclearize
talks between Kim and former US President Donald Trump.



“[ think there are multiple reasons for this, to do with DPRK regime attempts to
control its own people and their access to information about the regime and the
external world and its attitude and attempt to manage the external world.”

While the true extent of death and disease inside North Korea is unclear, the country
is all but certainly facing a humanitarian disaster.

Although authorities have reported only 65 deaths so far, a caseload of 2.2 million
infections could be expected to result in tens of thousands of deaths in an
un-vaccinated population.

The highly infectious nature of the Omicron variant, the dominant strain worldwide,
also means the outbreak is likely to grow considerably. In neighbouring South Korea,
where more than 85 percent of the population has been vaccinated, almost one-third
of the population, or 18 million people, have tested positive for COVID-19 since the
start of the pandemic.

Kee Park, a medical doctor who has made over a dozen humanitarian trips to North
Korea, said the country clearly needs outside help.

“Whether they will accept assistance from sources other than China depends on what,
who, and how the aid enters the country,” Park told Al Jazeera.

“It would be helpful if the aid is offered with minimal or no requirements for
monitoring. This is truly a health emergency. However, the deaths are preventable if
the right medicines and supplies are able to reach those who need them in time.

Conversely, ambivalence by North Korea will lead to unnecessary delays. Saving
lives should be the most important consideration at this time and we should all act
swiftly.”

The looming public health disaster is also likely to aggravate economic and food
security crises that have been building since the pandemic began. Last year, the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization estimated North Korea would fall 860,000 tonnes
short of its food needs in 2021. Even before the pandemic, UN estimates suggested
more than one-quarter of the population was malnourished.

“One issue is agriculture,” Morgan said.

“This is the rice planting season. If mass activity is not permitted, or large bodies of
labour are not available for planting — because of illness, lockdown or diversion to
other tasks — then this could have an impact on food supply this autumn. I think food
distribution is likely to be severely under strain already.”

Latest Hunter Biden stories show the media finally 'has the long knives out for Joe':
'Clay & Buck'
Charles Creitz - Fox News
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Hunter Biden's growing coverage in the mainstream press is a sign the White
House-friendly media is finally turning on President Biden, the hosts of the "Clay
Travis & Buck Sexton Show" argued Thursday.

OutKick founder Clay Travis pointed to an NBC News headline reporting Hunter and
his "firm" received $11 million between 2013 and 2018, and "spent it fast."

"First thing when [ woke up, I saw this headline from NBC News and said my
goodness, the long knives are officially out for Joe Biden, and for everyone who was
trying to defend Hunter Biden,” he said.

The left-wing network has not been as confrontational with President Biden as it had
with Republican former President Donald Trump, the hosts implied.

Travis said the NBC report is based on information from Hunter's laptop, left at a
now-defunct Wilmington repair shop whose owner later had to flee the state of
Delaware over the discovery.

"All of a sudden, everybody is covering [it],” Travis said.

Co-host and former CIA officer Buck Sexton added that the story is the latest in a
rebounding "pendulum swing” toward suddenly being critical of the president and his
family's business dealings.

The hosts pointed out the NBC analysis made reference to Hunter's work for "a
Ukrainian firm accused of bribery”, which was like the energy giant Burisma — of
which the elder Biden once bragged about pressuring officials to fire a prosecutor
looking into the company.
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"When you have the NBC News of the world opening-up stories with that paragraph,
things have changed in a way,” Travis added, pointing out the mainstream outlets
long pretended the laptop didn't exist or was a fabricated tool of disinformation.
"This is getting incredibly tumultuous for the Democrats, Joe Biden, [and] Hunter
Biden.”

Sexton agreed, adding that any company hiring Hunter Biden based on merits and
qualifications defies common sense, suggesting there had to be more at play than his
skill set.

"Who pays a drug addict and -- let’s be honest -- an irresponsible imbecile, a
crack-using, stripper-impregnating... guy 811 million dollars for his advice?” he
asked.

Sexton reiterated that "no one is paying Hunter Biden” millions based on his

occupational qualifications.
"So now it’s out there,” he said of the laptop story's mainstream exposure.

Mateusz Slodkowski/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty Images The National
Broadcasting Company



Sexton went on to question what will happen when the story ultimately comes to a
head and questions about Joe Biden's involvement become more relentless.

"This may happen when it’s shown that a substantial part of Hunter's business was
kicked back to ‘The Big Guy’ — the sitting president of the United States," he said.

Sexton concluded that there is still a sense of media hypocrisy at play, in that the
press and Democrats notably criticized Donald Trump for potentially violating the
Emoluments Clause of the Constitution when dignitaries were served or stayed at his
properties.

"The Washington Post was running front-page stories about diplomats buying
cheeseburgers and drinking beer at the Trump Hotel and how maybe that was
influencing foreign policy,” he said. "[That] was laughable versus this.”

Zelenskyy wants Russia to be held financially responsible for war
Russia claims victory in Mariupol
Jeanine Santucci - USA TODAY

Senate approves sending $40 billion in additional military, food aid to Ukraine
Russia should be financially responsible for the destruction it has inflicted during its
invasion, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy contends.

Speaking on the third anniversary of his inauguration, Zelenskyy said in his nightly
address Friday that Russia should be made to pay for every home, school, hospital
and business it destroys.

