The latest News Around Us in Mar #6
Russia shuts itself off from the world's internet
Kali Hays,Graham Rapier, Jake Epstein & Hugh Langley - Business Insider

People wait for trains at a train station as they attempt to evacuate the city on
February 24, 2022 in Kyiv, Ukraine. Pierre Crom/Getty Images)
Russia's tech regulator blocks Facebook claiming "discrimination," lashes out at
Google and TikTok.
"This is a fork in the road in the history of the planet," a former US ambassador to
Russia warned.
Russian media reported that Twitter has been blocked, too. The company is aware of
those reports.
Russia has begun to block or limit access to Western technology platforms, including
Facebook and Twitter, cutting itself and its citizens off from the rest of the world's
internet in drastic fashion as the Ukraine invasion intensifies and criticism increases.
The moves are similar to China's lockdown on internet freedoms in recent years and
it's another blow to the dream of an open, global internet.
"This is a fork in the road in the history of the planet," Michael McFaul, a former US
ambassador to Russia and a director at Stanford's International School, said during a
Friday video call with other experts held by the university.
Roskomnadzor, Russia's tech and communications regulator, said Friday it had fully
blocked access to Facebook, owned by the US tech giant Meta Platforms. The
regulator did not specify if access would also be restricted to Instagram or WhatsApp,
which are also part of Meta.

Twitter throttled and YouTube criticized by Russia
Twitter has been throttled in Russia over the past week, along with Facebook, and on
Friday local Russian media outlets began to report the platform was also blocked by
Roskomnadzor.
The company said it's "aware of reports, but we don't currently see anything
significantly different from what we previously shared that would point to a block."
That was back on February 26, when Twitter said its service was being restricted for
some people in Russia and the company was working to keep its service "safe and
accessible."
YouTube went down in the country recently, sparking speculation that the world's
largest video sharing platform was being blocked or throttled. Between Thursday and
Friday, Roskomnadzor publicly took issue with Google and its YouTube unit, as well
as TikTok, owned by China-based ByteDance.
The regulator said it sent a letter to Google complaining of ads on YouTube allegedly
containing "inaccurate content" with the intent of "misinforming the Russian internet
audience" about the country's invasion of Ukraine. Google responded by stopping all
ads in the region.
TikTok accused of 'discrimination' against Russian media
As for TikTok, Roskomnadzor said the platform removed certain videos from state-run
news site RIA Novosti. Such actions violated "free distribution of information," it said,
noting it had recorded other acts of alleged "discrimination" against Russian media
and public figures by the site.
"We continue to respond to the war in Ukraine with increased safety and security
resources to detect emerging threats and remove harmful misinformation,” a TikTok
spokesperson said in a statement on Friday.
"We also partner with independent fact-checking organizations to support our efforts
to help TikTok remain a safe and authentic place.”
TikTok on Friday also revealed a new "expedited" policy on state-run media. It will
for the first time begin labeling some posts by state run media outlets. A spokesperson
would not comment on its alleged removal of Russian media posts.
Facebook responds
Nick Clegg, Facebook's president of global affairs, said Russia's move to block the
platform served only to ensure that the Russian people were "cut off from reliable
information" and "deprived of their everyday ways of connecting with family and
friends and silenced from speaking out.”
"We will continue to do everything we can to restore services so they remain
available to people to safely and securely express themselves and organize for action,”
he added. Later on Friday, Facebook halted advertising in Russia and stopped
Russian marketers from running its ads anywhere in the world.

In a press release, Roskomnadzor accused Facebook of about two dozen instances of
"discrimination” since 2020. The regulator also cited Facebook's recent decision to
restrict user access to Russian government-backed news outlets such as Sputnik and
Russia Today.
The country's decision to block Facebook comes more than a week after it began
throttling, or making it difficult for users in the country to access the world's largest
social media service. Clegg said at the time it had refused Russia's demands that it
stop fact checking posts about the invasion from state-run media, like RT and Sputnik.
Ukrainian officials have been calling on big tech companies to act against Russia in
recent days.
Russian internet access is under threat in other ways
Russian access to any platforms is likely to worsen, as connectivity to the internet in
the country is starting to be affected amid the invasion. Cogent Communications, a
multinational internet service provider based in Washington, said Friday it was
cutting off its services in Russia, where it is the second largest carrier in the country.
David Schaffer, Cogent's CEO, told The Washington Post he didn't want the company
being used for "outbound cyber attacks or disinformation.”
Russia's move to block Facebook is similar to China's efforts to create its own heavily
censored version of the internet. That effort goes back more than a decade. In 2009,
China blocked Facebook as part of a crackdown on protests and riots at the time. It
blocked Twitter soon far and blocked Google in 2014.
With non-state run sites and information now largely inaccessible, whether it's
blocked, throttled or too difficult to access, McFaul said the issue has moved from
controlling disinformation to "what do we do to promote information inside Russia.”
He suggested to two others on the Stanford call, Yoel Roth, Twitter's head of site
integrity, and Nathaniel Gleicher, Facebook's head of security policy, that a
challenge was before them "to think more proactively about what you can do to
support information.”
A permanent fragmentation
There may be little either platform can do. Alicia Wanless, a director at the Carnegie
Endowment's Partnership for Countering Influence Operations, said getting "total
control over their own information space” is something Russia and China have been
demanding at the United Nations "for a long time.”
"This will essentially create a splintered information ecosystem whereby the West has
no ability to influence other countries at all,” Wanless said. "Democracies have
to…make a response at the UN-level for what the information environment should
actually be with Democratic principles.”
Russia cutting off access to western platforms and tech providers will also mean
corporations the world over, not only in tech, will "have to reassess their activities in

totalitarian states,” according to Alex Stamos, director of Stanford's Internet
Observatory. That means China, too.
"We're going to have to think about how this changes our behavior outside of Russia,”
Stamos said. "China is the clear country and it's much harder to deal with because it's
so much more economically powerful.”

Ukraine's army is using a nimble 'game-changing' drone called The Punisher that
has completed scores of successful missions against the Russians, say reports
Alia Shoaib - Business Insider

The Punisher drone being deployed in Ukraine. UA Dynamics
Ukraine's military uses stealthy Punisher drones that can fly long distances while
remaining undetected.
The "game-changing” drones are operated remotely and can carry 3kg of explosives.
As the battle for Ukraine's skies continues, experts have been surprised by Russia's
lack of air power.
The Ukrainian military is using "game-changing" drones that can carry 3kg of
explosives and hit targets up to 30 miles behind enemy lines, The Times of
London reported.
Eugene Bulatsev, an engineer with the Ukrainian designer UA-Dynamics, told the
outlet that the "game-changing” Punisher drones had completed up to 60
"successful" missions since the Russian invasion began.
"This is the cheapest and easiest way to deliver a punch from a long distance, without
risking civilian lives,” Bulatsev told the newspaper.

The electric drones have a 7.5-foot wingspan and can fly for hours at 1,300ft and
need only the coordinates of their target so they can carry out their mission
automatically, Bulatsev said.
A smaller reconnaissance drone called Spectre flies alongside to identify targets
before the Punisher strikes.
After the fighting started in eastern Ukraine in 2014, a group of veterans launched the
drone-making company, UA-Dynamics, according to an Haaretz report, last month.
"Three-quarters of the company's employees are veterans with experience in special
operations deep in enemy territory,” Maxim Subbotin, a marketing expert and an
unofficial spokesman for UA-Dynamics, told the newspaper.
Bulatsev said that the main targets were stationary, including fuel and ammunition
storage, electronic and counter-electronic warfare stations, and anti-air systems.
Different units in the Ukrainian military are using the drones, but the number of how
many and the locations where the Punisher drones are being deployed is classified,
Bulatsev said.
Bulatsev previously told The Sun that stealthy Punisher drones had been "causing
havoc behind pro-Russian lines on Donbas for years because the enemy has no idea
what has hit them.”
He told the outlet that the drone is relatively small and light and is undetectable to
radars.
"What's more, it can drop three bombs at a time or hit three separate targets then
return to base to be reloaded and sent back into battle within minutes,” Bulatsev told
The Sun.
British defense secretary Ben Wallace told Sky News that Ukraine had stalled Russian
advances partly by carrying out a "very clever plan.”
"We've seen footage we can't verify but we've seen footage of Ukrainians using UAVs
(unmanned aerial vehicles) to attack petrol train convoys, to go after logistical lines,
we've seen lines blown up, all the things you and I think of when it comes to
resistance,” Wallace said.
Along with the Punisher drones, the Ukrainian military is also using around 20 of the
highly-rated Bayraktar TB2 drones from Turkey.
Videos shared by the Ukrainian military last week showed at least one strike from a
TB2 drone appearing to tear apart a column of Russian tanks and armored vehicles.
The drones are deployed as the battle over Ukraine's skies continues following the
Russian military invasion.
A senior US defense official described the airspace as "contested” and "very dynamic”
earlier this week in an off-camera press briefing, despite Russia claiming to have
gained control.

Although Russia was expected to quickly knock out Ukraine's air defense capabilities,
in recent days, Ukraine has claimed to have shot down Russian fighter jets,
helicopters, and even troop transport planes.
Experts have been surprised that Russia has not deployed the full force of its air force,
as was expected.

Zelenskyy appeals to crowds via video at pro-Ukraine rallies across Europe: 'Please
don't be silent'
Cities holding pro-Ukraine rallies included Frankfurt, Prague, Bratislava, Vienna
and Vilnius
Brie Stimson - Fox News
Packed squares and boulevards across Europe sounded like soccer stadiums Friday
as crowds from Paris to Tbilisi, Georgia, cheered Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, who addressed the public gatherings via video.
"Come out and support Ukraine as much as you can," the media-savvy leader, a
former actor who has captured the world's admiration for standing up to Russia as it
continues to attack Ukraine, urged the crowds.

Ralliers held signs protesting the Russian invasion, which enters its 10th day
Saturday. Many waved blue and yellow Ukrainian flags and sang along to anti-war
songs like John Lennon's "Imagine."
Other cities holding rallies included Frankfurt, Prague, Bratislava, Vienna and
Vilnius. Zelenskyy has quickly become a symbol of his country’s resilience and
determination to fight for its sovereignty.

The image of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is seen on a video screen at a
pro-Ukraine rally in Romerberg Square in Frankfurt, Germany, March 4,
2022. (Associated Press)
"If we will fall, you will fall – so please don't be silent, do not turn the blind on eye on
this," he said in the message, in which he pleaded for public support. "If we win, and
I'm sure we'll win, this will be the victory for the whole democratic world.”

People, including Ukrainians, take part in a demonstration of support for Ukraine, in
the center of Tbilisi, Georgia, Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022. (Associated Press)
He said Ukrainians were dying for "protecting your Europe."

"This is our heart, this is the heart of Ukraine, standing together against the evil,” he
added.

