The latest News Around Us in May #2
3 warning signs that the US economy could be headed for a downturn this year
Ben Winck - Business Insider

Prices for energy, food, cars, and household supplies are going up do to record-high
inflation in the US. Marta Lavandier/AP
The US is charging toward a full economic recovery, but there are still some flashing
warning signs. Supply-chain issues, the labor shortage, and inflation all present
major risks to the rebound.
Here's how each of these risks could derail the recovery and even spark a new
downturn. The US economy is still squarely in recovery mode, but there are some
seriously big bumps in the path forward.
While the jobs rebound is nearly complete, spending sits at record highs, and worker
pay is still climbing at a stronger-than-usual pace, there is one weak spot:
Thursday's disappointing first-quarter GDP decline. However, the scary headline
number was also largely powered by temporary factors, like a dip in demand for US
exports and a slowdown in businesses restocking their inventory.
Economists generally expect a return to growth through 2022 — but three risks are
flashing signs that the recovery could be derailed.
The global supply chain is still badly tangled
It's still difficult to get stuff shipped around the world — and a lot of it is still thanks
to Covid-19. If supply chains aren't fixed, it could leave the economy growing at a
slower rate for the foreseeable future because consumers and businesses simply won't
be able to buy as much.
The logistics issues first emerged in the middle of 2021 when the Delta wave led to
new factory closures throughout China. That powered shortages of key components
like semiconductors, and the entire supply chain quickly got backed up as more
countries faced increased infections and re-instituted partial lockdowns. Shipping
delays, widespread shortages, and higher prices ensued.

The Omicron variant extended the tangle, and rising virus cases in China threaten to
repeat the cycle all over again. Lockdown measures have already been revived in
Shanghai and Shenzen, the latter of which serves as one of the world's biggest
manufacturing hubs.
Intensifying supply chain woes would leave the US to contend with greater inflation
pressures and another round of product shortages. Americans could rein in their
spending amid even higher prices, and the lack of activity would endanger businesses
still recovering. In the worst-case scenario, spending would contract so much that the
entire economy enters a new recession.
It's no wonder, then, that the events of the past year have countries mulling a shift
away from globalization. Businesses are so desperate to hire that they could raise
wages so much they exacerbate inflation
The labor market's recovery has been three times faster than that seen after the Great
Recession, but it's coming up against some snags.
Chief among them is the sluggish improvement in labor force participation. The
measure tracks the proportion of Americans either working or looking for work. The
slow rebound set the foundation for the labor shortage, as last year's reopening saw
businesses try to rehire from a considerably smaller worker pool. The months since
have seen payrolls rocket higher, but participation remains well below pre-crisis
levels.
The extreme tightness in the labor market helped workers win above-average raises
and new bargaining power, but now it's posing some issues. The gap between job
openings and available workers is now at "an unhealthy level,” Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell said in March. If participation remains weak and
consumer demand stays elevated, businesses will continue to drive wages higher and,
in turn, boost inflation.
"More labor force participation is tremendously welcome,” Powell added.
"It will, we think, help relieve some of the wage pressures that do put inflation at
risk."
Prices are still soaring
While several trends could throw the recovery off-kilter, they all come down to
inflation. Price growth has quickly replaced the coronavirus as the biggest obstacle
toward a full recovery, and it poses the biggest risk of sparking a new recession.
Prices for everyday goods and services climbed 8.5% in the year through March,
marking the fastest pace since 1981. A bevy of factors, including the aforementioned
supply-chain and labor shortage pressures, could speed the pace further still. Russia's
invasion of Ukraine could also worsen the problem, as it's already boosted prices for
key commodities including oil, wheat, fertilizer, and nickel.
Even efforts to cool inflation threaten to drag the US into a downturn. The Fed raised
interest rates in March in hopes that higher rates will ease demand and pull inflation
to healthier levels without harming employment. The central bank is likely to move

more aggressively in the months ahead, with Powell hinting earlier in April that a
double-sized rate hike is "on the table" for the Fed's May meeting.
But critics fear the plan will backfire. Raising interest rates too quickly can weaken
demand so much that businesses stop hiring. In the fight to cool inflation, the Fed
could spark an entirely new crisis.
The central bank is already playing catch-up with inflation and economic harm is
now "virtually inevitable," Bill Dudley, a Bloomberg opinion columnist and former
president of the New York Fed, said in a March 29 column.
Deutsche Bank economists were even blunter. The team sees the Fed's rate hikes
inducing a recession by the end of 2023, according to a Tuesday note.
"The risks to this outlook seem clearly skewed to the downside — for a more severe
recession,” economists led by David Folkerts-Landau said.
To be sure, some signs suggest inflation has already peaked. Data out Friday showed
core personal consumption expenditures — the Fed's go-to inflation measure —
rising 5.2% in the year through March, slowing from the prior month's 5.4% pace.
But even if price growth is already starting to cool, it has a long way to go before
reaching sustainable levels. Until then, the warning signs flashing throughout the
economy could undo much of the recovery progress seen over the past two years.

More than a quarter of Russia's army in Ukraine now 'combat ineffective,' UK
says.
Russia estimated to have assembled around 150,000 troops prior to Ukraine
invasion
Greg Norman - Fox News
More than a quarter of troops that Russia sent to fight in Ukraine are now believed to
be "combat ineffective,” the United Kingdom announced Monday.
The startling statistic comes as Russia’s bloody invasion of Ukraine is in its 68th day.
Prior to the assault from Vladimir Putin’s army, it was estimated that Moscow
assembled around 150,000 soldiers to participate in the war.
"At the start of the conflict, Russia committed over 120 battalion tactical groups,
approximately 65 percent of its entire ground combat strength,” the U.K. Ministry of
Defence said in a tweet. "It is likely that more than a quarter of these units have now
been rendered combat ineffective.”

A Russian military convoy stands on the road toward the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Station in southeastern Ukraine on Sunday, May 1. (AP)
"Some of Russia’s most elite units, including the VDV Airborne Forces, have suffered
the highest levels of attrition," the Ministry also said. "It will probably take years for
Russia to reconstitute these forces."
Combat ineffectiveness is the ability for a military unit to carry out its assigned duties,
and is impacted by troop and equipment losses, according to the Associated Press.

A destroyed tank and a damaged apartment building from heavy fighting are seen in
an area controlled by Russian-backed separatist forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, on
Tuesday, April 26. (AP/Alexei Alexandrov)
As of Monday, Ukraine’s military claims that Russia has lost nearly 24,000 soldiers,
more than 1,000 tanks, and around 500 artillery systems so far in the war.
The figures could not be independently verified.

A Russian self-propelled artillery vehicle and military vehicles roll along Tverskaya
street toward Red Square during a rehearsal for the Victory Day military parade in
Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, April 28. (AP)
Of those troops still fighting, they are continuing to "conduct full-scale armed
aggression against Ukraine and offensive operations” in the eastern part of the
country, the military added.
"The threat of missile strikes on military and civilian infrastructure from the territory
of the Republic of Belarus by the Russian enemy remains," it also said.

Sensing a Stalled Russia, West Adds Support and Arms for Ukraine
Michael Schwirtz & Jason Horowitz - New York Times
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ZAPORIZHZHIA, Ukraine — President Biden spoke in an Alabama factory that built
the Javelin missiles Ukrainian soldiers used against Russian tanks.

On Tuesday, the leaders of the West sought to capitalize on Russia’s apparent lack of
battlefield momentum to show Ukraine support and strengthen its resolve — and its
arsenal.
“You have exploded the myth of Putin’s invincibility and you have written one of the
most glorious chapters in military history and in the life of your country,” Mr.
Johnson told President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and the country’s lawmakers
in a video address, the first by a foreign leader to Ukraine’s Parliament.

Reuters Prime Minister Boris Johnson of Britain addressing Ukrainian lawmakers via
videolink, in Kyiv, on Tuesday.
He announced that Britain would provide a roughly $375 million package of
additional weapons to Ukraine, including electronic warfare gear, a radar system
and GPS-jamming equipment. And he compared Ukraine’s defense to Britain’s
resistance to the Nazi onslaught in World War II. “This is Ukraine’s finest hour,” he
said.

Lynsey Addario for The New York Times Anna, 29, and her 18-month-old son, Ivan,
who spent 57 days sheltering in the bunkers underneath the Azovstal steel plant in

Mariupol, arrived in Zaporizhzhia on Tuesday with about 130 other evacuees from
the plant.
That display of determination, whether choreographed or coincidental, came as the
European Union, often splintered by political and ideological faults, moved toward a
united embargo against Russian oil, as the Pentagon described Russia’s offensive in
eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region as “anemic” and “plodding,” and as British
intelligence experts issued damning new assessments of Russian military capabilities.
Still, for Ukrainian civilians, Russian firepower seemed all too effective.
In the ruined city of Mariupol, Russian troops renewed shelling of the battered
Azovstal steel plant and the 200 civilians still ensconced there, even as about 130
evacuees arrived to relative safety in Zaporizhzhia about 140 miles west and spoke in
horror about two months in the bunkers under perpetual fire.
Russian missiles struck power substations in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv,
knocking out some electricity, the mayor, Andriy Sadovyi, reported on Twitter. At
least nine people were killed by Russian strikes in the eastern region of Donetsk,
including three civilians fetching water, according to its governor, Pavlo Kyrylenko.

Finbarr O'Reilly for The New York Times Traffic on an overpass after Russian
missiles struck power substations in the western city of Lviv on Tuesday, knocking out
electricity to parts of the city.
Mr. Biden spoke in Alabama about how the “United States alone has committed more
than 5,500 Javelins to Ukraine,” and how the Lockheed Martin missile factory
workers were empowering Ukrainians to defend themselves in a battle “between
autocracy and democracy.”
But for all that talk, the war, now in its third month, increasingly felt like a protracted
struggle.

Daniel Berehulak for The New York Times A Ukrainian soldier assigned to a
de-mining team working to detonate unexploded ordnance collected from a Russian
munitions storage area found in a village northwest of Kyiv.
U. S. officials warned that Russia had plans to annex the separatist territories of
Donetsk and Luhansk in the east, and the Kherson region in the south. The Russians
would likely use “sham” elections to claim control, said Michael Carpenter, the
American ambassador to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe.
Some analysts wondered why Russia had not targeted Ukrainian railways and other
infrastructure to stop Western weapons from reaching the front, or bombed the
symbols of Ukraine’s institutions or hit the West with cyberattacks. The reason could
simply be incompetence.
But Mr. Putin, far from chastened, might soon upgrade what he has called the
“special military operation” in Ukraine to a war, providing a justification to expand
the fight and use military conscripts.