Zelenskyy urged allies to seize Russian properties under their jurisdictions and use
them to create a fund for the Ukrainian victims of the war.

"That would be fair,” Zelenskyy said. "Russia would feel the true weight of every
missile, every bomb, every shell that it has fired at us.”

On Friday, a Russian strike destroyed a Ukrainian cultural center in Lozova, injuring
seven people. Zelenskyy called the attack "absolute evil. ”

“What is in the minds of people who choose such targets? Absolute evil, absolute
stupidity,” he said.

Latest developments:

» Delegates from the United States and four other nations staged a walkout Saturday
when a representative from Russia began his opening remarks at a meeting of trade
ministers of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation group.

P Russia is set to cut off Finland's supply of natural gas on Saturday after the Finns
refused to pay for it in rubles, according to Finland'’s state-owned utility Gasum.
Company executives said the move wouldn’t create disruptions for customers during
the summer.

» President Joe Biden is expected to sign legislation providing 3840 billion in
additional aid to Ukraine while traveling in Asia, according to Jake Sullivan, his
national security adviser.
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» The Group of Seven leading economies agreed Friday to provide $19.8 billion in
economic aid to Ukraine to help keep tight finances from hindering its ability to
defend itself from Russia’s invasion.

Christopher Furlong, Getty Images KYIV, UKRAINE - MAY 20: People driving back
into Kyiv stop to take photographs of a destroyed Russian main battle tank on the

main highway into the city on May 20, 2022 in Kyiv, Ukraine.

As Russia concentrates its attack on the east and south of the country, residents of the
Kyiv region are returning to assess the war's toll on their communities. The towns
around the capital were heavily damaged following weeks of brutal war as Russia
made its failed bid to take Kyiv.

US delegates stage walkout of Russian representative's remarks

Delegates from the United States and four other nations staged a walkout Saturday
when a representative from Russia began his opening remarks at a meeting of trade
ministers of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation group in the Thai capital of
Bangkok, officials said.

A Japanese official said Japan’s Trade Minister Koichi Hagiuda and his counterparts
from the U.S., Australia, New Zealand and Canada walked out of the meeting to
protest Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The official spoke on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to speak to the media.

A U.S. official in Bangkok confirmed the walkout but did not provide further details.
He asked not to be identified. There is diplomatic sensitivity over speaking about the
incident because the proceedings were held in closed session. U.S. Trade
Representative Katherine Tai is representing Washington at the meeting.

— Associated Press

Russia claims it has full control of Mariupol steel mill



Russian officials on Friday claimed their forces have "completely liberated" the
Azovstal steel mill in Mariupol, the last holdout of Ukrainian forces, in what would be
its biggest victory yet in its war with Ukraine.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu reported to Russian President Viadimir Putin
that Russia now has full control of Mariupol.

The last 531 Ukrainian fighters surrendered to Russian forces on Friday, according
to Russia’s state news agency RIA Novosti. A Russian state TV correspondent said on
Telegram that among those surrendering Friday was Denys Prokopenko, commander
of the Azov regiment.

Prokopenko said earlier Friday that the defenders of Mariupol received an order to
“cease the defense of the city” in order to “save lives and health of the servicemen of
the garrison.”

The Russian claims were not confirmed by Ukrainian officials.

Russia steps up attacks on key site in Donbas region

For weeks, Russian forces have been trying to seize Severodonetsk, a key site in the
Donbas that’s outside the territory separatists have held for several years. They
stepped up attacks there and in Lysychansk on Friday.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai said Friday that Russian forces now have control of 90%
of the Severodonetsk region.

Three adults were killed in a Friday attack on a school where about 200 people,
including many children, were taking shelter in Severodonetsk, Haidai said on
Telegram. In another attack, 60 houses were destroyed and 12 people killed, Hadai
said.

But, Hadai also said that the “the Russians suffered personnel losses and retreated.”
Haidai said on Telegram that Russian forces ‘‘just want to destroy the city.”

Putin: Western cyberattacks against Russia 'an outright aggression’
Russian President Viladimir Putin says his country has faced a barrage of
cyberattacks from the West amid the invasion of Ukraine but has successfully fended

them off.

Speaking Friday to members of Russia’s Security Council, Putin noted that “the
challenges in this area have become even more pressing, serious and extensive.”
He charged that “an outright aggression has been unleashed against Russia, a war
has been waged in the information space.”

Putin added that “the cyber-aggression against us, the same as the attack on Russia
by sanctions in general, has failed.”

He ordered officials to “perfect and enhance the mechanisms of ensuring information
security at critically important industrial facilities which have a direct bearing on our
country’s defensive capability, and the stable development of the economic and social
spheres.”



Temperature records broken across the US as UN warns of continued climate
disruption
Dinah Voyles Pulver - USA TODAY

A heat wave gripping parts of the nation added an exclamation point to a series of
announcements this week about the world’s warming climate.

A city water park in Grand Island, Nebraska, doesn’t open for another two weeks, but
residents could have used it Thursday when the temperature reached 96, 21 degrees
above normal for that date.

In Shreveport, Louisiana, on Thursday, the high of 94 tied a 148-year-old record.
That was one of more than 110 temperature records broken or tied across 21 states
this week. In Texas, Galveston sweltered, setting or tying records three out of four
days.