A speech by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is streamed live on a big
screen to a crowd outside the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, March 4,
2022. (Getty Images)
Also, Friday Zelenskyy sharply criticized NATO for refusing to implement a no-fly
zone over Ukraine.
"Knowing that new strikes and casualties are inevitable, NATO deliberately decided
not to close the sky over Ukraine,” he said. "All the people who die will die because
of you.”

Thousands of demonstrators gather around the Parliament building in Tbilisi,
Georgia, during a protest against Russia's attacks on Ukraine, March 04, 2022.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addressed the rally in a video
message. (Getty Images)
Meanwhile, in Serbia, protesters rallied in support of Russia after the country
rejected calls from the European Union to sanction the Kremlin, with the government
citing national interests.

People hold a large Russian flag during a rally in support of Russia in Belgrade,
Serbia, Friday, March 4, 2022. (Associated Press)
One of the top contributors to coding language Python lives in Ukraine. Fellow
developers are helping his family escape the war and communicating via Google
Translate.
Rosie Bradbury - Business Insider

People take shelter in a subway station in Kyiv, Ukraine, on February 24,
2022. Valentyn Ogirenko/Reuters
Ukrainian programmer Serhiy Storchaka is one of the top contributors to popular
programming language Python.
Using Google Translate to communicate, Python Software Foundation's resident
developer helped Storchaka's 11 year-old niece escape Ukraine to Warsaw.

Ukraine is a well-established hub for developers, many of whom are military-aged
men.
Ukraine has one of the largest populations of computer programmers in the world.
It's also an important hub for the programming language Python, which underpins
sites such as YouTube, Google search, Facebook, and Amazon.
"People sometimes asked what made Eastern Europeans good at programming. The
typical answer we give is, 'Strict teachers and long winters’. It's only partially a joke,”
said Lukasz Langa, the Python Software Foundation's developer in residence, based
in Poznań, Poland, told Insider.
Python was created in the early 1990s and is now an open-source project maintained
by a foundation and a community of developers. Serhiy Storchaka, a Ukrainian
developer, is the second-most prolific recent contributor to Python and tenth-most
prolific of all time, according to Langa.
Storchaka faced an impossible choice as Russia invaded his country. Like many
young male programmers in Ukraine, he decided to stay. Andrew Svetlov, another
influential Python developer who specializes in asynchronous networking support,
also remains in Ukraine.
Storchaka lives outside of Konotop, a city in northeastern Ukraine which is occupied
by Russian forces. He tweeted on February 26, "Russian tanks were on the road 2km
from my house, and Russian armored vehicles were passing by my windows. Most
likely, I will find myself in the occupied zone, where the law does not apply.”
Svetlov is in Kyiv, where Russian troops have surrounded the city.
Insider was unable to contact Storchaka, but spoke with Langa, who has been in
touch with the two developers.
"Neither of them wanted to leave their country, even in the face of the great risk this
poses for them,” he told Insider.
But as the military crisis worsened on Friday and over the weekend, the Python
developer community rallied to help Storchaka's younger family members.
Communicating with Storchaka's family through Google Translate, Langa managed
to secure temporary housing for Storchaka's niece and best friend, aged 11. They
crossed the border to Poland via bus with their mother, and met Langa, who drove
over 300km to Warsaw to pick up keys and secure basic necessities for the family.
Storchaka isn't a household name outside of the Python programmer community, but
within its ranks, "it's hard to overestimate the impact of Serhiy's contributions,”
Thomas Wouters, the interim general manager of the Python Software Foundation,
told Insider. ’
Python tied with Java as the second-most popular programming languages worldwide
after Javascript in a recent ranking by analyst firm RedMonk. It's projected to
outpace Javascript in user traffic at its current rate of growth, according to Stack
Overflow, a forum for computer programmers.

Storchaka is just one of many Python core developers from Ukraine, and one of many
Ukrainians working in its tech sector. Langa has been encouraging Python
programmers outside of Ukraine to donate to the Red Cross Appeal.
Hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians have fled the country since Russia's invasion on
February 24, causing backlogs and delays at the border. Men aged between 18 and
60 years old are banned from leaving the country.
"It's very hard to build your plans right now,” said Alex Serdiuk, a co-creator of the
startup Respeecher which has around 30 employees, told Insider. He's in a village
near the Moldova border, which he said, "makes me happy, because my wife and kids
can leave Ukraine if they need.” He plans to remain.
"I can't say I'm feeling well,” Langa told Insider. "The situation is very serious. My
family and I are afraid of escalation of the conflict.”

Tankers carrying Russian natural gas to the UK are diverted as British
dockworkers refuse to handle the cargo, reports say
Urooba Jamal - Business Insider

Workers at the Isle of Grain LNG terminal refused to unload cargoes of Russian
gas. DANIEL LEAL/AFP via Getty Images
One tanker was scheduled to dock at the Isle of Grain in southeast England on Friday,
The Guardian reported. Workers at the LNG terminal had warned in advance they
wouldn't process Russian natural gas. Dockers are "determined to show their support
for the Ukrainian people,” a union official said.

British dockworkers have prevented two tankers carrying Russian natural gas from
offloading their cargo in the UK in a protest again Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
according to reports.
Dockworkers at the Isle of Grain liquefied natural gas terminal in southeast England
had insisted that they would not unload cargoes from Russia, The Guardian
newspaper reported on Wednesday. On Thursday, the paper reported that the LNG
tanker Boris Vilkitsky – which was scheduled to tie up at the terminal on Friday – had
been diverted.
A second vessel, the Fedor Litke, has also been diverted, the BBC reported. Both
vessels are sailing under the Cyprus flag, it said.
Speaking ahead of the ships' diversions, Matt Lay, the national officer for energy at
the union representing the Isle of Grain workers, Unison, said: "The workers at the
National Grid terminal don't want to touch the cargo given the tragedy unfolding in
Ukraine.”
"These staff are determined to show their support for the Ukrainian people and
uphold the sanctions imposed against Russia,” he added.
The UK government on March 1 banned vessels with any Russian connection from
docking in the UK, as part of a package of responses to Moscow's decision to send
troops into Ukraine.
A Department of Transport spokesperson told Insider on Friday that the ban applies
to vessels that are owned, operated or managed by Russian entities. Cargoes from
Russia could be processed if they arrive on vessels from other nations, the
spokesperson added.
The Isle of Grain terminal, operated by National Grid, is the largest LNG import
facility in Europe and can accommodate 20% of the UK's LNG delivery capacity.
A spokesperson for National Grid, which operates the Isle of Grain terminal told the
BBC: "In line with government policy, we do not expect any Russian-linked ships to
dock at Grain.”
The company did not immediately respond to Insider's request for comment.
According to the Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit, the UK could spend £6.3
million per day on Russian natural gas this year, generating funds that it warned
could be used to fund Russia's invasion in Ukraine, according to a press release on its
website.
"Although not at the same level of some other European countries, the UK has been
spending billions of pounds on Russian gas that could now be used to fund Putin's
war in Ukraine,” Simon Cran-McGreehin, the ECIU's head analyst said.

Take Action

Elon Musk is doing more than Joe Biden.

Một người lính Ukraine đã chia sẻ trên trang FB hình ảnh con của mình và viết:
"Tạm biệt con trai của tôi ... hy vọng sẽ gặp lại con trong một cuộc sống khác nếu Ba
còn sống sót sau cuộc chiến này”.

Mila Kunis and Ashton Kutcher give update on Ukraine fundraiser
Vladimir Putin’s Goodbye Will Be a Long One
Clara Ferreira Marques - Bloomberg
Russia’s president is in a tight spot, isolated, with his economy crumbling. But this
is only the beginning of the end.
Ask not for whom the bell tolls.

Mikhail Klimentyev/AFP via Getty Images
Vladimir Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine — cutting off his own nation of nearly
150 million and torpedoing its economy in pursuit of a delusion — marks the start of
a final act for Russia’s president. Not yet the end.
Swept up by the charm of Ukraine’s comedian-turned-president, the bravery of the
country’s defenders and the blunders of Russia’s armed forces, some may think that a
miscalculation on this scale will trigger the swift demise of the longest-serving
Russian leader since Josef Stalin.
The unprecedented breadth of sanctions imposed means pain for both oligarchs and
ordinary households, and opposition to the war is emerging from unusual quarters.
We know that dictators are, more often than not, felled by their own mistakes — and
those errors have often been far less consequential than this one.
Nothing is impossible in a crisis of this scale. But for now, the result is less likely to
be an elite coup or popular revolt than it is a dramatic ramping up of repression to
smother critical voices and maintain the illusion of overwhelming popular support. In
fact, this is already under way, in a display of short-term thinking from a system that
is out of options, with no party loyalty or ideology to fall back on and its social pact
in tatters. The question is how long that can last.
Leaving Russia for Morals or Money
Putin still holds the primary instruments of control. For one, that’s a firm grip on
the message that reaches the vast majority of Russians, making it easier to sell the
current cataclysm as an attack on Russia, directing popular anger toward the
West — not the Kremlin.
State television is providing wall-to-wall Putin-friendly coverage, with angry
pundits berating “Nazis” in Ukraine or curated news bulletins that avoid
mentioning a “war” or any Russian losses. In overdrive, Moscow has silenced even
long-tolerated opposition voices like liberal radio station Ekho Moskvy, which has

broadcast for over three decades, and imposed a strict censorship law that has
prompted even Western outlets to suspend work on the ground.
There’s a tight rein on social media, particularly dangerous given how many
families have direct ties to Ukraine, and how loud the voices of soldiers’ mothers can
be. Russians are turning to VPNs and short wave radios — but only some.
Unsurprisingly, there is also zero tolerance for even the most benign,
single-person demonstrations against the war, as the Kremlin is all too aware that
criticism against its “special operation” can rapidly turn against the regime. Since
the invasion began, OVD-Info calculates more than 13,200 people have been
detained, an extraordinary number given the constraints on protest, some for offenses
as minor as hanging a banner.
Putin, a former KGB man, still has the loyalty of the security services and of
a roughly 400,000-strong National Guard, Rosgvardia, which he created six years
ago, reports directly to him and is run by his former bodyguard.
He still controls the upper levels of government too, including the “siloviki” security
service veterans, who are far less united than is often assumed, and intervene
extremely rarely — as in August 1991, at a time of state collapse. Y
es, there have been expressions of discontent among the oligarchs, but this is not the
1990s. In Putin’s Russia, billionaires are recipients of rents, not the power brokers
they once were.
Crucially, Putin has ensured there is no obvious alternative to his leadership, no easy
replacement. Ben Noble at University College London, who studies Russian domestic
politics, points out that it’s by design that there is no modern equivalent of the
politburo, which enabled Nikita Khrushchev to be removed in 1964 — a rare event in
the Soviet Union, and in part because of his mishandling of the Cuban Missile Crisis.
On the battlefront, meanwhile, Russia has deployed only a fraction of its resources.
Its army may be ill-fed, drive poorly maintained vehicles and suffer confusion
about its mission, but it has the weaponry and manpower to keep going, and to inflict
far more damage.
But how long can this continue? There are antiwar — if not quite anti-Putin — voices
from emerging hard-to-silence corners. Usually apolitical celebrities have spoken up,
directly to fans. Regional officials, journalists with state-friendly media, even students
at a prestigious university that trains Russia’s diplomats have signed open
letters. Most crucially, as the economy disintegrates, workers are angry.
Tatiana Stanovaya of R.Politik, a political analysis firm, points to deep resentment
within the Russian elite, now unsure of what to expect for the future. That discontent
is largely silent. Under pressure, however, hairline fractures are appearing. These
are not yet dangerous to Putin’s survival, but the more repression is exercised, the
more fragile the system, and the less able it is to deal with the social strains that will

