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Germany to buy US-made F-35s to replace ageing bombers
Associated Press (AP)

Associated Press

BERLIN (AP) — Germany said Monday that it will replace some of its ageing
Tornado bomber jets with U.S.-made F-35A Lightning II aircraft capable of carrying
nuclear weapons.

Announcing the decision, Defense Minister Christine Lambrecht said Germany also
will upgrade its Eurofighter Typhoon fighter jets for electronic warfare — a
capability that's also currently fulfilled by the Tornado jets. The Eurofighter will be
replaced from 2040 with the Future Combat Air System, or FCAS, that's being jointly
developed with France and Spain, she said.

Germany's air force commander, Ingo Gerhartz, said the current war in Ukraine
made it necessary to choose Lockheed Martin's F-35s. Previously, the government
had considered replacing the Luftwaffe's Tornados with a mix of different U.S. and
European-made aircraft.
“There can be only one answer to (Russian President Vladimir) Putin's aggression,”
said Gerhartz. “Unity in NATO and a credible deterrent. This in particular means
there is no alternative but to choose the F-35.”

The German military does not have nuclear weapons of its own, but as part of the
system of nuclear deterrence developed during the Cold War it maintained bombers
capable of carrying U.S. atomic bombs, some of which are stationed in Germany.

The opposition Left Party criticized the decision to purchase almost three dozen F-35s
for Germany's military.

“We reject arming the Bundeswehr with new, nuclear-capable combat jets,” said Ali
Al-Dailami, the party's deputy defense spokesman. He warned that equipping German
pilots to drop U.S. atomic bombs could “fuel the risk of nuclear war in Europe.”



'Everything we can': Polish border city throws its doors open to desperate
Ukrainians fleeing war.
Kim Hjelmgaard, Katelyn Ferral & Jessica Koscielniak - USA TODAY

CHELM, Poland – According to Jewish folklore, this hardscrabble town 15 miles
from the Ukraine border was created after God entrusted an angel with a sack full of
unwise souls. The angel tripped, and they all tumbled out in one place: Chelm.

True or not, the convoys of buses and trains that steadily arrive with refugees from
war-torn Ukraine prove that Chelm is anything but a place full of fools.

"It's amazing, it's just amazing," beams Olea Khomenok, 37, from Lutsk, in Ukraine's
northwest, as she describes how her son was welcomed in a Chelm school on his
eighth birthday with more toys, sweets and companionship than he knew what to do
with.

Khomenok, an assistant dean at a university before the war, arrived here several days
after Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24. She straightaway volunteered as a
translator for the hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians following in her footsteps,
crossing into Poland and farther into the European Union via Chelm, which sits on
the banks of the Ochrza River near Lublin.

At least 2.8 million Ukrainians have fled the country since Russia invaded on Feb. 24,
according to the United Nations' refugee agency. More than 1.7 million have
crossed into Poland, streaming into border towns like Chelm to a fulsome welcome
that includes everything from hot meals to warm beds.

In Poland's largest cities, local officials are pleading for international help to deal
with the refugee crisis, warning that resources are stretched too thin. It's not clear
when Chelm will reach a tipping point, but for now at least, the town's residents have
been overwhelmingly generous in their response, with hotels transformed into refugee
havens and cell phone stores turned into free charging stations.

Khomenok's son is the only Ukrainian speaker in his new, temporary class. He's been
consumed by dark thoughts about what might happen to his country and his father,
who like all Ukrainian men ages 18 to 60 was ordered by Ukraine's government to
stay behind to help with the war effort.

"He's destroyed inside,” Khomenok says of her son. "But today, I saw a smile.”

Residents in small Polish border town welcome thousands of fleeing Ukrainian
refugees.
A train station filled with anxious refugees, caring volunteers.

On March 8, a train from Lviv, in western Ukraine, pulls into Chelm station at 10:44
a.m. As the carriages creep along the platform, several hundred different stories and
circumstances of escape, disquiet and confusion eagerly prepare to disembark.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2022/03/14/ukraine-russia-invasion-live-updates/7031496001/
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https://www.unhcr.org/ua/en


Children press their hands against the train's windows or stand on seats to get a
better look at what awaits them in Poland and beyond. Mothers gather up small bags
and backpacks, stick woolen hats on teenagers and gently rock crying babies.

Everyone keeps one watchful eye on elderly relatives, particularly vulnerable to the
hardships of forced displacement because of physical decline, limited foreign
language skills and little experience of life on the move compared with younger
generations.

"Everyone needs to help in a situation like this. It's what makes a good person,” says
Andrzej Wencka, managing a group of trainee firefighters at Chelm station. They
prepare to offload everything from prams to plastic bags filled with potato chips,
socks and toothpaste.
"It's really hard to see the old people disoriented and not knowing what's happening,”
he says.

About an hour later, the train's automatic doors open for the first few carriages, and
Wencka and his team, along with a few police officers, escort passengers to an
adjacent makeshift border control office.

Among them are Svetlana Komarnytska, 35, her son, Maksym, 12, and their tiny dog.
They traveled 12 hours from Kyiv, then waited 11 hours in Lviv before a final
five-hour ride brought them to Chelm.

Komarnytska is trying to get to Spain. She has no idea how they'll get there or
whether Spanish authorities will let them into the country – or permit them to remain.
In Kyiv, Komarnytska worked in a hair salon. Her son is shy about speaking English.
After a few minutes, he says he likes swimming.

"We want to go to a safe country,” his mother says before being swallowed up by a
passport line.

Inside the station, chairs line the walls, cardboard boxes stuffed with food and toys
are collected in corners, volunteers hand out hot drinks, bowls of soup and
sandwiches.

Volunteer paramedics and nurses from France and Germany, who came to this small
Polish city after seeing photos on the news about the flood of refugees, staff a
temporary medical stand. Boxes of aspirin, ibuprofen and bandages are neatly
stacked on a long table. A storage closet behind it was turned into a private
examination room with two cots.

"The people coming off these trains have all kinds of health problems,” says Mikael
Netivi, a volunteer medic from Heidelberg in southwestern Germany. "Cardiac
problems, dehydration, they haven't eaten enough, elderly people who have fallen.”
Netivi says he and another German medic treated 300 of about 9,000 people who
passed through Chelm station the previous night.



Outside the train station, it’s cold. Vans, coach buses and cars line up for passengers.
Families wait in groups, clutching cardboard coffee cups and talking on their phones.
People hold signs with the names of those they’re expecting.

A busy mayor and welcoming businesses
A mile down the road, Jakub Banaszek, Chelm’s mayor, flits between meetings and
calls, coordinating his city’s response to the refugees. The 30-year-old leader, one of
the youngest in Poland, rushes through the hallway of his office building near the
center of town flanked by two assistants handing him notes.

He is ushered out of one room and into another for meetings about the refugee
situation. The receptionist takes one call after another as the phone continually rings.
“We’re trying to do everything we can,” he says in an interview with USA TODAY in
his office. “But without coordination, our help won’t be effective.”

That requires a lot of communication about how to best receive the thousands of
refugees who pass daily through Chelm, how to feed, shelter and refer them to
housing or transportation to other cities.

Banaszek talks with city leaders throughout Poland and in other small towns along
the Ukrainian border each day, he says. The town is staying on top of it, but it’s a
difficult situation for both the residents and the refugees. The town has a population
of 64,000 people and more than 3,000 places for refugees to sleep, Banaszek says,
including hotels, shelters, apartments and private homes.

The majority of Chelm residents help in some way, whether it is making food,
donating supplies or giving money. One property owner who rents apartments on
Airbnb says he reserved all his properties for refugees, turning away tourists or other
visitors.

Utility companies cover electricity and water for refugee residences. Cellphone
stores in Chelm offer free power banks for charging devices, along with Polish SIM
cards with free data and calling minutes.

"I am not sure how long we can, as a business, keep doing this, but we want to help,”
says Alicja Brzozowska, the owner of Hotel Duet, which has given all 45 of its rooms
to refugees for free. Brzozowska feeds them and made her hotel a collection center for
donations. One back room is filled with diapers.

Brzozowska and the hotel's manager, Agata Holub Vel Golab, whose idea it was to
house the refugees free of charge, wear stickers on their shirts with the blue and
yellow colors of Ukraine's flag in the shape of an angel. They say they can keep going
until the beginning of April, when the hotel is booked for wedding season.

"The food here has been so delicious,” says Ann Belichenko, 16, the sole English
speaker in her family, as she sits at a table in the hotel's restaurant with her mother,
aunt and 3-month-old cousin.

Belichenko's voice trembles as she recounts their escape from near the eastern city of
Kharkiv. When tanks rolled into their village, there wasn't enough time to say



goodbye to her grandmother. The uncle who drove them to the border – the father of
the baby, Veronika – was crying when he dropped them off because he wasn't sure if
he'd ever see them again. Belichenko says they crack jokes to keep their spirits up.

"Books and sci-fi movies – these are my big loves,” she says. "I want to finish reading
Harry Potter. I have read only the first three books.”

A pastor offers hot meals and a place to sleep
Not far from the town’s center, Chelm Baptist Church is a bustling hub for
Ukrainians looking for a hot meal, a place to sleep and to figure out their next steps.
Buses come and go throughout the day, some dropping refugees off, others loading
them up to head to other European countries.

One man from Latvia has been making trips back and forth for more than a week,
bringing supplies from home to Chelm, emptying his van and filling it back up with
people to transport to new homes in the Baltic country.

The church, which has about 150 members and is part of a nationwide network of
churches with 6,000 members in 100 congregations throughout Poland, turned its
sanctuary, pulpit and balcony into a large sleeping room. More than 200 cots in
tidy rows fill the room, each neatly made with brightly colored blankets and pillows.

“We want to give them bed, food and the rest and the hope,” says Henrik
Skrzypkowski, Chelm Baptist’s animated pastor. “Hope because we try to find and
send them to safe places in our country or another European country.”

Skrzypkowski opened the church's doors after seeing the war begin in Ukraine on TV
while on a skiing vacation. He returned to Chelm early, knowing it would probably be
an entry point for Ukrainians coming to the country by train.

The leaders of Poland’s two largest cities, Warsaw and Krakow, said Friday that they
cannot take in Ukrainian refugees much longer.

In statements on Twitter and Facebook, the mayors of both cities said the surge of
people – 300,000 to Warsaw and 100,000 to Krakow over the past two weeks
– stressed their resources and infrastructure.

They asked the European Union to help and said they are looking to send newly
arriving refugees to smaller Polish cities.

Poland's immense welcome of hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians trudging though
freezing temperatures to reach its territory is a dramatic reversal from how the
country's government reacted to Europe's refugee crisis in 2016, when it largely
refused entry to Syrians and other people fleeting conflicts in the Middle East.

