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US Army veteran going to Ukraine to assist country's military: 'I don't like what's
happening'
Parker is also helping other volunteers get to Ukraine with the proper knowledge
and equipment
Audrey Conklin - Fox News

Matthew Parker, a U.S. Army veteran of 20 years, is heading to Ukraine to assist the
country's military in any capacity he can in its fight against Russian military forces.

Parker, who owns a protective services training firm called Independent Security
Advisors, LLC, plans to fly into Poland within the next few days and coordinate with
his contacts there to help him cross the border into Ukraine.

"I don't like what's happening on the ground over there. And I've seen what happens
when civilians are caught in the middle of a war, and I found that the Russians have a
tendency — when they can't win — to basically burn bridges," Parker told Fox News
Digital.

U.S. Army veteran Matthew Parker. Credit: Matthew Parker/Facebook

The 50-something father of four adult children added that he had become close to a
Ukrainian soldier who served under him for about a year and a half when he was in
the Army. That soldier still has family in Ukraine, including a sister with disabilities,
which Parker said is part of the inspiration behind his decision to offer his assistance
there.

Parker had plans to leave about a week ago but delayed his departure after receiving
an influx of inquiries from other American and foreign volunteers — many of whom
have military or first-responder backgrounds — who want his help to get to Ukraine.

Some volunteers are young men who have been out of the military for two to 10 years,
Parker said.
"When you've been to Iraq or Afghanistan, or like me, you've been to Bosnia, and you
see the carnage and tragedy of war, you don't turn that off,” he explained.
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"Now, before some … person says, ‘Oh, that’s PTSD.' No, it's not PTSD. That's called
memory. And when you see women and children hungry, their homes destroyed —
when you stand on the edge of a mass grave and look down … it's the same anger. It's
the same ignorance. It's the same lack of human compassion that the Russians are
showing right now as they bomb these cities. As they bomb hospitals.”

U.S. Army veteran Matthew Parker. Credit: Matthew Parker/ Facebook

His company does executive and diplomatic protection work, so Parker has
experience deploying training teams and agents to countries around the world,
as FOX 5 Atlanta first reported.

"So I took that experience and I put these young men together and said, ‘Listen, you
need a will, an attorney. If you own something it needs to go into storage. You can’t
just leave your car in the airport," Parker explained.

He's also helping volunteers gather proper equipment for cold and snowy weather
conditions in Ukraine and contact the International Legion of Territorial Defense of
Ukraine to inform them when volunteers are arriving and with what skills.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy created the International Legion days after
Russia invaded on Feb. 24 and lifted visa restrictions for foreign volunteers.

Gutted cars following a night air raid in the village of Bushiv, 40 kilometers west of
Kyiv, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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"Anyone who wants to join the defense of Ukraine, Europe and the world can come
and fight side by side with the Ukrainians against the Russian war criminals,” a Feb.
27 press release from his office states.

Parker has contacts in Poland and Ukraine who offer volunteers rides from the
airport, a place to stay for the night, and rides across the Ukraine border. Once
inside Ukraine, volunteers check in with the International Legion and hope to be
assigned to specific groups based on skill sets.

"Now, they can totally disregard everything [a volunteer] gets there. You know, he
could be a highly trained electronics repairman. They could hand him a rifle and say,
‘Go guard a bridge,'” Parker said. "This is so new, and they're under such pressure.
The fact that they are able to stand the legion up at all is amazing.”

Parker says his four children weren't surprised when he informed them of his plans.

U.S. Army veteran Matthew Parker (right) and his son (left). Credit: Matthew Parker/
Facebook

"The boys were used to me being in Iraq, and the fact that this is not Iraq and it's not
the Army sending me … They all said the same thing. One: ‘We knew you were going
to do it,’ but, two, ‘We trust you,’” he said.

Ukraine has been under attack for 15 days. An estimated 2.3 million people have fled
Ukraine so far, according to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees.

The Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights estimates that 549
Ukrainians have been killed as of Thursday, and nearly a thousand others have been
injured since Russia began invading on Feb. 24.

Captured Russian pilot admits to bombing civilians, urges Russia to stop assault:
'We have already lost this war'
Katie Balevic (kbalevic@insider.com) - Insider
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Business Insider Ukrainian soldiers pass under a destroyed bridge as they evacuate
an elderly resident in Irpin, northwest of Kyiv on March 12, 2022.

Kyiv northwest suburbs such as Irpin and Bucha have endured Russian shellfire and
bombardments for over a week. Efrem Lukatsky/AP.

A captured Russian pilot admitted to targeting Ukrainian civilians and urged Russia
to call off the assault on Ukraine.

Lt. Colonel Krishtop Maxim Sergeevich was shot down on March 6 and taken into
custody, Interfax Ukraine reported.

"I think we have already lost this war,” Krishtop said at a press conference with other
prisoners of war.

Gallery©Getty/Alexei Druzhinin.

https://en.interfax.com.ua/news/video/811478.html


The world of sports is distancing itself from Russia following its invasion of Ukraine.,
abandoning sponsorships, refusing to play matches, and canceling events. Sports
teams and organizations across the globe are now distancing themselves from the
country.

The Russian Grand Prix has been canceled, while Russia has also been stripped of
the Champions League final. With world leaders condemning Russia and Putin,
sports teams and organizations, as well as athletes, from across the globe are now
moving to separate themselves from the country and its leader.

A captured Russian pilot admitted to targeting Ukrainian civilians and urged Russia
to call off the assault on Ukraine. Lieutenant Colonel Krishtop Maxim Sergeevich was
shot down on March 6 and taken into custody by Ukrainian forces, Interfax
Ukraine reported. At a press conference on Friday, Krishtop said he carried out three
bombing missions, Newsweek reported.

"In the process of completing the task, I realized that the target was not enemy
military facilities, but residential buildings, peaceful people,” Krishtop said, per
Newsweek. "But I carried out the criminal order.”

Russian pilot tells passengers he believes war in Ukraine 'is a crime’
Putin initially said that his invasion of Ukraine would not target any civilians, but the
offensive has since bombed multiple towns and cities, resulting in a massive refugee
crisis and over 1,546 confirmed Ukrainian casualties.

Krishtop, who served as Russia's Deputy Commander of the 47th Aviation Regiment,
said he deployed FAB-500 bombs, which are 500 kg — or 1,100 lb — explosives
frequently used by the Russian military. A recent video shows two Ukrainians
carefully defusing a similar bomb in Chernihiv, a city in northern Ukraine.

"I recognize the enormity of the crimes committed by me,” Krishtop said, per
Newsweek. "I want to ask forgiveness from the entire Ukrainian people for the
misfortune that we brought them. I will do everything in my power to end this war as
quickly as possible, and bring those responsible for this genocide of Ukrainians to
justice.”

Krishtop made the comments at a press conference alongside other other Russian
pilots held as prisoners of war, according to Interfax. Ukraine has conducted several
similar news conferences with prisoners of war in an attempt to counter Russian
propaganda about the war, The Washington Post reported.

The Kremlin has banned referring to the conflict as a "war” or "invasion,” instead
insisting that it be referred to as a "special military operation.” Russian President
Vladimir Putin has criminalized sharing information about the war domestically,
threatening dissenters with arrest and prison time.

"I also urge all military personnel of the Russian Federation to stop carrying out
military crimes against the peaceful people of Ukraine,” Krishtop said. "I think we
have already lost this war.”
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Admin Note: Here’s what the best report that you can view from the “FAKE” News
Media about the Russia & Ukraine war. We post as such and uses your own
judgement while reading.

Black Ukraine refugees allege discrimination while trying to escape Russian
invasion
CBS News

The humanitarian crisis in Ukraine has put a spotlight on alleged racism. The
concern: immigrants from Africa and other people of color who call Ukraine home.

Credit: CBS News0312-cbssatmo-africanrefugees-duncan-920127-640x360.jpg

As millions flee Ukraine, there are accusations of discrimination toward these
refugees.

In the United States, the issue has gotten the attention of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People and the National Urban League, which signed a
letter to the president of the European Union calling for fair and humane treatment
for all.

From day one of the Russian invasion, reports of discrimination at Ukraine's border
began to surface.

One student from Ghana described what she saw and experienced. "Mostly they
would, they would consider White people first. White people first, Indian people,
Arabic people before Black people," said Ethel Ansaeh Otto.
Another student, from Morocco, said: "We went to the train station and they will not
let us in."

https://www.cbsnews.com/ukraine-crisis/?ftag=MSF0951a18


"And when they did let us in, they were like, 'You have to give us money because this
is, this is not for free for you because you are foreign. This is not free for you,” said
Selma El Alaui.