emerge as state finances fray. And it’s these strains, Stanovaya points out, not foreign
policy, that will ultimately force change.
Russia is, for now, missing the crucial ingredients for the end of the current regime,
says political scientist Lee Morgenbesser at Griffith University in Australia, who
researches authoritarian systems: There’s no transitional leader in the wings, no
mass mobilization.
He points out Putin has little incentive to drive off into the sunset given that any exit
— with all the security and financial guarantees autocrats require — would be
negotiated today from a position of weakness.
But there will be a tipping point, a trigger, he says, that will eventually set off
expressions of already simmering economic and social discontent, on a scale the
Kremlin cannot ignore. As Hosni Mubarak demonstrated in Egypt, it doesn’t take a
lot when the moment comes.
This prospect should spur the West to continue supporting independent media, even in
exile, and open access to information for ordinary citizens. It should prompt only
increases in the economic pressure already crushing Russia. None of this guarantees
democracy — the immediate alternative to Putin is not necessarily a liberal
democratic one — but the priority today is halting the wanton destruction.
Until then, this is a period of darkness. In Ukraine, if Russia continues to meet heavy
resistance, as seems likely, a long period of struggle lies ahead. When I see Kharkiv,
Mariupol, Kyiv, I think of the damage Russia did on its own soil in the southern
breakaway region of Chechnya.
In 1994, Pavel Grachev, then defense minister, vowed he would crush rebels “in a
couple of hours with a single regiment of paratroopers.” He didn’t. By the time I got
there in 2002, there was barely an intact building in the capital Grozny. The
once-busy Minutka Square was a mountain of rubble. People lived in corridors,
because the external walls of their housing blocks had been blown apart.
And it’s gloom for Russia’s isolated, autarkic economy too, its youngest and brightest
leaving fast. In Moscow in the chaos of 1998, for all the despair, there was still
openness, a sense that improvement was possible. That is gone. With no long-term
vision, this regime is able to promise its people only survival, and its willingness to
resolve every problem with a fist.
Russia is now in uncharted territory, controlled and cut off to an unprecedented
extent; few Soviet comparisons are useful. But we know from that history that while
brutal repression is effective as a means of control, it does not — and cannot — last.

Oil prices spike above $120 a barrel; stocks slide as U.S. weighs embargo on
Russian crude
The national average for a gallon of gasoline sits at $4 per gallon, up 40 cents in
the past week.

A gas torch is seen next to the Lukoil company sign at the Filanovskogo oil platform
in the Caspian Sea, Russia October 16, 2018. (Maxim Shemetov/Reuters)
Oil prices spike above $120 a barrel; stocks slide as U.S. weighs embargo on Russian
crude
The national average for a gallon of gasoline sits at $4 per gallon, up 40 cents in the
past week.
A gas torch is seen next to the Lukoil company sign at the Filanovskogo oil platform
in the Caspian Sea, Russia October 16, 2018. (Maxim Shemetov/Reuters)
Oil and gold prices spiked Monday amid fears the United States and its European
allies are weighing whether to ban imports of Russian crude.
Russia and Ukraine are set to return to the negotiating table on Monday as the war
enters its 12th day while Russian forces continue to bombard Ukrainian cities,
deepening the humanitarian crisis there.
International shipping firms are already shying away from Russian crude even in the
absence of rules preventing such purchases. And the White House said Friday it is
weighing a ban on imports of Russian oil, which accounts for about 10 percent of
global supply.
Oil prices reached their highest point in more than a decade on Monday as it
appeared increasingly likely that international sanctions would not spare Russia’s
energy industry.
Brent crude, the international benchmark, was trading up 3.7 percent to $122.50 a
barrel after having swelled past $130. West Texas Intermediate, the U.S. oil
benchmark, was up 1.8 percent, at $117.70.
Against a backdrop of widespread inflation and rising interest rates, many investors
are afraid of further economic shocks tied to fuel prices.

Rising oil prices “are contributing to investors’ concerns that what could have been a
transitory rate of inflation might be sticking around longer than anyone anticipated,”
said Wayne Wicker of MissionSquare retirement. “Growth could be severely
impacted.”
Oil prices have increased more than six-fold since their early-pandemic low point.
Not since the 2008 financial crisis have oil prices been higher.

Fears of a possible energy crisis could portend a volatile week for the stock market.
Prices are likely to continue fluctuating until there is explicit ban from the United
States or Europe, said Raymond James analyst Pavel Molchanov.
And some investors appear to be speculating on the increase in prices; Warren
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway has staked $5 billion in the oil company Occidental
Petroleum, according to an SEC filing.
“The embargo possibility on Russian oil coming from the Beltway is a shot across the
bow move that will put further upward pressure on gas prices and worries about the
ripple impact with inflation and the economy,” said Wedbush managing director Dan
Ives.
Investors appear to be fleeing to safety, Ives said, departing growth opportunities in
favor of safe havens.
The Dow Jones industrial average was down roughly 680 points, or about 2 percent
by noon. The tech-heavy Nasdaq and the broader S&P 500 both dumped 2.3 percent.
Investors flocked to so-called safe haven assets like gold, which jumped almost 1
percent.

Government bonds, another safe haven, were also boosted Monday morning. The
yield on the 10-year Treasury note rose slightly to 1.741 percent. (Bond yields move
inversely to prices)
Cboe’s volatility index, known as Wall Street’s “fear gauge,” jumped 7.9 percent
Monday; it’s climbed almost 100 percent since the beginning of the year.
Global markets also took a hit Monday, with Germany’s DAX and France’s CAC 40
falling 2 percent and 1.3 percent, respectively, and the benchmark Stoxx 600 index
down 0.9 percent. In Hong Kong, the Hang Seng Index tanked 3.9 percent and
Japan’s Nikkei erased 2.9 percent.
The upward march in oil prices has already inflated what drivers in the U.S. pay at
the pump. The national average gas price stood at $4 per gallon Monday morning, up
40 cents over the past week.
U. S. officials are looking for ways to take the pressure off global energy markets,
although analysts warn there is no supplier that could easily supplant Russia.
Negotiators from the U.S., Russia and China have been working on a renewed Iran
nuclear deal that could return Iranian crude oil to the markets. And a group of senior
U.S. officials flew to Venezuela on Saturday to discuss that nation’s oil exports, The
Washington Post reported.

A-10 pilots explain why stopping Russia's 40-mile convoy near Kyiv would be a very
dangerous mission
Tom Demerly (The Aviationist) - Business Insider

Satellite imagery of a 40-mile Russian military convoy north of Kyiv. Satellite image
©2022 Maxar Technologies
A miles-long convoy of Russian military vehicles heading toward Ukraine's capital
has made headlines and become a target. But stopping the Russians outside of Kyiv
would be a very dangerous mission, US A-10 pilots say.

In every war, some images become iconic. So far in the Ukrainian war, the MAXAR
satellite photos of Russian vehicles lined up for "40 miles” along the PO2, T1019 and
T1011 highways north of the Hostomel Airport outside the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv
have made headlines around the world.
The photos of highways clogged with Russian invasion forces have prompted
armchair experts on social media to post memes of the A-10 Warthog with
"BRRRRRRT!" scrawled across them.
The Facebook "experts" suggest a few A-10s could just roll in and use their GAU-8
30 mm cannons and AGM-65 Maverick missiles to decimate the Russian vehicle
column. "That's what I told my wife!" one of the posts read.
But according to current A-10 pilots, there's only one problem, "It's not that easy," An
Air National Guard A-10C Thunderbolt II pilot told TheAviationist.com. "It has to be
a pretty permissive environment for us to just roll in and do a gun run. That doesn't
happen much anymore.”
Even before the Russians crossed the border into Ukraine, defense and aerospace
analyst David Axe wrote in Forbes magazine that, "If Russia invades Ukraine, its
front-line air-defenses will be the most dangerous in the world.”

US Air Force
Axe went on to say in his January 10, 2022, article, "If that Russian army rolls in, a
whole lot of additional MANPADS and SAM vehicles will come with it. They,
combined with longer-range SAMs on the Russian side of the border, could force the
Ukrainian army in Donbas to fight without the benefit of any aerial support.”
While some of Axe's analysis hasn't been entirely accurate — the Ukrainians have
gotten some combat aircraft in the air — they have already suffered the loss of one of
their most celebrated combat pilots, Col. Oleksandr Oksanchenko, who was shot

down in his Sukhoi by a Russian S-400 Triumph surface-to-air missile (SAM) near
Kyiv on Friday, February 25, 2022.
And even though recent upgrades to A-10C Thunderbolt II have improved its
targeting and communications capabilities, the A-10 was built to fight a very different
war than the one we are seeing now in Ukraine.
The A-10 was originally conceived to offset a massive imbalance in the number of
tanks between the Soviet-backed Warsaw Pact and the NATO alliance.
Strategists anticipated a huge flood of Russian tanks pouring through the Fulda Gap
in Germany. At the height of the Cold War, the A-10 was intended to moderate that
imbalance by providing a dedicated tactical anti-armor asset that could kill Soviet
tanks.
Although the A-10 was heavily armored with a titanium tub surrounding its cockpit,
its prospects for survival even in the Soviet air-defense era were poor due to a
concentration of effective, highly mobile anti-aircraft weapons systems perfected by
Russian suppliers in the real-world testing grounds of the Vietnam War and the many
Arab-Israeli wars.

Armored vehicle post-A-10 close air support USAF
In his 1993 book, "Warthog: Flying the A-10 in the Gulf War,” author William H.
Smallwood wrote about the dangers A-10 Thunderbolt II pilots faced when
performing close air support missions over Iraq:
"I myself figured that, knowing the number and kind of SAMs [surface-to-air missiles]
the Iraqis had, that if we ever went to war, 20% to 25% of us were not coming back.”
Smallwood wrote about one of his experiences in Iraq:
"I rolled in and as I was strafing the target I started taking AAA [Automatic
Anti-Aircraft fire] — heavy AAA. I was diving at about a 60-degree dive angle — and
this was my near-death experience. I saw what appeared to me to be a fireball come
by my canopy. It was either heavy AAA going by or a missile …"

Going back as far as the Vietnam conflict, the Republic F-105 Thunderchief, a
supersonic aircraft designed for high-speed medium- and low-level nuclear strike
missions, suffered withering losses over North Vietnam, a country protected by a
Soviet-designed air-defense network.
According to researcher Rebecca Grant of AirForceMag.com, "The cumulative totals
were shocking: The Air Force lost 40 percent of its total production of F-105s to
combat in Vietnam." And it was nearly as bad for the iconic F-4 Phantom II. Grant
writes, "Approximately one out of every eight F-4s ever built by McDonnell Douglas
— for all services — was destroyed in Vietnam.”

