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Putin Suggests Russia Is Entering A Period Of Indefinite Expansion
Josh Kovensky - Talking Points Memo
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Vladimir Putin suggested on Thursday that it’s time for Russia to stay in the business
of territorial expansion — drawing direct allusion to long wars with the West to that
end.

It comes as the Russian army has spent weeks trying to take the Donbas — Ukraine’s
eastern region that, according to Kremlin propaganda, should be full of ethnic
Russians waiting for Moscow’s arrival.

Instead, and after earlier retreats from Ukraine’s north, Putin has found himself stuck
in a slow, slogging campaign. Russian rhetoric and saber-rattling has increased as
the stagnation continues.

So on Thursday, after visiting an exhibition dedicated to Peter the Great’s 350-year
anniversary, Putin remarked on how little had changed over the intervening
centuries.

“Peter I fought the Northern War for 21 years,” Putin remarked. “It seemed then,
fighting with Sweden, that he took something away … but he wasn’t taking anything
away, he was returning!”

Putin added that Peter I founded Russia’s imperial capital — St. Petersburg — on
territory taken from Sweden during that war.

“When he laid the new capital, not one country of Europe recognized this territory as
Russia, they all recognized it as Sweden’s,” Putin said.

“And there, since time immemorial, the slavs had lived alongside the Finno-Urgic
peoples, and this territory was located under the control of the Russian state.”



It’s another dubious history lesson from a leader who launched his war against
Ukraine with two lengthy lectures and an essay expounding on his view of the
circumstances that led to the creation of modern Ukraine, from Kyivan Rus to 1991.

But Putin inserted another reference in his Wednesday remarks: Peter the Great’s
campaign to take Narva, a city that’s currently part of Estonia.
Peter I fought two campaigns for the city — the first one, an embarrassing failure.
The second was a success.

“It’s the same in the Western direction, with Narva, his first campaigns,” Putin said.
“Why did he go that way? He was returning and fortifying [this land] — that’s what
he did.”

Putin added that Russia’s destiny today is the same: returning and fortifying lost
slavic lands.

“Judging from everything, it’s fallen to us to also return and strengthen,” he added.

“And if we start from these basic values forming the foundation of our existence, we
will unconditionally succeed in solving the tasks that stand before us.”

The Army’s ‘Arctic Angels’ Will Challenge Russia in Polar Warfare
Kyle Mizokami - Popular Mechanics

The U.S. Army has activated a new combat division—the first in several years.
The 11th Airborne Division, based in Alaska, will specialize in arctic warfare.
It’s part of the Army’s effort to stay relevant in the polar north, as well as the
Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. Army is standing up a new airborne division for the first time in more than
50 years. The 11th Airborne Division, the “Arctic Angels,” will reorganize Army
troops, based in Alaska, into a full-fledged combat division capable of deploying
throughout the arctic region—and beyond.

The move reflects the increasing importance of the planet north of the Arctic Circle,
as Earth warms and polar regions become ripe for economic exploitation.

On Monday, June 6, the Army officially activated the 11th Airborne Division at Fort
Wainwright and Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, the two main Army bases in
Alaska. A division typically has between two to four combat brigades under its
command. A division typically has between 11,000 and 16,000 troops, while a brigade
has between 3,000 and 4,000.
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Alejandro Pena The 11th Airborne Division shoulder patch, which was reintroduced
with the reactivation of the division.

The Army will transfer two brigades from the Hawaii-based 25th Infantry Division to
the 11th Airborne Division—the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team will become the
1st Brigade, 11th Division; while the 4th Brigade, 25th Division, will become the 2nd
Brigade, 11th Division.

The 2nd Brigade, 11th Division is one of only five airborne brigades in the U.S. Army
and the only one on the West Coast. The 1st Brigade, 11th Division will lose
its Stryker Infantry combat vehicles and convert to a helicopter-mobile unit along the
lines of the Army’s air-assault infantry units. The 1st Brigade will also be equipped
with the skills to “maneuver effectively in extreme cold weather environments.”
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Army photo/John Pennell/DVIDSA U.S. soldier carries a 2.75-inch rocket to load into
an AH-64 Apache helicopter at the Firebird LZ Forward Arming and Refueling Point

near Fort Wainwright, April 13, 2021.

The combination of airborne and air-assault troops will allow the “Arctic Angels” to
deploy by both parachute and helicopter, each of which has its own advantages and
disadvantages.

Airborne troops can deploy over vast distances, basically anywhere an Air
Force C-17 transport can drop them, but their mobility is limited to mostly walking on
foot once they land on the ground.

Air-assault forces must move their helicopters into the area of operations, a complex
process if the helicopters can’t self-deploy, but once in theater, can rapidly reposition
both paratroopers and air-assault forces.

The two types of forces could even complement one another in the arctic,
with paratroopers jumping to seize key terrain and set up forward-arming and
refueling points, creating lily pads for the division’s helicopters to jump to and from.
That could be a useful tactic for patrolling a large swathe of the arctic with a relative
handful of soldiers.
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Maj. Jason Welch/DVIDS Paratroopers use a Small Unit Support Vehicle (SUSV) to
establish defensive positions during Joint Pacific Readiness Multinational Readiness
Center rotation 22-02 near Fort Greely, Alaska, March 13, 2022. The aging SUSV

will be replaced by the CATV. The SUSV is also airdropped.

In addition to helicopters, the division will also utilize new Cold Weather, All Terrain
Vehicles (CATVs). The U.S. Army is in the process of selecting a new CATV to
replace its existing Swedish-made Bv206 Small Unit Support Vehicles (SUSVs).

SUSVs and CATVs are large, lightly-armored personnel carriers that use wide
articulated tracks to lower ground pressure, enhancing performance while driving
over snow.

Typically unarmed, arctic vehicles prioritize range and cargo capacity over firepower
and protection. Two companies, BAE Systems and Oshkosh Defense, are battling it
out to provide a next-generation vehicle.

The formation of the 11th Airborne Division is aimed at solving several problems.
For one, the U.S. Army in Alaska has been muddled since the end of the Cold War,
with units often under the command of a headquarters in Hawaii.
The formation of the 11th concentrates all Alaskan units under one command that can
concentrate on arctic warfare.

Second, the Army’s effort to remain relevant in the Indo-Pacific has been less than
successful, and the arctic is the next emerging frontier, so the Army is getting ahead
of the game here.

Third, Army troops in Alaska have experienced morale problems, with a harsh
environment, isolation, and less-than-stellar base facilities part of the problem.
Creating a new division is something of a morale booster.
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ALEXANDER NEMENOV - Getty Images Russian Pantsir SA surface-to-air missile
systems. Pantsir is typically installed on a military truck, but this system is fitted to a

white, painted tracked vehicle to facilitate movement over snow.

Global warming is making more of the arctic region accessible, as the increasingly
warming climate creates pathways through the Arctic Ocean for shipping, and opens
up previously-untapped natural resources for exploitation.

A number of countries have stepped up their activities in the high north, including
Russia. Although Russia has fared poorly in its invasion of Ukraine, its military
commitment to the arctic can’t be ignored.

The 11th Airborne Division was originally established in World War II at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. After fighting in the Philippines in the Pacific Theater, the
division was one of several that garrisoned Japan after V-E Day.

The division was reestablished in the late 1950s to test the use of helicopters in
combat. In 1965, it was reflagged as the 1st Cavalry Division and was one of the first
large combat units sent to Vietnam.

US military ground raid in Syria captures top ISIS leader
ABC News
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A rare U.S. military ground raid in northwestern Syria has captured a top ISIS leader,
according to the U.S.-led anti-ISIS coalition.

A U.S. defense official said there were no injuries to U.S. military personnel and no
damage to aircraft involved in the raid.
"Coalition forces detained a senior Daesh leader during an operation in Syria June
16,” Operation Inherent Resolve said in a statement.
"The detained individual was assessed to be an experienced bomb maker and
facilitator who became one of the group's top leaders in Syria.”

A U.S. official told ABC News the name of the ISIS leader captured in the raid is Hani
Ahmed al-Kurdi and described him as actively planning ISIS operations.
“Though degraded, ISIS remains a threat. We remain dedicated to its defeat. Last
night’s operation, which took a senior ISIS operator off the battlefield, demonstrates
our commitment to the security of the Middle East and to the enduring defeat of ISIS,”
said Gen. Erik Kurilla, the commander of U.S. Central Command, in a statement
provided to ABC News.

U.S. military ground raids into northwestern Syria are risky because they are carried
out far west from U.S. bases in eastern Syria in areas that are controlled either by
extremists or Syrian President Bashar al-Assad's government.
"The mission was meticulously planned to minimize the risk of collateral damage,
particularly any potential harm to civilians,” OIR said.
"There were no civilians harmed during the operation nor any damage to Coalition
aircraft or assets.”

