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Russian Church Warns Pope Francis After Comments on Powerful Bishop
Emma Mayer - Newsweek

Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images

The Russian Orthodox Church issued a warning to Pope Francis on Wednesday
following comments he made imploring the Russian Bishop to stop being "Putin's
altar boy.”

In an interview with the Italian newspaper Corriere Della Sera, Francis discussed a
conversation he had with the head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill,
in an attempt to mitigate the conflict in Ukraine. He recalled telling the Bishop, "A
Patriarch can't lower himself to become Putin's altar boy.”

On Wednesday, the Russian Orthodox Church responded, saying that Francis'
comments discouraged conversation between the two churches.

"Pope Francis chose an incorrect tone to convey the content of this conversation,’
the Moscow Patriarchate said according to Reuters.

"Such statements are unlikely to contribute to the establishment of a constructive
dialogue between the Roman Catholic and Russian Orthodox Churches, which is
especially necessary at the present time.”

’

Patriarch Kirill is a close ally of Putin, and the Moscow Patriarchy reportedly quoted
Kirill telling Francis that media in the West has failed to report the Ukraine conflict
accurately, echoing the Kremlin's complaints since the start of the invasion.

Because of Kirill's support for the invasion of Ukraine, the European Commission
announced on Wednesday that he is to be included in its next wave of sanctions
against Russia, according to a report from Politico.

The outlet reportedly viewed documents in which Kirill has been called out for being
"one of the most prominent supporters of the Russian military aggression against
Ukraine.”


https://www.newsweek.com/pope-hits-powerful-russian-bishop-being-putins-mouthpiece-1703183
https://www.newsweek.com/russia-tells-media-delete-stories-mentioning-ukraine-invasion-1682973

However, Reuters reported that Kirill, despite the support for Putin from the Russian
Orthodox Church, has expressed grief over the conflict in Ukraine.

"Of course, this situation is associated with great pain for me. My flock is on both
sides of the confrontation, they are mostly Orthodox people,” the Patriarchy quoted
Kirill saying, according to Reuters.

"How can we foster the pacification of those fighting with the single goal of achieving
the consolidation of peace and justice?”

The Orthodox Church has roughly 30 million believers in Ukraine, who are divided
between Ukrainian and Russian Orthodox Churches and two others.

Despite the Orthodox presence, Ukraine previously called upon the Pope to help
mitigate the conflict before the invasion began in February, and Andriy Yurash,
Ukraine's ambassador to the Holy See, had said that Ukraine was open to a Vatican
mediation as the tensions between Russia on the border were first escalating.

Newsweek reached out to the Russian Patriarchy for additional comment.

Ukraine Retakes Villages Near Kharkiv, Easing Pressure on Battered City
Yaroslav Trofimov - Wall Street Journal

KHARKIV, Ukraine—Ukrainian forces are ousting Russian troops from a string of
villages that were used to strike the country’s second most-populous city, Kharkiv,
regaining strategic terrain that could blunt Russia’s attempt to conquer the eastern
Donbas region.

Manu Brabo for The Wall Street Journal Ukraine Retakes Villages Near Kharkiv,
Easing Pressure on Battered City


https://www.newsweek.com/ukraine-looks-pope-francis-help-end-conflict-russia-report-1679024
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The recent Ukrainian gains, to the north and northeast of Kharkiv, build on previous
successes in forcing Russia’s military from the immediate outskirts of the city, a major
industrial and transportation hub with a prewar population of 1.4 million.

Ukrainian troops on Friday captured the village of Ruska Lozova just north of
Kharkiv, according to residents and the Ukrainian military. In the following days, a
separate group pressing northeast expelled Russian forces from the village of
Kutuzivka. It has now reached the town of Staryi Saltiv, some 25 miles away, said
Ukrainian officials. Pursuing the offensive farther east of Staryi Saltiv would threaten
Russian supply lines toward Izyum, the staging ground of Moscow’s main military
effort to seize Donbas.

While some Russian units remain on the edge of Kharkiv, these offensives have led to
a dramatic decrease in the shelling of the city, said Oleh Synehubov, the head of the
Kharkiv region’s military-civilian administration. The number of Russian shelling
and rocket attacks on Kharkiv in the past week fell to between two and five a day, he
said, from between 50 and 80 before then.

“The successful offensive of the Armed Forces of Ukraine in the north of the city has
forced the enemy away. In several areas, it is now out of range to strike the city,” Mr.
Synehubov said in an interview.

“Because of this operation, the enemy’s fire is no longer concentrated on the peaceful
residents of Kharkiv, but on the positions of our armed forces.”

Russia’s Defense Ministry didn’t respond to questions about the status of the villages
near Kharkiv or Moscow’s strategy in and around the northeastern city. Russian state
media aired an anonymous interview with a man purported to be from one of those
villages in which he said Russian troops were never there to begin with.

Kharkiv’s northern neighborhoods were obliterated in the past two months by
Russian shells, rockets and missiles, with more than 2,000 high-rises rendered
uninhabitable across the city, according to the municipality. Residents in the
most-affected areas, such as north Saltivka, spent weeks stuck in basements without
power and water, forced to cook on open fires in courtyards during the lulls in
shelling.

Despite continued Russian attacks, including an amusement-park ride in Kharkiv hit
by a rocket on Tuesday, city residents have re-emerged on the streets. A handful of
restaurants and coffee shops have reopened, with traffic on some roads that had been
deserted since the war began. Stanislav Lubimsky, who operated four
restaurants—three of them in Saltivka—reopened his downtown Pizzeria 22 on
Monday. It was doing brisk business on Wednesday, with customers enjoying the
outdoor terrace.

“Springtime has come, the weather is nice, the sun is shining and people want to eat
out again now that things have calmed down in the city,” he said.
“Let’s hope everything stabilizes and continues like this, toward victory.”

Only one axis of the initial Russian advance, ending in the village of Tsyrkuny,
remains in the immediate vicinity of the city, Ukrainian officials say. These positions



are increasingly threatened by Ukrainian advances in Ruska Lozova to the west and
Kutuzivka to the east.

Ruska Lozova, which sits on the main highway from Kharkiv to the Russian city of
Belgorod, was occupied by Russian forces immediately after the war began on Feb.
24. For two months, the village of 5,000 people was cut off from Kharkiv and the rest
of Ukraine, and put under harsh military rule, residents say. Cellphone coverage was
disabled, food supplies stopped and electricity disappeared.

Serhiy Shumov, 39, who worked before the war at a nearby sausage factory that he
said has since been looted by the Russians, said he weighed 212 pounds before the
war. By the time he fled Ruska Lozova to Kharkiv on Friday, he was 165 pounds.
“There was nothing to eat for two months, everyone was just scavenging for whatever
they could find,” he said.

A succession of Russian forces rotated through Ruska Lozova—regular Russian
troops of different units, and then poorly trained recruits from the Russian-controlled
statelets in Donbas who appeared in tracksuits and torn sneakers, residents said.
While the Russians checked residents’ homes and phones, they didn’t steal from
inhabited houses. Those abandoned by residents, however, were another matter.

“They were taking everything they could from these empty homes: electronics, TV sets,
even half-empty perfume bottles. They were saying: We are going home on rotation
soon, and we need to bring gifts,” said Vadim Zhirnovnikov, a 52-year-old truck
driver who left Ruska Lozova for Kharkiv on Sunday because of continuing Russian
shelling there.

The village, 13 miles from the border crossing with Russia, is home to many ethnic
Russians. Perhaps half the population was sympathetic to Moscow before the war, Mr.
Shumov said. Some, including the mayor, chose to collaborate with the Russians when
they invaded, Mr. Shumov and Ukrainian military officials say.

When the occupation began, Mr. Shumov said the mayor told villagers, “Understand,
the Russian soldiers are good people, work with them.”” At another gathering, a
bearded Russian commander urged residents to relocate to Russia, Mr. Shumov
recalled. “He told us: We will soon liberate Kharkiv, so please in the meantime go to
Russia because these Ukrainian Nazis will shoot at you and burn your cars.”

Myr. Synehubov, the head of the regional administration, wouldn’t comment on Ruska
Lozova’s mayor but said that Ukrainian law enforcement is investigating all alleged
cases of abetting the enemy.

“We do know that some collaboration has occurred, including by some people who
held positions in local government authorities,” he said.

With hunger pressing on Ruska Lozova under occupation, 25 villagers tried to raid
the giant chicken farm nearby to get some meat on April 15, said Nina Lavrova, 63,
whose son Serhiy was among the men. The trespassers were caught and detained by
Russian forces.



Ms. Lavrova said one of the villagers who was detained alongside her son and later
returned to the village told her that Serhiy had been press-ganged into forced labor
for the Russian forces somewhere near Belgorod, carrying sacks of sand and
unloading food and other supplies.

“I don’t know where he is and he doesn’t know where I am,” said Ms. Lavrova, who
arrived in Kharkiv on Monday with one of her dogs. The remaining two dogs and 17
cats were let loose, she said.

The long list of Ruska Lozova’s villagers who have also gone missing includes Mr.
Shumov’s father-in-law, who disappeared on March 24.

“He just walked out to the street and vanished. Nobody knows where he is,” Mr.
Shumov said.

More than half of Ruska Lozova’s residents, including most of the collaborators, had
escaped the village for Russia by the time Ukrainian forces began the operation to
retake it last week, residents and officials said.

“There were many Russians who had moved to settle there from Russia, who still
have family in Russia, who had a position of not supporting Ukraine. Russia is closer
to them, and that is why they have run off there.

The pro-Ukrainian people have remained,” said Lt. Col. Vito, the deputy commander
of the Kraken unit of Ukrainian military intelligence that led the operation to retake
Ruska Lozova. Like other military officials, he is allowed to identify himself only by
his call sign.

The choice of evacuating to Russia wasn’t always political, villagers say. Some of
those who initially escaped to Russia have since managed to move on via Lithuania,
traveling to wait out the war in Poland or Germany.

“Many people have gone to Russia because they have children, and they wanted to
save their children’s lives, this is the only reason, ” said Mr. Zhirnovnikov, the truck
driver, who survived on the stockpile of potatoes and pickled tomatoes in his cellar
during the occupation.

When Ukrainian forces pushed into Ruska Lozova on Friday, Ukrainian artillery
shelled Russian positions in and around the village at first, and then infantry moved
in from three directions, Lt. Col. Vito said.

“The most important thing was the surprise of the attack,” he said.

“The enemy resisted, and they were liquidated. Some have managed to retreat, and
some have remained there forever.”

His unit took three Russian prisoners in the village, he said.