On social media, some wrote it off as Russian propaganda. But Ukraine's Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Dmytro Kuleba, tweeted a video in early March saying an emergency
hotline had been established specifically for African, Asian and other students
wishing to leave Ukraine.

Historian Kimberly St. Julian Varnon has studied race, foreign policy and Russia for
years and called Ukraine home back in 2013.

"It's one of those things where, if you are a person of color and you work in Eastern
Europe, and you research Eastern Europe, racism isn't new, I mean, racial
discrimination is not new, but to see it on display and being exacerbated by war, it
was just really heart-wrenching,” she told CBS News' Jericka Duncan.

Especially heart-wrenching, she said, when considering Syrian refugees who in
December sought help at the Poland-Belarus border with little to no success.
"I think the key difference is race and ethnicity," St. Julian Varnon said.

While social media has helped expose racial discrimination, St. Julian-Varnon said it
has also been used by Russia to spread disinformation.

Students from Africa and other countries make up a small population. But as St.
Julian Varnon explained, it is not OK for people to be discriminated against in this
way. She is in touch with several students who made it to Hungary.

She said many of them are now considered third-country nationals and have been told
they must move to another country or go back home within 30 days.

Around 1,300 Ukrainian troops killed and 600 Russian troops surrendered
yesterday, says Zelensky
Joe Middleton - The Independent
Follow
React|460

Around 1,300 Ukrainian troops have been killed since the start of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky said today. The Ukrainian president,
speaking at a news briefing, said that negotiating teams from Kyiv and Moscow had
started discussing concrete topics rather than exchanging ultimatums.

He urged Western nations to be more involved in negotiations to end the war, but
welcomed efforts by Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett to mediate between
Ukraine and Russia.

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/ukrainian
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/ukraine
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/volodymyr-zelensky
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Mr Zelensky also revealed that between 500-600 Russian soldiers had surrendered to
Ukrainian forces on Friday.

The Ukrainian president said he had spoken to German chancellor Olaf Scholz and
French president Emmanuel Macron about pressuring Russia to release the mayor of
the city of Melitopol, who Ukraine says was kidnapped on Friday by Russian forces.

More than 2,000 residents of the southern city, which is now under Russian control,
protested outside the city administration building to demand the release of the mayor.
Russia has not commented on the fate of Mr Fedorov.

Earlier, German chancellor and French president urged Vladimir Putin to declare an
immediate ceasefire in a 75-minute phone call on Saturday, Mr Scholz’s spokesperson
said.

The Kremlin said the Russian president had briefed them about the state of play in
negotiations and responded to their concerns about the humanitarian situation.

The Independent This map shows the extent of Russia’s war in Ukraine (Press
Association Images)

A readout of the call with Mr Macron and Mr Scholz by the Kremlin did not mention
a ceasefire and accused Ukraine of using civilians as human shields.

The political talks come as heavy fighting continued near Kyiv today and Ukrainian
officials said heavy shelling was endangering attempted evacuations of civilians from
encircled towns and cities.

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ukraine-russia-mayor-melitopol-b2034372.html


Ukrainian officials had planned to use humanitarian corridors from Mariupol as well
as towns and villages in the regions of Kyiv, Sumy and some other areas on Saturday.

The governor of the Kyiv region Oleksiy Kuleba said fighting and threats of Russian
air attacks were continuing on Saturday morning but later said some evacuations
were proceeding. “We will try to get people out every day, as long as it’s possible to
observe a ceasefire,” he said.

In the southern port city of Mariupol, which has undergone heavy Russian bombing
and a 12-day blockage, at least 1,582 civilians are dead, the city council said on
Friday.

“There are reports of looting and violent confrontations among civilians over what
little basic supplies remain in the city,” the UN’s Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said.

“Medicines for life-threatening illnesses are quickly running out, hospitals are only
partially functioning, and the food and water are in short supply.”

Russian forces also reportedly shelled a mosque sheltering more than 80 people,
including children, in the city on Saturday.

U.S. Moves to Deny Russia 'Most-Favored' Trade Status
Yuka Hayashi, Alex Leary, Anthony DeBarros - The Wall Street Journal

WASHINGTON—The U.S. moved Friday to sever normal trade ties with Russia—and
ban imports of its seafood, vodka and diamonds—as it joined other countries in
ratcheting up economic pressure on Moscow for its invasion of Ukraine.

Mandel ngan/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images

U.S. Moves to Deny Russia 'Most-Favored' Trade Status
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President Biden said the measures would deal “another crushing blow to the Russian
economy” and President Vladimir Putin, following other efforts by the U.S. and allies
to isolate Russia from international commerce.

“As Putin continues his merciless assault, the United States and our allies and
partners continue to work in lockstep to increase the economic pressure on Putin and
to further isolate Russia on the global stage,” Mr. Biden said.

Stripping Russia of its most-favored-nation trade status will require a vote of
Congress, which the House will take up next week, said House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D., Calif.). The Senate is working on an agreement that it can pass quickly, said a
spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D., N.Y.).

The proposed legislation would end the U.S. policy of treating Russia as a
most-favored nation, a key principle of the World Trade Organization that requires
member countries to guarantee equal tariff and regulatory treatment to other
members.

Other nations Friday also detailed new efforts to isolate Russia.
The Group of Seven affluent democracies pledged to work toward curtailing the
West’s trade with Russia and to curb its access to funding from international financial
organizations such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the EU would prohibit
the import of key goods in the iron and steel sector from Russia, which she said would
deprive the Kremlin of billions of euros of export revenue.

The EU is by far the most important destination for Russia’s exports, purchasing 41%
of the total value in 2019, followed by China with 13.4%, according to the WTO.
Ms. von der Leyen said the EU would also ban the export of luxury goods to Russia.

“Those who sustain Putin’s war machine should no longer be able to enjoy their
lavish lifestyle while bombs fall on innocent people in Ukraine,” she said.

The U.S. action will deny Russia more than $1 billion in export revenues, a White
House policy statement said, adding that the U.S. “retains the authority to impose
additional import bans as appropriate.”

The U.S. also on Friday imposed restrictions on exports of luxury goods, such as
watches, vehicles and jewelry, to Russia and Belarus. The U.S. export value of the
products covered by the restrictions is nearly $550 million a year, the White House
said.

The Russian embassy in Washington didn’t respond to a request for comment.
The U.S. still has other measures to raise the pressure on Russia. It could expand the
sanctions on the banking system, including cutting Gazprombank, a vital part of
Russian energy export, out of U.S. dollar access.



Another option: Implementing a blanket ban on exports to Russia, going beyond
defense, maritime, luxury goods and sensitive technology sectors that are already
banned or severely restricted.

Crab—mainly snow crab and red king crab—represents the bulk of the newly banned
imports to the U.S., accounting for $1.1 billion of the $1.2-billion Russian seafood
imports in 2021.

A spokeswoman for National Fisheries Institute said the importers’ group would work
with the administration on implementation of the latest seafood import ban.

Russia is famed for its vodka, but Americans drink relatively little of the distilled
spirit exported from that country. Russia exported about $21 million worth of vodka
to the U.S. in 2021 or about 1.4% of vodka imports to the U.S. The U.S. imported
$276 million in diamonds from Russia in 2021, most of which were for nonindustrial
use.

Overall trade between the U.S. and Russia is modest, with $36.1 billion in
two-way-goods trade between the two nations in 2021, making Russia the U.S.’s
23rd-largest trading partner, according to Census Bureau data.

Of that amount, $29.7 billion were imports of Russian products into the U.S.,
including fuels, precious metal and iron and steel. The import volume is just 6% of the
U.S.’s purchases from China in 2021.

Aside from oil and gas, Russia isn’t a major player in world trade. Even so, analysts
say the combined impact of other nations will be significant.

“The more countries that take this action, the more effective the sanctions will be,”
said Inu Manak, fellow for trade policy at the Council on Foreign Relations. “If allies
coordinate in removing Russia’s trade concessions, the impact on the Russian
economy will be quite severe.”

The administration has already announced a ban on Russian oil, coal and gas, which
make up roughly 60% of the overall U.S. imports from the country.

Ed Gresser, a former official with the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative who
now serves as vice president for Progressive Policy Institute, a centrist-leaning
Democratic think tank, said the energy-import ban could have an inflationary impact
because of Russia’s huge presence in the world energy market.

The other measures announced Friday aren’t likely to have a big effect on consumers
“because Russia’s trade with the world is not very large,” he said.

Outside of energy products, other raw materials and commodities, which make up a
large part of the remaining U.S. purchases, Russia will continue to enjoy duty-free
treatment or insignificant duties even after the end of the most-favored-nation trade
status.



The tariff rate on specialty metals such as uranium and palladium, another large
import category that includes critical feed for some U.S. industries, will remain zero
even if Russia’s status changes.