U. S. military ground operations in northwestern Syria have targeted top ISIS leaders,
most notably Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, who killed himself during an October 2019 raid
near the border with Turkey that was carried out by the elite Delta Force.
V.
His successor, Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, detonated himself with an
explosion during a similar raid in February this year.
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"Coalition forces will continue to work with our partners, the Syrian Democratic
Forces and the Iraqi Security Forces, including the Peshmerga, to hunt the remnants
of Daesh wherever they hide to ensure Daesh's enduring defeat.,” Operation Inherent
Resolve added. Daesh is another name used to describe ISIS.

The terror group was militarily defeated in Syria in 2019 and since then, its leaders
have gone into hiding to prevent being targeted by U.S. forces.

However, ISIS fighters maintain a low-level insurgency in Iraq and Syria, and the
group continues to inspire followers in the West to commit violent attacks.

In January, ISIS mounted its largest operation since its military defeat, as hundreds of
ISIS fighters attempted to free thousands of terrorist fighters detained at a prison in
Hasakah in northeast Syria.

After 10 days of heavy fighting, U.S.-backed Syrian Kurdish forces, helped by U.S.
airstrikes, were able to retake the prison, though it is believed that several hundred
ISIS prisoners were able to flee.

Kurdish forces claimed that 374 ISIS fighters had been killed during the attempted
prison break.

U.S. forces detained a senior ISIS leader who defense officials say is an experienced
bomb maker during an operation in Syria on Thursday.

Macron Says Ukraine and Russia Must Eventually Talk
James Marson, Noemie Bisserbe & Marcus Walker - The Wall Street Journal

French President Emmanuel Macron said Ukraine would eventually have to hold
peace talks with Russia, while Ukrainian troops fought hard to hold back the Russian
invasion force in the country’s east.

https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/terrorism/isis


Serhii Korovayny for The Wall Street Journal Macron Says Ukraine and Russia Must
Eventually Talk.

“At some point, when we will have helped Ukraine as much as possible to resist,
when I hope Ukraine will have won and fighting will have stopped, we will have to
negotiate,” Mr. Macron told reporters while visiting French troops in Romania.

Mr. Macron’s comments underlined the view in Western European capitals such as
Paris and Berlin that the war will ultimately need a diplomatic solution. The
Franco-German emphasis on diplomacy is raising hackles in Europe’s East, where
several countries believe only a Russian defeat will safeguard wider European
security.

Mr. Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Italian Prime Minister Mario
Draghi are expected to visit Ukraine on Thursday for talks with President Volodymyr
Zelensky, although neither government has officially confirmed the trip.

Russia’s nearly four-month-old war on Ukraine shows no sign of ending or reducing
in intensity, as Moscow’s forces inch forward slowly in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas
region at a heavy cost in lives on both sides.

Ukrainian forces were holding out in the strategic city of Severodonetsk against
repeated Russian onslaughts, Ukraine’s military said Wednesday, underscoring the
difficulties Russian forces are facing in capturing urban centers where their
advantage in long-range artillery is less decisive.

While the U.S. and its European allies in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization have
united behind a policy of supporting Ukraine, including with arms and money,
differences have become apparent about how aggressively to arm Kyiv and what
Ukraine can realistically achieve on the battlefield.



France, Germany and some other Western European countries are pessimistic about
Ukraine’s chances of battling Russian forces back to their pre-invasion positions,
which is Kyiv’s declared goal.

Poland, the Baltic countries and others say faster delivery of heavy weapons is
needed to deal Russian President Vladimir Putin a lasting defeat that would
discourage more expansionism by Moscow in the future.

The U.S., although Ukraine’s biggest arms supplier, has also acted with a caution
that has frustrated Kyiv, reflecting concern in Washington that deeper involvement
could lead to an uncontrolled escalation into a direct conflict with nuclear-armed
Russia.

In a possible new challenge for the Biden administration, the State Department said it
is “aware of unconfirmed reports of two U.S. citizens captured in Ukraine,’’ a
spokesman said. “We are closely monitoring the situation and are in contact with
Ukrainian authorities.’’

The spokesman added: “We also once again reiterate U.S. citizens should not travel
to Ukraine due to the active armed conflict and the singling out of U.S. citizens in
Ukraine by Russian government security officials.’’

Mr. Macron on Wednesday didn’t repeat his recent comment that Russia shouldn’t be
humiliated, a formulation that sparked criticism in Eastern Europe, where Russian
expansionism is seen as an existential threat by countries that escaped from
Moscow’s domination at the end of the Cold War.

“We must not humiliate Russia so that the day when the fighting stops we can build
an exit ramp through diplomatic means,” Mr. Macron said in an interview with
French newspapers published on June 4.

Facing accusations of appeasement from Europe’s East, France has in recent days
reaffirmed its military support for Ukraine, including the delivery of modern
long-range artillery pieces. Mr. Macron stressed his desire for Ukraine to defend
itself successfully.

“The only desirable outcome of the conflict is either a military victory of Ukraine, or
at some point, a discussion, because fighting will have stopped, allowing an
agreement between Ukraine and Russia,” Mr. Macron said.

France and Germany have repeatedly said they won’t pressure Ukraine into making
territorial or other concessions, saying only Kyiv can decide which peace terms with
Moscow are acceptable.

However, NATO governments acknowledge that Ukraine’s bargaining position will
depend on its battlefield position. Increasingly, Ukraine’s military prospects are
being determined by its access to Western weapons systems, meaning that the U.S.
and European leaders hold enormous sway over Ukraine’s fortunes despite their
protestations of deference to Kyiv.



Mr. Macron reiterated his view that the West would have to find a modus vivendi with
Russia after the war is over.
“We, Europeans, we share a continent, and geography is stubborn: It turns out that at
the end of it, Russia is still there,” he said.

The French leader has sought to maintain a dialogue with Mr. Putin via numerous
telephone calls before and since the Kremlin launched its invasion of Ukraine on Feb.
24. Eastern European allies have criticized Mr. Macron’s efforts to talk to Mr. Putin,
saying the phone calls have yielded no results.

In the battle for Severodonetsk, Russian forces destroyed the last main bridge to the
rest of Ukrainian-held territory on Tuesday, impairing Ukraine’s supply lines to the
city that has become the war’s focal point in recent weeks.

Fighting in Severodonetsk continued on Wednesday after Ukraine repulsed Russian
assaults, the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said.

Oleksandr Stryuk, head of the military-civilian administration of Severodonetsk, said
some supply lines into Severodonetsk remain intact. Ukrainian forces are in control of
the industrial area of the city, including a large chemicals plant where civilians and
soldiers are taking refuge, and were attempting to push back Russian troops into the
center of town, Mr. Stryuk told Ukrainian television.

“It is getting harder, but our soldiers are holding back the enemy on three sides at
once,” said regional governor Serhiy Haidai.

The bitter resistance of Ukrainian troops in Severodonetsk follows a strategic
decision by Ukrainian commanders not to withdraw from cities that appear all but
lost, but to stand and fight, depleting Russian forces in close combat where their
artillery and air power offer fewer advantages.

“The losses, unfortunately, are painful. But we have to hold on,” Mr. Zelensky said in
an address late Tuesday. “It is vital to hold on there, in Donbas. The more losses the
enemy suffers there, the less strength they will have to continue the aggression.”

Ukraine’s military said on Wednesday that it had also largely repelled Russian
assaults around the city of Slovyansk, which Moscow’s forces have been trying to
surround in recent weeks. Still, the General Staff said there was a Russian advance
toward the village of Krasnopillya to Slovyansk’s northwest.

Mr. Zelensky issued an urgent appeal for more military aid from the West in a video
address late Tuesday. He called for modern antimissile systems, noting that Russia is
increasingly using Soviet-designed missiles that are less accurate and therefore more
dangerous to civilians.

Russian forces have used their artillery advantage to pummel Ukrainian forces and
push deeper into the country’s east in recent weeks. Mr. Zelensky has called with
growing urgency for more heavy weapons to counter the attacks.



Kyiv has complained loudly that Western hesitancy is costing Ukrainian lives as its
forces suffer heavy casualties against Russia’s preponderant artillery.
NATO countries and their allies on Wednesday pledged new weapons and military
systems to help Ukraine, following meetings of NATO defense ministers and
contributing countries in Brussels.

“We remain focused on Ukraine’s needs,” said U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin,
who hosted a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, comprising roughly 50
contributing countries.
“We’ll stay focused on it for as long as it takes.”

President Biden said he informed Mr. Zelensky on Wednesday that the U.S. would
provide another $1 billion in security assistance for Ukraine. The package includes
Harpoon anti-ship systems for the first time as well as 18 155 mm howitzers, 18
tactical vehicles to tow the howitzers, 36,000 rounds of ammunition, secure radios
and night-vision equipment. Mr. Biden also announced another $225 million in
humanitarian assistance to help people inside Ukraine.

The U.S. has been sending roughly $130 million a day in military aid to Ukraine plus
economic and other assistance. Congress has appropriated nearly $54 billion for the
Ukraine conflict since January.

