
The latest News Around Us in Mar #8

The Sunshine Skyway Bridge in #StPete lit up in Blue and Yellow tonight in a show of
solidarity with Ukraine. Thank for sharing this photo @stpetecoastalcruises
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Airstrike hits Ukraine maternity hospital, 17 reported hurt
EVGENIY MALOLETKA - Associated Press (AP)

Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman
from the damaged by shelling maternity hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday,
March 9, 2022. A Russian attack has severely damaged a maternity hospital in the

besieged port city of Mariupol, Ukrainian officials say. (AP Photo/Evgeniy
Maloletka)
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Ukrainian soldiers and emergency employees work at the side of the damaged by
shelling maternity hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. A

Russian attack has severely damaged a maternity hospital in the besieged port city of
Mariupol, Ukrainian officials say. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

An injured pregnant woman walks downstairs in the damaged by shelling maternity
hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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A man wounded by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. A
Russian attack has severely damaged a maternity hospital in the besieged port city of

Mariupol, Ukrainian officials say. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

A man carries his child away from the damaged by shelling maternity hospital in
Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. A Russian attack has severely
damaged a maternity hospital in the besieged port city of Mariupol, Ukrainian

officials say. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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A woman walks outside the damaged by shelling maternity hospital in Mariupol,
Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. A Russian attack has severely damaged a

maternity hospital in the besieged port city of Mariupol, Ukrainian officials say. (AP
Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

A mortuary worker sits on body bags before they were transported to be buried in a
mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP

Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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A Ukrainian Territorial Defence Forces member hugs a resident who leaves his home
town following Russian artillery shelling in Irpin, on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine,

Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Oleksandr Ratushniak)

A medical worker walks inside of the damaged by shelling maternity hospital in
Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. A Russian attack has severely
damaged a maternity hospital in the besieged port city of Mariupol, Ukrainian

officials say. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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A woman sits in a bus as she is evacuated from Irpin, on the outskirts of Kyiv,
Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana)

Women carry children after crossing from Ukraine in Medyka, Poland, Wednesday,
March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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An elderly man is evacuated from Irpin, on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday,
March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana)

Ukrainians cross an improvised path under a destroyed bridge while fleeing Irpin, on
the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana)
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Workers from the Ukrainian Red Cross have been visiting people in shelters and
distributing aid in Mariupol, amid a growing humanitarian crisis in the besieged port

city. (Mar. 09)

People attempt to board a train leaving the Kyiv station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday,
March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana)
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A refugee who fled war in neighboring Ukraine sits in front of a tente after crossing
to Medyka, Poland, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)

A Ukrainian Territorial Defence Forces member holds an NLAW anti-tank weapon, in
the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Authorities announced a
new ceasefire on Wednesday to allow civilians to escape from towns around the

capital, Kyiv, as well as the southern cities of Mariupol, Enerhodar and Volnovakha,
Izyum in the east and Sumy in the northeast. Previous attempts to establish safe
evacuation corridors have largely failed due to attacks by Russian forces. (AP

Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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Smoke rise after shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. A
Russian attack has severely damaged a maternity hospital in the besieged port city of

Mariupol, Ukrainian officials say. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) — A Russian airstrike devastated a maternity hospital
Wednesday in the besieged port city of Mariupol amid growing warnings from the
West that Moscow’s invasion is about to take a more brutal and indiscriminate turn.
Ukrainian officials said at least 17 people were wounded in the attack.

The ground shook more than a mile away when the Mariupol complex was hit by a
series of blasts that blew out windows and ripped away much of the front of one
building. Police and soldiers rushed to scene to evacuate victims, carrying out a
heavily pregnant and bleeding woman on a stretcher.

Another woman wailed as she clutched her child. In the courtyard, mangled cars
burned, and a blast crater extended at least two stories deep.
“Today Russia committed a huge crime,” said Volodymir Nikulin, a top regional
police official, standing in the ruins. “It is a war crime without any justification.”

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy wrote on Twitter that there were “people, children
under the wreckage” and called the strike an “atrocity.” Video shared by Zelenskyy
showed cheerfully painted hallways strewn with twisted metal.

“There are few things more depraved than targeting the vulnerable and defenseless,”
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson tweeted, adding that Russian President
Vladimir Putin will be held “to account for his terrible crimes.”

Authorities, meanwhile, announced new cease-fires Wednesday morning to allow
thousands of civilians to escape bombarded towns around Kyiv as well as the cities of
Mariupol, Enerhodar and Volnovakha in the south, Izyum in the east and Sumy in the
northeast.
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It was not immediately clear whether anyone was able to leave other cities, but people
streamed out of Kyiv’s suburbs, many headed for the city center, as explosions were
heard in the capital and air raid sirens sounded repeatedly.

From there, the evacuees planned to board trains bound for western Ukrainian
regions not under attack.

Civilians leaving the Kyiv suburb of Irpin were forced to make their way across the
slippery wooden planks of a makeshift bridge, because the Ukrainians blew up the
concrete span leading to Kyiv days ago to slow the Russian advance.

With sporadic gunfire echoing behind them, firefighters dragged an elderly man to
safety in a wheelbarrow, a child gripped the hand of a helping soldier, and a woman
inched her way along, cradling a fluffy cat inside her winter coat. They trudged past a
crashed van with the words “Our Ukraine” written in the dust coating its windows.

“We have a short window of time at the moment,” said Yevhen Nyshchuk, a member
of Ukraine’s territorial defense forces. “Even if there is a cease-fire right now, there
is a high risk of shells falling at any moment.”

Previous attempts to establish safe evacuation corridors over the past few days
largely failed because of what the Ukrainians said were Russian attacks. But Putin, in
a telephone call with Germany’s chancellor, accused militant Ukrainian nationalists
of hampering the evacuations.

In Mariupol, local authorities hurried to bury the dead from the past two weeks of
fighting in a mass grave. City workers dug a trench some 25 meters (yards) long at
one of the city’s old cemeteries and made the sign of the cross as they pushed bodies
wrapped in carpets or bags over the edge.

The strategic city of 430,000 people on the Sea of Azov has been encircled by Russian
forces for the past week.

Nationwide, thousands are thought to have been killed, both civilians and soldiers,
since Putin’s forces invaded. The U.N. estimates more than 2 million people have fled
the country, the biggest exodus of refugees in Europe since the end of World War II.

The fighting knocked out power to the decommissioned Chernobyl nuclear plant,
raising fears about the spent radioactive fuel that is stored at the site and must be kept
cool. But the U.N. nuclear watchdog agency said it saw “no critical impact on safety”
from the loss of power.

The crisis is likely to get worse as Moscow’s forces step up their bombardment of
cities in response to what appear to be stronger Ukrainian resistance and heavier
Russian losses than anticipated.

Echoing remarks from the director of the CIA a day earlier, British Defense Secretary
Ben Wallace said Russia’s assault will get “more brutal and more indiscriminate” as
Putin tries to regain momentum.
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Britain’s Defense Ministry said fighting continued northwest of Kyiv. The cities of
Kharkiv, Chernihiv, Sumy and Mariupol were being heavily shelled and remained
encircled by Russian forces.
Russian forces are placing military equipment on farms and amid residential
buildings in the northern city of Chernihiv, Ukraine’s military said. In the south,
Russians in civilian clothes are advancing on the city of Mykolaiv, a Black Sea
shipbuilding center of a half-million people, it said.
The Ukrainian military, meanwhile, is building up defenses in cities in the north,
south and east, and forces around Kyiv are “holding the line” against the Russian
offensive, authorities said.
On Wednesday, some of Ukraine’s volunteer fighters trained in a Kyiv park with
rocket-propelled grenade launchers.
“I have only one son,” said Mykola Matulevskiy, a 64-year-old retired martial arts
coach, who was with his son, Kostyantin. “Everything is my son.”

