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Ukraine Crisis Kicks Off New Superpower Struggle Among U.S., Russia and China
Beijing and Moscow now hold a stronger hand in confronting the West than during
the Cold War

Michael R. Gordon - The Wall Street Journal

Russia’s audacious military assault on Ukraine is the first major clash marking a new
order in international politics, with three major powers jostling for position in ways
that threaten America’s primacy.

The challenges are different than those the U.S. and its network of alliances faced in
the Cold War. Russia and China have built a thriving partnership based in part on a
shared interest in diminishing U.S. power.

Unlike the Sino-Soviet bloc of the 1950s, Russia is a critical gas supplier to Europe,
while China isn’t an impoverished, war-ravaged partner but the world’s
manufacturing powerhouse with an expanding military.

In deploying a huge force and on Thursday ordering what he called a “special
military operation,” Russian President Viadimir Putin is demanding that the

West rewrite the post-Cold War security arrangements for Europe and demonstrated
that Russia has the military capability to impose its will despite Western objections
and economic sanctions.

To do this, Mr. Putin shifted military units from Russia’s border with China, showing
confidence in his relations with Beijing. The two powers, in effect, are coordinating to
reshape the global order to their advantage, though their ties stop short of a formal
alliance.

This emerging order leaves the U.S. contending with two adversaries at once in
geographically disparate parts of the world where America has close partners and
deep economic and political interests. The Biden administration now faces big
decisions on whether to re-gear its priorities, step up military spending, demand
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allies contribute more, station additional forces abroad and develop more diverse
energy sources to reduce Europe’s dependence on Moscow.

“We all thought we were looking at a Europe whole, free and at peace indefinitely,”
said Michele Flournoy, who served as the Pentagon’s top policy official during the
Obama administration.

“We knew that Russia would conduct gray zone operations and that Putin would use
his KGB playbook to create instability on his periphery. But a wholesale invasion of a
sovereign country to reorient its government is a different moment.”

“And we’re seeing that while Beijing doesn’t really like Putin’s tactics, they re
willing to band together as authoritarian states against the Western democracies,”
Ms. Flournoy added. “We are going to see more and more of that in the future.”

Russian President Viadimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping meet in Beijing
earlier in the month. PHOTO: ALEXEI DRUZHININ/SPUTNIK/AFP/GETTY
IMAGES

The U.S. predicament in part grew out of moves by Washington at the end of the Cold
War. As the globe’s sole superpower, the U.S. pushed to promote democracy around
the world and expand the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the key Cold War
military alliance in Europe, to include former members of the Kremlin-dominated
Warsaw Pact and some former Soviet republics. That responded to the decades-old
vearnings of East European nations to be free of Moscow’s dominion.

Mpr. Putin, however, saw his rivalry with the West as a zero-sum game and set about
moving Russia toward its Soviet-era prominence, with greater say over the nations on
its periphery.

China’s Communist Party leadership also saw pro-democracy protest movements in
former Soviet republics as U.S.-engineered plots that could ultimately be used against
Beijing. In response, China’s leadership tightened controls at home while redoubling



a military buildup—trends that accelerated when Xi Jinping took charge a decade
ago.

When pro-democracy protesters rose up in Hong Kong, Mr. Xi imposed harsh
security laws, brushing off agreements his predecessors made giving autonomy to the
former British colony and international financial center.

For much of the past decade, the U.S. security establishment began taking note of
what the Pentagon in 2015 called the “re-emergence of great power competition”
and shifted from its emphasis of counter-terrorism operations in the Middle East and
Southwest Asia.

In setting priorities as the Pentagon seeks to retool for future conflicts, Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin has repeatedly cast China as the “pacing challenge” while
Russia was seen as the lesser longer-term danger.

Lloyd Austin, the U.S. defense secretary, visited a Polish air base on Friday.
PHOTO: OMAR MARQUES/GETTY IMAGES

The projection matched President Biden'’s priorities even as he pledged to buttress the
world’s democracies. He took office wanting to focus on the pandemic, the economy
and other domestic issues, promising a “middle class” foreign policy that would
deliver returns for Americans after costly wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Managing relations with Moscow would help the administration concentrate on the
military, economic and technological competition with Beijing.

Toward this end, Mr. Biden held a summit meeting in June with Mr. Putin to forge
what the White House called a “stable, predictable” relationship. To put guardrails
on relations with Moscow, Mr. Biden agreed to a five-year extension of the New
START treaty limiting long-range U.S. and Russian nuclear arms.



The White House also directed the Pentagon to explore using Russian bases in
Central Asia to prevent the re-emergence of a terrorist threat in Afghanistan after the
withdrawal of U.S. troops.

My. Putin, however, tried to take advantage of Washington’s focus elsewhere to
pursue his agenda of bringing Belarus and Ukraine into Moscow’s sphere of
influence, most notably with Russia’s major military buildup on the doorstep of the
U.S.’s European allies and its new assault on Ukraine.

Does Russian aggression in Ukraine signal a geopolitical realignment? Join the
conversation below.

Even with annual defense budgets that soared over 8700 billion, coping with an
urgent Russian-generated crisis while preparing for a Chinese threat whose peak is
still years away presents an enormous challenge for the Pentagon.

“The United States is particularly at risk of being overwhelmed should its military be
forced to fight on two or more fronts simultaneously,” said a congressional mandated
study of the Pentagon’s strategy that was issued in 2018 by former military officers
and defense officials.

One of them, Kathleen Hicks, is now President Biden’s deputy defense secretary
directing the agency’s programs and plans. The crisis is already leading the U.S. to
move more troops to Europe and will likely prompt it to rethink defense spending
levels and perhaps even the size of its armed forces.