Mr. Macron was in Romania on Tuesday and Wednesday to meet with his Romanian
counterpart, President Klaus Iohannis, and visit the Mihail Kogălniceanu base, which
is home to a new NATO force that includes about 500 French and 300 Belgian troops.

He is set to then head to Chisinau, Moldova’s capital, where he plans to meet with
President Maia Sandu.

Asked about his expected but unconfirmed visit to Ukraine, Mr. Macron only said new
talks were necessary.

Federal Reserve increases key interest rate by 0.75% in biggest hike since 1994.
What's that mean for economy and you?
Paul Davidson - USA TODAY
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WASHINGTON – The Federal Reserve rolled out the heavy artillery in its bid to fight
a historic inflation spike that has shown little letup.

Here's what the Federal Reserve's key interest rate hike means for your finances
The aggressive strategy is likely to further slow the economy and increases the risk of
recession. It has triggered a brutal market sell-off.

The Fed raised its key short-term interest rates by three-quarters of a percentage
point Wednesday – its largest hike since 1994 – to a range of 1.5% to 1.75%. It
downgraded its economic forecast.

More big moves may come. Fed officials forecast the federal funds rate will end 2022
at a range of 3.25% to 3.5% and next year at close to 4%, according to their median
estimate.

Will the Fed keep raising interest rates in 2022?
That suggests officials tentatively plan aggressive increases in July and
September before throttling back to more typical quarter-point increases the rest of
the year.

"I do not expect moves of this size to be common," Fed Chair Jerome Powell said of
Wednesday's hike.
That sent stocks higher, with the S&P 500, which fell into a bear market earlier this
week, closing up 54 points or 1.5%.
At a news conference, Powell said the Fed will probably choose between a half-point
and three-quarters of a point hike at its meeting in July.

"We thought that strong action was warranted at this meeting, and today we delivered
it," Powell said. "We aren't going to declare victory until we really see convincing
evidence, compelling evidence that inflation is coming down.”

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2022/06/15/fed-rate-hike-urgency-debt-mortgage/7621172001/


To put the Fed’s turnabout in perspective, the key rate began 2022 near zero, and its
half-point increase in March was the largest since 2000. At that time, officials
predicted the rate would rise to about 1.9% by December.

What does a rate hike do?
The Fed’s hike Wednesday and its new projections are likely to ripple through the
economy, sharply pushing up rates for credit cards, home equity lines of credit and
mortgages, among other loans. Fixed, 30-year mortgages have climbed to 5.23%
from 3.22% early this year on the expectation of Fed moves.

Americans, particularly seniors, should reap the benefits of higher bank savings rates
after years of piddling returns.

The Fed lifts rates to curb borrowing, cool off an overheated economy and fend off
inflation spikes. It lowers them to spur borrowing, economic activity and job growth.

Inflation shows little letup
Fed officials ratcheted up their rate hike plans amid signs that inflation appears more
entrenched than they thought, according to reports by Barclays and The Wall Street
Journal.

In early May, Powell suggested that half-point rate increases were likely at meetings
in June and July. Policymakers had no plans for a three-quarters point move, a view
that lifted financial markets at the time.

After starting to ease in April, the consumer price index surged 8.6% annually in May,
a 40-year high. Equally worrisome, the University of Michigan’s measure of
consumer inflation expectations, which can affect actual price increases, jumped last
month.

"We take that very seriously," Powell said. "It was quite eye-catching."
Barclays said the bump up in inflation expectations “raises the risk that a
self-reinforcing inflationary cycle could take shape.”

A three-quarters-point move sends “a resounding signal of the Fed’s resolve to guide
inflation back to its 2% target,” Barclays said.

The Fed expects its preferred yearly inflation measure, which is different from the
CPI, to drop from 6.3% in April to 5.2% by the end of the year, up from its March
estimate of 4.3%. It predicts a core reading that strips out volatile food and energy
items will be 4.3% at year-end, above its prior 4.1% projection.

Slowing the economy on purpose
The sharply higher interest rates are likely to further slow an economy that has been
moderating. The Fed said Wednesday it expects the economy to grow 1.7% in both
2022 and 2023, down from its March estimate of 2.8% and 2.2%, respectively,
according to officials’ median forecast.



It predicts the unemployment rate, just above a 50-year low at 3.6%, will rise to 3.7%
by the end of the year and 4.1% by the end of 2024. It had projected a decline to 3.5%
this year.

Economic output increased 5.7% last year, the most since 1984, on a reopening
economy, increasing COVID-19 vaccinations and massive federal aid to households.

The Fed’s bolder rate-hike strategy is an acknowledgment it’s more willing to tolerate
rising unemployment and the risk of recession to corral inflation, Barclays said.

Last month, Powell and other Fed officials said the job market was so vibrant they
probably could steer the economy to a “soft landing” of moderately slowing growth
that kept unemployment stable while taming inflation.

Powell said Wednesday he still believes such a scenario is possible, but "the pathway
for us to get there – it's not getting easier."

Though the labor market is robust, adding about 400,000 jobs a month in recent
months, the economy has begun pulling back because of soaring inflation and rising
interest rates. A measure of business investment rose less than expected in April. The
Commerce Department said Wednesday that retail sales fell 0.3% in May. Higher
mortgage rates are cooling the housing market.
Powell said, "(Consumer) demand overall is still very hot in the economy," and the
Fed aims to use higher rates to rein in inflation.

Normally, the Fed nudges up rates to contain inflation in a strong economy. It runs
the risk that a big rate increase will topple a slowing economy into recession by next
year.

Powell acknowledged the Fed's projected federal funds rate of close to 4% would be
"moderately restrictive," meaning it would hurt economic growth. He said he thinks
4.1% unemployment -- the Fed's estimate for late 2024 -- is historically low and
there's room to bring inflation back to the Fed's 2% target without tipping the
economy into recession.

Is the Fed raising rates too fast?
Some economists said the Fed is going too far. Inflation is likely to slow as supply
chain troubles ease and more Americans return to the workforce, relieving worker
shortages and rapid wage growth.

“Our objection to this more aggressive (Fed) action is that it is unnecessary because
the forces which have driven the recent inflation numbers are already fading,” Ian
Shepherdson, chief economist of Capital Economics, wrote in a note to clients.

The Fed was forced into its hard-nosed strategy because it underestimated inflation’s
staying power through most of last year. Officials said skyrocketing prices would
retreat quickly as supply problems were resolved and consumer purchases sparked by
the recovery from the COVID-19 downturn returned to normal.
Russia’s war on Ukraine and the delta variant of the coronavirus, in part, disrupted
that scenario.



Fed officials were more intent on supporting the recovering economy and ensuring
Americans came back to a favorable job market than on curbing inflation.

"Clearly, the FOMC was late to the game in responding to elevated inflation, and just
as clearly, they seem intent on making up for lost time," Richard Moody, chief
economist of Regions Financial, wrote to clients.

The central bank also said Wednesday it started shedding trillions of dollars
in Treasury bonds and mortgage-backed securities it has amassed to lower long-term
rates.

Rather than sell the bonds outright, which could disrupt markets, the Fed plans to
gradually trim its holdings by not reinvesting the proceeds from some of the assets as
they mature.

Ukrainian Farmers Poison Russian Troops with Spiked Cherries as Guerrilla War
Terrifies Invaders
Allison Quinn - The daily Beast

The Daily Beast

Russian authorities have gone all out to tighten their grip on cities taken over by
Putin’s troops in eastern Ukraine, but ordinary citizens are fighting back—with arson
attacks and poisoned fruit.

The latest surprise for Russian troops came in Melitopol, where Mayor Ivan
Fyodorov said local farmers had caused “mass illness” among Russians by poisoning
cherries.

“Our farmers prepared another gift for the [Russians]—recently treated sweet
cherries, which caused mass illness among those who stole them from the farmers.



It’s the latest kind of partisan resistance on the territory of Melitopol,”
Fyodorov told local reporters on Thursday.

He said pro-Ukrainian sentiment remains strong in the city, despite Russian
authorities portraying themselves as saviors who “rescued” residents from Ukraine.

“Melitopol residents fully ignored the celebration of Russia Day. The whole country
saw—last Sunday only 15 people out of 70,000 residents who stayed in the
temporarily occupied city stood in line for [Russian] passports,” he said.

Even Russian troops in the Kherson region appear to be keenly aware of the
Ukrainian resistance, according to audio released Thursday by Ukraine’s Security
Service.

In a nearly two-minute recording of what Ukrainian intelligence describes as an
intercepted call between Putin’s troops, a man identified as a soldier tells his friends
the guys on the front line there are “going crazy.”

“Where they are located… no one is sure about the locals: who they are, what they’re
doing. Maybe they are fucking with us at night, while they’re peaceful people during
the day. No one can be trusted. An old woman walking around with pies might be a
fucking colonel acting as an artillery spotter at night.”

