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Russia has a $140 billion stockpile of gold, but no one wants to buy it
Dominick - Reuter
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The fifth-largest stockpile of gold in the world belongs to Russia, valued at nearly
$140 billion. As with oil, sanctions are making it very difficult for Russia to trade the
precious commodity. Demand for gold is still high within the country as the ruble has
crashed to record lows.
Like the price of crude oil, gold prices have been on a wild ride since Russia began its
invasion of Ukraine. And like oil, Russia holds some of the world's largest reserves of
gold — some 2,300 tons of it, worth nearly $140 billion.
The huge reserves of the precious metal were built up over the past decade and a half,
and were intended to be a sort of economic insurance policy for the country.
But as with oil, sanctions are making it incredibly difficult for Russia to actually
realize the value of its holdings.
"This is why they bought their gold, it was for a situation just like this," Cork
University Business School lecturer Fergal O'Connor told Bloomberg. "But if no one
will trade it with you, it doesn't matter.”
Last week, London's gold marketplace — the most important center in the world for
bullion — banned all bars from Russian refineries, effectively shutting it out of the
global trade.
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The US Senate followed that move with a new bill that would prohibit US citizens
from making any transaction that involves Russian gold.
"Russia's massive gold supply is one of the few remaining assets that Putin can use to
keep his country's economy from falling even further," Maine Sen. Angus King said in
a statement. "By sanctioning these reserves, we will further isolate Russia from the
world's economy and increase the difficulty of Putin's increasingly-costly military
campaign."
Even without international buyers, it appears domestic demand for gold is high,
according to a statement from the central bank of Russia.
On Tuesday, the bank said it will suspend its regular purchases of gold from lending
institutions so as not to compete with household demand at a time when people are
racing to exchange crashing rubles for gold bars.
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If the currency continues to fall relative to the US dollar, Credit Suisse strategist
Zoltan Pozsar told Bloomberg that the country could use the stockpile to effectively
revert to a gold-standard, using it as an "anchor" by selling it at a fixed price in
rubles.
The world's three largest oilfield service companies — Halliburton, Schlumberger,
and Baker Hughes — are suspending operations in Russia
Sam Tabahriti - Business Insider
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Oilfield services companies Halliburton, Schlumberger, and Baker Hughes are
suspending operations in Russia. The three companies announced their decisions on
Friday and Saturday, stating they would take immediate effect. Several other energy
companies previously announced plans to exit their operations in Russia.
Three of the world's largest oilfield service companies have suspended their
operations in Russia in response to US sanctions over the invasion of Ukraine.
Reuters and other outlets first reported the story.
Schlumberger and Halliburton each announced their decision in news releases on
Friday, saying their policies would take immediate effect. Baker Hughes followed on
Saturday, noting in a press statement the company would suspend all new investments
in Russia.
According to Oil Industry Insight, Schlumberger is the world's largest oilfield
company service, followed by Baker Hughes and Halliburton, respectively.
Olivier Le Peuch, the chief executive officer for Schlumberger, said in the news
release it was suspending new investment and technology deployment to the

company's operations in Russia. The company plans to fulfil any existing activity in
full compliance with international laws and sanctions.
"Safety and security are at the core of who we are as a company, and we urge a
cessation of the conflict and a restoration of safety and security in the region,” Le
Peuch added.
In its news release, Halliburton said, while the company had halted all shipments of
specific sanctioned parts and products to Russia several weeks ago, it has
immediately suspended future business in compliance with sanctions that prohibit
transactions and work.
Its chairman, president, and CEO Jeff Miller said: "The war in Ukraine deeply
saddens us.”
He added: "We have employees in both Ukraine and Russia, and the conflict greatly
impacts our people, their families, and loved ones throughout the region. Since the
start of this conflict, we prioritized employee safety and compliance with all relevant
sanctions.”
Baker Hughes CEO Lorenzo Simonelli said in a statement that the company is pulling
all new investments in Russia and is "continuing to comply with applicable laws and
sanctions as it fulfills current contractual obligations.”
"The crisis in Ukraine is of grave concern and we strongly support a diplomatic
solution,” Simonelli said in the statement. "We condemn violence and our hearts go
out to the people and families of those impacted. The health and safety of our
employees, customers, partners, and their families always remains our top priority.”
Major companies such as Exxon, Mobil, BP, and Shell have pulled out of Russia,
while McDonald's, which said it would close all stores, have been unable to do so.
Ukraine accused Russia of forced mass deportations from Mariupol to Russian
cities, comparing the tactic to Nazis in WWII
Sophia Ankel (sankel@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider
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evacuated in groups under the control of pro-Russian separatists in Mariupol,
Ukraine, on March 20, 2022.
Ukrainian officials said thousands of people in Mariupol had been taken to Russia
against their will. The residents were taken to camps then shipped on to remote areas
of Russia, they said. Ukraine likened the tactic, which has not been independently
verified, to Nazi labor camps.
Ukraine accused Russia of forcibly taking thousands of people in the besieged city of
Mariupol and deporting them to remote Russian cities, comparing the tactic to the
events of World War II.
Inna Sovsun, a Ukrainian MP, claimed on Sunday that people trapped in Mariupol, a
strategic coastal city that has been the target of intense attack from Russia, were
being taken against their will across the border and farther into Russia.
"They're taking Ukrainian citizens, sending them through what are called filtration
camps, and then relocating them to distant parts of Russia to work for free,"
Sovsun told Times Radio. "This is the logic of Nazi Germany.”
Ukraine's human-rights spokesperson, Lyudmyla Denisova, elaborated on the reports
on Sunday, claiming that people were being "sent by rail to various economically
depressed cities in Russia.”
"Our citizens have been issued papers that require them to be in a certain city,"
Denisova said in a Telegram post seen by Insider. "They have no right to leave it for
at least two years with the obligation to work at the specified place of work. The fate
of others remains unknown.”
Mariupol Mayor Vadym Boichenko likened the developments to Nazi
Germany, telling CNN on Saturday: "What the occupiers are doing today is familiar
to the older generation, who saw the horrific events of World War II when the Nazis
forcibly captured people.”
During World War II, Nazi Germany deported Jews and other victim groups to
ghettos, shooting sites, concentration camps, in German-occupied territories.
In many of the camps, Nazis exploited the forced labor of so-called "enemies of the
state” for economic gain and to meet labor shortages during the war, according to
the Holocaust Memorial Museum.
"It is unconscionable for Russia to force Ukrainian citizens into Russia” The reports
of forced removals have not yet been independently verified.
The US ambassador to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, told CNN on
Sunday that the tactic would be "unconscionable” if true.

"I've only heard it. I can't confirm it,” Thomas-Greenfield told CNN. "But I can say it
is disturbing. It is unconscionable for Russia to force Ukrainian citizens into Russia
and put them in what will basically be concentration and prisoner camps.”
Russia's Defense Ministry claimed over the weekend that more than 2.7 million
Ukrainians had asked to be evacuated to Russia, according to the state news agency
TASS.
The Times of London cited a report by RIA Novosti, another state news outlet, which
claimed that hundreds of Mariupol residents had arrived in different cities across
Russia, including Yaroslavl, Taganrog, and Ryazan.
RIA, per The Times, reported that 480 people got to Yaroslavl, 400 miles from
Ukraine, to be housed at a sanatorium. It quoted one evacuee saying it was his
"dream" to live in Russia.
Around 300,000 people are believed to still be trapped in Mariupol, enduring weeks
of Russian bombardment with no power or running water, The Kyiv
Independent reported last week.
Ukraine rejected a Russian deadline on Sunday demanding Mariupol's defenders lay
down their arms in exchange for safe passage out of the city.
Russia Suffers Blow as Germany Strikes Natural Gas Deal With Qatar
Xander Landen - Newsweek
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Germany said Sunday that it had reached a deal on an energy partnership with Qatar,
as the European powerhouse seeks to reduce its dependence on Russia amid the
invasion of Ukraine.
Robert Habeck, Germany's Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Climate Action,
met with Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani on Sunday.

State-owned QatarEnergy said in a statement that the two countries "would
re-engage and progress discussions on long term LNG supplies," Reuters reported.
While Qatar didn't say that an agreement had been reached, and a German
spokesperson told the news outlet that a deal between the nations had been finalized.
"The companies that have come to Qatar with (Habeck) will now enter into contract
negotiations with the Qatari side,” the German spokesperson said, according to
Reuters.
The deal with Qatar comes as Germany has taken other steps to reduce its
dependence on Russian energy in recent weeks.
Last month, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced the nation would stop the
certification of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline after Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Moscow would recognize the sovereignty of self-proclaimed "people's
republics” of Donetsk and Luhansk in Ukraine—a step Putin took just before he
The pipeline was estimated to be worth about $2.7 billion per year to the Russian
economy, and about $1.8 billion to the German economy. After Scholz backed out of
the pipeline plans, Habeck, Germany's Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and
Climate Action, began to explore options to reduce the country's reliance on Russia.
"We need to admit that in the past we have been too reliant on Russian imports,”
Habeck said in late February, according to Deutsche Welle. "In the medium and long
term, we are going to significantly reduce the consumption of fossil fuels.”
One part of Habeck's plan includes passing a new law that would ensure that
Germany's energy sources would be 80 percent renewable by 2030 and 100 percent
by 2035, Deutsche Welle reported.
In the weeks since the invasion of Ukraine, Western nations have sanctioned Russia,
which has contributed to an increase in energy prices. In the U.S., which has
seen record-high average gas prices in recent days, analysts have attributed the hike
to Russia's continued offensive in Ukraine.
"Prices have spiked across the country due to the Russian war on Ukraine as
sanctions cripple Russia's ability to export crude oil, spiking gas prices by nearly 41
cents in the last seven days alone," GasBuddy, a company that tracks fuel prices in
the U.S., said in a statement on March 5.
Yacht linked to Russian oligarch Abramovich cruises off Turkey - shipping data
Reuters
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ISTANBUL (Reuters) - A superyacht linked to sanctioned Russian oligarch Roman
Abramovich was cruising a few kilometres (miles) off the coast of southwest Turkey
on Monday, after skirting European Union waters in recent days, ship tracking data
showed.
Abramovich was among several Russian billionaires added last week to an EU
blacklist that already included dozens of wealthy Russians, and EU governments have
acted to seize yachts and other luxury assets from them.
World governments are seeking to isolate President Vladimir Putin and his allies over
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which the Kremlin calls a "special operation".
Last week, Abramovich flew into Moscow after leaving Istanbul in his private jet.
According to flight tracking data it was a second trip by a jet linked to Abramovich
between the Turkish city and the Russian capital in three days.
Gallery: US and allies look to seize Russian oligarchs' mega-yachts among sanctions
for Ukraine war (USA TODAY)
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French authorities on March 3, 2022, seized the yacht Amore Vero, which was docked
in the Mediterranean resort of La Ciotat. The Amore Vero was linked to Igor Sechin,
a Putin ally who runs Russian oil giant Rosneft, as part of EU sanctions over Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.
The boat arrived in La Ciotat on Jan. 3 for repairs and was slated to stay until April 1
and was seized to prevent this attempted departure.
The 140-metre (460-foot) yacht Solaris, which sails under a Bermuda flag according
to monitoring site Marine Traffic, on March 8 left a Barcelona shipyard where it had
been undergoing repairs.
It departed Montenegro's Adriatic resort town of Tivat on March 13 with an initially
listed destination of Turkey, and rounded the Greek island of Crete in recent days.
The monitoring site showed it was some 3 km (1.9 miles) off Turkey's coast on
Monday, heading in the direction of the resort of Datca.
The super-yacht was built in a German shipyard and first took to the sea early last
year. It is one of a string of yachts owned by Abramovich, according to reports in
luxury goods publications SuperYachtFan, Super-yacht Times and Forbes.
Several groups have been confirmed as bidders to buy English soccer club Chelsea
from Abramovich. He was also hit by British government sanctions following Russia's
invasion.
(Reporting by Yesim Dikmen and Dominic Evans; Writing by Daren Butler; Editing
by Jonathan Spicer and Mark Heinrich)
An elite Ukrainian drone unit exploits the cover of night to destroy Russian tanks
and trucks while their soldiers sleep, report says
Alia Shoaib (ashoaib@insider.com) - Business Insider
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A Ukrainian drone unit has been striking Russian targets with anti-tank grenades as
troops sleep. The unit has destroyed dozens of vehicles including tanks and command
trucks, The Times reported.
Ukrainian forces have had surprising success in using drones to destroy Russian
equipment. An elite Ukrainian drone unit is destroying weaponry of the invading
Russian forces as their soldiers sleep, The Times of London reported Friday.
Aerorozvidka, a specialist air-reconnaissance unit within the Ukrainian army, says it
has destroyed dozens of "priority targets" including tanks, command trucks, and other
vehicles in nighttime raids, the paper reported.
Russian forces stop moving during the night and typically place their tanks among
houses in villages where conventional artillery cannot strike them, Yaroslav Honchar,
the unit commander based in Kyiv, told the paper.
But the elite drone unit, which has dozens of squads of expert drone pilots, has these
stationary vehicles in its cross-hairs.
"We strike at night, when Russians sleep,” Honchar told the paper.
An unnamed Ukrainian soldier told The Times it was "impossible” to see the unit's
drones at night.
"We look specifically for the most valuable truck in the convoy and then we hit it
precisely, and we can do it really well with very low collateral damage,” the soldier
said.
"Even in the villages, it's possible. You can get much closer at night.” The unit's
arsenal of drones ranges from cheap commercial ones to heavy-duty octocopters that
have been modified to drop anti-tank grenades and to see with thermal cameras,
according to the paper.
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The R18 drone has a 4-kilometer range — about 2½ miles — and its capacity to drop
11-pound bombs is particularly prized by Honchar's drone warriors, the paper said.
The team also uses the PD-1, or Punisher drone, developed by Ukraine, that can
carry about 6½ pounds of explosives up to 30 miles away.
Russia appears to be building a case for war in Eastern Ukraine, officials say
Since Russia began its invasion, Ukrainian forces have had success in using drones
such as the highly rated Turkish-made Bayraktar TB-2 to destroy the equipment of
invading forces, Justin Bronk, a research fellow at the Royal United Services Institute,
wrote in The Spectator.
The success of the drones "speaks more to the skill of its Ukrainian operators and the
incompetence and operational failures of Russian forces,” Bronk wrote.
Aerorozvidka's drone unit, which flies up to 300 missions a day, according to The
Times, operates using Elon Musk's Starlink satellite system, which was activated in
Ukraine days after Russia invaded.
This means drone teams can operate regardless of internet outages or power failures,
which are rampant across the country.
"If we use a drone with thermal vision at night, the drone must connect through
Starlink to the artillery guy and create target acquisition,” an Aerorozvidka leader
told The Times.
Aerorozvidka uses an advanced NATO-supported intelligence system, Delta, which
pulls together information from various sources including satellites and drone
reconnaissance to precisely identify targets. This helps the unit make the most
efficient use of its limited supply of bombs, according to The Times.
Aerorozvidka was created by model-plane enthusiasts in 2014 and has since been
integrated into the Ukrainian general staff following the success of its operations
against Russian forces in Crimea, The Times said.
In recent weeks, supporters from around Europe have been donating drone parts and
other equipment such as 3D printers to help build and repair devices damaged by
Russian small-arms fire.