That’s because the tariff rate list, which is used for countries without
most-favored-nation status, was designed to minimize tariffs on American
manufacturers reliant on imported materials, while imposing higher rates on
consumer products.

The loss of most-favored-trading status means some Russian imports will be subject
to higher tariff rates that are currently imposed on North Korea and Cuba. The U.S.
imports relatively little from Cuba, and nothing from North Korea.

The proposed legislation also calls for expelling Russia from the WTO. That is a
symbolic gesture because the step would require a time-consuming effort to garner
the consent of more than 100 member countries.

Meanwhile, Senate Finance Committee Chairman Ron Wyden (D., Ore.) is proposing
tax-code changes aimed at penalizing the Russian government and sanctioned
Russians who own U.S. assets.

His plan would deny foreign tax credits and certain deductions for U.S. companies
earning income in Russia and Belarus, adding those countries to a list that includes
Iran, North Korea, Syria and Sudan.

“If U.S. companies choose to keep paying taxes to Russia—taxes that are funding the
bombing of hospitals for women and children—they should do it without a penny of
help from American taxpayers,” he said.

Mr. Wyden’s plan would also deny the benefits of the U.S.-Russia tax treaty to
sanctioned individuals and entities and give the Treasury Department the ability to
add more people to that list. The change would effectively raise taxes on their
cross-border dividend and interest payments.

Other measures the U.S. could take include sanctions on sectors such as shipping and
insurance and blacklisting additional companies and government officials.

Late Friday, the Treasury Department announced a new round of financial sanctions
targeting “Russian and Kremlin elites, oligarchs, and Russia’s political and national
security leaders” who have supported Mr. Putin.

Croatia criticizes NATO after crash of Russian-made drone
Associated Press (AP)



Police inspect site of a drone crash in Zagreb, Croatia, Friday, March 11, 2022.
(AP Photo/Darko Bandic)

ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — Croatian officials criticized NATO Saturday for what they
said was its slow reaction to a military drone that apparently flew from the Ukrainian
war zone through the airspace of three NATO member states, before crashing in the
Croatian capital.

A drone that apparently flew all the way from the Ukrainian war zone crashed
overnight on the outskirts of the Croatian capital, Zagreb, triggering a loud blast but
causing no injuries, Croatian authorities said Friday.

The Russian-made unmanned aircraft crossed Romania and Hungary before entering
Croatia and slamming late Thursday into a field near a student dormitory. Some 40
parked cars were damaged but no one was injured after a loud blast.

NATO said the alliance’s integrated air and missile defense had tracked the object’s
flight path. But the Croatian prime minister said the country’s authorities were not
informed and that NATO reacted only after question were posed by journalists.

“We cannot tolerate this situation, nor should it have ever happened,” Prime Minister
Andrej Plenkovic said while visiting the crash site.

“This was a pure and clear threat and both NATO and the EU should have reacted,"
he said. "We will work to raise the readiness not only of us but of others as well. ”

Plenkovic said a Soviet-era Tu-141 “Strizh” reconnaissance drone flew for over 40
minutes over Hungary and six to seven minutes over Croatia before crashing.

Earlier, Romanian defense authorities said the drone was in Romania’s airspace for
only three minutes after crossing from Ukraine, making it hard to intercept.

Plenkovic called on Hungarian authorities to launch an investigation into why its
defenses apparently did not notice the unmanned drone as both Croatia and Romania
had little time to react to the fast-moving object.



“Fortunately, something much worse did not happen,” Plenkovic said, adding that
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban “found out about this after me.”

“This could have fallen on the nuclear power plant in Hungary. Obviously there was
no good reaction and other countries did not react well. Now we have a test from
which we have to learn and react much better,” he said.

He said that only an investigation can determine who launched the drone — the
Russians or the Ukrainians — after the aircraft is pulled out of a large crater created
after impact.

Both Russia and Ukraine have denied they launched the drone.
Military experts say Ukraine is the only known current operator of the Tu-141, which
has a wingspan of nearly 4 meters (12 feet) and weighs just over 6 tons.

Pentagon says some Russian jets are avoiding Ukraine's airspace during sorties to
avoid being shot down
Abbie Shull (ashull@insider.com) - Business Insider

Business InsiderSu-35S jet fighter of the Russian Air Force taking off, Kubinka,
Russia. Artyom Anikeev/Stocktrek Images via Getty Images

The Pentagon believes Russia is flying about 200 sorties every day, although many
never enter Ukrainian air space. The Russians can fire cruise missles from planes on
the Russia side of the border without risking a strike by Ukraine's air defenses.

Ukraine still has about 56 operational jets flying five to 10 hours every day,
according senior US defense official.



The Pentagon says some Russian jets are avoiding Ukrainian airspace, apparently to
avoid being shot done by Ukraine's air defense systems.

During a background briefing with reporters, a senior US defense official said the
Pentagon assesses that Russia is flying about 200 sorties every day but some never
enter Ukraine's air space. Instead, the Russians are able to fire aerial-mounted cruise
missiles at Ukraine from planes on the Russian side of the border.

It was widely assumed by defense analysts that Russia would quickly gain air
superiority during its invasion of Ukraine, but Russia's Aerospace Forces have had
played little role as the ground forces have struggled to take major cities in the face of
stalwart Ukraine fighters.

Many observers were expecting Russian bombers to knock out Ukraine's radar
installations and surface-to-air missile batteries, leaving air superiority fighters like
the Su-35 to attack Ukraine's aircraft as it moved its own SAM systems into Ukraine.
But Russia failed to do so and Ukraine's smaller air force and its missiles have
downed Russian planes.

Similarly, Russia's fleet of combat helicopters has largely gone unused, another
signal that Russian commanders are aware of the risks posed by air defenses and
increasingly shoulder-fired missiles like the Stingers the US is sending.

Former F-22 pilot on Russia failing to establish air superiority
In the first days of the war in Ukraine, researchers at Oryx — a blog that tracks
military equipment losses through open-source data — found that Russia lost a
number of combat jets to Ukraine's defense systems.

The skirting of Ukrainian air space suggests Russia warplanes are aware of these still
considerable dangers.

In an interview on Wednesday, an expert on the Russian military said he's seeing
signs that its air force is "risk averse" and said there's still debate as to why.

"Maybe they're saving their aircraft in case this conflict goes wider," said Jeffrey
Edmonds, an expert on the Russian military with the Arlington, Va.-based research
organization CNA.
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Russia warns US that convoys 'pumping Ukraine with weapons' will be considered
'legitimate targets'
Yelena Dzhanova (ydzhanova@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Associated Press

Russia on Saturday gave a stern warning to the United States, alerting the country
that any convoys carrying weapons into Ukraine will be considered "legitimate
targets.”

"We warned the United States that pumping Ukraine with weapons from a number of
countries orchestrated by them is not just a dangerous move, but these are actions
that turn the corresponding convoys into legitimate targets,” said Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov while speaking on the state-run Channel One.

ANATOLII STEPANOV/AFP via Getty Images. Anti-tank weapons sent by the UK are
being deployed in the suburbs of the capital Kyiv.



Though he did not confirm the details of which weapons would be sent, Heappey has
since said that the UK's NLAW anti-tank weapons have proven to be "invaluable" in
attacking Russian artillery, The Times reported.

The portable, shoulder-fired weapon has been used by Ukrainians to attack Russian
armor in the suburbs of Kyiv.The UK's defense secretary told the House of Commons
on Wednesday that the UK has now sent 3,615 NLAWs to Ukraine.

After Russia began its unprovoked assault on Ukraine, the US levied a series of harsh
economic sanctions designed to cripple Russia's critical cash reserves and cut the
country off from access to financial institutions.

And on Wednesday, the House of Representatives approved a hefty spending
package that included about $14 billion in emergency humanitarian and military aid
for Ukraine. About half the $14 billion is earmarked for defense and military
spending.

CARL COURT/AFP/Getty Images. The UK plans to send Starstreak high-velocity
anti-aircraft missiles.

The UK Defense Secretary also said on Wednesday that the UK was making plans to
send Starstreak high-velocity missiles to Ukraine.
"To date, the international community has donated more than 900 man-portable air
defence missiles and thousands of anti-tank guided weapons of varying types, as well
as various small arms. However, the capability needs strengthening,” the Defense
Secretary told the House of Commons.

The missiles are laser-guided and have a range of seven kilometers and can be used
to target aircrafts including fixed wing fighters and late unmasking helicopter targets,
according to the missile's manufacturer, Thales.
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JANEK SKARZYNSKI/AFP via Getty Images.