Russian authorities have begun opening up passport processing centers in the
occupied territories, and in Kherson, residents were informed this week that any
babies born after Feb. 24 would automatically be given Russian passports, Russia’s
RIA-Novosti news agency reported.

But Ukrainian residents are not letting them get off easy for the forced “Russification.”
A new report by the Institute for the Study of War this week listed a series of recent
guerrilla-style attacks by Ukrainian partisans in cities including Berdyansk and
Mariupol.

“Russian authorities are continuing to face difficulties implementing their occupation
agendas due to pro-Ukrainian pressure in occupied areas,” the report noted,
describing teachers “refusing to teach under Russian curricula” in Berdyansk and
“unidentified Ukrainian partisans” targeting staffers of Russia’s Emergency Ministry
in Mariupol.

Petro Andriushchenko, an aide to the Mariupol mayor, described the latter incident in
a post on Telegram on Wednesday.

He said two tractors and three large truck trailers parked outside the Russian
Emergency Ministry’s headquarters “suddenly” went up in flames on July 9 due to an
arson attack.

Two days later, he said, on the eve of the city’s “Day of Russia” celebrations, a
staffer for the same ministry was stabbed in the back while standing in a crowd.
“The injury turned out to be fatal,” he said.
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“We’re talking to you, scum. Start looking behind you. Retribution is already near.”

Biden Threatens Oil Companies For Not Refining More Gasoline — There’s Just
One Problem
Thomas Catenacci - The Daily Caller (DC)

Nicholas Kamm/AFP via Getty Images President Joe Biden speaks at an AFL-CIO
convention at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in Philadelphia on June 14.

(Nicholas Kamm /AFP via Getty Images)

President Joe Biden wrote a letter Wednesday to oil industry executives, warning
them he would take action if they don’t boost refining output, Axios reported.

Biden warned the leaders of seven major U.S. oil producers and refiners —
Exxon-Mobil, Chevron, BP America, Shell USA, Phillips 66, Marathon and Valero —
that he was “prepared to use all reasonable and appropriate Federal Government
tools and emergency authorities” to increase petroleum refinery capacity and output,
according to the letter obtained by Axios.

The average price of gasoline nationwide hit a record $5.02 per gallon Tuesday while
the average price of diesel fuel hit an all-time high of $5.78 a gallon
Wednesday, according to AAA data.

“I understand that many factors contributed to the business decisions to reduce
refinery capacity, which occurred before I took office,” Biden wrote in the letters.

“But at a time of war, refinery profit margins well above normal being passed
directly onto American families are not acceptable.”

“With prices for your product where they are today, you have ample market incentive
to take these actions, and I recognize that some of you have already begun to do so,”
he continued.

However, U.S. refining capacity utilization surged to 91.3% in March, its highest rate
since June 2021, and is expected to average 94% between
July-September, according to a June 7 report from the Energy Information
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Administration (EIA). Refining utilization measures how much fuel refiners produce
from crude oil inputs relative to their total production capacity.

A worker exits the Marathon Galveston Bay Refinery on May 10 in Texas City, Texas.

The EIA noted that, while refinery utilization will continue to increase over the
upcoming months, total output will remain relatively low since total domestic capacity
has dropped by 900,000 barrels per day since 2019.

Total U.S. operable refinery capacity peaked at nearly 19 million barrels per day in
early 2020, but has since fallen to about 17.9 million barrels per day, the latest
federal data showed.

In addition, the last major refinery to be constructed in the U.S. was Marathon Oil’s
facility built in Louisiana in 1977. Industry groups and experts blamed the declining
capacity and lack of new refineries on environmental regulation and projected fuel
demand decline in the future as governments push green energy alternatives.

“While we appreciate the opportunity to open increased dialogue with the White
House, the administration’s misguided policy agenda shifting away from domestic oil
and natural gas has compounded inflationary pressures and added headwinds to
companies’ daily efforts to meet growing energy needs while reducing emissions,”

Mike Sommers, the CEO of fossil fuel industry group American Petroleum Institute,
said in a statement Wednesday.

Biden added in his letters that Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm will host an
emergency meeting on domestic refining capacity.

The White House, Energy Department and five companies Biden wrote to Wednesday
didn’t immediately respond to requests for comment from The Daily Caller News
Foundation.

A Shell spokesperson said the company didn’t have an immediate response to the
letter in an email and BP America declined to comment.

Top U.S. General Reveals Grim Assessment of Ukraine’s Battlefield Deaths
Paul D. Shinkman - U.S. News & World Report
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The top U.S. military officer on Wednesday confirmed staggering statistics of the
Ukrainian military’s battlefield losses as their war with Russia devolves into a
grinding, one-sided artillery battle in the country’s east.

Speaking alongside Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin in Brussels after meeting with
allies involved in supporting Ukraine, Gen. Mark Milley said public assessments that
as many as 200 Ukrainians soldiers are dying every day match the American
military’s understanding of the battlefield carnage.

The Ukrainian military is suffering from roughly 100 killed-in-action every day, and
100 to 300 wounded-in action, said Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
His comments came shortly after a Ukrainian official leading negotiations with
Russia stated as many as 1,000 Ukrainian troops are dying every day.

Milley offered a grim analysis of whether these levels are sustainable for the forces
loyal to Kyiv.

“This is an existential threat. They’re fighting for the very life of their country,” the
veteran commander of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan said.

“So, your ability to endure suffering, to endure casualties is directly proportional to
the object to be attained.
“If the object to be attained is the survival of your country, you’re going to sustain it,”
he concluded, provided adequate leadership remains in place and the military
receives the equipment it needs to keep fighting.

That last point has come under particular scrutiny in recent days. Questions have
emerged among analysts – and echoed by some Ukrainian officials publicly – that the
Biden administration has not acted swiftly enough in arming Ukraine’s army while
also standing by its stated goal of not provoking Russia into a broader war elsewhere
in Europe.

https://www.axios.com/2022/06/15/ukraine-1000-casualties-day-donbas-arakhamia


Ukrainian military officers operating on the front lines imparted to U.S. News this
week their deep frustrations with the inadequacies of the quantity and sophistication
of the equipment they’re currently fielding, particularly given what they consider a
proven track record of learning how to use advanced systems swiftly.

One officer, speaking on the condition of anonymity, drew particular attention to the
Ukrainian military’s inability to proactively defend against Russian artillery along
with the need for modern armed drones – two particular features that, he says, should
surprise no one who has followed the character of Russian operations since it first
invaded Ukrainian territory in 2014.

Moments before Milley and Austin’s remarks, the White House announced the U.S.
would send a new aid package of $1 billion in military supplies – to include artillery
and coastal defense systems as well as ammunition – and $225 million in
humanitarian assistance.

But it remains unclear whether that will sufficiently offset the realities on the ground
in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine, where U.S. officials acknowledge Russia
has longer-range artillery cannons and many more of them – by a factor of 10 or even
20 – combined with sophisticated drones and other “standoff” weaponry that allow
its forces to operate at a relatively safe distance.

Milley himself said Wednesday that “the numbers clearly favor the Russians in terms
of artillery. In terms of the numbers, they outgun and outrange.”

Austin on Wednesday dismissed questions about claims from Ukraine’s deputy
defense minister that the U.S. and its allies have only provided only 10% of what Kyiv
has requested.

The Pentagon has acknowledged that it is not willing to provide some advanced
systems because they would require too much training for the Ukrainian military to
make their delivery worthwhile.
“We’ve remained focused on Ukraine’s needs,” Austin said Wednesday.
“We understand what those needs are.”

When pressed later by a reporter about the deputy minister’s comments, Austin added,
“We just spent time with his boss in the room next door.”

He said they had “gone down line by line” with what Ukraine has requested, as well
as – he added notably – “what is relevant in this fight.”

Israel and Iran: Five minutes to Armageddon?
Mark Toth (Opinion Contributor) - The Hill
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Israel and Iran are rapidly approaching an inflection point over Tehran’s nuclear
program, and what was the atomic equivalent of a controlled clash between the two
countries is now devolving into an unconstrained chain reaction.

In late May, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the United Nations
agency tasked with globally overseeing nuclear technology and use, reported that
Iran possesses enough fissile material to construct a nuclear bomb.

Jerusalem’s long-feared specter of Tehran becoming an existential threat to Israel is
now very real and imminent.

Iran’s amassing of 95 pounds of highly enriched uranium (HEU) is deeply concerning.
Sufficient HEU mass is required for a nuclear chain reaction to sustain itself and
Tehran has ominously crossed that minimum threshold.

More telling, however, is Iran’s decision to enrich its HEU stockpile to 60 percent —
a level significantly beyond the 3 percent to 5 percent HEU enrichment needed to
produce fuel for medical experiments and nuclear power plants. Spoken or not,
Tehran is clearly aiming for 90 percent HEU enrichment, the level necessary to build
an atomic bomb.

For Israel, it is 1981 redux — when then-Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and
his security Cabinet authorized Operation Babylon to destroy Saddam Hussein’s
Osirak nuclear facility.