Russia-Ukraine war: Russian ship shells houses in Odessa
Reuters & Michael Starr - The Jerusalem Post
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A Russian shipped shelled Ukrainian houses in Odessa on Monday morning,
according to the spokesman for the Odesa Regional Military Administration. No
casualties were reported.
A Russian landing ship entered the Ukrainian port of Berdyansk on Monday,
delivering ammunition and equipment to Russian forces in occupied Ukrainian
territory, Interfax reported.
According to Zvezda another ten vessels were delivering equipment following the
initial landing.
Berdyansk is a Ukrainian city in on the coast of the Sea of Azov, west of the encircled
city of Mariupol. The Orsk, an "Alligator” class landing ship, is capable of carrying
significant amounts of vehicles and supplies.
“The arrival of a large landing ship in the port of Berdyansk is a truly epoch-making
event that opens up opportunities for the Black Sea Fleet in logistical matters, to use
the infrastructure of the port of Berdyansk in full,” A Russian Black Sea Fleet officer
told Zvezda.
"The large landing ship of the Black Sea Fleet has arrived and is now unloading
armored personnel carriers before your eyes, they will go to strengthen our
grouping.”
Russian forces have reportedly been suffering from logistical issues, but support from
naval forces may allow them to reconnect severed supply lines. According to a report
by Pravda, the Russians mined the Black Sea and claimed that it was the Ukrainians
who had done so.
The Mariupol ultimatum
Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk said on Monday that Ukraine had "of
course” rejected a Russian ultimatum for people in Mariupol to surrender and the
situation in the besieged city was "very difficult.”

"There can be no talk of any surrenders and laying down of arms. We have already
informed the Russian side about this,” Vereshchuk said to Ukrayinska Pravda.
Russia offered to open humanitarian corridors from the city from 10 a.m. Moscow
time (0700 GMT) if residents lay down arms.
"Of course, we rejected these proposals,” she said. "The situation there is very
difficult.”
Kyiv besieged
Fighting continued north of the capital as the war entered its 26th day, but according
to the UK Defense Ministry, "Russian forces advancing on the city from the north-east
have stalled.”
"Forces advancing from the direction of Hostomel to the northwest have been
repulsed by fierce Ukrainian resistance,” the ministry said in a Monday intelligence
update.
"The bulk of Russian forces remain more than 25 kilometers from the center of the
city. Despite the continued lack of progress, Kyiv remains Russia’s primary military
objective and they are likely to prioritize attempting to encircle the city over the
coming weeks.”
Russia has used drones to coordinate airstrikes and artillery on Ukrainian targets,
said the Ukrainian military.
Shelling hit residential houses and a shopping district in Kyiv's Podil district late on
Sunday, killing at least eight people, according to Ukraine's prosecutor general.
"According to the information we have at the moment, several homes and one of the
shopping centers [were hit],” Mayor Vitali Klitschko said on his Telegram channel.
He said that rescue teams were putting out a large fire at the shopping center, while
other details were still to be confirmed. The Kyiv Department of the State Emergency
Service said four people had been killed.
Russian helicopters allegedly destroyed eight tanks, four infantry fighting vehicles,
and three armored personnel carriers Sunday night. according to TASS.
Russia also claims that it struck a training base in western Ukraine for foreign
volunteers and militiamen with cruise missiles.
Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov claimed that 80 combatants had been
killed, according to state media outlet RIA.
Deportations
Some 2,389 Ukrainian children from Donetsk and Luhansk were deported to Russia,
according to a report by the Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Such an act would
constitute as a violation of humanitarian international law.

War casualties
Since the war began, Russia claims to have destroyed 216 drones, 180 anti-aircraft
systems, 1,506 tanks and armored vehicles, 1,284 other ground vehicles, 152 multiple
launch rocket systems (MLRS), and 592 artillery and mortar pieces, state media outlet
TASS reported.
Ukraine claims to have killed almost 15,000 Russian soldiers since the war began,
though US intelligence estimates put Russian casualties at about half that.
On Monday morning, the Ukrainian military claimed to have destroyed 498 tanks,
1,535 armored vehicles, 240 artillery pieces, 80 MLRS, 45 anti-aircraft systems, 97
warplanes, 121 helicopters, 969 other ground vehicles, three ships, 60 fuel tankers,
and 24 UAVs.
The UN human rights office (OHCHR) said on Monday it had recorded 2,421 civilian
casualties in Ukraine - 925 killed and 1,496 injured - as of midnight on March 20.

Ukraine’s Drones Are Wreaking Havoc On The Russian Army
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes
It was an open question, in the days leading up to Russia’s wider invasion of Ukraine
on the night of Feb. 23, whether Ukraine’s small force of Turkish-made TB-2 drones
even would survive the first volley of Russian missiles.

Forbes A TB-2's view of Russian-occupied Kherson airport as Ukrainian munitions
explode. Ukrainian defense ministry release.
Nearly a month later, it’s apparent the TB-2s not only survived that explosive first
night—they quickly flew into action. Today Ukraine’s killer-drone fleet arguably is its
most potent force.
TB-2s belonging to the Ukrainian air force and navy in recent days have dismantled
whole swathes of Russia’s front-line air-defense network and now relentlessly are
smashing Russian tanks and supply trucks.

And with credible reports that Turkey has sent fresh shipments of drones, it’s possible
Kyiv’s drone campaign is just beginning.
Back in 2020, Azerbaijan’s small fleet of TB-2s was instrumental in that country’s
victory over Armenia in a short but violent territorial war.
Drone history might be repeating itself in the much bigger war in Ukraine.
Ukraine acquired its first TB-2 in July 2021. By February this year the navy and air
force reportedly possessed around 20 of the 40-foot-span, 1,400-pound,
propeller-driven drones armed with 14-pound, laser-guided Smart Micro Munition
missiles, whose Turkish acronym is “MAM.”
It was unclear whether the TB-2s and their ground stations and operators would
survive the air strikes and missile barrages that preceded the Russian ground
offensive.
But they did. In fact, it seems the drone force suffered no major losses as it dispersed
from its permanent bases, such as Mykolaiv in southern Ukraine, to smaller facilities
likely concentrated in the country’s west.
It took a few days for the TB-2 operators to set up their gear and prep their drones for
ops from austere sites, possibly including little-used civilian airstrips. Once they did,
the drones opened an ever-widening aerial offensive.
By March 20, foreign observers had confirmed—via photos and videos—nearly 60
tanks, air-defense systems, helicopters, supply trucks and trains that had fallen victim
to TB-2 strikes.
In fact, the actual number of drone kills undoubtedly is much, much higher. We don’t
know the real total because Ukraine doesn’t want us to know where and how often its
drones are striking.
“In an effort to attract as little attention to its operations as possible, very little
footage of TB2 strikes over Ukraine has been released,” noted the analysts at Oryx
blog, a leading source of open-source intelligence.
The drone campaign has expanded in stages. First, the TB-2s went after the
short-range air-defense systems protecting Russian tank formations and supply
convoys. The drones have plinked no fewer than 10 SAM launchers, including Buks,
Tors and a Pantsir.
“Once they were free of Russian air-defenses, the Ukrainians ... began deploying
their TB-2s for their other two important tasks—for reconnaissance and for
close-air-support,” wrote Tom Cooper, an author and expert on the Russian military.
Stripped of their air-defenses, Russian tanks and supply trucks are easy pickings.
“In the Kyiv area, they have mauled many of Russian armored formations; in the
south they have directed massive and precise artillery barrages on the Kherson
airport and the [Russian] units besieging Mykolaiv.”

TB-2s also lobbed MAMs at several field headquarters. The effect on the Russians has
been profound. “TB-2s are also wrecking the Russians’ nerves,” Cooper wrote.
“We’ve seen several videos shown entire Russian [battalions] turning around and
fleeing after losing only a few vehicles to TB-2s.”
There don’t seem to be major limitations on where the TB-2s can strike within the
Ukraine war zone. Kyiv has released videos depicting drone strikes as far south as
Kherson and as far north as the Kyiv suburbs.
The distance the drones are flying seems to hint that Turkey provided Ukraine with
the latest version of the TB-2 with satellite-communications capability, as well as
access to Turksat satellites. The alternative is line-of-sight radio, which can take a
drone out to just 100 miles or so.
Russia’s longer-range SAMs—S-300s and S-400s—still are intact. But for a variety of
reasons, they’re powerless to stop the TB-2s. For one, the TB-2 operators appear to
be flying their drones at low altitude, below the horizon of long-range radars, until
it’s time to attack.
Low flight prevents wide surveillance, of course. But the TB-2 appears usually to
avoid detection even when it does fly high.
This makes sense. The TB-2’s small size and modest horsepower means it’s quiet, not
overly hot on infrared sensors and also hard to detect for many radar operators. It is,
in its own way, a stealth warplane. Flying mostly at night helps, too.
The same stealth qualities that protect a drone from air-defenses also allow it to loiter,
undetected, over a stretch of highway for 24 hours at a time, silently waiting for the
Russians to roll past.
The TB-2 isn’t invulnerable, of course. But unlike a 12-ton MiG-29 and its pilot, the
drone is easy to replace. The Russians claim they’ve shot down lots of TB-2s, but
there’s photographic evidence of just one wrecked drone.
In any event, Ukraine clearly still has most of the TB-2s it had at the start of the war,
plus any additional air-frames it got from Turkey in the last few weeks.
The stable—or even growing—drone force, plus the steady degradation of Russian
air-defenses, could mean that Ukraine’s drone campaign might actually escalate in
coming weeks.
In a heady 44 days in late 2020, Azerbaijan’s 10 or so TB-2s knocked out no fewer
than 567 Armenian tanks and other vehicles. It was a potentially decisive contribution
to a winning campaign. Ukraine has even more TB-2s and has worked out highly
effective tactics for them.
The doubt that hung over Kyiv’s nascent drone force on the eve of the Russian attack
is gone. The TB-2 is a fearsome weapon. And in the hands of skilled and creative
operators, it’s wreaking havoc on the Russian army in Ukraine.

Russian navy commander killed in Mariupol fighting
Olafimihan Oshin - The Hill
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Russian officials reportedly confirmed Sunday that a navy commander has been killed
amid the fighting in the Ukrainian city of Mariupol.
In a statement through the online messaging service Telegram, the Russian-installed
governor of the occupied city of Sevastopol confirmed Andrei Paly's death, according
to Radio Free Europe's Russia service.
Razvozhayev, 51, was the deputy commander of Russia's Black Sea Fleet.
Razvozhayev's death was also confirmed by Nakhimov naval college secretary
Konstantin Tsarenko, via the Vkontakte social network, according to the BBC.
Ukrainian officials have reported that five high-ranking officers within the Russian
army have been killed since the country began its invasion of Ukraine last month,
though only one has been confirmed by Moscow.
An advisor to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said on Saturday that Russia
army commander Lt. Gen. Andrei Mordvichev was killed in an airfield near the city of
Kherson.
Western intelligence estimates place the number of Russian troops killed or injured at
up to 1,000 a day, according to The Washington Post.
Russia has intensified attacks on civilian targets in the past week, while the U.S. has
also warned of Moscow potentially using chemical weapons.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin on Sunday said the use of more devastating weapons
in Ukraine is a sign of Russian President Vladimir Putin attempting to "reestablish
some momentum" amid reports that Moscow's invasion has stalled.