Military aid is arriving at an airfield close to Ukraine's border. Boeing C-17 aircraft
belonging to the US, UK, and Canada have been delivering the equipment to an
airfield close to Ukraine's border. Jets carrying military equipment arrive at the base
every 90 minutes, The Times reported.

American military cargo planes were also spotted flying between eastern Poland and
a separate airbase in Germany, per The Times.

REUTERS. The US rejected an offer from Poland to receive Soviet-era jets for
transfer to Ukraine.

US officials also engaged in talks with Poland on a deal which would supply Ukraine
with Soviet-era MiG-29 fighter jets, but have since rejected Poland's offer to hand the
jets over to the US.

Ukrainian forces already know how to fly Russian-made aircrafts, making them a
better option for Ukrainian fighters than jets made elsewhere, according to Reuters.

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/planeloads-of-western-weapons-for-ukrainearrive-in-echo-of-berlin-airlift-fc9wqbh6t
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/poland-ready-place-all-its-mig-29-jets-disposal-us-2022-03-08/


"The prospect of fighter jets 'at the disposal of the government of the United States of
America' departing from a U.S./NATO base in Germany to fly into airspace that is
contested with Russia over Ukraine raises serious concerns for the entire NATO
alliance,” a US Department of Defense official said on Tuesday.

Several Western countries, including the United States and United Kingdom, have so
far sent Ukraine assistance. Several NATO members like the US and UK have sent
over military-grade products such as anti-aircraft missile systems and anti-tank
missile systems.

Michael Gottschalk/Photothek via Getty Images. The EU also pledged €500 million in
military aid.

Other European countries have also sent military equipment to Ukraine.
Two days after the invasion, German Chancellor, Olaf Scholz, announced that
Germany planned to donate 1,000 anti-tank weapons and 500 Stinger missiles to
Ukraine.

The decision marked a major policy shift for Germany, which has previously banned
arms shipment to conflict zones.

The EU as a whole agreed to supply €500 million in military aid for Ukraine after the
invasion in a move the president of the European Union described as a "watershed
moment."

Ryabkov, in his Saturday address, characterized the assistance as "thoughtless
transfer."
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NATOLII STEPANOV/AFP via Getty Images. The weapons are being used by
Ukrainian forces to disable Russian tanks.

Some of the weapons are being used by Ukrainian fighters to attack Russian tanks. As
of March 8, Ukrainians had destroyed over 303 tanks, The Kyiv Independent claimed,
although numbers are difficult to verify.

Ukrainian tanks are heavily outnumbered by those belonging to Russia. According
to Sky News, Russia has over six times the number of Ukrainian's tanks.

Russia's foreign affairs minister, Sergei Lavrov, has accused Western countries of
intensifying the conflict by supplying Ukraine with military equipment, Reuters
reported.

As of Friday, US and UK defense officials said Russian forces were getting closer to
Kyiv. A US defense official told reporters on Thursday that Russian forces had moved
three miles closer to Kyiv in the 24 hours prior, and that they could be as close as
nine miles from the city center.

The Ukraine-Russia conflict has been going on for more than two weeks. Russian
forces have been bombarding Ukrainian cities and there have been several
first-person accounts detailing damage to residential buildings. Russian soldiers have
also targeted civilians, according to various accounts.

Despite the damage, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky urged Ukrainians to
keep fighting.

"The resistance of the entire Ukrainian people against these invaders has already
gone down in history,” Zelensky said.

"But we have no right to reduce the intensity of defense. No matter how difficult it is.
We have no right to reduce the energy of resistance. The enemy is bringing new and
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new columns to the territory of Ukraine. They are looking everywhere for fighters,
reservists, conscripts, mercenaries.”

Seize the day: Russian yachts find no safe ports in sanctions storm
John Bacon - USA TODAY

David Ramos, Getty Images

Russian yacht owners are encountering rough seas around the world as nations
sympathetic to Ukraine's plight press sanctions that include impounding assets of
Russia's wealthy class.

How oligarchs are influencing Russia's decision making
World leaders hope harsh economic sanctions that target Vladimir Putin's inner
circle of oligarchs could apply pressure on the Russian president to end his brutal
military assault on Ukraine.

Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi says his country froze assets totaling hundreds
of millions of dollars belonging or linked to several Russian oligarchs as part
of sanctions imposed over Moscow's invasion of Ukraine.

Yachts are not sailing under Draghi's radar. Italy announced Saturday that it had
seized a $580 million super-yacht linked to Russian energy and fertilizer magnate
Andrey Igorevich Melnichenko. The sail-assisted, motorized "SYA" – or Sailing Yacht
A – was seized on Friday in the northeastern port of Trieste.

Melnichenko doth protest, his spokesman saying Melnichenko has nothing to do with
the war and thus should not be on the sanctions list. Among the world's largest yachts,
his SYA is 469-feet long, or more than 1.5 football fields. It has eight decks and an
underwater observation area with foot-thick glass.

The size and value of SYA dwarfs some other Italian targets, but they are not exactly
dinghies. A yacht belonging to metals tycoon Alexei Mordashov, believed to be



Russia's richest man, was impounded more than a week ago in the northern Italian
port of Imperia. "Lady M," made in the U.S. is 215-feet long and has six luxury state
rooms. Estimates of its value vary but have climbed as high as $70 million.

Billionaire investment guru Gennady Timshenko did not escape unscathed. His yacht
Lena, a mere 126-feet long, was seized on the northeastern coastal city of San Remo.
Italy has been aggressive, but other European nations have proved unwilling to
provide safe ports in the financial storm.

Alisher Usmanov, who made his money in cellphones and copper, gave up his $600
million, 500-foot yacht Dilbar in Hamburg, Germany. Modest accommodations he
can no longer enjoy include a 25-meter swimming pool and two helipads.

The $120 million, 280-foot-long Amore Vero was seized by France in the
Mediterranean port of La Ciotat. It has been linked to Igor Sechin, CEO of the
Russian state oil company.

Europe is clearly taking to heart President Joe Biden's statement warning to the
Russian wealthy during his State of the Union Address.
"We are joining with our European allies to find and seize your yachts, your luxury
apartments, your private jets,” Biden said in his address. “We are coming for your
ill-begotten gains.”

Photos in Gallery©Efrem Lukatsky, AP. Vehicles line up to a gasoline station in Kyiv,
Ukraine, Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022.

Russian troops have launched their anticipated attack on Ukraine. Big explosions
were heard before dawn in Kyiv, Kharkiv and Odesa, as world leaders decried the
start of an Russian invasion that could cause massive casualties and topple Ukraine's
democratically elected government.



Emilio Morenatti, AP. People try to get onto buses to leave Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday,
Feb. 24, 2022.

Russia has launched a barrage of air and missile strikes on Ukraine early Thursday
and Ukrainian officials said that Russian troops have rolled into the country from the
north, east and south.

Evgeniy Maloletka, AP. People line up to withdraw their money from an ATM in
Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022.

Ukraine's border guard agency says that the Russian military has attacked the
country from neighboring Belarus. The agency said that the Russian troops unleashed
artillery barrage as part of an attack backed by Belarus.



AP. People from the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the territory controlled by
pro-Russia separatist governments in eastern Ukraine, get on a train to be taken to
temporary residences in other regions of Russia, at the railway station in Taganrog,

Russia, Monday, Feb. 21, 2022.

World leaders are making another diplomatic push in hopes of preventing a Russian
invasion of Ukraine, even as heavy shelling continues in Ukraine's east.

AP. People evacuated from the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the territory controlled
by a pro-Russia separatist in eastern Ukraine, leave a bus to be taken to temporary
residences in other regions of Russia, in Taganrog, Russia, Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2022.



Emilio Morenatti, AP. A woman reacts as she waits for a train trying to leave Kyiv,
Ukraine, Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022.

Russia counts on sanctions help from China; U.S. warns off Beijing
Mark Trevelyan - Reuters

Reuters

LONDON (Reuters) - Russia said on Sunday that it was counting on China to help it
withstand the blow to its economy from Western sanctions over the war in Ukraine,
but the United States warned Beijing not to provide that lifeline.

Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov said sanctions had deprived Moscow of
access to $300 billion of its $640 billion in gold and foreign exchange reserves, and
added that there was pressure on Beijing to shut off more.



“We have part of our gold and foreign exchange reserves in the Chinese currency, in
yuan. And we see what pressure is being exerted by Western countries on China in
order to limit mutual trade with China. Of course, there is pressure to limit access to
those reserves,” he said.

"But I think that our partnership with China will still allow us to maintain the
cooperation that we have achieved, and not only maintain, but also increase it in an
environment where Western markets are closing.”

Western countries have imposed unprecedented sanctions on Russia's corporate and
financial system since it invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 in what it calls a special military
operation.