Mr. Shumov said his sons, 13-year-old twins, ran to him that day to say that the
troops in the streets wore Ukrainian pixelated uniforms.
“People cried of happiness when they saw our soldiers,” he said.

As Russia unleashed fire on the village in following hours, destroying several houses
on Mr. Shumov’s street, Ukrainian troops focused on evacuating most of the
remaining civilians to the relative safety of Kharkiv. Hundreds left in a convoy of
minibuses on the first day, housed by Kharkiv authorities in a dormitory on the city’s



southern edge. Others keep trickling out every day, taking advantage of pauses in
Russian shelling. The village remains off-limits to journalists.

Arrivals from recently retaken areas are carefully screened by Ukrainian authorities
looking for collaborators. At a checkpoint leading out of Ruska Lozova, on a road
littered with charred debris, security officials instructed troops to detain and send for
interrogation anyone found with photos of Ukrainian positions or recent calls to
Russian numbers on their phones.

“There would be anyone dumb enough to travel with Russian call history?” a
Ukrainian soldier wondered.
“You’d be surprised. Plenty,” a security officer replied.

Vera Nikitichna, 70, spent Friday with her husband, Fedor, in the cellar as the village
was shaking under Russian bombardment, she said. Then, Ukrainian soldiers
appeared in her courtyard.

“They said, get out of here quickly, there will be a nightmare here soon,” she
recalled.

Her husband, 80, refused to leave, saying he needed to finish planting potatoes in
their garden. In the rush, they became separated and Ms. Nikitichna now spends her
days standing outside the dormitory in Kharkiv, waiting for news from other villagers
who arrive from Ruska Lozova.

Cellphones still don’t work there. Her husband likely thinks she has died and is
looking for her body, she said.

“We used to live peacefully, didn’t touch anyone. And now we have become penniless
and homeless in our old age, when nobody needs us,” she said.

Her two uncles died fighting the Nazis in World War I, as did her husband’s father,
Ms. Nikitichna said. She had never imagined her village would be destroyed by
Russians.

“Why the hell did they have to come?” she shook her head.

“Did we ever invite them here?

Did we ask them in?”

Drought Reveals Barrel Containing Human Remains at Popular Lake: Police Say
It's Just the Beginning
Amanda Thomason - The western Journal

Las Vegas has been experiencing a severe drought — and while it’s always relatively
dry, being a desert, this drought is exposing some dark secrets.

On Sunday, one of those secrets came in the form of a decades-old, rusted-out barrel
that became visible as the water of Lake Mead continued to drop.

Boaters out for a Sunday afternoon came across the spot near the Hemenway Harbor
boat ramp at about 3 p.m. Locals were quickly alerted to the grisly find.


https://www.westernjournal.com/author/amandathomason/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=topdaily&ff_content=2022-05-04
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“We heard a woman scream from the side of the beach and then my husband went
over to obviously see what was wrong,” Shawna Hollister, who’d been nearby, said.
“And then he realized there was a body there in a barrel.

“It’s heartbreaking to see that somebody’s loved one that’s out there, so, I mean [
hope they get justice or somebody finds out at least who it is.”

1t will take quite a bit of work to connect the dots and get a positive ID on the body,
which was determined to belong to a male who had been shot — but with all the
records and technological advancements we 've made since the unknown victim'’s
demise, it’s certainly not an impossibility.

Initially, authorities guessed that the body had been in the barrel since the '80s, based
on the evidence they found with the remains, but as the investigation continued they
realized the case could date back even further.

“The victim’s clothes and shoes were sold at Kmart in the mid-to-late 1970s,” Lt. Ray
Spencer with the Las Vegas Metro Police told KLAS.

The place where the barrel was found would have been dozens of feet under water in
the ’70s and '80s — and according to Spencer, there are probably other grave sites
lurking in the area.


https://www.westernjournal.com/lone-highway-patrolman-shot-civilians-swarm-gunman-take-control-scene/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=topdaily&ff_content=2022-05-04
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https://www.westernjournal.com/game-changer-police-make-big-announcement-jonbenet-ramsey-case-25-years-notorious-murder/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=topdaily&ff_content=2022-05-04
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“It’s going to be a very difficult case,” he told KLAS.
“I would say there is a very good chance as the water level drops that we are going to

find, you know, additional human remains.
“I think anybody can understand there are probably more bodies that have been

dumped in Lake Mead, it’s just a matter of, are we able to recover those?”

Eagle-Eyed Soldiers Spot Russian Truck Among Trees and Blow It Up
William McGee & Zenger News - Newsweek

The Nikolaev artillerymen destroyed the Russian Ural truck with ammunition and a
dugout of Russian occupiers in May 2022. (@www.dshv.mil.gov.ua/Zenger)/p

Video shows eagled-eyed soldiers spotting a Russian truck hiding in Ukrainian

woodland before blowing it up into a ball of fire.
Zenger obtained the aerial footage from the elite Ukrainian Air Assault Forces (DShV)

earlier Friday.


https://www.8newsnow.com/i-team/i-team-body-found-in-barrel-in-lake-mead-may-date-back-to-1980s-more-likely-to-appear-as-water-recedes-las-vegas-police-say/

The DShV said (in Ukrainian): "The video shows how in one of the areas of combat
missions, artillerymen of the 79th Separate Assault Brigade of the Mykolayiv DShV of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine destroyed a Ural truck with ammunition and a dugout of
the Russian occupiers.”

"The paratroopers note: 'Enemies will not hide from us, all will be destroyed sooner
or later! We continue to carry out combat missions, protecting Ukraine and its
citizens!” "Together to victory! DShV - always first! Glory to Ukraine!”

The DShV - a rapid deployment force and one of the five branches of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine (AFU) - did not specify where in the country the footage was
filmed.

The Ural-4320 is a general-purpose off-road 6 %6 vehicle, produced at the Urals
Automotive Plant in Miass, Russia. It has several users, including both Russia and
Ukraine.

The Kremlin now says the aim of its operation is to "protect Donbass.”

The General Staff of the AFU reported that from February 24 to May 6, Russia had
lost 24,900 troops, 1,110 tanks, 2,686 armored fighting vehicles, 502 artillery systems,
171 multiple launch rocket systems, 83 anti-aircraft systems, 199 warplanes, 155
helicopters, 1,926 vehicles and fuel tankers, 11 vessels, 324 tactical unmanned aerial
vehicles, 38 units of special equipment and 90 cruise missiles.

As the Ukraine-Russian war enters its 72nd day, Russia has claimed victories
including the destruction of multiple Ukrainian positions in heavy fighting overnight
Thursday, claiming they killed 600 Ukrainian soldiers.

The Kremlin has also gone on the defensive to deny Ukrainian claims that the troops
are currently storming the last Mariupol strongholds, and insisted that the
humanitarian corridors were still open.

Russian President Viadimir Putin has also told Kyiv that they should persuade the
troops in the area to lay down their weapons to end the fighting in the besieged city.

They have also accused the West of feeding intelligence to Ukraine to support their
fight against what Russia calls a "special military operation.” The U.S. has denied
the claim, including the suggestion that they told Ukrainians how they could track
down and target Russian generals for assassination by snipers.

It was also suggested more recently that intelligence in Washington is what helped
Ukraine sink the Russian warship Moskova.

Russia is believed to be desperate to take Mariupol before the May 9 Victory Day
parade in Moscow which marks the Soviet Union's victory over Nazi Germany.

So far some 500 civilians have been evacuated from Mariupol and some other areas
of southern Ukraine in a rescue operation organized under the auspices of the U.N.
and the International Red Cross. The numbers were confirmed by the Ukrainian
president's office.


https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vladimir-putin

Meanwhile, a host of international organizations have banned Russia, already hit by
economic sanctions, from taking part in sporting and cultural events, such as this
vear's FIFA World Cup in Qatar, in response to the country's invasion.

Russia’s southern neighbors take a stand
Svante E. Cornell (opinion contributor) - The Hill

The Hill

On April 29, Ilham Aliyev, the President of Azerbaijan, became the first post-Soviet
leader to publicly distance himself from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. It is the most
recent and clearest example of how Russia’s southern neighbors gradually are
carving out a more independent stance on the current war.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, most countries have made their positions fairly clear.
Western nations have unanimously condemned Russia and pledged financial and
military support to Ukraine. Japan and South Korea have done the same. By contrast,
China has remained aloof, while signaling that it won’t let the war harm its relations
with Moscow.

By contrast, the states on Russia’s southern border have been more ambivalent.
Exposed to Russian pressure and fearful of being next in line if Russia succeeds in its
efforts to dominate Ukraine, they have gone out of their way to maintain subdued
rhetoric regarding the war.

This has naturally led to criticism from some corners, but it’s necessary to understand
in the context of their precarious positions: These states lack any real protections for
their security, and they fear that no one would come to their assistance if they become
Moscow’s next targets.

The resulting silence should not be taken as support for Russia, however. Quite to the
contrary, it reflects widespread fears of their former colonial overlord. Clues to the
real stances among Russia’s southern neighbors can be found in what they have been
doing, rather than what they have been saying. For, in spite of their connections to



Russian economic and security institutions, none has followed the example of Belarus
and provided support to Russia’s war effort.

In fact, whatever support has been provided by those governments has been for
Ukraine. The stronger states — Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan — have
taken the lead. All three have sent planeloads of humanitarian aid to Ukraine, with
Azerbaijan also dispatching aid to Moldova to deal with refugee flows there, while
providing Ukraine with petroleum assistance to help its agricultural sector from
collapsing.

Furthermore, while regional states have not joined Western sanctions on Russia, all
have made clear they will comply with them. Moreover, in recent weeks, they have
also begun to articulate a clearer stance on the war.

Uzbekistan was the first country to articulate a critical position. Already in
mid-March, long-time Uzbek foreign minister Abdulaziz Kamilov told the country’s
parliament that the government supports Ukraine’s territorial integrity and would
reject any notion of recognizing the Russia-supported Donetsk and Luhansk republics
in eastern Ukraine.

Soon after, however, Kamilov was reported to have fallen ill and to be receiving
treatment abroad, before being transferred to the National Security Council (which
some have taken to be some sort of reprimand). But Uzbekistan’s government has not
rescinded his statement, indicating that Kamilov’s words stand.

Kazakhstan, too, has carved out a significant position. Just this January, the country
was forced to call upon the Russia-led Collective Security Treaty Organization to help
quell serious domestic unrest.