Iraq’s atomic threat was largely theoretical in nature in 1981; Iran’s today is far
more dire and will be exponentially more difficult to eliminate. The ayatollahs have
been down this path before, targeting Israel and Saudi Arabia.

Known as the Amad Plan, Iran intended to build five 10-kiloton nuclear warheads by
2003, according to documents seized from a Tehran warehouse in 2018 by Mossad,
Israel’s espionage agency. Iran even had begun developing an atomic test site in the
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“Mars-like dead zone” of the Lut Desert, roughly 500 miles northeast of Dubai or
1,500 miles east of Tel Aviv.

Guardrails aimed at avoiding this crisis — tenuous as they were — are fast
dissipating. The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is all but dead.

Brokered by the Obama administration in July 2015, the accord was intended to
severely curtail Iran’s ability to develop nuclear weapons. The Trump administration
badly undercut the JCPOA by unilaterally withdrawing in May 2018.

The agreement was by no means perfect; however, it did serve to stunt Iran’s uranium
enrichment while buying Jerusalem valuable time to plan and refine military options,
if needed.

Despite stated interest in returning the U.S. to the JCPOA, President Biden failed to
capitalize on the five-month window of opportunity he had at the beginning of his
administration to engage Tehran’s moderates. Hard-liners ended up dominating
Iran’s June 2021 elections, resulting in arch-conservative Ebrahim Raisi being
elected as Iran’s new president.

Iran under Raisi is increasingly combative and non-cooperative. On June 6, Rafael
Grossi, director-general of the IAEA, reported to the agency’s board of governors
that Tehran had failed to provide “explanations that are technically credible” with
respect to finding nuclear materials at “three undeclared locations in Iran.”

Further, Iran began installing “advanced IR-6 centrifuges” in clusters, thereby
chillingly accelerating Tehran’s enrichment of uranium by as much as 50 percent.

In response, the IAEA board censured Tehran, resulting in Iran cutting off IAEA
camera feeds that monitored Iran’s nuclear activities. Grossi believes, if left
unaddressed, the IAEA’s inability to evaluate Iran’s atomic sites in real time likely
will be a “fatal blow” to the JCPOA.

The Pentagon fully realizes that time is not on Israel’s side, nor that of the U.S. and
its allies. In March, now-retired Gen. Kenneth McKenzie, then commander of U.S.
Central Command, testified in a Senate hearing that Iran has “3,000 ballistic
missiles,” including variants capable of reaching Tel Aviv, while assessing Tehran’s
nuclear “breakout” is now measured in “weeks,” not “months.”

Israel concurs. Prime Minister Naftali Bennett acknowledged on June 12 Iran is
“dangerously close to getting their hands on nuclear weapons.” Earlier, Jerusalem
— in an atypical disclosure for Israel — declared it has sufficiently extended the
range of its U.S.-supplied Lockheed Martin F-35I Adir stealth fighter-bombers to
complete any missions tasked to them in Iran.

Israel’s message to the ayatollahs was loud and clear: Israel can reach deep inside
Iran and exit Iranian air space unseen. Either abandon pursuit of nuclear weapons or
risk getting hit.
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If forced to attack Iran’s nuclear program, Israel’s primary target would be
destroying the centrifuges enriching HEU in Natanz, Fordow and elsewhere — all of
which are buried deep underground.

It is the only military means by which Jerusalem could avert Tehran from reaching
the 90 percent HEU enrichment level. Numerous tertiary targets also would need to
be eliminated. Iran Watch lists 38 known nuclear-related sites in total.

Jerusalem’s planning must anticipate Hezbollah, Hamas and other Tehran-backed
militias aggressively responding in kind if Israel launches a raid into Iran.

In all likelihood, before Israel’s air forces could return to Israeli airspace, massive
volleys of rocket fire would be hitting the country from Lebanon, Gaza and Syria —
and possibly even from Iran itself. Striking Iran’s nuclear facilities would be only the
beginning, not the end, of a hot war between Israel and Iran.

Prepared or not, Israel and Washington both appear to be out of time — Iran’s threat
is substantial, and it is only intensifying. Until now, Jerusalem’s “war between wars”
covert approach against Iran was sufficient to tactically frustrate Tehran’s nuclear
ambitions, largely via sabotage and assassinations of key Iranian nuclear physicists.

It no longer is — not when HEU is 60 percent enriched. Measured in Doomsday
Clock terms, it is five minutes to midnight in Jerusalem and Tehran — and in
Megiddo, the historical biblical site of Armageddon in Israel.

*** Mark Toth is a retired economist, historian and entrepreneur who has worked in
banking, insurance, publishing and global commerce. He is a former board member
of the World Trade Center, St. Louis, and has lived in U.S. diplomatic and military
communities around the world, including London, Tel Aviv, Augsburg and Nagoya.
Follow him on Twitter @MCTothSTL.

New $1B U.S. Aid Includes Harpoon Missiles, More Precision Rockets For
Ukraine
Dan Parsons - The Drive

The Drive
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Another $1 billion in U.S. military aid for Ukraine, including more long-range
artillery and Harpoon anti-ship missile systems, was approved on June 15. The White
House announced the package shortly before Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
emerged from a meeting of 50 nations with a list of international military aid
promised to Ukraine alongside the latest U.S. pledge of support.

The Drive Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III greets Ukrainian Minister of
Defense Oleksii Reznikov at the third meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group
at NATO headquarters, Brussels, Belgium, June 15, 2022. (DOD photo by Chad J.

McNeeley)

The new aid package includes a presidential drawdown — the 12th since August 2021
— of security assistance valued at up to $350 million, as well as $650 million in
Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative (USAI) funds.

Included in the draw-down is:
18 155mm Howitzers;36,000 rounds of 155mm ammunition;18 Tactical Vehicles to
tow 155mm Howitzers; Additional ammunition for High Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems (HIMARS);Four Tactical Vehicles to recover equipment;Spare parts and
other equipment.

USA funding includes "near-term priority capabilities to defend against Russian
aggression”:
Two Harpoon coastal defense systems;Thousands of secure radios;Thousands of
Night Vision devices, thermal sights, and other optics; Funding for training,
maintenance, sustainment, transportation, and administrative costs.

The two U.S. RGM-84 Harpoon systems will join an unspecified number of the
anti-ship missiles and two shore-based launchers Denmark donated to Ukraine in
May.
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Austin did not say how many missiles, which variants or what type of launchers will
be sent to Ukraine, but did say that a "system” includes munitions, a launcher, and a
trained crew to operate it. Bloomberg reporter Anthony Capaccio tweeted that the
package includes two vehicle-based launchers but no missiles.

The Drive U.S. Soldiers assigned to 41st Field Artillery Brigade load M270 Multiple
Launch Rocket Systems for a live fire exercise at the 7th Army Training Command's
Grafenwoehr Training Area, Germany, March 11, 2022. The deployment of U.S.
forces here is a prudent measure that underpins NATO's collective war-prevention
aims, defensive orientation and commitment to protect all allies. (U.S. Army photo by

Gertrud Zach)

https://twitter.com/ACapaccio/status/1537105951303557123

U. S. Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) in May awarded Boeing a contract to
design, produce, test and deliver a "mobile coastal defense cruise missile capability
supporting Building Partner Capacity,” using the Harpoon missile.

It is unclear if that system is meant for Ukraine, but the U.S. military does not have a
ground or vehicle-based launcher for the missile systems, although its missiles could
be used in Danish launchers. Britain and the Netherlands also are considering
sending Harpoon systems to Ukraine.

https://twitter.com/Orgetorix/status/1537152274430148609

“Now, our allies and partners have also risen to the moment,” Austin said.
“We heard some significant announcements this afternoon about new security
assistance packages for Ukraine, and many countries are providing Ukraine with
urgently needed systems and ammunition. Other friends have made new commitments
to train Ukraine's forces and sustain its military systems, but there are too many
countries to properly thank.”

Much of the pledged assistance aims to establish an arsenal of NATO-standard
long-range artillery for Ukrainian forces to use against Russia in the Donbas. Austin
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singled out a commitment from Germany to send three M270 Multiple Launch Rocket
Systems (MLRS) – which the German military refers to as MARS II – with
precision-guided ammunition to Ukraine. Along with the M142 High Mobility
Artillery Rocket Systems from the U.S. and three M270s from the U.K., Ukraine will
soon have 10 precision artillery rocket systems.

U.S. soldiers fire an M777 howitzer at Fort Carson, Colorado. U.S. Army photo by
Pfc. Joshua Zayas

U.S. Army Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the first
HIMARS system should be transferred to Ukrainian Army service by the end of June.
He said the first class of 60 Ukrainian troops graduated from HIMARS
training conducted by U.S. troops in Germany on June 15.

