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European air safety group warns unidentified source is disrupting GPS systems
near Russia and Ukraine
Jake Epstein & Taylor Rains - Business Insider

American soldiers sent to the Polish-Ukrainian border in connection with the crisis in
Ukraine stand near radar near arlamow on February 24, 2022. Photo by Maciej
Luczniewski/NurPhoto via Getty Images

The European Union Aviation Safety Agency said GPS systems near Russia and
Ukraine are being impacted by an unidentified source.

Disruptions have occurred in places around the Black Sea, eastern Finland, and the
eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea.

The warning comes as sanctions block parts, maintenance, and support to Russian
airlines.
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A European aviation safety regulator on Thursday issued a warning that an
unidentified source is disrupting GPS systems near Russia and Ukraine.

"In the current context of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the issue of Global
Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) jamming and/or possible spoofing has
intensified in geographical areas surrounding the conflict zone and other areas,” the
European Union Aviation Safety Agency said in a bulletin.
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The EASA said the regions where navigation systems have been impacted are around
the Black Sea and in neighboring states, eastern Finland, and the eastern part of the
Mediterranean Sea — all of which are close to or near Russia's borders.

It's not possible to predict the extent of any disruptions on aircraft, the EASA said, but
it could lead to a loss of waypoint navigation or prevent runway approach.

The warning comes on the heels of Russia seizing hundreds of Western-built

aircraft in response to sanctions by Western leaders that require aircraft leasing
companies to cancel their contracts with Russian airlines.

The lessors have until March 28 to get their planes out of Russia. However, Steve
Giordano, managing director of Nomadic Aviation Group, which specializes in
aircraft repossessions, told Bloomberg the jets may be "gone forever.”

Russian carriers and officials have made repossessing the aircraft difficult, including
airspace closures and a ban on most international flights out of the country.

Because the lessor jets are being kept of out arms reach, the planes could be at risk of
being "cannibalized" by Russian airlines due to Boeing and Airbus stopping the
shipment of spare parts to the nation. Without the supplies, aircraft may not get the
necessary repairs to safely fly.

Moreover, The Wall Street Journal said passengers and airline staff could be at risk
because the plane-makers cannot provide support in the form of maintenance, spare
parts, or updates for the complex machines.

About 310 billion worth of jets is estimated to be stranded in Russia, according to
Ishka, a London-based aviation consultancy company.

The splinternet in pictures: What the internet looks like for Russians right now
Rosie Bradbury - Business Insider

Russian President Viladimir Putin (C) holds an iPhone as his spokesman Dmitry
Peskov (R) looks on prior to a bilateral meeting with Philippines President Rodrigo
Duterte (not pictured) on November 10,2017 in Da Nang, Vietnam. Mikhail
Svetlov/Getty Images
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Facebook, Instagram, the BBC, and many other sites are blocked by the Russian state
and Russian ISPs.

Russians who try and access these sites from Russia without a VPN will run into error
messages.

This is the "splinternet" in action.

Truth, as the saying goes, is the first casualty of war.

Eight days after Russia invaded Ukraine, its communications agency Roskomnadzor
cut off access to foreign news sites including the BBC, Deutsche Welle, and Voice of
America. It also banned Facebook, which chief operating officer Sheryl Sandberg
attributed to the firm's fact-checks of Russian state media posts.

Roskomnadzor went on to ban Instagram for the country's 80 million users, sending
shockwaves across Russia's influencer industry. Russia's Prosecutor General's Office
asked a court to designate Meta, which owns Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram,
as an extremist organization.

This is a real-time example of the so-called "splinternet," said Andrew Sullivan,
president of the Internet Society lobby group.

Russia's bans mark "the splintering of the internet along geographical, political,
commercial, and/or technological boundaries" he said, and are "the antithesis of how
the internet was designed and meant to function."

Russia's internet was not totally free before the invasion. LinkedlIn is banned, and
TikTok was already censored. But state censorship has escalated with the war, as the
Kremlin attempts to hide the fact that the war hasn't so far gone as planned from
Russia's estimated 122 million internet users.

WhatsApp is still working in the country. After YouTube, the messaging service is the
most widely used social media site in the country: over 65% of Russian internet users
are active on the platform monthly, according to data from eMarketer.