The era of nuclear reductions may come to an end as the U.S. military establishment
argues for a large enough nuclear arsenal to deter both Russia’s formidable nuclear
weaponry and China’s rapidly growing nuclear forces, which aren’t limited by any
arms-control agreement.



U.S. Army soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division were deployed to Poland to
reassure NATO allies and deter Russian aggression. PHOTO: BRYAN
WOOLSTON/REUTERS

Having to counter both Russia and China will also lead the Biden administration to
lean more heavily on the alliances the U.S. has used to augment its global power.

When Messrs. Putin and Xi held a summit in Beijing earlier this month, a 5,300-word
statement they released afterward took aim at NATO as well as U.S. alliances with
Australia and others in Asia for seeking “unilateral military advantages to the
detriment of the security of others.”

China has reinforced military outposts in the South China Sea, a vital global sea lane.
1t is also constructing a nascent network of bases around the world that could be used
by its rapidly expanding navy, piggybacking on port facilities being built as part of its
Belt and Road infrastructure initiative.

The U.S. is trying to prevent the Chinese navy from gaining its first foothold on the
Atlantic, pressuring Equatorial Guinea to spurn Beijing’s advances.

“The United States is going to have to get used again to operating in multiple theaters
simultaneously—not just militarily, but in terms of psychology and foreign-policy
making,” said Eliot Cohen, a military historian at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies think tank.

Western countries imposed sanctions on Russia as President Biden said Moscow had
begun its invasion of Ukraine. The measures are expected to have limited impact on
Russia’s economy, but the U.S. and its allies say they send a strong signal. Photo
Composite: Emily Siu

As the administration tries to sort through the new challenges, the Pentagon has
delayed the release of its national defense strategy intended to spell out plans to deter
the U.S.’s great power rivals and its new review of what nuclear weapons to develop
and the range of threats they should deter.
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Already, debates are emerging among U.S. defense experts on whether the Pentagon
should give equal weight to the twin challenges from Beijing and Moscow or focus
more on the Pacific.

Beyond the military, the new confrontation with Moscow might also accelerate a
Sfurther fracturing of economic globalization. China and the U.S. are trying to unravel
supply chains for critical technologies.

Should the West impose crippling sanctions on Russian banks and major companies,
Moscow is likely to become more reliant on Beijing, which has issued a digital
currency and is building a payments system separate from the West’s.

Energy is also likely to become an even greater focal point for national
security, owing to Europe’s dependence on supplies of natural gas from Russia, which
accounted for 29% of Europe’s natural-gas market last year.

A compressor station at the starting point of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline in
Ust-Luga, Russia. PHOTO: ANDREY RUDAKOV/BLOOMBERG NEWS

“It is already ending the amnesia about the importance of energy security,” said
Daniel Yergin, vice chairman of research firm I[HS Markit. “It means a new emphasis
on diversification of energy sources for Europe and a new look at U.S. domestic and
international energy policies.”

Advocates of using energy as a geopolitical tool say Washington should promote
investment in U.S. oil and natural gas and approve new LNG export terminals and
pipelines in the U.S.

In Europe, the crisis has already rocked NATO, with its secretary-general, Jens
Stoltenberg, saying the alliance needs to reconfigure itself to deal with a “new normal
in European security.”
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At a security conference in Munich over the weekend, Vice President Kamala Harris
and other leaders cited the unity that the U.S. and its European partners have
displayed in the face of Russia’s actions.

Vice President Kamala Harris speaking at the Munich Security Conference on
Saturday. PHOTO: ANDREW HARNIK/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

In the short run, NATO officials say, that may mean sending new battle groups to
southeastern Europe and beefing up allied forces in Poland and the Baltic States on
NATO'’s eastern flank.

The 1997 NATO-Russia Founding Act precludes the alliance from permanently
stationing additional substantial combat forces on the territory of its new Eastern and
Central European members, but could now be repealed.

A recent poll by the European Council on Foreign Relations noted most Europeans
see the Ukraine crisis as a broader threat to Europe. Some current and former
officials, however, worry that the alliance’s solidarity could fray in the years ahead
as it debates the need for greater military spending and wrestles whether its military
ties with Georgia might stir new confrontations with Moscow.

In June, NATO is planning to adopt its new “strategic concept” at a summit meeting
in Madrid, which will outline the broad principles of how the alliance plans to deal
with security challenges in the decade ahead.

1t will come as a report by the Alphen Group by former officials and other experts
urges that European members of the alliance and Canada provide for 50% of NATO's
minimum military requirements by 2030 so the U.S. can focus more on deterring
China.

“Everybody’s unified right now and outraged about what the Russians are doing,”
said Alexander Vershbow, a former U.S. ambassador to NATO who also served as the
alliance’s deputy secretary-general from 2012 to 2016.
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“But when we get down to making longer-term commitments to strengthen NATO's
defense posture and potentially revisit nuclear issues, it could become very divisive.”

Russian oligarch Alisher Usmanov’s $600M yacht seized in Germany: reports
Usmanov on Tuesday confirmed that financial actions had been taken against him
Dom Calicchio - FOXBusiness

Authorities in Germany this week seized a lavish 3600 million yacht belonging to
a Russian oligarch, according to reports.

The Dilbar, a 512-foot vessel belonging to billionaire Alisher Usmanov, was taken
over by authorities while it was being refitted in a German shipyard, Forbes reported.

The business magazine learned about the move Wednesday, just two days after
Usmanov was sanctioned by the European Union as part of its response to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the report said.

The EU has accused Usmanov of being a close ally of Russian President Viadimir
Putin and a supporter of Russia’s 2014 invasion of Crimea, the Washington Examiner
reported.

Usmanov on Tuesday confirmed that financial actions had been taken against him.