David Guttenfelder for The New York Times A man carrying water bottles on Tuesday
in Irpin, Ukraine.

The West, Mr. Putin said Tuesday in his call with Mr. Macron, should stop supplying
weapons to Ukraine, as they were contributing to “atrocities.” Peace seemed far out
of reach, with Mr. Putin accusing Ukraine of an “unwillingness” to negotiate
seriously, according to a Kremlin description of the call.

Lynsey Addario for The New York Times Roughly 130 evacuees from Mariupol —
including Anna and her six-month-old son, Svyatoslav — arrived in Zaporizhzhia, in
southeastern Ukraine, on Tuesday after spending weeks hiding in bunkers underneath
the Azovstal steel plant.
But American military and political leaders, once apprehensive about goading Mr.
Putin into an escalation, in recent days have explicitly stated a goal of weakening the
Russian military and Mr. Putin’s ability to invade other countries.
If some European officials have worried that such language could play into Mr.
Putin’s propaganda that his invasion of Ukraine is a defensive maneuver against
NATO expansion, provoking Mr. Putin no longer seemed such a major concern.
In Brussels, Prime Minister Mario Draghi of Italy said the Russian aggression had
called into question the “greatest achievement of the European Union: peace within
our continent.”
He said Russia had violated that peace and basic respect for human rights “in
Mariupol, in Bucha, and in all the places where the Russian army unleashed its
violence against unarmed civilians.”
Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany promised to back NATO membership for Sweden
and Finland, which have suggested they want to join.
“They can count on our support,” Mr. Scholz said at a joint news conference with the
Finnish and Swedish leaders.
“There is no going back,” Prime Minister Sanna Marin of Finland said. “We see now
more clearly where Russia wants to take us: It is a world of spheres of influence
where the stronger has the last word.”

Those political assertions of strength have found fuel in Russia’s setbacks on the
battlefield. Before Mr. Johnson addressed Ukraine’s Parliament, an intelligence
update by the British Defense Ministry assessed that “failures in both strategic
planning and operational execution” had led Russia’s military to become
“significantly weaker” since the Feb. 24 invasion — even after having doubled its
defense budget from 2005 through 2018.
The report asserted that Russia’s military failures, combined with international
sanctions, would have “a lasting impact” on the ability of Russian forces to recover
for some time.
And while Russia struggled to make progress in Ukraine, a string of unexplained
explosions and fires in southern Russia continued into Tuesday, with a blast rattling
the city of Belgorod. Russian officials have in some instances blamed Ukrainians for
the explosions. The Ukrainian government has a formal policy of neither confirming
nor denying strikes inside Russia.
On Monday, a railroad bridge in the Kursk region of Russia was destroyed in what
the regional governor called sabotage. A series of suspicious fires erupted in different
parts of the country.
In Moscow, a fire engulfed the sprawling warehouse of a textbook company that had
sought to expunge “Ukraine” references from its pages. Arkady R. Rotenberg, a close
friend and former judo partner of Mr. Putin, who became a billionaire during his
administration, is chairman of the company.
At least a dozen suspicious fires have broken out inside Russia recently, many of them
at fuel depots near the border with Ukraine. Some have been deeper inside Russia,
including at a military research institute near Moscow.
But Ukrainians, and civilians in particular, are bearing the brunt of the war.
Russia said its cruise missiles had hit a logistics center at a military airfield near
Odesa.
In a statement on Tuesday, the country’s Defense Ministry said the strike had
destroyed hangars housing Bayraktar TB2 drones, as well as missiles and
ammunition from the United States and Europe.
On Tuesday, in a rare but limited victory for diplomacy, a fleet of buses, flanked by
white United Nations and Red Cross SUVs, passed checkpoints and
Russian-controlled territory and carried to Ukrainian-controlled territory nearly 130
women and children who for weeks had sheltered in the belly of the sprawling steel
works in Mariupol. Once a vivacious Ukrainian port city, it has become a ruin of
rubble and corpse-strewn streets from incessant Russian bombing.
But on Tuesday at the steel plant, almost immediately after international negotiators
departed with evacuees, Russian forces struck buildings where civilians were still
sheltering, according to a statement on Telegram by the Azov regiment, whose
fighters are inside the plant. The Mariupol mayor, Vadym Boychenko, said more than

200 civilians remained trapped in bunkers beneath the factory and that 100,000
civilians remained in the city.
Aid workers greeted the Azovstal evacuees in a shopping complex in Zaporizhzhia,
offering tea and snacks after they had subsisted on expired Russian rations heated on
wood fires.
“I was in Azovstal for two and a half months and they slammed us from all sides,”
said Olga Savina, an elderly woman, as she emerged from a white bus. She said the
sun burned her eyes after so many days underground.

Israel to increase military, civilian aid to Ukraine - report
ANNA AHRONHEIM - The Jerusalem Post
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Israel is leaning toward expanding its aid to Ukraine, including sending military
assistance to the embattled country.
Israeli officials have said Jerusalem can send “plenty of items” to Kyiv that are more
defensive, but air-defense systems, advanced weaponry and attack systems would not
be sent, Haaretz reported.
The increase in aid would be a “substantial step” compared with what Israel has
already provided, and would be more symbolic and “not include substantial
quantities of supplies” because of the aid already provided by the US and European
countries, the report said.
Jerusalem has been trying to strike a balance between Russia and
Ukraine, but Haaretz quoted a source as saying the US and some European countries
expect Israel to take a clearer stance regarding which side it is on “and to back its
decision with deeds and not just statements.”

A meeting by defense officials is planned for the coming days to discuss what
platforms or supplies can be provided to Ukraine.

The Jerusalem PostU kraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky speaks during a joint
news conference with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General
Rafael Grossi (not pictured), as Russia's attack on Ukraine continues, in Kyiv,
Ukraine April 26, 2022. (credit: REUTERS/VALENTYN OGIRENKO)
The Defense Ministry did not comment on the report.
Last week, Brig.-Gen. (res.) Dror Shalom, head of the Defense Ministry’s Political
Security Division, took part in a US-led summit that discussed international defense
aid to Ukraine.
Israel was among 43 countries – 29 NATO members and 14 non-NATO members –
that attended the summit in Germany. Shalom’s participation could be viewed as a
possible shift in stance by Israel, which has been attempting to preserve its close ties
with Moscow.
Two weeks ago, Defense Minister Benny Gantz said Israel would send protective vests
and helmets to Ukrainian rescue and emergency services. The shipment – an apparent
boost of aid following criticism that Israel was not providing enough aid to Ukraine –
was not for the Ukrainian military.
As part of Israel’s aid to Ukraine, Jerusalem also set up a field hospital in Lviv, and
donated several armored, four-wheel-drive ambulances from Magen David Adom.
Russia is a key player in Syria, where the IDF is carrying out airstrikes against
Iranian and Hezbollah targets. It intervened in the Syrian conflict in September 2015
on the side of embattled President Bashar Assad, and Moscow is seen as being the
main power to speak with when Israel wants to carry out strikes.

Israel has a deconfliction mechanism with Russia when carrying out operations in
Syria, but Moscow has recently criticized strikes carried out by the IAF.
Ties were strained after Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Hitler was
Jewish.
“When they say, ‘What sort of denazification is this if we are Jews,’ well I think that
Hitler also had Jewish origins, so it means nothing,” Lavrov said in an interview with
Italy’s Rete 4 on Sunday. “For a long time now, we’ve been hearing the wise Jewish
people say that the biggest antisemitic are the Jews themselves.”
Israeli officials expressed outrage at the comments, and Foreign Minister Yair Lapid
said they were “unforgivable and outrageous.”
“Jews did not murder themselves in the Holocaust,” Lapid said. “The lowest level of
racism against Jews is to accuse Jews themselves of antisemitism.”
The Foreign Ministry on Tuesday summoned Russian Ambassador to Israel Anatoly
Viktorov to a meeting. The Russian Foreign Ministry doubled down on the comments
on Tuesday, saying Israel supports neo-Nazis in Ukraine.
Ukraine has been at war with Russia since Moscow invaded and annexed Crimea in
2014. However, a recent report by the Stockholm Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)
found that Kyiv’s imports of major arms from 2017-2021 were very limited.
“Deliveries of arms to Ukraine generally had more of a political than military
significance, which grew in importance as the tensions between Russia and Ukraine
worsened at the end of 2021,” the report said.
While Kyiv was already fighting pro-Russian rebels in the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions from 2017-2021, “its imports of major arms remained very limited and
accounted for only 0.1% of total global arms imports,” it said.
The Czech Republic was Ukraine’s main supplier of major arms, accounting for 41%
of total imports, including 87 armored vehicles and 56 pieces of artillery. The US was
Ukraine’s second-largest supplier, accounting for 31% of all imports, including 540
light anti-tank missiles.
France, Lithuania and Poland also supplied arms to Ukraine. Turkey sold 12 armed,
unmanned aerial vehicles to Ukraine and “probably” had the largest military impact,
the SIPRI said. The Bayraktar drones are currently being used in the war, accounting
for the destruction of hundreds of Russian tanks, ships and other military platforms, it
said.
SIPRI attributed the low level of arms transfers to Ukraine’s limited financial
resources and its own arms-production capabilities.
“Up until February 2022, several of the largest arms-exporting states had been
restricting exports to Ukraine due to concerns that such transfers could contribute to
conflict escalation,” it said.

U.S.-Pledged Mi-17 Helicopters Arrive in Ukraine With 11 More to Go
Jake Thomas - Newsweek
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The Pentagon has delivered five Mi-17 helicopters to Ukraine's armed forces but is
still working on transferring 11 more of the promised aircrafts along with other
military aid.
A senior U.S. defense official told Foreign Policy that the five Soviet-era helicopters
are in Ukrainian hands. The delivery comes months after the White House first
signaled it would send the helicopters to Ukraine, later committing more in a recent
aid package.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki said in January that it intended to deliver
Mi-17 helicopters to Ukraine as Russia amassed troops along the country's border.
The helicopter can be used as a twin-turbine transport copter and an armed gunship.
The helicopters were originally purchased to help prop up Afghanistan's military. But
after the country fell to the Taliban, the White House identified the Russian-made
aircrafts as a good option to help Ukraine's military.
Earlier in the conflict, the U.S. committed the five copters, as well as over 600 Stinger
anti-aircraft systems, 2,600 Javelin anti-tank systems as well as other weapons to help
Ukraine.
The Pentagon in April approved another $800 million military aid package to help
Ukraine as Russia pivoted to the country's east and west after failing to take capital
city Kyiv. That package committed another 11 of the Mi-17 copters, along with other
weapons.
"We're doing the best we can to make sure that Ukraine has the capabilities it needs
in the moment, right now with the fighting in the Donbas in the south, to better defend
their sovereignty," Pentagon spokesman John Kirby told reporters during a briefing
Monday.