Ukrainian soldiers fire a French Caesar 155mm self-propelled howitzer. Aris
Messinis via Getty Images

New $1B U.S. Aid Includes Harpoon Missiles, More Precision Rockets For Ukraine.
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“We and other countries are building a platoon at a time to certify the Ukrainians to
make sure that they can properly employ and maintain the system. Within a few weeks,
the Ukrainians will have trained long-range rocket artillery in the flight,” Milley said
in Brussels.

Ten guided rocket systems may not sound like a significant number of weapons to turn
the tide of the all-out battle in the Donbas, which Milley described as akin to World
War I trench warfare with massive artillery exchanges across relatively static lines.

Ukrainian officials say they need 1,000 howitzers, 300 MLRS weapons and 500 tanks,
among other weapons, to bring an end to the war.

He and Austin cautioned lumping precision-guided MLRS systems in with Russian
massed artillery, which is far less accurate and uses far more ammunition. The War
Zone explored the advantages of guided MLRS systems and how Ukraine could
employ them in this in-depth piece.

“These are precision munitions,” Austin said.
“With a properly trained crew, They will hit what they're aiming at, and it provides
some pretty good capability in terms of distance. … Over time, we think the
combination of what we, the allies and partners can bring to the table will make a
difference. But again, this is a different kind of capability than what you've seen from
other multiple launch rocket systems.”

Milley said the 10 promised systems would come with an initial package of 100
guided rockets but that the “capability will build” as more Ukrainians are trained to
employ the precision weapons against specific high-value Russian targets.

“Because it's a precision weapon, the amount of ammunition that we’re giving, if they
use it properly — and we just ran the certification exercise in the last 48 hours for
these guys — if they use the weapon properly and it's employed properly, they ought
to be able to take out a significant amount of targets, and that will make a difference
in combination with the 777s,” Milley said.

Milley rated Ukrainian artillery units as “top-notch gunners” that are “very, very
good” at using the M777 towed howitzers — with both conventional and
rocket-assisted projectiles that extend their range — and other NATO-standard
155mm artillery systems like the French Caesar self-propelled howitzer against
superior numbers of Russian cannons. The same precision and effectiveness are
expected of Ukrainian troops armed with HIMARS, he said.

“The Russians are using artillery just to mass fire on Ukrainian positions, but also
civilian populations in urban areas … without necessarily achieving military effect,”
Milley said.
“The Ukrainians, on the other hand, are using much better artillery techniques, and
they have a pretty good effect on the Russians. The Russians have lost probably
somewhere in the tune of 20 to 30 percent of their armored force. That's significant.
That's huge. So the Ukrainians are fighting very effectively, tactically with both fires
and maneuver.”
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Those precision munitions are most effective when augmented with conventional
artillery like the M777 towed howitzer, which the U.S. and its allies are eager to
furnish the Ukrainian Army.

Canada, on June 15, promised 10 replacement barrels for M777 howitzers. A need for
new barrels for howitzers already in the fight could indicate that barrels are wearing
out or there are concerns that they might through heavy use dueling Russian artillery
in the east.

So far, about 420 Ukrainian troops have been trained by U.S. and allied troops to
operate the M777, Milley said. Another 300 have been trained on the M109
self-propelled howitzer, he said.

Poland and the Netherlands also pledged NATO-standard howitzers and ammunition,
Austin said. About 400 artillery pieces — not counting rocket artillery — have either
reached Ukraine or are promised.

“These are key investments in Ukraine's long-range fires capabilities, and they’ll be
crucial to Ukraine's efforts to repel Russia's assault in the Donbas,” Austin said.
V. S. President Joe Biden informed his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy
of the boost in aid in a Wednesday morning call.

He reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to stand by Ukraine in defending its democracy
“and support its sovereignty and territorial integrity in the face of unprovoked
Russian aggression.”

Meanwhile, Adam Smith, chairman of the powerful House Armed Services Committee,
accused the administration of slow-rolling longer-range weapons to Ukrainian forces.
So far, the U.S. has donated artillery and other weapons capable of striking Russian
targets inside Ukraine.

It has stopped short of sending weapons like the Army’s Tactical Missile
System (ATACMS) — with a maximum range of 187 miles — or long-endurance
drones like the MQ-1C Gray Eagle that could allow Ukraine to strike targets deep
within Russian territory.

Smith told reporters on Wednesday that the U.S. needs to be “more aggressive” with
the weapons it is sending Ukraine. “When it comes to drones and when it comes to
long-range artillery, we've been too cautious,” Smith said at a Defense Writers Group
meeting in Washington, D.C., according to Voice of America reporter Jeff Seldin.

“I don't agree with the president's take that we can't give the Ukrainians anything
capable of striking Russia. … We should give them [#Ukraine] more of that”
“We could be doing more with the type of weapons we're sending,” Smith said.
“We need to be giving more sophisticated systems, particularly when it comes to
drones and long-range artillery.”

For their part, Milley and Austin said that official requests for military assistance
from Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov, with whom they had just huddled,
are being met and exceeded.
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There is no foreseeable cap on the amount of military assistance NATO will need to
send for Ukraine to turn back the Russian tide slowly rolling westward.

A security assistance program that began with only defensive weapons has expanded
to include conventional artillery, tanks, guided rockets, and now anti-ship missiles.

If more sophisticated and longer-range weapons are what’s needed to secure some
sort of victory for Ukraine eventually, it is more likely now that NATO will indeed
send them.

Grim ending for UK journalist and Brazilian indigenous expert missing in Amazon
rainforest
Naiara Galarraga Gortázar - El Pais USA

BRUNO KELLY (Reuters)

The discovery on June 15 of two bodies buried in a remote area of Brazil’s Amazon
rainforest ended the agony of friends and family waiting for news of indigenous
expert Bruno Pereira and British journalist Dom Phillips, who had been missing for
11 days.

Police were only able to find the bodies after a poacher, the first suspect arrested in
the case, confessed to murdering and burying the two men, and then sinking their boat
in the Itaquai River.

It was the outcome everyone feared after almost two weeks of an intensive search
along the stretch of river where the men disappeared on June 5. Their violent death in
the Javari Valley–an area the size of Panama where at least 10 uncontacted
indigenous groups live–is much more than a tragic incident.

A June 16 editorial in the Folha de S. Paulo newspaper said, “The tragedy clearly
shows that the [Brazilian] Amazon is a region awash in lawlessness that is
encouraged by [President] Bolsonaro.”



Eleven days of agony
Wednesday, June 15. The indigenous trackers who mobilized a few hours after the
two men were reported missing focus their search on a jungle area furrowed by a
meandering river. Security forces joined in the search a day after the disappearance
was reported.

The search centers on a 10-square-kilometer area where the river makes several turns,
and which is relatively close to the town of Atalaia do Norte. One of the detained
suspects, Amarildo da Costa, a fisherman also known as Pelado, confesses to the
crime, and leads the police to the ditch where he buried the bodies.

Hours later, the police hold a press conference to report that two bodies had been
found, and provide some initial details about the circumstances of the disappearance.

10 days earlier—Sunday, June 5. Phillips, a contributor for The Guardian, and
Pereira, employed for 10 years by FUNAI, the Brazilian government agency
responsible for protecting the country’s indigenous peoples, were returning to Atalaia
do Norte after a trip upriver to Jaburu Lake.

Phillips went there to interview some local men who manned a guard post to detect
illegal invasions of Javari land, colleagues of the indigenous trackers who later
searched for the missing men.

The guards belong to Univaja, an association of ethnic groups that have joined forces
to defend indigenous lands in the absence of any government protection. Pereira
works closely with Univaja. Phillips and Pereira are last seen by residents of a
village called São Gabriel.

All this is going Police find “organic material that appears to be human” in the river.
An indigenous source who knows this remote part of the Javari Valley tells EL PAÍS,
“Everything indicates that it was not an accident, that they were ambushed. A boat
with seven empty gasoline drums doesn’t just disappear like that. The men and all the
evidence evaporated.”

ja members document and submit reports of illegal invasions to the authorities in
hopes that they would enforce the law. To do this, they used a combination of
ancestral knowledge and state-of-the-art technology.

https://english.elpais.com/international/2022-06-16/fisherman-admits-to-killing-uk-journalist-and-indigenous-expert-in-amazon-rainforest.html


JOAO LAET (AFP)Indigenous patrols search for signs of Pereira and Philips, June
13, 2022.

According to the police, as Pereira and Phillips were returning from their trip,
Pelado, armed with a shotgun, begins pursuing them in his boat at high speed. The
fisherman and well-known poacher opens fire. He has four other people on board his
boat. A confrontation ensues and Pelado’s group overpowers Pereira and Phillips.

Pereira was used to being threatened and was often armed. Just the day before,
Pereira, Phillips, and the Univaja team had been threatened by Pelado and other
poachers. The poachers sink the men’s boat engine in the river.

When Pereira and Phillips fail to return as scheduled, alarms begin sounding
throughout Univaja. The indigenous patrol teams, experts in jungle tracking, start
searching but cannot locate the men and find no signs of an accident. Pereira is an
experienced jungle traveler and knows how to survive in this hostile environment.

