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Yemen rebels lose key battleground area after missile attack on UAE
AFP

Saleh AI-OBEIDI

Yemen's Huthi rebels were expelled from a key battleground district by UAE-trained
Giants Brigade fighters, the militia said Tuesday, a day after the insurgents’ latest
missile attack on Abu Dhabi.

The Iran-backed Huthis lost Harib district south of Marib, the government's last
northern stronghold which they have been fighting to seize for months.

The Giants Brigade said "hundreds were killed and wounded on both sides" in battles
that lasted for more than two weeks and also secured the neighbouring governorate of
Shabwa. There was no immediate comment from the Huthis.

STR Onlookers gather as Yemenis pray during a mass funera.l in rebel-held Saada for
those killed in an attack on a prison, which the Huthis said claimed 91 lives and the
Saudi-led coalition denied striking.
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"We thank the Arab coalition for their support for our operations in Shabwa, which
were crowned with complete success,” the Giants Brigade said in a statement,

referring to a Saudi-led military alliance.

The clashes are part of a major escalation in the seven-year war after the Huthis,
following a series of territorial defeats, launched a deadly drone-and-missile attack

on the UAE last week.
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Provided by AFPUS State Department spokesman Ned Price says the missiles fired by
Yemeni rebels at the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia show a "troubling
escalation” and calls for a ceasefire and to engage in a "inclusive UN-led peace

process”".

The Saudi-led pro-government coalition that includes the UAE hit back with a series
of air strikes, one of which killed at least three children and plunged Yemen into a

four-day internet outage.
Internet services were restored early on Tuesday, a web monitor and AFP
correspondents said.

- 'Spilling over borders' -
In rebel-held Saada last Friday, an attack on a prison left at least 70 people dead and

wounded more than 100, according to Doctors Without Borders (MSF).



Yemen rebel conflict

Tensions soar after attacks by Yemeni Huthi forces on UAE and Saudi Arabia,
retaliatory raids by Saudi-led coalition against the Iran-backed rebels
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The coalition denied being behind the prison attack, which the Huthis said had killed
91 people and injured more than 200, as they lined up the bodies covered in white
sheets along the ground on Tuesday.

On Monday, the rebels renewed their attack on Abu Dhabi when two ballistic missiles
were intercepted over the city, scattering debris.

US forces based at the capital's Al-Dhafra air base fired Patriot missiles to help repel
the attack, while some of them also scrambled to bunkers, US officials said.

The UAE, which pulled most of its troops out of Yemen in 2019 but maintains support
and training for pro-government forces, warned of a "thorough and comprehensive
response" to the cross-border attack.

"The UAE reserves the right to respond against these terrorist attacks and such
blatant criminal escalation,"” a foreign ministry statement said, adding that the Huthis
had targeted "civilian areas".

Two people were injured in southern Saudi Arabia by further rebel missile attacks on
Monday.



UN officials on Tuesday said they were "alarmed by the escalating spiral of violence
in Yemen that continues to harm civilians and is spilling over its borders".

The prison attack is "the worst civilian-casualty incident in Yemen in three years", the
UN's special envoy for Yemen Hans Grundberg and its humanitarian coordinator for
the country David Gressly said in a joint statement.

- '"Troubling escalation’ -
"The scale of the escalation is exacerbating an already severe humanitarian crisis in
Yemen" and threatening regional security, they added.

US State Department spokesman Ned Price called the Huthi attacks and coalition air
strikes "a troubling escalation”.

US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met with the UAE and Saudi ambassadors
to Washington to "discuss ongoing Huthi attacks against civilian targets that have
resulted in civilian casualties in both countries", the White House said Monday.

Arms sales from the United States, as well as Britain and France, back the Saudi-led
coalition.

Rights groups have long criticised the coalition for civilian casualties in its aerial
bombardments.

According to the Yemen Data Project, an independent tracker, there have been almost
9,000 civilian casualties from coalition air raids since 2015.

The rebels warned of further attacks on the UAE after their latest missile strike was
repelled. Three foreign oil workers died in their initial salvo on January 17.

Latest developments have sent regional tensions soaring and further complicated the
Yemen conflict that is being fought on several fronts.

More than 150,000 people have been directly killed by fighting and millions displaced
in the impoverished country, according to the United Nations which calls it the
world's worst humanitarian crisis.

China's high-tech warplanes pose 'big new threat' to Taiwan
AFP



Noel Celis

China's deployment of J-16D jets into Taiwan's air defence zone this week marked the
first sighting of the new high-tech warplanes, Taipei confirmed Tuesday, their
electronic-jamming equipment posing a fresh threat to the island.

Taiwan lives under the constant spectre of invasion by China, which sees the
self-ruled, democratic island as part of its territory to eventually be reclaimed -- by
force if necessary.

The final quarter of 2021 saw a massive spike of Chinese incursions into Taiwan's air
defence identification zone (ADIZ), with the biggest single day coming on October 4,
when 56 warplanes entered the zone.

Sunday and Monday saw a dramatic show of force as well, with 52 warplanes
entering the zone over the two days, according to the island's defence ministry.

Among the 13 observed on Monday were two J-16D jets, which the ministry
confirmed Tuesday to AFP was the first time the high-tech warplanes had been seen
in action.

The new jets were first unveiled at an airshow in China in September, Chinese
state-run media Global Times reported.

The J-16D comes with four jamming pods and two electronic warfare pods as well as
two missiles under the jet's belly, it said.

"It is capable of destroying radar to suppress and damage the enemy's aerial defence
capabilities," Shu Hsiao-huang, an analyst at Taiwan's Institute for National Defence

and Security Research, told AFP.