And it’s not just the U.S.

High-temperature records were set this week in Spain and France. Heat waves
continued in parts of Pakistan and India, where temperatures as high as 113 to
120 degrees were reported.

All this heat set the stage for the World Meteorological Organization’s 2021 climate
summary release on Wednesday, which U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
called “a dismal litany of humanity’s failure to tackle climate disruption.”

‘Sea level rise, ocean heat, greenhouse gas concentrations and ocean acidification
“Sea level heat h trat d d t
set alarming new records in 2021,” Guterres said. The past seven years have been the
warmest on record.

Global mean sea level increased last year at more than double the previous rate,
reaching a new record high, he said, mainly because of the accelerating loss of ice
mass.

The compounded effects of conflict and extreme weather, on top of the COVID-19
pandemic, he said, undermined decades of progress towards improving food security
globally.

The report mentioned severe drought in Canada last year that prompted a 38% drop
in the country's wheat production and sent its canola crop production to its lowest
since 2007.

Ocean warming, already showing a strong increase over the past 20 years, he said, is
penetrating to even deeper levels, with much of the world’s oceans experiencing at
least one strong marine heat wave in 2021.

Guterres renewed his calls to phase out fossil fuels to curb greenhouse gas
emissions heating the planet. “The global energy system is broken and bringing us
ever closer to climate catastrophe,” he said.

US drought forecast to persist

The news didn’t improve for the U.S. on Thursday with the summer 2022 climate
outlook from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Every state in
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the continental U.S. faces a probability of a hotter-than-normal summer through
August, with drought persisting or expanding in 17 states.

Making matters worse, above-normal temperatures and extended drought in the West
will increase the risk of energy shortfalls this summer, the North American Electric
Reliability Corporation announced Wednesday in its “summer reliability
assessment.”’

High temperatures contribute to high peak electrical demands, as well as potential
increases of forced outages, the nonprofit corporation stated in a news release. The
drought coupled with below-normal snow pack could lead to lower than average
output from hydro powered generators in the west, while drought conditions in the
Missouri River Basin could affect output from thermal generators that use the river
for cooling.

Dry conditions for the past eight or nine months make it more likely Texas will see
above-normal temperatures in the months ahead, said John Nielsen-Gammon, the

Texas state climatologist, who works in the atmospheric science department at Texas
A&M University.

When the sun heats plants and evaporates moisture, that can help keep things cool,
said Mike Halpert, deputy director of NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center. But during
a drought, when the ground and plants are dry and hot, it creates a feedback that
makes the air even hotter, he said. “Areas that are very dry are likely to have above
normal temperatures.”

NOAA Drought is forecast to persist across much of the western US through August.



The La Nina pattern of cooler than normal temperatures in the equatorial Pacific
contributed in part to that drying effect from November through March but it has little
to do with the above-normal temperatures the region is expected to see this summer,
Halpert said.

The warming climate, on the other hand, does lend its own tilt toward higher
temperatures, he said. “The long-term trends are certainly consistent with climate
change.”

In Texas, the state’s wettest months are typically in May and June, Nielsen-Gammon
said, "so things could either turn around or get really bad" in the weeks ahead. He’s
holding out for improvement as a cold front arrives this weekend.

*** Dinah Voyles Pulver covers climate and environmental issues for USA TODAY.
She can be reached at dpulver(@gannett.com or at @dinahvp on Twitter.

US Trade Chief Meets Taiwan Minister Despite China Warning
Ana Monteiro, Eric Martin & Samson Ellis - Bloomberg

Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- US trade chief Katherine Tai met Taiwanese Minister Without
Portfolio John Deng to discuss opportunities to deepen the nations’ economic
relationship in the same week China’s top diplomat warned Washington it’s heading
down the “wrong road” with its support for the island.

Tai and Deng “discussed opportunities to deepen the economic relationship, advance
mutual trade priorities based on shared values, and promote innovation and inclusive
economic growth for their workers and businesses, ” the Office of the US Trade
Representative said in an emailed statement Friday.

They met in Bangkok on the sidelines of a gathering of Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation trade ministers.



The pair “directed their teams to explore concrete ways to deepen the US-Taiwan
trade and investment relationship and to meet again in the coming weeks to discuss
the path forward,” according to the USTR statement.

They had previously met virtually at least twice, including last month, since Tai
became the trade representative in March 2021.

The meeting comes as President Joe Biden begins a five-day trip to Asia where he’s
seeking to increase engagement with regional allies to face the economic and security
challenges posed by China.

Earlier this week, a group of more than 50 US senators wrote to Biden urging him to
include Taiwan as a partner in the proposed Indo-Pacific Economic Framework that
his administration plans to role out during the trip.

The Taiwanese delegation restated Taipei’s long-held goal of signing a free-trade
agreement with the US, Deng said in a telephone interview Friday.

“The meeting showed the US has a strong commitment to finding a path forward in a
very concrete way to developing our economic ties together,”” he said, describing the
meeting as ‘“very positive”.

Fourteen Chinese military aircraft flew into Taiwan’s air defense identification zone
Friday, according to a statement on the website of the Defense Ministry in Taipei.
Beijing frequently uses these incursions to signal its displeasure with official
interactions between Taiwan and the US.