Over the past decade, Poland's government has lurched to the right as President
Andrzej Duda tightened the government's grip on state institutions, including the
judiciary and media, and supported socially conservative, Catholic Church-friendly
policies such as making it illegal to get an abortion in most circumstances.

https://twitter.com/trzaskowski_/status/1502301504769867777?s=20&t=GM1UYfgq_9I6TZB2mCUr6Q
https://www.facebook.com/jacek.majchrowski


"Now because there is a war on our border and Polish people feel more close
culturally to Ukrainians, there is more acceptance of these refugees," says Mateusz
Klinowksi, the former mayor of a town near Krakow and a law professor who has
lobbied for years for Poland to take in more asylum seekers. He says "Islamophobia”
informs Poland's policies on the issue.

'Dreaming about the end of the war'
Skrzypkowski's church is filled by refugees. He says Poles have been inspired to help
with this crisis because they remember what it is like to be invaded, as they were by
the Germans in World War II, despite the fact that Poles and Ukrainians fought each
other during the second half of the war.

The war has taken so much from Ukrainians – homes, jobs, lives – but it hasn't been
able to stamp out the normal giggles and playful shrieks from children in
Skrzypkowski's church.

The play area feels like a normal day care. There is a large carpet, tables and
crayons for coloring. Mothers sit on couches and watch their kids zoom around and
burn off pent-up energy. A 4-year-old in a felt dinosaur suit wanders in and out and
around a bunch of 8-year-olds sweatily playing tag and throwing a ball around.

"The Russians are attacking us, and houses are collapsing,” says Eva Terasenko, 8,
taking a break from drawing on a plastic My Little Pony doll to talk with USA
TODAY.

On the wall behind her, drawings by refugee children who passed through the church
tell the story in crayon: The Polish and Ukrainian flags sit side-by-side in idealized
skies or on desert islands. In one, stick figures march toward a horizon filled with
swirling dark clouds. "Boom, fire, beyond" is written on another.

"I am always dreaming about the end of the war and everything will be OK like it was
before,” Terasenko says.

Netherlands, Australia launch new case against Russia over MH17
Al Jazeera

The Netherlands and Australia have initiated a new legal proceeding against Russia
for the downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 eight years ago as it flew over
eastern Ukraine.

The Netherlands and Australia announced on Monday they are taking Russia before
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), a UN agency.

MH17 was shot down by a Buk anti-aircraft missile over eastern Ukraine’s rebel-held
territory in July 2014. All 298 people on board were killed, most of them from the
Netherlands. Also among the dead were 38 residents and citizens of Australia.

According to international investigations, the Buk missile came from Russia. Moscow
has repeatedly denied any involvement.



The Dutch government says the ICAO should make its own determination that Russia
is responsible – and therefore liable. Such a finding would open the way to claims for
damages.

Al Jazeera INTERACTIVE- Ukraine Russia downing of flight MH17

“We know that MH17 was shot out of the air with a Buk from the Russian army,”
Dutch foreign minister Wopke Hoekstra told the ANP news agency.

Specifically, the Netherlands said, Russia “violated the Chicago Treaty on safe civil
air transport guarantees by unlawfully using a weapon against a civilian aircraft”.

The Dutch government said the initiation of the proceeding has nothing to do with the
current Ukraine war and that the step was taken after long preparation. Hoekstra
stressed that the Dutch government would continue to do all it can to hold Russia
responsible.

“The deaths of 298 civilians, including 196 Dutch citizens, cannot remain without
consequences,” he said. “The current events in Ukraine underscore the crucial
importance of that.”

The Australian government said in a statement that “Russia’s unprovoked and
unjustified invasion of Ukraine and the escalation of its aggression underscores the



need to continue our enduring efforts to hold Russia to account for its blatant
violation of international law and the UN Charter, including threats to Ukraine’s
sovereignty and airspace”.

Previous cases
So far, two cases are under way in connection with the MH17 disaster.
A criminal court near Amsterdam is conducting a trial against four Russian-backed
separatists from the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic accused of the
murder of 298 people. None of the defendants – three Russians and a Ukrainian – is
present.

The Netherlands also filed a case against Russia before the European Court of
Human Rights.

Al Jazeera Ukrainian emergency workers carry a victim’s body in a body bag as
pro-Russian fighters stand guard at the crash site of MH17 near the village of

Hrabove, eastern Ukraine [File: Evgeniy Maloletka/AP]

Technology is Not Neutral. The Russian Invasion of Ukraine Made That Clear |
Opinion
Courtney Radsch - Newsweek

After years of equivocating on the sidelines as social media platforms were used to
propagate Russian propaganda and cultivate audiences for its media mouthpieces,
they finally took steps to staunch the firehose of disinformation.

But why did it take the invasion of a democratic European country to finally see
meaningful action from billion-dollar companies like Meta/Facebook, Google, TikTok,
Twitter and Microsoft?

Many laud the decision by social media platforms to deny Russian state media and
officials the use of their platforms as punishment for Russia's illegal war with its
democratic neighbor, yet they could and should do more.

https://techpolicy.press/tech-firms-caught-in-the-middle-of-russias-war-on-ukraine/


We've known for years that information warfare is an explicit part of Russia's military
doctrine, yet its state media channels amassed millions of followers on
YouTube, Facebook and other social media channels.

Information warfare is a central element of Russia's offensive, which is why it
launched a deadly rocket attack on a Kyiv TV tower and cyber-attacks
against media and government websites in Ukraine.

Moscow has censored local independent news outlets, limited access to Facebook and
Twitter and is trying to coerce global tech firms into complying with its sovereign
internet law, which would require them to localize data and staff in the country.

The Russian body responsible for censorship, Roskomnadzor, sent a demand to
Wikipedia to remove a page about the invasion and warned Facebook to stop
fact-checking, even as it has clamped down on independent media inside Russia.

The domestic censorship in Russia is one reason why the request by Ukraine to shut
down the Russia country-level domain name system is dangerous and misplaced. It
would risk further isolating independent media and civil society in the country
and lead to further fragmentation of the internet.

It is not the free and open internet that is responsible for enabling Russian
President Vladimir Putin's information operations but the tech platform companies
themselves that have allowed his propaganda to flourish even as he has censored free
expression in his own country.

Yet Russian state media and government accounts are still allowed to have accounts
on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube (though they've restricted access to them in
Europe and Ukraine), meaning they continue to battle for global public opinion.

Given that these same social media companies deplatformed former President Donald
Trump following the Jan. 6 insurrection, it's ironic that RT, Sputnik and other Russian
state accounts remain on these platforms despite the country's invasion of a
democratic country.

And the fact that Facebook, Google and Twitter demonetized these accounts begs the
question why they were allowed to earn millions of dollars in the first place.

https://ccdcoe.org/uploads/2020/05/CyCon_2020_8_Lilly_Cheravitch.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/facebook
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And RT and Sputnik are only the most visible part of Moscow's vast propaganda
machine, as the graphic below illustrates.

Photo Courtesy of MIBURO Russia's disinformation and propaganda ecosystem.

The world's most ubiquitous platforms have not used an available and powerful
database to disrupt terrorism, to remove content glorifying and promoting what
Ukrainian leaders are calling Russia's state-sponsored terrorism.

The Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism (GIFCT) is an industry-led body
that coordinates removal of terrorist and violent extremist content across the internet.
It oversees a shared database of digital fingerprints corresponding to visual content
removed by a member company that can be used by other members to identify and
remove the same content on their platforms.

The database is only to be used to flag terrorist or violent extremist content, but the
GIFCT could decide to include state-sponsored terrorism (especially if it's affiliated
government members pressured them to do so) or even disinformation.

The fact that these tech companies are once again winging it as they respond to a
massive geopolitical crisis (think Afghanistan and the takeover by the Taliban last
year), they must proactively and urgently consider how their policies allow
authoritarian leaders in non-European countries to profit from the openness of their
platforms.

While some Western media coverage of the conflict in Ukraine has revealed the
"ignorance, arrogance and racism" of the media, the fact that several of these
billion-dollar platforms have exacerbated conflict around the world and repeatedly
failed to stave the growing scourge of state-sponsored information operations is
illustrative of the same bias and injustice.
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Facebook, with 90 percent of its users outside of North America, has only devoted
a fraction of its time to labeling and removing disinformation outside of the United
States.

Why are leaders in Russia, Iran, China and Saudi Arabia (to name but a few of the
worst offenders) allowed to use American social media platforms to propagandize
when they block many of those same platforms in their own countries?

It is way past time for social media companies to ban world leaders who engage in
information warfare, censorship and propagandize from state media mouthpieces on
their platforms.

(Courtney Radsch is senior fellow at the Centre for International Governance
Innovation (CIGI) and a fellow at UCLA Institute for Technology, Law & Policy. She
is the U.S. adviser for ARTICLE19 and the author of Cyberactivism and Citizen
Journalism: Digital Dissidence and Political Change.)

The views expressed in this article are the writer's own.

White House sent National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan to meet a top Chinese
official after warning of 'consequences' if China helps Russia evade sanctions
Bill Bostock (wbostock@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

REUTERS/Leah Millis White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan in
Washington, DC, on February 11, 2022.

The White House sent Jake Sullivan to meet a top Chinese official in Rome on
Monday. Sullivan said Sunday that China will face "consequences" if it helps Russia
evade sanctions.

Russia asked China to provide military and economic support since invading Ukraine,
per reports.

The White House sent National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan to meet a top Chinese
official to discuss the Ukraine crisis, after warning there would be "consequences" if
China helps Russia evade sanctions.
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Sullivan and Yang Jiechi, China's top diplomat, are meeting in Rome on Monday to
"discuss the impact of Russia's war against Ukraine on regional and global
security,” the White House said Sunday.

The trip followed multiple reports over the weekend that Russia has asked China for
economic support and military equipment to help it bolster its invasion of Ukraine.
Speaking to CNN on Sunday, Sullivan said the US told China there "will absolutely be
consequences” if it tries to help Russia evade Western sanctions.

National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan to meet with Chinese counterpart after Russia
requested economic support from Beijing.

Following the invasion of Ukraine, the US, UK, and EU froze Russian assets and
foreign reserves, and targeted banks and individuals they said are linked to President
Vladimir Putin.

Sullivan said the US would not allow "a lifeline to Russia from these economic
sanctions from any country, anywhere in the world.”

Both China and Kremlin press secretary Dmitry Peskov denied that Russia asked for
assistance.
"The allegations on the matter disseminated by the US are false information,”
Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said Monday, according to the
state-run TASS Russian news agency.

Though China and Russia have grown closer in recent years, China is chosing to sit
on the fence rather than condemn the invasion of Ukraine.
However, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang said Friday that "the current situation there is
grave, and China is deeply concerned and grieved.”

Random People Start Seizing Properties Belonging to Russian Oligarchs and
Putin’s Daughter
Barbie Latza Nadeau - Daily Beast

The Daily Beast
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As Vladimir Putin continues his senseless onslaught on Ukraine, his opponents
continue to chip away at the fortunes he, his family and his cronies have amassed.

Activists have grown restless waiting for the authorities to seize some of their assets
and have taken the matter into their own hands in London and the south of France.

Pierre Afner, who has been documenting Russian riches in the French resort enclave
of Biarritz for years, was arrested on Monday for breaking into the lavish seaside
Alta Mira villa belonging to Putin’s daughter Katerina Tikhonova.