A Pentagon spokesperson told Newsweek in an email that the five helicopters were
"officially transferred in February.” The Pentagon did not answer questions about
the timeline for the remaining 11 as of Tuesday evening.
The Pentagon says that as of April 22, the U.S. had committed more than $4 billion in
military aid since President Joe Biden took office. That includes $3.4 billion since
Russia began its invasion on Ukraine on February 24.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken have visited Ukraine to show support.
Kirby said on Monday that a majority of the 90 of its 155mm howitzer artillery
weapons promised to Ukraine had been delivered.
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy last month criticized the Biden
administration for not providing weapons to Ukraine sooner.
"This is going to get stronger and rougher and what really needs to happen is,
Ukraine is not asking for American men and women to fight, all they're asking for is
the weapons to defend themselves,” McCarthy said in an interview on Fox News
Sunday. If we would have taken those actions earlier instead of waiting till after
Russia invaded, they probably never would've invaded had we done that sooner.”

NATO Has Already Crossed Vladimir Putin's 'Red Line'
Jon Jackson - Newsweek
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Russian President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly warned NATO about interfering in
the Ukraine war, even going so far as to bring up retaliation if Ukraine becomes a
threat to Russia because of Western help. According to some experts, NATO has
already crossed the line that Putin has said would justify an attack from Russian
forces.

Last week, the Russian leader said during an address to lawmakers that any countries
that "create a strategic threat to Russia" in Ukraine can expect "retaliatory strikes"
that would be "lightning fast." Even before Russia began its attacks on Ukraine on
February 24, Putin made public warnings. Last November, he said his country would
respond if NATO crossed "red lines" by providing Ukraine with certain missile strike
systems.
Other prominent Russian officials have recently made similar warnings. On April 13,
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov told government news agency Tass
that Russia will consider U.S. and NATO vehicles transporting weapons on Ukrainian
territory as "legitimate military targets.” Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
also brought up the international alliance during an April 25 interview.
"NATO is essentially going to war with Russia through a proxy and arming that proxy.
War means war," he said.
"When he announced the beginning of the 'special military operation’ on February 24,
Putin indicated that any 'interference’ in the campaign by outside powers would be a
red line,” Yuri Zhukov, an associate professor at the University of Michigan,
told Newsweek.
"This line has been crossed every day, and not only as regards weapons supplies,” he
continued.
"Intelligence sharing, tactical training, foreign volunteers, humanitarian aid,
sanctions, even publishing news stories about civilian casualties could all be, and
have been, interpreted as interference by Moscow.”
Zhukov added, "What's puzzling is that they have not yet responded more forcefully,
since the political groundwork for such an escalation had been laid long ago.”
Zhukov said that Russia's response thus far to Western aid going to Ukraine has been
economic moves, such as cutting off gas supplies to Poland and Bulgaria. However,
he noted that since the impression among NATO members is that Russia's threats "are
hollow,” Putin "may feel the need to conduct a 'limited' strike, perhaps against
training or logistical centers in Poland or elsewhere. Such a move would obviously be
extremely risky, in terms of setting off an escalation spiral.”
Michael Kimmage, a history professor at Catholic University and former member of
the secretary's policy planning staff at the State Department, said he feels Russia
likely won't directly attack a NATO member at this time. But it's possible Russia might
start bombing the flow of weapons into Ukrainian territory because "these weapons
may turn the tide of the war,” he added. "My guess is they're trying to establish a red
line here without quite knowing how to do it.”
For William Reno, a professor of political science at Northwestern University,
"Putin's problem is the Biden administration and most NATO partners called the bluff.
If Putin delivered on his threat to attack a NATO member, the provisions of Article 5
require NATO members consider this an attack on all and that they deliberate on how
to respond.”
He added, "We are playing a game of nuclear chicken. Either side may miscalculate,
with catastrophic results. But we're not playing the game about nothing.”

Reno noted that the "stakes include the principle that conquest is unacceptable, a
foundation of the world order since 1945. If conquest is rewarded, what is the fate of
weaker countries in Africa vis-à-vis stronger neighbors? Would China impose itself
upon Taiwan? We don't want that, so we step on the gas and keep driving down the
centerline.”
Last Thursday, President Joe Biden addressed the threats of retaliation coming from
Russian officials, calling the rhetoric a sign of "desperation that Russia is feeling
about their abject failure.” However, John Kirby, the Defense Department's press
secretary, said the next day that these threats are taken seriously and that Putin
should refrain from nuclear "saber-rattling.”
Laurence Reardon, an associate professor of political science at the University of
New Hampshire, posed another scenario involving Russia and NATO.
"The question remains whether a 'mistaken' attack, such as a stray missile, could
trigger a NATO response,” Reardon said.
"Even more ominous is the NATO response to Russia's use of chemical or tactical
nuclear weapons in Ukraine. Theoretically, NATO would be keeping communications
open with the Russian military to prevent such mishaps,” Reardon added.
"However, under the current circumstances, it remains unclear whether these lines of
communications are open.”
Newsweek reached out to the Russian Foreign Ministry for comment.

Pro-Kremlin Publishing House Catches Fire in Moscow, Videos Show
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek
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A large fire broke out at the warehouse of a pro-Kremlin publishing house near
Moscow in the early hours of Tuesday morning, videos show.

At around midnight in the Bogorodsk urban district of the Moscow region, the
warehouse of the pro-Kremlin "Prosveshchenie” publishing house, where printed
materials were stored, burst into flames, Belarusian news outlet Nexta reported.
The blaze is the latest major unexplained fire in Russia, including at sensitive
facilities, in recent weeks. Fires and explosions have also broken out at Russia's
largest chemical plant, storage depots, and a defense research site.
Russia has not commented on what has caused these mysterious
blazes. Newsweek has contacted Russian authorities and Prosveshchenie for
comment.
The press service of the Russian Emergencies Ministry told Russia's state-run news
agency TASS that by roughly 3 a.m. local time, the area of the blaze was at almost
34,000 square meters.
"The building is on fire throughout the area,” the ministry said.
Emergency services told Tass that there was a partial collapse of the warehouse and
that there was a threat to the neighboring one, located some 10 meters away.
The warehouse contained textbooks and other printing products, according to TASS.
Videos published by Nexta showed flames engulfing the building and huge plumes of
smoke as emergency services attempted to contain the blaze.
Firefighters eventually managed to contain the blaze, TASS reported, noting that the
blaze received the third rank of complexity out of five. Over 100 people and 37 pieces
of equipment were involved in putting out the fire.
It isn't yet clear whether any casualties were reported in the incident.
The warehouse was used by Russian publishing house Prosveshchenie, which mainly
publishes educational books for Russian schools, according to Nexta. Prosveshchenie
means "enlightenment" in Russian.
'Scandalous Publisher'
Responding to news of the blaze, Anton Gerashchenko, an adviser to Ukraine's
minister of internal affairs, said on his Telegram channel that shortly after Russian
President Vladimir Putin launched his invasion on February 24, the publisher's
management ordered staff to minimize the mention of Kyiv and Ukraine in school
textbooks.
"Russia has had a big fire again—the warehouse of the scandalous textbook publisher
is on fire,” wrote Gerashchenko, referring to the string of mysterious fires breaking
out in Russia in recent weeks.
Employees of one of Russia's largest and oldest publishers of school textbooks were
instructed to remove "inappropriate" references to Ukraine and its capital, Kyiv, from
copy, three Prosveshchenie editors told Russian independent media outlet MediaZona
on the condition of anonymity.
Every employee was asked to sign "a great number of non-disclosure agreements” if
they wanted to keep their jobs, the editors said.

"We have a task to make it look as if Ukraine simply does not exist,” an employee
said.

Multiple Mysterious Explosions Reported in the Sky Over Russia, Video Shows
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

A fire burns on April 1, 2022 at an oil depot in the Belgorod region Russia that
Moscow blamed on Ukraine, in this handout photo released by Russian Emergency
Ministry Press Service.
Explosions have been heard in Belgorod on 3 May, 2022, as the city near the
Ukrainian border becomes the area where Kyiv's forces are allegedly targeting
Russian infrastructure.
Explosions have been heard in the sky over Belgorod, the Russian city near the
Ukrainian border where Kyiv's forces have previously been accused of hitting
military targets.
Night footage in which the sound of explosions and car alarms are prominent was
posted on social media. Users reported that air defense systems had been deployed
during the blasts on Tuesday, although this has not been confirmed.
"A loud bang, similar to the sound of an explosion of medium strength, was heard in
the center of Belgorod,” state news agency RIA Novosti reported.
On Monday, one person was injured in a fire at a Russian defense ministry facility in
the city that lies around 20 miles from the Ukrainian border and a series of
explosions were also reported.
However, regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov rejected speculation that Monday's
blasts were due to Ukrainian forces, saying on his Telegram channel that Russia's
"military aviation carried out combat missions as part of a special military operation,”
referring to the official Russian description of the Ukraine war.

He has not yet commented on the latest explosions. Newsweek has contacted the
Russian and Ukrainian defense ministries for comment.
Belgorod has been the scene of alleged past attacks by Ukraine. Last month, Russia
accused Ukraine of a helicopter attack on a fuel depot in the city, shelling villages
and firing missiles at an ammunition depot.
Kyiv has denied responsibility but Russian state news agency Interfax said that since
the start of the war there had been several attacks from the Ukrainian side on the
Belgorod region in which more than 200 buildings had been damaged.
Other Russian regions near the Ukraine border have also reported cross-border
shelling incidents since the start of Vladimir Putin's invasion on February 24.
Last week, explosions were heard in Kursk, with video posted on social media
purportedly showing the blasts.
Also, two oil depots in the south-western city of Bryansk are believed to have been hit
by Ukrainian missiles. Meanwhile, Russian air defenses were reportedly deployed
against an attack on a military airbase in the Voronezh region where two loud
explosions were heard.
Moscow has reacted angrily to comments by British armed forces minister James
Heappey that it was "legitimate” for Kyiv's forces to hit Russian infrastructure
targets.
The incidents are pointing to the prospect of the Ukraine war spilling over the border.
Journalist Michael Weiss tweeted Tuesday that "war is reaching Russia's homes, it's
no longer just a TV war for them.”
Russia says Israel supports neo-Nazis in row over Ukraine
Al Jazeera
Russia’s foreign ministry has accused Israel of supporting neo-Nazis in Ukraine,
escalating a row that began when Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov claimed
Adolf Hitler had Jewish origins.