These radar-jamming capabilities could "pave the way for subsequent attacks", he

added.

"It poses a big new threat to Taiwan's air defence."”
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The Global Times published a sabre-rattling editorial Tuesday, calling the
appearance of the J-16D fighters a "self-evident" message.

"PLA (The People's Liberation Army) warplanes will not only fly around Taiwan
island, they could also... sooner or later fly over the island,"” the editorial warned.

The two-day rash of incursions came on the heels of the United States and Japan
carrying out naval exercises in the Philippine Sea last week, an area that includes
waters just east of Taiwan.

Taiwan only started regularly publicizing its data on air incursions in September
2020.

October remains the busiest month on record, with 196 forays into the defence zone,
which extends well beyond Taiwan's territorial airspace, overlapping with parts of
China's ADIZ.

Sunday's 39 warplanes -- the majority of them J-16 fighters -- is tied with October 2
as the second-highest recorded number of incursions in a single day.

Beijing has ramped up pressure on Taiwan since Tsai Ing-wen was elected president
in 2016, as she considers the island a sovereign nation and not part of "one China".

Last year, Taiwan recorded 969 incursions by Chinese warplanes, according to a
database compiled by AFP -- more than double the roughly 380 carried out in 2020.

Woke and Weak: Biden Punishes Americans, Emboldens Adversaries | Opinion
Ben Weingarten - Newsweek

Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images



While the Biden administration fixates on smearing political opponents as domestic
terrorists and effectively silencing, targeting and pursuing them accordingly, bona
fide terrorists, foreign adversaries and violent criminals have been greenlit to act
with total impunity.

Consider the striking contrast in recent developments.

Earlier this month, the Biden Department of Justice announced it was building a new
domestic terror unit, despite the fact it has never clearly demonstrated a
commensurate threat.

To put the purported peril in perspective, an FBI official noted there were four
domestic violent extremist attacks in 2021, resulting in 13 deaths. By comparison, last
year there were more than 800 murders in a single city, Chicago.

Officials have said the more urgent danger primarily derives from those espousing
"racial or ethnic bias" or "anti-government or anti-authority sentiments." In practice,
this has meant "critics of the regime."”

If you oppose federalizing elections and enshrining 2020's integrity-eroding measures,
draconian COVID diktats or taxpayer-funded indoctrination in racial
Marxism—critical race theory—you are treated as a threat, liable to be targeted with
the brunt of federal force.

Shortly thereafter, the Biden DOJ—either bending to, or otherwise provided cover by,
withering pressure from the Left to make the legal fallout of January 6 match the
administration's unhinged rhetoric on the subject—charged several Capitol riot
participants with sedition.

For a sense as to how infrequently prosecutors have successfully made such a case,
and the grave level to which a defendant's acts must rise in order to meet that charge,
no one has been convicted of seditious conspiracy since 1995, when the "Blind
Sheikh,"” Omar Abdel-Rahman, and nine of his followers were so prosecuted.

They were convicted for activities like conspiring in the first World Trade Center

bombing, plotting to bomb other New York City landmarks, assassinating militant
Zionist Rabbi Meir Kahane and planning the same for former Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak.

Biden Says Meeting With President Xi Was 'Good' And He 'Supports' The Taiwan Act

Meanwhile, new details emerged that Education Secretary Miguel

Cardona also colluded with the National School Board Association to concoct

the infamous letter sent to Attorney General Merrick Garland used to justify siccing
federal authorities on concerned parents outraged over critical race theory

and anti-scientific COVID restrictions.

The FBI even tags such "threats" with a handy label, "EDUOFFICIALS," to track
them internally.

Wokeism demands subjugating the Unwoke.
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Meanwhile, what of actual enemies of the republic? Well, unlike justifiably livid
parents, apparently they are neither tracked nor pursued. In some cases, their malign
efforts are even encouraged.

A British Muslim of Pakistani descent flew to New York, made his way to a Texas
synagogue, and held hostage a rabbi and several congregants in an attempt to
procure the release of an imprisoned jihadist, Aafia Siddiqui, i.e., "Lady al-Oaeda."”

The unsuccessful terrorist had a long rap sheet, history of mental instability,
previously expressed Islamist views and allegedly maintained terror ties—a
background disturbing enough to garner an MI5 investigation. Any one of these
points should have prevented him from coming here. Yet he entered America
unimpeded.

Perhaps the fact that President Joe Biden rescinded President Donald Trump's
executive order calling for enhanced vetting measures targeting terrorists played a
role. Perhaps it had something to do with the diversion of scarce law enforcement
resources toward targeting Wrongthinkers. Perhaps it was just plain incompetence.
We do not yet know. But initial comments from FBI officials and the president
provided insight into the administration's broader mentality.

One official initially said the Islamist was "singularly focused on one issue" not
"specifically related to the Jewish community,” and that "we are continuing to work to
find [the] motive."

Got that? While you are on the side of Jefferson Davis if you support voter ID, or a
potential terrorist for opposing total governmental control under pretext of a
pandemic, the FBI does not want to jump to conclusions about what might have
possessed an Islamist who sought to free a virulent Jew-hating jihadist serving 86
years in prison to hold up a synagogue.

Either authorities did not want to acknowledge that Jew-hatred and jihadism go hand
in hand, or the purging of training materials that would have told them as much at the
behest of the likes of the unindicted co-conspirator in the largest terrorism financing
case in U.S. history, Hamas-tied CAIR—which, like the Texas terrorist, supports
[freeing Aafia Siddiqui to this day—has had its intended effect.