Russia Uses Hypersonic Weapons as War Enters Bloodier Phase
Alan Crawford - Bloomberg
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Russia’s use of hypersonic missiles against Ukraine appears to mark a shift in
strategy in response to its losses on the battlefield, one that may signal a new phase of
the war while serving to show the world its abundant firepower.
Western military analysts point to President Vladimir Putin’s ground campaign
getting bogged down, with Russian troops failing to achieve their initial objectives
and underestimating the scale of Ukraine’s resistance.
They say the result is likely to be increased use of artillery bombardments, causing
even more civilian casualties.
“Ukrainian forces have defeated the initial Russian campaign of this war,” the
Institute for the Study of War said in its latest assessment, posted Saturday afternoon
in Washington.
It cited Russia’s original aim as seizing Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa, and other major cities
to topple President Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s government.
But rather than making a cease-fire more likely, it said that satellite images showing
Russia troops digging in around Kyiv and elsewhere suggest a stalemate that “will
likely be very violent and bloody, especially if it protracts.”
The signs of a shifting military strategy come as President Joe Biden prepares to
travel to Europe to rally further support for Ukraine. The U.S. agreed to supply
Ukraine with drones, Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, anti-tank missiles, small arms and
ammunition, adding to weapons that have already helped “inflict dramatic losses on
Russian forces.”

On Saturday, Russia’s Ministry of Defense said that its military had used hypersonic
“Kinzhal,” or dagger, missiles the previous day to destroy an underground weapons
cache in the southwest of Ukraine.
Then again on Sunday, Russia said that it fired the missiles to destroy a fuel depot in
the Mykolaiv region. Authorities there issued an air-raid warning early Sunday for
about an hour.
While neither strike was confirmed by Ukraine, a senior official said that Ukrainian
cities were being targeted with more destructive artillery, including the Kinzhal
missiles, “due to failures in the offensive.”
The comment by Mykhailo Podolyak, a presidential adviser, was the first official
response from Ukraine to Russia’s claims that it fired the missiles twice in three days.
If verified, the strikes would mark the first use of the nuclear-capable advanced
weapons system in the war.
“Russian operations have changed,” the U.K.’s Chief of Defence Intelligence,
Lieutenant General Jim Hockenhull, told reporters on Friday. He cited “a strategy of
attrition” that will involve “the reckless and indiscriminate use of firepower.”
“This will result in increased civilian casualties, destruction of Ukrainian
infrastructure and intensify the humanitarian crisis,” he said.
Russia has repeatedly denied targeting civilians, and says that it is hitting military
assets with high precision.
U. S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said that Putin may be deploying hypersonic
missiles to regain momentum in the invasion of Ukraine.
V.
“I would not see it as a game changer,” Austin said on CBS’s “Face the Nation” on
Sunday. “I think the reason that he’s resorting to using these types of weapons is
because he’s trying to reestablish some momentum.”
With the war now in its 25th day, the United Nations said that 10 million people have
been uprooted, including those who have fled the country and others displaced within
Ukraine.
As casualties mount, Zelenskiy renewed his offer to negotiate with Putin, saying even
the slightest chance of a negotiated settlement must be seized.
“I am ready for negotiations with him,” Zelenskiy told CNN correspondent Fareed
Zakaria in an interview broadcast Sunday. “We have to use any format, any chance in
order to have the possibility of negotiating, the possibility of talking to Putin. But if
these attempts fail that would mean that this is a Third World War.”
The Kinzhal, which can carry conventional or nuclear warheads, flies 10 times faster
than the speed of sound, or more than 2 miles per second, Putin said when he
announced the system in an annual state-of-the-nation address in 2018.

It was among several latest-generation strategic weapons that Putin said could
overcome any U.S. defenses.
Hypersonic missiles travel at lower trajectories than conventional ballistic missiles,
making them harder to detect. They can also maneuver to evade missile defense
systems.
A U.K. defense intelligence update said that as its forces bog down on the ground,
Russia has increased “indiscriminate shelling of urban areas.”
“It is likely Russia will continue to use its heavy firepower to support assaults on
urban areas as it looks to limit its own already considerable losses, at the cost of
further civilian casualties,” the U.K. said.
Morgues are overflowing with corpses as Russia secretly ships thousands of dead
soldiers through Belarus to disguise death toll in Ukraine, report says
Alia Shoaib - Business Insider

A nurse walks in front of a hospital in Minsk, Belarus, on April 22, 2020. Sergei
GAPON / AFP via Getty Images.
A hospital employee said that more than 2,500 Russian soldiers' corpses were shipped
from the Homel region.
Russia is secretly transporting its dead and wounded soldiers to Belarus to disguise
the true number of casualties in Ukraine, reports say.
Eyewitnesses told RadioFreeEurope that the morgue in Mazyr, Belarus, is
overflowing with corpses and that wounded Russian troops are flooding the area's
hospitals.

One eyewitness told the outlet that he had seen many "black sacks" being loaded from
military ambulances onto Russian railway cars.
"Passengers at the Mazyr train station were shocked by the number of corpses being
loaded on the train,” he told the outlet. "After people started shooting video, the
military caught them and ordered them to remove it.”
The outlet shared images and videos that appear to show mobile
hospitals and military ambulances in southern Belarus that could be being used to
treat and transport Russian troops.
More than 2,500 soldiers' corpses had been shipped from the Homel region in
Belarus back to Russia by train or plane as of March 13, one employee of the
regional hospital in the city of Homel told RFE/RL.
Insider could not independently verify this figure.
The Kremlin has been elusive about how many of its troops have been killed in
Ukraine, making the actual death toll difficult to confirm. Russia acknowledged on
March 2 that nearly 500 soldiers had been killed but has given no updates since.
US intelligence estimates that around 7,000 Russian troops have been killed in
Ukraine so far, according to The New York Times, and that's a conservative estimate.
Doctors and local residents claimed that hospitals in the cities of Mazyr and Homel
are overflowing with wounded Russian soldiers, RFE/RL said.
In early March, officials began discharging patients from a local hospital in Homel to
make room for Russian troops, multiple residents told RFE/RL.
"There are so many wounded Russians there -- it's just a horror. Terribly disfigured.
It is impossible to listen to their moans throughout the whole hospital,” one resident
who was treated in the Homel hospital told the outlet.
A doctor at Mazyr's main city hospital told RFE/RL that the site was guarded by
police and security agencies, and doctors were threatened with firing if they spoke
about the situation.
The doctor said that all physicians at the hospital had been tasked with treating
wounded Russian soldiers, even those from more specialized professions.
Another doctor in Homel said there were fears of a medicine shortage, particularly
anti-tetanus drugs often used to treat soldiers with wounds from shrapnel and bullets.
Belarus, a former Soviet Republic, is a close ally of Russia, and its President
Alexander Lukashenko defended Russian President Vladimir Putin on Saturday.

Ex-British Army sniper who served in Afghanistan and is now volunteering in
Ukraine says the Taliban were better fighters than Russian soldiers, report says

Alia Shoaib - Business Insider

Ukrainian soldiers handle equipment outside Kharkiv, eastern Ukraine, Saturday,
Feb. 26, 2022. Andrew Marienko/AP Photo
British veteran training fighters in Ukraine described the "complete incompetence” of
Russian forces.
Shane Matthew, who served in Afghanistan, said the Taliban "would do a better job”
than the Russian troops.
The once-feared Russian military invasion of Ukraine has stalled.
When Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called for foreigners to come to fight
"side by side” with Ukrainians, around 20,000 volunteers from around the world
signed up.
Shane Matthew, 34, a British veteran who served two tours in Afghanistan and is now
helping train fighters in Ukraine, told The Times of London that Russian forces
appeared to be "tactically inferior” to the Ukrainians.
Matthew told the paper that he saw a 12-man Russian foot patrol enter the strategic
city of Irpin near Kyiv, who started "panicking” when a firefight ensued. He said most
of the Russian troops were killed, and a few fled.
"The Taliban would do a better job . . . there's no way they could encircle Kyiv,”
Matthew said.
Matthew told the paper that he is not part of the foreign legion but is independently
training civilians who have joined the territorial defense forces.
The veteran told The Times that he believed he was "100% on the winning side” after
seeing Russian troops' "complete incompetence” in Irpin.

"They are tactically inferior. We've managed to take massive amounts of ground from
the Russians,” he told the paper.
Matthew told the paper that he asked if any of a 50-strong Ukrainian force had been
shot at before during one training session, and none of them had. Despite their
inexperience, he said they appeared to be more capable than their Russian
counterparts.
Since launching its military invasion of Ukraine several weeks ago, the once-feared
Russian military has made surprisingly slow progress.
Russian President Vladimir Putin thought Russia's military could capture Kyiv in two
days, but it still hasn't in 23. Reports also suggest that the Russian military has
lost many top military officers in Ukraine.
Ukraine claims to have killed more than 14,000 Russian troops. The Pentagon has
estimated up to 7,000 Russian soldiers have been killed.
The Kremlin has not acknowledged the scale of its losses, last admitting that it had
lost 498 Russian troops on March 2.

Elon Musk's Starlink satellites are helping Ukraine's elite drone unit destroy
Russian tanks and trucks in the night: report
Huileng Tan - Business Insider

Elon Musk's Starlink satellite system is deployed by Ukraine's elite drone unit in the
war against Russia. Picture Alliance/Getty Images

Ukrainian drones modified with thermal cameras target Russian military vehicles at
night. The Starlink internet system ensures drone teams can work even amid internet
or power outages.
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk sent Starlink terminals to Ukraine upon request by a
government official.
Elon Musk's Starlink satellite system is helping an elite Ukrainian drone unit destroy
Russian weaponry, according to The Times of London.
The Aerorozvidka specialist air reconnaissance unit operates drones modified with
thermal cameras to see Russian military vehicles like tanks and command trucks at
night, The Times of London reported on Friday. The drones have been modified to
drop anti-tank grenades on targets, per the newspaper.
"If we use a drone with thermal vision at night, the drone must connect through
Starlink to the artillery guy and create target acquisition,” an Aerorozvidka leader
told The Times of London.
The Starlink internet system ensures drone teams can work even if there are internet
or power outages — which are rife in war-torn Ukraine.
On February 26, Mykhailo Fedorov, Ukraine's vice prime minister, asked Musk on
Twitter to send Starlink terminals to Ukraine. Musk complied, writing back to
Fedorov on Twitter a day later that Starlink service had been activated in Ukraine
and more terminals were en route.
Ukraine has received at least four shipments of Starlink terminals since March
1, according to Fedorov's tweets. The Ukrainian official last tweeted about a new
batch of Starlink terminals arriving in the country on Saturday.
Ukraine has also received internet antennas from European allies, Fedorov told The
Washington Post in an interview on Friday.
"The quality of the link is excellent,” Fedorov told WaPo through a translator. "We
are using thousands, in the area of thousands, of terminals with new shipments
arriving every other day,” he added to the media outlet via a Starlink connection from
an undisclosed location.
On March 4, Musk warned Starlink users in Ukraine to turn on the system "only when
needed,” as they may be targeted in the ongoing war. Even though security is a
concern, Russian hackers have not yet been disrupting the technology, Fedorov told
The Post.
"They currently appear to be very busy attacking the websites of our small towns and
villages,” he told the newspaper. "I think they're just not at that point yet.”

Kamala Harris Just Got Abandoned – The Vice President’s Deputy Press Secretary
Rides On A Wave Of Departures

Daniel Ottomire - American Journal

What’s Happening:
Oh, what can we say about Kamala Harris? There’s not much good to cover. The
“vice president” has worse approval than old Joe. She seems to be following in his
footsteps at being horribly odd in front of the cameras.
And her reputation for running a chaotic and abusive office has followed her from the
Senate to the administration.
Stories surfaced last year that Harris’s office was very dysfunctional. The woman
herself was accused of talking down to people. In the last few months, top staffers fled
her employ, for lower-ranking jobs in D.C. And that trend seems to be continuing.
Because a top aide just abandoned ship—for a job at the DOD.
From Fox News:
A top aide to Vice President Kamala Harris will leave her role to take a new position
at the Defense Department, adding to a pattern of departures from Harris’ office in
recent months.
Sabrina Singh, Harris’ current deputy press secretary, will vacate the office and take
on a new role with the U.S. Defense Department, according to an internal email
detailing staff changes in Harris’ office that was obtained by CBS News.
Yet another member of the White House’s press team is fleeing for the hills. She had
already lost two top members of her press and communications teams. Now, Harris is
losing a top aide that served as her deputy press secretary.
Sabrina Singh joined Team Harris back in March 2020. But it seems she’s had
enough. She is taking a role in the Department of Defense, which can only be
considered a demotion.
Another staffer of Harris’s fled earlier for a job at the Department of Labor, another
seeming demotion. There are precious few jobs in D.C. that are higher than working
for the president or vice president.