Al Jazeera The row began when Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov claimed
Adolf Hitler had Jewish origins [File: Yuri Kochetkov/Pool via AP Photo]
Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said on Monday that Lavrov’s comment was an
“unforgivable” falsehood that tried to minimise the horrors of the Holocaust – the
slaughter of six million European Jews and other minority groups by Nazi Germany.
Leaders from several Western nations denounced Lavrov, who had been asked how
Russia could be pursuing its stated goal of “de-nazifying” Ukraine when Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy himself is a Jew. Zelenskyy, whose country is a
parliamentary democracy, accused Russia of having forgotten the lessons of World
War II.
The Russian foreign ministry said in a statement on Tuesday that Lapid’s comments
were “anti-historical” and “explain to a large extent why the current Israeli
government supports the neo-Nazi regime in Kyiv”.
Moscow reiterated Lavrov’s point that Zelenskyy’s Jewish origins did not preclude
Ukraine from being run by neo-Nazis.
“Antisemitism in everyday life and in politics is not stopped and is on the contrary
nurtured [in Ukraine],” it said in a statement.
Israel has expressed support for Ukraine following the Russian invasion in February.
But wary of damaging relations with Russia, a power broker in neighbouring Syria, it
initially avoided direct criticism of Moscow and has not enforced formal sanctions on
Russian oligarchs.
In the same light, Israel sent humanitarian aid to Ukraine and expressed support for
its people, but the government did not join international sanctions against Russia.
That paved the way for Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett to be able to try to
mediate between the sides, an effort which appears to have stalled as Israel deals with
its own internal unrest.
However, ties have grown more strained, with Lapid last month accusing Russia of
committing war crimes in Ukraine.

“After the Kremlin claimed that Israel supports Nazism, I have just one question. Is
there any non-Nazi country in the whole world in Russia’s point of view? Except Syria,
Belarus and Eritrea, of course,” Ukrainian presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak
tweeted on Tuesday, mentioning countries that have supported what Moscow calls its
“special operation” in Ukraine.
In a speech at the end of March to the Israeli parliament, Zelenskyy called on Israel
to “make a choice” by supporting Ukraine against Russia, and asked the Jewish state
to provide it with weapons.
Nazism has featured prominently in Russia’s war aims and narrative as it fights in
Ukraine. In his bid to legitimize the war to Russian citizens, President Vladimir Putin
has portrayed the battle as a struggle against Nazis in Ukraine, even though the
country has a democratically elected government and a Jewish president whose
relatives were killed in the Holocaust.
Putin referenced the presence of units such as the Azov battalion within the Ukrainian
military as one of the reasons for launching his so-called “special military
operation”.
Azov is a far-right all-volunteer infantry military unit founded in 2014 to fight
pro-Russian separatists in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine. Its early members
were ultra nationalists and were accused of harboring neo-Nazi and white
supremacist ideology. The unit has since been incorporated into the National Guard
of Ukraine.
Nuclear deterrence must work in both directions, not just against the West
Joseph Bosco (Opinion Contributor) - The Hill

The Hill
Talk of nuclear weapons and their use has significantly ramped up since Russian
President Vladimir Putin launched his all-out invasion of Ukraine. Putin himself
began the latest rhetorical escalation, even before sending his forces across the

Ukrainian border for the third time in eight years, saying that any outside country
that interfered in the war would face “consequences that they have never seen in their
history.”
He enhanced the credibility of his threat with overt action, putting his nuclear forces
on alert, while warning the U.S. and NATO countries not to come to Ukraine’s
defense. President Biden took the threats seriously. When asked by reporters whether
the United States would directly intervene, with a no-fly zone or otherwise, to help
Ukraine, he declared emphatically that it would not, since “that’s called World War
III.” Washington would not even support Poland’s offer to send MIGs to Ukraine.
Putin made further nuclear references as the United States and other NATO countries
flowed defensive arms into Ukraine. As a former communist power, Putin’s Russia is
following a well-honed practice of other nuclear-armed communist states to enhance
their positions in times of stress and to achieve strategic objectives.
The paradigm Cold War case was the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev and his predecessors had failed repeatedly to get Washington to
withdraw NATO missiles deployed in Turkey and Italy. The Soviets also objected
strongly when President Kennedy tried to overthrow Cuba’s communist dictator Fidel
Castro in the CIA’s botched Bay of Pigs operation in 1961.
Moscow then stationed nuclear-capable missiles on the Caribbean island 90 miles off
U.S. shores. Kennedy threatened retaliation against the Soviet Union if those weapons
were ever used against the U.S. and imposed a naval blockade (a “quarantine”)
around Cuba.
As the world came closer than it ever had to all-out nuclear war, the crisis ended not
quite the way U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk described it: “We’re eyeball to
eyeball, and the other guy just blinked.”
In fact, both sides blinked: The Soviets removed their missiles from Cuba in exchange
for the withdrawal of NATO’s weapons in Turkey and Italy. In addition, Washington
gave an unprecedented security guarantee to the Castro regime.
The frightening episode taught the world, particularly the five nuclear powers at the
time — the U.S., the United Kingdom, France, the Soviet Union (later Russia) and
China — that, as President Reagan later put it, “a nuclear war can never be won and
must never be fought.”
But two of the nuclear powers, the Soviet Union and China, later joined by North
Korea, learned a second lesson: The threat to use nuclear weapons can be a useful
safeguard against retaliation for conventional aggression, as well as a source of
leverage to seek otherwise unattainable strategic advantages.
Putin’s “no-limits strategic partner,” the People’s Republic of China, is well-steeped
in wielding nuclear threats for those purposes. When Washington sent a carrier battle
group through the Taiwan Strait after China fired missiles toward Taiwan in 1995, a
leading Chinese general warned the United States, “You care more about Los
Angeles than Taiwan.”

The chilling impact of the threat was felt a few months later, first when Chinese
officials asked their U.S. counterparts how Washington would react if China attacked
Taiwan. The U.S. response was, “We don’t know, and you don’t know; it would
depend on the circumstances.”
There was no firm declaration that America would defend Taiwan and no mention of
the legal or moral commitments under the Taiwan Relations Act and other documents
governing the U.S.-China-Taiwan relationships. The second effect of Beijing’s
nuclear warning occurred when Taiwan held its first direct presidential election and
China again fired missiles across the Taiwan Strait.
But as two U.S. carriers steamed toward the Strait, China’s warning of “a sea of fire”
turned the ships away. A Clinton administration official called it “our own Cuban
Missile Crisis; we had stared into the abyss.” In 2005, China’s nuclear threat against
a U.S. defense of Taiwan was expanded to target “hundreds of U.S. cities.”
China has not limited its nuclear threats to the United States. When Japan began to
acknowledge publicly in 2021 that its own national security is linked to Taiwan’s and
that it has an interest in helping to protect it, the People’s Liberation Army circulated
an article warning Tokyo in no uncertain terms of the dire consequences.
“We will use nuclear bombs first. We will use nuclear bombs continuously …[w]hen
we liberate Taiwan, if Japan dares to intervene by force.”
The other communist state that learned the benefits of nuclear coercion is North
Korea, whose nuclear program was facilitated by both Soviet and Chinese technology.
Its provocative missile and weapons testing, and its fiery rhetoric threatening
apocalyptic consequences for countries standing in its way, proved a highly useful
distraction of international attention from the expansionist courses that Russia and
China have pursued over the past few decades.
The psychology of nuclear deterrence has shifted significantly as Russia, China and
North Korea brandish their nuclear weapons and willingness to use them while the
West’s nuclear powers caution restraint and responsibility.
French President Emmanuel Macron even counseled caution on collective Western
economic cooperation against China because it could lead to the “highest possible”
level of conflict. To avoid that risk, he told the European Parliament on Jan. 19, the
European Union should avoid aligning with the United States and instead should play
the role of a “balancing power.”
The West no longer can afford to allow the aggressive nuclear powers to threaten
nuclear Armageddon and leave the burden of restraint entirely on Western shoulders.
When NATO members assumed their Article 5 obligations to each other, they
accepted that the United States, United Kingdom and France would be providing a
nuclear umbrella to non-nuclear NATO states — just as Washington offers extended
nuclear deterrence to its other non-nuclear allies in Japan, South Korea, Australia,
the Philippines and Thailand.

It’s bad enough that nuclear warfare hangs like the Sword of Damocles over
civilization; it should not also be allowed to serve as a protective shield for
aggressive nuclear powers to pursue their evil ends.
Biden should declare three “red lines” of his own:
(1) no use of nuclear weapons,
(2) no use of chemical or biological weapons, and
(3) immediate safe passage to Ukrainian lines for all civilians and soldiers trapped in
Mariupol.
If either of the first two occurs or if the third does not, the U.S. will remove its
self-imposed restraints in Ukraine and push NATO for immediate
Ukraine membership.
*** Joseph Bosco served as China country director for the secretary of Defense from
2005 to 2006 and as Asia-Pacific director of humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief from 2009 to 2010. He served in the Pentagon when Vladimir Putin invaded
Georgia and was involved in Department of Defense discussions about the U.S.
response. Follow him on Twitter @BoscoJosephA.
Russian propagandist makes state broadcast threatening the UK and Ireland with
nuclear strike: 'Just one launch, Boris, and England is no more'
Cheryl Teh (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

Associated Press A ground-based intercontinental ballistic missile launching from the
Plesetsk facility in northwestern Russia during military drills in December 2020.
A Russian propagandist showed a simulation of how the UK might meet its end in a
nuclear strike.
"Just one launch, Boris, and England is gone ... Why play with us?" he said on a state
broadcast.