There he found documents including copies of Russian passports belonging to
Tikhonova and her wealthy ex-husband Kirill Shamalov, son of Nikolai Shamalov,
one of Putin’s oldest and dearest friends—both sanctioned by the U.S. since 2018.

Afner also found a vast array of bizarre decorations, including fake songbirds in a
gilded cage and rare art, in addition to books in Russian. He posted the treasure trove
on his Facebook page just hours before police took him into custody Monday
morning.
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=5033256740065431&set=pcb.503326021339
8417

A small group of squatters also broke into a six-story London mansion belonging to
the family of Oleg Deripaska on Monday and hung a Ukrainian flag and banners
declaring, “The property has been liberated” and “Putin go fuck yourself.”

The property, which is said to be worth around $65 million, is located in Belgrave
Square, one of the most luxurious addresses in Central London. Deripaska was
sanctioned by the British government last week for ties to Putin.

The protesters who occupied the property said they were from a group called No
Fixed Abode Anti-Fascists and said they wanted to open the opulent property up to
people fleeing the war in Ukraine.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=5033256740065431&set=pcb.5033260213398417
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Russia offers humanitarian corridors from five Ukraine cities -reports
In France, Afner also said he intended to open the villa to Ukrainian refugees.

Neither the Alta Mara, estimated to be valued at around $3.7 million, nor three other
villas along the coast associated with Putin, including one belonging to his ex-wife,
have been sequestered by French authorities.

Though Putin has never confirmed that Tikhonova is his offspring, the 34-year-old is
the daughter of his ex-wife Lyudmila Aleksandrovna Ocheretnaya who he divorced in
2014 after nearly 30 years of marriage. It is an open secret that she is Putin’s child.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/putin-daughter-russia-secret/2021/06/05/a5524c98-c2eb-11eb-89a4-b7ae22aa193e_story.html


Tikhonova, who is the director of the National Intellectual Development Foundation,
made several appearances at Russian-led business conferences over the last several
years. She was also among the first to take the Russian vaccine against COVID-19.

Afner, who also posted video from terrace overlooking the sea where he planted a
Ukrainian flag, was arrested with the Ukrainian activist Sergei “Troyan” Saveliev,
who was also photographed inside the Putin-tied estate.

Supporters called for their release, posting on social media, “The police should
protect the people, not the oligarchs. Sergei, Pierre and other activists did not steal
the villa, they did not take a single item, they tried to equip and prepare the
Putin-Shamalov villa for receiving refugees,” activist Vladimir Osechkin posted on
Facebook.

Biarritz is one of a number of European sea resorts, including the Italian island of
Sardinia and the island nation of Malta, that have wilfully sought to attract wealthy
Russian investors in recent years. A number of their super yachts and villas have been
seized since the start of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

On Sunday, British housing minister Michael Gove said he supported the idea that
Russian property seized as part of sanctions be used to house refugees. “I want to
explore an option which would allow us to use the homes and properties of
sanctioned individuals for as long as they are sanctioned for humanitarian and other
purposes,” Gove told BBC Sunday.

“There is quite a high legal bar to cross and we’re not talking about permanent
confiscation but we are saying, ‘you’re sanctioned, you’re supporting Putin, this
home is here, you have no right to use or profit from it’ and... if we can use it in order
to help others let’s do that.”

https://www.facebook.com/vladimir.osechkin
https://www.facebook.com/vladimir.osechkin


As Corporations Pull Out of Russia, Koch Industries Pushes On
Katherine Fung - Newsweek

Stringer/Daniel Boczarski

Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine, at least 375 international corporations have
suspended their operations in Russia. However, some companies, including
Kansas-based conglomerate Koch Industries, have not indicated any plans to
withdraw their business operations from the country.

Koch Industries, which is run by American billionaire Charles Koch, has three
subsidiaries that operate in Russia: Molex, Guardian Industries and Koch
Engineering Solutions.

The subsidiaries have not publicly disclosed plans to pull out of Russia and
statements that have been made suggest their operations are ongoing. Koch
Industries' continuing business in Eastern Europe was first reported by Popular
Information's Judd Legum on Monday morning.

In recent weeks, large corporations from McDonald's to Disney have all left Russia in
response to the invasion of Ukraine. Some companies like Accenture, KPMG and
PwC have announced they would leave Russia completely.

Yale School of Management's Jeffrey Sonnenfeld, who has kept a running list of
which companies have halted operations and which continue, said these mounting
pressures on Russian President Vladimir Putin have already worked to slow the
country's economy, "if not bring it to a complete standstill.”
Well, that is a real tough question at this point because we don't

"A lot of times, business leaders are not just problem-solvers, but they're always
looking for that third solution, that a middle ground, that they're somehow we have
issues that are black and white, we're going to wrestle with the gray," Sonnenfeld
told PBS on Friday.

https://popular.info/p/koch-industries-continues-doing-business?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxOTE2MzI1NywicG9zdF9pZCI6NTAyNjg2MDksIl8iOiJjbWMvWSIsImlhdCI6MTY0NzI2MjQzMSwiZXhwIjoxNjQ3MjY2MDMxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMTY2NCIsInN1YiI6InBvc3QtcmVhY3Rpb24ifQ.Hv7sP_ZqaiAg0o5gJiK8dXrkYDtgQSQhf_b55Bvt99M&s=r
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"There's no middle ground here. You have a vicious villain, and you have these
innocent victims. And that sort of upsets the mindset of a lot of business leaders to get
there, but they're getting there quickly," he added.

Earlier this month, Koch's donations to D.C. think-tank Atlantic Council came under
scrutiny after staffers spoke out about an article published by two senior experts that
argued the U.S. should not focus on human rights in the dealings with Russia—a
stance some staffers told Politico is influenced by Koch's money.

"The Koch industry operates as a Trojan horse operation trying to destroy good
institutions and they have pretty much the same views as the Russians," one of the
staffers who signed a statement distancing themselves from the article told Politico.

Dan Caldwell, the vice president of foreign policy for Koch's philanthropic
organization Stand Together, has also said he wants to see less American intervention
abroad.

"I am extremely concerned that some of these policies being pushed from
policymakers on both sides of the aisle will put us on a path toward a conflict with a
nuclear-armed Russia," Caldwell told the New York Times last week.

National polling shows that the majority of Americans want to see large corporations
take a harder stance against Russia as the conflict continues to intensify in Ukraine.
A Morning Consult poll from earlier this month found that 75 percent of Americans
support companies cutting ties with Russia and stopping business dealings there.

However, the statements that have been made by Koch Industries' subsidiaries
suggest that they are not being swayed by public opinion and that their business
activities have continued in Russia .

In a March 4 statement made to USGlass Magazine, a spokesperson for Guardian
Industries said that the industrial glass manufacturer "continues to closely monitor
the tumultuous events in Eastern Europe, supporting our employees who are
affected.”

The company has two production plants in Russia—one southeast of Moscow and
another near the border of Ukraine.

Likewise, Koch Industries' Molex, an electronic components manufacturer—which
doesn't operate production or distribution centers in Russia but offers its products
through a third-party network—said it is "monitoring the ongoing developments in
Eastern Europe” and described the situation as "fluid” in its latest March 1 letter.

"We will continue to monitor the situation and will keep you advised of any changes
or potential risks,” Molex wrote to its customers.

Koch-Glitsch, an affiliate of Koch Engineering Solutions that has a sales office in
Moscow, has not publicly commented on the ongoing war in Ukraine at all. There are
10 Koch-Glitsch offices located in Europe.

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/03/11/atlantic-council-russia-us-policy-475297
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/09/us/politics/republicans-ukraine.html
https://www.molex.com/ukraine-letter-20220301.pdf


Koch Industries isn't the only company that has remained in Russia.

Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan and Deutsche Bank have cited client relationships for
ongoing dealings, while companies like Burger King and Marriott point to legal
agreements that prevent them from severing ties in Russia.

Newsweek reached out to Koch Industries for comment but did not hear back before
publication.

Russian officials warned companies like McDonald's and IBM that corporate
leaders who criticize the government could be arrested, report says
Kelsey Vlamis (kvlamis@insider.com) - Business Insider

Business Insider Men walk in front of McDonald's flagship restaurant in Moscow's
Pushkin Square on Sunday, the company's last day in Russia. AFP/Getty Images

Droves of companies have suspended operations in Russia in response to the war in
Ukraine. Russia has said it could seize the assets that companies leave behind. Russia
has also threatened corporate leaders with arrest, The Wall Street Journal reported
Sunday.

Prosecutors in Russia have issued stark warnings to Western companies that pull out
of the country or criticize its government, The Wall Street Journal reported on
Sunday.

Sources told The Journal that companies in various sectors had been told that their
corporate leaders could be arrested if they criticize Russia and that companies
shutting down operations in the country could have their assets seized.

https://www.businessinsider.com/reviews/out?u=https://www.wsj.com/articles/russian-prosecutors-warn-western-companies-of-arrests-asset-seizures-11647206193?mod=latest_headlines
https://www.businessinsider.com/reviews/out?u=https://www.wsj.com/articles/russian-prosecutors-warn-western-companies-of-arrests-asset-seizures-11647206193?mod=latest_headlines


Russia said last week that it could seize the assets of companies that suspended
operations in Russia. Droves of US and European companies pulled out of the
country after it launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24. The West
has also imposed crippling economic sanctions on Russia.

The Journal's sources said several companies received the Russian prosecutors'
threats last week, including McDonald's, IBM, and Yum Brands, which operates the
fast-food brands KFC, Pizza Hut, and Taco Bell.

McDonald's, IBM, and Yum Brands did not immediately respond to Insider's requests
for comment. Sources told The Journal that some companies were working on
transferring executives out of Russia in response to the threats.

McDonald's said in a statement on Tuesday that it was temporarily closing its
restaurants and pausing operations in Russia. It said it would continue to pay the
salaries of its 62,000 employees in the country during the pause.

"Our values mean we cannot ignore the needless human suffering unfolding in
Ukraine,” CEO Chris Kempczinski said, adding, "As we move forward, McDonald's
will continue to assess the situation and determine if any additional measures are
required.”

IBM and Yum Brands also announced last week that they would suspend operations
in Russia. The Russian Embassy in Washington, DC, did not immediately respond to
Insider's request for comment.

Chinese scholars warn of cost of pro-Russia “neutrality”
Mary Hui - Quartz

Quartz An honour guard holds a Russia flag in Beijing inn 2018.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine last month, China has insisted on remaining “neutral.”
Yet that balancing act—which seems premised on Beijing’s hope of avoiding
repercussions while maximizing the political and economic benefits it enjoys from
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continued relations with Russia, Europe, and the US—appears increasingly
precarious.

As US national security advisor Jake Sullivan meets today with China’s top diplomat
Yang Jiechi in Rome to discuss the Russia-Ukraine war, the US will be scrutinizing
whether Beijing provides any economic or material support to Moscow.

Defining Beijing’s “neutrality”
To be clear, it’s hard to take Beijing’s claims of neutrality seriously. At the very least,
its stance is closer to what former White House Asia policy advisor Evan Medeiros
calls “pro-Russia neutrality.”