Yet these people are willing to downgrade, just to get away from Kamala. This only
further cements the rumors that she is hard to work with.
Notice how those leave worked in the communications/press department. These are
people who had to work closely with Harris, in order to shape her public image.
Either that or facilitate communications with other departments and agencies. Not an
easy job for anyone. But that job must have been even harder, with Harris’s
reputation for mistreatment and her steady stream of gaffes.
I don’t blame any of these folks for ditching her office. If only the entire office quit,
we’d all be better off!

Năm 2008 mấy em bé này phản đối Nga xâm lược Gruzia.
Và 14 năm sau, năm 2022 cũng chính những đứa trẻ đó, giờ đã lớn, phản đối sự xâm
lược của Nga đối với Ukraine.

Chernobyl staff held hostage by Russian troops for weeks rotated: IAEA
Chernobyl nuclear power plant was the site of the worst nuclear accident in history
Bradford Betz - Fox News

Some 50 staff members who have been held hostage for weeks by Russians at the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine have been rotated out and replaced,
according to the U.N.’s nuclear watchdog agency.
Ukrainian officials informed the International Atomic Energy Agency that many of the
staff who were forced to stay at the Chernobyl plant as Russian forces seized the
facility have been allowed to return home.

This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a close view of
Chernobyl nuclear facilities, Ukraine, during the Russian invasion, Thursday, March
10, 2022. (Satellite image ©2022 Maxar Technologies via AP)
Fox News confirmed that a group of 46 employees rotated into the facility on Sunday
to start a new shift.
Russian forces took control of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant on Feb. 24, with the
staff there forced to stay behind and continue to operate the plant where radioactive
waste management facilities are located.

Chernobyl Nuclear power plant seen in 2019. (iStock)
Officials had repeatedly expressed alarm that the staff was suffering exhaustion after
weeks of forced, unrelieved work and that this compromised the decommissioned
plant's safety.
The authority that manages the plant did not give specifics on how the agreement was
reached to let the workers leave and others come in to replace them.
IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi called the rotation a "positive – albeit long
overdue – development."

A satellite image with overlaid graphics shows military vehicles alongside Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Plant, in Chernobyl, Ukraine February 25, 2022. (Reuters)
"They deserve our full respect and admiration for having worked in these extremely
difficult circumstances," Grossi said in a statement. "They were there for far too long.
I sincerely hope that remaining staff from this shift can also rotate soon."
The Chernobyl nuclear power plant was the site of the world’s worst nuclear accident
in 1986.

The US Army's Green Berets quietly helped tilt the battlefield a little bit more
toward Ukraine
The Army's Green Berets took on a critical role in helping train Ukrainian forces
Michael Lee - Fox News
The U.S. Army's Special Forces, better known as Green Berets, have had a deep
impact on Ukraine's fight to defend itself from a Russian invasion, despite not being
directly involved in the conflict.
"Ukraine was taken very seriously by Special Forces,” retired Green Beret Sgt. Maj.
Martin Moore told Fox News Digital.
After Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014, a move that faced minimal resistance,
the Ukrainian military began an effort to modernize its forces to prepare for possible
further Russian incursions into the country.
The U.S. military also quickly stepped in to help, with the Army's Green Berets taking
on a critical role in training Ukrainian forces.

Ukrainian soldiers take positions outside a military facility (AP Photo/Emilio
Morenatti)
"They immediately set upon a great effort to protect to Ukraine, to provide training,”
Moore said. "There's nobody better at training than Green Berets. These are people
that can teach.”
While elite military units such as the Navy SEAL teams garner widespread attention,
the Army's Green Berets are fanned out across the world helping armies prepare for
wars similar to the one now being fought in Ukraine. This work is typically done
quietly, something Moore said Green Berets prefer.
"They do something different,” Moore said. "They go where nobody else is and find
out what is possible.”

Moore said Green Berets are a "force multiplier,” improving the combat capability of
the international forces they work with. He stressed that they are not about "raids and
ambushes,” but about having an "unparalleled understanding of the place” where
they are operating.

A Green Berets U.S. Army Special Forces Group soldier in action
Green Berets are required to learn a foreign language as part of their training and
are constantly trained in the political, economic and cultural complexities of the
regions in which they are assigned to operate.
This unique skill set allows them to partner with foreign forces for training and at
times to fight alongside them.
Those skills have been put to use in Ukraine since 2014, with Green Berets and
members of the Army's National Guard advising and training Ukrainian forces at
Yavoriv Combat Training Center in western Ukraine.
It's the same facility Russia attacked with rockets on March 13, killing 35. The
Americans had already left, vacating the facility and moving troops deployed there
to Germany in February.
Part of the job Green Berets did at Yavoriv was to train their Ukrainian
counterparts to set up militia units that could wage guerrilla warfare against an
invading force.
The Ukrainian military can now put those lessons to use, with the government actively
encouraging its citizens to join the fight against Russian forces.

Civilians practice moving in groups at a military training exercise. (Alexey
Furman/Bloomberg via Getty Images)
But the work Green Berets are doing in Europe hasn't stopped, with forces still
stationed in Europe helping prepare partner countries for the possibility of a Russian
invasion farther into Europe.
Such a move would be a mistake for Russia, Moore told Fox News Digital, arguing
that the invasion of Ukraine has already gone poorly in part because of U.S.
assistance, and a further move into NATO territory would go even worse.
"Russia has a horrible thing waiting for them if they want to push this thing further,”
Moore said.

Russian Ship Destroyed by Ukraine in Berdyansk, Videos Appear To Show
Giulia Carbonaro - Newsweek
Ukraine claims to have blown up a Russian ship near the port city of Berdyansk in
southeast Ukraine.

Ukrainian Navy and Armed Forces/Facebook A photo of the Orsk shared by the
Ukrainian navy after it allegedly blown up the ship.
"The Orsk large landing ship of the Black Sea Fleet of the occupiers has been
destroyed in the port of Berdyansk captured by Russia," the Ukrainian navy said in a
post on Facebook.
Videos have begun circulating on social media, reportedly showing the Orsk.
"The occupiers are burning well," wrote the Ukrainian armed forces on Twitter,
sharing another clip that shows plumes of dark smoke raising from what is assumed
to be the Orsk.
The Orsk, a large landing support ship, was docked in the Azov Sea near the occupied
port of Berdyansk, 45 miles southwest of the strategic besieged city of Mariupol.
The report has not yet been independently confirmed and Russia's Defense Ministry
has not immediately responded to the claim the Orsk had been destroyed.
On Monday, Russia's armed forces confirmed they had docked the Orsk in Berdyansk
to deliver military equipment, as reported by Russia's state-run news agency TASS.
TASS reports that Zvezda, Russia's Defense Ministry-linked television channel,
described the arrival of the Orsk in Ukraine as "an epic event that opens up
opportunities for the Black Sea in terms of logistics by using the port of Berdyansk
infrastructure to the full extent.”
According to the report shared by Zvezda, the Orsk can carry up to 1,500 tons of
equipment and cargo and transport up to 20 tanks or 40 armored personnel carriers
(APCs).

Most of the coast along the Azov Sea has been captured by Russian forces since the
beginning of the invasion on February 24, but Mariupol has yet to surrender to the
enemy.
In the occupied territories, Russian troops have found fierce resistance from
Ukrainian civilians, often taking to the streets to protest against the occupiers.
Berdyansk was captured on February 27.
The Centre for Defence Strategies, a Ukrainian think tank, shared a video last
weekend showing people protesting in Berdyansk, claiming that Russian forces
started detaining and beating up demonstrators.
On Wednesday, the Pentagon reported that Russia had lost ten percent of its combat
capability since the beginning of the war in Ukraine and that there were signs that
Ukrainian forces were going on the offensive.
Josep Borrell, high representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, said on Thursday that Russia has no interest in negotiating a
ceasefire with Ukraine right now.
"What it wants is to occupy the ground,” Borrell said in an interview with Spain's
TVE channel.
Borrell believes that Russia wants to "isolate Ukraine from the sea.”
Reuters reported that on Thursday Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu updated
President Vladimir Putin and the country's security council about the "special
military operation” ongoing in Ukraine.
N. Korea says it test-fired biggest ICBM, US adds sanctions
Kim Tong-Hyung - Associated Press (AP)

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea said Friday it test-fired its biggest-yet
intercontinental ballistic missile under the orders of leader Kim Jong Un, who vowed
to expand the North’s “nuclear war deterrent” while preparing for a “long-standing
confrontation” with the United States.
The report by North Korean state media came a day after the militaries of South
Korea and Japan said they detected the North launching an ICBM in its first
long-range test since 2017.
The launch extended a barrage of weapons demonstrations this year that analysts say
are aimed at forcing the United States to accept the idea of North Korea as a nuclear
power and remove crippling sanctions against its broken economy that has been
further damaged by pandemic-related difficulties.

Associated Press This photo distributed by the North Korean government shows what
it says a test-fire of a Hwasong-17 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), at an
undisclosed location in North Korea on March 24, 2022.
Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this
image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as
provided and cannot be independently verified.
Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which
is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News
Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
The Hwasong-17, which was fired at a high angle to avoid the territorial waters of
neighbors, reached a maximum altitude of 6,248 kilometers (3,880 miles) and
traveled 1,090 kilometers (680 miles) during a 67-minute flight before landing in
waters between North Korea and Japan, Pyongyang’s official Korean Central News
Agency said.

Associated Press In this photo distributed by the North Korean government, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un watches what it says a test-fire of a Hwasong-17
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), at an undisclosed location in North Korea
on March 24, 2022.
KCNA claimed the launch met its technical objectives and proved the ICBM could be
operated quickly during wartime conditions.
The South Korean and Japanese militaries had announced similar flight details,
which analysts say suggested that the missile could reach targets 15,000 kilometers
(9,320 miles) away when fired on normal trajectory with a warhead weighing less
than a ton. That would place the entire U.S. mainland within striking distance.

Associated Press North Korea Koreas Tensions

Believed to be about 25 meters (82 feet) long, the Hwasong-17 is the North’s
longest-range weapon and, by some estimates, the world’s biggest road-mobile
ballistic missile system. North Korea revealed the missile in a military parade in
October 2020 and Thursday’s launch was its first full-range test.

Associated Press In this photo distributed by the North Korean government, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, front, claps during a test-fire of what it says a
Hwasong-17 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), at an undisclosed location in
North Korea on March 24, 2022.
KCNA paraphrased Kim as saying that his new weapon would make the “whole
world clearly aware” of the North’s bolstered nuclear forces. He vowed for his
military to acquire “formidable military and technical capabilities unperturbed by
any military threat and blackmail and keep themselves fully ready for long-standing
confrontation with the U.S. imperialists.”
The agency published photos of the missile leaving a trail of orange flames as it
soared from a launcher truck on an airport runway near the capital, Pyongyang, and
Kim smiling and clapping as he celebrated with military officials from an observation
deck. Other images showed Kim penning a memo ordering the Hwasong-17 test flight
and approving the launch.
Kim has issued handwritten orders for some of the most significant weapons
demonstrations of his rule over North Korea, including its previous most recent ICBM
test-flight in November 2017, which capped a highly provocative run in nuclear and
missile tests that triggered a verbal exchange of war threats with then-President
Donald Trump.
South Korea’s military responded to Thursday’s launch with live-fire drills of its own
missiles launched from land, a fighter jet and a ship, underscoring a revival of
tensions as diplomacy remains frozen. It said it confirmed readiness to execute
precision strikes against North Korea’s missile launch points as well as command
and support facilities.

Associated Press This photo distributed by the North Korean government shows what
it says a Hwasong-17 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) before its test-fire, at
an undisclosed location in North Korea on March 24, 2022.
Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi said he talked with South Korean
counterpart Chung Eui-yong over the phone and agreed to strengthen bilateral
cooperation against the North Korean threat and seek further U.N. Security Council
actions against Pyongyang.
Seoul's Unification Ministry, which handles inter-Korean affairs, criticized the North
for breaking its self-imposed moratorium on ICBM tests.
“Whatever North Korea’s intent may be, the North must immediately suspend action
that create tensions on the Korean Peninsula and destabilizes the regional security
situation and return to the table for dialogue and negotiations,” ministry
spokesperson Cha Deok-cheol said in a briefing.
The United States requested an open Security Council meeting on the launch and
anticipates it on Friday, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador to the United
Nations, told reporters.
The United States also imposed fresh sanctions against five entities and individuals
located in Russia and North Korea over transferring sensitive items to the North’s
missile program, State Department spokesperson Ned Price said.
Thursday’s test was North Korea’s 12th round of launches this year and the most
provocative test since President Joe Biden took office.
North Korea’s resumption of nuclear brinkmanship reflects a determination to cement
its status as a nuclear power and wrest badly needed economic concessions from
Washington and others from a position of strength, analysts say.
Kim may also feel a need to trumpet his military accomplishments to his domestic
audience and drum up loyalty while the country faces economic difficulties.
The other tests included a purported hypersonic weapon, a long-range cruise missile
and an intermediate-range missile that could reach Guam, a major U.S. military hub
in the Pacific.

The U.S. and South Korean militaries had expected a full-range test of the
Hwasong-17 after concluding two of the recent mid-range launches included
components of the new ICBM.
Following its streak of nuclear explosive and ICBM tests in 2017, Kim suspended
such testing in 2018 ahead of his first meeting with Trump. But the diplomacy
derailed in 2019 when the Americans rejected North Korean demands for a major
release of U.S.-led sanctions against the North in exchange for a limited surrender of
its nuclear capabilities.