President Biden's initial response was equally dumbfounding:

I don't think there is sufficient information to know why he targeted that synagogue,
why he insisted on the release of someone who's been in prison for over 10 years...[or]
why he was using anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli comments.

Only later, after a major public outcry, did the FBI "clarify": "This is a
terrorism-related matter, in which the Jewish community was targeted."

Our betters had already delivered their message: The Obama-Biden administration's
Woke and weak "see-no-Islam" anti-counterterror policy is back. With it, jihad
against the homeland, a blessed afterthought during the Trump years, is poised to
return as well.
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That same Woke and weak posture would seem to extend to other adversaries, as well.
The Biden DOJ dropped a case against an MIT professor, Gang Chen, accused of
hiding his China ties while applying for a federal research grant.

The professor's indictment indicated he had held numerous positions "designed to
promote [China's] technological and scientific development...often in exchange for
financial compensation," including "acting as an 'overseas expert' for the [Chinese]
government."

Prosecutors reportedly dropped the case because the grantor "didn't believe Mr.
Chen had an obligation to disclose the posts at the time, and didn't believe [it]...would
have withheld the grant if...[it] had known about them."

This isn't the only such case the Biden DOJ dropped. Last summer,
prosecutors nixed several visa fraud cases against visiting researchers alleged to
have hid their affiliations with the Chinese military.

Most prominent, last fall, as Xi Jinping demanded, prosecutors signed a sweetheart
deal with Meng Wanzhou, the detained CFO and daughter of Huawei's founder,
releasing her to China. In exchange for admitting to a series of lies she had
previously denied regarding Huawei's alleged sanctions-busting work in Iran, for
which she faced substantial charges, Meng was let off scot-free.

Every case should be judged on its own merits, but the broader trend of these dropped
prosecutions must be seen as a sign of weakness—or, at minimum, incompetence—nby
Beijing.

As for Wokeness, the canned cases come as the Biden DOJ reviews the pivotal
counter-espionage China Initiative under which it had pursued them. Left-wing
activists and academics—to whom, as reported here, the administration has already
acquiesced—have been lobbying the president to terminate that program since before
he even entered office.

On Iran, the Biden administration continues its desperate pursuit of an Iran Deal
2.0 that will only further appease the world's leading state sponsor of terror by
promising to ease sanctions that will fill its coffers, aiding, abetting and enabling the
mullocracy, its sprawling terror network and its genocidal nuclear ambitions.

The administration continues this press despite a direct call from Iran's president for
revenge on former President Trump and former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo for
taking out the former architect of Iranian terror, Qassem Soleimani.

There is a China link here, too: It is no coincidence that there has been a substantial
uptick in Tehran-Beijing trade over the last year. Biden's weakness has invited
sanction-circumventing behavior.

Russia, another burgeoning Iran partner, also appears to see weakness that it intends
to exploit with aggressive action against Ukraine. How else would it have interpreted,
for example, Team Biden's de facto support for Moscow's long-desired Nord Stream 2
pipeline?
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To tie a bow on these events, Senate Democrats just used the "Jim Crow" filibuster on
the administration's behalf to block sanctions on the vital Russia-Germany energy tie.
And it was the purported treasonous Russian colluder Donald Trump, backed by the
Russian stooge-turned-domestic terrorist MAGA masses, who had fought the
pipeline's development tooth and nail.

In sum, the Woke Biden regime is making those who dissent from its orthodoxy
enemies of the state, while our actual enemies pounce and seize.

Those enemies—non-state jihadists, China, Russia and Iran—are all on the march.
Everything from launching missiles and threatening to restart long-range and nuclear
weapon tests has been appeased and emboldened by weakness.

Wokeism would dictate appeasement, holding that America's evil justifies our
adversaries' aggression, that justice demands redistributing global power to the
oppressed.

The danger of Wokeness and weakness extends to America's streets, where violent
criminals roam free as a consequence of the anti-police, anti-policing efforts that
flowed from the post-George Floyd Woke anti-cultural revolution.

Under the banner of justice, the law-abiding must suffer the rampant injustice of
threats to life and limb. Murderers at home, like murderers abroad, have no fear of
facing consequences for their actions.

Our national security is under threat not from those who disapprove of Joe Biden, but
from Biden's Wokeness and weakness.

(Ben Weingarten is a senior fellow at the London Center for Policy Research, fellow
at the Claremont Institute and senior contributor to The Federalist.

He is the author of American Ingrate: Ilhan Omar and the Progressive-Islamist
Takeover of the Democratic Party (Bombardier, 2020). Ben is the founder and CEO
of ChangeUp Media LLC, a media consulting and production company. Subscribe to
his newsletter at bit.ly/bhwnews, and follow him on Twitter: (Wbhweingarten.)

The views expressed in this article are the writer's own.

Russia Just Laid the Trap to Start Ukraine War
Brendan Cole - Newsweek
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Russian-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine have accused Kyiv of rolling out
military hardware in preparation for a strike, further stoking fears that a
miscalculation could lead to war.

An unnamed representative of the people's militia of the self-proclaimed Donetsk
People's Republic (DNR), which has been embroiled in conflict in the Donbas region
since 2014, told RIA Novosti that weapons were being "actively drawn to the areas of
the contact line to form strike groups."”

The DNR representative described how "multiple launch rocket systems, armored
formations and equipment for destroying minefields" had arrived in the area.

Earlier, the militia of the self-proclaimed Luhansk People's Republic (LPR), Andriy
Marochko, told the Russian state-run news agency that Kyiv had placed launch rocket
systems and howitzer artillery to the line of contact in the Donbas. Both Moscow and
Kyiv accuse each other of provocations, and the latest claims raise the specter of war.