For one, Chinese president Xi Jinping has held a phone call with his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin to discuss the war, but not with Ukrainian
president Volodymyr Zelensky.

Meanwhile, Chinese state media has largely refrained from calling Russia’s
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine a war, and in some cases even parroted the Kremlin
phrase “special military operation.” And Chinese propaganda outlets have backed
Russia’s false claims that the US is funding a bio-weapons program in Ukraine.

Is neutrality a good strategy?
Hu Wei, vice-chairman of the Public Policy Research Center, which sits under an
advisory agency to China’s state council, argues in an essay penned earlier this
month that China must “give up being neutral” and “avoid playing both sides in the
same boat.”

While China has made clear that its relationship with Russia has “no limits,” Beijing
will only stand to gain from casting its lot with Moscow if the latter manages to defeat
Ukraine and withstand western economic sanctions, Hu argues. And so far, in his
assessment, that looks unlikely.

“China cannot be tied to Putin and needs to be cut off as soon as possible…Being in
the same boat with Putin will impact China should he lose power,” Hu writes, adding
that Beijing’s failure to “proactively” respond to Russia’s aggression will invite
“further containment from the US and the West.”

In fact, China’s current “neutrality” is a lose-lose proposition, Hu argues: “…this
position does not meet Russia’s needs, and it has infuriated Ukraine and its
supporters as well as sympathizers, putting China on the wrong side of much of the
world. In some cases, apparent neutrality is a sensible choice, but it does not apply to
this war, where China has nothing to gain.”

Wang Huiyao, president of the Beijing-based think tank Center for China and
Globalization, also sees strategic disadvantages to China of a long drawn-out war in
Ukraine.

“The longer the war lasts, the more it will reinvigorate the Western alliance around
the idea of a values-based confrontation between East and West, bringing the United
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States and the European Union into even closer alignment…That is not good for
China,” Wang writes in an op-ed published in the New York Times.

Still, it’s unclear how much influence arguments like Hu’s and Wang’s will have on
the officials making final policy decisions. According to the internet monitoring group
GreatFire, Hu’s original Chinese-language essay has been censored on WeChat, and
the website hosting its English-language translation is blocked.

Italian Police Seize Russian Oligarch Andrey Melnichenko’s 468-Foot ‘Sailing
Yacht A’
Michael Verdon - Robb Report (RR)

Robb Report

Italy’s finance police seized one of the world’s most iconic sailing yachts, owned by a
Russian oligarch. Andrey Melnichenko’s Sailing Yacht A, with an estimated value of
$578 million, was impounded in dry dock at the Port of Trieste, according to a
statement from the Guardia di Finanzia.

Melninchenko was sanctioned by the European Union on March 9 as part of a group
of Russian oligarchs who met with Russian President Vladimir Putin following its
Ukraine invasion to discuss the potential economic impact of EU and American
sanctions.

Melnichenko owns the major fertilizer producer EuroChem Group and SUEK, a coal
company. He also owns the 390-foot Motor Yacht A. A spokesperson said in a
statement that Melnichenko has nothing to do with politics and that he has removed
himself from the board of Eurochem and SUEK after the EU sanctioned him.

“He has no relation to the tragic events in Ukraine. He has no political affiliations,”
said the statement.

US intelligence officials have also said they are trying to link the Scheherazade, a
$700 million super-yacht in dry dock in Italy, to Putin. The New York Times reported
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that the US government has made no definite conclusions about the yacht’s ownership,
but believe it could be owned by the Russian president.

The yacht’s captain, Guy Bennett-Pearce, told the Times that Putin had no stake in
the yacht, but declined to name the owner. Bennett-Pearce said he would provide
Italian police with documents that divulged the owner’s name.

The Italian Sea Group, which owns the shipyard where Scheherazade is dry docked,
said that, based on “checks carried out by relevant authorities,” the yacht is “not
attributable to the property of Russian President Vladimir Putin.”
Courtesy Lloyd Werft

Chelsea FC owner Roman Abramovich was also added to the UK sanctions list days
after he announced the sale of the football club. Abramovich, who owns a string of
super-cars and several private jets, also owns the
super-yachts Solaris and Eclipse. Solaris is reportedly sailing towards Israel, where
Abramovich has dual citizenship.

On March 3, France’s finance ministry said that it had impounded Amore Vero, a
yacht owned by Igor Sechin, CEO of Russian oil giant Rosneft. The EU had
sanctioned Sechin earlier that week, calling him one of Putin’s “most trusted and
closest advisors, as well as his personal friend.”

German authorities also detained the 512-foot superyacht Dilbar in Hamburg,
owned by Alisher Usmanov. Reports said the crew was fired last week.

On March 5, Italian authorities impounded two yachts, Lena and Lady M, owned by
Gennady Timchenko and Alexei Mordashov, respectively.

On Friday, the US State Department placed Viktor Vekselberg on its sanctions list.
Two of Vekeselberg’s luxury assets, an Airbus A319-115 jet and his yacht Tango,
were identified as “blocked property.”

Robb Report The super-yacht Scheherazade was impounded in Italy during an
investigation to uncover whether it is owned by Russian President Vladimir Putin.

https://robbreport.com/motors/marine/france-seizes-russian-superyacht-1234666501/


The seizures have prompted the super-yacht industry to distance itself from the
oligarchs. Italian yacht builders Sanlorenzo and Azimut both released statements that
they have limited exposure to Russian clients, and none are on the sanctions list.

Heesen Yachts released a statement that two Russians sitting on its supervisory board
of directors have resigned their positions. The builder said Heesen is 100-percent
Dutch-owned company and that Pavel Sukhoruchkin and Pavel Novoselov had
nothing to do with its day-to-day operations.

Ownership of many Russian yachts is often hidden by shell companies in tax havens
like the Cayman Islands. They are not only hard to trace, but actually seizing and
selling them could present a legal quagmire that could take years to resolve.

Some are wondering whether seizing the oligarchs’ private yachts and jets will work.
“Sanctions are another example of the West doing what it does best, which is just
throwing a lot of cash at the problem and hoping it gets solved,” Olga Chyzh, a
professor of political science at the University of Toronto, told the Washington Post.

“However sad they are to let go of their Western assets, oligarchs have even more to
lose if Putin is no longer there to protect them.”

Robb Report Eclipse is another yacht owned by Roman Abramovich. - Credit: Robb

In the meantime, some oligarchs are taking their yachts to destinations like the
Maldives, the Seychelles and Dubai, which have no extradition treaties with the US
and EU.

Dubai has become a favorite destination for Russian tourism and wealth.
Alex Finley, a former CIA officer, has been tracking the yachts from Barcelona. Using
the hashtag “Yacht Watch,” she posts updates on Twitter for Russian-owned
super-yachts.

“For me, the yachts are a big, easily recognizable symbol of the more serious side of
this [Russian invasion]: These are people who support a dictator, and have been
supporting him in carrying out destabilization operations against democracy, while at
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the same time coming here and taking all the benefits of the exact same democracies
they were destabilizing,” Finley told the Washington Post.

Brent Renaud, an American Journalist, Is Killed in Ukraine
Michael Schwirtz - The New York Times

Oscar Hidalgo/The New York Times

Brent Renaud, an award-winning American filmmaker and journalist, was killed in
Ukraine on Sunday while reporting in a suburb of the capital, Kyiv, according to
Ukraine’s Interior Ministry.

Mr. Renaud, 50, had worked for a number of American news and media organizations
in the past, including HBO, NBC and The New York Times.

The Ukrainian authorities said he was killed in Irpin, a suburb that has been the site
of intense shelling by Russian forces in recent days, but the details of his death were
not immediately clear. Ukrainian officials said another journalist was wounded as
well.

At the time of his death Mr. Renaud was on assignment for Time Studios working on a
“project focused on the global refugee crisis,” according to a statement from Time
executives.

Anton Gerashchenko, an adviser to Ukraine’s interior minister, said in a statement
that Mr. Renaud “paid with his life for attempting to expose the insidiousness, cruelty
and ruthlessness of the aggressor.”

Mr. Renaud had contributed to The Times in previous years, most recently in 2015,
but he was not on assignment for the company in Ukraine. Early reports that he was
working for The Times in Ukraine circulated because he was found with a Times
press badge that had been issued for an assignment years ago.

“We are deeply saddened to hear of Brent Renaud’s death,” said Danielle Rhoades
Ha, a spokeswoman for The Times. “Brent was a talented filmmaker.”

https://time.com/6157144/brent-renaud/
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FNu1mqSXIAEyO98.jpg


Mr. Renaud often worked with his brother, Craig Renaud, and won a Peabody
award for a Vice News documentary about a school in Chicago. The two have worked
on film and television projects from conflict zones and hot spots around the world.

Over the past decade, the brothers had covered the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the
earthquake in Haiti, cartel violence in Mexico and youth refugees in Central
America, according to their website.

Mr. Renaud was a fellow at the Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard
University from 2018 to 2019. Ann Marie Lipinski, curator of the Nieman
Foundation, posted on Twitter on Sunday that Mr. Renaud “was gifted and kind, and
his work was infused with humanity.” Lamenting his death, she said that “the world
and journalism are lesser for it.”

Mr. Renaud’s reporting partner who was shot, Juan Arredondo, was also a Nieman
fellow in the 2019 class. A video posted on the Okhmatdyt hospital’s Instagram
page showed Mr. Arredondo describing the shooting from a hospital bed.

He said they were shot in a car after they passed a checkpoint while going to film
civilians fleeing the fighting.

Putin's strongman ally says Belarus — which is on the verge of a default — can
help Russia overcome Western sanctions
Azmi Haroun (aharoun@insider.com) - Business Insider

Sergei Guneyev/Sputnik/AFP via Getty Images Russia's President Vladimir Putin (R)
shakes hands with his Belarus counterpart Alexander Lukashenko (L) following their

talks at in Moscow on February 18, 2022.

Putin ally Alexander Lukashenko said that the two countries could help each other
out with sanctions. Both countries' economies have been devastated by western
sanctions in the past few weeks.
"We sell you this, you sell us that. We'll build a joint economic policy," Lukashenko
told Putin.
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During a bilateral meeting on Friday, Belarusian president and Putin ally Alexander
Lukashenko told the Russian president that his country could help Russia overcome
Western sanctions, despite both countries' economies being on the verge of a default.

"In a month, we will forget that there are sanctions,” Lukashenko told Putin. "We
should get together at the table in Moscow & come to an agreement: we sell you this,
you sell us that. We'll build a joint economic policy.”

'We should disconnect 100% of Russian banks from SWIFT,' says Bill Browder
On Thursday, the World Bank's chief economist, Carmen Reinhart, told Reuters that
Russia's and Belarus' economies were on the verge of defaulting following the
sanctions unleashed on the two countries. Major companies have also ceased
operations in Russia due to its war in Ukraine.

Ahead of Russia's war in Ukraine and throughout it, Lukashenko has been one of
Putin's strongest allies, allowing Russian troops to operate from Belarus' border with
Ukraine during the invasion.

"Both Russia and Belarus are in square default territory,” Reinhart told Reuters.
"They're not rated by the agencies as a selective default yet, but mighty close.”