But now they will fight together: “It’s not possible to have it in another way because
it’s our motherland. We must defend our motherland first of all.”

In Irpin, a town of 60,000, police officers and soldiers helped elderly residents from
their homes. One man was hoisted out of a damaged structure on a makeshift
stretcher, while another was pushed toward Kyiv in a shopping cart. Fleeing
residents said they had been without power and water for the past four days.

Regional administration head Oleksiy Kuleba said the crisis for civilians is deepening
in and around Kyiv, with the situation particularly dire in the suburbs.
“Russia is artificially creating a humanitarian crisis in the Kyiv region, frustrating
the evacuation of people and continuing shelling and bombing small communities,”
he said.

The situation is even worse in Mariupol, where efforts to evacuate residents and
deliver badly needed food, water and medicine failed Tuesday because of what the
Ukrainians said were continued Russian attacks.

The city took advantage of a lull in the shelling Wednesday to hurriedly bury 70
people. Some were soldiers, but most were civilians. The work was conducted
efficiently and without ceremony. No mourners were present, no families to say their
goodbyes.

One woman stood at the gates of the cemetery to ask whether her mother was among
those being buried. She was.
___
(Associated Press journalists Yuras Karmanau in Lviv, Ukraine, and Felipe Dana and
Andrew Drake in Kyiv contributed along with other reporters around the world.)

Ukraine posts image of dog tag it said belonged to a killed mercenary from the
Wagner Group, said to be charged with assassinating Zelenskyy
AlexandraMa - Business Insider
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Photo of a dog tag that Ukraine says belong to Wagner Group mercenaries. Main
Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine/Facebook

Ukraine has alleged that members of Russia's mercenary Wagner Group are fighting
there. Officials on Tuesday shared photos of a dog tag it said belonged to a killed
member of the group. Recent reports said Wagner Group agents were ordered to hunt
and kill Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Ukraine's defense ministry posted photos of a dog tag it said belonged to one of the
Wagner Group, a Russian mercenary group who were said to be charged with
assassinating President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

"Wagnerists are already dying on the territory of Ukraine," the defense ministry's
Main Intelligence Directorate wrote in a Tuesday Facebook post accompanying the
photos.

The defense ministry did not say how many people had been killed or how many dog
tags it had collected. The photo of the dog tag showed, on one side, a website, a
phone number with a Syrian country code, and an email address. Th

The defense ministry said the dog tag was made for use in the Syrian war, which the
US believes the Wagner Group was involved in. Multiple reports from 2017 and
2018 said the group was contracted by a Syrian state-owned oil company to capture
and secure oil and gas fields from ISIS.

Insider was unable to access the website inscribed on the dog tag, and received an
automated message saying the phone number was unavailable. Upon contacting the
email address for a request for comment, Insider received an auto-reply that said:
"This email address has been hijacked by Anonymous. You can respond, I am reading
all emails. Glory to Ukraine!"

After asking who the email address belonged to, the person operating the account told
Insider that they took over the email account after seeing the dog tag photos, and that
it was not clear if it previously belonged to the Wagner Group.
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In its Facebook post, the Ukrainian defense ministry said the Wagner Group was
helping Russia in its invasion of Ukraine, and that some of its agents were "already
participating in combat operations on the territory of Ukraine in the army of the
aggressor."

It is not entirely clear who runs or finances the Wagner Group, but Yevgeny
Prigozhin, an oligarch and ally of Russian President Vladimir Putin, has been most
frequently linked to the organization.

In 2020, the US Treasury said Prigozhin was "believed to be the financier" of the
group. The European Parliament also described Prigozhin as having financial links
to the group.

Multiple reports published in the run-up to and during Russia's invasion, including
by the Daily Beast and The Times of London, said Wagner Group mercenaries were
being dispatched to Ukraine.

The Times of London reported late last month that Russia ordered Wagner Group
mercenaries in Kyiv to wipe out Zelenskyy's government, and offered them financial
bonuses if they succeeded.

The Times reported last week that Ukraine had foiled at least three assassination
attempts by the Wagner Group and Chechen special forces on Zelenskyy in the prior
week, without giving specifics.

Zelenskyy previously warned that he was the "number one target" for Russia.

Kyiv has transformed into a fortress, with its residents determined to defend it
Ivana Kottasová - CNN

Members of the Ukrainian military wait on the eastern frontline near Kalynivka
village as Russian forces advance toward the capital, Kyiv, on March 08, 2022.
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Kyiv, Ukraine (CNN)Just two weeks ago, residents of the Ukrainian capital were
tending to their shops, teaching schoolchildren or parked at their office desks.
The Russian invasion changed all that. Fighting literally for their lives, civilians,
turned into volunteer soldiers, helped construct defenses with military precision --
and they are now manning them.

Trenches run deep into the woods that surround the highway leading in Kyiv from the
south. Fortified fallback positions are ready for whatever comes next. Huge metal
anti-tank barriers known here as "the hedgehogs" because of their spiky shape are
placed at regular intervals along the road. And makeshift blockades made of
sandbags and huge concrete blocks stand at every exit. The people of Kyiv are
determined to defend their city.

A member of Ukraine's Territorial Defense unit guards a barricade on the outskirts of
eastern Kyiv on March 06, 2022.

As Russian forces approach, the resolve of its residents is palpable -- with many
appearing in good spirits. Some flash a victory sign as vehicles pass by. The blue and
yellow national flag can be seen everywhere.

At one checkpoint en route to Kyiv on Tuesday, volunteer defenders were handing out
flowers to women in their cars to mark International Women's Day.

Many volunteers do not seem to be dressed warm enough for the freezing weather.
They wear civilian clothes, with big coats and sweatpants an unofficial uniform. Their
pants are mostly green, black or camouflage motif -- not the military kind -- but the
civilian pattern made for hunting.

Some, but not all volunteers, are armed with automatic rifles and big knives.



Volunteers undergo basic weapon training as they join a Kyiv defense battalion.
Oleksiy Goncharenko, a volunteer manning one of the defense positions in Kyiv, told

CNN that he works in four-hour shifts at the checkpoint.

His face is red from the cold. "It's OK. Just cold," he says, adding that "locals are
giving us soups and things like that.”

Almost 40,000 volunteers joined the Territorial Defense Forces in the first two days
after the invasion began, according to the Ukrainian armed forces' chief of staff. In
Kyiv alone, 18,000 picked up weapons when authorities called for volunteers and
reservists to do so.

Those who couldn't join the forces (so many people signed up that the Territorial
Defense Forces had to start turning people away) are helping in other ways.

They are making Molotov cocktails, sewing camouflage nets for barricades,
distributing food, hot drinks and cigarettes to those standing guard. They are raising
money for the military, building more road blocks and even painting over traffic signs
in an attempt to confuse invading forces.