But, to Moscow’s dismay, this earlier aid did not cause Kazakhstan to fall in line with
Russia with regard to the war. Quite the opposite, in fact, an assistant to
Kazakhstan’s president made it clear that Kazakhstan does not “want to be placed in
the same basket as Russia,” while a deputy foreign minister stated that the

country wants to avoid being behind a new iron curtain.

Kazakhstan also announced it would not hold the annual celebration of the Soviet
Union’s victory over Nazi Germany this year, a clear indication it does not want to be
associated with Putin’s planned military parade for the occasion.

Azerbaijan, on the other side of the Caspian Sea, has relied on Moscow as a
peacekeeper in the wake of its 2020 war with Armenia, in which it liberated large
territories that Armenia had occupied in the 1990s. And while Azerbaijan signed a
treaty of cooperation with Russia just days before the invasion of Ukraine, it has been
unequivocal in its support for Ukraine’s territorial integrity.

On April 29, Azerbaijan’s President, in response to a question from a Ukrainian
lawmaker during an international conference in Baku, did not mince words.

After reiterating Azerbaijan’s support for Ukraine’s integrity, Aliyev urged his
Ukrainian counterparts “never to agree to the violation of your territorial integrity.”
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He further urged Ukraine to “rely on your own resources,” and cautioned against
depending on the resolutions of international organizations, which “have no value.”

1t is perhaps natural that Azerbaijan was first to express a critical position. Its own
painful experience of occupation and ethnic cleansing clearly predisposed the country
to side with Ukraine. More important, perhaps, is the fact that Azerbaijan is the only
regional state with some security protection, having signed a mutual defense

treaty with NATO ally Turkey last June.

Looking ahead, the United States and its allies will need to figure out a strategy for
the long-term containment of Russia.

The states of Central Asia and the Caucasus will, along with Turkey, be a critical
southern bulwark in any such effort. These states are understandably cautious, and
(especially after the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan) unsure to what extent they
can rely on America.

But they are clearly rattled by Russia’s aggression, and looking for ways to protect
themselves against the same in the future. For Washington, their worries provide an
opportunity for reassurance — and to rebuild ties that have been badly frayed by
recent policy.

Russia's most advanced tank in service was obliterated by Ukraine just days after it
was deployed, according to reports
Erin Snodgrass (esnodgrass@insider.com) - Business Insider

AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky People walk past a Russian tank T-90M standing on the
platform of a museum train dedicated to propaganda of the Russian army in a railway
station in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, April 28, 2021.

Russia's most advanced tank in service was destroyed by Ukraine this week,
according to reports. The military vehicle had been in Ukraine for less than two
weeks before it was hit, officials said.
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The Ukrainian Defense Ministry said the tank was hit by a Javelin anti-tank missile
system.

Russia faced yet another military setback this week following reports that one of the
country's most advanced tanks in service, the T-90M, was destroyed just days after it
was deployed to Ukraine.

Ukrainian journalist Andriy Tsaplienko first posted a picture of the charred vehicle
on Wednesday from the Kharkiv region, which he said was recently liberated by
Ukrainian forces.

Tsaplienko shared a photo of himself standing in front of the ruined tank, jokingly
telling his followers that the destroyed vehicle is "hot, it's smokin' hot.”

The journalist said Russian troops on Wednesday attempted to reclaim the territory
but failed to make headway. Tsaplienko reported that the scraps of Russia's destroyed
tank will be displayed in an upcoming May 9 parade commemorating the end of
World War I1.

The Ministry of Defense of Ukraine confirmed the T-90's destruction in a Thursday
statement, saying the battle vehicle nicknamed the "Breakthrough" had arrived in
Ukraine just one week prior to its demise.

"Thus, the image of the Russian army, which many in the world feared, has degraded
and fallen over the past two months to such an extent that few could have imagined it,
the statement said.
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According to Newsweek, the machine's presence in eastern Ukraine was
first reported on April 25.

The Defense Ministry said the tank was hit by Ukrainian forces with an American
Javelin anti-tank missile system near Izyum. The agency reported that an MT-LB
armored personnel carrier and an infantry fighting vehicle were also destroyed in the
attack.

In its statement, the Defense Ministry said the missile system "turned a super-modern
Russian tank into a pile of scrap metal.”

The T-90M tank, which is one of the newest additions to Russia's T-90 series, is the
most technologically advanced battle vehicle within Russia's frontline arsenal,
according to The Drive, and was first issued to Russian military divisions in the
spring of 2020. The outlet estimated that only about 100 models are currently in
service.

Russia's T-14 Armeta is newer than the T-90M, but still in production.

The Ukrainian Defense Ministry said the T-90M is equipped with a powerful engine,
panoramic sight with rangefinder, a thermal internal imaging channel, and a fire
control system. The new design also features multi-layered armor and ammunition
placed outside the unit, according to the ministry. Multi-channel sight in the tank
allows it to fire at all times of the day.

"All these upgrades do not seem to have helped the T-90M, which is already seen as
the first confirmed loss of a tank of this type in Ukraine,” the Defense Ministry said in
its statement.

Last month, Russia suffered another embarrassment after its Black Sea
flagship "Moskva" sunk after being hit by a Ukrainian missile.

South Korea’s Intelligence Agency Has Joined NATO’s Cyber Defense Unit. China
Isn’t Happy
Charlie Campbell - Time
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Kim Hong-Ji—Reuters

On Thursday, South Korea’s spy agency became the first in Asia to join NATO's
Cyber Defense Group in a move that risks inflaming tensions with regional
superpower China.

In a statement, South Korea’s National Intelligence Service (NI1S) said it had been
admitted as a contributing participant for NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre
of Excellence (CCDCOE), a cyber defense hub established in May 2008 in Tallinn,
Estonia, focused on research, training, and exercises in the field of cyber-security.

“Cyber-threats are causing great damage to not only individuals but also separate
nations and also transnational, so close international cooperation is crucial,” the NIS
said.

In response, Hu Xijin, the strident editor of Chinese Communist Party mouthpiece The
Global Times, tweeted that the move was an affront to Beijing and even lays the
groundwork for war in Asia. “If South Korea takes a path of turning hostile against
its neighbors, the end of this path could be a Ukraine,” he wrote.

Against the background of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, South Korea’s admission to
the group seems to reflect a hardening resolve among U.S. allies in response to
mounting threats from, in principle, Moscow and Beijing, which has backed Viadimir
Putin’s adventurism. On April 29, a spokesman for China’s Foreign

Ministry hailed ties with Russia as “a new model of international relations.”

However, whether NATO was motivated by events in Ukraine to finally sign off on
South Korea’s membership is unclear. The NIS submitted its application to join the
group in 2019 and has participated in the two most recent Locked Shields, the world’s
largest international live-fire cyber-defense exercise.

The CCDCOE now has 27 NATO member countries and five non-NATO contributing
participants.
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Prof. Sean O’Malley, a political scientist at Dongseo University in Busan, says South
Korea’s membership is “a culmination of a very slow evolution over the past decade
of getting cyber-security to be recognized as a really serious threat.”

Despite hosting some of the world’s top tech companies, like LG and Samsung, South
Korea has been a surprising laggard regarding cybercrime and only launched
a National Cybersecurity Strategy under the Moon Jae-in administration in 2018.

This is despite South Korea being the principle target of increasingly frequent
cyberattacks from across the DMZ. A crack squad of 6,800 North Korean agents are
engaged in fraud, blackmail and online gambling that together generate some $860
million annually, according to the Korea Institute of Liberal Democracy in Seoul.
Many attacks originate from inside China.

And whether motivated by Beijing’s backing of Russia or not, the move does certainly
bring U.S. allies closer together. “This is just one more arrow in the quiver for the
United States and its allies,” says O’Malley.

“And, of course, this is one more capacity where China would prefer South Korea be
as independent as possible.”

Maye Musk Uses 1 Tweet to Beat Down NYT for 'White Privilege' Hit Piece on Her
Son, Elon Musk
Michael Austin - The Western Journal

Elon Musk is a hard man to pin down.

How do you precisely define a guy who completely transformed the automobile and
aerospace industries, has amassed more wealth than any other human in history and
spends much of his free time posting crude jokes and silly memes?

Nevertheless, the New York Times took a crack at it on Thursday. In a blatant hit
piece citing the billionaire’s upbringing in apartheid South Africa, the Times summed

up Musk’s motivations with two words — “white privilege.”

Musk’s mother — fashion model Maye Musk — isn’t having it.
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In just a few short sentences, Musk’s mother pointed out one simple fact no doubt lost
on the big-government leftists over at the Times: Government is the problem.

“In South Africa, if you publicly opposed apartheid, you went to jail. In Russia, if you
publicly oppose the war, you go to jail. @nytimes are you going to blame children for
decisions made by governments?” Maye Musk tweeted on Thursday.

Following harsh critical backlash, the Times did some stealth editing to the story,

portraying Musk as much more progressive on race issues (which is accurate to the
billionaire’s history) than the original piece did.

Does Elon Musk have 'white privilege'?

For the hit piece, reporters John Eligon and Lynsey Chutel interviewed over a dozen
acquaintances and relatives of Musk regarding the billionaire’s childhood years.
The Times framed these quotes in a way to suggest that Musk’s vision of Twitter — a
free-speech public town square — will promote the kind of “misinformation” that
held up South Africa’s pre-1990s apartheid policies.

However, the Times described South African government propaganda as
“misinformation.”

“Mr. Musk, 50, grew up in the economic hub of Johannesburg, the executive capital
of Pretoria and the coastal city of Durban. His suburban communities were largely
shrouded in misinformation,” the Times reported.

“Newspapers sometimes arrived on doorsteps with whole sections blacked out, and
nightly news bulletins ended with the national anthem and an image of the national

flag flapping as the names of white young men who were killed fighting for the
government scrolled on the screen.”

“Mr. Musk has heralded his purchase of Twitter as a victory for free speech, having
criticized the platform for removing posts and banning users. It is unclear what role
his childhood — coming up in a time and place in which there was hardly a free
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exchange of ideas and where government misinformation was used to demonize Black
South Africans — may have played in that decision.”

What seems to be lost on the Times, however, is the fact that this South African
“misinformation” wasn’t a result of unfiltered free speech.

It was the result of a carefully calculated government propaganda campaign.
According to The Guardian, “from the earliest days of apartheid in the late 1940s,”
the South African government launched its propaganda campaign in a bid for U.S.
support for its “white minority government.”

Government-controlled newspapers, bulletins and broadcasts all forwarded this effort.
Private-public relations firms were hired to tell the truth — as the government saw it,
that is.

In the ’70s, pro-apartheid partisan Connie Mulder was hired on as “Minister of
Information,” the head of the government’s “Department of Information.”