Pentagon Places 8,500 U.S. Troops On ‘Heightened Alert’ As Ukraine-Russia
Conflict Continues.

Experts have presented Moscow's annexation of the separatist republics as one
possibility on a continuum of strategies the Kremlin is considering, ranging from a
diplomatic end to tensions to a full-scale invasion.

In December, Russian President Viadimir Putin accused Ukraine of committing
"genocide" against the Russian-speaking population in Donbas. This could be a
pretext for deploying Russian troops and seizing the parts of Donetsk and Luhansk
regions controlled by Kyiv.

Citing an unnamed Ukrainian diplomat, The Moscow Times reported that Moscow
could deploy troops to the Donbas to test a western response.


mailto:?subject=Russia Just Laid the Trap to Start Ukraine War&body=I thought you would be interested in this story I found on MSN: Russia Just Laid the Trap to Start Ukraine War - https://a.msn.com/01/en-us/AAT7pu4?ocid=winp-se
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vladimir-putin

Russian forces are widely believed to have been present in the Donbas since 2014
backing LPR and DNR forces although Moscow has always denied any involvement
in the region.

Russia has amassed more than 100,000 troops by Ukraine's border and has
repeatedly denied plans to invade.

However, Ukrainian military experts argued in an article in the Ukrayinska Pravda
newspaper that there were not enough Russian troops for an all-out offensive, and
escalated cyberwarfare from Moscow was more likely.

"4 full-scale invasion to capture most or all of Ukraine in the near future seems
unlikely,” they wrote.

Moscow awaits written responses to its demands which include guarantees that
Ukraine does not join NATO and a drawdown of the alliance's presence in eastern
Europe.

Meanwhile, President Joe Biden sought to present a united front among Western
countries, declaring "total unity."

Pentagon press secretary John Kirby said some 8,500 combat-ready U.S. troops were
on high alert but they would only be deployed if NATO activates a rapid-reaction
force, but there are no plans to deploy to Ukraine itself.

Amid the ramped-up rhetoric, Russian foreign affairs spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
accused the U.S. of "wanting to morally destroy the citizens of Ukraine."

She compared Kirby's comments that Russia had "no intention right now of
de-escalating" with those made by Alexey Danilov, the secretary of Ukraine's
National Security and Defense Council, who said there was "no reason...to assert that
there will be a full-scale offensive” by Russia.

On her Telegram channel Monday, Zakharova wrote that Kyiv had been "begging"
the U.S. "to lower their rhetoric, but Washington is pushing its own line."”

Meanwhile, former national intelligence officer for Russia and Eurasia, Fiona Hill,
who advised Presidents George W Bush and Barack Obama, said that Putin's goal
was not just ending hopes of Ukraine joining NATO, and taking more territory, but
"to evict the United States from Europe."

She wrote in The New York Times: "As he might put it: 'Goodbye, America. Don't let
the door hit you on the way out."”

US finalizing plans to divert gas to Europe if Russia cuts off supply
Julian Borger in Washington - The Guardian
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The Guardian

The US has helped prepare for the diversion of natural gas supplies from around the
world to Europe in the event that the flow from Russia is cut, in an effort to blunt
Viladimir Putin’s most powerful economic weapon.

As fears of an invasion of Ukraine have grown, US officials said on Tuesday that they
had been negotiating with global suppliers, and they were now confident that Europe
would not suffer from a sudden loss of energy for heating in the middle of winter.

“To ensure Europe is able to make it through the winter and spring we expect to be
prepared to ensure alternative supplies covering a significant majority of the
potential shortfall,” a senior official said.

The preparation for bulk gas supplies deliveries is part of a campaign by the US and
its European allies to show a united and coherent front to Putin in the hope of
deterring him from invading Ukraine.

Boris Johnson hinted that Germany was concerned about the imposition of sanctions
against Russia because of its dependence on Russian gas and told MPs diplomatic
efforts were being made to persuade Berlin and others to go further.

The British prime minister said that “European friends” had concerns about
imposing the toughest possible sanctions on Moscow because of their “heavy
dependence” on Russian gas — and also declared the UK would be willing to deploy
more troops to eastern Europe if Ukraine was attacked.

His comments came as the French president, Emmanuel Macron and Olaf Scholz, the
new German chancellor, met in Berlin on Tuesday to coordinate their stances, after
reports of rifts among the allies.

Macron said he was due to speak by phone to Putin on Friday, to “clarify” the
Russian position. He said France and Germany would never abandon dialogue with
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Russia, but added: “If there is aggression, there will be retaliation and the cost will
be very high.”

The Kremlin’s deputy chief of staff, Dmitry Kozak, is due in Paris on Tuesday for
talks with political advisers from Ukraine, France, and Germany, in a continued
effort to keep talks going, with an estimated 130,000 Russian troops now massed
around Ukrainian borders.

A senior US administration official claimed the convergence between the US and the
EU on financial sanctions was “remarkable”, and the impact on Russia of the
combined punitive measures would be far greater than the response to the 2014
Russian annexation of Crimea.

Fresh violence in Kazakhstan after Russia sends troops to put down uprising
(Reuters)

Photos in Gallery© Reuters

Troops are seen at the main square where hundreds of people were protesting against
the government, after authorities' decision to lift price caps on liquefied petroleum
gas, in Almaty, Kazakhstan January 6, 2022.

“The gradualism of the past is out, and this time we’ll start at the top of the
escalation ladder and stay there,” the official said.

Russia has already restricted the flow of natural gas through the pipeline running
through Ukraine from about about 100m cubic metres a day to 50 MCM, US officials
said. Washington now estimates that almost all of that can be replaced quickly if the
pipeline is cut deliberately or as a result of conflict.