'You will not be alone'

Kateryna Yurko, whose store was destroyed when a Russian missile hit nearby last
week, is now spending her time driving back and forth between Kyiv and the Polish
border, bringing humanitarian aid for infants and the elderly. She has also made
Molotov cocktails for the troops, she says.

Oleksii Erinchak, who runs a bookstore and coffee shop in central Kyiv, has turned
the space into a volunteer hub.
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Oleksii Erinchak, seen inside his bookstore in central Kyiv, prior to the February 24
invasion.

"We are trying to prepare ourselves for the worst-case scenario where we would be
surrounded by Russian troops and all the supply networks would be destroyed. So we
are trying to make sure that everyone and every building is prepared for this," he told
CNN.

Another project the volunteers are working on is trying to encourage people to get to
know their neighbors -- something that's not that common in a big city.

"If everything is blocked -- no internet connection, no phone calls -- you will be
together with your neighbors (and) they can help you, you will not be alone,"
Erinchak said. Most of his work now focuses on establishing neighborhood networks
for food and medicine distributions.

But Erinchak is still selling books, too, "...because there should be something normal
happening, even in this situation," he said. The coffees, however, are free.
Closer to the city center, the defenses are stronger. But here, it's the professionals
manning the checkpoints. Tanks and weapon launchers are in position along the city's
main arteries.

Girl's singing inside Kyiv bomb shelter goes viral 01:14



Kyiv's famed Maidan Square, which sits in the heart of the capital, is now a fortress.
A big Ukrainian flag flies high above the site of the 2014 protests.

The capital's parks now serve as staging grounds for military vehicles; shopping
areas lined with boutiques, hip cafes and fancy restaurants are now bordered with
barriers made of sandbags and blocks of concrete.

And electronic signs that normally display traffic information and commercials are
now calling for "NATO to close the skies" and proclaiming "Glory to Ukraine."
One of those signs addresses Russian troops directly. "Russian soldiers, stop. How
can you look your children in the eye. Go home and be human," it reads.

Near Kyiv police headquarters, eight men -- two policemen and six National Guards
-- man a checkpoint, stopping every vehicle that comes through. National Guard
reservist Oleksandr, who asked CNN to only use his first name for his safety, said that
he spends six hours at the post, then takes six hours to rest.

Usually, that means four hours sleep and two hours for anything else that needs to be
taken care of: a shower, a shave, change of clothes, or a quick message to his family.
Six hours is a long time to stand in the snow, he says -- it's cold.

Around the corner, a small shop remains open, even as every other business around it
have closed. Liudmyla, who runs the shop, supplies coffee and cigarettes to the
soldiers protecting the road in front of her store.

Liudmyla and her husband, Dmytro, have chosen to keep their store open even as
other local businesses nearby have closed.

There aren't many other customers these days, says Liudmyla, who asked CNN to only
be referred by her first name for safety reasons.

Most people are staying at home and are not venturing into the city center. Instead,
they remain huddled in basements and subway stations. Liudmyla says she is
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determined to stay open and has brought in her husband Dmytro for support. "I work.
He is protecting me," she says.

She says that "there are no words, emotions or reactions that could describe how I
feel."

"We don't know which day of week is today, but we know for sure it's the thirteenth
day of war," she says, adding that she believes that Ukrainians will be "victorious."

Instead of a goodbye, Liudmyla ends our conversation with what many are thinking
here: "Putin is a d***!"

Trong khi tình hình chiến sự đang xảy ra ở Ukraine, Thủ tướng Nhật Bản Kishida
Fumio một lần nữa nhắc lại về các vùng lãnh thổ ở Quần đảo Kurile của Nhật bị Nga
chiếm đóng. Nhật không bao giờ chấp nhận vùng đất này là của Nga!



NỮ VĂN SĨ IRYNA TSVILA HY SINH CÙNG CHỒNG trong trận BẢO VỆ THỦ
ĐÔ KIEV
Thứ Năm, ngày 24 tháng Hai, nhà văn và cựu chiến binh Iryna Tsvila đã thiệt mạng
trong cuộc giao tranh ở biên giới Kyiv thủ đô Ukraine.
Cái nhìn thẳng thắn, nụ cười tinh nghịch, mái tóc nâu dưới khăn quàng cổ và bộ quân
phục phù hợp của lữ đoàn can thiệp nhanh Vệ binh Quốc gia Ukraine.
Đây là cách Iryna Tsvila, một nhà văn đã trở thành biểu tượng của những phụ nữ
chiến đấu ở Ukraine, xuất hiện trong những bức ảnh tràn ngập mạng xã hội trong ký
ức của cô.
Thứ Năm, ngày 24 tháng 2, chiếc máy bay chiến đấu mất dạng ở phía bắc Kyiv *, tại
cổng thủ đô, trong khi tiểu đoàn của cô đang cố gắng đẩy lùi một cuộc tấn công của
xe tăng thiết giáp Nga. Người bạn đồng hành của cô là Dmyro đã chết cùng cô, để lại
5 đứa con của họ mồ côi.

Ukraine: Nga tấn công bệnh viện
Các quan chức Ukraine cho biết Nga đã thực hiện một tấn công vào một bệnh viện
nhi và phụ sản ở thành phố cảng Mariupol, phía đông nam của Ukraine.
Một tuyên bố trên tài khoản mạng xã hội của hội đồng thành phố hôm 9/3 cho biết
bệnh viện đã bị thiệt hại “rất lớn”.
Tổng thống Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy viết trên Twitter rằng có “thường dân, trẻ
em dưới đống đổ nát”. Ông gọi cuộc tấn công này là một “hành động tàn bạo”.



WHO: Có 18 cuộc tấn công vào nhân viên y tế ở Ukraine
Tổ chức Y tế Thế giới (WHO) cho biết họ đã ghi nhận 18 cuộc tấn công nhằm vào các
cơ sở y tế, nhân viên và xe cứu thương kể từ khi cuộc xâm lược Ukraine của Nga bắt
đầu.
Tại một cuộc họp báo hôm 9/3, Tổng giám đốc WHO Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
cho biết cơ quan y tế Liên Hợp Quốc đã chuyển 81 tấn vật tư cho Ukraine và hiện
đang thiết lập một đường ống để gửi thêm thiết bị.
Ông Tedros cho biết đến nay WHO đã gửi đủ vật tư phẫu thuật để điều trị cho 150
bệnh nhân chấn thương và các nguồn cung cấp khác để điều trị cho 45.000 người.

(Theo AP)

Biden's high energy price trap
Naomi Lim (White House Reporter) - Washington Examiner

"Crazy," "insane," "outrageous," and "ridiculous” are some of the gas price
comments the Republican National Committee has amplified this week.

"Americans are really struggling. They can't fill their gas tanks. Their home heating
bills are up, they are paying $356 a month more because of inflation,”
RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel said. "This energy crisis, the inflation crisis, and
[the] national security crisis all tie back to his failure.”

But instead of changing course, Biden advocated this week for green policies favored
by Democrats, including activists whose support he requires to drive turnout in
November, when he announced his Russian oil ban.

The prohibitions apply to new purchases of Russian crude oil and certain petroleum
products, liquefied natural gas, and coal, as well as funneling U.S. funds into Russia's
energy sector. Existing contracts must be wound down in 45 days.

"It should motivate us to accelerate the transition to clean energy,” he said.
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"Loosening environmental regulations or pulling back clean energy investment will
not lower energy prices for families. But transforming our economy to run on electric
vehicles powered by clean energy with tax credits to help American families winterize
their homes and use less energy, that will."