To see what the internet looks like for users inside Russia, Insider tracked the DNS
rejections of various Russian ISPs, using the Open Observatory of Network
Interference (OONI) explorer. Insider worked with OONI's researchers as well as
analysts at Topl10VPN who were able to take a look at what the BBC news site looks
like in Russia using the Astrill Virtual Private Network ( VPN).

Russia censors websites in different ways according to OONI, issuing a list of sites to
internet providers to block themselves or throttling services "in a centralized way." In
practice, Russians can circumvent blocks through VPNs, meaning censorship will be
piecemeal.

Here's how Russia's internet will look for those without a VPN:

A Russian user trying to visit Facebook without a VPN might see the below block

page.
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nwéo B «Cbeﬂepaanb!ﬁ CMMCOK 3KCTPEMMUCTCKMX MaTepuanos» Ha

An error message for a Russian IP address attempting to access Facebook Rosie
Bradbury

When Insider visited blocked sites, they mostly displayed the same thing: An
apologetic message explaining the site is inaccessible, and pointing users to various
Russian state block lists and official webpages.

There isn't much else by way of explanation, and no apparent references to the
invasion (which Russia describes as a "special operation.”)

When a Russian device attempts to access Facebook, an error message shows up that
reads: "Access Denied. Access to this page is prohibited, because it was included in
the "Unified Register of Prohibited Sites", containing information, the dissemination
of which is prohibited in the Russian Federation, or in the "Federal List of Extremist
Materials" on the website of the Ministry of Justice.”

(We used Google Translate's machine-learning for translation — so translations may
not be precise.)

Other blocked sites display similar messages.

Instagram is likewise blocked.



anHDCHM CBDH W3BUHEHWA, HO

eneennes® IAHHbIN PECYPC 3ABJIOKUPOBAH

no peweHnuo opraHoe FOC)'J]EPCTBEHHOM BnacTu
EfAWHBIR PEECTP puwuuux MAEH, YRE: '&awnm CTPaHWL CaRTOR B CETH «UHTEPHET» W CETEBLIX AAPETOB, COSPMEILME BHIOPMBLMID,

PECNPOCTPEHEHWE KOTOROA B P
[eAcTEYET HE DCHOBAHWN dENEPansHOND 3aKkona oT 2807 2012 l\ 139 3«0 el W B saKoH "0 3awmTe geted
OT MHPOPMBUMY, MPAYUHARLER BPEJ] WX SACROELK ¥ P 3AROHDY BKTE Pnor witckol Degepauwns,

hegepansHore 3akoHa ot 27 wona 2006 r{ma N‘" 149- (‘DS 06 MrH‘bUpMal Wi, HHPOPMEALIMOHHBIX TEXHOMOMAAK W O 38UMTE KHHOPMELHMs,
MpopepuTe Ha caite POCKOMHALI0RA - 2

PEECTP ADMEHHLIX MMEH, YK 3aTeneﬂ chaHm[cau'n:E B CETH sMHTEPHET? W CETEBLIX AAPecas, N IBaTE CARTHI B
ceTtH «<MHTepHETs, Comen; 0 MCKMOYMTENSHEN NP3,

[ERCTEYET HE OCHOBAHUK dienepanh HD’O 3a mHa or2 wnnﬁ 2013 rona N“ 187-03 o0 BHECEHMM MIMEHEHWA B OTASNEHEIE JAK0HOAATENSHEIE
BKThI POCCHACKOR DEASpALMIK N0 BONPOCENM Ja'J.MTsl IHHTEJ'IHQKUEHI;HB.X NPEE B MHBOPMELIMOHHO-TENEKOMMYHUKALIMOHHEIX CETAXS

Nposeputs HA cafite POCKOMHAQIOPA - hitn rhr

DESIEPANBHEIA CIIMCOK SKETPEMAETERMK MaTEpHaNcE.