The US has stepped up its backing for Taiwan since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
February, with a group of senior senators including Republican Lindsey Graham
visiting last month. China responded to that trip by conducting air and naval training
near the island.

Figures on both sides of the Pacific have raised the possibility of allowing Taiwan to
Jjoin the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, the Biden administration’s key initiative
to counter China’s influence in Asia.

The two sides did not touch upon the framework during Friday’s meeting as the USTR
is not yet authorized to discuss Taiwan’s participation, Deng said.

In a phone call with National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan this week, Yang Jiechi,
Beijing’s top diplomat, said if the US “insists on playing the Taiwan card and goes
further and further down the wrong road, it will certainly lead the situation to a
dangerous point.”

**% Updates with comment from Deng in fifth paragraph.

An Air Force general wants to ‘robust’ Guam. What the hell does that mean?
Jeff Schogol - Task & Purpose



Task & Purpose

The U.S. military tends to contort the English language the same way it disfigured Eugene
Stoner’s design for the AR-15 to create the highly flawed M16.

The word “behoove,” for example, seems only to exist so that non-commissioned officers can
chew out junior enlisted service-members for their various failings. Likewise, nary has

a Supreme Court ruling been written in which one of the justices has “piggybacked” off
another’s opinion. And no one has ever asked his or her date if they want to come inside to
spend the “period of darkness.”

Task & Purpose U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptors assigned to the 199th Fighter Squadron, 154th
Wing, Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam, Hawaii, arrive in support of Pacific Iron 2021 at
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, July 18, 2021. (U.S. Air Force photo/ Master Sgt. Richard P.
Ebensberger)

Now an Air Force general officer has shown the military has found a new and creative way to
warp the word “robust,” which in the civilian world is most often used as an adjective to
describe something or someone as “strong” or “capable.”
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Task & Purpose U.S. Army E3 Terminal High Altitude Area Defense soldiers and deployed
Bomber Task Force U.S. Airmen, pose for a photo in front of a THAAD anti-ballistic missile
defense system during a U.S. Army led tour on North West Field at Andersen Air Force Base,
Guam, May 12, 2021. The THAAD mission is to protect the homeland, deployed military
forces, friends, and allies from short, medium, and intermediate range ballistic missiles.

The BTF was deployed to the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command area of responsibility to meet
Pacific Air Forces training objectives. PACAF in coordination with other components, allies,
and partners, provides USINDOPACOM with continuous unrivaled air, space, and
cyberspace capabilities to ensure regional stability and security.

Air Force Lt. Gen. Joseph Guastella recently told lawmakers the service wants to “robust”
military installations on Guam, though he did not provide any specific information about the
Air Force’s plan for the island.

Guastella was testifying on Tuesday about Air Force modernization when Sen. Josh Hawley
(R-Mo.) asked him how the Air Force Force’s budget request would support military
installations on Guam.

“Obviously, Guam and the cluster there is a critical capability for us,” Guastella replied.
“It’s also a main operating area that we will always want to robust and ensure it’s viable in
various threat levels.

In addition to that, we need other operating locations — and that’s something I talked about
with agile combat employment. It’s a combination of ro-busting the Guam cluster as well as
investments in locations across some of the Pacific area.”



While Guastella managed to pull off a feat of grammatical gymnastics, his answer shows that
all military jargon inherently hides more information than it provides.

1t’s possible that Guastella did not want to publicly discuss the specifics of the Air Force’s
specific plans for Guam. When Hawley asked if Guastella would feel more comfortable
briefing lawmakers about Guam “in a different environment,” Guastella agreed.

Why the Air Force is planning for a more robust presence in Guam has to do with China’s
growing power in the Pacific region. The Chinese military has ballistic missiles that can
carry out precision conventional strikes and nuclear attacks against Guam, which hosts
Andersen Air Force Base, according to the Defense Department’s latest report on Chinese
military power.

That means a war against China could mark the first time American territories in the Pacific
have been attacked since World War 11, when the Japanese struck Pearl Harbor, invaded the
Aleutian Islands, and captured Guam as well as Wake Island. The Japanese also launched
thousands of balloon bombs against the continental United States, one of which killed a
woman and five children in Oregon.

The Defense Department’s Missile Defense Agency has asked Congress _for $539 million in
next year’s budget to develop radars and weapons systems that could protect Guam from
Chinese cruise and ballistic missiles as well as hypersonic weapons, Defense News reported.

“Current forces are capable of defending Guam against today's North Korean ballistic
missile threats,” Missile Defense Agency Comptroller Dee Dee Martinez told reporters in
March. “However, the regional threat to Guam, including from China, continues to rapidly
evolve.”

The U.S. has also planned for years to move about 5,000 Marines from Okinawa to Guam,
prompting Rep. Hank Johnson (D-Ga.) to express concern in 2010 that the island might
capsize if too many U.S. troops were sent there — for which he has been widely ridiculed.
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Much of the military’s future footprint on Guam will be determined by future budgets and
contractual agreements. Navy Adm. John Aquilino, head of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, told
lawmakers on Tuesday that the military needs to complete a military construction plan for
Guam.