White House press secretary Jen Psaki dismissed speculation the public would have
to wait until 2030 for gas price relief. That is when Biden wants half of new passenger
vehicles to emit zero emissions, with plans for all federal government fleet
acquisitions to be held to the same standard by then too.

"That's never been our theory or our belief," Psaki said. "We're engaging with big,
global oil producers around the world to meet that demand. But there are also, as
we've talked about a few times in here, 9,000 unused oil leases that oil companies
could certainly tap into, and we've encouraged them to do that."

Biden has similarly ordered the release of 30 billion Strategic Petroleum Reserve
barrels amid Russia's war on Ukraine.
Jenny Rowland-Shea, deputy director of the Center for American Progress' public
lands project, disputed that drilling would be enough.

"We can't find energy dependence at the bottom of a well, and we can't be energy
independent while we're relying solely on fossil fuels," she said.
"The Biden administration needs to be putting on the gas on the transition that we
know is coming to renewable energy, not stepping on the brake.”

Rowland-Shea believed Biden's goals were still attainable. That is despite his promise
to temporarily pause new federal public lands and water oil and gas lease sales,
which he has been unable to keep because of legal action.

Samantha Gross, Brookings Institution's Energy Security and Climate Initiative
director, recognized there were always going to be "certain people” who will be
"irritated" by Biden's environmental platform, but she contended the green approach
had additional national security boons.

"A more mainstream view is understanding that we need energy now,” Gross said. "If
we are replacing Russian supply with American supply, the American supply is
cleaner.”

For Sasha Mackler, executive director of the Bipartisan Policy Center's
energy project, Biden was not preventing private companies from extracting more oil,
but that did not mean they could increase their production so soon after the
pandemic.

"It's related to the time frames that are necessary to get more rigs in the ground, get
more oil wells drilled, and get more oil flowing," he said. "It requires capital, it
requires labor. It's a supply chain issue, and it takes about a year to get things started
up.”



"If your best options are to go to Venezuela, and Iran, or Saudi Arabia, to ask for help,
it's revealed that we don't have a lot of near-term tools,” he added, though reports
suggest Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have dodged Biden aide calls.

The White House's priorities have been criticized in the past, despite polling
indicating the public is willing to accept the gas price spike if it assists Ukraine and
punishes Russia.

Biden's climate envoy, John Kerry, went viral on social media earlier this year for
expressing concern the Russia-Ukraine conflict "could have a profound negative
impact” on his agenda.

"You have a war, and obviously you’re going to have massive emissions
consequences to the war," he said. "But equally importantly, you're going to lose
people's focus, you're going to lose certainly big country attention because they will
be diverted.”

Saudi Arabia and UAE leaders turn down calls with Biden: Report
Ryan King (Breaking News Reporter) - Washington Examiner

As President Joe Biden prepares to deploy a double-edged sword against Russia with
an oil ban, leaders of the United States's Gulf allies are reportedly giving him the cold
shoulder.

The heads of both Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates declined White House
requests to speak with Biden in recent weeks amid frayed relations stemming from a
variety of factors, including U.S. restraint against Iran and Yemen, according to
the Wall Street Journal.

“There was some expectation of a phone call, but it didn’t happen,“ an official told
the news outlet. ”It was part of turning on the spigot [of Saudi oil].”

Biden announced a U.S. ban on oil and natural gas imports from Russia on Tuesday
to strike at "the main artery of Russia’s economy” as punishment for Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.

The move is expected to bruise the U.S. economy as well and propel soaring gas
prices even higher. One way this could be countered is if top oil producers such as the
Saudi-led OPEC ramp up oil production.

Relations between the U.S. and Saudi Arabia have been strained in recent years.
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is facing multiple lawsuits in the U.S.,
including in connection to the killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in 2018.

Additionally, both Saudi Arabia and the UAE have expressed concerns about U.S.
attempts to revive the Iran nuclear agreement.
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Biden held a call with Mohammed’s father, King Salman, on Feb. 9, and a planned
call with the UAE’s Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan will be rescheduled, per
the report.

Biden's advisers are also mulling over potential plans for a Biden trip to Saudi Arabia
in the spring in an effort to mend relations, Axios reported. White House press
secretary Jen Psaki said there are currently no plans for that visit.

The Biden administration has been trying to get Saudi Arabia to produce more oil for
weeks. Last month, two State Department officials visited the country in an attempt to
get the oil-rich nation to increase its oil output.

Both Saudi Arabia and the UAE voted to condemn Russia at the United Nations last
week for its invasion of Ukraine. But OPEC officials have expressed skepticism at
their ability to compensate for Russian oil.

"There is no capacity in the world that could replace 7 million barrels per day,” said
OPEC chief Mohammed Barkindo, according to Business Insider.

The U.S. is currently the world's largest oil producer, followed by Saudi Arabia and
Russia, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. About 3% of total
U.S. crude oil imports come from Russia, according to the American Fuel and
Petrochemical Manufacturers trade association.

The European Union, which is also seeking to levy economic penalties against Russia,
relies on Russia for about 45% of its gas. Some analysts, such as CNN's Fareed
Zakaria, have suggested the U.S. could fill the void of Russian oil by reducing
sanctions on Venezuela and Iran.
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However, that idea has been met with skepticism in Congress. Members of both major
political parties have called on the U.S. to increase its own domestic oil production to
compensate for Russia's oil. Industry experts have cautioned that it will take time for
the U.S. to boost its oil output.

Saudi, UAE leaders ignore Biden when he calls to talk gas prices: report
Steven Nelson - New York Post

The leaders of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates would not come to the
phone when President Biden tried to call them to discuss boosting oil exports to offset
price hikes linked to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, according to a report.

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and the UAE Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed al Nahyan declined Biden’s attempted outreach, the Wall Street Journal
reported Tuesday.

“There was some expectation of a phone call, but it didn’t happen,“ a US official told
the newspaper. ”It was part of turning on the spigot [of Saudi oil].”

Biden on Tuesday morning banned Russian oil imports and said gasoline prices
would increase even more after hitting an all-time high of $4.17 per gallon on
average.

President Biden banned Russian oil imports on March 8, 2022.REUTERS/Jonathan
Ernst

Although Biden recently released some oil from the US strategic reserve, he told
reporters Tuesday afternoon that he “can’t do much right now” to stop gas prices
from increasing.
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Biden is attempting to woo an array of oil-producing autocracies — including Iran,
Saudi Arabia and Venezuela — to offset the impact of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on
energy markets.

Biden reportedly is considering a trip to Saudi Arabia this spring to resolve hard
feelings with bin Salman, the country’s de facto ruler, who the US intelligence
community believes ordered the 2018 operation that dismembered Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi with a bone saw.

US intelligence believes Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman order the killing
of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi.REUTERS/File Photo

US diplomats, meanwhile, are working to broker a new nuclear deal with Iran in
exchange for sanctions relief and other diplomats were dispatched to Caracas to
smooth over a rift with Venezuela’s socialist strongman Nicolas Maduro, who the US
government does not recognize as the country’s legitimate ruler.

Before Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, Biden hosted at the White House the
leaders of various natural gas producers, including Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas
Gahr Store and emir of Qatar Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, whose supplies were
needed to offset a potential shortage of natural gas in Europe.