OeRcteyeT Ha oCHOBaHWM cTaTem 12 DefepansHoro sakoHa o7 25.07 2002 N? 114-03 «0 npoTHeofeACTENN SKCTPEMUCTOROR BEATENBHOCTHE.
MpoBepuTs Ha caite MMHWCTEPCTEA KDCTWMLIMK Pd htpufminjust rufru/extremist-materials t_rmr_i(y SHCTPEMUC TCKMX MATERMANOS,
CNYEAMKOEAHHOMY MUHKCTERCT BOM OCTIUYWK PoCcHACKoR DEaopaLmK Ha odmumansHom cafte: | Wy minjusL ke fedspisok.

An error page for a Russian user who tries to access Instagram.com. Rosie Bradbury

Instagram is popular in Russia, and influencers there have built up millions of
followers. In the run-up to its block on Monday, Russian influencers posted tearful
videos bidding followers goodbye.

Olga Buzova, with 23.3 million Instagram followers, posted a nearly seven-minute
video on Sunday. "l am not afraid of admitting that I do not want to lose you," she
said in Russian, sobbing.

Buzova and her fellow Instagram users in Russia are now likely to an error page
when they try and access the service. It reads: "We apologize, but THIS RESOURCE
IS LOCKED by decision of state authorities."”

The first paragraph of the body text adds: "A UNIFIED REGISTER of domain names,
Internet site page indexes and network addresses containing information whose
dissemination is prohibited in the Russian Federation.”

The page goes on to direct users to the broadcast regulator Roskomnadzor and the
Ministry of Justice's list of banned websites.

The BBC website is blocked as of March 4.
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An error page for a Russian user who tries to access BBC.com, taken on March 10
using Astrill VPN. Topl0VPN

Russia has a fraught relationship with independent and foreign media,

periodically banning individual journalists and outlets.

Russia has not banned journalists — yet — although it has made reporting conditions
tougher.

As of March 4, it's blocked the BBC news site.

For some users who try to access the BBC, they get an error message back: "Dear
Subscriber! Access to an Internet resource blocked by decision of state authorities.
You can see the reason for blocking in the unified registry.”
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Another error message for users trying to access the BBC's coverage of
Ukraine Rosie Bradbury.

A different block page that appears when Russians attempt to access the BBC reads:
"Access to the information resource is limited on the basis of the Federal Law "On

Information, Information Technologies and Information Protection.”

Independent media such as Current Time TV (Radio Free Europe) is also blocked.
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Error Message for Current Time TV, an independent news service in Russia in
collaboration with Radio Free Europe Rosie Bradbury.

This is the error page some users in Russia will get back when they try to access the
independent Russian news outlet Current Time TV, a partner of Radio Free Europe. It
reads: "Dear subscriber! This resource is blocked."

It continues, "Access to the site is restricted in accordance with Federal Laws No.
114-FZ of July 25, 2002 (On countering extremist activity), No. 436-FZ of December
29, 2010 (On protecting children from information harmful to their health and
development), No. 149- Federal Law of July 27, 2006 (On information, information
technologies and information protection) and Decree of the Government of the
Russian Federation of October 26, 2012 No. 1101."

Users are told to "contact the authorized representatives of Roskomnadzor and the
Ministry of Justice."

The site for independent Russian news site Meduza now displays a 404 error.



404 Not Found

nginx/1.17.10

For many websites in Russia, users will be redirected to a 404 page. Rosie Bradbury.

For a number of other blocked websites, users will just be sent to a error page, rather
than a page to indicate that the website has been blocked because of state censors.
That's the case for many users to try to access Meduza, another Russian-language

independent news site which has been reporting accurately on the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

Demand for VPNs in Russia spiked over 2,000% after the invasion.

|

A VPN logo seen on a smartphone. Omar Marques/SOPA Images/LightRocket via
Getty Images

Like plenty of internet users in China, Russians are circumventing censors with tools
like VPNs and the private Tor browser. Demand for VPNs, which obscure a user's

actual IP address, jumped 2,000% on the eve of the country's Instagram ban,
according to ToplOVPN.
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Metrics firm SensorTower logged a new peak for Russians looking for VPNs on
Monday, at a 2,692% spike in demand for VPNs in the week prior to the Ukraine
invasion.

But secure VPNs can be costly and Russian internet users who aren't tech savvy may
not think to use them, so instead they're facing a growing number of error pages and
a dearth of independent news coverage of the invasion.

1t leaves Russians cut off from multiple means of global communication and
information sharing, and more vulnerable to disinformation about the war
disseminated by the Kremlin.