Associated Press In this photo distributed by the North Korean government, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, walks around what it says a Hwasong-17
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) on the launcher, at an undisclosed location
in North Korea on March 24, 2022.
The ICBMs launched in three 2017 test flights demonstrated they could reach into the
U.S. mainland. The larger Hwasong-17 may be intended to be armed with multiple
warheads to overwhelm missile defenses.
North Korea’s ruling party in January had issued a veiled threat to end Kim’s
moratorium on ICBM and nuclear tests, citing U.S. hostility.
South Korea’s military has also detected signs that North Korea may be restoring
some of the nuclear-testing tunnels it detonated just before Kim’s first meeting with
Trump in 2018.
Some experts say the North may resume nuclear testing in coming months to claim it
has acquired an ability to build nuclear warheads small enough to fit on some of its
new delivery systems, including the hypersonic missile.

Associated Press North Korea Koreas Tensions
China Votes With Russia As UN Security Council Smacks Down Ukraine Motion
John Feng - Newsweek

David Dee Delgado/Getty Images
The United Nations Security Council defeated a draft resolution by Russia that called
attention to the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine but failed to mention its role as the
aggressor, with China casting the sole supporting vote in favor of the vague text,
which was roundly censured by other delegates.
Wednesday's session in New York took place as the war in Ukraine entered its 29th
day. The motion demanded the protection of civilians as well as humanitarian
corridors, but members of the council saw it as an attempt by Moscow to absolve
itself of responsibility for greatly escalating the conflict.

Russia required a minimum of nine "yes" votes and no vetoes for the draft to be
adopted. Permanent members France, the United Kingdom and the United States
abstained, along with remaining non-permanent council members Albania, Brazil,
Gabon, Ghana, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, Norway and the United Arab
Emirates.
Zhang Jun, the ambassador from China who sided with Russia in casting the only
"yes" votes, framed his support as emphasizing the need to address the crisis with a
consensus on humanitarian grounds, even if political differences remained. He did
not deviate from Beijing's position of not describing the military campaign as a war
or an invasion, nor did he mention Russia's role as the initiator of the conflict.
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield Talks Russian Delegation Draft
"It is the shared wish of the international community for an immediate cease-fire,
which is also China's strong expectation," said Zhang. "It is regrettable that the
Security Council was unable to reach the broadest possible agreement in the end."
Russian Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia, who said the American and British
delegations had "torpedoed” an earlier draft that had also failed to condemn Moscow,
said the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine would only worsen as a result of the council's
failure to adopt his text.
"It will allow the Ukrainian side to keep ignoring the demands for a cease-fire needed
to evacuate people via humanitarian passages. Kyiv will continue using civilians as a
'human shield’ and, contrary to international humanitarian law, placing heavy
armaments in the vicinity of hospitals and kindergartens,” Nebenzia said.
His view was not shared by the vast majority of the other members present at the
session, which also considered two competing resolutions that will be put to
the UN General Assembly on Thursday. Both texts relate to the humanitarian
catastrophe in Ukraine, but one mentions Russia's part as the invading party while
the other does not. Moscow is expected to vote in favor of the latter.
U. S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said the Russian delegation had
attempted to use the Security Council vote as cover for its actions. "It really is
unconscionable that Russia would have the audacity to put forward a resolution
asking the international community to solve a humanitarian crisis that Russia alone
created,” she said.
"Russia is the aggressor, the attacker, the invader—the sole party in Ukraine engaged
in a campaign of brutality against the people of Ukraine—and they want us to pass a
resolution that does not acknowledge their culpability,” said Thomas-Greenfield,
whose remarks were echoed by others.
In a tweet she said: "The Security Council speaks in many languages, but tonight, we
sent a unified message on Russia's absurd resolution. Russia must end its attacks on
Ukraine now."
Ferit Hoxha, Albania's permanent representative, was equally scathing, saying Russia
did not need to propose a resolution for a cease-fire it could achieve by itself.
"We did not fall for such a trap; we did not accept such a mockery.

"Russia is the sole and unique cause of this terrible humanitarian situation it created
out of its obsession. It cannot share this responsibility with the victim, Ukraine, or
anyone else,” Hoxha said.
Meanwhile, Ghana's Ambassador Harold Agyeman offered comments that relied on
the credible voice of fellow UN member states, which had already condemned Russia
earlier in March and demanded a full withdrawal of its forces from within Ukraine's
Internationally recognized borders.
Ghana did not believe that Russia's resolution "spoke to the settled position of the
international community on the cause of this humanitarian catastrophe, nor the
requirement for an immediate and unconditional cessation of hostilities,” Agyeman
said.
He was referring to the March 2 vote in the UN General Assembly, where 141 nations
voted to reprimand Russia for invading Ukraine and 35 countries, including China,
abstained. Russia, Belarus, North Korea, Syria and Eritrea voted against.
Barbara Woodward, the U.K.'s ambassador to the UN, told reporters that the text
submitted by Moscow was a "cynical effort by Russia to exploit the crisis which they
have caused.”
"Their resolution called for respect for international humanitarian law, but
overlooked the fact that they are committing war crimes. Their resolution called for
the protection of women and children, but overlooked the fact that they
had bombed the hospital in Mariupol, and the theater in Mariupol,” she said.
"Their resolution did not call for the one thing that would work, which is that Russia
needs to stop its invasion of Ukraine,” Woodward said.
The UN Refugee Agency estimates more than 3.5 million of Ukraine's 44 million
people have fled the country since Russia's bombardments began on February 24.
Another 6.5 million have been internally displaced by the war, meaning one in
four people have been uprooted by the conflict.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said 100,000 people in the besieged city of
Mariupol have been left without food, water or electricity. Local authorities estimate
more than 2,400 civilians have died in the past month.

The Ukrainian Army Has More Tanks Now Than When The War Began—Because It
Keeps Capturing Them From Russia
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Forbes
Ukraine has lost at least 74 tanks—destroyed or captured—since Russia widened its
war on the country starting the night of Feb. 23. But Ukraine has captured at least
117 Russian tanks, according to open-source-intelligence analysts who scrutinize
photos and videos on social media.
In other words, the Ukrainian army might actually have more tanks now than a month
ago—all without building a single brand-new tank or pulling some older vehicle out
of storage.
The Russians meanwhile have captured at least 37 Ukrainian tanks—a sum
inadequate to compensate for the roughly 274 tanks it is believed to have lost to all
causes.
The disparity in captured tanks speaks to Russia’s lack of preparation for a
high-intensity war against a determined foe. But it also speaks to the advantages any
defender possesses over any attacker.
Russia must project forces into Ukraine scores or hundreds of miles, extending
poorly-protected supply lines and risking front-line units running out of ammunition
and fuel. Many of those tanks the Ukrainians have seized were just sitting there, out of
gas, their crews having fled.
The Ukrainian army meanwhile enjoys the advantage of “interior lines.” That is, its
forces fight close to major cities and their bases. The Ukrainians’ supply lines are
contained inside their own defensive perimeter rather than strung out along
unguarded highways.
All that is to say, Ukrainian tanks are way less likely to run out of fuel in the middle of
the war zone.
Those 117 tanks Ukraine has captured are just the ones analysts visually can confirm.
The actual total almost certainly is much higher. Videos of Ukrainian farmers towing
abandoned Russian vehicles have become symbols of Ukraine’s resistance.

How many of the seized tanks and other vehicles are fit for further use is hard to
confirm. There are lots of videos of Russian tanks under tow. There are far fewer
showing those same tanks back in action in Ukrainian colors.
But it helps that Ukraine uses many of the same tanks that Russia does. The Ukrainian
army’s main tank, the T-64, no longer is in active use in the Russian army. But the
Ukrainians also operate at least two models that the Russians still use, too—the
T-72 and the T-80.
The T-80 actually is an evolution of the T-64, itself one of the most sophisticated tanks
Soviet industry ever produced. The T-72, by contrast is a simpler, cheaper tank—one
suitable to mass-production and easy support in the field. It’s not for no reason that
Ukraine generally assigns its T-72s to reserve formations.
In any event, there aren’t many captured Russian tanks Ukraine can’t use in some
capacity. The question is how quickly Kyiv’s army can take stock of a vehicle its
troops—or civilians—have seized, repair any damage, fuel it up, restock its ammo
and assign it to a crew with the right training.
That can happen in a matter of days, if videos depicting ex-Russian T-72s and T-80s
in combat on the Ukrainian side are any indication. Russia attacked on Feb. 23. No
later than March 11, former Russian tanks were shooting back ... at the Russians.
The steady transfer to Ukraine, via captures, of hundreds upon hundreds of tanks,
fighting vehicles, artillery, air-defense systems and trucks underlines the challenge
Russia faces in achieving any of its strategic objectives in Ukraine.
The Kremlin realistically can’t kill its way to victory. Not as long as Ukraine,
population 44 million, possesses reserves of human capital—and as long as the
Ukrainians remain united in the defense of their homeland.
It’s telling that, at the same time Russia was begging Syria for a thousand
mercenaries last week, Ukraine was mobilizing reserve echelons numbering 150,000
fresh troops.
Those reservists probably aren’t hurting for equipment. Many of them will fall in on
some ex-Russian T-72, scrubbed clean of any evidence of its old crew and sporting
freshly painted Ukrainian insignia.
An oligarch bankrolled a scheme to paint swastikas in Ukraine to fuel Putin's unfounded
claims about rampant Nazism, a report says
Grace Dean (gdean@insider.com) - Business Insider

Business Insider Russian President Vladimir Putin has tried to justify his attack by saying
that Ukraine was overrun by Nazis. MIKHAIL KLIMENTYEV/SPUTNIK/AFP via Getty
Images
A Ukrainian oligarch funded a scheme to paint swastikas in Ukraine, sources told Rolling
Stone. The graffiti reportedly aimed to fuel false claims that Nazis had a large presence in
Ukraine.
Putin has said Russia's invasion aimed for the "demilitarization and de-Nazification of
Ukraine.”
An oligarch with ties to Russia bankrolled a scheme to paint swastikas in Ukraine over the
winter as part of a campaign to spread claims that Nazis had a large presence in the country,
Pavel Fuks, a Ukrainian businessman who formerly had Russian citizenship, used
intermediaries to pay criminals between $500 and $1,500 to paint antisemitic graffiti across
Ukraine in December, January, and February, the sources reportedly told the publication.
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered troops to invade Ukraine in late February in what
he called a "special military operation". He has called Ukraine's government —
whose president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, is Jewish — a "band of junkies and neo-Nazis" and
said that the invasion aimed for the "demilitarization and de-Nazification of Ukraine."
Former Ukrainian kickboxer Oleg Plyush told Rolling Stone that he was friends with Fuks
and spoke to him about the swastika plot. Plyush said he was aware of three pieces of
antisemitic graffiti that he said were funded by Fuks, including some in Kyiv. The graffiti was
carried out by "street thugs," two of whom he personally knew, Plyush told the publication.
Plyush said that Fuks had told him he had "no choice" but to implement the scheme if he
wanted to stay in business in the region. Rolling Stone did not say who this pressure came
from.

According to the publication, the use of Nazi symbols is a tactic known to be used by Russian
intelligence to help stir unrest, and the claims that Fuks was involved do not suggest the
actions were driven by antisemitism.
Former KGB general Oleg Kalugin wrote in his memoir that KGB officers paid American
agents to paint swastikas on synagogues and hospitals in New York and Washington during
the Cold War to make it look antisemitic, per Rolling Stone.
Rolling Stone said it based its reporting on at least six sources. It said it was unable to
independently verify specific vandalism incidences connected to the alleged scheme.
Fuks and his US lawyer did not respond to Rolling Stone's requests for comment. Neither
Oleg Plyush nor Fuks' lawyer immediately replied to a request for comment for Insider.
Fuks, who was born in Kharkiv, made his money in the banking and real-estate industries. He
negotiated with the Trump Organization about building a Trump Tower in Moscow, which
never came to light. He has also worked with Rudy Giuliani.
Fuks was sanctioned alongside hundreds of other Ukrainian individuals, many of them
wealthy, by Russia in 2018 as part of measures to hobble Ukraine's economy. He said in 2021
that he had renounced his Russian citizenship after starting the formal process in 2017.