But Biden has faced a harder sell with oil producers as he fends off Republican
accusations that his own policies are partially to blame. Biden canceled construction
of the Keystone XL oil pipeline last year and attempted to halt new drilling permits on
public land.
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Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan did not speak to
Biden about a potential oil deal on March 8, 2022, according to a report.Oussama

Lacfer/Ministry of Presidential Affairs/WAM/Handout via REUTERS

Biden signaled a change in tone toward Saudi Arabia after taking office and withdrew
US support for the Saudi-led intervention in Yemen’s civil war. Although he didn’t
sanction the crown prince for Khashoggi’s murder, Biden largely deals with his
father, 86-year-old King Salman, with whom he spoke on Feb 9.

The UAE is a close ally of Saudi Arabia. In 2020, the UAE became the third Arab
country to recognize Israel under the Trump administration-negotiated Abraham
Accords. Other Arab countries, including Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco, closely
followed suit.

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Ukraine war at 2-week mark: Russians slowed but not stopped
Robert Burns & Lolita C. Balbor - Associated Press (AP)

WASHINGTON (AP) — Two weeks into its war in Ukraine, Russia has achieved less
and struggled more than anticipated at the outset of the biggest land conflict in
Europe since World War II. But the invading force of more than 150,000 troops
retains large and possibly decisive advantages in firepower as they bear down on key
cities.

Moscow's main objective — toppling the Kyiv government and replacing it with
Kremlin-friendly leadership — remains elusive, and its overall offensive has been
slowed by an array of failings, including a lack of coordination between air and
ground forces and an inability to fully dominate Ukraine's skies.

The Pentagon on Tuesday estimated that Russia retains about 95% of the combat
power it has deployed in Ukraine, accounting for weapons and vehicles destroyed or
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made inoperable as well as troops killed and wounded. Those losses, while modest at
first glance, are significant for two weeks of fighting.

Two weeks of war have created a humanitarian crisis in Ukraine that has accelerated
in recent days. The United Nations estimates that 2 million Ukrainians have fled their
country, and the number is expected to grow.

Russia likely has had between 2,000 and 4,000 troops killed thus far, said Lt. Gen.
Scott Berrier, director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, adding that his agency has
“low confidence” in its estimate.

With no sign of Russian President Vladimir Putin backing away, the war appears
likely to drag on. CIA Director William Burns told a congressional panel Tuesday
that Putin is frustrated and likely to “double down” in Ukraine. He said that could
mean “an ugly next few weeks” as the fighting intensifies.

Whether and how the conflict might expand is a major concern in the West, not least
because Putin has said he will not tolerate unlimited U.S. or NATO arms supplies to
Ukraine.

NATO in turn has warned against the Russian conflict spilling over Ukraine's border
into a NATO country like Poland or Romania. Poland on Tuesday offered to transfer
MiG-29 fighter jets to U.S. control at an air base in Germany, presumably leaving to
Washington the question of whether and how to get the planes to Ukraine.

The Pentagon quickly shot down the idea, calling it untenable in light of Ukraine's
contested airspace.

Some worry that a frustrated Putin could escalate the conflict in dangerous ways. A
few days into the war, he invoked the prospect of nuclear war by announcing he had
put his nuclear forces on heightened alert, although U.S. officials detected no
threatening changes in Russia's nuclear posture.

“As he weighs an escalation of the conflict, Putin probably still remains confident
that Russia can militarily defeat Ukraine and wants to prevent Western support from
tipping the balance and forcing a conflict with NATO,” Avril Haines, the director of
national intelligence, told Congress on Tuesday.

Although a detailed picture of the unfolding war is difficult to acquire, American and
European officials and analysts say the Russians started slowly and have since been
hobbled by a combination of inadequate planning, flawed tactics and possibly an
erosion of spirit among troops not ready to fight.

On the opening day of the war, the Pentagon estimated that only about one-third of
pre-staged Russian combat forces had entered Ukraine, with the remaining two-thirds
coming in gradually until nearly all were in this week. The Russian troops have made
incremental progress, but their pace has been remarkably slow.

“They are having morale problems,” said John Kirby, the Pentagon's chief
spokesman. “They are having supply problems. They are having fuel problems.
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They’re having food problems. They are meeting a very stiff and determined
Ukrainian resistance. And we still maintain that they are several days behind what
they probably thought they were going to be in terms of their progress.”

Kirby said the Pentagon believes that the Russians' slow pace of advance by ground
troops has prompted them to make greater use of rockets, artillery and other
long-range weapons, including in urban areas. That has resulted in more civilian
casualties, he said.

“We think it’s because, again, they have not been able to make up for the lost time
that they continue to suffer from on the ground in terms of the advancement of ground
forces,” Kirby said.

After staging more than 150,000 troops on Ukraine's borders, the Russians launched
their invasion Feb. 24, pressing south toward Kyiv from points in southern Belarus
and Russia; toward Kharkiv, the largest city in eastern Ukraine, and north from the
Crimean peninsula, which Russia has occupied since 2014.

Ukrainians mounted a fiercer resistance than Putin likely expected, even as Russian
missile and rocket attacks on cities have caused civilian casualties, damaged and
destroyed civilian infrastructure and triggered an accelerating exodus of refugees
seeking safety in Poland and beyond.

Jens Stoltenberg, the NATO secretary-general, said Friday that Russia may have
underestimated the degree to which Ukraine's armed forces had improved since 2014
as a result of U.S. and NATO training.
“And this is the reason why they are able to push back" as effectively as they have,
Stoltenberg said.

Philip Breedlove, a retired Air Force general who was NATO's top commander in
Europe from 2013 to 2016, said that although Russian forces are far behind schedule,
he believes they are capable of eventually taking Kyiv.

“Unless there is a big operational-level change, they have enough of what I call slow,
steady momentum that if they can stand the losses it will give them, they will
eventually accomplish that objective,” he said. That raises questions about a Russian
occupation and the potential for an insurgency.

Breedlove said the Russian offensive in southern Ukraine has been less bogged down
than in the north and is designed to establish a “land bridge” between the
southeastern Donbas region to the Crimean peninsula and west to the Black Sea port
city of Odesa, which would make Ukraine a landlocked country.

Biden Concedes Administration ‘Can’t Do Much’ about Record-High Gas Prices
National Review
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President Joe Biden announces new actions against Russia for its war in Ukraine
during remarks in the Roosevelt Room at the White House in Washington, D.C.,

March 8, 2022. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)

President Biden conceded that his administration is not able to strongly influence
rising gas prices, in comments to reporters on Tuesday.

“They’re gonna go up,” Biden said of gas prices after landing for a visit in Fort
Worth, Texas. The average price of a gallon of gas hit a 14-year high of $4.009 on
Sunday, according to AAA.

“Can’t do much right now,” Biden said when asked what he can do about the
situation. “Russia is responsible.”

Biden’s remarks come hours after he announced a U.S. ban on Russian energy
imports including oil, liquefied natural gas, and coal. The ban comes amid Russia’s
ongoing invasion of Ukraine.

“The decision today is not without cost here at home. Putin’s war is already hurting
American families at the gas pump,” Biden said on Tuesday morning. T

he president added that he is doing “everything I can to minimize Putin’s price hike
here at home,” including releasing oil from the strategic reserves of the U.S. and
allies.

About 8 percent of all oil and petroleum imports to the U.S. in 2021 came from
Russia, according to the Energy Information Administration.