An A-10 fires rockets during a firepower demonstration at the Nevada Test and
Training Range September 14, 2007. Getty
And remember, these losses were to early Soviet bloc air-defense systems supplied to
the North Vietnamese and almost always crewed by North Vietnamese, although
intelligence suggested Soviet "advisors" also played an active role in the air defense
of North Vietnam.
In the post-Vietnam era, US strike doctrine improved exponentially with the
introduction of "stealth" or low radar observability when the F-117 Night Hawk, the
"stealth fighter," was introduced. For a decade, the F-117 "stealth fighter" operated
with near-impunity against sophisticated Soviet-bloc air defenses during precision,
low-observable strikes.
In December, 1989, during Operation Just Cause in Panama, US F-117s dropped
laser-guided bombs next to a Panamanian barracks as a diversionary strike. And in
the F-117's greatest performance on January 17, 1991, the stealth fighter brought
"shock and awe" to downtown Baghdad, Iraq, in the opening hours of Operation
Desert Storm.
But even this temporary immunity to Soviet-designed air defense systems was fleeting.
On March 27, 1999, the Yugoslav 3rd Battalion of the 250th Air Defense Missile
Brigade shot down a USAF F-117 Nighthawk with an S-125 Neva/Pechora
surface-to-air missile (SAM) outside Budanovci, Serbia in Yugoslavia. Russian
air-defense

e doctrine had achieved parity with US stealth technology.
It's important to understand that the A-10 Thunderbolt II first flew a half-century ago
in early 1972. It wasn't until almost a decade later in 1981 that the F-117 flew for the
first time.

A P-47 Thunderbolt at The American Air Museum in eastern England, March 16,
2016. Thomson Reuters
In fact, it could be argued that the Republic A-10 Thunderbolt II actually has more in
common with its WWII namesake, the propeller-driven Republic P-47 Thunderbolt,
than it does with the current low-observable F-35 Lightning II that can strike a
vehicle column with impunity from a distance using precision stand-off weapons.
And while the cost of hitting a $10,000-20,000 USD Russian truck with a
$25,000-plus precision guided JDAM (Joint Direct Attack Munition) seems high,

remember, it costs between $5 million and $10 million USD to train a US Air Force
pilot.
Consider that 31 years have passed between the first flights of the WWII P-47
Thunderbolt and today's A-10 Thunderbolt II. But 34 years have passed between the
first flight of the A-10 Thunderbolt II and the current F-35 Lightning II.
And, during this entire time, the Russians have been perfecting the capability to shoot
down Western aircraft at test sites in Russia and real-world battlefields from Cuba to
Africa, the Middle East, Indo-China and the Arctic.
So while we all love the A-10 Thunderbolt II, she is better off in the asymmetrical
global war on terror than she is in this new super-power slugfest in Ukraine, even
though that reality ruins a lot of social-media defense experts' memes.
U.S. shale producers Oasis, Whiting to merge in $6 billion deal
Reuters

A brand new oil production facility owned by Oasis Petroleum in the Permian Basin
oil and natural gas production area near Wink, Texas U.S. August 22, 2018.
REUTERS/Nick Oxford.
March 7 (Reuters) - Oasis Petroleum Inc (OAS.O) and Whiting Petroleum
Corp (WLL.N) will merge in a $6 billion deal including debt, the U.S. shale oil and
gas producers said on Monday.
The deal between the companies, which had filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2020
following a crash in energy prices due to the pandemic, comes amid record high
crude prices.
Reuters on Sunday reported about their impending merger, citing a source familiar
with the matter. read more

Shares in Oasis rose 6.2%, while Whiting Petroleum climbed 6% in premarket trade.
The combined entity will have a premier Williston Basin position in North Dakota and
Montana with top-tier assets spread across about 972,000 net acres and a combined
production of 167.8 thousand barrels of oil equivalent per day, the companies said.
Under the terms of the deal, Whiting shareholders will receive 0.5774 shares of Oasis
common stock and $6.25 in cash for each share held, giving the merger an equity
value of $3.52 billion.
Upon completion of the deal, which is expected in the second half of 2022, Whiting
shareholders will own about 53% and Oasis shareholders will own about 47% of the
combined company on a fully diluted basis.
Oasis shareholders will also receive a special dividend of $15 per share once the deal
is closed.
Whiting Chief Executive Offer Lynn Peterson will serve as Executive Chair of the
Board of the combined company while Oasis CEO Danny Brown will become the top
boss.
Brent crude soared to near $130 a barrel on Monday, its highest since 2008, as the
United States and European allies mull a Russian oil import ban and delays in the
potential return of Iranian crude to global markets fuel tight supply fears.

A Russian oligarch whose $120 million superyacht was seized in France reportedly
told the captain to sail to Turkey as fast as possible after being sanctioned
Kate Duffy - Business Insider

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, with Igor Sechin. AP

A Russian oligarch told the captain of his yacht to sail from France to Turkey ASAP,
per the WSJ. Igor Sechin's yacht was docked in France when he was sanctioned after
Russia invaded Ukraine. French authorities tied the yacht down so it couldn't leave, a
customs officer told The Journal.
Igor Sechin, a Russian billionaire and oligarch, told the captain of his now-seized
superyacht to leave a French port and sail to Turkey as fast as possible after he was
hit with sanctions, The Wall Street Journal reported Saturday.
The US and the European Union put Sechin, who is said to be a close ally of Russian
President Vladimir Putin, on their sanctions lists shortly after Russia invaded
Ukraine. Sechin is also known as Russia's "Darth Vader.”
The report on Sechin's orders offers a glimpse into how the wealthiest Russians who
were targeted by sanctions sought to move their yachts and private jets across the
world after the invasion of Ukraine in order to protect their assets.
Eric Salles, a lead officer on the seizure operation, said in an interview with The
Journal that French customs officers found out last week that the yacht was preparing
to leave the French town of La Ciotat despite having repair work scheduled.
Customs officers also heard the yacht was owned by Sechin, CEO of Russian
state-controlled oil giant Rosneft, Salles added. The customs officers went to the yacht
and questioned the captain, Salles said in the interview. The captain told officers that
he had orders to leave the French port and "sail to Turkey as quickly as possible,”
Salles told The Journal.
After hearing this information, French authorities tied the yacht to the quay with
steel-rope slings so it couldn't leave, Salles told The Journal. Officers proceeded to
check documents, further question the captain and crew, and surveil the vessel 24/7,
Salles added.
Sechin's yacht was officially seized by the authorities on Wednesday night, according
to a press release tweeted by French finance minister Bruno Le Maire. The yacht's
captain — still on board the vessel with other crew members — wasn't arrested,
Salles told The Journal.
Sechin is among several high-profile Russian business executives who have been
sanctioned by the EU, US, UK, and others because of their ties to Putin.
Gennady Timchenko, a Putin confidant, and Alexei Mordashov, reportedly the
wealthiest man in Russia, had their superyachts seized by officials in Italy, The
Associated Press reported on Friday.

What Is NATO and Which Countries Are Members?
Jesus Jiménez - Business Insider

This Western mutual-defense alliance, which sees an attack on one member as an
attack on all, is central to the war in Ukraine, even though Ukraine is not a
member.

Romanian soldiers at a military air base used by the NATO Response Force in Mihail
Kogalniceanu, near the Black Sea in Romania, on Sunday.Credit...Bogdan
Cristel/EPA, via Shutterstock
Though Ukraine has been pressing for years to become a member of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, or NATO, it hasn’t been granted membership. Still the
73-year-old defense alliance’s eastward-growing footprint is among the reasons
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia has cited for invading Ukraine.
Even though Ukraine is not a member of NATO, other member states have been
sending arms and supplies as the country tries to fight off the Russians.
But, on Friday, NATO foreign ministers rejected any possibility of intervening against
Russian forces in Ukraine, whether on the ground or in the air, the alliance’s
secretary general said.
“Allies agree we should not have NATO planes operating over Ukrainian airspace or
NATO troops operating in Ukrainian territory,” Jens Stoltenberg, the secretary
general, said at a news conference after a meeting of foreign ministers.
Here’s what you need to know about the alliance and, in particular, the no-fly zone it
has so far abstained from providing.

Why did NATO reject a no-fly zone in Ukraine?
For now, NATO declined to impose a no-fly zone, and some leaders have said they
are not willing to issue one, fearing that doing so could escalate tensions with Russia.
Creating a no-fly zone over Ukraine would require deploying NATO fighter planes
and possibly “shooting down Russian planes,” Mr. Stoltenberg said. That, he warned,
could lead to “a full-fledged war in Europe, involving many more countries and
causing much more human suffering.”
Mr. Zelensky, speaking in a video shared on social media, criticized that decision,
calling the summit “weak” and “lost.” He said that NATO’s refusal to take such a
step gives Russia a “green light” to continue its invasion of Ukraine.
What is NATO?
The mutual-defense alliance was established in 1949, after World War II, and
included the United States, Canada, and 10 European countries.
The treaty for which the alliance is named has 14 articles, by which all NATO
members must abide. One of the most important articles in the treaty is Article 5,
which declares that an attack against one member state is an attack against them all.
The letter ‘Z’ has become a symbol for Russians who support the invasion of Ukraine.
Ukraine says it shot down two Russian airplanes over Kyiv.
Russia wants to recruit Syrian fighters to help it in Ukraine, the Pentagon says.
That article placed Western Europe under U.S. protection in the face of a Soviet
Union that was cementing its domination over Central and Eastern Europe and
appeared then only to be growing in power and ambition.
After the Soviet Union’s collapse in the early 1990s, the alliance took on a wider role.
NATO forces — made up of troops volunteered by member states — operated as
peacekeepers in Bosnia in the 1990s, and bombed Serbia in 1999 to protect Kosovo,
where the alliance still has troops.
Which countries are in NATO?
In addition to the United States and Canada, 10 other countries became part of NATO
in 1949: Belgium, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal and Britain.
Civilians caught in attacks. As Russia steps up increasingly indiscriminate assaults
on civilian targets and infrastructure in Ukraine, fears are growing that thousands of
Ukrainians could die in the coming days if relief does not arrive and humanitarian
cease-fires fail to take hold.
A renewed Russian assault. President Volodymyr Zelensky warned Ukraine to expect
a renewed bombardment of major cities after Russian forces were stalled by stiff
resistance. The warning comes as the Ukrainians and Russians were expected to meet
for a third round of talks.