Just days before their trip, Pereira provided the police and Ministry of Justice
officials with detailed information about a criminal network allegedly involved in
illegal fishing and poaching. Also, information gathered by the indigenous patrol
teams was recently used to confiscate illegal catches.

Monday, June 6. Indigenous people report the disappearance to the authorities. The
first group of police officers join the search. The government announces the
allocation of more resources, but they are slow to materialize.

The families and colleagues of the two missing men demand a faster response because
time is of the essence. They criticize the government’s failure to deploy aircraft. The
Ministry of Defense issues a statement that it is ready to assist, but that it is awaiting
orders from superiors.

Indignation about the slow government response spreads among the families and
colleagues of the missing men.

https://english.elpais.com/international/2022-06-06/why-brazils-last-uncontacted-tribes-are-under-threat.html


Meanwhile, the attackers move the bodies and bury them three kilometers inland from
the river. Police report that Pelado confessed to sandbagging and sinking the men’s
boat. A forensic analyses will confirm the identities of the bodies and the cause of
death.

Tuesday, June 7. Authorities deploy divers, police officers, and soldiers in two boats
and a jet ski to aid in the search. Relatives again criticize the failure to deploy any
aircraft. The police open a criminal investigation.

Colleagues of the two men launch an international awareness campaign asking,
“Where are Bruno and Dom?”
Phillips’ wife, Alessandra Sampaio, records a video imploring authorities: “Even if
the love of my life is dead, they must be found. Please accelerate the search.”
Pereira’s partner, Beatriz Matos, says that “every minute counts. Any part of the
river or jungle that has not been searched could be the place where they are waiting
to be rescued.”

President Jair Bolsonaro, who treats NGOs, indigenous people, and the press as
enemies, is dismissive and says, “Two people on a boat trip in a completely wild area
like this– it’s an adventure that’s not at all advisable. Anything can happen. They
could have had an accident or been murdered.”

AVENER PRADO (AFP)Police escort the fisherman who confessed to the murder of
Pereira and Phillips; Atalaia do Norte.

Wednesday, June 8. Several people are interrogated, and Pelado is arrested after an
eyewitness to the June 5 chase testifies. He is initially charged only with illegal
possession of restricted-use ammunition, but later he is formally named as a suspect
in the disappearance of Pereira and Phillips.

When the Brazilian news media report that Pelado’s two defense lawyers are
government officials, not uncommon in remote areas of the country, both lawyers
resign from the case.



Thursday, June 9. Bolsonaro and Biden meet for the first time during the Summit of
the Americas in Los Angeles (California). The public outcry demanding more
government resources to aid in the search reaches the ears of summit delegates.

Friday, June 10. Police find “organic material that appears to be human” in the river.
An indigenous source who knows this remote part of the Javari Valley tells EL PAÍS,
“Everything indicates that it was not an accident, that they were ambushed. A boat
with seven empty gasoline drums doesn’t just disappear like that. The men and all the
evidence evaporated.”

Saturday, June 11. Pelado’s family claims he was tortured. His brother, Oseney da
Costa, tells an Associated Press reporter, “They wanted him to confess, but he’s
innocent,” A few days later, Oseney is also arrested.

Sunday, June 12. The first solid information in the case comes out. Univaja trackers
find a backpack tied to a tree in a flooded area near where the missing men were last
seen. Inside the backpack are Pereira’s health card, boots belonging to Pereira and
Phillips, rubber sandals, and some clothing.

UESLEI MARCELINO (Reuters): An indigenous man passes by a banner
memorializing Phillips (left) and Pereira during a protest in front of FUNAI’s offices

in Brasilia.

Monday, June 13. Roberto Doring, the second in command at the Embassy of Brazil
in London, notifies Phillips’ brothers that he has some news. Doring communicated
with them through “an official Brazilian spokesperson,” according to the Phillips
family.

“He told us that two bodies had been found, but had not yet been identified.” Phillips’
wife released this information, which was published by many Brazilian and
international news outlets, including EL PAÍS.



The Brazilian police later issued a statement that, “The reports that the bodies have
been found are not true.” The Brazilian ambassador later apologized to the Phillips
family.

President Bolsonaro comments on the case again, this time in gruesome detail.
“There are indications that something evil was done to them because human entrails
were found floating in the river. It has been taken to Brasilia for DNA testing.”

Tuesday, June 14. A second suspect is arrested—Pelado’s brother, Oseney da Costa.
Wednesday, June 15. The federal police chief in Amazonas confirms in a late-night
press conference in Manaus that the bodies of Pereira and Phillips have been found.

He provides additional information about Pelado’s confession.
“Now we can bring them home and lovingly say our goodbyes,” said Phillips’ wife.
“And today we will begin seeking justice for them.”

Putin Gets Unexpected Push-back From Ally Over War in Ukraine
Bloomberg News

Russian President Vladimir Putin sought to justify his war in Ukraine as legal under
international law at his flagship economic forum on Friday. Sitting beside him on the
stage, a key ally diplomatically disagreed.

After Putin argued he was protecting Russian-speakers in the self-declared Donetsk
and Luhansk peoples’ republics of eastern Ukraine, which Russia had recognized as
independent days before the invasion, moderator Margarita Simonyan, head of the
Kremlin-funded RT TV, pressed Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev on
whether he supported Russia’s view.

He didn’t.
Kazakhstan doesn’t recognize “quasi-state territories which, in our view, is what
Luhansk and Donetsk are,” Tokayev said. There’d be “chaos” in the world if
hundreds of new countries emerged, even as there is a conflict between the legal
principles of territorial integrity of states and the right of people living in them to
self-determination, he said.



Rare Discord
Tokayev’s dissent at the plenary session of the St. Petersburg International Economic
Forum was a rare discordant note for the Kremlin, which sought to show that Russia
is successfully defying US and European sanctions aimed at isolating Putin.

It was all the more noteworthy because Putin sent troops to Kazakhstan in January
at Tokayev’s request to help crush what he called an attempted coup. Russia and
Kazakhstan are also members of the Eurasian Economic Union, a Moscow-led rival
to the European Union.

The authorities are “stabilizing the economy step by step” and the West’s “economic
blitzkrieg against Russia had no chance of success,” Putin told the audience
composed largely of Russian officials and business leaders.

He cited US author Mark Twain to describe Russia’s economic resilience, saying that
“reports of my death are greatly exaggerated.”

Europe stands to lose more than $400 billion this year as a result of sanctions
imposed on Russian imports that have fueled increases in energy costs, he said,
without elaborating. He denied responsibility for what he said some were calling
“Putin’s inflation,” blaming the global surge in prices on US and European policies.

During his biggest public speech since the Feb. 24 invasion, Putin defended Russia’s
slow progress in eastern Ukraine, saying the military was avoiding a full-scale
assault on Ukrainian positions in order to reduce troop losses and was seeking to
encircle them instead.

Still, Putin said he has “nothing against” Ukraine joining the European Union, even
as he laid blame for the origins of the conflict on the 2014 overthrow of its former
pro-Kremlin president in Kyiv after he rejected a trade accord with the EU in favor of
closer ties with Russia.

The European Commission on Friday recommended that Ukraine be granted
candidate status, the first step in a long process toward eventual EU membership.

In a potentially uncomfortable moment for Tokayev, Putin said the former Soviet
Union covered the same territory as “historical Russia,” though he also said nobody
would even think of spoiling relations with “fraternal” Kazakhstan.

The forum normally attracts world leaders and executives from global corporations,
but few foreigners attended this year amid the international backlash over the war
that’s led to an exodus of companies from Russia.

The government has responded by seeking to bolster economic self-reliance to make
up for the loss of key western technologies as Russia faces potentially its worst
economic contraction in years.

During the plenary discussion, Simonyan, the moderator, showed Putin a juice box
that lacked its usual coloring because sanctions had led to a shortage of ink in
Russia.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-07/kazakh-president-says-troops-restored-order-as-crackdown-goes-on
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“What’s more important for us - to be independent or to have packaging today?”
replied Putin, who said it wasn’t difficult for Russia to find new suppliers of such
goods eventually. “Only sovereign countries can count on a sovereign future.”

Russian Auto Industry Hit So Hard It's Reviving an 11-Year-Old Lada with 1990s
Tech
Lewin Day - The Drive

The Drive

Russia has been hard hit by sanctions rolled out after its invasion of Ukraine and the
automotive industry has been hit particularly hard, The Guardian reports.

Many auto suppliers shut down Russian operations, and along with sanctions, it's
impacting the availability of used parts. The Guardian spoke to Eldar Gadzhiev, a
Russian citizen who leases out a small fleet of four taxicabs in Moscow.

When his Skoda broke down in April, Gadzhiev was despondent. "I understood that I
was in a bad situation. I thought: the repairs are going to cost as much as the car,”
he said.

Shedding light on the current state of the Russian market, Gadzhiev noted that
dealerships were useless. Other shops supplying car parts had months long waiting
lists. Eager to get his car back on the road, he posted about his issues on public chats.
He was quickly contacted by a range of underground parts dealers offering what he
sought.