This seems oddly reminiscent of the Biden administration’s “Disinformation
Governance Board,” doesn 't it?

The U.S. government recently hired partisan leftist Nina Jankowicz to head up what
many are now referring to as Biden’s own “Ministry of Truth,” in order to combat
“misinformation” that doesn’t fall in line with the government’s view of “the truth.”

This is clearly the problem, not Musk’s vision for Twitter. In fact, if a Musk-style
free-speech platform had existed at the time, it’s quite possible the South African
regime would have been toppled decades earlier.

After all, in parts of the world where citizens had open access to information, the
apartheid regime was incredibly unpopular. Had South Africans been exposed to
these ideas via Twitter, the government’s stranglehold on information would have
been erased.

If the Times really was hoping to prevent another apartheid regime from coming into
power, its journalists would be covering these incredible excesses of Biden’s
“Disinformation Board.”

Instead, much like many South African publications of the 20th century, the Times has
decided to regurgitate the government’s anti-free-speech talking points.

OPEN LETTER
Do not elect Vietnam to the United Nations Human Rights Council for the
2023-2025 term.

To: The members of the United Nations

In recent days, the world has been overly indignant at the Russian Federation’s
invasion of Ukraine. Those who still have a conscience are heartbroken at tens of
millions of Ukrainians having to flee their homes in many towns destroyed by Russian
bombs and thousands massacred, including women and children.
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Faced with this heinous crime, on the 7 of April 2022, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted a resolution to suspend Russia from the United Nations Human
Rights Council. Ninety-three countries voted in favor, 58 abstained, and 24 opposed.
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam was among those who voted against it.

Indeed, those who have followed Vietnam’s stance since the early days of the war in
Ukraine are not surprised by the significance of this vote. Vietnam abstained twice

when the United Nations General Assembly voted to condemn Russia’s aggression on
the 2 and 16 of March.

Vietham’s support for Russia is just the policy of the Communist Party of Vietnam — a
totalitarian regime that has ruled the country for more than half a century. This
policy completely contradicts the Vietnamese people’s aspirations.

However, despite the record of systematic human rights violations that have lasted for
decades and the support for the pro-war stance of dictator Vladimir Putin, the
totalitarian regime in Vietnam intends to run for the United Nations Human Rights

Council for the 2023-2025 term.

Faced with the risk of the UN Human Rights Council being abused by members with
the worst human rights records, we, the undersigned Vietnamese organizations and

individuals, urgently call on the United Nations members not to elect Vietnam to the
United Nations Human Rights Council for the 2023-2025 term.

Before looking for membership of the Council, the Vietnamese government must
improve its human rights record, strictly enforce international human rights
conventions on human rights, and contribute to the international community to build
a peaceful and prosperous world.

On the 18th of April 2022
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Ukraine’s Best Fighter Jets Just Bombed The Hell Out Of The Russian Troops On Snake
Island
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The Ukrainian air force’s best fighter jets just staged a daring raid on the Russian force
occupying Ukraine’s strategic Snake Island.
The raid marks a significant escalation of Ukraine’s air campaign targeting the Russian

garrison on the island in the western Black Sea, 80 miles south of Ukraine’s strategic port
Odessa.

For at least a week now, Kyiv’s propeller-driven TB-2 armed drones have been waging a
relentless defense-suppression campaign over and around Snake Island.. The
satellite-controlled drones with their 14-pound missiles have knocked out at least three
air-defense systems on the 110-acre island as well as two Russian patrol boats and a landing
craft along the shore.

Destroying the air-defenses, along with any naval vessels attempting to reinforce the tiny
island—with its single pier, helicopter landing pad and dozen or so structures—cleared a
path for the twin-engine, supersonic Su-27s to strike on or before Saturday.

A TB-2 was nearby, watching with its gimbal-mounted camera, as the single-seat
Sukhois—the Ukrainian air force’s fastest interceptors—streaked low over the island,
dropping unguided bombs. Whatever Russian forces were left on the island after the drones
did their work, the Su-27s apparently heavily damaged.

The raid is striking, and not just because the Ukrainian air force committed nearly a tenth of
its remaining Su-27s to pull it off. The high-speed bombing also underscored the ongoing
collapse of the Russian navy and supporting forces in the western Black Sea. Three weeks ago
a Ukrainian anti-ship missile battery sank the cruiser Moskva, depriving the Russian Black
Sea Fleet of its biggest warship and its most powerful air-defense asset.

Bitter ground fighting continues in eastern Ukraine, with Russian forces slowly advancing
west of Izium while Ukrainian forces advance farther north around Kharkiv. Ten weeks into
Russia’s wider war on Ukraine, the Russian army has yet to mount a sustainable offensive.
But in the east, at least, the Russians aren’t actively losing the war. Yet.

At sea, however, the Ukrainians clearly have the upper hand—even though Kyiv’s tiny navy,
having scuttled its flagship frigate in Odessa in order to prevent its capture, no longer has a
single large warship. Instead, the navy along with the air force is waging war from land and
air—and winning.

Snake Island is minuscule but it matters. Whichever country owns the island has a legal claim
on many of the resources of the western Black Sea. Prior to the Russian invasion beginning
on the night of Feb. 23, a small Ukrainian garrison defended the island.

A Russian fleet, led by Moskva, attacked the following morning. When the Russians demanded
the Ukrainians’ surrender, a member of the Ukrainian garrison reportedly named Roman
Hrybov heroically responded, "Russian warship, go fuck yourself.”

The Russians opened fire, killing some of the Ukrainians. A Russian landing force captured
the survivors, including Hrybov. Moscow later swapped the captives for some Russians the
Ukrainians had captured.

Russia moved to reinforce its troops on Snake Island. Landing craft hauled in a ZU-23
anti-aircraft gun and a Strela-10 surface-to-air missile system. Raptor-class gunboats
patrolled the island perimeter. Moskva sailed farther off-shore.
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Meanwhile on land, Ukrainian forces defeated a large Russian force driving toward Kyiv
from the north. The war’s momentum shifted east and south. Moskva’s sinking by a pair of
Neptune missiles on April 13 marked a turning point. Black Sea Fleet commanders pulled
their surviving three frigates farther from the Ukrainian coast.

That was a virtual invitation to the Ukrainian navy’s missile-armed TB-2s to begin their
assault on Snake Island. In a heady 10 days, the 1,400-pound drones destroyed the ZU-23
and the Strela and sank two Raptor gunboats.

When the Russians sent in reinforcements—a Raptor escorting a landing craft hauling a
spare SAM launcher—the drones blew up the landing craft and destroyed the launcher.

The poorly-led, weary—and shrinking—Black Sea Fleet and its supporting army forces no
longer reliably can defend Snake Island. No later than Saturday, the Ukrainian air force
concluded the air space was clear.

The Su-27s flew in low apparently from somewhere in western Ukraine, successfully avoiding
whatever Russian air-defenses remain over the Black Sea and arriving unmolested over
Snake Island. They popped flares and dropped their bombs, which triggered at least one
major secondary explosion, indicating a direct hit on an ammunition dump or fuel tank.

Ukraine’s air force has lost more than a tenth of the planes it had before the war, including at
least four of its three-dozen Su-27s. But supplies of spare parts from NATO countries have
helped Ukrainian technicians to keep the remaining jets in flyable condition—and perhaps
restore old, grounded air-frames

On April 19, the U.S. Defense Department claimed that the Ukrainian air force actually had
more flyable planes than it did just two weeks prior.

Kyiv has put those planes to good use. Su-25 attack jets are back in action over the main front
line in eastern Ukraine. Even the aging Su-24 swing-wing bombers are in the fight again after
several of them got shot down in quick succession back in March. The Su-27s’ bold strike on
Snake Island wasn’t just the next step in Ukraine’s weeks-long campaign to peel back the
island garrison’s defenses—it was a statement.

That statement is this: the aging, out-gunned Ukrainian air force still is capable of mounting
offensive operations. Indeed, right now it might be more capable of deep strikes than the
Russian air force is, despite the latter’s massive advantage in air-frames.

1t’s unclear whether or when Kyiv intends to attempt a landing on Snake Island. To restore its
pre-war economy, Ukraine eventually must regain control of the island. With the apparent
capture of the Ukrainian fleet’s sole amphibious ship, a landing force might have to come by
helicopter.

But that’s risky. Su-27s are fast. Helicopters are slow. Even in its degraded state, the Russian
garrison on Snake Island might be capable of defeating a heliborne assault.

That could change, however. The Ukrainians clearly are determined to strip away Snake
Island’s defenses. And they 're succeeding. As they gain control over the military conditions
on and around the island, their next move increasingly becomes a matter of choice ... and
timing.

Fire Engulfs Aviation College in Russian Town Hit by Blast Days Earlier
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Afire engulfed an aviation college on Sunday, just days after an ammunition plant
caught fire in the Russian town of Perm amid the country's ongoing invasion of
Ukraine.

Russia has seen several mysterious fires break out in various buildings, warehouses
and other places since April, raising concerns from some that Ukraine could be
responsible, though leaders have not claimed responsibility.

Sunday's fire in Perm, a city of more than I million people, which is located more
than 700 miles from Moscow near the Ural Mountains, appeared to break out at a
construction site where the school was being built in the city center.
that Russia would like to have a parade for the Victory Day. The 9th

Videos posted to social media showed massive billows of smoke rising into the air. It
apparently began when a heater at the construction site caught on fire, according to a
translated local news report on Telegram. Nobody suffered any injuries or deaths.

The fire left the city center covered in a cloud of smoke, which could be seen across
the Kama River, according to the report. More specific details about how the heater
caught on fire were not immediately clear early Sunday afternoon.

Visegrad 24, a news outlet that aggregates news from several Eastern European
nations speculated on Twitter about the cause of the fire, writing that there have been
"too many fires recently for it all to be a coincidence.”

However, neither Ukrainian nor Russian officials said the blaze was caused by
Ukrainian sabotage. Newsweek reached out to both the Ukrainian and Russian
defense ministries for comment.

Just days earlier, a fire at an ammunition plant in the city left two people dead.

An explosion struck the FKP Perm Powder Plant, which produces gunpowder, and
caused a fire that left several people injured as well. Authorities blamed the fire on a
"product” that "caught fire,” but was still being investigated.
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There have been several other fires across Russia since the start of last month.
Ukraine has not claimed responsibility for the fires, and the causes are being
investigated by Russian officials. However, some Western officials have said it would
be "completely legitimate” for the fires to be carried out by Ukraine.