Russian energy imports. A bipartisan group of U.S. lawmakers reached an agreement
on legislation that, if passed, would bar imports of Russian energy and suspend
normal trade relations with Russia and Belarus. A jump in energy prices appears to
have been stoked by this emerging effort.
Since then, 18 more European powers have joined: Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, the
Czech Republic, Estonia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Poland, Turkey, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain.
Other European countries have, over the years, avoided joining NATO, including
Sweden and Finland.
What is a no-fly zone?
A no-fly zone bans aircraft from certain areas. Ukraine is asking that aircraft be
barred from its skies, which would, in theory, stop aerial bombardment by Russia.

Những sai lầm về lập luận của Pro-Putin
Phương Nguyen
1/ Ukraine thuộc Nga là định mệnh lịch sử, không thể chối cãi.
Sai! Đầu tiên, về thứ tự lịch sử, Công quốc Rus Kiev có trước tiên vào thế kỷ 9, sau đó
mới đến Công quốc Vladimir ở thế kỷ 11, và Công quốc Moskva, tiền thân của Đế
quốc Nga đến thế kỷ 13 mới hình thành. Lịch sử các công quốc thời kỳ trước khi quân
Mông Cổ xâm chiếm tất cả đều rất lằng nhằng, tuy nhiên vẫn có sự phân biệt rõ ràng
về mặt chủng tộc. Người Ukraine có tiếng nói và văn hoá riêng biệt. Nếu nói kiểu lưu
manh đó thì người Ukraine cũng có thể bẻ ngược lại tuyên bố LB Nga phải thuộc về
Rus Kiev cũ.
Định mệnh của Ukraine là phải thuộc Nga, vậy VN phải thuộc Tàu à, còn bản thân
nước Tàu phải thuộc Mông Cổ hay sao?! Cưỡng từ đoạt lý như vậy thì công pháp
quốc tế về chủ quyền và toàn vẹn lãnh thổ đều mang vứt sọt rác.
2/ Putin muốn đánh Ukraine để ngăn chặn NATO từ phía Đông.
Sai! NATO muốn đánh Nga có thể dùng bất cứ hướng nào: Ba Lan, Thổ Nhĩ Kỳ, 3
bước Baltic, Bắc Âu đều là thành viên NATO. Ukraine quan trọng, nhưng không phải
là yếu tố cốt tử trong thế chiến lược địa chính trị của NATO.
Nên nhớ, khủng hoảng tên lửa hồi thập niên 60, Mỹ muốn dồn ép Liên Xô, họ cho
gắn tên lửa trên đất Thổ Nhĩ Kỳ. Người Thổ cũng nắm giữ chìa khoá cổng của Hải
quân Nga, họ có thể khoá eo biển Bosphorus bất cứ lúc nào. Vậy Putin phải đánh cả
Thổ để tạo vành đai an ninh chăng?! Cần phải hiểu, Nga có biên giới với 14 quốc gia,
trừ Belarus ra thì tất cả đều là kẻ thù tiềm năng.
Putin muốn xâm lược láng giềng để thoả mãn cái vai trò lịch sử mà tự ông ta huyễn
hoặc mình, chớ không giúp ích gì cho tương lai nước Nga. Nếu ông ấy nghĩ cho người
Nga, chi bằng tìm cách gia nhập EU quách cho xong. Thù oán con khỉ gì mà kiếm
chuyện đánh nhau?! Tàn dư ý thức hệ Liên Xô hả?!

3/ Người Ukraine đi kéo đổ tượng Lenin nên Putin mới trả thù.
Sai! Có tới cả chục nước Đông Âu lật đổ tượng Lenin, đất nước chống Soviet dữ dội
nhất cho tới tận hôm nay không phải Ukraine mà là Czech. Không tin hãy sang Praha
thử một lần đi rồi thấy. Cả thành phố tổ chức triển lãm châm biếm cộng sản hầu như
hàng tuần.
Ngay cả Putin đã từng thừa nhận trước báo giới, rằng người Nga đã giải ảo tài liệu
mật, xác định Lenin xuất thân là gián điệp do Đức Phổ cài vào để hãm hại phe Bạch
Vệ, trong các sự kiện lật đổ Sa hoàng Nicholas Đệ nhị, dẫn đến việc người Bonsevich
nổi lên cướp chính quyền hồi 1917.
4/ Người Ukraine phải trả giá vì đã chọn 1 "thằng hề" lên làm tổng thống.
Vô minh! Cả một đám người từ lúc sanh ra chưa từng được bầu cử bất cứ một lãnh
đạo thật sự nào, mà dám cười chê một một tổng thống dân cử hợp hiến ư?! Tự vô soi
gương mà nhìn lại khuôn mặt lừa của chính mình.
Vậy chứ ở xứ nào đó, lãnh tụ xuất thân từ cai đồn điền, thiến heo, y tá... Có ai cười
không?!
(Phương Nguyen)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/278978126521392/user/100002874958981/

Putin sends ‘nearly 100 percent’ of Russian forces at border into Ukraine
By Quint Forgey - 5h ago

Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP
The United States assesses that Russian President Vladimir Putin has sent into
Ukraine “nearly 100 percent” of the combat forces that were amassed on the border,
a senior Defense Department official told reporters on Monday.
But the U.S. does not believe that Russia is “preparing to move additional battalion
tactical groups from elsewhere in the country to shore up what they’ve put into
Ukraine,” said the official, who spoke to reporters on condition of anonymity.
“We have not seen any indication that [Putin] is going to go beyond the amassed
combat power that he’s already developed,” said the official, who declined to provide
an estimate of how many troops constituted Russia’s total force.
Overall, the United States is “not seeing a lot of progress” by Russian forces despite
some gains in Ukraine’s south, the official said, and “they continue to be frustrated
by a stiff Ukrainian resistance, as well as their own internal challenges.”
Russian air force appears less capable then previously thought, as Putin presses siege
The official said Washington also is confident that Russia is now actively recruiting
Syrian fighters to aid its assault, as first reported by The Wall Street Journal.
“We find that noteworthy, that [Putin] believes that he needs to rely on foreign
fighters to supplement what is a very significant commitment of combat power inside
Ukraine as it is,” the official said.
Even though Russia is embarking on a recruiting campaign, the official warned that
Putin still “has an awful lot of combat power available to him, and he has it in
numbers that are superior to the numbers that the Ukrainians have arrayed against”
Russian forces.
“I just don’t think we should underestimate that — or the firepower that he is so
clearly willing to increase the use of,” the official added.
Senior Defense Department officials said last Thursday that Russia had moved
roughly 90 percent of its pre-staged combat power across the border into Ukraine.

Officials increased that estimate to roughly 92 percent last Friday and to roughly 95
percent on Sunday.

Captured Russians said their leaders lied about the plan to invade Ukraine, leaving
them unprepared for fierce resistance
Mia Jankowicz (mjankowicz@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Andriy Dubchak/ dia images via Getty Images Three Russian soldiers captured in
Ukraine at a press conference on March 5, 2022.
Captured Russian soldiers said they were misled about the purpose of the Ukraine
war, per the NYT. A Russian lieutenant said he didn't know about the invasion until
the night before, the paper reported.
It matches several unconfirmed reports that many Russian soldiers were duped into
fighting. Russian soldiers carrying out the invasion of Ukraine were not told they
were going to war, and were lied to about what they would face, according to an
increasing number of firsthand accounts.
One was a captured Russian lieutenant, who said on Saturday that he only learned his
country would invade Ukraine the night before being sent in, The New York Times
reported. In statements given to a Ukrainian news agency, Lt Kovalensky said that
lower ranking soldiers were kept in the dark about plans to attack.
Per the Times, Kovalensky "learned Russia would invade Ukraine only the evening
before the tank columns began moving, and that soldiers at the rank of sergeant and
lower were not told where they were driving until after crossing the border."
Another captured Russian fighter, Lt. Col. Astakhov Dmitry Mikhailovich, condemned
his commanders in a video published by the Ukrainian news agency UNIAN.
Mikhailovich said his men had been duped into believing they were rescuing the
country from Nazis, and were surprised to be met with a fight.

It's unclear whether the statements were given under duress. But such accounts are
increasingly common, and they match tentative assessments from western experts that
give an emerging picture of a rank-and-file taken by surprise — and demoralized —
by its own attack.
An unnamed senior US defense official told Voice of America on March 1 that many
of the Russian side are conscripts with no experience of real fighting.
"Some of them weren't even told they were gonna be in combat,” he said, per VOA.
Ben Wallace, the UK's defense secretary, said much the same to BBC radio on March
2.
"We've seen a number of anecdotal reports by young Russian soldiers saying, didn't
even know I was here, I thought I was on exercises, no one told me I was going to war,
no one told me I was going to kill Ukrainians” he said.
A sense of moral purpose is essential, Wallace said. "So there's huge amounts of low
morale in the Russian forces,” he said.
At a striking presentation last week at the United Nations, Ukraine's ambassador
presented a text message exchange he said was between a Russian soldier and his
mother before he was killed.
In the texts, the unnamed soldier appeared to inform his mother that he was not really
on a training mission and had instead been deployed into a "real war”
"We were told that they would welcome us,” the the exchange said," but instead the
locals were falling under our armored vehicles, throwing themselves under the wheels
and not allowing us to pass.”
"They call us fascists,” the texts continued. "Mama, this is so hard.” Accounts of
ignorance of the impending invasion within the armed forces track with those from
elsewhere in the Russian state.
An account published by Russian investigative journalists last week said that Kremlin
staff had been preparing for a far more limited confrontation, and were shocked when
it became clear Russia had started a war.
Locals in Ukraine have also spoken of the bewildered Russians attacking them.
Artem Mazhulin, a 31-year-old from Kharkiv told The Guardian: "Some of them
thought they were on military exercises. They didn't anticipate resistance.”
The Guardian also reported similar sentiments given by captured Russian soldiers. It
noted, however, that the statements appeared coerced, making them difficult to take at
face value.
A former Ukrainian military adviser, Alex Kovzhun, described how Putin's
propaganda filtered through to soldiers, telling the paper they "were told Ukrainians
were imprisoned by mythic Nazis.”