The luxury yacht Dilbar, which was delivered to a Russian billionaire in 2016, is
moored at the Blohm+Voss shipyard on Oct. 30, 2021, in Hamburg, Germany. (Getty
Images / Getty Images)

"On 28 February 2022 I became the target of restrictive measures imposed by the
European Union I believe that such decision is unfair, and the reasons employed to
Justify the sanctions are a set of false and defamatory allegations damaging my honor,
dignity, and business reputation,” he wrote Tuesday.
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The statement was posted on the website of the International Fencing Federation,
where the former professional fencer served as president since 2008 until stepping
down Monday, the Examiner reported.

The Dilbar had been undergoing work at a shipyard in Hamburg, Germany, since
October, according to Forbes. Employees of Blohm~+Voss, the shipbuilding firm
overseeing the project, were not at work Wednesday, the report said.

German shipbuilder Lurssen, which built the Dilbar, claims it’s the world’s largest
motor yacht by gross tonnage, weighing nearly 16,000 tons, according to Forbes.

When operating, the ship has a crew of 96 people. It features an 82-foot swimming
pool, two helicopter pads, sauna, gym and beauty salon and has 12 suites for
accommodating 24 guests.

Usmanov is a former stakeholder in the English soccer club Arsenal FC, having sold

his 30% share of the club for nearly 8700 million in 2018, the report said.

Usmanov retained a connection to the English Premier League through sponsorship
deals involving his companies but those deals were discontinued, the Examiner
reported.

Super yacht Dilbar, owned by Russian billionaire Alisher Usmanov, departed the Port
of Southampton in the United Kingdom, in June 2021. (Getty Images / Getty Images)

Separately, Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich said Wednesday that he will sell
English club Chelsea FC and donate proceeds to Ukraine war victims.

Usmanov's fortune comes largely from investments in the production of iron ore, steel
and consumer electronics, as well as smaller stakes in telecom, mining and media
companies, Forbes reported.

He also has numerous real estate assets in Europe, according to the report.
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President Biden and other Western leaders have made Russian oligarchs a target of

their efforts to put economic pressure on Putin as he continues the Russian invasion
of Ukraine.

This week in Washington, House Republicans promoted a bill that would let U.S.
citizens seize yachts, planes and other property belonging to Russian citizens in the

U.S.

Fearing martial law or conscription, some Russians try to flee abroad
Reuters

Passenger planes owned by Russia's airlines, including Aeroflot and Rossiya, are
parked at Sheremetyevo International Airport in Moscow, Russia March 1, 2022.
REUTERS/Marina Lystseva
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MOSCOW, March 3 (Reuters) - As Russian troops slowly advanced on Ukraine's
capital Kyiv on Thursday, some people back in Moscow were attempting to flee to
destinations abroad that have not banned flights from Russia, stomaching soaring
prices in the rush to escape.

The Kremlin dismissed speculation that Russian authorities plan to introduce martial
law following the invasion of Ukraine, which Moscow calls a "special operation”, or
that they will stop men of fighting age leaving Russia, but some did not want to risk
staying.

One Russian man, who moved back to Moscow from western Europe around a year
ago, said he had bought a flight to Istanbul for the weekend, adding that living in
Moscow may no longer be possible.

"I'm afraid that mobilisation will be introduced tomorrow and I won't be able to fly
out,” said the 29-year-old, requesting anonymity like others cited in this article.

"In my worst nightmares I couldn't have dream of such hell when I was coming back a
year ago."

Another man, aged 38, said he had managed to buy an expensive ticket to fly to the
Middle East at the weekend.

"I don't want to fight in this war. We've heard lots of rumours and I don't trust the
Kremlin when it says they aren't true,” he said.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine entered its second week on Thursday with Ukrainian
cities surrounded and under bombardment. Hundreds of Russian soldiers and
Ukrainian civilians have been killed and Russia has been plunged into an isolation
never before experienced by an economy of such size. read more

FEARING ARREST
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The cost of plane tickets has leapt since Russia closed its airspace to airlines from the
European Union and many other countries in a tit-for-tat response to sanctions
imposed by the West, severely limiting Russians' ability to travel.

The unprecedented Western sanctions on Moscow have already sent prices rising and
started hitting the lives of ordinary Russians, while those who protest have been
swiftly arrested.

Some 7,669 people have been detained at anti-war protests since the invasion began
on Feb. 24, according to the OVD-Info protest-monitoring group.

After giving her cat to her family to look after, a 29-year-old woman flew to Israel on
Sunday before prices rose even further, worried that things in Moscow can only get
worse.

"I am ashamed that I haven't stayed in Russia, that I am not fighting to the end, not
protesting in the streets,” she said.

"But if you go out against the war, they arrest you, and there is this law on state
treason.”

Russia's state prosecutor's office on Feb. 27 issued a reminder that anyone providing
financial or other assistance to a foreign state or international organisation aimed
against Russia's security could be convicted of treason and face a maximum sentence
of 20 years.

VISA PROBLEMS

Others faced bureaucratic hurdles. Russians require visas to enter most European
countries, and a modest queue had formed at the Italian visa application centre in
Moscow, which was still accepting requests by appointment only, with the nearest
available slots over a week away.

"I will make an appointment for March 11, although what may happen in the near
future is scary and uncertain,” said one 40-year-old Russian woman.

"l want to have a visa ready. I think they will let me in with a PCR test (against
COVID) and then I'll sort something out,” she added.

Russia's Sputnik V vaccine has not been approved by the EU, meaning many Russians
without a shot recognized in the West may be denied entry on health grounds.

It was not just Russians trying to flee. A Filipino woman who works as a nanny in

Moscow was also applying for a visa.
"I desperately want to get a visa, I'm scared here,” she said.

Overwhelming UN Vote Makes China’s Ukraine Balancing Act Harder
Bloomberg News



The results of a vote on a resolution condemning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, at
the UN General Assembly on March 2. Photographer: Seth Wenig/AP Photo

An overwhelming vote by the United Nations on a resolution condemning Russia’s

invasion of Ukraine may increase the pressure on China to take a clearer position on
the issue.