“Guam's strategic importance is difficult to overstate,” Aquilino wrote in a statement to the
House Appropriations Committee-Defense. “The Department has committed more than $11
billion for military construction projects on Guam in FY22-FY27 to meet our commitment
with Japan under the Defense Policy Review Initiative (DPRI), highlighting the importance of
the island for sustaining the joint force as our main operating base and home to 130,000
Americans.”

Australia’s Albanese Set to Take Power as Conservatives Ousted
Ben Westcott & Georgina Mckay - Bloomberg

Bloomberg

Anthony Albanese’s Labor Party is set to take power in Australia for the first time
since 2013, as voters booted out Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s conservative
government in a shift likely to bring greater action on climate change, women’s issues
and anti-corruption efforts.

Morrison conceded defeat on Saturday night and congratulated Albanese, 59, on the
victory for the Labor Party, which was closing in on a majority in the 151-seat
parliament. The Australian Broadcasting Commission said Labor won at least 72
seats, compared with 54 for Morrison’s Liberal-National Coalition, with
independents and third parties taking another 11 so far.

“It says a lot about our great country that a son of a single mum who was a disability
pensioner, who grew up in public housing down the road in Camper-down, can stand
before you tonight as Australia’s Prime Minister,” Albanese said in a victory speech
to loud cheers.
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“Together we can end the climate wars. Together we can take advantage of the
opportunity for Australia to be a renewable energy superpower,” he said.

Environmental issues helped swing the vote, with climate-focused independents and
the Green party -- which saw its best-ever result -- snatching once-safe seats from the
two major parties.

The most prominent lawmaker to fall was Treasurer Josh Frydenberg, who was
widely viewed as a future leader of the Liberal party -- raising new questions about
who will take the helm from Morrison, who said he was stepping down as party
leader.

Still, it wasn’t all good news for Labor. The party only won about 32% of the primary
vote on the latest count, which would be its worst result in decades and the lowest
margin for an incoming government since World War I1.

Albanese, a career politician with working-class roots, is poised to inherit an
economy with record-low unemployment that is also facing the fastest price gains
since June 2001. He’s promised to increase wages for workers, improve the
social-safety net and do more to fight climate change in a nation that exports more
fossil fuels than any country apart from Russia and Saudi Arabia.

Morrison’s coalition trailed the Labor Party in opinion surveys throughout the
campaign as it vied for a fourth term in office, with the nation’s 26 million people
becoming frustrated over his management of the pandemic and his handling of
climate-change related natural disasters. In the final News-poll survey before the
election, Morrison’s net approval rating was nearly three times lower than his
opponent.

“In this country, at a time like this, when we look around the world, and particularly
when we see those in the Ukraine fighting for their very freedom and liberty, I think
on a night like tonight we can reflect on the greatness of our democracy,” Morrison
said in conceding the election.

“I congratulate Anthony Albanese and the Labor Party and I wish him and his
government all the very best.”

Albanese said members of his team will be sworn in on Monday. Those focusing on
the economy will also start work then.

He faces an immediate foreign-policy test, as he is set to head to Tokyo to participate
in meetings of the Quad alongside President Joe Biden, Japan’s Fumio Kishida and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The grouping of democracies has picked up
momentum in recent years as a key bloc countering China’s growing economic and
military might in the region.



Bloomberg

Australia Holds Election

Although Morrison sought to present Albanese as soft on China, the Labor party
adopted a very similar policy to the government toward Australia’s largest trading
partner.

Ties between the nations have soured in recent years as Morrison called for a probe
into the origins of Covid-19 and sought to stem Chinese political interference, leading
to trade reprisals from Beijing.

China’s security pact with the Solomon Islands, which sits some 2,000 kilometers
(1,200 miles) away from Australia, disrupted Morrison’s efforts to make national
defense a key part of his campaign strategy.

Labor described the announcement as Canberra’s worst foreign policy failure since
World War II, with Albanese vowing to fix relations with the country’s Pacific
neighbors.

While polling showed support for Labor’s campaign over the “cost of living crisis” in
Australia, few inside Albanese’s team publicly predicted victory after the Morrison’s
surprise come-from-behind win in 2019, which he described as a “miracle.” Now the
party can finally celebrate.

**% Updates with Albanese’s speech

Tensions are rising between Israel and its northern borders
SETH J. FRANTZMAN - Jerusalem Post
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On Thursday morning, an error in identification caused Israeli air defenses to launch
interceptors in the North. Alarms were heard in several communities. Analysts
believed a drone flown by Hezbollah might have been the culprit, but it all turned out
to be a false alarm and apparently a mistake.

Two days before, however, Hezbollah had indeed launched a drone and Israel had to
down the threat.

The context is that Israel is seeing some tensions growing with Hezbollah and Iran in
Syria. These two issues are related because Iran is a growing threat to Israel and
continues to plot against Israel.

This week Defense Minister Benny Gantz flew to the US to meet with American
officials. His trip came as the new head of US Central Command flew to Israel to
meet with Israeli counterparts.

IDF Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kohavi met with US Army Gen. Michael Kurilla, and
according to the IDF the two participated in important meetings and briefings. This
included a meeting attended by the head of the Strategic Planning and Cooperation
Directorate, Maj.-Gen. Tal Kelman, the head of the Intelligence Directorate,
Mayj.-Gen. Aharon Haliva, and the head of the Operations Directorate, Maj.-Gen.
Oded Basiuk.