Siluanov's comments in a TV interview marked the clearest statement yet from
Moscow that it will seek help from China to cushion the impact. But U.S. National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said Washington was warning China not to provide it.
"We are communicating directly, privately to Beijing, that there will absolutely be
consequences for large-scale sanctions, evasion efforts or support to Russia to
backfill them,” Sullivan told CNN.

"We will not allow that to go forward and allow there to be a lifeline to Russia from
these economic sanctions from any country, anywhere in the world,” added Sullivan,
who is due to meet China's top diplomat Yang Jiechi in Rome on Monday.

Russia and China have tightened cooperation in recent times as both have come
under strong Western pressure over human rights and a raft of other issues. Beijing
has not condemned Russia's attack on Ukraine and does not call it an invasion, but it
has urged a negotiated solution.

Presidents Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping met in Beijing on Feb. 4 and announced a
strategic partnership they said was aimed at countering the influence of the United
States, describing it as a friendship with no limits.

China is Russia's top export market after the European Union. Russian exports to
China were worth $79.3 billion in 2021, with oil and gas accounting for 56% of that,
according to China's customs agency.

Kidnapping of Ukrainian Mayor in Melitopol Met With a Show of Resistance
Marc Santora and Neil MacFarquhar - The New York Times

LVIV, Ukraine — Ivan Fyodorov, as his name suggests, is an ethnic Russian in a
southern Ukrainian city where Russian is commonly spoken and where cultural and
familial ties to the motherland run deep.

That would seem to make Mr. Fyodorov, the mayor of Melitopol, just the kind of
person to welcome conquering Russian soldiers with open arms and flowers.
Instead, he labeled them “occupiers.”



On Friday evening, those Russian soldiers threw a bag over Mr. Fyodorov’s head and
dragged him from his government office, Ukrainian officials said. Security camera
footage from Melitopol’s Victory Square appears to show someone being escorted out
of a government building by soldiers, but The Times could not verify the identity of the
people in the video.

The Russian news agency Tass reported on Saturday that the prosecutors office in
Luhansk, one of the breakaway areas recognized by Moscow, was preparing
terrorism charges against Mr. Fyodorov, accusing him of raising money of the far
right group Right Sector.

On Saturday, hundreds of his townspeople poured out into the streets in an expression
of outrage and defiance, despite the presence of Russian troops.
“Return the mayor!” they shouted, witnesses said and videos showed. “Free the
mayor!”

Nearly as soon as people gathered, the Russians moved to shut them down, briefly
detaining one woman who they said had organized the demonstration, according to
two witnesses and the woman’s Facebook account.

Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelensky, who has similarly greeted the Russian
offensive with defiance and bravado, said the kidnapping of the mayor demonstrated
the falsehood propagated by the Kremlin of a Russian incursion to save the country
from a cabal of neo-Nazis in the capital, Kyiv.

“For years they have been lying to themselves that people in Ukraine were
supposedly waiting for Russia to come,” he said. “They did not find collaborators
who would hand over the city and the power to the invaders.”

Melitopol came under fierce assault on the first day of the war, Feb. 24, and Russian
soldiers entered only days later. Since then, Mr. Fyodorov had openly encouraged
resistance, earning him the support of the public and the ire of the occupying army.

The mayor, 33, lanky, fit and photogenic, posted brief live broadcasts almost daily on
social media to update Melitopol residents on the situation in the city — which lies
just north of Crimea, the peninsula that Russia annexed in 2014.

On at least one of the posts, explosions could be heard in the night behind him as he
tried to reassure residents that the city was functioning as normally as possible.

On March 2, for example, noting that armed men had opened fire in the direction of
some demonstrators, he warned residents away from confrontations with the Russian
soldiers during protests and asked them to respect a 6 p.m. curfew.

“I consider it unacceptable when civilians are shot at!” he wrote. “Melitopol
residents, in turn, are asked not to provoke and to behave peacefully on the streets.
Our task is to save your life and safety.”

https://www.facebook.com/100003097438400/posts/4813482112098322/


On March 5, he announced that the city was working to restore 31 private houses
destroyed by the Russian forces, and he repeatedly thanked local firms for
contributing goods and services to help hundreds of displaced families.

All along the mayor made it abundantly clear that his administration would not
cooperate with the Russians, and he kept the Ukrainian flag flying high over the city’s
central square.

“We are not cooperating with the Russians in any way,” Mr. Fyodorov said in an
interview with the BBC two days before he was taken by the Russian soldiers. “They
have not tried to help us, they cannot help us and we do not want their help.”

He told residents where to buy milk and medicine, published updated lists of what
pharmacies or A.T.M.s were operating and warned repeatedly that looters would be
identified and punished. He urged them to keep paying their electricity bills, since the
money went toward salaries, and as public transportation ceased operating asked
residents to give free rides to medical workers.

Residents responded with an outpouring of gratitude, thanking him profusely for
staying at his post even after the Russian troops controlled the city. “You are the best
mayor!” read one enthusiastic response to his social media messages, while another
wrote “You are our hope!!”

Others worried about his health, given that Mr. Fyodorov appeared oblivious to the
cold, standing outdoors in just a light sweater and a down vest as the winter wind
howled around him.

“Ivan Sergeyevich, why don’t you take care of yourself?” wrote one woman, using his
first name and his patronymic, a polite form of address in the Russian-speaking world.
“Are you standing without a jacket in such cold weather? Please dress warmer!”

Born in Melitopol, a city of just over 150,000 people, Mr. Fyodorov holds degrees in
economics and management, and worked briefly for a company doing medical
imaging before entering politics.

He served on the city council for five years, from 2010 to 2015, and held various posts
including deputy mayor, before being elected mayor in December 2020. To that point,
while he may have harbored exceptional talents, in the eyes of the world he was just
another anonymous local official.

Then came Feb. 24, and his courageous stand against the Russian occupiers. But then
he was led away in the hood, and has not been seen or heard from since.

The episode is part of what Ukrainian officials say is a pattern of intimidation and
repression by the Russian forces that is growing increasingly brutal. It also illustrates
a problem that Russia is likely to face even if it manages to pummel cities and towns
into submission: widespread hatred, simmering unrest and, possibly, revolt.

President Zelensky sought to tap into that public rage in two videotaped speeches
released on Saturday.



“The whole country saw that Melitopol did not surrender to the invaders,” he said.
“Just as Kherson, Berdyansk and other cities where Russian troops managed to enter
didn’t — temporarily managed to enter. And this will not be changed by putting
pressure on mayors or kidnapping mayors.”

He added: “Do you hear it, Moscow? If 2,000 people are protesting against the
occupation in Melitopol, how many people in Moscow should be against the war?”
Mr. Zelensky said he had raised the fate of the mayor in calls with the leaders of
Germany and France. In the United Nations Security Council, Ukraine’s ambassador
also asked the Russians to release him.

“We expect them, the world leaders, to show how they can influence the situation,”
Mr. Zelensky said. “How they can do a simple thing — free one person, a person who
represents the entire Melitopol community, Ukrainians who do not give up.”

Mr. Zelensky said what he called the “kidnapping” of the mayor was part of a
broader shift in tactics. “They have switched to a new stage of terror, when they are
trying to physically eliminate representatives of the legitimate local Ukrainian
authorities,” he said.

A new mayor, Galina Danilchenko, a former member of the city council, was
appointed by the Russians on Saturday, according to statements by other regional
officials on social media. Ms. Danilchenko was immediately denounced in various
posts as a “traitor.”

In a short video carried by Ukrainian news organizations, Ms. Danilchenko said her
that her main task was to adapt the city to “a new reality in order to as quickly as
possible live in a new way.” She proposed establishing some manner of “people’s
committee” to address critical issues for the city and the region.

Sergey Minko, who represents Melitopol in the Verkhovna Rada, the national
Parliament, accused the Russians of violating human rights. “The war is gaining
momentum,” he wrote on Facebook, “The occupiers are increasingly defying the
norms and principles of international law, in particular humanitarian law.”

He described Mr. Fyodorov as a “wonderful” mayor who had managed to keep city
services running during the invasion. When people waving the blue and gold of the
Ukrainian flag took to the streets of Melitopol last weekend, Mr. Fyodorov
encouraged the demonstration.

In his most recent post on Facebook, he thanked business leaders who were helping
the community in the moment of strife. “Together we will overcome anything!” he
said.

Facebook says Putin's move to shut it down in Russia proves it's 'bad for dictators.'
It's not that simple.
Isobel Asher Hamilton (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider
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Meta has taken a hard stance against Russia since the invasion of Ukraine began.
COO Sheryl Sandberg said social media is "bad for dictators.”
Experts told Insider that social media can be both a threat and beneficial to
dictators.