The UN General Assembly passed the measure urging Russia to immediately halt its
“aggression” by a vote of 141 to 5 in an emergency session Wednesday. Russia was
joined by only Belarus -- a key launching point for its invasion -- Eritrea, North
Korea and Syria in opposition to the non-binding resolution.

Global Opposition
141 members of the UN back resolution against Russian invasion of Ukraine
Source: UN General Assembly, Bloomberg

The vote cast a spotlight on China’s continued effort to avoid taking a clear stance
against the military action by its close diplomatic partner, despite Beijing’s frequent
advocacy for upholding sovereignty rights guaranteed by the UN’s charter.

The country -- one of five veto-wielding members on the UN Security Council -- was
among 35 states who abstained from the vote.

China’s UN ambassador envoy, Zhang Jun, said the resolution “had not undergone
full consultations within the whole membership, nor did it take full consideration the
history and complexity of the current crisis,” according to the official Xinhua New
Agency.

“These are not in line with China’s consistent positions. Therefore, China had no
choice but to abstain,” Zhang said.

The war is testing Chinese President Xi Jinping’s commitment last month to a “no
limits ” relationship with Putin, as the U.S. and its allies pile on sanctions and press
Beijing to take a stand against military aggression.
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In recent days, Xi has urged Putin to pursue negotiations and China also abstained
from a binding UN Security Council resolution condemning the attack.

“The overwhelming condemnation from 141 states in opposition to China’s strategic
partner, Russia, is a clear signal to China that other states are watching how a
leading state, like China, responds to blatant abuse of Ukrainian sovereignty,” said
Courtney Fung, an associate professor at Macquarie University and an associate
fellow at Chatham House. “Rhetoric over ‘Cold War mentality’ is one thing, but

condoning invasion is another.
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While Foreign Minister Wang Yi described the conflict as a “war” and urged the
protection of civilians in a call with Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro Kuleba this week,
China has refrained from publicly calling for a ceasefire or using the term

“Invasion.

12

China hasn’t criticized Russia, and continues to voice support for its security
concerns and blame the U.S. for precipitating the crisis.

Here’s the full vote tally:

VOTE

Yes

No

Abstain

UN MEMBER

Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Antigua-Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Botswana, Brazil, Brunei, Bulgaria, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Canada, Chad, Chile,
Colombia, Comoros, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana,
Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland,
Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya,
Kiribati, Kuwait, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia, Monaco, Montenegro, Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Norway, Oman, Palau,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts-Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent-Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome-Principe, Saudi Arabia, Serbia,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
South Korea, Spain, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Timor Leste, Tonga,
Trinidad-Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Tuvalu, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, U.K.,
U.S., Uruguay, Vanuatu, Yemen, Zambia

Belarus, Eritrea, North Korea, Russia, Syria

Algeria, Angola, Armenia, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Burundi, Central African Republic,
China, Congo, Cuba, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, India, Iran, Iraq, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Madagascar, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Namibia, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Senegal, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tajikistan,
Tanzania, Uganda, Vietnam, Zimbabwe
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— With assistance by Krystal Chia, Lucille Liu, and Adrian Leung.

Zelensky: If West won't impose no-fly zone, "'give me the planes"
Zachary Basu - AXIOS
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said at a press conference Thursday that if
the U.S. and NATO will not establish a "no-fly" zone over Ukraine, they should
provide Ukraine with warplanes to defend itself against Russia's aerial assault.

Why it matters: The U.S. and NATO have said enforcing a "no-fly" zone would
potentially require their forces to shoot down Russian aircraft, drawing them directly
into a conflict with a nuclear power.

The European Union's foreign policy chief stunned observers when he said last
week that EU countries formerly part of the Eastern Bloc would deliver Soviet-era
fighter jets that Ukrainian pilots were capable of operating.

That promise appears to have fallen apart, however, as Poland, Bulgaria and
Slovakia have said they do not plan to expand the scope of their military aid to
Ukraine to include aircraft.

What they're saying: "l say every day if you cannot shut the sky now, then give us the
timeline when you will do it? If you now cannot provide the timeline, tell us how
many people have to die?” Zelensky asked at a lengthy press conference with
reporters in Kyiv.

"Tell me how many. I'll go to count and wait for this moment. I hope the sky will be
shut down. If you don't have strength and courage to do that, then give me the
planes. Wouldn't that be fair?” The big picture: Zelensky, who has become a global
icon of Ukraine's resistance, acknowledged the fear that comes from Vladimir Putin's
threats to his life, his family and his country.

"[ feel pain as anybody else,” Zelensky said. "It would not be normal not to.’

)
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"I don’t want Ukraine’s history to be a legend about 300 Spartans,” he added. "l
want peace.”

An American gig work app was accused of working for Russia. Why?

In the confusion, Google, an early investor in Premise, temporarily removed the
app.

Louise Matsakis - NBC News

Ukrainian service members collect unexploded shells in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Feb. 26,
2022. Sergei Supinsky / AFP - Getty Images

For nearly a decade, Premise, a San Francisco-based crowd sourcing firm, has
helped corporations and government agencies hire gig workers on the ground in
far-flung regions, who provide information such as the availability of vaccines in
Afghanistan or the cost of yogurt in Colombia.

1t recently tasked Ukrainians with a more delicate job: taking photographs of the
damage caused by explosives and identifying nearby medical facilities.

When Russia began invading Ukraine last week, Premise was accused by Ukrainian
authorities of collecting that data on behalf of the Russian government. By Friday
night, the company had temporarily frozen its activities in the country “out of an
abundance of caution.”