Suspecting many of the dealers are trafficking stolen parts, Gadzhiev was reticent to
get involved: "It's the return of banditry,” he said. He spent eight times more than
usual to get his Skoda back on the road, according to The Guardian.

Others quote prices rising up to tenfold in the country as parts distributors have been
all but cleaned out in the wake of sanctions. "The central warehouses closed at the
end of February, and even the custom parts that arrived were not given to us. They



returned the money and took all the parts back abroad,” says Aleksei Atapov, who
runs a car repair company in Moscow.

Online general retailers like Russia's Wildberries have added automotive lines, and
the Russian government has announced policies to allow for importing substitute
parts. For now, though, the problem rages on: "All the substitutes ran out very
quickly,” Atapov said.

AvtoVAZ have resumed production after sanctions forced a long halt earlier this year.
The company is now building the Lada Granta Classic, with a 90 hp engine mated to
a manual transmission.

New cars aren't immune from the problem, either. Automakers have pulled out of the
belligerent country, with Renault notably selling AvtoVAZ and Renault Russia to
Russian interests for just one ruble each in May. Other automakers, including
Mercedes-Benz, VW, Ford, and Toyota, have all wound down operations or pulled out
entirely.

The government's response has been to put the "sanction-proof" Lada Granta
Classic into production. The Granta first entered production in 2011 in partnership
between AvtoVAZ and Renault. The car has been retooled to face new supply chain
realities after Renault's exit.

It will now ship with no airbags, satellite navigation, ABS, or seatbelt pretentioners.
The car is expected to only meet 1996 European pollution standards.

The Lada Granta Classic has a sparse interior. The steering wheel is cribbed from its
predecessor, the Lada Kalina, presumably as the usual Granta part is hard to source
due to sanctions.

It's a similar story to the one playing out in Russia's aviation industry. Without
Boeing and Airbus to supply parts for hundreds of stolen airliners, the planes have
already been banned from Chinese airspace. The planes will shortly become
worthless, as the use of bootleg parts to keep them running will make them too
dangerous to fly in most jurisdictions worldwide.

The war in Ukraine is sadly raging on with no end in sight. In the event that hostilities
end, restoring supply would take many months, if not years. Western companies
would also be reticent to do business in the country given the turmoil that has ensued
thus far. It's likely that both new cars and spare parts will remain in short supply in
Russia for some time to come.

Lithuania enforces EU sanctions on goods to Russia’s Kaliningrad
Al Jazeera
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Lithuanian authorities have banned the transit through their territory of goods to the
Russian enclave of Kaliningrad that are subject to European Union sanctions,
according to the national rail service.

The enclave – home to the Russian Baltic Fleet and a deployment location for
Moscow’s nuclear-capable Iskander missiles – is sandwiched on the Baltic coast
between Lithuania and Poland, both NATO members, and has no land border with
Russia.

The transit ban could increase already high levels of tension between Russia and
NATO following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine in late February.

The transit ban took effect on Saturday, according to the cargo arm of Lithuania’s
state rail service in a letter to clients. Following “clarification” from the European
Commission on the mechanism for applying the sanctions, the transit ban was
implemented, according to the letter.

A spokesman for the Lithuanian rail service confirmed the contents of the letter but
declined to comment further, according to Reuters news agency.
News of the impending ban came on Friday in a video message posted by
Kaliningrad’s governor Anton Alikhanov.

Alikhanov said the ban would cover between 40 and 50 percent of the items that
Kaliningrad imports from and exports to Russia through Lithuania as the EU
sanctions list notably includes coal, metals, construction materials and advanced
technology.

“We consider this to be a most serious violation … of the right to free transit into and
out of Kaliningrad region,” he said in an online video posting, adding that authorities
would press to have the measures lifted.

He said that if the region were not able to have the measures lifted quickly, it would
start discussing the need for more ships to carry goods to Russia.



Urging citizens not to resort to panic buying, Alikhanov said two vessels were already
ferrying goods between Kaliningrad and Saint Petersburg, and seven more would be
in service by the end of the year.

“Our ferries will handle all the cargo”, he said on Saturday.

In February, Lithuania closed its airspace to flights from Russia to Kaliningrad,
forcing commercial carriers to take a longer route out over the Baltic Sea.

Lithuania’s foreign ministry did not reply to a request from Reuters for comment on
the new measure, though Lithuanian deputy foreign minister Mantas Adomenas told a
public broadcaster that the ministry was waiting for “clarification from the European
Commission on applying European sanctions to Kaliningrad cargo transit”.

Fires burn through Shanghai chemical plant
BBC News

Getty Images

Fires at a large chemical plant in the Chinese city of Shanghai have killed at least one
person. They broke out around 04:00 on Saturday (20:00 GMT Friday) at one of the
country's largest refining and petrochemical plants.

Flames could be seen engulfing parts of the sprawling complex and spewing thick
columns of black smoke into the sky.

Shanghai is China's economic hub and only recently emerged from a strict pandemic
lockdown lasting two months.

The cause of the fires, which affected an ethylene glycol facility, is still unclear.
Sinopec - the state-owned company that operates the plant in the suburb of Jinshan -
said the driver of a transport vehicle had been killed and a company employee had
been injured.



Residents living up to 6km (four miles) away reported hearing an explosion, local
media report. Shanghai's fire department dispatched more than 500 personnel to the
scene.

https://twitter.com/StephenMcDonell/status/1538005886097948676

Drone footage shared on social media showed the sky above Shanghai, China's most
populous city, turning black from smoke.

Sinopec said it was monitoring for environmental impact and no damage to the
surrounding water environment had been recorded. The ministry of emergency
management has dispatched an expert group to the scene.

Shanghai had been under a strict lockdown imposed by officials to curb a
coronavirus outbreak driven by the spread of the Omicron variant. For two months
residents in the global trading hub were forbidden from leaving their homes - shutting
down factories with far-reaching consequences for both the local economy and global
supply chains.

The government is pursuing a "zero Covid” policy requiring everyone who catches
the virus to quarantine. New rules have now been introduced with residents required
to show a green health code on their smartphone to leave their residential compounds
and to enter most places.

Watch: Ukrainian Soldiers Shoot Down Massive Russian Helicopter Gunship
Joseph Golder, Zenger News - Newsweek

UkrainianLandForces/Zenger

Ukrainian soldiers reportedly shot down a massive Russian helicopter gunship,
sending it crashing into a field in a ball of flames.

https://twitter.com/StephenMcDonell/status/1538005886097948676
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-61647687?xtor=AL-72-[partner]-[microsoft]-[link]-[news]-[bizdev]-[isapi]


The images were obtained from the Land Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine,
along with a short statement saying: "In the Donetsk region, fighters of territorial
defense of Ukraine brought down the Russian military Mi-35M helicopter.”

Zenger News contacted Russian and Ukrainian officials for comment but had not
received a reply at the time of writing.

Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24 in what the Kremlin is calling a "special
military operation" to "liberate the Donbas.” Friday marks the 114th day of the
invasion.

The General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine reported that between February 24
and June 16, Russia had lost about 32,950 personnel, 1,449 tanks, 3,545 armored
fighting vehicles, 729 artillery pieces, 233 multiple launch rocket systems, 97 air
defense systems, 213 warplanes, 179 helicopters, 591 tactical drones, 129 cruise
missiles, 13 warships, 2,494 motor vehicles and fuel tankers, and 55 pieces of special
equipment.

Washington has told China it risks ending up on the "wrong side of history” following
Chinese President Xi Jinping's assurances given to Russian President Vladimir
Putin that Beijing supports Russian "sovereignty.”

Thousands of civilians remain trapped in the key eastern Ukrainian city of
Severodonetsk, where the water supply is reported to be dwindling. Hundreds of
civilians are taking shelter in the bunkers beneath the city's Azot chemical plant.

Luhansk Oblast governor Serhiy Haidai said earlier this week that all three bridges
into Severodonetsk had been destroyed, making delivering supplies and evacuating
civilians impossible.

President Joe Biden has promised Kyiv another $1 billion in security assistance and
weapons, and General Mark Milley, who chairs the Joint Chiefs of Staff, says Russia
has lost around 20 to 30 percent of its armored forces during the ongoing invasion.

Former Russian president and staunch Vladimir Putin ally Dmitry Medvedev derided
French, German and Italian leaders Thursday for their visit to the Ukrainian capital
Kyiv as "fans of frogs, liverwurst and spaghetti.”

French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, and Italian
Prime Minister Mario Draghi arrived in the Ukrainian capital by train from Poland
for talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

On June 8, the European Parliament adopted a resolution recommending that
the European Union grant Ukraine the status of candidate country
for EU membership. Some 438 members of the European Parliaments voted in favor
of the resolution, with 65 voting against and 94 abstaining.

This story was provided to Newsweek by Zenger News.
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