The Biden administration was initially hesitant to block Russian oil imports, with
White House press secretary Jen Psaki saying last week that “reducing the global
supply of energy” would “raise prices at the gas pump for the American people.”

However, the administration faced pressure from both parties in Congress over an
import ban, according to reports from Fox News and Bloomberg.
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Republicans and some Democrats, such as Senator Joe Manchin (D., W. Va.), have
called to increase domestic oil production to offset the losses from a ban on Russian
imports.

Republicans in particular have castigated the Biden administration over policies
including opposition to new oil production leases on federal lands and the
cancellation of the Keystone XL pipeline, which would have expanded imports from
Canada.

“It’s simply not true that my administration or policies are holding back domestic
energy production,” Biden said during the Tuesday morning announcement.

Biden said just 10 percent of oil drilling in the U.S. occurs on federal land, and that
there are at least 9,000 “permits to drill now” that oil companies aren’t using.

However, oil companies can face regulatory requirements such as safety and
environmental inspections that significantly delay the start of drilling, a fact check
by The National Desk noted. Companies are also facing a labor shortage and
supply-chain issues, CNN has reported.

America Is the World’s Largest Oil Producer. So Why Is Losing Russia’s Oil Such
a Big Deal?
The Atlantic

The U.S. might be “energy independent,” but it still can’t control production.

Bartek Sadowski / Bloomberg / Getty

In December, in a ballet of global logistics, more than 30 tankers ferrying liquid
natural gas from the United States to various destinations around the globe—Japan,
Brazil, South Africa—canceled their trips and set a new course for the European
Union. On the days they pulled into port, the U.S. supplied more natural gas to
Europe than Russia did.
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This represented more than a minor milestone in global energy history. As recently as
the mid-2000s, energy companies fretted that the U.S. would soon run out of natural
gas.

Now, thanks to the U.S.-invented technology of hydrofracturing, or fracking, the
country produces more gas than it can consume. “As in World War II and other crises,
America has Europe’s back,” Mike Sommers, the chief executive of the American
Petroleum Institute, wrote last week.
(The institute, despite its scholastic name, is Washington’s leading lobbyist for the
oil-and-gas industry.)

Or … does it? Upon closer inspection, the fleet demonstrated not the raw power of
American industry, but the inescapable supremacy of the market. The ships, after all,
did not change course because the State Department had requisitioned the gas. The
freedom-loving people of Houston had not donated gas to their Lithuanian kin.

No, the tankers’ journey to Europe was choreographed by the same force that every
year sends cardiologists to Florida: abundant and profligate demand.

In late December, European natural-gas prices stood at then-record highs. So the
ships went. If they had been carrying Qatari gas, they would have gone all the same.

The episode reveals the power—and problems—of a vision that has guided U.S.
energy policy for nearly 50 years. In 1973, President Richard Nixon announced
Project Independence, a campaign to wean America off foreign oil by 1980.

The project failed, but since then every president from Ronald Reagan to Barack
Obama has aimed for “energy independence.” (Donald Trump, with characteristic
flair, modulated this to “energy dominance.”)

If the U.S. produced its own fossil fuels, the thinking went, then it would be protected
from faraway wars and crises. Perhaps it could even abandon its costly military bases
in the Middle East.

Since 2018, the United States has been the world’s largest producer of oil and natural
gas. On paper, “we are energy independent,” John Hess, the CEO of Hess, said
yesterday at CERAWeek, the energy industry’s annual conference.

But what a funny kind of independence it is. As he spoke, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine pushed U.S. gas prices to more than $4.10 a gallon, setting a new all-time
high.

Energy independence has neither insulated the economy from geopolitics nor
provided the U.S. with more industrial capacity in an emergency. It certainly hasn’t
helped slow down climate change.

Energy independence was not, let it be said, an altogether terrible idea. It was, like,
fine. When oil prices leap worldwide, major oil-producing countries such as Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates are able to insulate their citizens from the shock.
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For geological and political reasons, they maintain some spare capacity, that is,
oil-pumping capacity that can be turned on and off within six months. They consider
fossil-fuel production to be a question of national security, and they regulate it as
such.

The United States does not take this approach to its fossil fuels. The federal
government does not claim any right to the oil or gas under private land. It has no
policy tool to quickly increase or decrease drilling.

During the first half of the 20th century, when America truly dominated the global oil
industry, one government in the United States actually was able to set prices at the
global level in the same way that the OPEC Plus cartel does today. But this happened,
remarkably, at the state level. The Texas Railroad Commission opened and closed the
state’s formidable taps.

Texas’s easy-to-reach resources have since dried up, so the commission no longer
plays its price-setting role. Now Texas oil comes from modern horizontal fracking
wells, which take six to eight months to produce their first drop of oil.

That means, under the U.S. oil industry as it exists today, there is no way to spin up
new oil production in a few weeks or months. But more important, it means that U.S.
oil companies have developed the opposite of independence.

Since Congress lifted the ban on oil exports in 2015, all American-drilled oil and
some of our natural gas have been priced on the international market. Global market
forces, not our abundance of domestic fossil fuels, set the price of oil and gasoline in
the United States.

This has exposed every fracking company to the volatility of the global oil market.
Twice over the past decade, oil prices surged enough that frackers responded by
drilling more wells and putting more oil on the global market. Each time, they drilled
so much oil that prices crashed again, ruining their investment and driving a wave of
consolidation in the industry.

By far the worst of these bust cycles happened during the pandemic. Today, the U.S.
fracking industry, which used to comprise hundreds of firms, has been whittled down
to several dozen companies.

The industry, which has twice betrayed its investors, now has financial PTSD.
Fracking companies are so worried about shanking their investors that they have
barely drilled new wells as prices have climbed. (Last week, as Russian oil fell off the
global market, the number of fracking wells in the U.S. actually went down.)

This new “capital discipline” has turned the industry into something of a cartel. Scott
Sheffield, the head of Pioneer Natural Resources, the country’s biggest shale
company, declared last year that no fracking company would drill a new well even if
the price of oil went above $100 a barrel—which it has.

“All the shareholders that I’ve talked to said that if anybody goes back to growth,
they will punish those companies,” he said.
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This means that although America may be “energy independent” on paper, American
consumers have won no benefits from this independence, and American officials
cannot assert this independence in any meaningful way. Market dynamics, not
overzealous regulations, have imprisoned the industry.

That hasn’t stopped lobbyists from pretending otherwise. The American Petroleum
Institute recently sent a policy wish list to the Department of Energy. The letter chides
the White House for pursuing “false solutions” to the country’s high energy prices.

It asks, for instance, that the Biden administration speed up several regulatory
processes, such as a new five-year offshore-leasing plan. It implies that the
government should loosen certain environmental regulations.

Many of these ideas wouldn’t start to affect the oil market for several years. The API
makes no estimate of how many thousands of barrels a day its members would
produce, nor does it promise that these ideas would fill the gap left by Russian
producers.

It doesn’t have to be this way. There have been strategic benefits from the surge of
domestic oil and gas production, of course. But they have been small. As the
European liquid-natural-gas example shows, the most straightforward one is that
there is simply more oil and natural gas on the market than there used to be.

This means that Europe can obtain new natural gas for itself in an emergency. But
it’s not clear that American interests are better off in a world where the U.S.,
specifically, has provided that production than in a world where Canada or some
other country, such as Italy, has.