A number of videos have also emerged of abandoned Russian military vehicles, which
reports suggested had been abandoned by despondent Russians. Insider was unable to
independently verify the videos.
On March 2, The Wall Street Journal cited a Ukrainian colonel, whom it did not
name, as saying soldiers in the miles-long column attempting to reach Kyiv
were "hungry, without fuel, demoralized.”
Despite a seeming problem with morale, and slow progress in its invasion, Russia still
had many advantages. It commands a vastly larger army than Ukraine's and has
demonstrated a historic indifference to collateral damage.
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken told CNN Sunday he had seen "very credible
reports of deliberate attacks on civilians.”
Russia’s Ukraine Invasion Could Break Oil’s Grip On U.S. Politics
Justin Worland - Business Insider

Paul Weaver/SOPA Images/LightRocket— Getty Images
When Joe Biden laid out America’s response to Russia’s unprovoked invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24, he promised aggressive measures like a crackdown on Russian
banks and a limit on exports to the country. But notably absent from his self-declared
effort to defend democracy and make Vladimir Putin a “pariah,” was one of the
biggest penalties he could impose: targeting Russia’s energy industry. Instead, Biden
suggested that sanction might be off the table.
“As we respond, my administration is using… every tool at our disposal to protect
American families and businesses from rising prices at the gas pump,” he said.
“We’re taking active steps to bring down the costs.”
It was a quick moment, but a striking one. In the face of a full-scale assault on
Ukraine by a resurgent Russia, protecting American consumers from paying a few

extra dollars to fill up at the gas station appeared to outrank defending global
democracy.
In context, though, Biden’s position was hardly surprising. The political impact of
domestic energy costs has shaped U.S. foreign and national security policy for the
better part of 50 years. The administration’s adamant efforts to keep energy prices
low throughout Biden’s 13 months in office follow decades of conventional political
wisdom that maintains that few—if any—issues are significant enough for consumers
to willingly give up cheap gas prices to address them.
What is surprising is that the Russian invasion of Ukraine may be changing that
calculation. As a growing chorus of officials in Washington calls for an embargo on
Russian oil, and opinion polls show a majority of consumers willing to pay more to
defend Ukraine, the Biden Administration has been forced to consider it—along with
the political challenges it raises.
“Every politician is going through this right about now: is this a moment to ask for
additional sacrifice?” says Gernot Wagner, a professor at New York University who
studies the economics of climate change.
The lasting impact of this moment could be far-reaching: it may shape not just the
course of Russia’s war with Ukraine but the way politicians across the globe weigh
the impact of energy prices on everything from taxes to climate change.
To understand the political fear of high oil prices, it helps to look back to the 1970s
when energy shortages were so prevalent that they inspired a Billboard hit
song—Energy Crisis ’74.
Throughout the decade, politicians struggled to address disruptions to the supply of
oil from the Middle East, but President Jimmy Carter’s response stands out as a clear
warning to the politicians who remember it.
In 1977, as the price of gas ticked higher and stations limited the size of each
customer’s purchase, Carter went on television to suggest that Americans “learn to
waste less energy.” He donned a cardigan and suggested turning down the
thermostat.
The cover of TIME declared that “Uncle Jimmy Wants You” while questioning
whether Americans would actually heed his call. The response was mixed at the time,
with many indeed willing to sacrifice. But today the speech is viewed as milestone in
what has been described as the Carter-era malaise that resulted in his landslide
electoral defeat.
His successor, Ronald Reagan, was adamant that instead of asking for sacrifice and
attempting to “force more limits on people,” he would solve the problem of high oil
prices through the “magic of the marketplace.”
Ever since, presidents have touted low gas prices and projected the urgency of
bringing them down whenever they crept up. Bill Clinton tapped federal oil reserves
in hopes of reducing costs and offered hundreds of millions of dollars in aid to
families hit by high gas prices.

When oil prices soared under George W. Bush, he proposed an array of measures to
show his concern. “If there was a magic wand to wave, I’d be waving it,” he said in
2008. To the ire of climate activists, Barack Obama touted the surge in fracking that
occurred on his watch and brought down global prices.
From the beginning, the Biden Administration has fought to keep energy prices
low—even as some climate advocates argued that higher prices would help address
the emissions that cause global warming. As oil prices rose sharply last year, the
administration pushed OPEC, the oil cartel that controls 40% of global crude oil
production, to ramp up output.
Biden’s call was rejected, and he released 50 million barrels of oil from the U.S
strategic reserves. “You’ve got to have affordable and resilient, reliable energy for
Americans,” David Turk, the U.S. Deputy Secretary of Energy, explained to me last
November. “That is a political imperative.”
The results of turning off the tap from Russia—which contributes around 10% of the
oil exported globally—would make last year’s price rise look quaint. Investment bank
JPMorgan estimates that the global benchmark price for crude oil could surge to
$185 per barrel by the end of the year if Russian oil is cut off the from the rest of the
world.
That’s up from around $120 today and $70 at the beginning of December. The
economic consequences could be severe. Already the average gas price at the pump in
the U.S. is more than $4 per gallon, according to AAA, and it could go much higher.
And there are knock-on effects beyond the cost of driving. Sustained higher oil prices
would contribute to already rising inflation and could harm economic growth. It’s a
brutal combination that would ripple worldwide.
Yet the story of an authoritarian ruler invading a sovereign democratic nation and
creating more than a million refugees seems sufficiently to have shaken people up in
the U.S. and Europe that politicians on both sides of the Atlantic are weighing the
risk.
Turning off the Russian tap is perhaps the most significant economic move remaining
to pressure Putin. In January, revenue from oil and gas taxes and fees made up 45%
of his government’s budget, according to the International Energy Agency. Russian
export revenue from oil, gas and related products total more than $1 billion every
day.
“You will not win against Putin, by directly attacking them,” said Andriy Kobolyev,
the former CEO of Ukraine’s state-owned gas company as he began a trip to
Washington to convince the U.S. to embargo Russian oil. “But you can make his rule
and his strategy to be considered as nonsense with the relevant Russian people who
understand that their whole business is collapsing.”
A growing cohort appears willing to pay. A Reuters/Ipsos poll released in early
March found that 62% of Americans are willing to pay more for fuel as a result of
sanctions against Russia, up from 49% just two weeks prior. And four out of five
support an embargo on Russian oil.

Whether they sense the shifting zeitgeist or are simply outraged by the alarming
trickle of news coming from Ukraine each day, members of Congress have also shown
a surprising willingness to risk high energy prices to aid Ukraine. On March 3, a
bipartisan group of 18 lawmakers announced legislation to ban the import of Russian
oil. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi immediately endorsed the idea.
“If there was a poll being taken and they said, ‘Joe, would you pay 10 cents more per
gallon to support the people of Ukraine and stop the support of Russia?’ I would
gladly pay 10 cents more per gallon,” Sen. Joe Manchin, the West Virginia Democrat
known as the senate’s swing vote, told reporters at a press conference announcing the
legislation.
The Biden administration’s position appears to be evolving, too. After days of
insisting that the U.S. wouldn’t touch the Russian energy sector, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Sunday that the topic was under discussion with the proviso that
the administration make “sure that there is still an appropriate supply of oil on world
markets.” On Monday, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said that the
administration had not yet decided whether to ban Russian oil imports.
In Europe, too, the conversation has changed quickly. Despite the constant threat of
Russian political aggression and climate change concerns, policymakers on the
continent have viewed the idea of quickly ridding itself of Russian fossil fuels as all
but impossible. Indeed, the European Union imports 45% of its natural gas from
Russia. Abandoning Russian oil and gas would be a massive undertaking, making the
prospect extremely unlikely in the short term.
But there is movement where few would have believed possible before. The EU is
moving quickly to reduce its gas imports—as much as 80% this year, according to a
Bloomberg report. In recent days the bloc has released plans to dramatically reduce
reliance on gas and experts have suggested that with some reduction in demand—in
other words some sacrifice—European countries could rid themselves of the product
entirely.
For many watching, myself included, the dramatic acceptance of restrictions on the
oil supply is nothing short of extraordinary. For years, the cost of energy has
remained a roadblock to the most aggressive climate policy. Fossil fuels remain
subsidized to the tune of tens of billions of dollars annually—or more depending on
who you ask.
Measures to charge directly for greenhouse gas emissions remain stymied. And
regulations don’t begin to address to the scale of the challenge. There’s no doubt that
this is in large part due to the immense political influence of the fossil fuel industry,
but it’s also the result of the fear that rising energy prices strike in politicians.
If in this moment politicians can finally articulate that some things are worth paying
for—whether it be democracy or a livable planet—it will be a watershed.
—with reporting by Simon Shuster/Lviv

Guantanamo detainee called '20th Hijacker' of 9/11 repatriated to Saudi Arabia
Reuters

Reuters/Lucas Jackson
(Reuters) - A man accused of being the would-be 20th hijacker in the Sept. 11, 2001
attacks has been repatriated to Saudi Arabia after two decades detained at
Guantanamo Bay, the U.S. Department of Defense said on Monday.
Mohammad Mani Ahmad al-Qahtani, 46, was transferred to his native Saudi Arabia
after a review board determined in June that he no longer represented a significant
threat to U.S. national security, the Defense Department said in a written statement.
"The United States appreciates the willingness of Saudi Arabia and other partners to
support ongoing U.S. efforts toward a deliberate and thorough process focused on
responsibly reducing the detainee population and ultimately closing of the
Guantanamo Bay facility," the statement said.
According to a Guantanamo detainee profile maintained by the Defense Department,
al-Qahtani was trained by al-Quaeda and sought unsuccessfully to enter the United
States on Aug. 4, 2001 to take part in the Sept. 11 attacks.
In all, 38 detainees remain at Guantanamo Bay. Of those, 19 are eligible for transfer,
7 are eligible for a Periodic Review Board, 10 are involved in the military
commissions process and two detainees have been convicted in military commissions.
(Reporting by Dan Whitcomb; editing by Richard Pullin)

How the Arab World Is Responding to the War in Ukraine
H.A. Hellyer - Time
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The West may have quickly united against Russia after it invaded Ukraine. But many
in the Arab world took their time, pausing just long enough to leave messages for
Washington.
The first United Nations Security Council resolution against the invasion of Ukraine
was proposed on Feb. 25, and the United Arab Emirates, a key U.S. ally, abstained,
later issuing public statements that some interpreted as considering Russia’s stated
grievances legitimate.
Three days later, the Arab League, which brings together 22 Arab states, issued
a statement that failed to condemn Russia’s invasion and offered little support to the
Ukrainians.
A couple of days later, however, the situation had changed. When U.N. General
Assembly resolution condemning Russia passed overwhelmingly its backers include
the UAE, as well as Saudi Arabia and Egypt, two of the most powerful Arab states.
Clearly, Western—particularly American—pressure had done its work. But
considering the alignment of the near totality of the Arab political elite with DC, and
with the West in general, why had such pressure even been required? Especially over
such a clear-cut case of the breaking of a state’s sovereignty, which even the most
dictatorial of autocrats in the region are keen to uphold?
Several factors are at play here.
There’s only one Arab leadership that is genuinely pro-Putin: the Assad regime in
Syria. Every other Arab state is generally prioritizes its Western ties, and none is
trying to pivot to Moscow. But this does not mean Arab states are hostile to the
Kremlin.
They generally see in Russia a substantial global power that continues have relevance
in their region—and sometimes intervenes in ways that are helpful to their interests.
Moscow is also a useful capital to publicly ‘flirt’ with when relations are strained
with Western capitals (particularly D.C.).