In late February, Russia launched a military assault on neighboring Ukraine —
including Russian troops moving through Belarus to attack. A week into the military
campaign, Belarus held unsuccessful negotiations for Ukraine and Russia.

Russian forces have launched attacks on civilian targets and recently bombed a
maternity ward, killing at least three.

How Many Aircraft Has Russia Lost in the Ukraine War?
Jack Dutton - Newsweek

Aris Messinis/Getty
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Russia has lost 77 aircraft in Ukraine since it invaded the country on February 24,
according to the Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A statement by the ministry
on Monday said that Russia had also lost 90 helicopters since fighting broke out.

It also said that more than 12,000 Russian military personnel had been killed and 389
tanks had been seized from Russian forces.

Military website Oryx has also provided figures on military equipment that has been
seized, damaged or abandoned. The website monitors the destruction of military
equipment through open-source reports, such as social media, and each loss needs to
be backed up with photographic evidence.

Watch Ukraine's Kherson Residents Circle Russian Military Vehicles In Protest
The website's numbers on aircraft that have been captured or downed by Ukrainian
armed forces are much lower: it estimates only 13 Russian aircraft have been lost
since the war began. It says Ukraine has lost nine.

Russia has not provided up-to-date numbers on war casualties and loss of military
equipment, including aircraft. Newsweek has contacted the Russian foreign ministry
for comment.

Moscow has stepped up attacks recently and is widening its military operation to
Western Ukraine, including to the city of Lviv, that was thought initially to be a safe
part of the country. On Sunday, it attacked a military base less than 15 miles from
Ukraine's border with Poland, a NATO member country.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky earlier on Monday warned of a Russian
threat to NATO "homes" after the strike near the Polish border.

Polish President Andrezej Duda told the BBC in an interview that aired on Sunday
that NATO could be dragged into the conflict if Russian President Vladimir
Putin opted to utilize weapons of mass destruction.

"As we say in Poland, using a little bit of an English expression, if he uses any
weapons of mass destruction then this will be a game changer in the whole thing.

"For sure, NATO and its leaders, led by the United States, will have to sit at the table
and will really have to think seriously about what to do.

"Because when it starts to be dangerous, not only for Europe, not only for our region,
but for the whole world.”

U. S. President Joe Biden has vowed to defend "every inch” of NATO territory, but
warned that if the alliance went into battle with Russia, it would be "World War III.”
V.
Zelensky was due to the address the Council of Europe on Monday afternoon but had
to cancel due to "very urgent unforeseen” circumstances.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/nato
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No further reasons were given. Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal gave the
address instead.

Zelensky is due to address U.S. Congress on Wednesday.

COVID Finally Spins Out of Control in China Thanks to New Variant
Philippe Naughton - The daily Beast

The Daily Beast

China appears to be losing the battle to contain COVID-19, but it’s not yet ready to
admit defeat.

Facing the worst national outbreak since the first wave of the pandemic, authorities
have introduced lockdown restrictions in cities across the country, with production
lines falling idle in the tech hub of Shenzhen and offices shuttered in the financial
capital Shanghai.

Under President Xi Jinping, the Chinese government has stuck to a strict zero-COVID
policy since the virus emerged in Wuhan in late 2019, locking down entire cities
whenever cases emerge and using mass testing and strict quarantining to bring local
outbreaks under control.

But Chinese virologists say the arrival of the Omicron variant and its new “stealth”
subvariant—both of which appear to evade China’s Sinovac vaccine—could leave
that policy in tatters.

For those in the Americas or Europe, the case numbers reported from China still
seem pretty small: authorities confirmed 1,337 new locally transmitted cases in
mainland China on Monday. By contrast, the U.K. is currently seeing more than
200,000 cases a day, according to the main COVID tracker.

But the example of Hong Kong, the former British colony that is officially
semi-autonomous, is worrying. Omicron appears to be running virtually unchecked
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through the population of the island territory, which has registered an average of
40,000 cases a day over the past week despite widespread vaccination.

COVID surges in Hong Kong, leader urges vaccines
Worst-hit on the mainland is the northeastern province of Jilin, bordering North
Korea, where many residents are restricted to their homes except for grocery
shopping trips every other day. Jilin has recorded more than 4,000 cases in the past
fortnight.

But multiple smaller outbreaks have also been recorded. Shenzhen, a city of 17.5
million people bordering Hong Kong, registered 66 new cases on Saturday,

prompting authorities to suspend public transport, close factories—among them the
huge Foxconn plant that produces the Apple iPhone. Residents have been told to stay
home for the next week except when they are called for three rounds of compulsory
testing.

A prominent infectious disease expert from Shanghai, Zhang Wenhong, said in an
article for the Chinese business outlet Caixin that the outbreak was being driven by
the Omicron BA.2 “stealth” subvariant, the most infectious lineage yet of the
SARS-Cov-2 virus.

Dr Zhang, whose plain-spoken appeals for people to put up with lockdown
restrictions at the beginning of the pandemic made him a prominent figure, said that
the case numbers suggested the beginning of an “exponential rise”—but China had
no option but to try to contain the virus.

“If our country opens up quickly now, it will cause a large number of infections in
people in a short period of time,” Zhang wrote, according to a translation carried by
the Associated Press. “No matter how low the death rate is, it will still cause a run on
medical resources and a short-term shock to social life, causing irreparable harm to
families and society.”

Foxconn, Apple’s manufacturing partner, said it would use its “diversified production
sites in China” to minimize the impact of the Shenzhen lockdown.

But from a wider economic viewpoint, the lock-downs—both in Shenzhen and the
industrial hub of Dongguan—could hardly have come at a worst time. Panic selling
saw Chinese tech stocks listed on the Hong Kong fall 11 percent on Monday—their
worst single-day fall since the 2008 crash—because of wider fears that China could
be dragged into the conflict in Ukraine, or that Chinese companies doing business in
Russia might face Western sanctions.

If China sticks with its zero-COVID policy, despite the spread of Omicron, one option
is to insist that manufacturers introduce “closed management” systems, where
workers live and work in a COVID-free “bubble.”

The Chinese used such a system to protect last month’s Winter Olympics in Beijing,
where staff and volunteers wore hazmat suits to marshal and test visiting athletes and



even robots to feed them. Making that work in a mega-city like Shenzhen or Shanghai
would be harder.

Putin Needs an Off-Ramp
Tom McTague - The Atlantic
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Across the West there is a sense that Vladimir Putin not only must be stopped from
colonizing Ukraine but should be punished for his barbarism as well. It is a question
of natural justice. But Western leaders also face a second imperative. The frightening
reality is that we are closer to nuclear war than at any time since the 1962 Cuban
missile crisis.

And in some ways, the risk of the current crisis spiraling out of control is even greater
than that faced by John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev. Unlike in 1962, a hot war
is already raging over territory that one side considers important to its national
interest, and the other knows is necessary to its national survival.

The war, in other words, has become a zero-sum conflict, even though on no
reasonable basis can Putin’s belief in Ukraine as a threat to Russia’s security be seen
as valid.

What makes this situation even more dangerous is that Ukraine is (legitimately and
sensibly) being armed and supplied by the very military alliance Russia most fears,
NATO. Meanwhile, Russia is being squeezed by an ever-tightening economic
blockade designed to force its defeat.

n top of all this are credible claims that if this campaign ends in humiliating defeat
for Russia, it will prove terminal for not only the country’s national prestige and
power, but Putin’s regime itself.



When a gambler has already lost so much that he will go bankrupt unless he can turn
it around, the logical thing for him to do is to continue upping the stakes. This is the
desperate opponent the West may now face. Worse: This is the opponent whose
bloodstained debts the West may have to to write off.

Britain’s defense secretary has said that Putin “is a spent force in the world.” His
French counterpart has declared, “Ukraine will win.” A consensus is building in
Western capitals that Russia’s calamitous handling of the conflict means it may
already have lost—indeed, that its political goals may never have been realizable in
the first place, given the size of Ukraine and the opposition of its people to Russian
control.

These statements, however, exhibit a dangerous combination of escalation, wish
fulfillment, and, most worrying of all, truth.

In Western capitals, there has been an escalation both in the official response to
Russia’s invasion—the scale of the sanctions and military support, for example—and
in the rhetorical denouncement of the regime. This is understandable and long
overdue.

Putin appears to preside over something like a Mafia state: corrupt, kleptocratic, and
violent, based on networks of loyalty and territorial claims that have nothing to do
with popular will and that must be opposed.

But Western leaders should also recognize the dangers of talking themselves into an
even worse situation than already exists, and must be clear about their goals. Do they
seek a way to end the conflict, or Russia’s defeat? Perhaps these are now one and the
same, but the difference may well become important.

Boris Johnson, for example, has said that Putin’s act of aggression “must fail and be
seen to fail.” This is both true and problematic. It is important for Western security
that the aspiring Putins of this world understand that if they try something akin to
invading Ukraine, they will be crushed and humiliated, as is happening to Russia.

The conundrum, however, is that it would also be easier for Putin to retreat if he has
a way of claiming he has not failed. Analysts and diplomats that I spoke with said it is
possible to defeat Putin while finding a message that Putin can tout as a victory at
home. But the fact that the West might need to give him something to sell weakens its
ability to sell its own victory.

Another problem is that wars change things. The only realistic diplomatic solution is
some kind of reassertion of the status quo that existed before the war, coupled with
diplomatic assurances for both sides. But why should Ukraine accept the status quo
given what it has been through, and how could Putin do likewise given the price he
has already paid?

Ukraine has now applied for European Union membership and is even more
legitimate in its desire to join NATO. Its population appears to have united in
adversity, to have found its voice as a European nation-state. The status quo that



Putin found so intolerable before may not be possible to resuscitate—because he
killed it.

Financial Facts About Putin That Offer Insight Into Who He Is and How He Operates
The second element of the Western response that risks making peace even harder to
achieve is wish fulfillment. Western officials are strengthening their rhetoric and
support for Ukraine out of moral and geopolitical solidarity, but also because of
Ukraine’s early success in resisting the Russian attack.

The longer Ukraine holds out, the more the West might believe that something greater
than the status quo is possible: that Putin and his regime might not survive the crisis
they have brought about. If the West begins to see a future that is better than the
status quo, or realizes that public opinion at home will not allow a return to “normal”
relations with Russia, it will limit options for a diplomatic solution.

There is a danger, however, in translating Russian difficulties in the early stages of
the war into wider assumptions about the state’s sclerosis—that Moscow’s military is
not up to the job, that its struggles in Ukraine reveal a system riddled with corruption,
that Putin is a paper tiger, that the regime in Moscow will soon fall.

Chinese authoritarianism survived Tiananmen Square, Iranian theocracy survived
years of Western sanctions, and, most recently, Bashar al-Assad survived the Syrian
civil war.

But what is potentially even more frightening than misplaced wishful thinking is the
third element: truth. It is possible that Putin’s regime really is as weak as people
suggest. Some long-time Russia analysts not prone to hyperbole believe it might
collapse as a result of this crisis.