The simulation involved a nuclear attack being delivered either by air or sea.
A Russian propagandist has presented on state TV a simulation of a hypothetical
nuclear strike that would wipe out the UK and Ireland.
Dmitry Kiselyov, a propaganda figure allied with Russian President Vladimir Putin,
was seen in a May 1 broadcast of "News of the World” show narrating how the UK
might be destroyed by a nuclear strike delivered either by air or sea.
"Just one launch, Boris, and England is gone," Kiselyov said over a
computer-generated simulation, referring to British Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
"Once and for all. Why play with us?”
"It actually seems like they're raving on the British Isles. Why threaten never-ending
Russia with nuclear weapons when you're on an island, which, you know, is so
small?” Kiselyov said. He added that "just one Sarmat missile” would be "sufficient
to sink it once and for all.”
Another way to "put England onto the seabed” would be to use Russia's "Poseidon"
underwater drone, Kiselyov noted.
"It approaches the target at a one-kilometer depth at 200 kilometers per hour. There
is no way to stop this underwater drone. The warhead on it is up to 100 megatons," he
claimed.
Kiselyov then posited that the "explosion of this thermonuclear torpedo" off the UK's
coast would raise a tsunami up to 500 meters high.
"Such a water squall is also a carrier of extreme doses of radiation," he said. At the
same time, the simulation showed a green "wave" representing radioactive material
washing over a map of the UK and Ireland.
"Having passed over the British Isles, it will turn what may be left of them into a
radioactive desert, unfit for anything for a long time," Kiselyov said.
John Everard, the UK's former ambassador to Belarus, told RTE that he did not
believe Russia had a weapon that could wipe out the UK and Ireland, per the graphic
on Russian TV.
"I would urge everybody just to keep calm. By all means, if you feel strongly about it,
make your things clear to the Russians. But can we please remember this is just a
television mock-up," Everard said, per the outlet.
"The Russians do not have this weapon. I'll say that again, they do not have this
weapon," he added, per RTE.
Johnson met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv in April and
promised the UK would send armored vehicles and anti-ship missiles to aid it in its
fight against the Russians.
In the same month, Johnson also said that some Ukrainian troops are being trained in
the UK to use those armored vehicles.
Last week, Russia's foreign minister Sergey Lavrov said the possibility of nuclear
conflict breaking out due to the war in Ukraine was "serious" and "real." In 2018,
Putin also threatened to unleash nuclear weapons if the country were attacked.

Belarus Prepares Troops as Ukraine Fears Putin Will Declare All-Out War
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek
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Belarus on Wednesday began sudden large-scale drills of its military forces, the
country's defense ministry said, as fears grow that Russian President Vladimir Putin
will officially declare war on Ukraine as soon as May 9.
The Belarusian Ministry of Defense said in a statement that the drills are to test their
combat readiness, and pose no threat to its neighbors or the European community.
"It is planned that the (combat readiness) test will involve the movement of significant
numbers of military vehicles, which can slow down traffic on public roads,” the
ministry said.
The drills are to "assess the readiness and ability of personnel to respond promptly to
possible crisis situations,” the statement said, adding that Belarus would study the
ability of their forces to "counter military threats both on land and in the air.”
It comes amid mounting concerns that the Russian leader will officially declare war
on Ukraine on Victory Day—an annual Russian commemoration of the end of World
War II on May 9—per analysis by U.K. defense officials, who said earlier this
month that Putin "likely desires to demonstrate significant” military success ahead of
the holiday.
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko has consistently denied that the country
plans to join Russia's offensive in Ukraine.
Ukraine has claimed that Russian troops were attacking the country from Belarusian
territory. Before Putin began his invasion in February, Russia had stationed troops
and military equipment in the country although Belarusian armed forces have not
been deployed in the ongoing offensive.
Ukraine's Air Force Command on March 9 accused Russia of wanting to drag
Belarus into the war.

"The goal is to involve the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus in the war with
Ukraine!” the command said in a statement at the time.
With days to go before Russia's Victory Day, defense officials are weighing in on how
Putin may address his invasion of Ukraine.
During an appearance on LBC radio on April 28, British Defense Secretary Ben
Wallace cited statements from Putin in recent weeks, "about 'This is becoming a war,
this is a proxy war which it isn't…Nazis are everywhere basically. They're not just in
Ukraine, NATO is full of Nazis.”
"And I think what he's going to do is he's going to move from his 'special
operation’…and he's been laying the ground for being able to say 'Look this is now a
war against Nazis’ and what I need is more people, I need more Russian cannon
fodder basically,” Wallace said.
Putin is "probably going to declare on this May Day that we're now at war with the
world's Nazis and we need to mass mobilize the Russian people,” he added.
Prior to and throughout the Ukraine invasion, Russia has repeatedly said that one of
its key goals is to "de-nazify” the country. Putin has falsely accused the Ukrainian
government of committing genocide against Ukraine's Russian-speaking population.
If Putin formally declares war, under Russian law, the leader would be authorized to
draft conscripts and mobilize reserve forces.
U. S. State Department spokesperson Ned Price told a press briefing Monday that
there is "good reason to believe that the Russians will do everything they can to use"
its Victory Day for propaganda purposes.
V.
It "would be a great irony if Moscow used the occasion of 'Victory Day' to declare
war, which in itself would allow them to surge conscripts in a way they're not able to
do now, in a way that would be tantamount to revealing to the world that their war
effort is failing, that they are floundering in their military campaign and military
objectives,” Price added.
Newsweek has contacted Russia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs for comment.
Ukraine says it is 'ready' if Belarus joins Russian war effort
Reuters
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KYIV (Reuters) - Kyiv will be ready if Belarus's armed forces join Russia's war effort
in Ukraine, a spokesperson for the Ukrainian State Border Service said on
Wednesday.
Belarus, a close ally of Russia, said its military had begun large-scale drills on
Wednesday to test their combat readiness and that they posed no threat to its
neighbour.
"We do not rule out that the Russian Federation could at some point use the territory
of Belarus, the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus, against Ukraine,” said
Andriy Demchenko, spokesperson for Ukraine's State Border Service.
"Therefore, we are ready,” he said, adding that the border with Belarus had been
strengthened since Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24.
Russia launched the invasion after holding joint drills with Belarus which had
allowed it to move more forces closer to the border with Ukraine.
Areas of Ukraine adjacent to Belarus came under Russian assault in the initial stage
of the invasion but Russian attacks are now focused on Ukraine's eastern and
southeastern regions.
Demchenko said Ukraine had also reinforced its border with the Russia-backed
region of Transdniestria, where tensions have been rising since local authorities said
it was subject to a series of attacks.
Ukrainian officials have expressed concern about the situation in Transdniestria, and
condemned what it said were Russian attempts to drag the region into Russia's war
against Ukraine. Moscow has also voiced concern and said it is following events in
Transdniestria closely.
Kent Logsdon, the U.S. ambassador to Moldova, said on Wednesday Russia's
invasion of Ukraine and what he described as its attempts to redraw the map of
Europe at gunpoint were a cause of great concern around the world.

But he told a conference in Moldova that Washington had no evidence that Moscow
wanted to extend the war to Moldova and said Russian President Vladimir Putin
would lose the war, Moldovan media reported.
Ukrainian Mortars Destroy Russian Ammo Depot in Fiery Explosion Caught on
Video
William McGee - Zenger News & Newsweek

Armed Forces of Ukraine destroyed the location of ammunition of the Russian
military in May 2022. (@30brigade/Zenger)
Aerial video shows a Russian ammo depot spewing flames before exploding into a
huge ball of smoke and fire following Ukrainian mortar strikes.
Zenger News obtained the footage from the 30th Independent Mechanized Brigade, a
formation of the Ukrainian Ground Forces, on Monday.
The brigade said: "The 30th Independent Mechanized Brigade eliminated the
ammunition depot of Russian soldiers.
"This is the skillful use of mortars which, by the way, have only recently joined the
ranks of the brigade.
"Now the 'uninvited guests’ will have less ammunition to fire on the Ukrainian
military.
"This is how the BK of the occupiers burns so enchantingly and brightly - further on
in the video.
"Glory to the Nation [of Ukraine].”
A second aerial video obtained by Zenger News from the brigade on Tuesday shows
Russian equipment being blown up in balls of smoke.
The brigade said: "We don't know if you have had any good news this morning. So,
let's start with some: Our military destroyed several units of Russian equipment.”
Enjoy!
"Everything will be Ukrainian again.”

And a third piece of footage obtained by Zenger News from the brigade on Monday
shows a Russian tank trying to go unnoticed in an area of woodland, but still being
picked off in a fiery strike.
The brigade said: "Incompetent racists live by the following principle: 'if you want no
one to find you, put yourself in a prominent place'.
"So they position the tank and infantry fighting vehicles in such a way that it becomes
convenient for tankers and artillerymen of the brigade to get to them.”
The 30th Independent Mechanized Brigade did not say where in Ukraine the strikes
took place.
In recent developments, U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson will describe the
resistance to the Russian invasion as Ukraine's "finest hour” when he addresses the
country's parliament virtually later Tuesday.
He will also talk about GBP 300 million in additional military support, including
electronic warfare equipment, from the U.K. for Ukraine.
The United Nations and the Red Cross are hoping to oversee further evacuations
Tuesday of civilians from the Azovstal metallurgical plant in besieged Mariupol,
following the previous rescue of over 100 people.
The last remaining Ukrainian soldiers holed up in the steelworks say the Russians are
pounding the plant using warplanes, tanks and warship missiles.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has accused Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov of "blaming the Jewish people for Nazi crimes.”
Lavrov had told the Italian TV program Zona Bianca on Sunday: "I could be wrong,
but Hitler also had Jewish blood. [That Zelensky is Jewish] means absolutely nothing.
Wise Jewish people say that the most ardent anti-Semites are usually Jews.”
Meanwhile, Zelensky said a boy aged 14 was killed in a Russian missile strike in
Odessa on Monday.
Member states of the European Union remain divided on how swiftly they can
diminish dependence on Russian gas and oil.
Russian troops invaded Ukraine on February 24 in what the Kremlin is now calling a
"special military operation” to "protect Donbas.” The invasion is now in its 69th day.