Premise CEO Maury Blackman said that Google, whose parent company was one of
the company's early investors, removed its app in Ukraine for several days before
restoring it Tuesday.

Premise said the accusations that it was working for the Russian military or
government were “unequivocally false.” The company hired Lanny Davis, a
Washington political operative and a Clinton administration lawyer, to help manage
crisis communications. Davis said the company’s clients in Ukraine include the U.S.
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government and a European government interested in understanding the country’s
current infrastructure.

Davis, who previously represented former President Donald Trump’s prior personal
attorney Michael Cohen, said Premise has spoken multiple times with FBI officials
over the last few days. The company contacted the FBI for help clearing its name with
Google and the armed forces of Ukraine, which released a statement Friday alleging
the company was working for the Kremlin.

The FBI declined to comment.

Google did not respond to requests for comment.

“All Premise and our entire community of employees and stakeholders want to do is
help the Ukrainian people at this moment of peril against the Russian invaders,”
Blackman said in a statement.

Experts say that the confusion over Premise in Ukraine highlights the risks that come
with relying on gig work platforms to collect sensitive information, especially in
situations like a war.

“All these different platforms, they re trying to create very efficient, low-friction ways
to hire contingent labor on demand,” said Matthew Lease, an information studies
professor at the University of Texas at Austin, who researches crowd sourcing
platforms. “The very things that make it so efficient provide a lack of context and
inability to potentially report issues or ask questions.”

Premise resumed its work in Ukraine on Wednesday, “with the purpose of providing
humanitarian assistance to Ukrainian citizens,” the company said in a press release.

Since 2017, Premise has received at least $5 million as part of U.S. military projects,
including with the Army and the Air Force, according to an investigation published
last year by The Wall Street Journal.

Susan Gough, a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of Defense, said she couldn’t
comment on the department's work with specific companies. “DOD intelligence
components purchase and use commercially available information in accordance with
applicable legal and regulatory authorities to conduct and support authorized DOD
missions,” she said in an email.

On the ground

Oleksandr Kuts, 31, an information technology worker living in Kyiv, said he first
became aware of Premise last week, after spotting painted symbols around the capital
that resembled targets or bull's-eyes.

Ukravtodor, the Ukrainian agency in charge of maintaining roads, warned Thursday
that the markings were part of a system used by the Russian military and instructed
civilians to report information about them to the police.

After downloading the Premise app, Kuts and his co-workers saw it was asking
people in Ukraine to share data they speculated could be related to the symbols.
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“There were tasks like find the nearest hospitals, find the nearest bridge, find the
nearest holes after bombings,” he said.

Kuts quickly put together a guide alerting Ukrainians about the app, which he said
was shared widely by his friends and contacts online. “Some of our other friends
started sharing it, I think some Ukrainian journalists started to share it. It was like a
waterfall,” he said, referring to how quickly the information spread.

In Ukraine, where people are already on high alert amid the invasion, Kuts said that
Premise’s secrecy about its clients was not helpful.

“The civilians are very strong. They capture all suspicious information, all
suspicious people,” he said.

Because he and his colleagues couldn’t figure out who Premise was working on
behalf of, they assumed it was Russia. Davis denied that Premise had anything to do
with the symbols that have appeared in parts of Ukraine. “It’s 100 percent false,” he
said.

A growing market

Launched in 2013, Premise is part of the billion-dollar crowdsourcing industry,
which hires workers, frequently in developing countries, to complete piecemeal tasks,
such as answering surveys, taking pictures or labeling images for artificial
intelligence systems.

The data is shared with corporations and governments, and has also frequently been
used for self-driving cars and other technology.

Crowd sourcing platforms typically don’t inform workers who the end customer is,
said Mary L. Gray, the co-author of “Ghost Work,” a book about the people who
work for crowd sourcing apps.

“Because the tasks are distributed globally and digitally, there is no way to really
understand who’s doing this work and the work conditions under which they do it,”
she said.

“That’s a feature, not a bug of platform economies. They assume workers shouldn’t
care and that’s dehumanizing and, ultimately, dangerous for the end consumer of
whatever a data worker touches.” Gray and other experts said the industry should be
subject to more regulation.

Julian Posada, a doctoral candidate at the University of Toronto who studies the
human labor behind crowd sourcing platforms, said it was understandable that
Ukrainians may have assumed Russia was working with Premise.

A number of similar platforms are based in Russia, he said, including Toloka, which
was launched by the Russian tech giant Yandex.
“Gig economy platforms are not new for Russians,” he said.

Even when a conflict isn’t occurring, experts say crowd sourcing workers often have
questions about how their labor may ultimately be used. As part of his research,
Posada said he heard from a worker in Latin America, who was asked to identify
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roofs in satellite images, who worried the data would be incorporated into automated
weapons systems.

But workers often have little power or ability to bring up these types of concerns,
especially if they need the income they earn from crowd sourcing to survive,
according to Posada.

“Many workers are in very precarious situations,” he said. “The power differentials
are extreme.”

One Week After Russia’s Invasion, Here’s How the War Is Evolving
Marc Santora & Mike Ives - New York Times

Ukrainian emergency services officers in Kharkiv trying to remove the body of a
rocket they said had been fired by Russian forces on Friday.Credit...Tyler Hicks/The
New York Times

LVIV, Ukraine — One week into their invasion of Ukraine, Russian forces are
ramping up assaults on civilian areas, making strategic advances in the coastal south
and beginning to lay siege to major cities.

The invasion by President Viadimir V. Putin’s troops, which began on Feb. 24, kicked
off Europe’s largest ground war since World War II.