Other fires included one that broke out at an oil depot in Belgorod, a research center
in Tver, a fuel depot in Bryansk, as well as explosions on the streets of the capital city
of Moscow.

Many have raised speculations the fires could have been started intentionally by
Ukrainians or their supporters inside Russia. Oleksei Arestovych, an adviser to
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, offered only a vague statement to The New
York Times late last month when asked about Ukrainian sabotage, saying: "We don't
confirm, and we don't deny.”

Ukrainian fleets: Where are the aircraft now?
Miquel Ros - The Points Guy

The Points Guy

When Ukraine was attacked on the evening of Feb. 24, 2022, one of the first targets of
Russian troops was the Antonov airfield in Hostomel, just a few miles northwest of

Kyiv.

After some brutal combat, this airport — home to the eponymous aircraft
manufacturer and cargo airline — would fall to the Russians and remain under

occupation for several weeks.

When Ukrainian forces later recovered control of the area, it became clear that, in
addition to the horrific human cost, the fighting and occupation had brought
wholesale destruction to this area, including the irremissible loss of the one and only
Antonov An-225.
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The mighty Mriya, the heaviest and largest transport aircraft in the world, was no
more.

Preparing to evacuate planes from Ukraine

Quoting sources at Antonov Airlines, the Ukrainian news agency

Interfax-Ukraine reported that Antonov Airlines had plans to evacuate the Mriya and
a handful of other aircraft to Leipzig, Germany, which was already a second home for
the carrier.

Unfortunately, the frantic efforts to ready the Mriya, as well as an An-26 and an
An-74T, were tragically in vain. The aircrafts’ planned departure the morning of Feb.
24 was cut short by a Russian helicopter-born assault, the opening stages of what
would be known as the battle of Hostomel.

Antonov’s remaining two An-124s were reportedly undergoing heavy maintenance at
Hostomel and nearby Sviatoshyn at the time of the attacks. Some reports point to at
least one of them having been damaged, but this was not be confirmed by Antonov
Airlines representatives.

However, the bulk of Antonov Airlines’ fleet — five An-124s to be exact — managed
to fly to safety in the nick of time.

The Points Guy Photo by Hobley/MI News/NurPhoto/Getty Images

Now based abroad, these supersized freighters remain active and have been joined in
this forced exile by a sizable portion of the Ukrainian commercial aircraft fleet.

In fact, by the time the first missiles struck, Ukraine’s airlines had already been on a
war footing for quite some time.

The creeping military buildup on the Russian side of the border in the weeks
preceding the invasion, coupled with increasingly alarming warnings by the U.S., led
to a stream of cancellations — a trickle at first, then a stampede. With the fate of
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Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 fresh in everyone’s memory, airlines weren’t going to
take any chances.

Soon Ukraine’s home carriers had no other option but to send their aircraft abroad at
the behest of insurers and lessors.

How the war has impacted Ukraine’s aviation industry

The war has dealt the heaviest of blows to a country that in recent years had seen its
airline industry bloom and was readying for further growth on the back of the Open
Skies agreement between Ukraine and the EU.

This landmark deal, signed in late 2021 and ratified last February just days before
the invasion, had prompted carriers like Wizz Air and Ryanair to scale up their
investment in the country with the opening of new bases and routes.

The carriers joined several young Ukrainian airline startups, such as SkyUp and Bees
Airline, as well as a projected government-sponsored carrier, Ukrainian National
Airlines, in challenging the preeminence of Ukraine International Airlines, the
market’s most prominent incumbent.

But with Ukraine now amid a war with Russia, information about the whereabouts of
the expanding commercial fleet is limited. Understandably, the airlines are reluctant
to share many details about the their aircraft locations.

However, there’s a wealth of publicly available sources, from industry databases and
flight tracking apps to planespotters’ comments on social media, that provide a
glimpse of the current status of the Ukrainian airliner fleet.

Where Ukraine’s planes that got out currently reside

Ukraine International Airlines managed to send at least 13 of its 27 aircraft abroad.
As of the end of April, nine of them (all of which were B737s and Embraers) were
located at Castellon Airport (CDT) in Spain.

At the time of writing, two other B737s were at Belgrade Nikola Tesla Airport (BEG)
and another was at Tarbes Lourdes Pyrénées Airport (LDE) at the foothills of the
Pyrenees in France.

At least two of the aircraft, including a Boeing 737-900ER, were confirmed to have
been wet-leased to airBaltic.

SkyUp, a private low-cost carrier that since its launch in 2018 grew to become the
country’s second-largest airline, managed to send abroad all but one of its fleet of 15
Boeing 737s.

Only one of SkyUp s aircraft got stranded at Kyiv’s Boryspil International Airport
(KBP). The remaining 14 were already out of the country or able to depart shortly
before the closure of the airspace to civilian traffic.


https://www.airbaltic.com/en/airbaltic-wet-leases-one-ukraine-international-airlines-aircraft

lasi International Airport (IAS) in Romania, Varna Airport (VAR) and Sofia Airport
(SOF) in Bulgaria, Sharm El Sheikh International Airport (SSH) in Egypt and
Belgrade Nikola Tesla Airport (BEG) are some of the airports where SkyUp’s aircraft
have been spotted during the last couple of months.

Four aircraft were at Tallinn Airport (TLL) in Estonia for some time, reportedly
undergoing regular maintenance.

“Altogether, we expect to utilize up to 50% of the fleet by the end of May,” a
representative of the airline told TPG.

While reluctant to confirm the fleet’s current geographical deployment, the
representative added that, as of early May, one aircraft is involved in the
transportation of humanitarian cargo, another is operating for Join UP! (a tour
operator that shares owners with the airline and has started flights out of Lithuania)
and five others are being wet-leased.

Currently, the airline is focusing its efforts on flying refugees from airports near the
Ukrainian borders to farther points in Europe and Israel. In March alone, SkyUp flew
nearly 3,000 refugees from Chisinau, Moldova, to Tel Aviv on 21 flights.

A total of 201 tons of humanitarian aid were also carried in the opposite direction.
Meanwhile, Bees Airline, a startup carrier set up by some of SkyUp’s former
managers, succeeded in getting its four B737-800s out of the country and has sent
them to Montpellier, France, at the request of the lessors.

The airline confirmed it is now in conversations with the leasing company to
reactivate at least one of the aircraft in order to fly Ukrainian citizens currently in
Poland to other countries.

Which planes remain in Ukraine?

Not all airlines managed to evacuate their fleets on time, though.

Among the carriers affected is Wizz Air, which had just announced a doubling of its
Ukraine capacity right before the war began. It had planned on basing five A321s
aircraft in Kyiv and two in Lviv in western Ukraine. The closure of the country’s
airports and airspace left four of Wizz Air’s aircraft stranded in Kyiv and Lviv.

A Wizz Air representative confirmed that aircraft were still in Ukraine as of late April.
“We will continue to look at ways to evacuate the aircraft as soon as possible,” the
representative said.

“In the meantime, the aircraft are monitored by security and satellite footage and
being inspected by engineers on the ground.”

Ukrainian carrier Windrose Airlines, a charter airline that had recently begun
scheduling domestic operations, only has one aircraft that managed to get out of
Ukraine.

After spending five weeks stranded at Lviv Danylo Halytskyi International Airport
(LWO) in western Ukraine, an area that has suffered several cruise missile attacks
despite being far from the front lines, a single ATR-72 managed to reach Poland — it
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has since relocated to Sofia, Bulgaria — in a daring escape during which the
transponders were turned off. The rest of its fleet remains in the country.

Azur Air, a Turkish-owned charter airline, has eight of its 11 aircraft stranded in
Ukraine. Some of these aircraft landed at Boryspil International Airport (KBP)
coming back from the Caribbean on the night of the 24th, barely ahead of the first
Russian strikes.

Ryanair had also been building up its presence in the Ukrainian market. As recently
as last January, the carrier was said to be considering moving up to 20 aircrafft to the
country.

What’s next for carriers previously in Ukraine?
While airlines like Ryanair have no choice but to put expansion plans in Ukraine on
pause, they are not abandoning these plans.

Ryanair’s CEO Michael O’Leary pledged the carrier would be “the first airline to
return” as soon as circumstances permit. In this particular endeavor, it will face
competition, as airBaltic’s CEO Martin Gauss made a similar pledge during a recent
conversation with TPG.

In the meantime, airBaltic announced on May 5 that it will open an overland truck
service to carry mail between Kyiv and Riga, feeding the airline’s cargo operations.

SkyUp is also making adjustments to its operations, with plans to make nine of its
aircraft (two B737-700s and seven B737-800s) available for wet-lease contracts. It is
in conversations with several airlines to place part of its staff with them on a
temporary basis, too.

Additionally, the carrier said in a recent statement that it was considering expanding
the scope of its cargo operations and had already applied to get the permits necessary
to fly supplies from places as far as China and the U.S. to Ukraine.

The average gallon of gas in the US climbs to a record high price of $4.37
Ben Winck - Business Insider
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Gas prices are displayed at a gas station in Inglewood, Calif., Thursday, March 10,
2022. Ashley Landis/AP Photo

The average US gas price rose to a record $4.374 per gallon on Tuesday, according
to AAA. State averages differ dramatically, with the average price per gallon hitting
nearly 36 in California.

The price spike has been powered by oil refiners, which are charging record
premiums as demand outstrips supply. After a brief reprieve, Americans are once
again staring down record-high prices at the pump.

The average price for a gallon of regular gasoline in the US hit an all-time high of
84.37 on Tuesday, according to AAA data. That's up from Monday's average of $4.33
and roughly $1.41 per gallon higher than levels seen one year ago.

Though the nationwide measure shows prices at fresh highs, costs still vary
dramatically from state to state. California boasts the highest average price, with
drivers paying about $5.84 per gallon for regular-grade gas. Hawaii and Nevada
also tout average prices above $5 per gallon.

Parts of the South and Midwest, however, are still enjoying much more affordable
visits to the pump. Georgia featured the lowest average on Tuesday, with a gallon of
gas costing about $3.90. Missouri and Oklahoma followed with averages of roughly
$3.93 and $3.95, respectively.

The record comes amid a new obstacle in the energy market's recovery. Gas prices
first soared in March after the US and allies announced major sanctions on Russian
energy commodities. That run-up has reversed course in recent weeks, but the decline
has done little to pull gas prices lower. The fault lies with refiners and the so-called
crack spread.

Refiners are responsible for turning crude oil into the gasoline and diesel that
consumers use to travel. The rough calculation used in the refining industry is known
as the "3-2-1 crack spread,” which refers to how a refinery can generally process
three barrels of crude into two barrels of gas and one barrel of distillate fuel such as
diesel. The spread describes the price difference between what refiners pay for crude
oil and their selling prices for finished products.