At the same time, the surge in U.S. oil production has helped weaken the country’s
strategic position. When gas is cheap, people tend to buy bigger, less fuel-efficient
cars. And on a historical basis, gas was very cheap from 2014 to 2021. That means
oil demand is now high and feeding Russian coffers at the exact moment when U.S.
national-security and climate objectives require it to start going down.

Beyond that, America’s new energy power has complicated its relationship with Saudi
Arabia and even Germany, helping both countries grow closer to Russia in their own
way.

The government can fix this. It can take a more direct role in stabilizing output,
insulating the industry from the vagaries of a global market. If the world is becoming
a more dangerous place, then the U.S. must treat its oil-and-gas industry as the
geopolitical asset that it is.

It can also shelter the industry from the more volatile and disorderly energy market
that decarbonization and the global transition to renewable will bring. According to a
new memo by Employ America, a center-left think tank, the Biden administration
could accomplish these goals in a matter of months—using three existing legal
tools—while protecting American consumers from Vladimir Putin’s oil-fueled
economic aggression.
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Its first tool for doing so is the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, a stockpile of crude oil
under the federal government’s control. Since November, Joe Biden has twice sold off
barrels from the reserve in order to lower oil prices. But as economists never hesitate
to point out, this is a stop-gap measure that does not permanently increase production
and that has no long-term effect on prices. The government can use the SPR more
robustly to affect the underlying causes of instability in the oil market.

If oil prices tumble below about $60 a barrel, then most U.S. fracking projects no
longer pencil out. That means oil companies wouldn’t be able to deliver a consistent
profit to their investors. The government can use the SPR to change this behavior,
Employ America argues.

It could start by pledging to buy oil at or above a consistent price for the next few
years. Under the law, the government can also conduct exchanges, where it sells oil
from the reserve and promises to buy it back later. This would lower oil prices today
and encourage production in the future, especially if the White House said that it
would buy oil only from new domestic wells.

The second tool is the Exchange Stabilization Fund, a financing authority controlled
by the Treasury Department. Although the fund is designed for stabilizing exchange
rates, it can be used broadly. Today, the Treasury Department could use the fund to
help fracking companies secure the financing that they need to produce more oil.

The final tool is the Defense Production Act, a Korean War–era law that allows the
government to stabilize supply chains during moments of national crisis. During the
pandemic, the law was used to shore up the country’s COVID-19 tests and vaccines,
as well as other medical supplies.

Now it can ensure that the raw materials used for fracking—steel pipe, high-quality
sand, and perhaps even labor—are available at a fair price to the industry. (Sheffield,
the Pioneer CEO, has said that shortages of sand and fracking rigs explain some of
the industry’s reluctance to drill.)

In the near term, the economy’s hunger for oil and gas is inelastic. In the long term,
that demand must be cut as quickly as possible. Oil-market stabilization cannot be the
United States’ only response to the Ukraine crisis. That means Congress must pass
energy and climate provisions to encourage low-carbon electricity production.

But it also means the Biden administration should use similar tools to add excess
capacity to other energy supply chains. That entails using the Defense Production Act
to ensure that Western firms can ramp up electric-vehicle, renewables, and
heat-pump production as quickly as possible.

But it also means providing low-cost financing to companies committed to
decarbonization, and making batteries available so as to reduce demand for backup
diesel generators.

The market needs a constant price signal in order to move away from fossil fuels, but
for now it is receiving a bewildering pattern of shrieks and coos. But a deal is
possible here, because neither the renewables industry nor the oil industry knows
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which future it should plan for. Nobody knows the trajectory that oil demand will
follow over the next few decades. By providing some certainty for that forecast, the
Biden administration can help the oil industry plan for a future with less oil
consumption.

It’s worth adding, too, that the climate consequences of increasing domestic oil
production are not as bad as those from other forms of fossil-fuel production.

One of the benefits of fracking is that it is “short-cycle production,” in industry
parlance: Most fracking wells produce most of their oil in the first few years of their
life. Unlike a major new deep-water project in the Gulf of Mexico, which would churn
out oil for decades to come, fracking’s damage would be more limited to the 2020s.

Energy independence was not an awful goal. But true independence cannot be
achieved by the market alone. The U.S. ensures that its food supply, timberlands, and
water quality are not administered solely by the market. That same philosophy can
apply to two of its most important natural resources: its fossil fuels and its climate.

The first goal can be achieved through more aggressive management of the industry;
the second, by a phaseout of fossil fuels altogether. Only through such stewardship
can the United States secure the true dividends of prosperity and freedom.

One of world's deadliest snipers leaves home in Canada to fight in Ukraine: 'I have
to help'
'They were so happy to have us,' the former Canadian soldier said of Ukrainians
welcoming him
Emma Colton - Fox News

A former Canadian soldier known as one of the world’s deadliest snipers arrived to
Ukraine to help the nation defend itself from Russia.
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"I want to help them. It's as simple as that,” the Canadian man, only identified as
Wali to protect his family’s safety, told CBC. "I have to help because there are people
here being bombarded just because they want to be European and not Russian.”

Wali is a former sniper with the Royal Canadian 22nd Regiment who previously
fought in the Afghanistan War. He has a kill distance of over two miles, according to
the Mirror, and is known as one of the world’s most deadly snipers.

He crossed into Ukraine on March 1 along with three other former Canadian soldiers
after Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called on foreigners to join the war
against Russia’s invasion.

"They were so happy to have us,” Wali told the CBC of the people who greeted the
former soldiers with hugs as they entered Ukraine. "It's like we were friends right
away."

Wali, 40, has a young family and works as a civilian computer programmer. He said
the "hardest part" of making the decision to join the war was missing his son’s first
birthday.
"A week ago, I was still programming stuff," he said. "Now I’m grabbing anti-tank
missiles in a warehouse to kill real people. … That’s my reality right now.”

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said earlier this week that more than
20,000 people across dozens of countries have traveled to Ukraine to fight.

A member of Ukraine's Territorial Defense Forces participates in a drill (Photographer:
Ethan Swope/Bloomberg via Getty Images)
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Members of Ukraine's Territorial Defense Forces. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky) (AP
Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)

Members of Ukraine's Territorial Defense Forces, volunteer military units of the Armed
Forces, train in a city park in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Saturday. (AP/Efrem Lukatsky)



A U.S. instructor trains Ukrainian soldiers for the use of M141 Bunker Defeat
Munition (SMAW-D) missiles at the Yavoriv military training ground, close to Lviv,
western Ukraine, on Sunday. (AP/Ukrainian Defense Ministry Press Service)

Russia first invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, and the two nations have been battling since.
The UN estimates that more than 2 million Ukrainians have fled the nation to
neighboring countries.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights said Tuesday
that 474 civilians have been killed in Ukraine since the start of the invasion, while
861 are confirmed injured. The office estimated the figures are actually higher.

Local residents work among remains of a residential building destroyed by shelling,
as Russia's invasion of Ukraine continues, in Zhytomyr, Ukraine March 2,

2022. (REUTERS/Viacheslav Ratynskyi)



This video footage and images show State Emergency Service of Ukraine workers on
Wednesday tackling devastation and rescuing those caught in missile strikes on

administration buildings in Central Kharkiv overnight on Tuesday (01March2022).
As of early Wednesday afternoon, officials claimed 10 people had been rescued from
under collapsed buildings. They stated that 4 people had been killed, and 9 injured.
Among the buildings hit were the City Council building, and Palace of Labor building.
In the videos are Eugene Vasylenko, the head of the State Emergency Service of
Ukraine’s press service for the Kharkiv region. The city of Kharkiv, Ukraine's
second largest, is facing increased bombardment from Russian troops as it tries to
hold out against President Vladimir Putin's widely condemned invasion of Ukraine.