Incredible Video: Russian Colonel Turns on Putin on Live TV, Begs Forgiveness
for Invasion
Richard Moorhead - The Western Journal
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Lieutenant Colonel Mikhailovich is attacking Putin's bloody and imperialist war.

One Russian military officer begged for forgiveness in a press conference after being
captured by the Ukrainian military. Lieutenant Colonel Astakhov Dmitry
Mikhailovich spoke at a press conference on March 7.

At some point previously, the officer was captured after entering Ukraine. He
identified his unit as a special rapid response element of Russia’s National Guard,
according to the Daily Mail.

Mikhailovich claimed his commanders had falsely told him that Ukraine had come
under a ‘fascist regime”” and that Russian intervention was necessary to free the
country from radical nationalists.


https://www.businessinsider.com/what-happens-social-media-and-news-go-dark-in-russia-2022-3?r=US&IR=T
https://www.westernjournal.com/author/rmoorhead/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=manualpost&ff_content=2022-03-16
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10585541/Ukraine-war-Russian-POW-begs-mercy-invading-forces.html
https://www.westernjournal.com/russia-seizes-kyiv-airport-stunning-airborne-operation-ukraine-counterattacks/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=manualpost&ff_content=2022-03-16
https://cityserve.us/ukrainian-crisis-2/
https://cityserve.us/ukrainian-crisis-2/
https://cityserve.us/ukrainian-crisis-2/

Describing the claims of fascism as “unilateral information,” Mikhailovich admitted
he began to doubt Russian propaganda after two famous Ukrainian boxers he’d long
admired took up arms in defense of the country.

“We brought sorrow to this land ... We will go to jail or whatever we deserve. We're
ready for everything,” said Mikhailovich of his fellow prisoners.

The lieutenant colonel denied that his remarks came under any duress or were
directed by his Ukrainian captors.

“I'll give it to you straight. If someone came to my territory, I would do the same as
these people did,” said Mikhailovich of Ukraine’s defenders. Is this soldier sincere in
his apology?

“And I would be right! They are right now while I have to sit here and offer excuses.”
Mikhailovich urged his peers in the Russian armed force to “be brave” and to go
against their own commanders.

Mikhailovich admitted he felt “shame” for participating in the invasion of Ukraine, a
feeling he says is widespread among the invasion force.

“I cannot find the words to say sorry to Ukrainian people, ” said Mikhailovich,
admitting that he couldn’t object if Ukrainians found themselves incapable of
forgiving him.

“Russia cannot win here,” said the POW of Viadimir Putin’s objectives.

“We can invade the territory, but we cannot invade the people.”” The officer expressed
his fear that the invasion would render Russians outcasts in the world.

“A Russian would be ashamed to confess that he is Russian,” predicted Mikhailovich,
should the Kremlin engage in a lengthy and brutal occupation of Ukraine. Putin has
cited a Russian imperialist claim painting Ukrainians and Russians as one people to
Justify his invasion.

Ukrainians have viewed themselves as a distinct nation from Russia for centuries, and
favor forging new ties with the West and NATO — though Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has admitted his dreams of joining NATO are likely to not come
true — to protect their national independence.

Russia accused of bombing a Ukrainian shelter and kidnapping citizens
Patrick J. McDonnell & Kate Linthicum - Los Angeles Times
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Ukrann seiean takes photo 0 demolished hurh in Mriupol, Ukraine,
after the residential area was hit by Russian shelling. (Evgeniy Maloletka / Associated
Press)

Ukrainian officials on Sunday accused Russia of bombing an art school in the
besieged city of Mariupol where hundreds had taken shelter, as President Volodymyr
Zelensky charged that Moscow’s relentless assault on the city “will go down in
history” as a war crime.

“The terror the occupiers did to the peaceful city will be remembered for centuries to
come,” Zelensky said in his daily address, marking the 25th day since

Russia invaded Ukraine. “And the more Ukrainians tell the world about it, the more
support we find. The more Russia uses terror against Ukraine, the worse the
consequences will be for it.”

At the same time, Mariupol officials accused Russian forces of kidnapping several
thousand local residents and transporting them against their will to “remote cities in
Russia.”