“The meetings discussed the joint challenges of the IDF and the US Armed Forces,
first and foremost being the Iranian nuclear threat and Iranian regional entrenchment
throughout the Middle East. The senior officials also discussed operational
cooperation between the two militaries and opportunities for expansion in light of the
IDF’s realignment to the US CENTCOM area of responsibility,” the IDF said.


https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-707090

The Jerusalem Post Defense Minister Benny Gantz meeting with US Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin, May 19, 2022. (credit: SHMULIK ALMANI)

Kurilla also observed the large-scale ongoing drill called Chariots of Fire. This is the
largest drill in decades, reports have said. It comes as Israel is rolling out new
technology related to a program called Edge of Tomorrow. All of this looks tailored
to the rising threats that stretch from Lebanon to Syria via Iraq to Iran.

This is a “large-scale exercise, which is focused on a month-long campaign, and
demonstrates updated operational plans, adjusted military capabilities, new combat
methods, including practicing operational cooperation with the US Armed Forces,”
the IDF said.

Kohavi said that “at the conclusion of the exercise, the Israel Defense Forces’
readiness for a campaign will be at its peak.” He highlighted the importance of close
cooperation with the US.

The Kurilla visit is actually the second high-level CENTCOM visit in the last weeks.
Two weeks ago Maj.-Gen. Scott Benedict, director of strategy, plans and policy of the
United States Central Command, visited Israel.

“The meetings incorporated discussions regarding common challenges of the two
militaries in the Middle East. Also discussed were the operational and intelligence
cooperation between the two militaries,” the IDF said.

Gantz said this week that “Iranian proxies are attacking oil reserves, airports and
civilian facilities. Iran itself is conducting attacks via its Quds Force.

1t is developing operational systems throughout the region, equipped with accurate
capabilities including cruise missiles, surface-to-surface missiles and UAVs, capable
of reaching thousands of kilometers.


https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-707012

The quantity of strategic weapons in the hands of Iranian proxies has increased
significantly in the last year: in Iraq there are hundreds of weapons, in Yemen the
number has also increased, and the Houthis hold dozens of weapons.”

He discussed an attempt by Iran to fly drones from Iran over Iraq toward Israel. The
drones were downed, but he revealed they had parachutes attached that might have
been for the purpose of delivering weapons to terrorist organizations in Gaza or in
the West Bank.

“The mission failed, and the UAV's were intercepted in Iraq.”

Reports previously had said the US intercepted the drones. Gantz also noted that “in
Syria, too, attempts continue to be made to transfer and produce accurate weapons.
Israel will continue to thwart these efforts and face any threat to its citizens and the
region.

What this tells us is that CENTCOM cooperation with Israel is key. Gantz is in
Washington to discuss cooperation.

Meanwhile, Syria is heating up as well. Reports in foreign media said there were
airstrikes in Syria on May 13 that struck a site near Masyaf. Subsequent reports
showed images, published by Israeli intelligence firm ImageSat International, of a site
allegedly struck by Israel on Friday, which show its complete destruction.

Reports said that for the first time an S-300 was fired at the jets involved in the attack.
1t was not clear whether it was a Syrian or Russian S-300. Russia had supplied Syria
with S-300s after a 2018 incident in which Syria used S-200s to target Israeli
warplanes and ended up shooting down a Russian plane by mistake.

The issue here that is important is that the field in Syria may become more complex. If
Russia is giving the Syrian regime hints that it should use S-300s, that could affect
policy. On the other hand it could be a one-time event.

The context of the Central Command visits and Gantz going to Washington seem to
indicate that more is going on. The Iranian regime has an economic crisis and is
facing protests at home.

In Iraq there is failure to form a government, and anti-Israel incitement has led to a
new proposed law that would punish those backing normalization with Israel. The
Syrian regime is also seeking to weigh what might happen in the wake of recent
elections in Lebanon. Hezbollah is also concerned now that it might be losing
influence in Lebanon.

All of this is a toxic mix because countries and terrorist groups know that the world is
focused on Ukraine. It could be that Iran and its proxies are seeking to raise tensions
with Israel. This could come amid a more complex battlefield in Syria, as well as
increased Israel-Central Command cooperation.

One piece of the puzzle that still lacks clarity is whether Israel will increase its work
with the naval component of Central Command, known as Navcent.



A recent briefing by V.-Adm. Brad Cooper discussed how Navcent wants to focus on
the Red Sea and how it wants to use more unmanned surface vessels. Israel is an
expert at unmanned systems, such as drones, and the technology that drives them.

Cooperation concerning the Red Sea would be good for Israel, amid rising threats
from the Iranian-backed Houthis in Yemen. Israel has done a drill with the US,
Bahrain and UAE in the past. It would be a good time for Israel to begin more work
with Navcent.

Pelosi barred from communion by San Francisco archbishop over support of
abortion rights
John L. Dorman (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

Rod Lamkey-Pool/Getty Images

An archbishop has barred Pelosi from receiving communion in the San Francisco
archdiocese due to her stance on abortion.

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone wrote that Pelosi needed to "publicly repudiate"
her support for the procedure.

The Catholic Church has been unwavering in its opposition to abortion, which it
deems a "grave sin.”