That price difference is also why gas prices are still so high despite cheaper crude.
The crack spread hit a record high of $55 per barrel last week, Bloomberg reported,
up from the $10.50 average seen from 1985 to 2021. Put simply, refiners are
struggling to keep up with demand and are charging much more for their finished
goods.

The problem, like many weighing on the US economy, is a massive imbalance
between supply and demand. Refiners are running near full capacity, meaning the
pickup in crude supply is still running into snags on its way to consumers.


https://gasprices.aaa.com/
https://markets.businessinsider.com/commodities/oil-price?type=wti
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2022-05-09/crude-hovers-at-110-a-barrel-but-the-refinery-margin-makes-us-pay-a-lot-more?sref=5dj0X2VO
https://www.businessinsider.com/biden-oil-release-lower-gas-prices-stockpile-russia-ukraine-inflation-2022-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/biden-oil-release-lower-gas-prices-stockpile-russia-ukraine-inflation-2022-3

Demand has also picked up markedly in Europe, where countries that relied heavily
on Russian oil just months ago are trying to quickly wean themselves off
Kremlin-linked crude.

Refining capacity is the new bottleneck driving gas prices higher, and with summer
set to bring stronger travel demand, the supply-demand gap is likely to worsen.

Russia is resorting to putting computer chips from dishwashers and refrigerators in
tanks due to US sanctions, official says
Bill Bostock (wbostock@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

REUTERS/Vitalii Hnidyi A destroyed Russian T-90M Proryv battle tank seen in the
Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on May 9, 2022. REUTERS/Vitalii Hnidyi

The US says Russia is putting chips from home electronics in tanks due to the effect of
sanctions. Russia's military relies heavily on technology made by the US and allies,
who have banned exports.

The US commerce secretary said Wednesday that sanctions "cripple” Russia's ability
to fix equipment.

US and NATO countries are dispatching planes filled with military equipment for
Ukraine — here are some of the weapons sent to hold back Russian tanks and aircraft
The US and other NATO countries have sent thousands of weapons to Ukraine in
recent weeks.

The shipments include anti-armor and anti-aircraft missiles which could be used
against Russian tanks and helicopters .

The weapons are being used by Ukrainian fighters to push back Russian forces.

As fighting in Ukraine enters its third week, reports this week revealed heavily-laden
military cargo jets are pouring into an airfield across the border, stacked with
weapons and military equipment to help Ukraine's forces hold back the advance of
Russian troops.


https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/planeloads-of-western-weapons-for-ukrainearrive-in-echo-of-berlin-airlift-fc9wqbh6t

Throughout the buildup to Russia's invasion of Ukraine, NATO countries, including
the US, insisted they would not send troops to the region amid concern that the
presence of their personnel on the ground would lead to a dangerous escalation of the
conflict.

That stance has continued since Moscow ordered its troops into Ukraine on the
morning of February 24. Instead, NATO nations and other countries are supplying
Ukraine's defence forces - vastly outgunned and outnumbered by Russia's military -
with weapons and equipment that Kyiv hopes will be able to help staunch Russia's
advance.

Around 17,000 anti-armor weapons have been sent to Ukraine in the last number of
weeks and are being pressed into use against Russian tanks and other hardware. As
of March 8, Ukrainian fighters had destroyed over 1,000 armored personnel carriers,
303 tanks, 120 artillery systems and 80 helicopters, The Kyiv Independent claimed.

With heavy transport aircraft continuing to deliver consignments of equipment critical
for Ukraine's defense, we take a look at some of the weapons being sent to Ukraine as
it tries to hold back Russia's advances.

Russia is having to use computer chips intended for home appliances to repair its
military hardware due to the impact of US sanctions, according to a US official.

"We have reports from Ukrainians that when they find Russian military equipment on
the ground, it's filled with semiconductors that they took out of dishwashers and
refrigerators,” commerce secretary Gina Raimondo told the Senate Committee on
Appropriations on Wednesday.

Raimondo recently met with Ukrainian officials who told her that they found parts
from refrigerators and commercial and industrial machines when searching captured
or abandoned Russian tanks, The Washington Post reported.

Raimondo told the committee that exports of US technology to Russia have fallen by
Just under 70% as a result of sanctions, the first of which were imposed in late
February.

Russia's military hardware has long relied on technology made by the US or its allies,
but US tech companies are now forbidden from exporting their products to Russia.
"Our approach was to deny Russia technology — technology that would cripple their
ability to continue a military operation. And that is exactly what we are doing,"
Raimondo told the committee.

The White House said Sunday that US sanctions are stymieing Russian attempts to
repair equipment.

"Russia is struggling to replenish its military weapons and equipment. Russia's two
major tank plants — Uralvagonzavod Corporation and Chelyabinsk Tractor Plant —
have halted work due to lack of foreign components,” it said.

Ukrainian forces have shared abundant evidence that Russia is struggling to equip its
forces adequately.
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Last month, Ukrainian troops paraded what they said was a Russian drone that had
been covered in duct tape and fitted with a generic plastic bottle top for a fuel cap.
In March, Ukrainian troops found what appeared to be Russian army

bandages dating to 1978 discarded on a battlefield.

Speaking on Monday, the UK's defense secretary, Ben Wallace, said that wrecked
Russian fighter jets were being found by Ukraine with rudimentary GPS receivers
"taped to the dashboards” because their inbuilt navigation systems are so bad.

The Navy's Independence Class Littoral Combat Ships Are Cracking
Emma Helfrich - The Drive

The Drive

The U.S. Navy is restricting the operational capacity of the Independence class USS
Omaha (LCS-12) Littoral Combat Ship, or LCS, following the detection of structural
damage. At least six ships have been impacted by this issue, which has been
determined to be a design defect, although it is unclear if the others are facing similar
restrictions.

In a recent report published by Military Times’ Senior Reporter, Geoff Ziezulewicz, it
was announced that the U.S. Navy’s fleet of LCSs is facing the latest in a long line of
issues affecting their performance. In previously undisclosed documentation obtained
by Ziezulewicz from the Navy, it was discovered that nearly half of the 13 ships
Independence class ships currently in service have developed cracks in their hulls
over the past few years.

The cracks in question are caused by a design flaw in “higher-stress areas of the
[ship’s] structure.” Although the Navy maintains that the flaw “does not pose a risk
to the safety of Sailors onboard the ships,” the shipbuilder, Austal USA, has
introduced a “revised configuration” on all Independence class LCSs currently
'under warranty.’
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Alan Baribeau, Naval Sea Systems Command spokesman, stated that “analysis of the
bow structure with the combined vertical and lateral loads did not identify any hot
spots below the waterline, and this specific detail does not occur below the
waterline.”

The Independence class ships affected will require replacement of their “deck plate
and shell plate with thicker material, among other actions,” either by Austal or the
Navy.

The added weight of a thicker material could present its own set of problems,
potentially slowing the fleet down even further despite the multitude of design
trade-offs originally intended to ensure high speed.

The Drive In this Jan. 3, 2018, photo released by the U.S. Navy, a Naval Station
vessel, right, prepares to assist the future USS Omaha (LCS 12), a 218-foot-long
littoral combat ship, pier side during a brief fuel stop in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The
Omaha was conducting a change of homeport to San Diego, Calif.

Baribeau also highlighted the frequency by which cracks would appear within the
hulls of Independence class LCSs. These were first noticed in “higher-stress” areas of
the USS Coronado in 2019, with at least an additional five LCSs of this type suffering
similar impairment.

Littoral combat ship USS Coronado (LCS-4) returns to Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam after experiencing an engineering casualty while transiting to the
Western Pacific.

The impact of the cracks was so great that the Navy issued a temporary standing
order on Omaha. The ship is no longer allowed to travel at speeds above 15 knots, or
17 mph. For a ship that is designed for high-speed, including sprint speeds of over 50
mph, that is a massive restriction.



Omaha is currently the only ship confirmed to be operating under these restrictions,
but when asked if the others had similar restrictions, the Navy would not confirm or
deny it, simply stating:

"All Independence variant ships have been inspected and are able to meet their
operational requirements.”

The order also states that Omaha cannot operate in “sea state 4,” meaning in waters
with a maximum wave height of 8.2 feet. Omaha’s temporary order suggested the
cracking may have been caused by “under-designed structural defects” at ship
frames 36 and 45, although this remains unconfirmed by the Navy.

The Drive The Navy's Independence Class Littoral Combat Ships Are Cracking

The Navy's LCS fleets, which include examples of two distinct designs, the
Independence class and the Freedom class, have been plagued by multiple design
problems since their conception. Issues have been cutting across both classes, with

Freedom's recent obstacle being its faulty combining gear.

The vessels themselves were designed to fulfill the Navy’s need for fast and small
surface combatants tailored to operate in littoral regions in the 1990s, while
projecting power through their extreme deployability.
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The Drive The Navy's Independence Class Littoral Combat Ships Are Cracking
The littoral combat ships USS Independence (LCS-2), left, and USS Coronado (LCS-4)
are underway in the Pacific Ocean.

Conceived with the ability to fulfill a multitude of roles, including neutralizing small
boats, quiet diesel-electric submarines, and locating mine threats, LCSs were meant
to be true multi-role platforms. The ability to rapidly switch out mission packages to
change the central role of each ship was at the core of the LCS.

As of late, LCSs have had trouble deploying in significant numbers at all, and the
mission package concept has been totally abandoned. Each ship now set to get a
single mission package installed permanently, most of which are still not available.
One module, the anti-submarine warfare type, has been eliminated from the program
entirely.

The future USS Freedom, the first ship in the Navy's new Littoral Combat Ship class,
seen underway on July 28, 2008. U.S. Navy

Unlike the Freedom class of LCS, which features a steel Double Chine Advanced
Semi-Planing Monohull, the Independence class ships have an aluminum hull and
trimaran design. The choice of aluminum was clearly meant to increase the
Independence-class’ maneuverability and speed, and it's also related to the type's
genesis as a high-speed ferry design.

But this could potentially make it more vulnerable to damage, as well as structural
fatigue and corrosion. This has long been a hotly debated facet of the Independence
class program.
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The Drive The Navy's Independence Class Littoral Combat Ships Are Cracking

As The War Zone published back in 2016, the USS Montgomery (LCS-8) experienced
fracturing in its aluminum exterior twice in a span of one month during that year. The
first incident occurred October 4, 2016, after the ship collided with a tug boat while
evading Hurricane Matthew, and the second took place October 29, 2016, after
coming into contact with a concrete wall while passing through the Panama Canal.