“What the occupiers are doing today is familiar to the older generation, who saw the
horrific events of World War 11, when the Nazis forcibly captured people,” Mariupol
Mayor Vadym Boychenko said in a post on Telegram.

The reports of forced removals could not be independently verified. Russia has not
responded to the allegations, although Russian state media have reported that buses
filled with what they described as refugees have been arriving from Ukraine in recent
days.

Few journalists have been able to enter Mariupol, where fighting has been raging
between Russian forces and Ukrainian defenders and communication lines have
largely been severed.
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The port city of some 400,000 on the Sea of Azov in southeastern Ukraine has become
a vivid symbol of the devastation wrought by the war, with officials reporting that
90% of the city’s buildings have been damaged or destroyed.

Still, even amid reports of widespread destruction in Mariupol, there were growing
signs that Moscow’s apparent hopes for a quick war and rapid Ukrainian
capitulation have faded against unexpectedly fierce resistance and what many call
miscalculations and missteps by Russian military planners.

In a new assessment of the war in Ukraine, the Washington-based Institute for the
Study of War said that Russia’s failures to quickly seize control of Kyiv and other
major cities have created the conditions for a “bloody stalemate that could last for
weeks or months.”

The report also said that the protracted siege on Mariupol, while devastating, “is
costing the Russian military time, initiative, and combat power.”

Russia desperately wants control of Mariupol, which would allow it to link
Russia-backed rebels in eastern Ukraine with its forces in Crimea, annexed by Russia
in 2014.

Early Sunday, the city council of Mariupol accused Russia of bombing Art School
Number 12 in the city’s left-bank district. Sheltering there at the time, the city council
said, were some 400 people, including women and children.
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“It is known that the building was demolished and there are still peaceful people
under the rubble, ” the city council said, without specifying at what hour the attack
took place. Ukrainian authorities provided no immediate word on casualties, or
estimates on how many remained trapped inside the school after the strike.

There was no independent confirmation of the alleged Russian bombing of the school.
Later Sunday, four Russian navy ships opened fire on Mariupol, according to the
Ukrainian Azov Battalion, which is helping to defend the city.
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On Wednesday, Ukrainian authorities said Russia bombed a theater in Mariupol
where more than 1,000 people were taking shelter. Some 130 people were rescued but
hundreds of others were believed to be trapped under the debris, Ukrainian officials
said.

A satellite image shows Mariupol’s Donetsk Régional Theatre of Drama after the
area was hit by Russian airstrikes, according to Ukrainian officials.
(Associated Press)

Four days later, there was no official word on the fate of the people who had taken
refuge at the theater. Intense fighting in the city had hindered rescue efforts, officials
said.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba posted a satellite photo of the ruins of the
site, Mariupol’s Donetsk Regional Theatre of Drama. About two-thirds of the large
modern building was destroyed with only the western facade left standing.
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Both sides in the war have exchanged accusations of atrocities and spreading
misinformation since the Russian invasion began Feb. 24. Russia has denied targeting
civilians and has accused Ukraine of committing “genocide” against residents with
“blood ties” to Russia — an allegation denied by Ukrainian officials.

Images from Mariupol have shown vast scenes of destruction — apartment buildings
charred by shelling, a burned-out shopping center, craters opened by bombs and
artillery shells. Intense fighting was reported this weekend in Mariupol at the giant
Azovstal steel mill, among the largest in Europe.

Despite the dangers, authorities said that thousands of people were being successfully
evacuated from Mariupol. Ukraine and Russia have agreed on a number of
“humanitarian corridors” allowing civilians to flee hard-hit zones near Kyiv,
Mariupol and other battle zones.

There was still no official statement Sunday on casualties from a reported Russian
bombing of a military barracks in Mykolaiv, a major Black Sea port and shipbuilding
center about 300 miles west of Mariupol. Rescuers were using shovels and bare hands
this weekend in search of survivors in the rubble of the barracks following a missile
strike Friday.

Various media organizations have reported dozens of casualties, which would make it
among the deadliest Russian airstrikes to date on a military target.