“For the first time in 20 years looking at this regime, I’m really questioning
[it],” Michael Kofman, the director of Russia studies at the CNA think tank, told
the War on the Rocks podcast. This must be a good thing, right? Not necessarily.

Kofman was also worried about what might come next if Putin’s regime does fall.
“I’m not saying it’s going to be replaced by something better,” he said. “If you don’t
like the authoritarian system now, you may not like the authoritarian system that
comes later.”

More than that, though, the very fact of Russia’s weakness creates its own set of
dangers. First, the West might become overconfident about how far it can push the
Russian state. Second, the prospect of defeat in Ukraine raises the chance that Putin
will escalate the conflict.

The Russian president might calculate that he simply cannot lose, increasing the odds
that he will deploy nuclear or biological weapons to change the facts on the ground
and expose the West’s apparent reticence to retaliate. The nature of his regime means
that not only is his power at stake, but potentially his wealth and even his life.

“I think he’s going to follow through, and this is what worries me,” Kofman said,
warning that people should not assume Putin will blanch at leveling Kyiv—he has

https://www.cna.org/experts/Kofman_M
https://warontherocks.com/2022/03/11-days-in-russias-invasion-stumbles-forward/
https://warontherocks.com/2022/03/11-days-in-russias-invasion-stumbles-forward/


already shown he is willing to do so, first in Grozny, Chechnya, and then in Aleppo,
when Russian air-power supported Assad.

The danger, then, is that escalating Western support for Ukraine—fueled by Putin’s
barbarism, Ukrainian success, and Western optimism—will combine with the
regime’s growing weakness to create the conditions for miscalculation born of
desperation. And the longer the crisis lasts, the greater this danger.

The question for Western leaders is how to ensure Putin is defeated while
nevertheless providing him with a route out of the crisis and avoiding any missteps
that could lead to a wider conflagration. The path along the cliff edge is precarious.

According to diplomats and experts I spoke with, the way forward involves a number
of elements. First, the West must ensure that however much support it gives to Kyiv,
the conflict remains one between Ukraine and Russia. That way, peace negotiations
remain between the two countries, and not Russia and the West more widely.

Washington, Paris, London, and Berlin cannot allow talks to become what Putin
wants them to be: a negotiation about spheres of influence in which Ukraine and
other states can be bargained away. This, in effect, would be a victory for Putin and
his tactics of nuclear brinkmanship, leading to a more dangerous world in which
other dictators take the lesson that bullying and intimidation work.

Second, the West must not close off potential compromises that the Ukrainians
themselves would be willing to negotiate. If Putin is to accept a negotiated defeat, he
will require a fig leaf to hide the reality that he has failed to subdue Ukraine.

There has been speculation, for example, that Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky might be prepared to formally renounce his pursuit of NATO membership,
one of a number of pledges that could be made to serve as a pretext for Russian
de-escalation.

Zelensky could also promise not to send troops into the Donbas, for example, or seek
to retake Crimea—or even to seek nuclear weapons, or allow them to be stationed on
Ukrainian territory. In other words, he could use Russia’s absurd propaganda to his
advantage by formally pledging not to do things that he or any of his successors
would have considered doing anyway.

The difficulty comes with compromises that are not fair. Why should Ukraine not seek
EU or NATO membership? Or why should it accept the annexation of Crimea, a part
of its sovereign territory? Here diplomatic skills must come to the fore.

Ultimately, diplomacy will have to get each side to agree to a deal that allows each to
save its dignity—even though one side does not deserve to have its dignity saved.
The Cuban missile crisis ended with Russian missiles turning back while the
Americans agreed not to invade Cuba, and to remove their missiles from Turkey.

Historians disagree over whether this maintained the status quo in terms of the
overall balance of power between the two sides, or left Russia slightly better off than



when the crisis began. Either way, it ended without catastrophic miscalculation and
with a compromise balanced enough that both sides were able to save face.

The situation today is not the same as it was then. Unlike Khrushchev, Putin has not
simply walked up to a line, but crossed it, unleashing a terror for which he should be
held accountable. The horrible reality, though, is that the best option for the West
might involve finding a way for him to not be held as accountable as he should
be—but then to never forget what he has done.

Ukraine crisis: Unexpected weapon against woke politics
Grady Means (Opinion contributor) - The Hill

AP

When Russian President Vladimir Putin blasted his way into Ukraine, he thought he
was simply reassembling the great Russian Empire. What he actually did was reverse
the global tide toward authoritarianism under the banner of woke politics.

For years, the would-be New Illuminati of global elites have trekked to the World
Economic Forum (WEF) to be fed a diet of woke politics under the banner of
"stakeholder rights" and "The Great Reset," a re-branded version of Marxism
designed to defeat Neo-liberalism, i.e., capitalism, and its spiritual partner, individual
freedom.

For the most part, these pretentious "leaders" are what Karl Marx and Vladimir
Lenin would have called "dupes" and "useful idiots," selling their own hangman the
rope to hang them.

Four major fronts in this global war to destroy liberal democracies and free-market
systems have been decarbonization, COVID response, baseless accusations of racism,
and corrosion of the rule of law - all efforts to undermine key foundations of civil
society.

https://imprimis.hillsdale.edu/what-is-the-great-reset/


As outlined by the leaders of the WEF, the COVID pandemic provided the opportunity
to increase the authoritarian role of government, albeit unconstitutionally, and
replace individual liberty with state mandate - the "great reset,” leading to the
increased power of the state (and the elite) to control citizens.

The WEF simulated this strategy well in advance of COVID, including the role of
"authoritative spokesmen" and traditional and social media to promote the state view
and suppress dissent and free speech as "disinformation.”

Also central to the strategy is rapid decarbonization - federal, state and local laws
and mandates to shut down the use of fossil fuels and transition to solar and wind
power - promoted as answers to the climate crisis.

Most serious analyses suggest they will fail. Solar and wind are unreliable. They
require a doubling of the grid, which itself has proven to be unreliable across the
country with blackouts. They require battery backups to store and supply energy when
solar and wind are down.

Current battery backup capacity in America is less than 10 quads. To support
American industrial and consumer usage at 2022 levels, it would require between 60
to 90 quads to sustain our economy and standard of living.

Expanding and strengthening the grid and installing the battery capacity will take
decades. It will require bridge energy - i.e., natural gas and nuclear - to be used as
the transition takes place. But government policies are shutting down fossil fuels and
nuclear power as quickly as possible. It will be a disaster. And, it is intentional. The
point is to have skyrocketing energy prices and shortages. It enshrines government
power. It is cynical to an Olympian degree.

Ukraine's rejection of Russian corruption set context for Putin's invasion
Of course, it will have no effect on the climate at all. China will continue to
build coal-fired generators (at least 1,000 are planned) and use the full range of fossil
fuels. Russia, of course, is wedded to fossil fuels. The only result of decarbonization in
the West is the destruction of our economies and democracies.

"De-funding the police” and not enforcing urban or border laws undercut civil
society and weaken social cohesion. It creeps toward anarchy. Calling out these
obvious attacks on social foundations is deemed to be "racism,” a strategy that has
silenced many and intimidated our political and corporate "leadership.”

The speed and success that woke politics has had in redefining the political debate in
America and Western democracies has been remarkable. The rapid shift toward
authoritarianism has been alarming. The corrosion of the rule of law is depressing.

The cowardice and opportunism among the political and corporate elite is expected,
but sickening.

Putin should have just pulled up a comfortable chair, eaten popcorn, and watched the
West self-destruct. But, he's an impatient guy - a would-be "man of history.”
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Impulsively, he has, in a single stroke, managed to reverse the Western woke
political tidal wave and set the stage for destroying his own energy-based economy.

Almost instantly, everyone in the West has become aware of the central importance of
energy to national security and the overall economy. It is obvious that America
cannot be held hostage to foreign sources of oil and gas and must return to energy
independence.

It is obvious that Germany made a colossal error in precipitously shutting down its
nuclear power generation and becoming dependent on Russian gas - not unlike
California, which has done the same, only to be forced to import energy from other
states. It is obvious that European energy prices are skyrocketing because of policy
mistakes.

It is obvious that America can best support NATO by producing and exporting oil and
gas to Europe. But American energy prices - and the prices of everything else -
are skyrocketing because of poor economic decisions, especially in regard to energy
production.

And this brings us to Joe Biden. Will the president continue to allow the price of
energy to soar to squeeze the American people into accepting his flawed, woke vision
of rapid decarbonization? Or, will he understand that he has undercut our national
security, NATO, and our economy and quickly move America back to energy
independence?

If not, the midterm elections will present a stark choice between the woke and
destructive authoritarian vision of the Democrats, or a strong economy, true freedom
and strong democracy.

Thank you, Vlad, for the great reset - let's hope you woke us all up.

Outraged editor at Russian state TV interrupts her network's own broadcast
shouting "No War!"
Brent D. Griffiths (bgriffiths@insider.com) - Business Insider

Insider screenshot An anti-war protestor interrupts a Russian-state TV broadcast
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An editor at a Russian-state TV station interrupted her network's own broadcast with
an anti-war message. She also carried a sign that criticized state propaganda for
lying about the war.

The protest comes during a broader effort to crackdown on internal opposition to the
war.

Maria Ovsyannikova, an editor at the premier Russian state broadcaster, ran out and
interrupted her network's own live broadcast, shouting her opposition to the invasion
of Ukraine and carrying a sign telling viewers that they are being lied to.

"Stop the war! No to war! Stop the war! No to war!” she shouted during her brief
interruption of Channel One's broadcast.
The sign she carried bore the messages, "Don't believe the propaganda” and "They
are lying to you here.”

TASS, a Russian-state news agency, later said that Ovsyannikova was arrested. It
previously called her an "outsider" before later calling Ovsyannikova an editor at
Channel One, the state TV network in question.

The agency said that Ovsyannikova could be held liable for her actions under the
nation's criminal code. Russian leader Vladimir Putin's ally recently expanded the
code to criminalize even calling the Russian invasion of Ukraine a "war.”

Ovsyannikova said in a defiant pre-recorded message that now was the time for the
Russian people to rise up against the conflict.
"It's up to us to stop this madness. Come out to rallies, don't be afraid of anything,
they can't jail us all,” she said in a brief video before her protest.

Even reporting about Ovsyannikova's protest was censored, according to the
Financial Times' Max Seddon.



"To give you an idea of how sweeping the wartime censorship laws are in Russia:
Novaya Gazeta, Nobel laureate Dmitry Muratov's paper, published a picture of
Ovsyannikova's protest that looks like this," Seddon wrote on Twitter, showing an
image that completely blurred the sign Ovsyannikova had been holding.

Ovsyannikova also expressed regret for working for the network and for her role in
fomenting the Kremlin's propaganda.
"Unfortunately, in recent years I have been working on Channel One, doing Kremlin
propaganda. And now I am very ashamed of it,” she said in a video recorded before
her protest. "Ashamed of telling lies from the TV screen. Ashamed that I [was]
allowed to zombify Russian people.”

Ovsyannikova blamed Putin directly for the war, calling it a "crime.”
"What is happening now in Ukraine is a crime, and Russia is an aggressor country,
and only one person is responsible for this aggression. This man is Vladimir Putin,”
she said in a brief message.