While instances of hull fracturing have previously been associated with Independence
class LCSs, the structural nature of this design flaw is surprising. The Navy is already
planning on decommissioning all of the Freedom class variants currently operational
despite having only been in service for a very short period of time.

Aside from the first two examples, which were used as training ships and in an older
configuration than the rest of the fleet, the Independence class has so far been seen in
a bit better light, but this chronic cracking issue, even for very young hulls, will surely
weigh it down, as well.

The bottom line is that the Independence class LCSs have not delivered on their
intended promises no matter how you spin it. They have yet to be deployed in some
major areas where their capabilities could be best utilized, such as the Middle East,
as The War Zone previously noted.

The Freedom class USS Sioux City only just recently became the first LCS of either
type to deploy to European waters and is reportedly set to head to the Middle
East after conducting operations there.

If this design issue on the Independence class ends up forcing more extended
maintenance intervals and operational restrictions that negate the ship's very reason
for being, it could prompt a situation broadly similar to the one facing the Freedom
class now.


https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/5812/littoral-combat-ship-uss-montgomery-had-another-hull-cracking-collision
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/5812/littoral-combat-ship-uss-montgomery-had-another-hull-cracking-collision
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/44811/littoral-disaster-navy-wants-to-retire-10-littoral-combat-ships-according-to-report
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/a-littoral-combat-ship-has-finally-deployed-to-europe
https://news.usni.org/2022/05/06/littoral-combat-ship-uss-sioux-city-headed-to-middle-east-after-european-tour
https://news.usni.org/2022/05/06/littoral-combat-ship-uss-sioux-city-headed-to-middle-east-after-european-tour

With an actual frigate waiting in the wings in the form of the Constellation class, and
competing priorities for manpower and funds — these ships which were supposed to
be cheap to operate cost nearly as much to do so as an Arleigh Burke class destroyer
— it wouldn't be all that surprising if a portion of the Independence class fleet gets
decapitated like the Freedom class in future Navy budgets.

The Drive The USS Montgomery, one of the ships that will participate in Association
of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN-U.S. Maritime Exercise is docked in Sattahip,
Thailand, Monday, Sep. 2, 2019. (AP Photo/Gemunu Amarasinghe)

Contact the author: Emma@thewarzone.com

US-based nonprofit group rescues American and family held by Russians in

Ukraine
Mike Brest - Washington Examiner

AU.S.-based nonprofit organization that successfully launched rescue operations in
Afghanistan saved an American and his Ukrainian family who had been held by

Russian forces, the group said.

Washington Examiner US-based nonprofit group rescues American and family held
by Russians in Ukraine
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Project Dynamo announced Tuesday it had successfully rescued Michigan native
Kirillo Alexandrov and his family. He was living with his Ukrainian wife and
mother-in-law in a town near Kherson when Russian forces invaded and arrested him

for being a spy.

“In late March, while Alexandrov was attempting to evacuate with his family, Russian
forces arrested him and fabricated nearly a dozen criminal charges against him
centered on espionage and other charges related to allegedly spying for the U.S.
government,” Project Dynamo explained in a statement.

“Since then, Russian forces have interrogated and detained Alexandrov as a hostage
for more than a month, with the intention of sending him to Moscow.”

The Russian military had deported roughly half a million people from Ukraine to
Russia, according to an Organization for Security and Co-operation in

Europe report from mid-April that found the Russian military had engaged in
"patterns” of behavior amounting to violations of international law.

Alexandrov’s mother contracted the group, which then informed the U.S. government.

He was being held more than 60 miles behind the front lines when Project Dynamo
launched “a ground option through the highly-dangerous and fragile contested areas
between Ukrainian and Russian checkpoints operating in Russian controlled Kherson
Oblast,” the group said.

“We’ve had more than a dozen team members from Project DYNAMO spread out
across Poland, Ukraine, Romania, and the U.S. developing an array of plans from
airborne operations in Russia to maritime extraction options within Ukraine,” Bryan
Stern, co-founder of Project Dynamo and a combat veteran of the U.S. Army and
Navy who led the rescue mission, said in a statement.

“Nothing was off the table, and countless hours were spent navigating the murky
world of international security services and diplomacy between two countries at war,
all with a young American in the middle,” he added.

"We knew we had to do everything possible to get him out of captivity before he was
illegally moved to Moscow. The bottom line is that our team stepped up, we got
creative, and we never gave up on this young American or his family. This is a win for
this family and America and a strong reminder to Russia that we will not leave our
people behind.”

Project Dynamo has rescued more than 600 people in over 50 missions in Ukraine.
"We are aware of these reports,” a spokesperson for the State Department told
the Washington Examiner.

"Due to privacy considerations, we have no further comment.” However, a senior
defense official told reporters Tuesday that the "short answer to that one is no. We
don't have anything on that.”
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A Canadian-donated weapon might have destroyed a cutting-edge Russian tank in
Ukraine
Tristin Hopper - National Post

As Ukrainian forces celebrated their destruction of Russia’s most cutting-edge battle
tank, there’s a tiny chance that they did it with Canadian-donated weaponry.

National Post A screengrab from an official video released by the Ukrainian Ministry
of Defence reportedly showing their forces destroying a T-90M, a cutting-edge tank
generally seen as the deadliest in Russia's arsenal.

The hit was allegedly scored with a Carl Gustav anti-tank rifle, which means that
there's a tiny chance that a Canadian-donated weapon caused the destruction above.

Drone footage released this week by the Ukrainian Ministry of Defence purports to
show their forces destroying a Russian T-90M tank in the country’s northeast.

While the Russo-Ukrainian War has seen several hundred Russian tanks knocked out
of action by Ukrainian forces, the vast majority of those have been outdated Cold
War-era machines.

The T-90M is different, it first entered service only after the fall of the Soviet Union,
and is generally regarded as the most advanced tank in the arsenal of the Russian
Federation. Ukraine has only claimed to have destroyed one other T-90 thus far.



Ukraine’s ambush on the tank was notable in that it wasn’t performed with guided
munitions. Ever since Russia began its full-scale invasion of Ukrainian on Feb. 24,
the conflict has been heavily defined by Ukraine’s strong reliance on soldier-carried
“fire-and-forget” anti-tank missiles.

The most famous of these is the U.S.-made FGM-148 Javelin missile. The Javelin
guides itself to a target using onboard computers, and is particularly deadly due to
the fact that it’s designed to slam into enemy tanks from above, where their Armour is
thinnest.

But Ukrainian forces have maintained that the T-90’s fate was sealed by a soldier
carrying a simple grenade launcher, a weapon whose technology has remained
relatively unchanged since the Second World War.

In an official statement , Ukraine’s Ministry of Defence credited the kill to a round
from a Carl Gustaf recoilless rifle, a bazooka-like weapon that fires a
rocket-propelled shell. Due to the difficulty in aiming the weapon, it typically has to
be fired from incredibly close range.

However, Ukrainian forces may have intentionally opted for the more simplistic Carl
Gustaf due to the fact that the T-90 is specially equipped with counter-measures
designed to confuse an incoming Javelin .

The tank is able to jam the missile’s infrared sensors and obscure its profile with
smoke grenades,; both measures that would have been useless against the “dumb”
Carl Gustaf shell, which simply travels in a straight line until it hits something.

The Carl Gustaf is made in Sweden by the same company that used to manufacture
Saab automobiles. It’s why Ukraine noted the T-90’s destruction alongside a public
thank you to “the Swedish people and the King.”


https://www.19fortyfive.com/2021/12/russias-t-90-tank-vs-javelin-missiles-who-wins/

While Sweden did indeed send several thousand anti-tank weapons into Ukraine in
the first weeks of the conflict, Carl Gustaf rifles were also among the arms shipments
sent by other nations, including Canada.

Cpl Hugo Montpetit/Department of Defence Two Canadian soldiers fire a Carl
Gustaf during an exercise in March, 2021.

Just four days after the Russian invasion, Canada announced its intention to send 100
Carl Gustaf recoilless rifles to Ukraine, along with 2,000 rounds of grenade
ammunition.

On April 22, Canada announced that among a shipment of M777 howitzers to
Ukraine, they would also be tossing in a few extra Carl Gustafs.

Canada is not special in having Carl Gustafs in its armories; as one of the world’s
cheapest ways to blow up an enemy tank, it’s in use by more than 40 militaries
worldwide

Commander In Ukraine Wants Quiet Electric Bikes For His Sniper Teams
Howard Altman - The Drive


https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/campaigns/canadian-military-support-to-ukraine.html
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The Atom Military electric motorbike is small, light, fast and, perhaps just as
importantly, whisper-quiet. And Mamuka Mamulashvili, commander of the Georgian
Legion, wants them for his sniper teams.

“We have to go and leave fast,” Mamulashvili told The War Zone Wednesday
morning. “So we need electro bikes.”

Mamulashvili said he needs a fast, quiet vehicle to get sniper teams to a location
where they can fire off shots for about five to 10 minutes, then quickly get out before
the Russians rain artillery down on their position.

Ukrainian troops and their Georgian Legion allies want small, fast electric
motorbikes to fight Russians. (ELEEK photo). Ukrainian forces too hope this
unassuming, homegrown vehicle will help it continue to defend against Russian
invaders.

Built by a company called ELEEK in Ternopil, the Atom Military has a top speed of
90 kph, can travel up to 150 km on one five-hour charge and can carry up to 150 kg,
according to the company. They have a motorcycle suspension, brakes and wheels
“which allow them to be durable on the off-road.”

They even come with an optional USB for charging gadgets and a 220V socket so that
additional heavy, bulky batteries aren’t needed.

“They have already managed to visit the hot spots, helping their owners successfully
perform their tasks,” the company says on its Facebook page.

The ELEEK Atom Military electronic motorbike is designed to give Ukrainian forces
a light, fast vehicle to fight Russians. (ELEEK photo). While the company doesn’t
specify what those tasks are, a Ukrainian businessman trying to raise funds to field
them says they have a wide range of uses.


https://eleek.com.ua/en/
https://www.facebook.com/eleekbikes/posts/1439006546546312
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Thanks to their speed, size and relatively low heat signature, the Atom Military
motorbikes are used for reconnaissance missions, among several other tasks.
“The enemy cannot hear you even at close range,” said Vanda, chief marketing

officer at Sunoco Trading and Ryder Ukraine.

They also increase communications in areas where Russians use electronic warfare to
jam signals — messengers on bikes is a long-proven form of battlefield courier
correspondence.