Britain Calls Out Russia’s Top Diplomat for Secret Family
Allison Quinn - The daily Beast

The Daily Beast
Britain’s latest round of sanctions against Russia has gone above and beyond simple
financial punishment, airing a bit of Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s dirty
laundry in the process.
In its list of the 65 new individuals and organizations targeted for “aiding Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine,” the British Foreign Office appears to have made a point to call
out Lavrov’s “secret family” in London, with its inclusion of Polina Kovalev, whom it
describes as his stepdaughter.
Kovalev’s inclusion on the list appears to confirm exhaustive reporting by Kremlin
foe Alexei Navalny’s team that Lavrov, 71, has been living a “double life” for nearly

two decades. One that includes a secret mistress, identified by Navalny’s allies as
Svetlana Polyakova, an actress and a restaurateur who works for Russia’s Foreign
Ministry.
“A source in the foreign ministry told journalists that the whole ministry knows that
this woman is Lavrov’s wife. And almost the most influential person in the foreign
ministry. She can fire whoever she doesn’t like,” the report by Navalny’s team noted.
Polina Kovaleva is reportedly Polyakova’s daughter from an earlier marriage. She is
said to reside in a lavish Kensington apartment she purchased for a whopping £ 4.4
million ($5.8 million) at the age of 21.
The U.K.’s list of new sanctions also target Oleg Tinkov, the founder of Tinkoff Bank;
Herman Gref, the CEO of Sberbank, the largest Russian bank; and Galina
Danilchenko, who was installed by Russian forces as the mayor of the Ukrainian city
of Melitopol. Danilchenko has also been sanctioned “for collaboration with Russian
forces currently in Ukraine,”Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said.
“These oligarchs, businesses, and hired thugs are complicit in the murder of innocent
civilians and it is right that they pay the price,” Truss said in a statement
accompanying a list of the targeted individuals.

A Ukrainian tech worker fled to Germany amid the chaos of the invasion in a bid to
financially support her husband, who was ordered to stay behind
Sam Tabahriti - Business Insider

Aleksandra Borodina (left) and her partner Vlad Builvol. Aleksandra Borodina.
A Ukrainian woman, who fled Kyiv the day after the first bombing, found refuge in
Germany. Aleksandra Borodina continues to work for a tech company so she can
support her husband in Lviv.

She wants to return to Ukraine as soon as the war is over and help rebuild the
country.
"The war has begun," were the words Aleksandra Borodina woke up to on February
24.
From the comfort of her sister's home, where she found refuge in Düsseldorf,
Germany, the Ukrainian tech worker told Insider about the journey she embarked on
— and how she is trying to financially support her partner, who is in Lviv, Ukraine.
Not much made sense to Borodina that morning, when the first bombing occurred and
she was still half asleep. Her partner, however, explained to her what was happening
in a calm voice while stroking her hair. A few minutes later, the first air raid sirens
sounded: "I realized that this was a life-changing event that divided life into 'before’
and 'after,’” she said.
She added: "The event that everyone was actively discussing, thinking through
scenarios, but to be honest, almost no one believed it, was actually happening. It
seemed just impossible for the modern world.”
Russian President Vladimir Putin sent military troops to invade Ukraine in late
February, a move that has been hugely criticized by Western countries, including the
US, which accuses Russia of war crimes for its "indiscriminate attacks" on civilians.
In Ukraine's southern port city of Mariupol, Russia was reported to have targeted
hospitals, schools, and theaters where hundreds of children were sheltering.
Borodina, 34, is from Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine. She spent most of the first day of
the war at home. Fleeing was not viable then, "it just looked like a panicked and
senseless option at the time,” she said.
"Looking back, however, I would have done the same as others and left on the first
day. We would have had time to cross the border on the first day and Vlad would be
with me.”
Borodina's partner, Vlad Builvol is the CEO of a natural wine store. Ukrainian men
have been banned from leaving the country and urged to join the army.

Borodina spent the night in a bombing shelter, following the first bombing on
February 24. Aleksandra Borodina.
‘But I am safe …’
Borodina is aware of the psychological impact that hearing sirens every day may
have on her partner. She added: "I can't imagine what happens to people who have
continuously lived under bombing every day — for over a month now.”
She continues to work for Kyiv-based tech company, Roosh, as she wants to
financially support Builvol, who has lost his job. She said that her company is doing
everything to save jobs and pay wages in full.
"We continue to work and at the end of the war, we will rebuild our country,” she
said.
As soon as the war is over, Borodina wants to return to Ukraine and specifically to
her "dear Kyiv.”
She added: "It is my home, which I love with all my heart. I really want to help
Ukraine to get back on its feet. To implement this plan, it is important for me to
continue working and temporarily settle down here.”
She has submitted documents to German authorities about her rights, legal status,
and health insurance. "Everything changes every day,” she said, but added that she
couldn't help but feel grateful for the support she has received.
"Germany is now very supportive of Ukrainian refugees. We understand how lucky we
are," she said. "Yet, we miss our home and husbands very much,” she said.

Before she fled, Borodina was worried about the reception that would greet her if she
managed to escape. At that time, the queues at the borders were kilometers long.
She said: "The situation with Syria in the past has shown that Europe is not really
looking forward to refugees. But we were pleasantly surprised by all the support that
was waiting for us. I can't speak for all countries but Germany provides a lot of
help.”
She added: "I am in a foreign country, and without much understanding of the future,
but I am safe.”

'Pimps' are stalking Poland's railway stations and border crossings targeting
vulnerable women and children refugees fleeing Ukraine, charity groups warn
Alia Shoaib - Business Insider

Ukrainian refugees are seen after crossing into Poland on March 13, 2022. LOUISA
GOULIAMAKI/AFP via Getty Images.
A charity worker in Poland said predators were luring women into cars, the
Guardian reported.Vulnerable Ukrainian refugees are targeted by traffickers as they
reach neighboring countries, charities warn. Almost 90% of the 3.7 million refugees
fleeing Ukraine are women and children, the UN said.
Women and children fleeing Ukraine are being preyed upon by traffickers in
neighboring countries, charity groups have warned.
Karolina Wierzbińska, a coordinator at Homo Faber, a human rights organization
based in Lublin, Poland, told The Guardian that charity workers had witnessed
refugees being targeted as they arrived in the country.

"We've registered the first cases of [suspected] pimps preying on Ukrainian women
near refugee shelter points in Lublin; accosting them, sometimes aggressively, under
the guise of offering transport, work or accommodation,” Wierzbińska told The
Guardian.
Teams of predators were seen "pretending to offer rides or lodging to women
distressed and exhausted from their journey,” Wierzbińska told the paper.
These teams were not only made of men, as women and couples had also been seen
approaching female refugees at bus stations, she said.
Wierzbińska previously told The Guardian that there had also been instances of
children going missing after being sent across the border alone by desperate parents.
Charity groups fear that women could be forced into slavery or prostitution, and
children could be kidnapped and sold to criminal gangs.
Police in Wrocław, Poland, said they arrested a 49-year-old man suspected of raping
a 19-year-old Ukrainian woman who he offered a place to stay, France24 reported.
Traffickers are believed to be taking advantage of the chaos
More than 3.7 million people are believed to have fled from Ukraine since Russia
began its military invasion a month ago, according to the UN Refugee Agency. The
vast majority of these refugees, over 2 million, have fled to Poland.
Representatives for the UN Refugee Agency said that almost 90% of the refugees are
women and children, as men of fighting age have been banned from leaving the
country.
"For predators and human traffickers, the war in Ukraine is not a tragedy,”
Secretary-General of the UN António Guterres wrote on Twitter. "It's an opportunity
– and women and children are the targets.”
As refugees flood across the border into Poland, thousands of volunteers have
stepped to offer them food, housing, and free transportation.
Amnesty International reported that volunteers were far more visible and active than
government authorities in the places it visited in Poland, including the border
crossing at Medyka and train stations in Przemysl and Warsaw.
While police have increased their presence in recent days to more thoroughly check
the identity of volunteers and drivers offering lifts to refugees, many cars still pass
without being stopped, The Guardian reported.
Traffickers are believed to be taking advantage of the chaos and disorganization to
prey on distressed refugees.

Nils Muižnieks, Europe Regional Director at Amnesty International, said that the
efforts of Polish volunteers should be commended, but authorities need to do more to
protect refugees.
"Solidarity shown by volunteers in Poland has been remarkable, but without central
authorities taking responsibility and concerted action, people in need of protection
and assistance risk falling through the cracks,” Muižnieks said.
Reports of predators taking advantage of vulnerable refugees have also been reported
by charity workers in countries like Slovakia and Germany, according to The
Huffington Post.
Hillary Margolis, a senior researcher at Human Rights Watch, said that as refugees
become hungrier and weaker they are more likely to end up in unsafe situations.
"People will do things that they might not think they would do because they're
literally starving, need medical care and a place to stay,” Margolis told the outlet.

Russian general Yakov Rezantsev killed in Ukraine
Ben Tobias - BBC News
Ukraine's defence ministry says another Russian general, Lt Gen Yakov Rezantsev,
was killed in a strike near the southern city of Kherson. Rezantsev was the
commander of Russia's 49th combined army.
A western official said he was the seventh general to die in Ukraine, and the second
lieutenant general - the highest rank officer reportedly killed. It is thought that low
morale among Russian troops has forced senior officers closer to the front line.
In a conversation intercepted by the Ukrainian military, a Russian soldier complained
that Rezantsev had claimed the war would be over within hours, just four days after it
began.
Ukrainian media reported on Friday that the general was killed at the Chornobaivka
airbase near Kherson, which Russia is using as a command post and has been
attacked by Ukraine's military several times.
Another lieutenant general, Andrei Mordvichev, was reportedly killed by a Ukrainian
strike on the same base. Kherson was the first Ukrainian city to be occupied by
Russian forces, although there are reports that daily protests are held there against
the Russian occupation.
Although Russia has confirmed the death of only one general, Kyiv and western
officials believe up to seven have been killed in fighting since the war began.
However the death of Maj Gen Magomed Tushayev of the Chechen national guard
has been disputed.

It is unusual for such senior Russian officers to be so close to the battlefield, and
western officials believe that they have been forced to move towards the front lines to
deal with low morale among Russian troops.
The unexpectedly strong Ukrainian resistance, poor Russian equipment and a high
death toll amongst Russian troops are all thought to be contributing to the low
morale.
Russian forces are believed to be relying in part on open communication systems, for
example mobile phones and analogue radios, which are easy to intercept and could
give away the locations of high-ranking officers.
A person inside Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's inner circle told the Wall
Street Journal that Ukraine had a military intelligence team dedicated to targeting
Russia's officer class.
So far, Vladimir Putin has only referred to the death of one general, thought to be
Maj Gen Andrey Sukhovetsky, in a speech soon after the start of the war. Russia says
1,351 soldiers have died since the war began in Ukraine, although Kyiv and western
officials say the number is much higher.
Russia's lost generals

Lt Gen Yakov Rezantsev was reportedly killed by a Ukrainian strike on the
Chornobaivka airbase near the city of Kherson. He was promoted to lieutenant
general last year, and was commander of the 49th combined army of Russia's
southern military district.
He is said to have taken part in Russia's military operation in Syria.

Andrei Mordvichev was killed by a strike on the Chornobaivka airbase near Kherson,
according to Ukrainian officials. He was the commander of Russia's 8th combined
army of the southern military district. His death was reported on 18 March.

Maj Gen Oleg Mityaev reportedly died somewhere near the city of Mariupol, a city in
south-east Ukraine which has seen some of the heaviest fighting so far. The
nationalist Azov regiment claims to have killed him.
He was a commander of the Russian army's 150th motorized rifle division, a
relatively new unit formed in 2016, and based in the Rostov region close to the
Ukrainian border.
Ukraine claims that the unit was created in order to take part in the conflict in
separatist-controlled areas of eastern Ukraine, although Russia denies that its
military was involved in fighting there.

Maj Gen Andrei Kolesnikov, of the 29th combined army, was killed in fighting on 11
March, according to official Ukrainian sources. The circumstances of his death were
not given.
After Kolesnikov became the third Russian general reportedly killed in Ukraine, one
western official told the Press Association that the Russian army may be suffering
from low morale, which is why high-ranking military officers are moving closer to the
front line.

Maj Gen Vitaly Gerasimov, chief of staff of Russia's 41st combined army, was killed
on 7 March outside the eastern city of Kharkiv, according to Ukraine's defence
ministry.

Kharkiv, close to the Russian border, has come under sustained attack from Russian
forces. Ukraine's military released a recording of what it said was two Russian
security service officials discussing Gerasimov's death, and complaining that their
secure communication networks no longer worked in Ukraine.
Gerasimov was involved in the second Chechen war, the Russian military operation
in Syria, and in the Russian annexation of Crimea in 2014.

Maj Gen Andrey Sukhovetsky, a deputy commander at the same unit as Gerasimov,
was reportedly killed by a sniper on 3 March. Like Gerasimov, Sukhovetsky was part
of Russia's military operations in Crimea and in Syria.
Unlike the other generals, Sukhovetsky's death was reported in the Russian media and
Russian President Vladimir Putin confirmed in a speech that a general had died in
Ukraine.

Tổng hợp tin tức, bài viết , video clip cho cuối ngày 24/03/2022...
BMH ///
Washington, D.C
Stephanie Murphy, Nữ Dân biểu Liên Bang (dân chủ) người Mỹ gốc Việt đầu tiên sẽ
rút lui (không tái tranh cử năm 2022) đã tỉnh ngộ, chỉ trích sự lãnh đạo của đảng dạn
chủ vì đã phục vụ cho bọn cánh tả
Trong hoàn cảnh con số kỷ lục các nhà lập pháp Đảng Dân chủ rút lui trước cuộc
bầu cử giữa kỳ sắp tới của năm 2022, Dân biểu Stephanie Murphy (D-FL) cũng sẽ ra
đi, đã nhắm sự chỉ trích vào các nhà lãnh đạo trong đảng của bà ta chẳng hạn như Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) – đã tạo điều kiện có thể mất quyền kiểm soát
của cả Hạ viện và Thượng viện cho đảng Cộng hòa vào tháng 11 năm 2022.