Fears that Putin would cut off gas supplies have made some European countries, such
as Germany, wary of imposing sanctions on Putin if he proceeds with an invasion.

The Biden administration also insists that US and European financial sanctions plans
are converging, and that the US is preparing export controls on western technology
which would cripple Putin’s efforts to diversify his economy.

US discussions with Qatar have been widely reported, but the administration said the
discussions have been global.

“The conversation is really broad, with a lot of companies and countries around the
world. It’s not centered on one or two suppliers,” an official said.

“And by doing that you don’t need to ask any one individual company or country to
surge exports by significant volumes, but rather smaller volumes from a multitude of

)

sources.

The US also said it was preparing restrictions on exports to Russia of hi-tech
software and hardware made by the US and its allies. Officials said the measures
would affect Russian ambitions in the fields of aerospace, defence, lasers and
sensitive, maritime technology, artificial intelligence and quantum computers.

“When we pick these sectors, it’s quite deliberate,” an official said.

“These are sectors that Putin himself has, has championed, as the way forward for
Russia to diversify its economy beyond oil and gas. And so that would lead to an
atrophying of Russia’s productive capacity over time.”

Meanwhile, the flow of arms to Ukraine has accelerated. US officials confirmed that a
plane carrying hundreds of anti-tank Javelin missiles had arrived in Kiev, and a
shipment of more Javelins is ready to go from Estonia.

“On the Javelins, this is decided and we have the endorsement from the US, so it’s
just a matter of time when were going to send them out,” an Estonian official said,
adding they would be sent “as soon as possible.”

The Estonian government also intends to sent Ukraine howitzer guns but is still
waiting on approval from Germany, where the guns originated and Finland which

supplied some of the guns to Estonia.

“With the howitzers, we don’t have an official answer from the Germans nor the
Finns. So as far as we don’t have these, we cannot say if it’s going to be a yes or no.

We are going to wait for it,” the official said. A joint German-Estonia delivery of field
hospitals, planned last summer, is due to go ahead in the next few weeks.

Latvia and Lithuania are supplying Stinger anti-aircraft missiles to Ukraine.

The UK has sent 2,000 anti-tank missiles and Saxon armoured cars, and Turkey has
supplied Bayraktar drones.
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The US has put 8,500 troops on heightened alert for deployment to eastern Europe in
a move intended to reassure NATO members in the region that Washington is
committed to their defence.

US officials indicated to Fox News that elite troops from the 101st and 82nd Airborne
Divisions were among the troops on standby.

Ukraine is not a NATO member, and the alliance’s secretary general, Jens
Stoltenberg, made clear in a CNN interview on Tuesday that no combat troops from
the alliance would be sent to Ukraine.

There are currently a few hundred advisers in the country from the US, UK and other
allies.

Burkina Faso Soldiers Seize Power and Detain President
Nicholas Bariyo - The Wall Street Journal

Military forces seized control of Burkina Faso in a coup and detained the country’s
president after a wave of street protests against his failure to stem the advance of
Islamist militants in the north, opposition officials and Western diplomats said,
thrusting the West African nation into uncertainty.

Agence Fi rancé-Presse/Getly Images Burkina Faso Soldiers Seize Péwer and Detain
President

Flanked by troops in combat fatigues, Captain Sidsore Kader Ouedraogo, spokesman
for a group calling itself the Patriotic Movement for Safeguarding and Restoration,
said Monday on state television that armed forces had acted to halt what they
described as the country’s worsening security situation.
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He said the military had closed the borders and imposed a curfew.

The developments came a day after reports of gunfire at several bases in the country,
with mutinying troops demanding more support President Roch Kabore in the years
long fight against Islamist militants.

Mpr. Kabore and several top government officials were held in the capital,
Ouagadougou, at a military base that houses the army headquarters and a prison,
opposition officials and diplomats said.

Images and footage shared online showed several vehicles of the presidential fleet
riddled with bullet holes near the presidential palace. Heavily armed troops patrolled
the largely deserted streets of Ouagadougou on Monday.

The military said that the group seizing power included all sections of the armed
forces. By evening there were no further reports of shooting in the capital, witnesses
said.

The regional bloc, the Economic Community of West African States, urged dialogue
between President Kabore and the mutineers. “Eco was calls for calm and expresses
solidarity with Mr. Kabore, the government and people of Burkina Faso,” it said.

The African Union Commission also condemned the detention of Mr. Kabore and his
cabinet. AUC Chair H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat urged Burkina Faso’s military to
ensure the physical safety of the president and his cabinet members.

Government spokesman Alkassoum Maiga had said Sunday that reports of an “army
takeover” weren’t true but that there was gunfire at some military bases. He couldn’t
be reached for a comment on Monday. Most mobile internet and some phone lines
have been disrupted in much of Burkina Faso, making it hard to verify the situation in
the country of 21 million people.

Mr. Kabore, 64 years old, had been in power since 2015 and won re-election in 2020,
having pledged to defeat a growing Islamist insurgency that has spread quickly
across the country’s gold-mining heartlands.

The militant attacks have continued, however, resulting in the deaths of more than
2,000 people in the past year. Mr. Kabore’s opponents also accuse him of corruption
and poor economic management, adding momentum to the street protests that have
grown in recent months.

Mpr. Kabore’s popularity was dented further by a series of high-profile military
setbacks that were blamed in part on a lack of basic supplies, including food and
water.

A militant attack on a base in the northern town of Inata in November 2021 killed 49
troops and four civilians. Reports of equipment shortages and poor support for the
military have “crystallized public anger around the figure of the president,” said
Alexandre Raymakers, senior Africa analyst at risk intelligence company Verisk
Maplecroft.