So Arab states’ complex reactions to the Ukraine invasion is far less about Russia
than it is about the West. Over the last decade, Arab leaders have had a growing
sense that the West is an unreliable partner.
Part of that has to do with their autocratic expectation that the West would stand by
Western-allied autocrats like Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak during the Arab uprisings of
2011, a stance that frankly would have been consistent with Western policy until then
and since.
But there has also been a keen awareness that the West in general, and the U.S. in
particular, has failed to show the will to hold its own in several theatres: from the
so-called ‘red-line’ in Syria over chemical weapons in 2013, to Russia’s annexation
of Crimea in 2014, to the chaotic abandoning of Afghanistan in 2021. Many Arab
leaders also note with concern that America’s “pivot to Asia” is a pivot away from
the Arab region.
In the early days of the Russian invasion, it was clear that Arab states wanted to keep
their options as open as possible, and not alienate Moscow if they didn’t need to. That
doesn’t make them pro-Moscow; it means they assess that the world as becoming
more multi-polar, and that the West had not given much indication that there would
be much of a cost to trying to be “creatively neutral.”
That’s changed.
The West has signaled that Russia’s invasion is not a case where ‘neutrality’ is going
to work, at least not if states want to continue the same kind of close relationship that
has so far characterized most Arab-Western ties.
Arab states know that if they want to continue with their modernisation drives—in
terms of technical developments, technology and investment—there is no substitute at
present for the West.
That does not mean tensions disappear. The de-facto ruler of Saudi Arabia,
Mohammed bin Salman, who is currently still something of a pariah in D.C. owing to
the widespread belief he personally ordered the operation that led to the murder of
Jamal Khashoggi, is trying to use the current situation to extract a concession from
President Biden.
MBS wants recognition of his de-facto status—as former president Donald Trump
gave him—and he’s willing to resist pumping more crude oil to lower the price of oil,
which surged in the aftermath of the Russian invasion, until he gets that recognition.
Indeed, some recent reports indicate MBS might get his way.
It’s doubtful any of this is going to look the same a year or two from now. The West is
currently re-modulating how it engages internationally—and all of that is going to
have an impact on various relationships with the wider Arab world.
In response, Arab states are going to making their own choices about how to navigate
those same relationships. But it’s not an underestimation to note that the Russian

invasion has called into question some very basic assumptions in those relationships
and it remains to be seen what the new assumptions are going to be.

Billionaire investor Bill Ackman says Russia's attack on Ukraine means World War
III has 'likely already started'
Grace Kay (gkay@insider.com) - Markets Insider
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Bill Ackman said World War III may have started and the US had been "slow to
realize it.”
The billionaire said the US needed to impose harsher sanctions and stop buying
Russian oil. He compared the use of Russian rockets against Ukrainian citizens to
Adolf Hitler's gas chambers.
Bill Ackman said on Twitter that World War III may have already begun.
"WWIII has likely started, but we have been slow to recognize it,” the billionaire
hedge-fund manager said in a tweet thread on Saturday.
"We are in the early innings of Putin's global aspirations. With each 'victory,' he is
emboldened to take more. He is testing us, and we are failing the test each time," he
added, referring to Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Ackman said he had been having nightmares about the possibility of another world
war. He compared the dreams to ones he had in 2020 before COVID-19 shut down
the US.

At the time, only a few thousand people had tested positive for the coronavirus in the
US, but Ackman had said "hell is coming” and called for a nationwide lockdown
during an interview with CNBC.
"In January 2020, I had nightmares about the potential for a pandemic, but everyone
seemed to think I was crazy," Ackman said on Twitter. "I am having similar
nightmares now.”

Ackman said NATO and the US were acting out of "fear of provoking Putin," while
Putin has said the West's support for Ukraine in the form of sanctions and supplies is
"akin to declaring war.”
Ackman, the CEO of Pershing Square Capital, added that there was more to be done
before the US would enter "a hot war with Russia.” The billionaire said the US
should stop buying Russian oil and work to supply Ukraine with more weapons and
intelligence. He added that if the sanction fail, NATO should reconsider enforcing a
no-fly zone over Ukraine.
"When I was a child and learned about the Holocaust, I asked my grandparents why
they didn't do more to save millions of people from genocide during WWII," Ackman
said. " They didn't have very good answers. What will we say to our grandchildren
when they ask us why we allowed tens or hundreds of thousands, or millions of
Ukrainians to die?”
The billionaire's latest tweet thread came a week after he called for President Joe
Biden to "set a real red line" and consider military intervention in Ukraine.
On Monday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called once again for an
international boycott of Russian oil, as well as for the West to implement new and
harsher sanctions.
Biden has called on Congress to approve $10 billion in aid for Ukraine. The proposal
includes assistance to help bolster Ukraine's defenses and protect its electrical grid
from disruption.

Biden has said US troops "will not be engaged in the conflict” and denied Ukraine's
request for a no-fly zone. But he has said the US will act if Russia moves against
NATO territory using the "full force of our collective power.”
Ultimately, Ackman said China held the most power when it came to ending Russia's
attack on Ukraine.
"Putin respects and likely fears China,” Ackman said on Twitter. "China can elevate
itself on the world stage by helping to resolve this crisis. Time is running short before
many more 18-month-old children die.”
China has yet to impose any sanctions on Russia, though Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said on Monday the country was willing to act as a mediator between the
two countries.
A spokesperson for Ackman said the billionaire had nothing more to add to his
comments on Twitter.

Why are gas prices rising so quickly? And how high are they expected to get?
Jordan Mendoza - USA TODAY
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As the national average for a regular gallon of gas increases and nears an all-time
record in the United States, many are wondering how long this surge may continue
and when prices at the pump will finally go down.
Skyrocketing gas prices approach record high amid Russian invasion of Ukraine
The dramatic rise in cost has sent drivers into a frenzy; Gasbuddy, the popular
fuel-savings app that gives users the cost of gas in their area, had their online
services go down temporarily on Monday due to record-breaking traffic as
people look for the cheapest place to fill up their tank.

As of Monday evening, the average cost for a gallon of gas in the country is
$4.06, according to AAA. The current price, up 6 cents from Sunday and 45 cents
from last week, is the closest it has ever been to the all-time record of $4.11, set in
July 2008.
Start the day smarter. Get all the news you need in your inbox each morning.
The current price is expected to eclipse the record at some point this week, experts
predict, and costs are expected to continue to rise throughout the year.
Here is what we know about current gas prices and what to expect next:
Why are gas prices rising?
There are a few factors contributing to the increase, but the main reason is the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analysis at fuel-savings app GasBuddy, told USA
TODAY last week the sanctions put on Russia by the U.S. and European Union
severely impacted Russia's ability to sell crude oil, one of the biggest determiners for
gas prices. Since the country is one of the biggest energy suppliers, crude oil prices
have dramatically risen.
The cost for a barrel of crude oil had ups and downs on Monday. A barrel of U.S.
crude oil settled at $119.40 per barrel, up 3.2%, after earlier touching $130.50. Brent
crude, the international standard, settled at $123.21 per barrel, up 4.3%, after earlier
topping $139, the Associated Press reported.
The sanctions could become more severe as well.
V. S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in a letter to her colleagues on Sunday the
House is "exploring strong legislation" to possibly impose a ban on imports of
Russian oil and energy products.
W.
Another contributing factor De Haan previously mentioned is the loosening of
COVID-19 restrictions across the country. With mandates lifted or softened, people
will be out more, coinciding with the typical rise of gas costs coming as summer
approaches.
AAA also said Monday the increase in gas demand and a reduction in total supply
contribute to rising pump prices.
How long will gas prices be this high? How high will gas prices get?
Gasbuddy projects the worse is yet to come when looking at average prices.
Even though the all-time record is expected to be broken this week, Gasbuddy's 2022
gasoline forecast predicts the average cost of a gallon of gas will peak in May at
$4.25. Even as prices begin to decline after May, the average is expected to remain
over $4 until November. The average for 2022 is expected to be $3.99.
"It’s a dire situation and won’t improve any time soon. The high prices are likely to
stick around for not days or weeks, like they did in 2008, but months. GasBuddy now
expects the yearly national average to rise to its highest ever recorded," De Haan
said in a Monday news release.

Where is gas the most and least expensive?
Gas remains the most expensive in California, with the average cost at $5.34, the only
state with an average above $5.
The most expensive county in the state is Mono County, which borders Nevada. The
average cost in the county is $5.92. Stations across the state are seeing prices above
$6, including a Shell gas station in Los Angeles, which had regular gas costing $6.99
per gallon.
As of Monday, 21 states are averaging more than $4 a gallon, including all Pacific
states and northeast states, and most of the mid-Atlantic states. In the past week,
Rhode Island had the biggest jump in prices, going up 58 cents. Nevada, Connecticut,
Kentucky, Alabama, West Virginia, Virginia, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and
New Jersey all saw gas prices jump by more than 50 cents since last week.
The states with the cheapest cost are Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.
Each state's average price is under $3.70, with Missouri the cheapest at $3.62.
Trending On Twitter: Russia's Newest Enemies Include Liechtenstein, Monaco
And San Marino.
Benzinga
One of the more baffling aspects of Russia’s attack on Ukraine is the country’s
decision to name three of Europe’s tiniest nations as its newest enemies.

Benzinga Trending On Twitter: Russia's Newest Enemies Include Liechtenstein,
Monaco And San Marino
What Happened: In an announcement on the Twitter Inc (NYSE: TWTR) channel
for RIA Novosti, a Russian state-owned news agency, the government of President
Vladimir Putin declared its new enemies list.
“The government has approved a list of countries unfriendly to Russia,” the RIA
Novosti tweet said. “It included, among other things: Australia, UK, EU countries,
Iceland, Canada, Liechtenstein, Monaco, New Zealand, Norway, Korea, San Marino,
Singapore, USA, Taiwan, Ukraine, Montenegro, Switzerland, Japan.”