In the days since, parts of towns and cities along Ukraine’s eastern border with
Russia have been reduced to rubble by Russian forces, according video evidence
verified by The New York Times and interviews with residents who fled. Major cities,
including the capital, Kyiv, have faced significant onslaughts, with Ukrainian officials
saying Russian forces had taken control of the first major city in the war, the strategic
southern port of Kherson.
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As the war moves to an increasingly brutal phase, Russian artillery and rocket fire
have cut off electricity, water and heat to many communities. Reports are also
multiplying of Russian strikes against hospitals, schools, apartment complexes and
critical civilian infrastructure.

And a humanitarian crisis looms: More than a million people have already fled the
country, according to the head of the United Nations refugee agency.

Even as Russian forces continue their onslaught, soldiers and civilian warriors from
Ukraine, a country of 44 million, are fiercely resisting the attack of its much larger
and more heavily armed neighbor.

Russia has been making huge gains across the country, especially in the south, but it
has yet to gain air superiority over Ukraine, a strategic setback for Mr. Putin that
analysts attribute to Ukraine’s fighter jets and surprisingly resilient air defenses.

Officials from Ukraine and the United States also say that a number of Russian units
— which reportedly include many young, poorly trained conscripts — have
been hampered a bit by delays, poor morale and shortages of food and fuel.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine vowed on Thursday to regain control of
parts of the country where Russian forces had made gains.
“I am sure of this: if they entered somewhere, it is only temporarily,” he said in an
addpress to the nation. “We’ll drive them out. With shame.”

Here’s how the war is evolving:

Ukrainians taking shelter in a subway station in Kyiv on Wednesday. Credit...Lynsey
Addario for The New York Times

Bombarding the capital
After facing stiffer than expected resistance, Mr. Putin has escalated the
bombardment of Kyiv as his forces seek to topple the government. As many as 15,000
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people, mostly women and children, have taken up residence in the subway
system, The Times's Andrew Kramer reported from Kyiv.

This week, a missile hit a television tower in Kyiv, and airstrikes hit a residential area
of Zhytomyr, a city less than 100 miles west of Kyiv. A video verified by The New York
Times also showed what appeared to be two Russian warplanes flying at low altitude
moments before an airstrike hit a residential apartment complex in Irpin, a city on
Kyiv’s northwestern limits.

Such attacks, along with a convoy roughly 40 miles long of Russian military vehicles
that has been moving toward Kyiv in recent days, have stirred fears that troops may
encircle and bombard what just a week ago was a peaceful, modern European capital
of about 2.8 million people. But on Thursday, there were indications that the convoy
may be struggling with soggy ground and other logistical issues slowing its advance.

A building of the Karazin Kharkiv National University after shelling in
Kharkiv. Credit...Sergey Bobok/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

Laying siege to cities

Mpr. Putin’s forces have already surrounded the northeastern city of Kharkiv, 20 miles
from the Russian border, and have been pummeling it from the outside with missiles
and artillery shells.

Taking Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, would be a major strategic prize and
could allow Russia to consolidate its forces in other areas. But holding a city requires
significant troop presence, and Russia is already facing a rebellion of the general
public.

1t is unclear what Russian forces plan to do should they gain control of government
buildings — or how they would deal with what would probably be an insurgent effort
to oust them.

Mapping the war
What'’s clear for now is that laying siege to Kharkiv will most likely inflict heavy
collateral damage on civilians as the war grinds on. There are already reports of men,
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women and children in Kharkiv going days without food and water, huddled in
freezing basement shelters as Russian forces continue to bombard a city that just a
week ago had a population of 1.5 million.

Russia is also mounting increasingly brazen attacks on Kharkiv’s downtown
infrastructure, a strategy intended to make the civilian population flee as part of a
precursor to a ground invasion. Missiles have been hitting administrative buildings,
and there have been clashes with Russian forces as they probe and test the city’s
defenses.

Volunteers filling sand bags in Kropyvnytskyi, southern Ukraine, on Sunday evening,
in effort to fortify the city’s defenses.Credit... Tyler Hicks/The New York Times

Gaining in strategic areas

Russia has made important strategic gains in recent days across southern Ukraine’s
Black Sea coast. Securing the south would cut off the Ukrainian government’s access
to vital ports and could allow Russia to bring troops and supplies in by sea.

From the southern coast, Russian troops could move northward toward Kyiv and link
up with fellow Russians who have been fighting in eastern Ukraine. That would
expand Mr. Putin’s control east of the Dnieper River, which cuts through the center of
Ukraine and divides its western and eastern regions.

A Ukrainian city falls. Russian troops gained control of Kherson, the first city to be
overcome during the war. The overtaking of Kherson is significant as it allows the
Russians to control more of Ukraine’s southern coastline and to push west toward the
city of Odessa.

Russia’s advance. Russian troops encircled the strategic port city of Mariupol. A
military convoy that has come within 20 miles of Kyiv appeared to have stalled in
place, stymied by what British officials described as “staunch Ukrainian resistance,
mechanical breakdown and congestion.”
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The conflict and Beijing 2022. A Western intelligence report said that China told
Russian officials not to invade Ukraine before the end of the Beijing Olympics,
indicating it had some knowledge about Russia’s intentions. Separately, in a quick
reversal, the organizers of the Paralympic Winter Games barred athletes from Russia
and Belarus from competing.

A symbolic vote. The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution
condemning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, with the support of 141 countries out of
193. The vote, which is not legally binding, reflected Russia’s growing isolation on
the international stage.

Odessa, Ukraine’s biggest port city, is not as militarily significant as the nearby
Crimean Peninsula, which Russia annexed in 2014. But seizing it would be essential if
Russia wants to control southern Ukraine, The Times s Michael Schwirtz reported
from Odessa on Wednesday.

Now that Russian forces have moved into the southern port of Kherson, they have a
path to Odessa. They have also surrounded another key port city, Mariupol. If
Mariupol falls, two flanks of Russian and Russian-backed fighters would be able to
trap Ukraine’s forces in the southeast.