She added that her father is Ukrainian and her mother is Russian, driving home the
very real effect of the conflict.
"This necklace around my neck is a symbol of the fact that Russia must immediately
stop the fratricidal war.”

The Kremlin has stepped up efforts to punish dissidents to a conflict for which it is
illegal to publicly call a war. Thousands of antiwar protesters have been
arrested amid the crackdown.
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CIA Director Bill Burns told lawmakers last week that possibly as many 14,000
people have been jailed for speaking out. Protests have even rocked St. Petersburg,
Putin's hometown.

Prominent western news organizations like The New York Times have been forced to
temporarily shutter their operations or take efforts to shield the whereabouts of their
reporters under threat of a new law that allows 15-year prison sentences for those
who call the war a war.

Other Russians are simply fleeing the country with no certainty about when or if they
will return.

"This looks like the biggest movement, the biggest exodus of Russian people since 100
years ago when a number of anti-communists fled the country after the Bolshevik
revolution, including my ancestors actually,” The Times' Valerie Hopkins told
Anderson Cooper in Lyiv, Ukraine earlier on Monday.

NATO's 2 closest partners are doing some hard thinking about the alliance after
Russia's attack on Ukraine
Constantine Atlamazoglou (insider@insider.com) - The Business Insider

US Defense Department/US Navy MCS1 Kathryn E. Holm Finnish and Swedish
defense ministers at the Pentagon, May 8, 2018.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has prompted new interest in NATO membership in
Sweden and Finland. The two countries have strategically valuable locations in
Northern Europe and already work closely with NATO. Both would likely be accepted
into NATO quickly, but that move would prompt backlash from Russia.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has Finland and Sweden concerned. The two Nordic
countries have strategically valuable locations next to their larger neighbor: Finland
has an 830-mile border with Russia, and Sweden overlooks important maritime routes
through the Baltic Sea.
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While Russia has threatened neither country directly since its February 24 invasion,
Moscow's aggression has reignited debate in those countries about their security —
including whether they should finally seek NATO membership.

Before joining the EU in 1995, Sweden and Finland were politically neutral. They
remain militarily non-aligned, but they are two of NATO's Enhanced Opportunities
Partners, the closest form of cooperation offered to non-members.

They have participated in NATO's Response Force and frequently conduct joint
exercises with the alliance.

After Russia's invasion, the two countries entered into enhanced intelligence-sharing
cooperation with NATO, and their foreign ministers attended NATO's emergency
summit on March 4 — moves that highlighted the importance of their relationship
with the alliance.

A fragile balance

ANDERS WIKLUND/AFP via Getty Images Swedish air-defense troops during an
exercise on Gotland Island, September 19, 2017.

Historically, both countries have been against NATO membership. Yet following the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, 53% of Finns expressed support for joining, up from
19% in 2017. Similarly, a record-setting 51% of Swedes supported NATO
membership in a poll this month.

"Both Finland and Sweden are clearly moving toward NATO membership,” Leah
Scheunemann, deputy director of the Atlantic Council's Transatlantic Security
Initiative, told Insider.

Finland's president said this month that the country would review the "alternatives
and risks” related to membership, and Finland's prime minister, who previously ruled
out pursuing membership, has said discussions on joining should take place with the
goal of building a national consensus.

https://www.businessinsider.com/nato-response-force-vjtf-first-defense-mission-russia-ukraine-2022-3?op=1
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Finland is "more likely to join NATO sooner than Sweden” but probably not until
after the April 2023 parliamentary elections, "given parliamentary discussions
already underway [and] the current situation in Ukraine,” Scheunemann said.

Finnish Defence Force/VIlle Multanen Finnish troops in formation at a training
ground in Sweden, October 27, 2018.

In Sweden, the opposition in parliament has called for a debate over NATO
membership, but Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson has said applying to
join would "further destabilize this area of Europe and increase tensions.”

Russia has warned both Finland and Sweden against joining NATO. Days after
Russia's invasion, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
said Russia would retaliate should either country seek membership.

If Finland and Sweden do join NATO, Russia will likely be frustrated "but unable to
do anything due to how thinly it has stretched itself in its invasion of Ukraine,” Jason
Moyer, an associate at Wilson Center's Global Europe Program, told Insider.

"I find it difficult to imagine Russia opening up an additional front by attacking
another country, given reports of poor morale, inadequate supplies, and slow
progress of Russian forces in Ukraine,” Moyer added.

But Russia is a major trade partner of both countries and could exert significant
economic pressure, Moyer said. "Finland in particular is very dependent on Russian
energy resources with about two-thirds of its oil and gas imports [coming] from
Russia.”

Hedging their bets

https://news.yahoo.com/applying-join-nato-destabilize-security-152639747.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9kdWNrZHVja2dvLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAF0Szg42YmsNhids_lQBCigaKtSoe_Mpgqd0mHEWyUw3JWVMPML6D3bawDEj8SPkgiXHR3iLIaulqD7jocKBLUGO-_GGe4aRiXlqJy9erW9yfEwj2Cw6klWNaehmz8fb4ZIoKbPcxTkYWIIa8VIQ5QvbmMJTUIJt_dmALgrODXR6
https://www.norwaynews.com/swedens-position-on-not-joining-nato-remains-in-place-premier/
https://www.norwaynews.com/swedens-position-on-not-joining-nato-remains-in-place-premier/


Finnish Defence Forces/Ville Multanen Finnish troops on the march near Tolga,
Norway, during the exercise Trident Juncture 18, November 1, 2018.

Sweden and Finland are taking multiple approaches to guarantee their security.
Both are members of Nordic Defence Cooperation, a regional security grouping with
NATO members Iceland, Denmark, and Norway.

Both have also enhanced their security cooperation with each other, with the EU, and
through security arrangements with the UK, Denmark, and the Baltic States,
Scheunemann said.

Sweden and Finland have also increased their cooperation with the US "in really
historic ways," Scheunemann added.

On March 5, Finnish President Sauli Niinisto met President Joe Biden in Washington,
where they committed to strengthen US-Finnish security cooperation. During their
meeting, they also spoke with the Swedish prime minister, highlighting the very close
relationship between Finland and Sweden.

There remain some limits on their cooperation with the US, however. Neither country
has been designated a major non-NATO ally by the US, which would bring financial
and security benefits.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/04/readout-of-president-bidens-meeting-with-president-of-finland-sauli-niinisto/
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Finnish Air Force Finland's government authorized the purchase of the F-35 as its
next fighter on December 10, 2021.

Ahead of the EU summit held last week in response to events in Ukraine, the Swedish
and Finnish prime ministers reminded their EU partners of the bloc's "obligation" to
aid a member facing armed aggression, a commitment enshrined in the EU's
foundation treaty.

EU members would honor that obligation were Finland or Sweden attacked, Moyer
said.

"However, as a deterrent, the EU pales in comparison to the security guarantee
offered by NATO membership, the gold standard in defensive alliances.”

In addition to bilateral and multilateral cooperation, the two countries are each
increasing their own defense investments.

In December, Finland announced that it would buy 64 F-35A fighters jets in its
largest defense purchase ever. It will also expedite its purchase of additional
ground-launched anti-aircraft missiles.

On March 10, Sweden announced plans to spend 2% of GDP on defense in the years
ahead, again raising defense expenditure since it fell to a low of 1.02% of GDP in
2017.

Fast-track accession
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JOHN THYS/AFP via Getty Images Finnish Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto, left,
and Swedish Foreign Minister Ann Linde fist-bump in front of NATO Secretary

General Jens Stoltenberg, January 24, 2022.

NATO accession requires all members to approve and ratify the decision and can be a
years-long process. Nevertheless, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg recently
said that it should be possible for Sweden and Finland to join "rather quickly” given
their "high level of interoperability” with NATO.

The process could take "only a few months,” and NATO members could extend
provisional security guarantees to them during ratification, which could be the
longest phase, Scheunemann told Insider.

Amid the turmoil in Europe, the two Nordic countries face a decision with significant
geopolitical implications.
"We have safe solutions also for our future,” Niinistro said this month.

"We must review them carefully. Not with delay, but carefully.”

Ukraine posts videos it says show Bayraktar drones blowing up Russian armor,
further cementing their heroic status
Mia Jankowicz (mjankowicz@businessinsider.com) - The Business Insider
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Commander-in-chief of Ukraine Armed Forces/Facebook/Insider Ukrainian forces
say their Bayraktar drones scored against multiple Russian targets, presenting these

videos as evidence.

The Bayraktar TB2 drone has taken an outsize role in defending Ukraine.
Ukrainian forces did not name the locations of the hits, which are difficult to verify.

Ukraine's military published several videos it says show its prized Bayraktar TB2
drones at work destroying targets controlled by Russian forces.

Over the weekend, the Ukrainian army commander-in-chief's Facebook page posted
five clips showing the strikes, though giving little detail of the exact locations or
targets.

The drones have been hailed as a game-changer by the Ukrainian military, and have
been credited with destroyed large numbers of Russian armored vehicles, gaining
heroic status among the Ukrainian people.

The videos have been keenly received, amassing some 1.2 million Facebook views as
of Monday, with many re-posted on other networks to vast audiences. Insider was
unable to verify the footage, or the named targets.

The first, dated March 12, purported to show the destruction of a Russian electronic
warfare system near Kyiv.

https://www.facebook.com/CinCAFU
https://www.businessinsider.com/ukraine-hypes-bayraktar-drone-as-videos-show-destroyed-russia-tanks-2022-2???


Наші оператори Bayraktar TB2 майстерно "відпрацювали" систему РЕБ
противника в Київській області.

"Our Bayraktar TB2 operators masterfully 'tested' the enemy's electronic warfare
system in the Kyiv region,” said its caption.

The footage appears to have been taken with a camera held close to a monitor screen,
a common format for Ukraine's Bayraktar videos. Someone's reflection could be seen
and a buzz of chatter was also recorded.

Another 18-second video posted on Saturday said one of the drones had destroyed a
multiple rocket launcher.
"Bayraktars in action!” the post said. "Hundreds of saved lives of our fellow citizens,
especially civilians!”

Later that day, a third video post claimed a Bayraktar had taken out a Russian army
command post:

Прицільне знищення реактивної системи залпового вогню противника.
Байрактари в дії!

Сотні врятованих життів наших співгромадян, передусім мирних жителів!



Neither of those videos gave a location.
A final video dated March 13 claimed to show the destruction of an artillery fire
control point — a system to coordinate and direct ranged weapons.

Ukraine had between five and 20 of the drones in service before the
invasion, according to The New York Times. The drones can reach altitudes of 25,000
feet and fly for 27 continuous hours, per their manufacturers.

They can be operated remotely from up to 300 km away, with each one capable of
bearing four laser-guided bombs or rockets, for a total payload of some 150
kilograms.

Russia claims to have shot some down, while Ukraine's defense minister claimed to
have received more since the war began, leaving the number in service unclear.