Meta has been trying to prove itself during Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Meta moved quickly to outline the steps it would be taking in response to the crisis.
The company's president of global policy, Nick Clegg, announced it was setting up
a team to tackle misinformation and hate speech as well as fact-check and tag any
false Russian state-media the same day Russian troops rolled into Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin launched a military assault in Ukraine
Thursday, with attacks having since been reported in the cities of Kharkiv, Kyiv, and
Odesa. According to The Times of England, at least 57 Ukrainians died on the first
day of the invasion.

With world leaders condemning Russia and Putin, sports teams and organizations, as
well as athletes, from across the globe are now moving to separate themselves from
the country and its leader.

Russia has hit back at Meta, blocking all access to Facebook in Russia last week and
moving this week to designate Meta as an "extremist organization."

Meta COO Sheryl Sandberg said during an interview at a Cartier-sponsored event
this week Russia took Facebook down because it poses a threat.
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"Social media is bad for dictators, that's why Putin took us down," Sandberg said.

It's a bold claim that positions Facebook and its parent company Meta as a direct
opponent to authoritarian rulers and governments.

Given Facebook's sensitive history of being a tool used by Russian disinformation
campaigns, locking horns with the Kremlin also provides a handy redemption arc for
the company.

But squaring up to Putin doesn't necessarily mean Facebook is a foil for dictators
everywhere.

"Whether or not Facebook is good for dictators is debatable and rather an
overstatement of the alleged importance or threat of Facebook,” Professor Dina
Matar, an expert in politics, communications, and media at the SOAS University of
London, told Insider.

AP/Richard Drew Meta COO Sheryl Sandberg.

"There is no doubt that historically speaking, authoritarian leaders (states) have
consistently moved to shut down Facebook along with other social media platforms
during moments of crisis or when their power was challenged," she said.

The time to stop Putin was in 2000, says former Ambassador McFaulean
"On the other hand, Facebook itself has inadvertently collaborated with
authoritarianism by blocking some users, including those fighting for human rights,”
Matar countered.

Professor Charlie Beckett, a specialist in media and journalism at the London School
of Economics, told Insider broadly speaking social media is bad for dictators — but
agreed it can be weaponized by anti-democratic forces.

https://www.businessinsider.com/how-mark-zuckerberg-reacted-to-learning-facebook-russian-election-interference-2021-7
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Both Beckett and Matar pointed to Myanmar, where Facebook admitted in 2018 its
platform was used by the state to perpetrate violence against the Rohingya Muslim
population.

Meta says it has improved its systems significantly since then, and the company's
former head of counter-terrorism policy, Brian Fishman, told Protocol in an
interview this week: "Facebook is way better at dealing with crises today than they
were when I first got there.”

But Myanmar isn't the only example, Matar also pointed to an Amnesty
International report from 2020, which said tech companies including Facebook and
Google were playing an "increasingly complicit role” in censorship crackdowns by
the Vietnamese government.

Professor Tomas Chamorro-Premuzic, a psychologist at University College London,
said social media has pros and cons if you're a dictator. He said social media
provides dictators with an "easy way to promote their own personality cult,” as well
as providing a tool for surveilling citizens.

Beckett also said taking a hard line against Russia is a relatively easy stand for
Facebook to take. "This is a fairly clear cut political issue in terms of which side
you're gonna stand on,” he said.

He also said that Meta's approach to Putin doesn't necessarily tell us whether it will
take an equally strong stand against other regimes.

"What about a populist government in Poland that's bringing in laws against gay
rights and so on? You can talk about a dictator that invades another country but what
about other authoritarian regimes — what's the cut-off point where you start taking
action,” he said.

"Is it only dictators that invade other democracies?” he added.

Serbia to reduce number of flights to Moscow after criticism
Associated Press

Associated Press

https://www.businessinsider.com/facebook-failures-in-myanmar-2018-11
https://www.protocol.com/policy/brian-fishman-exit-interview
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/3243/2020/en/


BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) — AirSerbia will go back to one flight a day to Moscow, the
Serbian president said, following criticism that the country's national carrier is
busting a European Union-wide ban on flights to Russia and profiting from the war in
Ukraine.

AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File - An Air Serbia passenger plane flies over Ada
bridge over the Sava river, before landing in Belgrade, Serbia, Aug. 6, 2021.

AirSerbia will go back to one flight a day for Moscow, the Serbian president said,
following criticism that the country's national carrier is busting a European
Union-wide ban on flights to Russia and profiting from the war in Ukraine.

Since the Russian invasion started over two weeks ago, AirSerbia has doubled the
number of flights to the Russian capital and introduced larger aircraft to increase the
number of seats for what has become its most profitable destination.

Associated Press FILE - An Air Serbia passenger plane flies over the "Old railroad
bridge” over Sava river, before landing in Belgrade, Serbia, Aug. 6, 2021.



AirSerbia will go back to one flight a day for Moscow, the Serbian president said,
following criticism that the country's national carrier is busting a European
Union-wide ban on flights to Russia and profiting from the war in Ukraine.

Beside some Turkish carriers, Serbia’s airline is the only European company that has
kept on flying to Russia since the international flight ban was announced after
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. That triggered criticism from both the EU and
Ukraine.

“Serbia is the only one in Europe with an open sky to Russia,” Ukrainian Deputy
Foreign Minister Emine Dzheppar tweeted. “Making money on (Ukrainian) blood is
unworthy of an EU candidate country.”

Serbia’s populist president, Aleksandar Vucic, said AirSerbia will go back to one
flight to Moscow a day following “the witch hunt” against his country.

“And will those who are leading the chase against Serbia in connection with the
flights to the capital of Russia be satisfied with that?” Vucic asked during a TV
interview last night.

Referring to Turkey, he complained that “no one will touch those in NATO, who are
partly in Europe and partly in Asia, and have 30 times more flights to Moscow than
Serbia.”
Vucic did not say when the flight reduction will start. There were two AirSerbia
flights scheduled for Moscow on Sunday.

Despite formally seeking EU membership, Serbia has refused to introduce
international sanctions against its ally Russia. EU officials have repeatedly warned
Serbia that it will have to align itself with the bloc's foreign policies if it wants to join.

Serbia’s dominant state-controlled media are unselectively carrying Moscow’s war
propaganda, creating a strong pro-Putin mood among Serbia’s ultranationalists and
far-right groups.

Unease and stoicism on Finland's Russian border
AFP

Alessandro RAMPAZZO



In her wooden, snow-covered house 20 minutes from Russia, Maija Poyhia wears a
traditional blue headscarf that her mother carried with her when fleeing the Soviet
invasion of Finland during World War II.

Alessandro RAMPAZZO The border between Finland and Russia, redrawn during
1939's Winter War, stretches 1,340 kilometres (830 miles)

In Finland, Russia's assault on Ukraine has stirred up some painful associations with
the 1939 Winter War, when Red Army troops attacked the Nordic country across their
shared border, which now runs to 1,340 kilometres (830 miles).

Alessandro RAMPAZZO Anna Helminen (R), city council chair in Imatra,
southeastern Finland, says the country's younger generation wants to live in a

"Western, international society"



As in Ukraine, the smaller Finnish army back then put up strong resistance and
inflicted heavy losses on the Soviets.

But Finland ended up ceding a huge stretch of its eastern Karelia province, driving
almost half a million Finns -- 12 percent of the entire population -- from their homes.

"My dad's childhood home is still on the Finnish side,” Poyhia tells AFP, although
her mother's family farm is now in Russia. "But back then, no one really understood
how the border went.”

A second war against the USSR followed, from 1941 to 1944, this time with Finland
in a de facto alliance with Nazi Germany.

In spite of the area's history, Poyhia and her husband, Seppo Laaksovirta, "are not
scared at all” of living so close to the Russian border, and the threat of another
invasion feels distant.

"I don't know anyone around here who's been saying we need to be on our toes,”
Laaksovirta says.

Russia's shock invasion of Ukraine on February 24 led to a spike in Finnish support
for joining NATO as a defence against possible aggression from the east, with polls
showing record levels in favour of membership.

Alessandro RAMPAZZO Businesses in Imatra, southeastern Finland, are desperate
for Russians to begin crossing the border once more to spend in the city's shops,

hotels and spas.

Laaksovirta supports joining the military alliance, a move he believes "would be of
more use than harm.”

"Nowadays, we've got arms from America and the West here,” he adds, "rather than
what we had in the 1960s, which was from Russia.”



Alessandro RAMPAZZO Russian Anastasia Petrishina, who has lived and worked
near Finland's Imatra for 10 years, has shelved plans to visit her daughter in St

Petersburg

- Strong cross-border ties -
In the 80 years since the Soviet invasion, Finns along the border have re-developed
strong cultural and economic ties with their eastern neighbours.