Russian naval ships have gathered just outside Ukraine’s territorial waters in the
Black Sea. Ukraine has accused Russia of firing on civilian ships and using them as
cover.

The scene at the train station in Lviv on Wednesday, as thousands continued to flee
the fighting in the east and south of Ukraine. Credit...Ivor Prickett for The New York
Times

Rising anxiety

In western Ukraine, people have sought refuge from the invasion in Lviv, a city of
ornate buildings about 45 miles from the Polish border that has so far been spared
heavy combat.

But since the first air raid siren wailed a week ago, there has been a growing sense
of urgency and anxiety in Lviv.
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A vast network of volunteers has emerged to help both those fleeing conflict and
others heading off to the front. The roads into the city have also been lined with
checkpoints and hastily erected defenses.

Heavily armed soldiers patrol the streets, stopping strangers and apprehending
people they contend are Russian agents and saboteurs. In one incident that a New
York Times reporter witnessed in Lviv on Tuesday, several men were pulled out of a

red sedan in the heart of the old town and bundled away by security.

In restaurants that remain open, bottled water is now served exclusively in plastic
bottles. The glass ones are being used to make Molotov cocktails.

(Marc Santora reported from Lviv, Ukraine, and Mike Ives from Seoul.)

Gas prices in many US cities will hit 35 in 'weeks.’' Some are already higher
Mike Snider - USA TODAY

Get ready to pay even more at the pump — perhaps as much as 35 per gallon or more.

Some consumers are already paying more than that: The average price for a gallon
of regular gasoline in San Francisco hit the 85 mark Thursday. That's the first time a
U.S. city has hit an average that high, said Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at fuel-savings app GasBuddy.

But the entire state of California will likely hit that mark in the next week or two, and
major citiesnationwide will likely follow suit, De Haan told USA TODAY. "Some
large cities could hit $5/gal but not yet immediately," he said.

Highest gas prices in the US

Since Monday, the national average for a gallon of regular gasoline has increased by
11 cents to $3.72, according to AAA. Prices averaged $3.54 a week ago and $3.41 a
month ago, the organization said.

California is the most expensive market in the U.S., averaging $4.94 per gallon, AAA
said, followed by Hawaii ($4.63), Oregon ($4.16), Nevada ($4.13), Washington
(34.11), Alaska ($4.03), Illinois (34.02), New York ($3.93), Pennsylvania ($3.88), and
Connecticut, (33.85)

The rise in gas prices nationally is primarily due to the Ukraine-Russia conflict "and
the fact that American and (European Union) sanctions are having a severe impact
on Russia's ability to sell crude oil, thus crude prices have skyrocketed," said De
Haan of Gas Buddy. The tech company's app provides real-time gas price information
for more than 150,000 stations nationwide.

DO WE RUN ON RUSSIAN OIL? How much oil does the US buy from Russia?
OPEC++, which includes OPEC members, Russia and other non-cartel members, has
agreed to continue to increase oil production. Sanctions against Russia, one of the
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world's largest energy suppliers, could result in oil buyers losing access to a key oil
seller.

The price of crude oil, a key determiner for gas prices, surpassed $110 a barrel
Wednesday.

President Joe Biden has warned that sanctions against Russia and other moves to
defend Ukraine will cost Americans, and many people began to notice increased
prices at the pump last week as the invasion commenced.

What's everyone talking about? Sign up for our trending newsletter to get the latest
news of the day

"I will do everything in my power to limit the pain the American people are feeling at
the gas pump," Biden said last month. "This is critical to me."

The U.S. and its allies released 60 million barrels of oil from their strategic
reserves this week, but a similar move in November 2021 had little lasting effect.

Demand could increase with COVID restrictions loosening and warmer weather
prompting road trips, De Haan said in a press release released Thursday.

San Francisco's record-setting average price "is likely just the beginning of a larger
trend of price spikes to come to California and the entire country,” he said.
Highest gas price increases in the US

Places where gas price averages have risen the most since last week, AAA said, are
Michigan (+39 cents), Indiana (+36 cents), lllinois (+31 cents) and Ohio (+30
cents).



https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2022/03/02/gas-prices-biden-russia-ukraine/6973896001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2022/03/02/gas-prices-biden-russia-ukraine/6973896001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2022/02/23/gas-prices-rising-russia-ukraine/6912371001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2022/02/23/gas-prices-rising-russia-ukraine/6912371001/
https://profile.usatoday.com/newsletters/everyones-talking/
https://profile.usatoday.com/newsletters/everyones-talking/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2022/03/02/gas-prices-biden-russia-ukraine/6973896001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/markets/2022/03/01/stocks-falling-oil-russia-nears-kyiv/6978856001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/markets/2022/03/01/stocks-falling-oil-russia-nears-kyiv/6978856001/
https://gasprices.aaa.com/expensive-oil-pushes-pump-prices-to-new-heights/

Vladimir Putin may declare martial law in Russia. Here's what it would mean for
Russians.
Orlando Mayorquin - USA TODAY

Dmitri Lovetsky, AP

As fierce Ukrainian resistance has slowed Putin’s invasion and dissent against
the invasion grows among Russians, European Union officials fear Putin may declare
martial law on Friday.

One week after the distant booms heard outside Kyiv in the pre-dawn hours signaled
the beginning of the Russian advance, more than one million people have reportedly
fled Ukraine and hundreds of military and civilian deaths have been reported as the
Russian military continues to lay siege to cities all around Ukraine.

An EU official called the potential Russian plans for martial law “completely
home-produced.”

"As is the tragic loss of young lives killed in the military conflict, with Russian
mothers having to learn about the loss of their sons,” the official told Reuters. “So it
is something we're conscious of. And it's something we're worried about.”

What is martial law?

Martial law is when military rule temporarily substitutes civilian rule, invoked usually
during a time of war or crisis, according to the U.S. Department of Justice. But the
specifics of martial law vary by country.