Air Force veteran wins primary, runs to become the only Black woman Republican
in Congress
Tyler O'Neil - Fox News

Jennifer-Ruth Green, an Air Force veteran, won the Republican primary in Indiana's
1st Congressional District Tuesday, entering a general election contest in which she
is vying to become the only Black woman Republican in Congress.
"I will fight for Republican principles and show how they benefit all Americans
regardless of our differences,” Green told Fox News Digital in a statement early
Wednesday after her primary victory Tuesday night.
"As an African American woman, and the only African American Republican woman
in the House if elected, I can be a different and more effective messenger to
communicate conservative principles to voters who don’t typically support
Republicans.” Rep.
Mia Love, R-Utah, became the first Black woman elected to Congress as a
Republican, and she served from 2015 to 2019.
Green insisted that the crises America faces under President Biden should unite
Americans of all backgrounds.
"People of all backgrounds and colors can now see how bad the Biden-Pelosi agenda
is for America,” she said.
"Inflation is the highest it’s been in over 40 years. Gas prices have hit record highs.
Many young people wonder if they’ll ever be able to afford to buy a house.”
"The American people are smart and they can think for themselves," she added.
"They don’t need to be told how to vote based on age, race or gender. Americans of
all races are coming to recognize that we were better off 18 months ago than we are
today.”
"I support giving people a hand up, not a hand out,” Green insisted.
"Instead of judging our welfare programs based on how many people they help, we
should judge them by how many people they get back on their feet and make
self-sufficient.”
Her campaign platform calls for fiscal responsibility, free-market reforms, and limits
on government regulations.
Green also condemned Democrats' position on abortion as "extreme” and "out of
touch,” stating that science supports a pro-life position. She also mentioned
the disproportionate impact abortion has on the Black community.
"I am unashamedly pro-life,” she told Fox News Digital. "Science shows that life
begins at conception and that a child in the womb is a distinct, developing, whole
human being. I find the Washington Democrats’ position on abortion absolutely
extreme and out of touch.”
"The American people do not support abortion on demand up to the moment of birth
at taxpayer expense,” she added.
"Abortion most negatively impacts the African-American community, and I will
continue to speak out against it.”
Green previously had condemned as "insulting” and "shameful” the claim that Black
Americans can't or won't get IDs to vote. She said Black voters "are not a monolith”
and insisted that Republicans can make inroads with them.

Green, a 2005 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy, served as a mission
commander for counterintelligence in Baghdad during Operation Iraqi Freedom.
After her deployment, she served as deputy chief for a nuclear command post. She
retired from the military after twelve years, but currently serves in the Indiana Air
National Guard.
She serves her community as an educator and founded Mission Aero Pipeline, a
non-profit reaching at-risk youth seeking to transform lives, inspire STEM careers,
and set students on a path of learning in the aerospace industry.
Green faces an uphill battle in Indiana's 1st Congressional District. A Republican has
not won the seat since 1928. Frank Mrvan, the Democratic incumbent, won the 2020
election with 56.6% of the vote.
What would happen if China tries to invade Taiwan?
US holds high-level talks with UK over Beijing’s threat to Taipei
The Week Staff - The Week UK

Kevin Frayer/Getty Images Chinese troops on mobile rocket launchers during a
parade in Beijing.
Ever since Taiwan’s rapid economic and democratic transformation in the 1980s and
1990s, relations with its superpower neighbour China have swung between frosty
silence to outright threats of invasion.
Described by The Economist as “the most dangerous place on Earth” due to its
proximity to Beijing, which views it as a breakaway province, the island has for
months faced “a pattern of what Taipei views as stepped up military harassment by
Beijing”, Reuters said.
The ongoing dispute has drawn in powers from around the globe, with Joe Biden
restating the US’s commitment to defending its Asia-Pacific ally and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken calling for the island’s “meaningful participation” at the UN.

But as Chinese “military superiority” grows, the possibility that Beijing could deploy
“force against Taiwan” has become all the more real, The Economist added.
The latest
The US has held top-level talks with the UK to discuss how to cooperate more closely
on reducing the chances of a war between China and Taiwan, it has emerged.
Individuals familiar with the talks told the Financial Times that Kurt Campbell, the
White House Indo-Pacific co-ordinator, and Laura Rosenberger, the most senior US
National Security Council China official, held talks with UK representatives in early
March.
The meeting was held during “a broader two-day meeting with their respective teams
on Indo-Pacific strategy”, the paper said, and also included a discussion about
“conflict contingency plans for the first time”.
Three people with knowledge of the talks described how the US would like to “boost
cooperation with European allies” in order to “raise awareness about what the
administration regards as Beijing’s increasingly assertive attitude towards Taiwan”.
The engagement between Washington and London is not a result of any “imminent
threat”, the paper added, but is “intended to complement more advanced discussions”
with Japan and Australia after Beijing “stepped up military activity around Taiwan”.
News of the talks came as Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu told CNN that the
island is “ready and prepared” to defend themselves against Chinese aggression,
while calling on the US and its allies to increase arms shipments.
“Give us something for us to defend ourselves,” he said. “And speak out in support of
Taiwan so that we feel that we are not alone in fighting for ourselves.”
War drums
Beginning on 1 October, Beijing dispatched 150 military planes into Taiwan’s air
defence zone and Chinese President Xi Jinping later said he would complete the
“historical task” of reunifying the island with the mainland. Tsai Ing-wen, the
Taiwanese president, has dismissed the claim.
“There should be absolutely no illusions that the Taiwanese people will bow to
pressure,” Tsai told troops, politicians and foreign diplomats on her country’s
national day.
“We will continue to bolster our national defence and demonstrate our determination
to defend ourselves in order to ensure that nobody can force Taiwan to take the path
China has laid out for us.”
Tsai continued that Taiwan is “fully committed” to working with international forces
“to prevent armed conflict in the East China, South China Seas and in the Taiwan
Strait”.

She said that the country “will do whatever it takes to defend itself” against any
Chinese aggression, also writing in an article on Foreign Affairs that there would be
“catastrophic consequences” if a conflict were to break out between the two nations.
Her intervention came as it emerged that US military personnel have been covertly
operating in Taiwan for at least a year in preparation for an attempted Chinese
invasion.
Around two dozen special forces troops are training soldiers to “shore up the island’s
defenses” as the threat of “aggression” from Beijing “mounts”, The Wall Street
Journal (WSJ) said. Marines are also “working with local maritime forces on small
boat training”.
Taiwan has also bought “billions of dollars of military hardware” from the US, but
experts now believe that “deepening ties between US and Taiwan units” will be more
effective than supplying equipment, the WSJ added.
China and Taiwan were divided during a civil war in the 1940s. But Beijing has
always maintained that the island should at some point be reclaimed. Beijing
considers Taiwan a province of China and has described Tsai’s government as
separatists, while refusing to rule out the use of force to bring it back into China’s
direct orbit.
The island held the Chinese seat at the UN until October 1971 before it was voted out
as the representative of the country in favour of Beijing. “Since then, Taipei has
regularly sought increased participation at the UN and its array of bodies,” Al
Jazeera said.
It has full diplomatic relations with only 14 out of 193 United Nations member states
– as well as the Holy See – because China has urged its allies to refuse to recognise
its legitimacy as an independent nation. The island also has its own constitution,
democratically elected leaders and around 300,000 active troops.
Experts have warned for months that “Beijing is becoming increasingly concerned
that Taiwan’s government is moving the island towards a formal declaration of
independence”, the BBC said, though Tsai’s government has maintained the position
that “Taiwan is already an independent state, making any formal declaration
unnecessary”.
Should a conflict break out between the two, the international community would be
left facing “the central question of our age”, said The Times’ Asia editor Richard
Lloyd-Parry, namely “working out what, in practice, ‘not bowing’ to China means”.
“Facing up to Xi brings large and diverse costs” that make engaging in “a full-scale
military invasion and a war that could quickly spread far beyond the island” an
unattractive option for many countries.
But Beijing’s “aggressive behaviour towards its neighbors, Japan and India, its
repression in Hong Kong, and its arguably genocidal treatment of the Uighurs in
Xinjiang” also means that the importance of “standing up to dictatorship is
something that most of the world can agree on”.

David and Goliath
If a conflict were to break out between the two neighbours it would be “a
catastrophe”, reported The Economist. This is first because of “the bloodshed in
Taiwan” but also because of the risk of “escalation between two nuclear powers”,
namely the US and China.
Beijing massively outguns Taiwan, with estimates from the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute showing that China spends about 25 times more on its
military. But Taiwan has a defence pact with the US dating back to the 1954
Sino-American Mutual Defence Treaty, meaning the US could be drawn into the
conflict.
“Beijing’s optimistic version of events” after the decision to invade would see “cyber
and electronic warfare units target Taiwan’s financial system and key infrastructure,
as well as US satellites to reduce notice of impending ballistic
missiles”, Bloomberg said.
“Chinese vessels could also harass ships around Taiwan, restricting vital supplies of
fuel and food,” the news site continued, while “airstrikes would quickly aim to kill
Taiwan’s top political and military leaders, while also immobilizing local defenses”.
This would be followed by “warships and submarines traversing some 130 kilometers
[80 miles] across the Taiwan Strait”, before “thousands of paratroopers would
appear above Taiwan’s coastlines, looking to penetrate defenses [and] capture
strategic buildings”.
According to satellite imagery seen by military news site The Drive, China has also
begun “beefing up its combat aviation infrastructure across from Taiwan as invasion
fears grow”.
Beijing “is upgrading three air bases located opposite” the island, “boosting its air
power capability in an already tense region that is flush with air
combat capabilities.”
“Construction of the new infrastructure began in early 2020 and continued
uninterrupted through the pandemic, underlining its priority,” the site added.
Taiwan would be reliant on “natural defenses” – its rugged coastline and rough sea
– with plans to “throw a thousand tanks at the beachhead” in the event of a Chinese
invasion that could result in “brutal tank battles” that “decide the outcome”,
according to Forbes.
The island’s top military leadership has also “warned China that the closer its
aircraft and ships get to the island the harder Taipei will
respond”, Bloomberg reported, with “a multi-pronged approach that utilises aircraft,
ships and its air defence systems to counter Chinese military incursions” in the
works.