Retiring Dem. Rep. Stephanie Murphy blasts party leadership for catering to far-left
wing
March 20, 2022
https://conservativeinstitute.org/conservative-news/retiring-dem-rep-stephanie-murph
y-blasts-party-leadership-for-catering-to-far-left-wing.htm
Amid record retirements among Democrat lawmakers ahead of the upcoming midterm
elections, departing Congresswoman Stephanie Murphy (D-FL) took aim at leaders in
her party – such as Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) – for creating the conditions that
could well cede control of both the House and Senate to Republicans in November.
Speaking at length to Politico, Murphy did not hold back in explaining why she
believes Democrat leaders’ willingness to kowtow to the radical left-wing of the party
could be their undoing this fall and that their efforts to “beat moderates into
submission” with regard to ambitious parts of President Joe Biden’s agenda were
destined to fail.
Murphy goes rogue
Using the battle over Biden’s domestic spending priorities as a prime example of her
complaints, Murphy blasted Pelosi’s decision to try and link the so-called bipartisan
infrastructure bill to a larger social spending measure that contained a laundry list of
progressive demands.
“I felt from the start that was a failed strategy,” Murphy explained, adding, “I also
felt like you can’t promise rainbows and unicorns when you know that you don’t have
the votes for it.”
The Florida legislator added that given the narrow nature of the majorities held by
the party, it was foolish of Democrat leaders to demonstrate such intolerance toward
members who were reluctant to vote in ways likely to sink them with the moderate
voters comprising their districts.
“It’s unfortunate because I think in order for us as Democrats to hold the majority,
you have to be able to win in seats like mind and in redder seats. That means you
have to cut your members a little bit of leeway to vote their district,” she opined.

Blasting Republicans as “more like a cult of personality” than a political party, while
also leveling criticism at the radicals in her own ranks, Murphy added, “I don’t want
to hand this country and the agenda over to a party that’s trying to dismantle
democracy. But I also don’t want to hand my party over to the faction that wants to
dismantle capitalism.”
Dems face an uphill battle
Murphy’s observations are well-taken, particularly because more Democrats in the
lower chamber have decided not to seek re-election than they have in 30 years,
making it far less likely that the party will be able to retain its already slim majority,
as The Hill recently noted.
Democrats reached their aforementioned – yet unwanted – milestone last month when
Rep. Kathleen Rice (NY) announced her decision not to run again, and the tally of
retirements grew when Rep. Ted Deutch (FL) declared at the end of February that he
also would not seek re-election.
The Hill suggested that these may not be the last of the retirement announcements to
come from the Democrat side of the aisle, considering that several current lawmakers
hail from states in which filing deadlines have not yet arrived, and they may be
waiting to declare their intentions to leave.
Republican tailwinds build
Standing in stark contrast to the Democrats’ woes, Republican hopes for November
continue to be bolstered by the fact that just 16 GOP House incumbents
have decided not to run again, with some opting to accept private sector positions or
choosing to seek alternative elected office.
The convergence of these factors lends credence to a recent – indeed encouraging –
observation from Republican Congressional Committee spokesman Mike Berg, who
said, as The Hill noted, “The 2022 elections are coming up quick, and Democrats
need to decide now whether they want to retire or stick around and get fired.”
It seems shocking to me the things that Ketanji Brown Jackson does not know.
During her confirmation hearings, she has been asked several questions regarding
precedent and the stance of the man that nominated her to the court.
If we are to take Jackson at face value, she had no knowledge of any of this. Liar!
How can we trust a judge who lies during confirmation hearings?
The answer, of course, is that we cannot.
I gave Jackson the benefit of the doubt when Senator Blackburn (R-TN) was
questioning her regarding a Justice Ginsburg ruling.
Where Jackson lost me was when she said she could not define the word “woman”
without context in a case, as if that matters.
Her excuse… she is not a biologist.

As if that was not lame enough, when Jackson was asked if she knew Joe Biden’s
history of grilling minority judiciary candidates, she claimed complete ignorance of
the situation.
Senator Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) asked Jackson specifically if she knew how Biden
filibustered Janice Rogers Brown.
She replied, “I did not know that?”
When Graham asked her how she felt about that, she gave no reply.
Personally, I do not believe she is not aware of this for a second, especially with as
much attention as it got after Biden specifically stated he was going to nominate a
black woman for the post.
Biden even teamed up with his racist buddy and former KKK member, Senator Byrd
(D-W.V.), to crush any chance Brown had of making it to the Supreme Court when he
warned Bush that Rogers, who at the time was the only black candidate being
considered for the vacancy, would be filibustered if she were the nominee.
After that, Bush pulled her name from contention, and Brown was never given serious
consideration again.
My opinion… Jackson is a liar and an ideologist that will poison this court.
Her nomination must be blocked.

Ivanka Trump sends 1M meals to Ukrainian refugees
Xin click vào link dưới đây:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0D1f9iR__c
One million meals are being sent to Ukrainian citizens, and refugees at the Polish
border, thanks to Ivanka Trump.
The eldest daughter of former President Donald Trump contributed hundreds of
thousands of dollars to buy close to 158,000 pounds of food, according to WLFA.

Trump reportedly contacted different non-profit organizations to package the
shelf-stable meals. Trump coordinated the effort with the UPS Foundation and her
partners, City Serve, City of Destiny and the Pentecostal European Fellowship.
Once packed, the meals of oatmeal and goulash will be sent to Warsaw, Poland,
where faith-based organizations and volunteers will deliver the food to Ukrainians in
need, according to Fox News.
“The Ukrainian people have shown inspiring courage and resilience during the
invasion of their country by Russia. As is often the case, pain and hardship are
disproportionately borne by the most vulnerable,” Trump said.
“With this food, I hope to provide a small source of comfort and nourishment for
Ukrainians who are suffering so greatly.”
Trump’s mother, Ivana Trump, grew up in Soviet-occupied Czechoslovakia. This has
reportedly led to Trump having a “very personal connection” to the Ukrainian
conflict.

Hệ thống tác chiến điện tử Krasukha-4
Công nghệ tối tân của Nga đã bị quân đội Ukraine tịch thu, nó sẽ cung cấp bí mật
quân sự cho phương Tây! Ukraine bắt giữ quân cụ của Nga ở Ukraine trị giá 42 triệu
đô la ngày nay. Hệ thống tác chiến điện tử Krasukha-4 là một trong những hệ thống
mới nhất của Nga, được thiết kế để phá sóng radar và máy bay không người lái.
Không ai biết chính xác bao nhiêu Hệ thống tác chiến điện tử của Nga đã bị phá hủy,
nhưng hệ thống này đã được tịch thu trong tình trạng hoàn toàn tốt gần Kyiv. Ban
đầu họ nghĩ đó là một thùng chứa bí mật, nhưng sau đó, người Ukraine nhận ra đó là
xe chỉ huy của các hệ thống EW mới nhất của Nga, được xử dụng để tạo ra các khu
vực radar không ảnh hưởng trên chiến trường.
Russian conscripts drive $42 million secret Russian military vehicle, this is what
happened next

Advanced Russian Tech Has Been Captured By Ukrainian Army, Offering Military
Secrets! Ukraine captured Russian equipment in Ukraine valued at $42 million
dollars today.
The Krasukha-4 Electronic warfare system is one of the newest Russian systems
designed to jam radar and drones. Nobody knows exactly how much Russian
equipment has been destroyed, but this system was captured in good condition near
Kyiv.
At first they thought it was a mysterious container, but later Ukrainians realized it
was the command module of on of the newest Russian EW systems used to create
radar blind spots on the battlefield.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=carDhabGm3Y
The Russia-Ukraine conflict could shake up the global balance of power in 3 big
ways, Economist Intelligence Unit says
Ben Winck - Business Insider

Henning Dräger and his family traveled at the back of a United Nations convoy for
several days as they fled the Russian invasion in Ukraine.
The Russia-Ukraine conflict could reshape the global balance of power, the
Economist Intelligence Unit said Wednesday. The team sees new geopolitical
alliances emerging and a new divide between the East and West.
The new order could also force the US and EU to rethink their relationships with
China, EIU added. A new world order is forming, and economists are starting to
consider what it will look like.
It's been a month since Russia began its invasion of Ukraine, and almost every corner
of geopolitics has been affected. The West has united around Ukraine, dramatically
escalating sanctions against Russia and cutting the country out of the global financial
system, and NATO is the most visibly united it's been in decades.

Yet China remains neutral, leaving the door open for a partnership with Russia that
could offer the sanctioned country key economic support.
Though the conflict is only weeks old, it already marks a "defining moment in the
reshaping of the geopolitical order,” the Economist Intelligence Unit said in a report
published Wednesday.
The invasion has already had massive implications outside Eastern Europe,
from skyrocketing inflation to a historic refugee crisis. But as the conflict continues, it
stands to shake up the world order with new alliances and divisions.
Here are three ways the Russia-Ukraine conflict is poised to change the global
balance of power, according to EIU.
The end of the post-Cold War era
The first decades after the Cold War were defined by NATO strength and US
unilateralism. Yet the last two decades have seen China ride an unprecedented
economic boom and Russia revive its own geopolitical power.
That helped grow an "intra-Western rivalry" and erode the US's role as the leading
global power, EIU's team said. Russia's invasion is the peak of that shift and hints
that the post-Cold War period of US dominance is over.
"Russia's invasion of Ukraine is a flagrant challenge to the US's role as global
policeman, and suggests that the world has become much more unstable and
dangerous,” the economists said.
If the post-Cold War era was defined by US unilateralism, EIU sees the next decades
as featuring two "hostile, competing camps.” Russia's attack will accelerate a shift
away from globalism and toward regionalism, the team said, with China and Russia
rivaling the West. Some countries will try to straddle the divide, but that "balancing
act” will get more difficult as time passes and the gap between the sparring groups
widens, EIU said.
A new dividing line in Europe
Smaller divides will emerge too, specifically between the EU and Russia. President
Vladimir Putin already tested the international order when Russia annexed Crimea in
2014, but its push into Ukraine could establish a new de facto border in Europe.
"Russia's repudiation of the Western-led 'rules based order' signals a turning away
from Europe and the creation of a new division of the continent, three decades after
the fall of the Berlin Wall,” EIU said.
The "buffer zone” created by the invasion, should Russia succeed, is set to include
part of Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan, the team added. That would push Russia's
influence right up against the EU members of Poland, Romania, and Slovakia.
NATO and the EU have warned that incursions into member states would result in
swift military retaliation. The groups have so far avoided sending forces into Ukraine
amid fears of escalating the conflict into a third World War. Yet as the invasion
presses on and Russia shows no signs of withdrawing, the likelihood of a new dividing
line grows.

A reshuffling of partnerships with China
Among the biggest unknowns in the conflict is where China will land. The economic
powerhouse has refrained from backing or denouncing Russia's invasion, but its
economic ties to Russia inherently erode the power of the West's sanctions.
Russia has been building up its partnership with China since 2012, and the past
decade has seen Russia grow increasingly reliant on trade with China. Presidents
Putin and Xi Jinping already declared at the latest Winter Olympics that their
alliance would "know no limits" and rival NATO, and it's likely those ties will only
solidify further in the years ahead, EIU said.
"What began as a marriage of convenience has grown over the past decade into a
strategic partnership," EIU said. "For China, an alliance with Russia offers security
along its northern border, natural resources and a shared authoritarian approach
and attitude to the West.”
That trend, however, could force the West to rethink its connections to China, the
team added. The US will now have to focus on containing Russia while also relying
less on China for trade.
This puts Eastern allies like Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan in a bind, as their need
for US protection is likely to grow, EIU said. A coalition against China in the
Asia-Pacific region could emerge as geopolitical divides deepen, the team added.
Ukraine Seeks to Exploit Shift in Russia's Military Strategy
Isabel Coles - The Wall Street Journal

Christopher Occhicone for The Wall Street Journal Ukraine Seeks to Exploit Shift in
Russia's Military Strategy

KYIV, Ukraine—Ukrainian forces said they have driven Russian troops out of a
town in the northeast of the country, as Kyiv seeks to exploit a decision by Moscow to
focus its efforts on controlling a swath of territory in the south and east.
Meanwhile, a day after President Biden pledged support for Kyiv in its fight against
Russia, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky chastised the West for what he says
is a failure to supply his army with the heavier weapons it needs to fight the
better-armed Russian military.
Ukraine said Sunday that its forces have retaken Trostyanets, about 14 miles from the
Russian border, potentially opening a road to the provincial capital of Sumy, which
has been encircled by the Russians since the early days of the invasion.
The successful counteroffensive shows how Ukrainian forces are seeking to take
advantage of a shift in Russia’s military posture.
On Friday, after facing heavy losses and meeting stiff resistance from the Ukrainians,
Moscow said it would refocus its offensive in Ukraine on the country’s east.
Russian forces have dug into defensive positions around towns and cities in the north
and around the capital, Kyiv—which it has failed to seize—in order to concentrate on
the Donbas region in the east.
Russia’s firepower is currently concentrated on Mariupol, a strategically important
city linking Russian-controlled parts of eastern Ukraine with territory Moscow has
captured in the south. Thousands have fled Mariupol, while those left behind
endure constant Russian shelling and survive without adequate food, water or
medical supplies.
Retaking Trostyanets “demonstrates that the Ukrainians are able to counterattack,
which means Russia can’t assume that once they hold ground they have secured
it,” said Jack Watling, an expert on land warfare at the Royal United Services
Institute, a British think tank.
“That limits the amount of resource they can apply to the place they are trying to take
at any one time.”
The Russian pivot came a month into a war that has killed and wounded thousands of
Ukrainians and uprooted more than 10 million from their homes.
During a visit to Warsaw on Saturday, Mr. Biden appeared to call for Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s ouster, saying the Russian leader’s invasion of Ukraine
had ignited a “new battle for freedom” between democracies and autocracies. A
White House official later walked back Mr. Biden’s remark, which was dismissed by
the Kremlin.
While Mr. Biden was in Warsaw, Russian missiles struck a site roughly 210 miles
away, near the western Ukrainian city of Lviv, which has become a hub both
for people displaced by the fighting and for arms and other materiel the West is
sending to support Ukrainian forces.