The inclusion of Liechtenstein, Monaco and San Marino might seem surprising,
except that the three little countries chose to follow the lead of the European Union
nations in enacting economic sanctions against Russia. Granted, their combined
efforts would barely rate a blip in the wider scheme of things, but their symbolic
efforts earned Putin’s social media wrath.
What Happened Next: But without the back story, the appearance of Liechtenstein,
Monaco and San Marino as equals to the U.S., Australia, U.K. and Japan caught
many social media denizens by happy surprise.
Grant Stern, lead producer at Miami Podcast Studios, sent a warning to the tiny
Italian-speaking republic in the Apennine Mountains by tweeting, “Better watch out
San Marino, Putin is coming for you too.”
Fox News Senior Editor Emily Zanotti tweeted, “I am 100% putting out my San
Marino flag when I get home and I’m not even worried about confusing my
neighbors.”
Mary Linares, a self-identified “ER nurse, history person, humanist, shameless
multiethnic rabble rouser,” wondered what impact Putin could have on
Liechtenstein’s royal family.
“Lmao, they’re gonna fuck with Liechtenstein?” she tweeted. “They gonna crash the
king’s annual beer party?”
Christopher Reeves, a Daily Kos contributor, took a swipe at another micronation
that missed Putin’s list, tweeting, “Monaco? San Marino? Liechtenstein? Ok,
@ANDORRA_UN you've got to up your game here, Russia keeps forgetting you.
We've got you though!”
But while many people were fixated on Russia’s new obsession with Europe’s
micronations, Washington Examiner writer Jerry Dunleavy noticed that Russia made
a glaring diplomatic faux pas through the inclusion of Taiwan one of the nations on
the enemies list.
“The Kremlin placed Taiwan on its list of ‘unfriendly’ countries despite Russia's close
ties to China, which does not recognize Taiwanese independence from the mainland,’”
Dunleavy tweeted.

Oil industry targets production hikes as U.S. tightens screws on Putin
Ben Lefebvre - Politico
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HOUSTON — Executives at some of the world’s biggest oil and gas producers said
on Monday they are ramping up their crude production as U.S. gasoline prices surge
to $4 a gallon amid expectations that President Joe Biden and Congress would ban
imports of Russian petroleum — but the companies warned not to expect new supplies
overnight.
Exxon Mobil and Chevron are both boosting oil production at the mammoth Permian
Basin field in West Texas and New Mexico, strategies that both oil majors laid out
last year but that have taken on new urgency because of the surge in oil prices to their
highest level in 14 years.
U. S. crude oil prices jumped more than $10 overnight to $130 a barrel on news that
the U.S. was considering prohibiting Russian oil imports, though prices backed off
later during Monday trading. That rally has driven retail gasoline prices up more
than 46 cents in the past week, reaching a national average of $4.06 a gallon,
according to fuel price service GasBuddy.
V.
Exxon has said it expected to increase its production from the Permian by 100,000
barrels per day this year, on top of a sharp ramp up last year to 460,000 barrels per
day. “We’re well on our way to that,” CEO Darren Woods told an industry
conference in Houston on Monday. Chevron has also said it would increase its
production there by 60,000 barrels per day this year.
But even with those sharp increases, keeping a lid on oil and gasoline prices will be
difficult if Russia’s 5 million barrels per day of oil exports are taken off the market.
The U.S. industry imports only a modest amount of Russian oil and refined products,
but trading firms around the world are beginning to shun Russian supplies as
governments tighten the financial sanctions on Russia in response to President
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.
U. S. oil production had plunged during the early months of the pandemic, driving
dozens of oil companies into bankruptcy and forcing others to retrench and shut down
new drilling. But since August 2020, it has roared back, adding 2 million barrels per

day to reach 11.6 million barrels per day by late February, and forecasters expect
that figure to climb by another 1 million barrels by the end of the year.
V.
The Biden administration is reportedly reaching out to Saudi Arabia, the world’s
leading exporter, as well as Venezuela, whose government has also been sanctioned,
to help fill any oil shortfalls from the shut-off of Russia’s shipments. But executives
say that high international prices have already given producers all the incentive they
need to boost output, and that no one is holding back.
“There’s a mirage that spare capacity can be brought out,” Tengku Muhammad
Taufik, CEO of the Malaysian state-run oil company Petronas, told the same
conference, S&P Global’s CERAWeek.
Still, James Burkhard, head of oil markets for IHS Markit, said the Biden
administration was likely looking for the backing of OPEC, whose members would
need to boost output if countries were to try to ban Russian supplies.
"It is likely that there is the capacity for this, and OPEC might find themselves
inclined to back the step if the U.S. can provide the right incentives," he said.
Carlos Pascual, the former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine under former President
George W. Bush who is now senior vice president for global energy at IHS Markit,
said the worsening human toll of Russia’s invasion in Ukraine that was driving the
international effort to punish Moscow was only in its early stages.
“The global impacts on markets will continue,” he told an audience. “I don’t think
it’s going to be over in a few months — potentially years.”
Biden has pledged to try to shield U.S. consumers from the energy market fallout, but
that plan has been undercut by the images of bombings and attacks that have sent
Ukrainians scrambling to flee the country and are driving up the civilian deaths.
Lawmakers from both parties in Congress are working on bills to inflict greater pain
on the Russian economy.
The White House announced last week it would release 30 million barrels of oil from
the nation’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve to help keep prices in check, but the move
had no impact on oil’s march higher.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki said on Monday that no decision has been
made at this point by the president about a ban on Russian oil.
"Those discussions are ongoing internally and also with our counterparts and
partners in Europe and around the world,” she said, adding, “What the president is
most focused on is ensuring we are continuing to take steps to deliver punishing
economic consequences on Putin while taking all action necessary to limit the impact
to prices at the gas pump."
John Hess, CEO of oil and gas producer Hess Corp., said last week’s announced oil
release, part of international disbursement of 60 million barrels, was too modest to

affect the market. The Biden administration release amounts to about 1.5 days of U.S.
consumption.
The Energy Department and the International Energy Agency need to release “120
million barrels out of the strategic reserves in the world and another 120 million next
month and say more is coming,” he said. “They need to do it now, and they need to
get ahead of it.”
Hess said his company had raised spending on new wells, much of which was directed
to the Bakken field in North Dakota, which emerged as a major production center
over the past decade. “[Companies] are going to have to increase levels because
people need oil.”
The U.S. has seen its oil and gas production jump dramatically over the past 15 years,
and it is now the world’s largest producer of both. But Europe is heavily dependent
on imports, even as it has sharply ramped up its use of renewable energy. Russia
provides it with nearly 40 percent of its natural gas and a quarter of its crude oil.
Earlier on Monday, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz pushed back against calls from
the U.S. and Ukraine for a ban on imports of Russian gas and oil as part of
international sanctions on Moscow.
“Europe has deliberately exempted energy supplies from Russia from
sanctions," Scholz said in a statement, adding, "At the moment, Europe's supply of
energy for heat generation, mobility, power supply and industry cannot be secured in
any other way. It is therefore of essential importance for the provision of public
services and the daily lives of our citizens.”
But Patrick Pouyanné, CEO of energy giant TotalEnergies, told the conference
Europe’s failure to address its energy shortages in the past had worsened the current
crisis.
“People in Europe are complaining about gas prices and fuel prices being high. It’s
high because we did not invest enough in years,” he said.
“I think what is happening today is a big wake-up call to Europe.”

U.S. working with Poland on deal to send fighter jets to Ukraine
Eleanor Watson - CBS News

CBS News
The war for control of Ukraine will be waged in the air, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky told U.S. lawmakers Saturday, and therefore, he implored them
to give him planes to keep Russia at bay.
The U.S. is urging Poland and other Eastern European countries to give their
Russian-made fighter jets to Ukraine and is working on a plan to backfill the planes
they give up with U.S.F-16s.
One advantage of the Russian planes is that Ukrainian pilots are already trained to
fly them.
The other reason is that these planes can be deployed far more quickly. One U.S.
official said the administration has told Poland it should make Russian-made MiGs in
its arsenal available because these planes would not require U.S. permission to be
transferred.
Conversely, any effort to send newly manufactured planes to Ukraine could be
hampered by several years' worth of paperwork with defense contractors. Further, the
transfer of American-made F-16 fighter jets from NATO allies would require
congressional notification.
Because Ukrainian pilots are not trained on American planes, the fighter jets would
not be immediately helpful to them, even if they were able to obtain them sooner.
Poland has 21 single-seat MiG-29s and 6 twin-seat MiG-29s, according to Janes
World Air Forces.
Although Secretary of State Antony Blinken says the U.S. would give the go-ahead to
the transfer of the planes to Ukraine and is already talking with Poland about
back-filling its aircraft inventory, Poland has not yet decided to move ahead with the
transfers.

In a tweet over the weekend, the chancellery of the Polish prime minister called a
story stating that Poland would give Ukraine MiG-29s in exchange for U.S.-made
F-16s was "fake news."
And whether Poland would turn over its entire inventory of these planes — or even
whether they're all in working condition — isn't clear yet, either.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki said Monday that while the U.S. is working
with Poland and other NATO allies on this issue, "this is Poland's sovereign decision
to make."
She noted the logistical challenges of physically transferring the planes from Poland
to Ukraine. "Are they going to fly? Where will they depart from? Where will they land?
Those are all very important questions here," Psaki said during the daily White House
press briefing.
Psaki also said that there are complicated logistics for back-filling planes for
European allies that send jets to Ukraine, "because procuring new planes and
transferring serious weapons systems often take years to do from the United States."
Mark Cancian, a retired Marine Colonel and senior advisor at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies, discussed the source of Poland's hesitation with
CBS News.
"That's not a logistical issue. That's a political issue. It's a political issue in the sense
that, if you have a Polish aircraft and you put a Ukrainian pilot in there, and that
pilot then flies the aircraft into Ukraine to fight the Russians, the Russians can
plausibly argue that Poland has now become a co-belligerent, since it's launching
aircraft from its soil into Ukraine," Cancian said.
"So the Poles are very, very nervous about that and want to be very careful that this
does not make them vulnerable to Russian counter-actions.”
Ultimately, Cancian believes that Poland will agree to a deal "for two reasons. One is
that there's so much desire to help the Ukrainians. And the second thing is, if Poland
can get rid of old Soviet aircraft and get new American F-16s, that's a good deal.
They want to do that. Between those two, I think they'll figure something out."
Cancian noted one criticism about this plan is that these aircraft are vulnerable.
"They may not end up making as much difference as we hope. If we fly them into
Ukraine and the Russians take them out the next day with long-range missiles, what
have we accomplished?" But he noted that "at this point, there's also an element of
symbolism to it. There is a real capability there, but there's also an element of
symbolism."
After Zelensky spoke with Congress, Senators Rob Portman and Jeanne Shaheen sent
a letter to President Biden urging him to send American-made aircraft to European
allies who supply Ukraine with Soviet-era planes. They identified Poland, Bulgaria
and Slovakia as countries having discussions with the U.S.about transferring part of
their inventory to the Ukrainian Air Force.

The Biden administration has asked that $10 billion in additional support for Ukraine
be included in a broad government funding package expected to pass in Congress this
week.
In a letter on Monday to lawmakers obtained by CBS News, Ukrainian Ambassador
to the U.S. Oksana Markarova laid out Ukraine's requests for the legislation, which
included taking appropriate steps to provide Ukraine with aircraft and defense
systems.
A U.S. official said Monday that the airspace over Ukraine remains contested, and the
Pentagon assesses that the Ukrainians still have a majority of their fixed wing aircraft
available.
The Ukrainians have stalled the Russians in their advances on key population centers,
but as the days go on, the Russians have struck targets with no regard for civilian
infrastructure.