President Volodymyr Zelensky declared martial law in Ukraine last week when
Russian troops stormed into the country. Zelensky's declaration bars Ukrainian men
aged 18-60 from leaving the country.

Under martial law, the military steps in the place of civilian institutions like the
police.

What happens if Putin declares martial law?
The Russian Constitution gives Putin the power to declare martial law “in case of
an aggression against the Russian Federation or of a direct threat of aggression,”
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requiring that he inform the Federation Council and the State Duma, Russia’s federal
legislative chambers.

Martial law could give the Kremlin near absolute power to escalate with impunity its
already punishing crack down on anti-war dissidents in the country, as the Russian
Constitution offers little specifics about the limits of a martial law regime, stating
only that it “shall be defined by the federal constitutional law.”

Thousands have already been arrested for engaging in anti-war protests and this
week, the Russian legislature mulled a new law that would hand a 15-year jail
sentence for people who spread “false news” about the war, according to the New
York Times.

Instead of police, Russian soldiers would bear down on uncompliant citizens.

On Thursday reports surfaced that Russian citizens were hurrying to flee the country
amid the news of the potential declaration, which many expect to be made by Putin in
an addpress to the nation on Friday.

Martial law would further disrupt life for people in Russia who are already
experiencing the economic effects of the strict sanctions levied on the country. The EU
and the United States have also closed their airspace to Russian aircraft, making it
especially difficult for people to escape the country.

Photos in Gallery©AFP via Getty Images. Police officers detain a woman during a
protest against Russia's invasion of Ukraine in central Moscow on March 3, 2022.
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Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police detain a demonstrator during an action against Russia's
attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. Protests
against the Russian invasion of Ukraine resumed on Wednesday, with people taking
to the streets of Moscow and St. Petersburg and other Russian towns despite mass
arrests.

OLGA MALTSEVA, AFP via Getty Images. People march to protest against Russia's
invasion of Ukraine in central Saint Petersburg on March 1, 2022.



NATALIA KOLESNIKOVA, AFP via Getty Images. Police officers detain women
during a protest against Russia's invasion of Ukraine in central Moscow on March 2,
2022. Jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny on March 2 urged Russians to stage daily

protests against Moscow's invasion of Ukraine, saying the country should not be a

"nation of frightened cowards" and calling Vladimir Putin "an insane little tsar."

Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police detain demonstrators during an action against Russia's
attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Tuesday, March. 1, 2022.



Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police detain a demonstrator during an action against Russia's
attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, March 2, 2022.

OLGA MALTSEVA, AFP via Getty Images. Police officers detain a woman during a
protest against Russia's invasion of Ukraine in central Saint Petersburg on March 2,
2022.



Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Men take down a sign with writing reading "No War" which was
hanging over Nevsky prospect, the central avenue of St. Petersburg, Russia, Tuesday,
March. 1, 2022.

KIRILL KUDRYAVTSEV, AFP via Getty Images. Police officers put up metal barriers
around central Moscow's Manezhnaya Square on March 2, 2022.



Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Demonstrators shout slogans during an action against Russia's
attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. Protests against
the Russian invasion of Ukraine took place in the streets of Moscow and St.
Petersburg and other Russian towns despite mass arrests.

Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police detain a demonstrator during an action against Russia's
attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022.



SERGEI MIKHAILICHENKO, AFP via Getty Images. People march to protest
against Russia's invasion of Ukraine in central Saint Petersburg on Feb. 27, 2022.

Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police block a way for demonstrators during an action against
Russia's attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022.



Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police detain a demonstrator during an action against Russia's
attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022.

SERGEI MIKHAILICHENKO, AFP via Getty Images. A demonstrator wearing a face
mask with an inscription reading "No to war" stands in front of a line of police
officers during a protest against Russia's invasion of Ukraine in central Saint
Petersburg on Feb. 27, 2022.



KIRILL KUDRYAVTSEV, AFP via Getty Images. Police officers detain a man holding
a placard reading "No to war with Ukraine! Putin to resign!" during a protest against
Russia's invasion of Ukraine at Moscow's Pushkinskaya Square on Feb. 24, 2022.

Denis Kaminev, AP. Police detain a group of demonstrators during an action against
Russia's attack on Ukraine in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022.



Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police detain a demonstrator during an action against Russia's
attack on Ukraine in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022.

Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. A detained demonstrator shows a sign 'No War!' from a police
bus in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022.



Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Demonstrators shout slogans in St. Petersburg, Russia, Friday,
Feb. 25, 2022. Shocked Russians turned out by the thousands to decry their country's
invasion of Ukraine as emotional calls for protests grew on social media.

Evgeniy Sofiychuk, AP. Police detain a demonstrator with a poster which reads "The
war with Ukraine is a shame and a crime"” during an action against Russia's attack on
Ukraine in Omsk, Russia, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022.



KIRILL KUDRYAVTSEV, AFP via Getty Images. Police officers detain a woman
during a protest against Russia's invasion of Ukraine in Moscow on Feb. 24, 2022.

Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Demonstrators hold signs 'No war!', in St. Petersburg, Russia,
Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022. Hundreds of people gathered in the center of Moscow
protesting against Russia's attack on Ukraine. Many of the demonstrators were

detained. Similar protests took place in other Russian cities, and activists were also

arrested.



Dmitri Lovetsky, AP. Police officers detain demonstrators in St. Petersburg, Russia,
Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022.

Roman Yarovitsyn, AP. A protester with a Ukrainian flag walks in Nizhny Novgorod,
Russia, Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022.



ALEXANDER NEMENOV, AFP via Getty Images. A woman holding flowers in the
colors of the Ukrainian flag attends a protest against Russia's invasion of Ukraine in
central Moscow on Feb. 24, 2022.