A conservative archbishop in San Francisco told priests in the archdiocese to bar
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi from receiving communion due to her support for
abortion rights.

In a letter disclosed on Friday, Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone wrote that until
California Democrat seeks to "publicly repudiate’ her stance regarding the
"legitimacy of abortion,” she will be blocked from the sacrament of Holy Communion,
a core rite of Catholic worship.

" ... By means of this communication I am hereby notifying you that you are not to
present yourself for Holy Communion and, should you do so, you are not to be



admitted to Holy Communion, until such time as you publicly repudiate your
advocacy for the legitimacy of abortion and confess and receive absolution of this
grave sin in the sacrament of Penance,"” the letter states.

Cordileone on Friday also tweeted that Pelosi is "risking” a "danger to her own soul”
by supporting abortion.

"After numerous attempts to speak with Speaker Pelosi to help her understand the
grave evil she is perpetrating, the scandal she is causing ... [and] the danger to her
own soul she is risking, I have determined that she is not to be admitted to Holy
Communion, ” he said.

The action comes as the nation grapples with the fallout of a leaked Supreme Court
draft opinion overturning Roe v. Wade, which suggested that the nearly 50-year-old
ruling legalizing abortion rights would soon be overturned.

Fury over the issue has animated Democratic congressional leaders and left-leaning
organizations who want to codify Roe into law, along with GOP politicians and
grassroots activists who have fought to eliminate the procedure for years.

Pelosi — a lifelong Catholic who has spoken openly about how her faith has shaped
her worldview — said in a 2008 interview on C-SPAN that being denied communion
would be a difficult proposition for her.

"Fortunately ... it has not been withheld and I'm a regular communicant so that would
be a severe blow to me if that were the case,” she said at the time.

Pelosi's office did not immediately respond to Insider's request to comment.
The Catholic Church has been unwavering in its opposition to abortion, which it
deems a "grave sin.’

Cordileone has spoken out against Pelosi in the past, criticizing her last July over the
Democratic Party's then-push to eliminate the Hyde Amendment, which blocks federal
funding for most abortions.

During the debate over the issue, Pelosi described herself as "a devout Catholic”
while stressing that abortion rights were "an issue of health of many women in

America” and adding that "it's not up to me to dictate that that's what other people
should do.”

In a statement, Cordileone expressed frustration with her comments and issued a
retort to the speaker.

"No one can claim to be a devout Catholic and condone the killing of innocent human
life, let alone have the government pay for it,” he said in a statement at the time.

"Let me repeat: no one can claim to be a devout Catholic and condone the killing of
innocent human life, let alone have the government pay for it.”

The Vatican has not been warm to the idea of church leaders denying communion to
politicians over their stance regarding abortion rights.


https://twitter.com/ArchCordileone/status/1527727860974161920
https://www.businessinsider.com/democrat-call-to-codify-roe-unlikely-to-save-abortion-rights-2022-5
https://www.c-span.org/video/?280146-1/qa-nancy-pelosi&beta=&action=getTranscript&transcriptType=8142&service-url=/common/services/programSpeakers.php&appearance-filter=&personSkip=0&ccSkip=0&transcriptSpeaker=&transcriptQuery=

Pope Francis said last June that communion "is not the reward of saints, but the
bread of sinners.”

However, many conservative bishops have pressed forward, while also amplifying
their frustration with President Joe Biden — the nation's second Catholic president —
over his stance on abortion rights.

Biden at one time supported the Hyde Amendment, but reversed course during the
2020 presidential campaign.

Giant Artillery Opens Fire As Russia Goes On The Attack In Donbas
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Fighting has sharply escalated in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region. Both sides are
bringing in more and heavier artillery, adding to the carnage.

But it’s the Russians who have the biggest guns and mortars—and who are most
willing to shoot indiscriminately. “In the coming weeks, Russia is likely to continue to
rely heavily on massed artillery strikes as it attempts to regain momentum in its
advance in the Donbas,” the U.K. Defence Ministry warned on Tuesday.

The Russian army for weeks has been trying to position forces for an operation it
realistically can complete. Earlier in the war, the Kremlin’s aims were
maximalist—capture Kyiv, advance across the Donbas and also cut off Ukraine from
the Black Sea.

But after the Russian army suffered heavy casualties in the abortive assault on Kyiv,
Russian leaders pivoted.

Pulling its forces back from Kyiv and Ukraine’s second city Kharkiv, Russian
leadership focused its efforts on Donbas. And not all of Donbas, but rather one small
city: Severodonetsk, which anchors a pocket of Ukrainian forces south of
Russian-occupied Izium and north of the town of Popasna.

Two or three Ukrainian brigades, together overseeing several thousand troops,
defend Severodonetsk. If the Russians can encircle Severodonetsk, they might be able
to starve then defeat the garrison.

After trying and failing to cross the Seversky Donets River northwest of
Severodonetsk—and losing around 70 vehicles and as many as 400 troops in the
process—the Russians focused their offensive on the southern side of the
Severodonetsk pocket. On Thursday, Russian airborne battalions, reinforced by
Wagner Group mercenaries, rolled north.

The Battle of Severodonetsk has begun.
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It’s an artillery fight. Ukrainian gunners, perhaps deploying their new,
American-made M777 155-millimeter towed howitzers, did most of the killing at the
Seversky Donets bridgehead.