“Chinese state media has dismissed the idea of Taiwan retaliating,” the news agency
added. But a report by the island’s defence ministry sent to legislators shows the
island is preparing to “take tougher measures” should they be necessary.
Pax Americana
This would all be complicated by the US pledge to defend its ally in what The
Economist called a “test of America’s military might and its diplomatic and political
resolve”.
Asked in October during a CNN town hall meeting whether the US would mount a
military response if Beijing attempted to take the island by force, Biden responded:
“Yes, we have a commitment to do that.”
The Guardian said that Biden “made a similar pledge in August”, when he told ABC
News that the US has a “sacred commitment” to defend its NATO allies in Canada
and Europe and it was the “same with Japan, same with South Korea, same with
Taiwan”.
If the US had decided against intervention, “China would overnight become the
dominant power in Asia” and “America’s allies around the world would know that
they could not count on it”, the paper added. In other words, “Pax Americana would
collapse”.
That would be unacceptable in Washington, especially as “Biden pivots US foreign
policy towards a focus on the Indo-Pacific as the main arena for 21st-century
superpower competition”, The Guardian said.
His comments during the CNN event were “at odds with the long-held US policy” of
“strategic ambiguity”, The Telegraph said. Historically, Washington has helped
“build Taiwan’s defenses” but has “not explicitly promised to come to the island’s
aid”.
US manoeuvre have so far consisted of building up “large amounts of lethal military
hardware”, The Guardian added, with “the steady buildup of troops and equipment
and the proliferation of war games” meaning there is “more of a chance of conflict
triggered by miscalculation or accident”.
The primary danger that comes with US involvement lies in the fact that both
Washington and Beijing possess nuclear weapons.
Leaked documents published by The New York Times earlier this year revealed the
extent of Washington’s discussions about using nuclear weapons to deter a Chinese
invasion of Taiwan in the 1950s.
Provided to the paper by Daniel Ellsberg, the whistleblower behind the 1971
Pentagon Papers, the documents appeared to show an “acceptance by some US
military leaders of possible retaliatory nuclear strikes on US bases”, CNN noted,
raising the spectre of how the nuclear powers would square off in a 21st-century
conflict.
Global war

Following September’s signing of Aukus, a historic military pact between the US, UK
and Australia, former prime minister Theresa May expressed her concern about the
“implications” of the agreement if China were to launch an invasion of Taiwan.
Speaking in the House of Commons, May asked Boris Johnson of “the implications of
this pact for the stance that would be taken by the United Kingdom in its response
should China attempt to invade Taiwan?”
At the time, Johnson responded by saying that the pact is “not intended to be
adversarial towards any other power”, adding: “The UK remains determined to
defend international law and that is the strong advice we would give to our friends
across the world, and the strong advice that we would give to the government in
Beijing.”
In response to the Chinese jets’ incursions, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu
told ABC that the country is “very concerned that China is going to launch a war
against Taiwan at some point”.
And as the broadcaster’s global affairs analyst Stan Grant wrote: “Whether the US
fights alongside it will determine Australia’s fate.”
Aukus “is designed to send a clear message to China that the US is not going to
surrender dominance in the Indo-Pacific”, Grant added. Australia has “dropped the
pretence” of playing both sides by “doubling down on the American alliance”.
All of this seems to suggest that Australia could join the US and Japan, which in July
also pledged to defend Taiwan, in mounting a resistance to a Chinese invasion,
raising questions over what the UK would do if the call came from Washington or
Canberra to join its allies.
Sweden and Finland NATO Membership Could be Approved in Just 2
Weeks—Report
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek
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Sweden and Finland could have their NATO memberships approved in just two weeks,
Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Støre said Wednesday, following reports that
the countries will jointly express their wish to join the military alliance this month.
Støre told Norwegian tabloid newspaper Verdens Gang (VG) NATO has started a
process that could bring Sweden and Finland into the alliance in rapid order, should
the two countries apply to join.
It comes after tabloid newspapers Iltalehti in Finland and Expressen in Sweden
reported on April 25, citing sources close to the matter, that the leaders of the two
nations intend to meet in the week of May 16, and will subsequently publicly
announce their plans to apply to join NATO.
In a sign of intensifying talks between the two nations, the prime ministers of Sweden
and Finland, Magdalena Andersson and Sanna Marin, met with German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz on May 3 to discuss security issues.
Finland's foreign minister, Pekka Haavisto, said on April 29 that it is Finland's wish
that "Finland and Sweden can adhere to the same timetable in respect of applying for
membership to NATO.”
Marin recently said that she expected Finland to make up its mind on whether to
apply for NATO membership within weeks.
The VG newspaper cited diplomatic sources as saying that lengthy talks have been
underway between the NATO countries and Sweden and Finland, to shorten the
process as much as possible between application and membership.
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg's staff in Brussels, in cooperation with the
alliance's member countries, are trying to shrink this time window as much as
possible, VG reported.
Newsweek has been unable to independently verify the reports.
The Kremlin has repeatedly warned Finland and Sweden against applying for NATO
membership, saying that the possible accession of the countries to the military
alliance would not bring stability to Europe.
Ending Ukraine's desire to join the defense alliance was one reason Russian
President Vladimir Putin gave for justifying his invasion in February. The war has
pushed European countries to rethink their security policies.
When pressed by reporters last month on the possibility of Sweden and Finland
joining NATO, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said that Russia has "repeatedly
said that the alliance remains a tool geared towards confrontation.”
"Its further expansion will not bring stability to the European continent,” said
Peskov.
Newsweek has contacted NATO, and officials in Russia, Sweden and Finland, for
comment.

*** Update 05/04/22, 7:22 a.m. ET: This article was updated with additional
information and quotes.

Pope Hits Powerful Russian Bishop for Being Putin's Mouthpiece
Emma Mayer - Newsweek
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During an interview with an Italian newspaper, Pope Francis recalled a conversation
with a powerful Russian bishop, blasting him for being "Putin's altar boy.”
In a recent exclusive interview with Italian newspaper Corriere Della Sera, Francis
discussed his efforts to meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin before mentioning
a conversation he had with Patriarch Kirill, also known as Vladimir Gundyaev, the
head of the Russian Orthodox Church.
"I spoke with Kirill for 40 minutes on Zoom,” Francis said.
"For the first 20 minutes, he read from a piece of paper he was holding in his hand all
the reasons that justify the Russian invasion. I listened to him and then replied: I don't
understand any of this.”
Francis, who has spoken out against the war between Russia and Ukraine since
February 24, has implicitly criticized Putin and has lamented what he called the
"dark shadows of war.”
During the video call with Kirill, the pope went on to say "Brother, we are not state
clerics, we shouldn't speak the language of politics, but rather the language of Jesus.
We are shepherds of the same holy flock of God. For this reason we must look for a
path to peace, we must stop the fighting. A Patriarch can't lower himself to become
Putin's altar boy.”
The head of the Roman Catholic Church added, "I had a meeting with him, scheduled
for June 14, in Jerusalem. It would have been our second face-to-face, nothing to do
with the war. But we called it off, we agreed that it could send the wrong message.”

In the interview, Francis added that he has been invited to Ukraine several times, but
said, "I am not ready to travel to Kyiv, not yet.”
He added, "I have sent my envoy, Cardinal Michael Czerny (head of the Department
for the Promotion of Human Development) and Cardinal Konrad Krajewski (the
Pope's Almoner). The latter has just visited Kyiv for the fourth time. But I feel that I
shouldn't go there. Not yet.”
"First, I must go to Moscow,” Francis continued.
"I want to meet Putin first of all. But in the end I am just a priest, what can I possibly
achieve? I'll do what I can.”
Ukraine sought the guidance of the Pope before the invasion began. On February 14,
Ukraine's ambassador to the Holy See, Andriy Yurash, told Reuters that Ukraine was
open to a Vatican mediation as the tensions between Russia on the border were first
escalating.
Newsweek reached out to the Russian foreign ministry for comment.
Javelin Anti-Tank Missiles Get Biden Nod as Ukraine Depletes U.S. Stash
Justin Sink, Tony Capaccio & Jennifer Jacobs - Bloomberg
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(Bloomberg) -- President Joe Biden stressed the importance of U.S. and allied
weapons for Ukraine’s defense Tuesday with a visit to a Lockheed Martin Corp. plant
making Javelin anti-tank missiles, which American and NATO officials say have
mauled Russia’s invading armored columns.
Biden urged Congress to authorize an additional $33 billion in aid for Ukraine -with lawmakers warning that stockpiles of the U.S. Army and Marine Corps’ premier
anti-tank weapon are becoming depleted due to the war.

“We need more money to make sure the United States can continue to send weapons
directly to the front-lines of freedom in Ukraine,” Biden said during a visit to the Troy,
Alabama, factory. Biden praised the anti-tank systems as “some of the best, most
effective weapons in our arsenal.”
“You’re making a gigantic difference for these poor sons of guns under such
enormous crushing firepower,” Biden said.
The self-guided portable missile system -- which weighs just 49 pounds (22 kilograms)
-- has proved invaluable to Ukrainian fighters, who can fire on Russian vehicles from
as far as 4,000 meters (2.5 miles) away and then quickly flee. The U.S. has already
delivered about 5,000 of the 5,500 Javelins the White House has committed to provide
to Ukraine, a senior defense official told reporters Monday.
“They’ve been so important there’s even a story about Ukrainian parents naming
their children -- not a joke -- their newborn children Javelin or Javelina,” Biden said.
U.S. and NATO officials have cited Javelins and other anti-armor systems as key to
staving off a quick Russian victory in the early days of the war, buying time for
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s government. Ukraine’s unexpected battlefield
success defending its capital, Kyiv, forced Moscow to divert forces to the east and
south and narrow its war aims.
The Lockheed factory in Alabama is one of three in the U.S. that produce Javelins,
and 265 of the plant’s 600 employees support production of the anti-tank system. The
facility can currently produce about 2,100 Javelins per year, the White House said.
The systems have become so synonymous with Ukrainian military success that a
Canadian artist selling t-shirts and stickers of an Internet meme featuring the Virgin
Mary clutching a Javelin has raised over $1 million for charity.
The Javelin’s arched missile flight allows targeting of an armored vehicle’s weakest
points, resulting in a kill rate of over 90% during the Ukraine conflict, according to a
White House official.
Still, some members of Congress have expressed alarm that the diversion of Javelins
-- as well as Stinger anti-aircraft missiles -- to Ukraine could leave the U.S.
vulnerable, particularly as supply-chain issues make manufacturing replacements
more challenging.
The U.S. has provided a third of its Javelin stockpile to Ukraine, as well as 1,400
Stingers, or 25% of the existing supply, Senator Roy Blunt, a Missouri Republican,
said at a Senate budget hearing Tuesday.
Lawmakers and foreign policy experts have warned that the backlog could prevent the
U.S. from providing crucial weapons systems to other allies facing the threat of
invasion, like Taiwan.
Biden’s emergency request for Ukraine includes $16.4 billion for the Pentagon, on
top of the more than $3.4 billion in military aid provided by the U.S. since the
beginning of the invasion. While the majority of the request is designed to put