China Sends 13 Aircraft Toward Taiwan After Island Grounds Some Fighters
Aaron McDade - Newsweek

On the same day that the Taiwanese Air Force grounded several fighter jets after a
reported training accident in which one crashed, the Chinese military allegedly sent
just over a dozen aircraft in the direction of Taiwan, the island's defense officials said
Monday.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/11/us/politics/ukraine-military-drones-russia.html
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Mandy Cheng/AFP via Getty Images Chinese aircraft reportedly flew in the direction
of Japan on Monday. Above, Taiwanese sailors salute the island's flag on the deck of
the Panshih supply ship after taking part in annual drills, at the Tsoying naval base in

Kaohsiung on Jan. 31, 2018.

Thirteen aircraft were seen flying toward Taiwan Monday morning, Reuters reported,
down from a significantly larger mission that saw 39 jets approach the island in
January.

The January mission was the largest such mission conducted by China since over 50
aircraft were used for another similar mission last October, Newsweek reported.

Taiwan's government has complained of similar missions in recent years, when
Chinese jets have approached the island that the Chinese government claims as part
of its territory, according to Reuters.

Many have feared that China could use Russia's invasion of Ukraine as cover to
conduct a similar invasion into Taiwan, or use the same tactics as Russia by
understating the scale of the invasion and claiming there is some force within the area
they are fighting against.

Earlier Monday morning, a training exercise involving Taiwanese Mirage 2000
fighter jets led to one pilot being forced to turn back toward the base where the drill
began because of a mechanical issue. The pilot eventually had to eject over the ocean,
and the plane crashed into the water, Reuters reported.

The pilot was rescued safely from the water by a helicopter, the military reported. The
military also stated that the Mirage fleet would be temporarily grounded while an
investigation into the mechanical issue was conducted, but other fleets of jets are still
operational and available.

https://www.newsweek.com/chinese-military-jets-fly-near-taiwan-u-s-distracted-ukraine-1672155
https://www.newsweek.com/chinese-military-jets-fly-near-taiwan-u-s-distracted-ukraine-1672155
https://www.newsweek.com/today-ukraine-tomorrow-taiwan-americans-fear-china-will-copy-russia-1682128


The Chinese government has never publicly stated that it does not plan to use military
force to officially retake the island. China claims Taiwan as Chinese territory while
the U.S. and other countries support Taiwan's continued efforts for independence.

In addition to military equipment and weapons that the U.S. and other countries have
provided to Taiwan in recent years, as of January, several aircraft carrier strike
groups were near Taiwan, poised to defend the island from a potential Chinese
attack.

The Taiwanese Ministry of National Defense tweets when aircraft enter the airspace it
monitors, and these tweets have shown that anywhere from one to nine aircraft have
been entering the Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) on a daily basis in the
months since January's operation.

Also in January, the Taiwan Air Force reported another training accident that killed
a pilot after an F-16 fighter jet crashed into the sea, which also led to the fleet being
grounded while an investigation took place, according to Reuters.

India unsure of Russian arms to meet China, Pakistan threats
ASHOK SHARMA - Associated Press (AP)

NEW DELHI (AP) — India is exploring ways to avoid a major disruption in its supply
of Russian-made weaponry amid U.S. sanctions following Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's tightrope walk could become more
difficult due to a continuing border standoff with China.

Associated Press FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi greet each other before their meeting in New Delhi, India on

Dec. 6, 2021.

https://www.newsweek.com/china-warns-west-report-promises-resolve-taiwan-question-1685219
https://www.newsweek.com/chinese-military-jets-fly-near-taiwan-u-s-distracted-ukraine-1672155
https://www.newsweek.com/chinese-military-jets-fly-near-taiwan-u-s-distracted-ukraine-1672155
https://twitter.com/MoNDefense


India is bracing for a disruption in Russian arms supplies following Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's tightrope walk between
Moscow and Washington could become more difficult due to a border standoff with
China.

Experts say up to 60% of Indian defense equipment comes from Russia, and New
Delhi finds itself in a bind at a time when it is facing a two-year-old standoff with
China in eastern Ladakh over a territorial dispute, with tens of thousands of soldiers
within shooting distance. Twenty Indian soldiers and four Chinese soldiers died in a
clash in 2020.

Associated Press FILE - Workers at the MiG factory assemble a MiG-29K fighter jet
for the Indian Navy in Moscow on Aug. 3, 2011, during a trip organized for press.

India is bracing for a disruption in Russian arms supplies following Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's tightrope walk between
Moscow and Washington could become more difficult due to a border standoff with
China.

"The nightmare scenario for India would be if the U.S. comes to the conclusion that it
confronts a greater threat from Russia and that this justifies a strategic
accommodation with China.

In blunt terms, concede Chinese dominance in Asia while safeguarding its European
flank,” Shyam Saran, India's former foreign secretary, wrote in a recent blog post.



Associated Press FILE - Indian Defense Minister A.K. Antony, center, with Indian Air
Force Chief N.A.K. Browne, left, walk out from an Mi-17 V5 helicopter, a military

utility transport helicopters from Russia, during its induction ceremony in New Delhi,
India on Feb. 17, 2012.

India is bracing for a disruption in Russian arms supplies following Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's tightrope walk between
Moscow and Washington could become more difficult due to a border standoff with
China.

Would China, drawing lessons from Ukraine, be an aggressor in disputed eastern
Ladakh or in Taiwan?
"It is very possible they might do it,” said Jitendra Nath Misra, a retired diplomat
and distinguished fellow in the Jindal School of International Affairs.

President Joe Biden has spoken about unresolved differences with India after the
country abstained from voting on United Nations resolutions against Russian
aggression in Ukraine. Modi has so far avoided voting against Russia or criticizing
Putin for invading Ukraine.

In the early 1990s, about 70% of Indian army weapons, 80% of its air force systems
and 85% of its navy platforms were of Soviet origin. India is now reducing its
dependency on Russian arms and diversifying its defense procurement, buying more
from countries like the United States, Israel, France and Italy.

From 2016-20, Russia accounted for nearly 49% of India’s defense imports while
French and Israeli shares were 18% and 13%, respectively, according to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.

India not only depends on Russian weaponry, but it also relies hugely on Moscow for
military upgrades and modernization as it moves toward self-reliance in its defense
sector, said Lt. Gen. D.S. Hooda, a former Indian military commander.



“Russia is the only country that leased a nuclear submarine to India. Will any other
country lease India a nuclear submarine?” Hooda asked.

Sushant Singh, a senior fellow at the Center for Policy Research, said: “India’s navy
has one aircraft carrier. It’s Russian. India’s bulk of fighter jets and about 90% of its
battle tanks are Russian.”

In 1987, the Indian navy leased a Chakra-1, a Charlie-class nuclear cruise missile
submarine, from the former Soviet Union for training. It later got another Soviet
submarine, Chakra-2, in its place. In 2019, India signed a $3 billion contract to lease
an Akula-1-class nuclear-powered attack submarine from Russia for 10 years. It is
expected to be delivered by 2025.

Associated Press FILE - Indian tanks roll down a field during a joint military exercise
with Russia at Mahajan Field firing range, about 150 kilometers (93 miles) south of

Bikaner, in the western Indian state of Rajasthan on Oct. 25, 2013.

From 2016-20, Russia accounted for nearly 49% of India's defense imports while
French and Israeli shares were 18% and 13%, respectively, according to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.

India not only depends on Russian weaponry, but it also relies hugely on Moscow for
military upgrades and modernization as it moves toward self-reliance in its defense
sector, said Lt. Gen. D.S. Hooda, a former Indian military commander.

India bought its only aircraft carrier, INS Vikramaditya, from the Russia in 2004. The
carrier had served during the former Soviet Union and later for the Russian navy.

India’s first indigenous 40,000-tonne aircraft carrier is undergoing sea trials ahead
of its planned induction by next year.

India also has four nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines on the way.



Associated Press FILE - Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, center, stands at the
naval dockyard to visit the INS Vikramaditya in Goa, India on June 14, 2014.

India bought its only aircraft carrier, INS Vikramaditya, from the Soviet Union in
2004.

India’s air force presently operates more than 410 Soviet and Russian fighters,
comprising a mix of imported and license-built platforms. India's inventory of



Russian-made military equipment also includes submarines, tanks, helicopters,
submarines, frigates and missiles. Misra said the U.S. hasn't shown any willingness to
provide technology transfers to India.

"I would like to ask our American friends: What kinds of defense technology have you
given us? What the U.S. is offering is the F-16 fighter aircraft re-branded as the F-21.

The F-16 is obsolete from the Indian point of view. We went for the Mig-21 in the
1960s because the F-104 was denied to India. We are seeing the same kind of thing,”
he said.

Associated Press FILE - Indian naval ship INS Vikramaditya, front, participates in
the Malabar 2017 tri-lateral exercises between India, Japan and the U.S. in the Bay

of Bengal on July 17, 2017.

India bought its only aircraft carrier, INS Vikramaditya, from the Soviet Union in
2004. The carrier had served during the former Soviet Union and later for the
Russian navy.

"Under the AUKUS agreement, the U.S. is willing to share the nuclear propulsion
technology for submarines with Australia but is not willing to share it with India,” he
added, referring to the trilateral security pact between the U.S., U.K. and Australia.

Australia in September decided to cancel a multibillion-dollar contract to buy
diesel-electric French submarines and said it would instead acquire U.S.
nuclear-powered vessels in a new Indo-Pacific defense deal under AUKUS.

During the Donald Trump presidency, the U.S. and India concluded defense deals
worth over $3 billion. Bilateral defense trade increased from near zero in 2008 to $15
billion in 2019. Major Indian purchases from the United States included long-range
maritime patrol aircraft, C-130 transport aircraft, missiles and drones.

As the Ukraine crisis deepens, the challenge for India is how to navigate international
sanctions against Russia.



The Russian S-400 missile system deal with Moscow has put India at risk of U.S.
sanctions after Washington asked its partners to avoid purchasing Russian military
equipment.

The S-400 is a sophisticated surface-to-air defense system and is expected to give
India strategic deterrence against rivals China and Pakistan. New Delhi has sought
support from Washington and its allies in confronting China, a common ground for
the Indo-Pacific security alliance known as “the Quad” that also includes Australia
and Japan.

Tracing the history of India’s acquisition of Soviet arms, S.C.S. Bangara, a retired
navy admiral, said India began looking for arms and ammunition after its war with
China in 1962.

The Cold War resulted in the United States cozying up with China. Pakistan as a
facilitator held a trump card that could be used to enlist the complete support of the
U.S. government in the event of an India-Pakistan conflict, he said.

During India’s war with Pakistan in December 1971 that led to the creation of
Bangladesh, the U.S. deployed a task force led by the USS Enterprise in the Bay of
Bengal in support of Pakistan.

In the mid-1960s, India negotiated a series of acquisition agreements with the Soviet
Union that continued for the next 40 years, Bangara said.
"It was not seamless, particularly when the Soviet Union collapsed. The long chain of
training facilities along with the supply chain of logistics collapsed when the Union
broke into smaller states,” he said.

Even as India diversifies its defense acquisitions from the U.S., Israel, France and
other countries, it may take 20 years to get over its dependence on Russian supplies
and spares, Bangara said.