Peace negotiations to end the conflict have been ongoing, but there was no word on
new progress this weekend as the war raged on for a fourth week amid a steady
stream of refugees and a widening humanitarian crisis. T

he two sides have had several rounds of talks, but the discussions have run aground
amid differences on some key issues, among them Russian demands for Ukrainian
demilitarization, and various Ukrainian demands for security guarantees.

In a video address early Saturday, Zelensky repeated his desire to hold personal
negotiations with Russian President Viadimir Putin.

“It’s time to meet, time to talk,” Zelensky said.

Kremlin officials have not responded to Zelensky’s requests for a summit with Putin.

The war so far has led to at least 847 civilian deaths, according to the United Nations.
But the U.N. says the toll could be much higher since many areas remain inaccessible.
More than 3.3 million people have fled Ukraine since the Russian invasion, the U.N.
says.

On Saturday, the Russian military said it had deployed its Kinzhal, or Dagger,
aviation missile system with hypersonic aero-ballistic missiles — high-speed weapons
that can fly at 10 times the speed of sound and elude missile defense systems — for
what is believed to be the first time since the invasion.

A spokesman for the Russian Defense Ministry, Maj. Gen. Igor Konashenkov, said in
a video posted on state media RIA’s Telegram channel that the missile system was
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used Friday to destroy a large underground warehouse containing weapons and
ammunition in the village of Delyatyn, about 380 miles west of Kyiv.

Putin has boasted of his military’s investment in hypersonic missiles. In December, he
said that Russia was the global leader in such weapons and that it would probably
remain ahead by further advancing its technology before the U.S. caught up.

Slovakia starts deploying Patriot air defence system
Reuters

U.S. long range air defence systems Patriot (R) and British radar Giraffe AMB are
displayed during Toburq Legacy 2017 air defence exercise in the military airfield
near Siauliai, Lithuania, July 20, 2017. REUTERS/Ints Kalnins.

Register now for FREE unlimited access to Reuters.com

PRAGUE, March 20 (Reuters) - The Patriot air defence system has started arriving in
Slovakia from NATO partner countries and the deployment will continue in the
coming days, Slovakia's defence minister said on Sunday.

The system will be operated by German and Dutch troops and will initially be
deployed at the Sliac airport in central Slovakia to help reinforce the defence of
NATO's eastern flank.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has prompted the alliance to bolster its defenses.
The Patriot system will be part of a new NATO battle-group in Slovakia, which
neighbours Ukraine.

"I am happy to confirm that the first units in charge of deploying the Patriot air
defense system are gradually arriving to Slovakia," Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad
said on Facebook.
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Nad said the Patriot system will be a complement and not a replacement of the
Soviet-era S-300 system that Slovakia operates.

Report ad

"Temporarily, the system will be deployed at the Sliac air force base, further
deployment areas are being consulted ... so that the security umbrella covers the
largest possible part of Slovak territory," Nad said.

The minister said last week that Slovakia is willing to give the S-300 to Ukraine if and
when it gets a proper replacement.

He reiterated on Sunday that Slovakia was looking for its own replacement of S-300
due to its age, capabilities and dependence on Russia.

Report ad

Russia has warned against any shipments of advanced air defences to Ukraine and
has warned it may target Western arms supplies.

Russian general killed after Ukrainian forces destroy command post in Kherson
Eileen AJ Connelly - New York Post

Lieutenant-General Andrey Mordvichev, commander of the 8th army of the southern
military district, was killed when Ukrainian armed forces destroyed a command post
at an airfield in Kherson, a port city in southern Ukraine, officials said.

Destroyed Russian armored vehicles in the city of Bucha, west of Kyiv, on March 4,
2022.

Another Russian general has been killed in Ukraine, the country’s military claimed
Saturday, the fifth senior leader to fall since the invasion began 23 days ago.

Lieutenant-General Andrey Mordvichev, commander of the 8th army of the southern
military district, was killed when Ukrainian armed forces destroyed a command post
at an airfield in Kherson, a port city in southern Ukraine, officials said.
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His death came as thousands of civilians attempted to flee another port city,
Mariupol, which has been under bombardment for weeks, and as Ukraine’s president
said Russia is trying to starve his country’s cities into submission.

Continuing the invasion would exact a toll on Russia for “several generations,”
President Volodymyr Zelensky said in a video posted overnight.