weapons in the hands of Ukrainian forces, more than $5 billion is earmarked to
replenish U.S. stocks.
But even with that funding, the U.S. may struggle to replace key weapons systems.
Raytheon Technologies Corp., which produces Stinger anti-aircraft missiles and
partners with Lockheed on the Javelin, said in an earnings call last week that it would
take years to fully replenish stockpiles.
Chief Executive Officer Greg Hayes said it wouldn’t be a matter of simply ratcheting
up production, because the company has a “very limited stock” of material on hand
and some components are no longer commercially available. The company is talking
through the supplier constraints with the Pentagon, which hasn’t purchased Stingers
in 18 years, Hayes said.
A senior defense official said the U.S. had prioritized transferring weapons that were
closer to expiration when choosing what to send to Ukraine, and other administration
officials downplayed the worries about replenishing supplies. White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki said the president was not concerned about the pace of Pentagon
contracts to restock its supplies, and added that the Defense Department was working
closely with industry officials to address potential bottlenecks.
Defense Department spokesman John Kirby told reporters Monday that “we have not
seen any negative impact on our ability to defend this nation across a range of
military capabilities.”
Despite the supply worries, Ukraine is expected to continue to push hard for the
weapons, which military commanders there have long desired. Lawmakers who
traveled to Kyiv over the weekend as part of a congressional delegation led by House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said they discussed Ukraine’s need for additional weapons in
meetings with Zelenskiy, and the country’s government previously said it hoped to
receive 1,000 Stingers and Javelins per day as the conflict continued.
Russia 'Will Lose’ Say Panicked Soldiers as They Refuse To Fight Ukraine
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek
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Russia "will lose" its war against Ukraine, panicked soldiers from a Kremlin-backed
breakaway region in Georgia who fought for Russia in Ukraine said after they
retreated from the front line.
The group of South Ossetian soldiers made the remarks to the region's president,
Anatoly Bibilov, after returning from combat, complaining about a lack of weapons,
intel, and command. An excerpt of their conversation was obtained by Russian
independent media outlet MediaZona.
South Ossetia is a breakaway region in Georgia whose independence was recognized
by Moscow in 2008.
An unknown number of residents have been deployed to fight for Russia in Ukraine.
Two groups of soldiers, which include members of part of Russian military units in
the region, and local contract soldiers, were deployed on March 16 and March 26,
according to U.S.-based website Eurasianet.
In late March, some 300 soldiers from the breakaway region refused to fight in
Ukraine amid deteriorating conditions and supply shortages, MediaZona reported.
The news outlet cited Bibilov as asking the group of soldiers who returned to the
region whether they believed that Russia will ultimately lose the Ukraine war.
"Yes, we think they will lose," one soldier responded.
Others described unbearable conditions of service, broken equipment and lack of
command on the front line.
The South Ossetian soldiers recalled the moment they were deployed to areas 800
kilometers (500 miles) away from where they were supposed to be.
They also told Bibilov that artillery fire missed targets by 2 kilometers
(one-and-a-quarter miles), but officers in command brushed off complaints of
incorrect coordinates, while troops faced constant shelling due to inadequate
battlefield intel.
Bibilov at one point appeared to criticize the soldiers for requesting weapons.
"You probably don't know this, but a lot of guys have already come to me, asking to
be sent [to the front], and they're not talking about money or 'Give us weapons,'" he
told the group.
'Cannon Fodder'
One soldier claimed that 99 percent of the equipment they were given did not work,
while another said three out of 10 tanks could not shoot.
"We warned: our machines don't work, don't send us there [to the front]. From
another squadron, the guys said that their guns weren't able to shoot. They were
ordered, 'Just go,’” the soldier recounted.

One soldier said, "We were deceived at every step...no one was scared here, we were
just deceived at every turn.”
Another said the soldiers left Ukraine because they did not want to be "cannon
fodder.”
The British Defense Ministry in an intelligence update on Monday gave insight into
equipment losses on the Russian side. The ministry said it is likely that more than a
quarter of the Kremlin's battalion tactical groups assisting with the Ukraine war have
been "rendered combat ineffective.”
"Some of Russia's most elite units, including the VDV Airborne Forces, have suffered
the highest levels of attrition,” the update said. "It will probably take years for Russia
to reconstitute these forces.”
Bibilov challenged the soldiers for saying that they believe Moscow will eventually
be defeated by Ukraine.
"The Russians have seen a lot of wars, Napoleon reached Moscow and, in order not
to surrender Moscow, the Russians burned their own city. Never think that the
Russians will lose,” Bibilov told the group.
"Time will pass and no one will discuss that there were no weapons, equipment,
communications. There will be a victory,” he added.
Newsweek has contacted Russia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs for comment.
Russian Media Accuse Ukraine of Using 'Black Magic' as Invasion Falters
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek
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Russian media has alleged Ukraine is using "black magic" to thwart
President Vladimir Putin's invasion. Citing cult researcher Ekaterina Dyce, Russian
state-run media outlet RIA Novosti reported that Ukraine's armed forces in the
eastern Donbas region allegedly practiced black magic.

The report said "signs” of black magic were found at the Ukrainian artillery
headquarters on the outskirts of a village called Trekhizbenka in the Luhansk region.
The outlet published images of what it called a "satanic seal” that was allegedly
found on the walls of a military unit's headquarters.
Dyce claimed that the sign is a magical sigil (symbol) "consisting of many
intersecting lines.”
"What it means is difficult to say for sure, in it you can see both the inverted sign of
anarchy and part of the sign "CC", rune zig, it is clearly visible in the far left sector of
the circle, and the Hebrew letter "zayin” written in German, meaning sword or
weapon," Dyce said.
The expert said that the symbol is a "magic seal of dark forces” that combines the
ideas of anarchy, weapons and fascist symbols.
Dyce also said the symbol was drawn in one continuous hand movement, and that it
points to its "occult nature.”
Sputnik, a Kremlin-backed news agency, similarly reported that "traces of black
magic rituals” had been discovered at an abandoned Ukrainian military
headquarters in the Donbas. The outlet said "magic seal of dark forces” had been
found on the wall, without elaborating.
RIA Novosti said in the building itself, a document containing information about
losses in Donbas was found, covered in stripes of blood.
"There were blood stripes on the document, despite the fact that there were no such
traces anywhere else,” the report said.
It comes as the Russian advance continues to stall amid stiff Ukrainian resistance.
According to the state-run Vedomosti newspaper, Sergey Kiriyenko, a top Russian
official, recently ordered regional governors not to promise a quick Russian victory
or to encourage false expectations that Putin's offensive in Ukraine will soon be over.
More than two months since Putin ordered what he calls a "special military operation”
in neighboring Ukraine, Russia increasingly appears to be suffering from supply
shortages, faltering troop morale, and military losses.
In an intelligence update on Monday, the British defense ministry said it is likely that
more than a quarter of Russia's battalion tactical groups assisting with the Ukraine
war have been "rendered combat ineffective.”
"Some of Russia's most elite units, including the VDV Airborne Forces, have suffered
the highest levels of attrition,” the update said. "It will probably take years for Russia
to reconstitute these forces.”
Newsweek has contacted Russian authorities for comment.

One of Russia’s Most Heinous War Crimes in Ukraine Was Worse Than We
Thought
Allison Quinn - The Daily Beast

The Daily Beast
Russian forces killed twice as many people as originally thought in its March 16
bombing of a theater that served as a shelter in Ukraine’s besieged port city of
Mariupol.
That’s according to an extensive investigation by the Associated Press out Wednesday,
which puts the real death toll of the Donetsk Academic Regional Drama Theater
bombing at about 600. Ukrainian authorities had initially said an estimated 300
people were killed.
The investigation also debunks Moscow’s earlier claims that the theater had been
serving as a Ukrainian military base at the time of the airstrike, with survivors
confirming they never saw any Ukrainian soldiers on the premises.
Russian forces lobbed bombs on the building despite the word “children” being
painted in huge, white letters on the pavement outside, large enough to be visible even
by satellite.
Using testimony from 23 survivors, rescuers, and others familiar with the theater, as
well as photos, video, and floor plans, the AP investigation paints a devastating
picture of how many lives were lost in the bombing.
More than 1,000 civilians were inside the premises at the time, among them pregnant
women and families with young kids, many of them trying to evacuate the city.
Survivors said they didn’t see any more than about 200 people escape—with the rest
of them buried in the wreckage.
“All the people are still under the rubble, because the rubble is still there—no one
dug them up. This is one big mass grave,” a survivor named Oksana Syomina told the
AP as she recalled the horror of seeing bloodied bodies.

The disturbing new details about the theater bombing—one of the most heinous of
Russia’s alleged war crimes since the invasion began on Feb. 24—come as Ukrainian
authorities warn the decimated city may be the site of even more atrocities yet to be
discovered.
Some of the most gut-wrenching glimpses inside the battered city have come from
firsthand accounts of those who made it out. Ukrainian photographer Yevgeny
Sosnovsky shared photos on Facebook this week of a diary kept by an 8-year-old boy
who was trapped in the city during Russia’s siege.
In heartbreaking detail, the diary pages reveal what the war looked like through the
eyes of a child.
“I slept well, woke up, smiled, got up and read up to the 25th page. Also my
grandfather died, I have a wound on my back, torn out skin, my sister has a head
wound, and mama has flesh torn out of her arm and a hole in her leg,” the boy wrote,
titling the diary entry “War.”
On another page, the boy notes that he’s preparing to celebrate his birthday,
alongside a doodle of a stick figure family wearing party hats and standing next to a
big cake.
On the next page, the boy drew pictures of dead bodies in the street, burning
buildings, tanks, and men holding rifles.
“Two of my dogs died, and grandmother Galya, and my beloved city of Mariupol all
throughout this time starting on the 24th,” he wrote.
The grim snapshot of what remains of Mariupol after weeks of Russian bombardment
comes as Russia reportedly prepares to hold a parade in the city to mark Victory Day
on May 9, when the country celebrates the defeat of the Nazis in 1945. (President
Vladimir Putin is widely expected to use the holiday this year to claim that Russian
forces defeated “Nazis” in Ukraine with his “special military operation.”)
Local Russian forces have reportedly been ordered to clear debris and dead bodies
from the streets to help sell the Kremlin narrative that the city has been “liberated.”
Meanwhile, the last pocket of Ukrainian resistance in the city came under intense fire
by Russian troops Wednesday. Ukrainian soldiers holed up in the Azovstal steel plan,
along with some civilians, continue to fight in the hopes of fending off a full-blown
Russian takeover of the city, most of which has been wiped off the face of the earth.