“Kabore has sought to placate growing public anger at his administration by
reshuffling his government, replacing various levels of the military leadership, and
banning anti government protests,” Mr. Raymakers, said.

“This has had no tangible effect containing growing public discontent.”

The instability in Burkina Faso is the latest in a series of political upheavals that have
rattled West Africa, where military strongmen from Mali to Guinea and Chad have
taken power from weakened governments over the past two years.

It also underscores worsening insecurity in the Sahel, the arid geographical band that
stretches across Africa just south of the Sahara. Over the past year, widespread
protests over insecurity have flared across Burkina Faso as Islamist militants seized
swaths of territory along the border with Niger and Mali to finance their war.

The militants have raised more than 3121 million since 2016 through attacks on gold
mines, according to United Nations investigators. Mr. Kabore's efforts to quell the
insurgency have further drained the scarce resources of a country already struggling
with soaring inflation and food prices.

Complicating Mr. Kabore’s push to end the insurgency was France’s decision last
year to wind down the former colonial ruler’s eight-year anti-terrorist operations in
the region. The insurgency has uprooted some 1.4 million people from their homes,
according to the U.N. refugee agency.

Earlier this month, Burkina Faso’s authorities arrested a dozen rogue soldiers on
suspicion of attempting a coup, putting the country further on edge. Hours after
gunfire erupted across the capital Sunday, protesters took to the streets in support of
the mutinous soldiers.

The protesters, who were singing songs praising the military, also torched the
headquarters of Mr. Kabore's political party, local media reported.

Observers say that the mounting insecurity and street protests have in recent months
weakened Mr. Kabore politically.

“Public opinion is massively in favor of the coup” said Francois Conradie, an
analyst at Oxford Economics Africa.

Omicron Deaths in U.S. Exceed Delta's Peak
Jon Kamp & Margherita Stancati - The Wall Street Journal

More signs emerged that the Omicron wave is taking a less serious human toll in
Europe than earlier phases of the pandemic as U.S. data showed daily average deaths
from the disease exceeding the peak reached during the surge driven by the
previously dominant Delta variant.
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In the U.S., the seven-day average for newly reported Covid-19 deaths reached 2,258
a day on Tuesday, up about 1,000 from daily death counts two months ago, data from
Johns Hopkins University show. That is the highest since February 2021 as the
country was emerging from the worst of last winter’s wave.

While there is a large body of evidence suggesting that Omicron is less likely to kill
the people it infects, it spreads much more quickly and therefore infects many more
people than earlier variants, epidemiologists say. Case counts in the U.S. have
dwarfed previous records.

In a positive sign, Covid-19 related hospitalizations are heading lower shortly after
reaching the highest-recorded levels. Federal data also indicate Covid-19 deaths in
hospitals have started to decline from a recent Omicron peak. The federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention says roughly seven of every 10 Covid-19 deaths
occur in hospitals or other inpatient settings.

Some parts of the country, including major coastal states like New York and
California, are also recovering. A Wall Street Journal analysis shows 20 states
representing 55% of the population have case averages down at least 20% from
recent peaks.

At the same time, as Omicron fades in populous, coastal areas, it hasn’t yet peaked in
less-vaccinated regions that could see a higher death rate, epidemiologists said,
meaning deaths may climb yet further as they continue tracking the recent rise in
cases.

In Western Europe, where vaccination rates are generally higher than the U.S., a
record surge in cases hasn’t generated the proportionate increase in hospitalizations
and deaths that were seen earlier in the pandemic.

Even as Covid-19 cases hit record highs, the Netherlands eased restrictions imposed
last month in the face of Omicron—as Covid-19 hospitalizations and deaths remained
subdued. Bars, restaurants, cinemas and theaters can reopen from Wednesday, with
some continuing restrictions including that they close by 11 p.m.



The government, which has been the target of protests over its lockdown decisions,
said the decision wasn’t without risk. It is following others in Europe such as the U.K.,
Ireland and France that have lifted or eased Covid restrictions.

Germany recorded a record 164,000 new cases in 24 hours on Wednesday, an
increase of 46% compared with last week and bringing the seven-day daily average to
more than 120,000 cases. Cororavirus-related mortality is however declining: on
Wednesday, 166 deaths were reported in connection with Covid-19, a drop of 31%
compared with last week and the lowest since November.

Record numbers of cases are being recorded elsewhere. Portugal is recording about
50,000 new cases a day on average, four times more than a year ago. But deaths have
remained relatively low, a sign that mass vaccinations are working.

Portugal is recording around 40 deaths a day, compared with the pandemic high of
290 a year ago, according to Our World In Data. Portugal has one of the world’s
highest vaccination rates, with over 90% of the population fully immunized.

Confirmed new Covid-19 infections in Italy, Spain and Greece are declining from the
pandemic records hit earlier this month. The pressure on healthcare systems is also
easing, with hospital admissions beginning to decrease in all three countries, a sign
that the worst of the current wave of infections may be over.

Deaths, a lagging indicator, are still high, with 468 deaths recorded on Tuesday in
Italy alone, the highest since April 2021.
Pfizer Begins Study Testing Omicron Vaccine in People

Jared S. Hopkins - The Wall Street Journal

Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE have started a trial evaluating an adapted version of
their Covid-19 vaccine that targets the Omicron variant of the coronavirus.

|
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The drug-makers said Tuesday they began enrolling adults ages 18 to 55 in the U.S.
and South Africa to examine the safety, tolerability and immune response generated
by the vaccine if it is given either as a primary series or as a booster dose.