Such support has helped Ukrainian troops regain some ground in areas where
Russian troops had early success after the invasion began on Feb. 24.
The Russian strikes on Lviv damaged a plant used to repair and modernize Tor
missile systems, radar systems and other equipment for the Ukrainian army,
according to a Sunday briefing by Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen.
Igor Konashenkov.
The mayor of Lviv, Andriy Sadovyi, said the strikes had hit a fuel-storage facility and
other infrastructure, and that military infrastructure had been removed from the city
around the time the war began.
In a speech late Saturday, a visibly irritated Mr. Zelensky renewed his plea for tanks,
planes and missile-defense systems. “This is what our partners have. This is what is
covered with dust at their storage facilities,” he said.
“It cannot be acceptable for everyone on the continent if the Baltic states, Poland,
Slovakia and the whole of Eastern Europe are at risk of a clash with the Russian
invaders,” he said. “At risk only because they left only one percent of all NATO
aircraft and one percent of all NATO tanks somewhere in their hangars. One percent!
We did not ask for more. And we do not ask for more. And we have already been
waiting for 31 days!”
Starting before the Russians invaded, members of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization have sent Kyiv large quantities of military, nonlethal and humanitarian
assistance. The weaponry has recently increased in volume and variety, but still falls
short of what Mr. Zelensky has publicly requested.
The U.S. and NATO allies have sent portable antitank and antiaircraft weapons, as
well as lethal drones. Mr. Zelensky has requested fighter planes, tanks and
antiaircraft systems capable of hitting Russian warplanes at high altitude, but said
Ukraine hasn’t received what it needs. NATO’s communications office didn’t respond
to a request for comment on Mr. Zelensky’s weekend comments.
In a video, Taras Savchenko, the deputy head of the Sumy regional administration,
showed the destroyed Russian tanks left behind in Trostyanets. On Sunday, the
brigade involved in retaking the town said Russian forces had left behind weapons,
equipment and ammunition that they would use to recapture other Ukrainian cities
under Russian control.
Many facilities in the town, including a hospital, remain studded with mines, said
Dmytro Zhyvytskyi, head of the Sumy regional administration.
Deliveries of medical supplies, food and other aid are being arranged, he said. Since
communications in the town have been destroyed, rescue workers will drive around
the town on Monday with loudspeakers to inform residents about the distribution of
humanitarian aid.
Russia’s shifting war plan highlights how the Kremlin’s broader effort to take over
most or all of Ukraine has stalled. When Moscow invaded Ukraine, it attacked along

multiple fronts, aiming to take territory including Kyiv. In the opening days of fighting,
Ukrainian troops were able to fend off an airborne assault to take the capital, halt
tank columns heading to the city and forestall Russian advances in other areas.

These Are the Russian Tycoon Mansions on the French Riviera
Gaspard Sebag & Simon Lee - Bloomberg

Bloomberg
The opulent mansions of Russian billionaires in Londongrad have already felt the
sanctions blow. But farther south from the U.K. capital, in a coastal corner of the
French Mediterranean, wealthy tycoons have also purchased sea-view real estate
over the years.
Tucked away behind high walls and tall trees, the palatial residences might be a less
visible display of wealth than the billionaires’ yachts that have been impounded in
European ports. Still, the French government — which has set up a task force to
scrutinize all relevant financial assets — says it has frozen more than half a billion
euros’ worth of real estate in France, including some 30 properties.
The Cap d’Antibes, a peninsula that juts out into the Mediterranean east of Cannes,
and the nearby so-called Bay of Billionaires form an enclave that first gained its
exclusive reputation decades ago as a hot spot for rock stars and royals, bankers and
barons of industry.
Rich Russians started settling in there and in nearby Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat shortly
after the fall of the Soviet Union. Now several of them have been sanctioned by the
EU, freezing bank accounts and other assets owned by the targeted individual. As a
result, underlying property holdings can no longer be sold, mortgaged or rented out.

Here are French Riviera estates tied to people sanctioned by the European Union,
based on publicly available property data, court rulings and previous news reports.
Château de la Croë
The 26,000 square-foot château with a rooftop pool sits isolated at the tip of the Cap
d’Antibes on a 18-acre property and was purchased by Roman Abramovich about two
decades ago. Built in the late 1920s for a newspaper magnate, the Victorian-style
mansion was previously the residence of several crowned heads.
King Edward VIII moved in just after he controversially abdicated in 1937 to marry
American socialite Wallis Simpson. The château was then owned in the 1950s by
billionaire Greek shipping tycoon Aristotle Onassis and later by his lifelong rival,
Stavros Niarchos. A fire destroyed part of the property in the 1970s, and it remained
abandoned for decades until Abramovich swooped in and spent more than 150 million
euros on renovations over the years.
Ownership: Abramovich has never made a secret of owning the château, which is also
confirmed by a legal dispute between him and French tax authorities. Abramovich
declined to comment.
Villa Hier
Russian billionaire Suleiman Kerimov has been linked to the high-end property on
Cap d’Antibes. The mansion includes a tennis court and giant oval outdoor pool,
overlooked by an elongated greenhouse. French authorities have said the property
was acquired for 127 million euros in 2008.
Ownership: Kerimov was charged in 2017 over suspicions that he used figureheads to
acquire several Riviera properties, including Villa Hier; he denied wrongdoing and
the charges were overturned a year later in a major setback for French prosecutors,
who say the case is still ongoing. Kerimov’s French lawyers didn’t reply to a request
for comment.
Villa Altaïr
Commodities tycoon Andrey Melnichenko made quite the splash in 2005 at his
wedding at Villa Altaïr, with live performances by Whitney Houston and Christina
Aguilera, according to Forbes.
The founder and controlling shareholder of EuroChem is listed as the 100%
beneficiary owner of the company that holds the property. Melnichenko is also know
for having two superyachts designed by Philippe Starck. One — the largest sailing
yacht in the world — has been seized by Italian authorities in Trieste, while the other
is currently close to the Seychelles.
Ownership: According to France’s registry of beneficiary owners, Melnichenko is
listed as holding 100% of the shares of the company that was used to buy the property,
though when contacted he said he doesn’t personally own the villa.
La Chabanne and Lusetto
Alexander Ponomarenko acquired these two side-by-side villas in 2008 for 83.5
million euros before undertaking extensive renovation work. A collection of

buildings, the property sits on 4 acres of land with direct sea view. La Chabanne was
kitted out with a new pool and underground parking during the refit that took several
years.
Ownership: Ponomarenko acquired 70% of the property in his own name, but
France's registry of beneficiary owners now lists the mother of his children as holding
95% of the company that owns the real estate. Ponomarenko didn't respond to calls
seeking comment.
Villa Nellcôte
The residence acquired mythical status when the Rolling Stones recorded their
seminal Exile On Main St. album there in the 1970s, long before steel tycoon Victor
Rashnikov set his sights on the plot. The chairman of Magnitogorsk Iron & Steel
Works reportedly acquired the Belle Epoque mansion — located in a town adjacent to
Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat — in 2007 for 83 million euros.
Ownership: Rashnikov is listed as holding 1% of the shares of the company he set up
to buy the property, according to filings; in 2012 he made a donation to his daughter
Olga, who is currently listed as holding 94% of the shares, according to France’s
registry of beneficiary owners. Rashnikov didn’t return calls and messages seeking
comment.
La Petite Ourse
Less frequently cited as a vacationing hot spot for rich Russians, glamorous
Saint-Tropez nevertheless has its fans. Alexey Kuzmichev, one of the founders of Alfa
Group, acquired villa La Petite Ourse, a comparatively more humble dwelling that
still boasts lush grounds and a large a swimming pool. While little is known about the
property, Kuzmichev got in a legal row with his architect when he undertook
renovation works about a decade ago.
Ownership: Kuzmichev is listed as controlling all shares of the company vehicle used
to acquire the real estate, according to France’s registry of beneficiary owners.
Kuzmichev declined to comment.
Vadim Moshkovich’s Mansion
Looking onto Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat from the tip of Nice is the mansion of Vadim
Moshkovich, founder and controlling shareholder of agricultural conglomerate Ros
Agro Plc. It’s unknown when Moshkovich acquired the property.
Ownership: Moshkovich is listed as the 100% beneficiary owner of the company set
up to buy the property. He declined to comment.

Russia's exit from European Space Agency Mars mission gives NASA an
opportunity
Mark R. Whittington (Opinion contributor) - The Hill

M Thiebaut / Associated Press
The European Space Agency (ESA) recently suspended work with Russia on its
upcoming ExoMars mission, according to Space News. Not only has politics provided
yet another delay for the mission to put a European rover on Mars but the decision is
another step in the destruction of Russia's space program in the wake of that country's
invasion of Ukraine.
Russia's space chief Dmitry Rogozin tried to put a brave face on the matter noting,
"Yes, we'll lose several years, but we'll copy our landing module, provide it with an
Angara launch vehicle, and we will carry out this research expedition from the new
launch site of the Vostochny Cosmodrome independently.”
It should be noted that the Angara rocket has been in development since the early
1990s and has been plagued by schedule slippages and funding shortfalls. The
Angara's most recent test ended in failure from a glitch in the rocket's Persei upper
stage.
The Vostochny Cosmodrome is located in the Russian far east and is meant to
eventually replace the current cosmodrome in Baikonur that Russia leases from the
government of Kazakhstan.
ExoMars has had a history of disruption due to political decisions by partners. The
project started with NASA as the primary partner with the ESA. However, as part of
his fiscal year 2013 budget request, then-President Barack Obama terminated the
partnership. Obama, who had previously ended the George W. Bush administration's
Constellation project to send astronauts to the moon and then Mars, claimed that he
wanted to focus on Mars in a 2010 speech at the Kennedy Space Center. His decision
to pull out of the ExoMars project was seen as a slap in the face to America's
European allies. The decision forced the ESA to seek Russian assistance to complete
the project. Ironically, the Russian invasion of Ukraine has left the ExoMars mission
high and dry for a second time.
Despite the sudden change in partners, the first phase of the ExoMars project was
launched in March 2016. It consisted of the Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO), designed to
detect sources of methane in the Martian atmosphere, and the Schiaparelli lander,
meant to test Mars landing technology. The TGO went into Mars orbit successfully.

However, the Schiaparelli, which contained a number of instruments, crashed on the
Martian surface.
The ESA is now in a quandary concerning the next phase of the ExoMars mission. The
Rosalind Franklin rover was supposed to be launched in September 2022 and land on
Mars in June 2023.
Since Russia was supposed to provide a Proton launch vehicle and a lander called
Kazachok to deliver the rover to the Martian surface, the 2022 launch window is now
out of the question. 2024 looks iffy as well.
NASA has an excellent opportunity to step up, offer its services to complete the
ExoMars mission, and rectify the mistake that Obama made. While the ESA may want
to use the upcoming Ariane 6 rocket, NASA has access to several launch vehicles now
via commercial partners like SpaceX's family of Falcon rockets.
The Kazachok lander is already in Europe but since it is based on the failed
Schiaparelli lander, the ESA might want to replace it as well. NASA has been landing
probes on Mars successfully for decades. Something could be worked out, if not in
time for the 2024 launch window, certainly for the 2026 one.
Both ESA and NASA would benefit from such an arrangement. The ESA will have
acquired a more capable partner that is more likely to get the Rosalind Franklin
rover to the Martian surface intact. NASA will buttress its credibility as a good space
partner, something of importance for attracting more European countries to
the Artemis Accords.
Russia, of course, will be the big loser. Its ill-considered invasion of Ukraine has
already made that country an international pariah. The impact on the Russian space
program is beyond evaluation. Already, the One Web satellite constellation, kicked off
of a Russian launcher and has found a new provider in SpaceX.
Russian participation in the International Space Station (ISS) seems to be enduring,
at least for the time being. Indeed, the latest crew of Russian cosmonauts recently
arrived at the ISS wearing yellow and blue flight suits - the colors of the Ukrainian
flag.
They are also the colors of the alma mater of the three cosmonauts, Bauman Moscow
State Technical University. Which was the inspiration for the flight suits is something
for the reader to decide.