"The younger generations have learned to live, and want to live, in a Western,
international society,” says Anna Helminen, city council chair in Imatra, a town just
five kilometres (three miles) from the border.

A thousand of Imatra's 26,000 residents are Russian citizens, and the town "was
founded on Russian purchasing power,” Helminen tells AFP.

Imatra's businesses had been desperate for Russian tourists to begin visiting the shops,
hotels and spas again as the Covid pandemic waned.

"Now, of course, the same situation will continue,” Helminen says.
Plans for a rail link to St Petersburg and many other cross-border projects "all
disappeared overnight” after the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

"Daily contact and future projects have been stopped,” Helminen says.
"Our leaders and officials have said there's no immediate threat to Finland and we
want to believe that and see the future positively,” Helminen says.

"But, of course, this situation leaves its mark, including on interactions between
people.”

- 'Like a rat in a trap' -
Some Russian community groups have recently reported increased anti-Russian
sentiment in Finland, but mainly on social media.



Anastasia Petrishina, who has lived and worked close to Imatra for 10 years, says she
has not received any negative reactions from Finns since the war started.

Her Finnish friends "understand that Russia as a state is not the same as the Russian
people,” the pharmaceutical quality control manager tells AFP.

"But I can't be 100 percent sure how it's going to be in the future, especially for
people who don't know me personally.”

The mother of two says the outbreak of war has made her consider, "What does it
mean being a Russian person in Finland, in the EU, and staying outside Russia?”

She has shelved plans to travel to her native St Petersburg, even though her elder
daughter, in her 20s, is there.
"I don't want to be like a rat in a trap there,” unable to return to Finland, Petrishina
says.

Draconian new Russian laws threatening prison for anyone criticizing the Kremlin
mean Petrishina has only had minimal conversations with her relatives back home
about the war in Ukraine.

"I'm not ready to discuss these matters, because I prefer to keep them in safety.”
Petrishina says she is "an optimistic person in principle,” and believes things will get
better.

"But the question is, how much time does it take?”

UK's PM faces new scrutiny over Russian lord
AFP



Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson must answer "serious questions" over his
appointment of a Russian-born newspaper baron to the House of Lords, the Labour
opposition said Sunday after new media revelations.

Longstanding speculation about Johnson's friendship with Evgeny Lebedev -- whose
father was a KGB officer -- has revived since Russia invaded Ukraine.

The Sunday Times newspaper reported that Johnson was warned about granting a
peerage to Lebedev two years ago by Britain's foreign intelligence service MI6, but he
pressed ahead anyway.

The agency had flagged security concerns about the owner of London's Evening
Standard newspaper as long as a decade ago, and the then head of MI6 had refused
to meet him, it reported.

"In light of the further revelations today, I think the prime minister has got serious
questions to answer: What did he know? And did he override security advice?”
Labour leader Keir Starmer told Sky News.

Starmer has written to the commission that vets appointments to the House of Lords,
the unelected upper chamber of Britain's parliament, to demand an unprecedented
review of Lebedev's peerage.

Johnson in 2020 reportedly overrode objections by the commission to make his friend
"Baron Lebedev, of Hampton in the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames and
of Siberia in the Russian Federation”.
Their friendship dates from when Johnson became mayor of London in 2008.

Questions have been asked in particular about why Johnson attended a party at
Lebedev's Italian villa when he was foreign secretary in April 2018, without a security
detail.

Prior to that, in 2016, Lebedev was present at a pivotal meeting when Johnson and
his Conservative colleague Michael Gove thrashed out the position they would take in
Britain's upcoming Brexit referendum.

Gove, now a senior member of Johnson's cabinet, denied that the prime minister had
been foolish in his relationship with Lebedev.

"At no point did anyone ever say to me that it would be inappropriate to meet him and
to talk to him,” Gove told Sky on Sunday.
"Lord Lebedev has been clear through the pages of the Evening Standard... that he
wholeheartedly disapproves of this conflict. He's been critical of (Russian President)
Vladimir Putin's actions,” he added.

- Oligarchs sanctioned -
Last week Lebedev called on Putin to withdraw his troops from Ukraine, and said "I
am not a security risk to this country, which I love”.



But Lebedev has also praised Putin's devastating intervention in Syria, and suggested
that MI6 rather than Russian agents may have poisoned ex-KGB agent Alexander
Litvinenko with polonium in London in 2006.

Johnson, under pressure to reveal the extent of Russian donations to his ruling
Conservative party, has sanctioned seven oligarchs he said were among Putin's inner
circle.

They include the Chelsea Football Club owner Roman Abramovich.
But the dual-national Lebedev, who also owns Britain's Independent title, wrote in
Friday's Standard: "It is crucial we do not descend into Russophobia.”

US intelligence officials investigate satellite internet cyberattack in Ukraine, which
took place on day Russia invaded, reports say
Sam Tabahriti (stabahriti@insider.com) - Business Insider

Business Insider Viasat offices in Carlsbad, California. Reuters

US officials are probing the sabotage of satellite internet during Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. The cyber-attack began on February 24 between 5 a.m. and 9 a.m. local
time, Reuters reported.

Viasat, a high-speed satellite internet provider, said it was a deliberate event.
US intelligence agencies, along with Western allies, are investigating a cyber-attack
on satellite internet services in Ukraine, which occurred on the day of Russia's
invasion. Reuters first reported the story.

https://www.businessinsider.com/live-updates-russia-ukraine-crisis-2022-2?r=US&IR=T
https://www.businessinsider.com/live-updates-russia-ukraine-crisis-2022-2?r=US&IR=T
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/exclusive-us-spy-agency-probes-sabotage-satellite-internet-during-russian-2022-03-11/


The cyber-attack began on February 24 between 5 a.m. and 9 a.m. local time, just
as Russia entered Ukraine and launched its first attack, according to the news
agency.

Viasat, a telecommunication firm that provides internet connection to Ukraine, said in
a statement issued to Reuters that the disruption was triggered by a "deliberate,
isolated and external cyber event.”

Spokesperson Chris Phillips said in an email to Reuters: "The network is stabilized
and we are restoring service and activating terminals as quickly as possible,” adding
that the company was prioritizing "critical infrastructure and humanitarian
assistance.”

Large-scale Russian cyber-attack remains possibility for US. However, the hackers
were able to remotely access the modems due to a misconfiguration in the
"management section,” the spokesperson said.

Viasat had previously discussed the attack, telling CNBC on February 28 that "a
cyber event” had disrupted its satellite internet service in Ukraine.

At the time, it said: "Viasat is experiencing a partial network outage — impacting
internet service for fixed broadband customers in Ukraine and elsewhere on our
European KA-SAT network.”

Reuters reported that the attack had sparked the interests of Western intelligence
officials because Viasat acts as a defense contractor for the US and allies.

The US National Security Agency (NSA) is working with France's National Security
Agency of Information Systems (ANSSI), and Ukrainian intelligence figures to
determine whether the cyber-attack was caused by Russian-state-backed hackers.

Viasat, the NSA, and ANSSI did not immediately respond to Insider's request for
comment made outside of normal working hours.

President Vladimir Putin has described its unprovoked attack on Ukraine as
a "denazification" operation. Russia has been severely sanctioned as a result of the
invasion.

Meanwhile, Insider previously reported that Elon Musk sent Starlink satellite internet
systems to Ukraine in direct response to a plea from a Ukrainian government official
amid the invasion.

The lonely envoy: Moscow's man at the UN finds himself on the defensive
AFP
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TIMOTHY A. CLARY

It was the middle of an emergency session of the UN Security Council, late on the
evening of February 23, and Vassily Nebenzia looked shaken -- his face pale, his
shoulders sagging.

Russia, the country he represents at the United Nations, had just invaded Ukraine,
sending shock waves around the world that continue to reverberate today.
At 60, Nebenzia -- a bald man, massively built, who wears thin-framed glasses and
often fiddles with his watch -- was chairing the Council.

It was a shocking first for the UN: The man presiding over the august body dedicated
to defending global peace was also the representative of a nuclear power now waging
war against a democracy…

Did he know, when he opened the session and sat listening as his colleagues delivered
impassioned pleas for Moscow to pull back the armed forces surrounding much of
Ukraine -- that they had already invaded?

TIMOTHY A. CLARY Russia's ambassador to the UN, Vassily Nebenzia, waits for a
UN Security Council emergency meeting in New York on March 11, 2022.

More generally, does he believe the words in the speeches he reads?



"I don't know, but I believe not,” one UN official told AFP, speaking on grounds of
anonymity.

Several ambassadors said they shared that impression.
The Ukrainian ambassador, Sergiy Kyslytsya, regularly asks Nebenzia if he is
actually in touch with Moscow.