One subject has already received the shot, Pfizer said.

Initial study results are expected in the first half of the year, Pfizer said. The
drug-maker could ask U.S. regulators for authorization and begin distribution in

March, should the Omicron-targeted shot prove to work safely, Chief Executive
Albert Bourla has said.

Should the vaccine be needed, Pfizer and BioNTech would still be able to
manufacture 4 billion doses of the shot this year, the companies said.

Moderna Inc. plans to start a clinical trial of its Omicron-specific vaccine candidate
within days, a company spokeswoman said.

Vaccine makers have been racing to tweak their Covid-19 shots to target Omicron
since the variant began sweeping the globe and causing a surge in cases.

Laboratory studies have found that Covid-19 vaccines provide less protection against
Omicron than previous strains. Yet a third dose of certain vaccines, administered as a
booster, neutralized Omicron in lab tests.

U. S. health authorities have said that Omicron-targeted shots might not be needed,
citing the activity of boosters found so far against Omicron in lab tests. Another
variable: Future variants might not be descendants of Omicron.

Pfizer and BioNTech say they want to be prepared with an Omicron vaccine, should
regulators and researchers determine one is needed.

“Staying vigilant against the virus requires us to identify new approaches for people
to maintain a high level of protection, and we believe developing and investigating
variant-based vaccines, like this one, are essential in our efforts to work towards this
goal,” said Dr. Kathrin Jansen, who leads vaccine R&D at Pfizer.

Pfizer and BioNTech have studied versions of their vaccines targeting the Beta and
Delta variants, although they haven’t been cleared for use by regulators.

In the new study, the companies said they would test how the vaccine performs in
three groups of volunteers. Some of the subjects will come from the study that led to
the current vaccine’s clearance in 2020.

Researchers plan to enroll up to 615 people who received the two-dose primary series
of the current vaccine three to six months before enrollment. The subjects will receive
either one dose of the Omicron-based vaccine, two doses four weeks apart from each
other, or a third dose of the current vaccine.



Additionally, researchers will enroll up to 600 people who received three doses of the
current vaccine three to six months ago. These subjects will receive either one dose of
the Omicron vaccine or a fourth dose of the current shot.

About 200 additional subjects who haven’t received any vaccine will receive two
doses of the Omicron-based vaccine three weeks apart, and a third dose six months
later.

How long is omicron's contagious period?
Alix Martichoux - Nexstar Media Wire

KSNT Topeka

NEXSTAR) — Early studies indicate omicron may have a shorter incubation
period than prior coronavirus variants, but does that affect how long someone is
contagious with the virus?

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recently shortened its isolation
guidelines, citing evidence that COVID is most contagious 1 to 2 days before someone
starts feeling symptoms and 2 to 3 days after. That change was announced in late
December, before the height of the omicron peak in the U.S.

Even now, as the peak appears to have passed, there’s still much to learn about the
latest variant. Early science does seem to indicate omicron’s timeline is sped up from
earlier variants.

Because omicron appears to cause symptoms faster than previous variants, people
with omicron could start becoming contagious as soon as one day after infection.
With older variants, people became contagious two to four days after infection.

Someone is most contagious with the virus when their viral load peaks. According to
a study published in the New England Journal of Medicine, with the delta variant,
viral load peaked about three days after infection. Six days later, people were
typically no longer contagious.
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One study has found evidence that timeline is also sped up with omicron, but more
research is needed. The study’s authors noted it’s possible the quicker recovery time
(and therefore shorter contagious period) could also be because so many more people
are vaccinated against the virus at this phase of the pandemic.

With any variant, you're less likely to be contagious as your symptoms subside. That
science informs the CDC guidelines on how long you need to isolate.

If you test positive for COVID (or are experiencing symptoms and are presumed to be
positive), you need to self-isolate for five days.

After five days, you can end isolation if you 've been fever-free for 24 hours (without
using a fever suppressant like Tylenol) and your other symptoms are getting better.

If you test positive after five days of isolating, the CDC says to keep isolating for an
additional five days. After 10 days, you should be in the clear.

“People are no longer considered infectious (able to spread the virus that causes
COVID-19) after 10 days have passed since they became infected,” the CDC told
Nexstar.

Sweden extends virus restrictions; Danes likely to end them
Associated Press - AP

Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) — Sweden announced Wednesday that several
coronavirus restrictions will be extended for another two weeks while neighboring
Denmark was expected to announce that it no longer considers COVID-19 as “a
socially critical disease” as of next month and will remove most restrictions.

“We have an extremely record high spread of infection,” Sweden's Social Affairs
Minister Lena Hallengren said. “The assessment is that existing measures need to

remain in place for another two weeks.”

“If the situation allows it, the restrictions will be lifted after that,” she said.
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Karin Tegmark Wisell, head of Sweden’s Public Health Agency, said the reasoning
for extending the restrictions is that they expect a decline in cases in a couple of
weeks.

She said the Scandinavian country had 270,000 new infections in the past seven days
and that “our assessment is that, during this period, at least half a million can fall ill
per week.”

In Sweden which has previously stood out among European nations for its
comparatively hands-off response to the pandemic, has ordered cafes, bars and
restaurants to close at 11 p.m., urged people to work from home when possible and

said distance learning was an option in higher education to try to combat rising
COVID-19 infections.
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Associated Press Minister of Social Affairs Lena Hallengren, left, holds a digital
press conference with the Swedish Public Health Agency's Director General Karin
Tegmark Wisell on measures linked to COVID-19.

Sweden announced Wednesday that several coronavirus restrictions will be extended
for another two weeks. (Claudio Bresciani/TT via AP). Denmark, meanwhile, is
heading in the opposition direction.