Russian gunners meanwhile have brought in their biggest cannons and mortars.
Videos that circulated online in recent days depict both 257 203-millimeter
self-propelled howitzers and 254 240-millimeter self-propelled mortars firing on
Ukrainian positions in Donbas.

These massive artillery pieces with their 200- or 300-pound shells can penetrate
earthworks and bunkers to a greater depth than smaller-calibers guns can do.
And fired indiscriminately at towns and cities, they re devastating to civilians.

Intensive Russian shelling earlier in the war around Chernihiv, east of Kyiv in
northern Ukraine, damaged thousands of homes and businesses. “The scale of this
damage indicates Russia’s preparedness to use artillery against inhabited areas, with
minimal regard to discrimination or proportionality,” the U.K. Defense Ministry
explained.

At the same time, it’s possible the Russians are learning an important military lesson.
That poorly-aimed shelling isn’t an effective method of dislodging a dug-in
enemy—and certainly can’t replace tanks and infantry working in close coordination
with targeted fires.

“What we saw the Russians trying to do at the top of this was, you know, just
pounding away at what they believe the line of contact was of the Ukrainians in large
artillery barrages—and then trying to move against them in frontal assault after that,
and were being rebuffed,” an unnamed U.S. Defense Department official told
reporters on Thursday.

More recently, there are signs that, in the bombardment of military targets if not
civilian ones, the Russians are making a greater effort to pinpoint targets—using
scouts, drones or other means—before opening fire.

“And so, I think what you're seeing is a result of their failure to make much progress
using large artillery barrages against larger units,” the official added.
“[ think they're adjusting because their previous tactics have been unsuccessful.”

Deliberate targeting during combined-arms operations might not spare the thousands
of civilians who haven't yet evacuated Severodonetsk, of course. For the Russians,
shelling cities is a terror tactic, not a military one.

They might be taking pains to aim their guns at Ukraine’s defensive works. But that
doesn’t mean they won'’t also lob 200-pound shells in the general direction of some
Ukrainian town.

US Customs seized 460 counterfeit Rolex watches that would have been worth a
collective $10.1 million if they were real
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Katie Boon (kzboon@insider.com) - Business Insider

Courtesy of US Customs and Border Protection460 fake Rolex watches were seized in
Indianapolis.

Last year, US Customs seized 27,107 shipments of pirated goods valuing over $3.3
billion.

The majority of these shipments come from China, the world's largest producer of
fake goods.

In April, US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) in Indianapolis seized 460 fake
Rolex watches that had been imported from Hong Kong that were heading for a
Brooklyn address.

The shipment was addressed to a residence in Brooklyn, according to a statement
released by CBP on May 2. The Rolex watches would have been worth $10.1 million
had they been real. Officers picked out the shipment as they recognized the details of
the sender, who has a history of fraudulent activity, CBP said.

CBP said it will hand over investigations to Homeland Security and inform
authorities in the sender's country of the seizure. Steven Bansbach, a spokesperson for
US Customs and Border Protection Public Affairs, told Insider it's difficult to track
and prosecute counterfeiters even if they've been identified.

The CBP regularly seizes counterfeit luxury goods. In 2021, it confiscated 27,107
shipments of pirated goods that would have been worth more than $3.3 billion if the
products were genuine, Bansbach said. The total amount of counterfeit goods seized
annually rose by 152% in 2021.
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Bob Henry/UCG/Universal Images Group via Getty Images In 2021, watches and
Jjewelry were the top products seized based on value in US.

Watches and jewelry were the top products seized based on the value in 2021,
amounting to $1.18 billion, Bansbach said. Handbags and wallets came in second,
with the estimated value of confiscated shipments exceeding $972 million.

The majority of these shipments come from China, the world's largest producer of
fake goods.

The rise of e commerce has made it increasingly difficult to clamp down on
counterfeit trading, since merchants do not face a strict vetting process when setting
up an online store.

To clean up its reputation as a producer of high-grade counterfeit products, China
passed a law in 2019 that makes e commerce operators liable if merchants sell
copycat goods on their platforms, and face fines of up to 2 million yuan (US$3290,000)
if they do not remove disreputable merchants when notified by authorities.
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WANG ZHAO/AFP via Getty Images China is the world's largest producer of fake
goods.

However, the increased scrutiny on counterfeit production in China has not deterred
copycat manufacturers.

"Sometimes better quality components are found in copies than in originals, when
brands supply themselves in China,” Thierry Dubois, CEO of Selective Trademark
Union, told Europa Star in January 2020.

Selective Trademark Union is an organization that protects the interests of luxury
brands and cooperates with local authorities in field investigations to flag counterfeit
products.

As a result, younger generations in China buy the latest editions from stores to avoid
accidentally purchasing fakes, Nicole Li, a China-based marketer for a luxury brand,
told Insider. "We tend to follow specific brands too, and it's easy for us to figure out if
it's a fake,” Li said.

China also offers masterclasses where students learn how to detect fake luxury
products.

In the case of Chanel, the lining of their black handbags must be pink, and two
alphabets in the brand's authenticity cards will light up under a special ultraviolet
light.

Certain letters in the Chanel logo also use a rectangle font instead of a square font,
per the South China Morning Post.
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