British envoy Barbara Woodward, a specialist in Russian and Chinese affairs,
reminded Nebenzia that "the great Russian writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn wrote:
'Man is given not only one life, but also one conscience.’”

"I know that you’ve spoken under instructions today, but I ask you to report faithfully
back to Moscow what you have heard today –- the urgency of this Council's calls for
peace.”
Nebenzia did not respond to an AFP request for an interview.

Former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine: History will see Putin's invasion as a 'blunder’
He has, in resigned tones, followed his government's line at emergency meetings of
the Council since war broke out, and further sessions are expected this week.

Under the exasperated eyes of his foreign colleagues, he has read speeches denying
media reports of the destruction of civilian sites.

In impromptu replies, he has on occasion used the word "war” -- a word banned by
Moscow in regard to Ukraine. But each time he has been careful to note that the word
was first used by his boss, Foreign Secretary Sergei Lavrov.
"The Russian system has never been as centralized,” said one Western ambassador,
speaking anonymously.

Russian diplomats "are excellent professionals, but they are not in a position to
interact with power, they are simply there to execute government dictates, whether
involved in preparing them or not -- and usually not.”

- Two things at once -
At the UN, Nebenzia is known for his deep mastery of the issues. His career has taken
him to Bangkok and Geneva, with a specialty in international organizations. He is
fluent in the arcana of multilateral maneuvering and uses his deep understanding of
procedure to his country's benefit.

Outside the sometimes theatrical jousting in the hallowed halls of the Security
Council, his relations with colleagues are cordial and polite -- and have remained so
since the invasion, according to several sources.

The ambassador is a man of culture with a sense of humor.
"I can do two things at the same time," he told AFP with a smile, after displaying the
surprising ability to deliver a speech in Russian while listening to its English
translation simultaneously on his headphones.



Russians are trained in this multi-tasking, his aides say. That allows them to ensure
that their addresses are rendered as precisely as possible in the language in which
most will hear them -- and to correct any errors on the spot, diplomats say.

At diplomatic receptions Nebenzia shows a convivial side. His favorite cocktail?
"Half vodka, half Champagne," he once told two French journalists.

Married and father of a son, the ambassador likes to take off on weekends on his
European motorbike -- a solitary hobby that goes well with the newly solitary status
thrust on him by the Ukraine crisis. But he is never far from the drama these days.

On February 28, during a news conference marking the end of his month leading
Russia's rotating presidency of the Security Council, he abruptly interrupted the
proceedings to answer his cell phone.

After listening for a moment without speaking, he hung up and announced -- adopting
a tone of victimized -- that the United States was expelling 12 members of his
diplomatic mission. Sources in Washington have said the 12 are spies -- with no
connection to the war. Diplomats later told AFP the 12 are members of the military.

Russia is "really getting desperate" in Ukraine, H.R. McMaster says
Nelson Oliveira - CBS News

Russia's intensifying onslaught on Ukraine suggests President Vladimir Putin and his
military are becoming increasingly "desperate," said former White House National
Security Adviser H.R. McMaster, who is joining CBS News as a foreign policy and
national security contributor.

CBSNews0314-ctm-ukrainemcmaster-mcmaster-921587-640x360.jpg



Despite Russia's claims that it doesn't target civilians, its forces continue to attack
urban areas, including a residential building outside Ukraine's capital where at least
one person was killed and several others were wounded Monday.

This comes a day after Russian missiles hit a Ukrainian military base less than 15
miles from the border with Poland, which is a member of NATO, killing at least 35
people. President, and it comes a day after Russian missiles hit a Ukrainian

Former National Security Adviser H.R. McMaster on Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
U.S. response. McMaster, a retired lieutenant general who served in the Trump
administration, said he expects Russia will do everything it can to try to intercept any
humanitarian assistance or shipping of supplies and military equipment to Ukraine.

"What you're seeing is that Russia is really getting desperate — not only with this
action to try to interdict the supply routes, but also with trying to lay the groundwork
for, maybe, the use of chemical weapons, which is concerning," McMaster said
Monday on "CBS Mornings.”

Last week, Russia called a U.N. Security Council meeting to discuss what it called
"the military biological activities of the U.S. on the territory of Ukraine.” The White
House denied the claim and denounced it as a "false flag effort.”

"This is a real sign of weakness,” McMaster said. "I think Russia — and Putin, in
particular — is in real trouble.” Despite the escalating rhetoric on biological and
nuclear weapons, McMaster said talking about a possible World War III is not
helpful.

"It kind of plays into Putin's hand,” he said. "What he's trying to do is to threaten an
escalation of the war so that we will throttle back on our support for Ukraine.”
McMaster also called out China for not condemning Russia's invasion of Ukraine and
said the West should use that to its advantage.

"What China's been doing is providing cover for Russia's mass murder of innocent
civilians, spouting the same narrative that this isn't really a war, calling it a 'special
military operation,' [and] also supporting these false claims of military bio-labs in
Ukraine,” McMaster said.

"And I think it's a tremendous moment for the free world to shift the balance back in
favor of the free world and away from these two authoritarian dictatorships,” he said.
Russian and Ukrainian officials were set to meet Monday for a fourth round of talks,
according to a senior adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

An exiled Russian oligarch says blocking all Putin's bankers and sanctioning all
oligarchs is the 'only thing' that will stop Russia's invasion of Ukraine
Grace Dean (gdean@insider.com) - Business Insider
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Mikhail Khodorkovsky told CNN the West needs to cut off all international cash flows
to Russia. Blocking Putin's bankers and sanctioning oligarchs is "the only thing that
will stop the war,” he said.

Khodorkovsky said that the invasion could bring about Putin's fall from power.
An exiled Russian oligarch who was once the country's richest person says that the
West needs to block all President Vladimir Putin's bankers and sanctions need to be
extended to every oligarch to deter Russia from continuing to invade Ukraine.

"That's the only thing that will stop the war,” Mikhail Khodorkovsky, former CEO of
Russian oil giant Yukos and an outspoken critic of the Kremlin, told CNN.
Western countries and trade blocs have placed heavy financial sanctions on
Russia after Putin sent troops to attack Ukraine.

The measures include banning transactions with Russia's central bank, cutting off
some Russian banks' access to the SWIFT international payments system, blocking the
trade of luxury goods, and freezing assets of Putin, other Kremlin leaders, and
individual oligarchs.

The sanctions are intended to hobble Russia's economy and cut off funding to its
military, and have so far sent the ruble to a record low and contributed to soaring
inflation. But some critics say the sanctions haven't gone far enough because they
haven't persuaded Putin to call off the invasion.

"The blow to the financial system has been enormous," Khodorkovsky told CNN. "But
at the moment, only 70% of the cash flows have been blocked."

"I've never advocated sanctions against Russia as a whole, but the financial flows
need to stop,” Khodorkovsky said.
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He said that to halt the invasion, the West needed to block the remaining 30% of cash
flows to Russia, including increasing the number of frozen Russian bank accounts and
blocking Putin's bankers.

"If we want to stop the war, then all the banking, all the bank accounts of Russia must
be frozen,” he said, adding that "there must be no exceptions.” Khodorkovsky said
that Russian oligarchs were "just Putin's footmen” and "cannot influence him.”

"However, he can use them as a tool of influence to influence the west,” he said.
"Therefore it is absolutely important to stop all of these purse-holders of Putin's until
the war ends. They all must be blocked. And that's the only thing that will stop the
war.”

He said that the sanctions would cause problems globally, but that these were
"incomparable” to the situation in Ukraine. Khodorkovsky said in a previous
interview with CNN that the invasion could bring about Putin's fall from power. He
repeated his prediction in his latest conversation with the broadcaster.

"If the West continues to support Ukraine, his own defeat is inevitable,”
Khodorkovsky said. "Since the start of the war, his stay, his term in power has been
reduced significantly.”

Khodorkovsky was CEO of Yukos, then Russia's largest oil company, between 1997
and 2004. He was briefly Russia's richest person in 2003, when Forbes put his net
worth at $15 billion.

In 2001, Khodorkovsky founded Open Russia, an anti-Kremlin political organization
focusing on democracy and human rights that was shut down by Russian authorities
in 2006. The second iteration of the group closed in 2021, which it said was because
of risk of criminal prosecution.

Khodorkovsky was arrested and charged with fraud and tax evasion in 2003 and and
was sentenced to nine years in prison in 2005. The European court of human
rights rejected Khodorkovsky's claim that his arrest was politically motivated, but
ruled that his rights had been violated.

In 2013, Khodorkovsky was pardoned by Putin and released from prison a year early.
He was exiled from Russia and now lives in London.
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