The comments were in part a response to a huge rally Russian President Viadimir
Putin held Friday in Moscow. Though ostensibly held to support Russia’s forces,
reports said many among the tens of thousands who packed the Luzhini Stadium said
they were “forced” to attend.

Zelensky in the video accused the Kremlin of deliberately creating “a humanitarian
catastrophe” and appealed again for Putin to meet with him to prevent more

bloodshed.

Russian forces were blockading the largest cities with the goal of creating such
miserable conditions that Ukrainians will surrender, Zelensky said. But he warned
that Russia would pay the ultimate price.

“The time has come to restore territorial integrity and justice for Ukraine. Otherwise,
Russia’s costs will be so high that you will not be able to rise again for several
generations,” he said.

Zelensky pointed to the 200,000 people reportedly at the Moscow rally as roughly the
same number of Russian troops taking part in the invasion.

“Picture for yourself that in that stadium in Moscow there are 14,000 dead bodies
and tens of thousands more injured and maimed,” Zelensky said in the video shot
outside the presidential office in the capital, Kyiv. “Those are the Russian costs
throughout the invasion.”

Ukrainian and Russian officials agreed to establish 10 humanitarian corridors for
bringing aid in and residents out — one from Mariupol, and several around Kyiv and
in the eastern Luhansk region, Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk
said Saturday.

She also announced plans to deliver humanitarian aid to Kherson, which was seized
by Russian forces.

Vladimir Medinsky, who has led Russian negotiators in several rounds of talks with
Ukraine, said the two sides are closer to agreement on the issue of Ukraine dropping
its bid to join NATO and adopting a neutral status.

In remarks carried by Russian media, he said the sides are now “halfway” on issues
regarding the demilitarization of Ukraine.

But Mikhailo Podolyak, an adviser to Zelenskyy, said that assessment was intended
“to provoke tension in the media.” He tweeted: “Our positions are unchanged.
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Ceasefire, withdrawal of troops & strong security guarantees with concrete formulas.”
Another tweet from Podolyak admonished those pontificating about the negotiations.

“I would like to softly recommend the ‘active commentators of the negotiation process’
who are NOT inside,” he said. “Don’t spread your lies in a country that is at war.
Negotiations are complicated. The positions of the parties are different. For us,
fundamental issues are inviolable.”

Fighting continued on multiple fronts across the country Saturday.
Early morning barrages hit Kyiv neighborhoods, killing at least one and wounding
19.

Maj. Gen. Oleksandr Pavlyuk, who is leading the defense of the region around
Ukraine’s capital, said his forces are well-positioned to defend the city and vowed.:
“We will never give up. We will fight until the end. To the last breath and to the last
bullet.”

The governor of the Zaporizhzhia region in east-central Ukraine, Oleksandr Starukh,
announced a 38-hour curfew in the southeastern city of the same name after two
missile strikes on its suburbs killed nine people Friday.

In the besieged port city of Mariupol, the site of some of the war’s greatest suffering,
street fighting was stopping rescuers from reaching hundreds of survivors trapped
beneath a shelled theatre, Mariupol’s mayor told the BBC.

Mayor Vadym Boychenko said Ukrainian forces are “doing everything they can’ to
hold their positions, but that “‘forces of the enemy are larger than ours”.

Ukrainian and Russian forces battled over the Azovstal steel plant, one of the biggest
in Europe, Vadym Denysenko, adviser to Ukraine’s interior minister, said Saturday.

Photos posted on social media showed the plant was destroyed after multiple days of
shelling. “Civilians were hiding in bomb shelters of the plant, their destiny is
unknown,” a report from Toronto Television said.

“I can say that we have lost this economic giant,” Vadym Denysenko, adviser to
Ukraine’s interior minister, said Saturday in televised remarks. “In fact, one of the
largest metallurgical plants in Europe is actually being destroyed.”

U. S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, during a Saturday visit to NATO ally Bulgaria,
condemned Russia’s invasion as “reckless and ruthless.” He said the U.S. has not yet
seen Russia mobilize additional forces to compensate for its significant battlefield
losses.

“Because of the fact that they ve stalled on a number of fronts there, it makes sense
that [Putin] would want to increase his capabilities going forward,” Austin said.
“Weve just not seen that yet.”
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