Where: Kharkiv, Kharkiv Oblast, Ukraine When: 02 Mar 2022 Credit: State
Emergency Service of Ukraine/Cover Images (State Emergency Service of

Ukraine/Cover Images)

An area near the National University after shelling in Kharkiv, Ukraine, in this
handout picture released March 2, 2022. (Press service of the Ukrainian State

Emergency Service/Handout via REUTERS )



Ukrainian soldiers take part in an exercise for the use of NLAW anti-tank missiles at
the Yavoriv military training ground, close to Lviv, western Ukraine, Friday, Jan. 28,
2022. The Russian invasion of Ukraine is the largest conflict that Europe has seen
since World War II, with Russia conducting a multi-pronged offensive across the
country. The Russian military has pummeled wide areas in Ukraine with air strikes
and has conducted massive rocket and artillery bombardment resulting in massive

casualties. (AP Photo/Pavlo Palamarchuk, File) (AP)

Destroyed buildings are seen on March 03, 2022 in Irpin, Ukraine. (Photo by Chris
McGrath/Getty Images)



Damage is pictured after shelling by Russian troops of central Kharkiv, northeastern
Ukraine. (Photo credit should read Vyacheslav Madiyevskyy/ Ukrinform/Future

Publishing via Getty Images)



Ukraine's Chernobyl nuclear power plant disconnected from power grid, sparking
fear of radiation leaks
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister demanding Russians agree to cease-fire to
restore Chernobyl plant's power supply
Danielle Wallace - Fox News

The Chernobyl plant in Ukraine is disconnected from the grid due to damage inflicted
by Russian occupying forces, sparking concerns of radioactive contamination if the
cooling of spent nuclear fuel stops.

The 750 kV Chernobyl-Kyiv high-voltage line is currently disconnected "due to
damage by the occupiers,” Energoatom, or the state-run National Nuclear Energy
Generating Company of Ukraine, said Wednesday. The Chernobyl station and all
nuclear facilities of the Exclusion Zone are without electricity.

The regulator explained that there are about 20,000 spent fuel assemblies stored at
the facility that require constant cooling. Without electricity to cool the pumps, the
temperature in the holding pools will increase, prompting the release of radioactive
substances into the environment.

"The only electrical grid supplying the Chornobyl NPP and all its nuclear facilities
occupied by Russian army is damaged," Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro
Kuleba tweeted Wednesday. "CNPP lost all electric supply. I call on the
international community to urgently demand Russia to cease fire and allow repair
units to restore power supply.”

"Reserve diesel generators have a 48-hour capacity to power the Chornobyl NPP," he
added. "After that, cooling systems of the storage facility for spent nuclear fuel will
stop, making radiation leaks imminent. Putin’s barbaric war puts entire Europe in
danger. He must stop it immediately!”
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Wind can transfer the radioactive cloud to other regions of Ukraine, Belarus, Russia
and Europe, according to Energoatom. Ventilation at the facility also won’t function
without electricity, so some 210 captured technical personnel and guards who have
been working to maintain the facility since Russian forces took control of the site two
weeks ago risk exposure to radiation.

Ukrainian National Guard, Armed Forces, special operations units exercise as they
simulate a crisis situation in an urban settlement, in the abandoned city of Pripyat

near the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, Ukraine, Feb. 4, 2022. Russia’s attack on a
nuclear power plant in Ukraine has revived the fears of people across Europe who
remember the 1986 Chernobyl disaster. (AP Photo/Mykola Tymchenko, File)

Chernobyl Nuclear power plant 2019 under blue sky (iStock)
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Ukrainian National Guard, Armed Forces, special operations units exercise as they
simulate a crisis situation in an urban settlement, in the abandoned city of Pripyat

near the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, Ukraine, Feb. 4, 2022. Russia’s attack on a
nuclear power plant in Ukraine has revived the fears of people across Europe who
remember the 1986 Chernobyl disaster. (AP Photo/Mykola Tymchenko, File)

A satellite image with overlaid graphics shows military vehicles alongside Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Plant in Chernobyl, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2022. (Reuters)

The fire extinguishing system is down, posing a dangerous risk if missiles were to
strike the plant. Fighting is currently underway, making it impossible to carry out
repairs and restore power, Energoatom said. The city of Slavutych is also without
electricity.



The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said Ukraine informed them of the
power loss at Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, and Director General Rafael Mariano
Grossi said the development violated a key safety pillar on ensuring uninterrupted
power supply. As of now, the IAEA does not see a critical impact on safety.

The IAEA had warned Tuesday that the same shift has been on duty at the Chernobyl
NPP since the day before the Russian military entered the site of the 1986 accident on
Feb. 24, meaning staff have in effect been living there for the past two weeks.

Grossi has repeatedly stressed that staff operating nuclear facilities must be able to
rest and work in regular shifts, stating this is crucial for overall nuclear safety, the
IAEE said. Their capacity to make decisions "free of undue pressure is among the
seven indispensable pillars of nuclear safety and security” he outlined at a meeting of
the IAEA’s Board of Governors on March 2.

"I’m deeply concerned about the difficult and stressful situation facing staff at
the Chornobyl nuclear power plant and the potential risks this entails for nuclear
safety,” Grossi said in a statement. "I call on the forces in effective control of the site
to urgently facilitate the safe rotation of personnel there.”

Regarding the status of Ukraine’s operational nuclear power plants, the regulator
said eight of the country’s 15 reactors were operating, including two at the
Zaporizhzhya NPP controlled since last week by Russian forces, and that the plants’
personnel were working in shifts.

Former press secretary to Ukrainian president says it would be 'tragedy' if Kamala
Harris becomes president
Iuliia Mendel's criticism came as Harris ripped over awkward press conference
with Polish president
Brandon Gillespie - Fox News

The former press secretary to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy isn't holding
back when it comes to her not so cozy feelings toward Vice President Kamala Harris.
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"It would be a tragedy if this woman won the presidency,” Iuliia Mendel wrote on
Twitter following Harris' Thursday press conference alongside Polish President
Andrzej Duda addressing the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Mendel's tweet was directed at a video posted by another user showing Harris
awkwardly laughing following a question from a reporter about Ukrainian refugees.

In the video, Harris and Duda appeared confused about who would answer the
reporter's question, leading to Harris laughing while saying, "A friend in need is a
friend indeed.”

Duda then offered to respond first and began speaking.
Harris was ripped by critics following the exchange, accusing her of looking to Duda
for help answering the question and slamming her for laughing amid the suffering of
Ukrainians at the hands of the Russian military.

Vice President Kamala Harris and former press secretary to Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Iuliia Mendel. (Reuters | Getty Images)

Harris traveled to Poland Wednesday to reinforce that the U.S. is standing firm with
its NATO allies, as well as in a show of support for the alliance's eastern flank amid
the Russian aggression toward Ukraine.

Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 and has continued its assault on a number of
Ukrainian cities, slowly working its way towards Kyiv, the capital city, and across the
southern and eastern regions of the country.
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