They also offer the ability to transport small cargo and provide quick medical relief to
the wounded via traveling medics.

Eventually, said Vanda, they can be placed on inflatable boats and moved around
thanks to their size and weight.
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The Atom Military is also “almost invisible to enemy drones, ” said Vanda, although
that claim is certainly debatable. And, because it has an electric engine, is less
susceptible to Russian thermal imaging systems, he said.

“This equipment is used by our military in eastern Ukraine,” he said, declining to
offer further specifics out of operational security concerns.

The use of small, fast vehicles for quick hits against an enemy is not a new concept.
Ukraine is already using all-terrain vehicles equipped with Stugna-P anti-tank guided
missile (ATGM) systems mounted on their roofs for quick strikes against Russian
armor. You can read our full report on that here.

Two-wheeled military vehicles are as old as the bicycle. Electronic versions, for all
the reasons expressed by Mamulashvili and Vanda, are also being eyed by U.S.
special operations forces.

Back in 2014, DARPA was commissioned to develop a new stealth motorcycle for the
military. There was a need for a motorcycle with no engine noise allowing the rider to
maintain the element of surprise over an enemy.

They would also need to have a longer range than fuel-powered motorcycles, but
more versatile than an electric bike. Two prototypes were on display at the 2016
Special Operations Forces Industry Conference.

Another company, Zero Motorcycles, showcased the ZeroMMX, an even quieter bike,
at the 2018 SOFIC conference, Army Times reported.


https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/45084/the-use-of-anti-tank-guided-missiles-against-helicopters-didnt-start-in-ukraine
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https://www.zeromotorcycles.com/fleet/military/
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Due to new battery technology and the maturity of electric vehicles, electric
motorcycles are now a mainstream product. As a result, the U.S. military and others
are now actively exploring this capability on many fronts.

So far, the Atom Military motorbikes are just beginning to be fielded in Ukraine. It's
unclear how many have been provided to Ukrainian forces so far. We reached out to
ELEEK but have not heard back.

The ELEEK Atom Military electronic motorbike is specially designed for Ukraine's
military. (ELEEK photo)
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Vanda has helped purchase one for a unit he’s known for years, a modified version,
called the ELEEK Courier.

"It was cheaper for us, and the manufacturer agreed to upgrade it with a more
powerful battery and a motorcycle seat," he said. But a big drawback for wider
fielding is the expense, said Vanda.

The motorbikes cost about $4,200 a piece.

“There is a need for them,” Vanda said. “But it is extremely difficult to find money
for them in Ukraine, as people are already financially exhausted because of the war,
many have lost their jobs and livelihoods, and many have lost their homes and
apartments.”’

The Georgian Legion said it too cannot afford the bikes. Vanda is hoping to raise
enough money to purchase several more Atom Military motorbikes.

“Very often, the ability to move quickly and in complete silence in a war zone plays
almost a decisive role in successful military maneuvers,” he said.

“Intelligence activities provide information about movements and possible enemy
attacks, and what is more important, they can save lives.”

'We don't matter’: Fuming at Kyiv under Russian bombs
AFP
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Yasuyoshi CHIBA

The pudgy Ukrainian policeman taking pasta and bread to villagers trapped under
bombs on the eastern front sometimes feels like he is entering enemy territory.

Yasuyoshi CHIBA The war is being waged across regions who economies were
already straining under the weight of an eight-year insurgency

Viadyslav Kopatskiy pulls the groceries from the back of his car and casts a quick
glance at the horizon for signs of smoke from incoming Russian shells.



Yasuyoshi CHIBA Villagers across the war zone spend much of their time in
basements trying to avoid being hit by shrapnel and cluster munitions.

He then enters homes where his humanitarian mission is often greeted with
misgivings -- or worse.

Many residents of this front-line village of Novomykolaivka and other areas of
Ukraine's war-torn east are believed to back the Russians.

And others who were brought up with Soviet propaganda -- often older people --
simply have a deeply-engrained mistrust of any Ukrainian in authority, which can be
particularly dangerous in places near the front.

The 24-year-old lists cases of locals arrested on suspicion of giving away coordinates
of Ukrainian missile systems and rear bases that then come under Russian attack.

"Unfortunately, this happens,” he said after coming out of a hut where a family has
spent the past three days hiding in a makeshift cellar from Russian shellfire and
bombing raids.

"We try to talk to them, explain things to them, but people who have a Soviet
upbringing are not easy to convince. They have one point of view and they stick to it.”

That view -- instilled through Kremlin propaganda that portrays Ukrainians as
neo-Nazis who take orders from Washington -- makes Kopatskiy into a potential
target in such front-line villages.



Yasuyoshi CHIBA Andriy Oleynik was forced to return home after spending all his
savings taking his family to a town that soon also came under attack.

- '"They give us away’ -

Soldiers who come in closest contact with Ukrainians still clinging onto their homes
in the war zone estimate that between 30 and 45 percent support the invading
Russians.

Yasuyoshi CHIBA Ukrainian police who brave the shelling to distribute food to those
trapped in the war zone often find only lukewarm support

"They give the Russians our coordinates. That is certain,” a soldier who uses the nom
de guerre Zastava said during a brief break from five days of hard battle at the front.



Yasuyoshi CHIBA Soldiers say up to half the villagers still living in the war zone
support the invading Russians.

"I remember one old man came to check us out and then we were immediately hit,” he
told AFP. Fortunately everyone survived.

""The older ones -- they do not want to support us."

The Donbas war zone is heavily populated by Russian speakers who can trace their
roots back to families sent in by the Kremlin to dilute Ukraine's nationalist strains
after World War 11.

They live side-by-side with Ukrainian speakers with older ties to the region -- and a
longer memory of Kremlin repressions dating back to the times of Joseph Stalin.
"We have villages next to each other where one supports the Ukrainians and one
supports the Russians,” Zastava said.

- 'l blame both governments’ -
But Novomykolaivka native Andriy Oleynik has little patience for history lessons or
debates about Ukraine's linguistic divide.

The wheelchair-bound 48-year-old has spent the past week listening in the dark to
screaming war planes and bursting shells scattering shrapnel across surrounding
farms.

His shed was destroyed and his level of anger at both Moscow and Kyiv for failing to
negotiate a truce has ratcheted up another notch.

The air in his wooden house feels heavy because all the windows have been shuttered
for weeks to limit the dangers posed by exploding glass.

"The Russians have now pulled back from Kyiv so to the people there the war feels
like it is over,” Oleynik fumed.



"If the people in Kyiv were still experiencing what we are experiencing here,
everything would be different. I blame both governments, both sides. We don't matter
to them.”

- 'Returning to hell’ -

Part of the anger at Kyiv stems from the trapped families' financial destitution.
Ukraine has remained one of Europe's poorest countries throughout its post-Soviet
existence.

And the war is now being fought across regions whose fragile economies were
devastated by a Russian-backed insurgency that followed Ukraine's 2014 pro-EU
revolt.

Oleynik and his wife Yelena tried to move with their son to a nearby town after
pooling all their savings and buying the neighbor's beaten-up car.

But that town was hit by a wave a missile strikes four days after their arrival.
"So we came back,” Yelena said. "After all, home is home.”

A fuel shortage crisis further limits mobility. The few petrol stations still operating in
the war zone limit sales to 10 or 20 litres per car.

"So where can we go? We filled the car with fuel, maybe 20 litres. That gives us a
radius of 100-150 kilometers (60-90 miles). But everywhere in that radius, there is
war,” Oleynik said.

One policeman watching stone-faced families return with their belongings to towns
booming with the thuds of shellfire could barely hold back his tears.

"They are going back into this hell because they have nowhere else to go,” he said, on
condition his name not be used for personal security reasons.

"[ tell them not to go back in and they say they have nowhere else to go. They say if it
kills them, it kills them.”

Russian Ka 52 Choppers Reportedly Destroy Ukrainian Munitions and Tanks
Lee Bullen - Zenger News
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Russian released video Wednesday of its Ka-52 'Alligator’ helicopters taking to the
sky and reportedly destroying Ukrainian ammo depots and armored vehicles.

The Russian Ministry of Defence (MoD) said pilots of the Ka-52 Alligator
reconnaissance and attack helicopters destroyed Ukrainian ammunition depots and
armored vehicles in an unspecified region of Ukraine.

The combat helicopter is capable of stealthily "sneaking up” on a target outside the
range of enemy air defense systems, destroying it, and quickly avoiding possible
return fire at maximum speed.

The "Alligator” can attack and defend, providing cover for military columns on the
ground and reliable rear support for transport helicopters in the air.

Crew commander Boris said: "We carried out operations to destroy enemy
strongholds. We carried out a flight and worked in two pairs, hitting the targets and
returning to base.

"Everyone is alive and well. In these conditions, the helicopter is proven to be
effective. It allowed us to emerge in front of the forest without alerting the enemy.”

Russian engineer Andrey said: "We are providing special attention to ensure that all
helicopters are in full working order.

"After refueling and carrying out an external pre-flight inspection, we then rearm
them.”

Russian troops invaded Ukraine on February 24 in what the Kremlin is calling a
"special military operation.” Wednesday marks the 77th day of the campaign.

From February 24 to May 11, the total combat losses of Russian troops stand at
around 26,350 personnel, according to the General Staff of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine.



The Ukrainian military also claims that Russia has lost 1,187 tanks, 2,856 armored
fighting vehicles, 528 artillery systems, 185 multiple launch rocket systems, 87
anti-aircraft systems, 199 warplanes, 160 helicopters, 1,997 motor vehicles and fuel
tankers, 12 vessels, 390 unmanned aerial vehicles, 41 units of special equipment and
94 cruise missiles.

The latest statistics come as the U.S. House of Representatives agreed to

President Joe Biden's request for extra cash for Ukraine. He said that without the 340
billion aid package, the fund would run dry, and it was approved Tuesday to help
Ukraine fight back against Russia in what is nearly a 3-month-old invasion.

Legislators approved the Ukraine bill by 368 votes to 57 and the cash will be used to
give military and economic assistance, as well as funding the work of regional allies.
The bill now heads to the Senate which is expected to also quickly react before the
existing money runs out later this month.

This week, Russian President Viadimir Putin addressed a huge military parade on
Red Square in Moscow to commemorate the defeat of Nazi Germany at the hands of
the Soviet Union in World War I1.

Putin used his speech to claim that Russian troops in eastern Ukraine were
"defending the motherland.” He also said that the "special military operation” in
Ukraine was necessary and was provoked by the West.

President Volodymyr Zelensky has warned that the Russian blockade of Ukraine's
Black Sea ports threatens global food supplies.
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