In a letter Tuesday to the Danish lawmakers, Health Minister Magnus Heunicke said
he wants to follow the recommendations by Parliament's Epidemic Commission so
that the "categorization of COVID-19 as a socially critical disease will be abolished
as of Feb. 1.”

The letter said “this is a new epidemic situation in which a high and increasing
infection does not to the same extent as previously translate into hospitalizations.”
The letter was obtained by The Associated Press on Wednesday ahead of a planned
press conference with Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen.

It was not immediately clear what restrictions Danes will end but they likely will
include the digital health pass, which now must be used to enter museums, nightclubs,
cafes, party buses and to be seated indoors in restaurants.



In Denmark, people above 15 must also flash the pass when attending outdoor events
where the capacity exceeds 2,000.

Associated Press FILE - People queue to enter the art museum ARoS, in Aarhus,
Denmark, May 19, 2020.

Denmark has lifted a number of coronavirus restrictions and allowed the reopening of
certain venues despite the spread of the omicron variant in the country. Cinemas,

zoos, museums and theaters were among the places that could open their doors
Sunday, Jan. 16, 2022. (Bo Amstrup/ Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)

In Finland, Prime Minister Sanna Marin tweeted that “the government will assess the
necessity of (the) restrictions” and “should consider opening low-risk cultural and

sports events with a COVID pass and extending the opening hours of restaurants on a
quicker schedule than was previously estimated.”
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Associated Press People queue for a drop—inﬁ COVID-19 vaccination at the Stockholm
City Terminal station, Thursday, Jan. 13, 2022.



Sweden’s prime minister, Magdalena Andersson ordered cafes, bars and restaurants
to close no later than 11 p.m., urged people to work from home when possible and

said distance learning was an option in higher education to try to combat rising levels
of COVID-19 infection. (Anders Wiklund/TT via AP)

Navy to salvage stealth F-35 that crashed on carrier landing in South China Sea
ABC News

The U.S. Navy has begun to make plans to recover the F-35C fighter jet that crashed
Monday after striking the deck of an aircraft carrier in the South China Sea. The jet is
the most advanced stealth fighter jet in the world and would have made an enticing
target for China if it had attempted to recover it from the depths of the Pacific Ocean.

Navy reports race to rescue F35 stealth fighter jet from South China Sea

"The U.S. Navy is making recovery operations arrangements for the F-35C aircraft
involved in the mishap aboard USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) in the South China Sea Jan.
24.," said Brenda Way, a spokesperson for the Navy's Pacific Fleet.

An earlier Navy statement had said that as the F-35 was attempting to land on the
aircraft carrier Monday, "It impacted the flight deck and subsequently fell to the
water during routine flight operations."

Seven sailors, including the pilot who was able to eject safely, were injured in
Monday's crash according to the Navy.

The damage to the carrier's deck was "superficial and all equipment for flight
operations is operational,” which enabled the resumption of flight operations, said Lt.
Mark Langford, a Seventh Fleet spokesman.

Nick Ut/Getty Images, FILEA United States Navy F35 flies during the Pacific Air
Show on in Huntington Beach, Calif., Oct. 01, 2021.
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The crash of one of the most advanced fighter jets in the world into international
waters had fueled speculation that the U.S. Navy might quickly launch a salvage
operation to prevent other foreign powers, especially China, from trying to do the
same.

"The race is on now to get the appropriate kind of recovery gear, the deep diving
submersibles that actually pull the wreckage up off the bottom of the ocean," said
Steve Ganyard, a retired Marine aviator and ABC News contributor.

Ganyard believes China probably has a general idea of where the jet entered the
waters of the South China Sea, making its advanced stealth technology an enticing
target for China to launch its own salvage operation.

"The Chinese have it the U.S. Navy has it," said Ganyard. "Both those countries are
going to want to get a hold of this wreckage."

l-_."'- T ) : ==t 5 = e _:
U. S. Navy, FILE The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70)
transits the Pacific Ocean, Oct. 13, 2018.

1t is unclear how deep the waters are where the F-35 fell into the Pacific, but the
Navy has considerable experience in salvaging wreckage in deep waters. A salvage
operation in 2019 in the Philippine Sea was able to recover a C-24A Greyhound
aircraft that was three miles under the ocean.

While Monday's crash marked the Navy's first F-35C crash at sea, it will not be its
first operation to salvage an F-35 aircraft.

Late last year, the U.S. Navy helped the British Royal Navy recover an F-35B fighter
from the waters of the Mediterranean after it had crashed on takeoff from the aircraft
carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth.



Monday's crash occurred while the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson Strike Group
was involved in a high-profile naval exercise with the aircraft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln Strike Group, the USS Essex Amphibious Ready Group, the USS America
Amphibious Ready Group and a Japanese Maritime Self Defense helicopter carrier.

The participation of so many air capable and amphibious U.S. Navy ships operating
together in the South China Sea highlights the U.S. Navy's capabilities in a region
where China continues to make maritime territorial claims.

US-backed Syrian forces capture prison from IS after a week
SARAH EL DEEB (Associated Press) - AP

Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — U.S.-backed Kurdish-led forces said they wrestled control of the last
section of a prison controlled by Islamic State militants and freed a number of child
detainees used as human shields. It ended a week-long assault by the extremists on
one of the largest detention facilities in Syria.

The attack was the biggest by IS since the fall of the group’s “caliphate” in 2019 and
came as the militants staged a number of deadly attacks in Syria and Iraq that stoked
fears they may be staging a comeback.

In the week of clashes, dozens from both sides have been killed, the U.S.-led coalition

has carried out nearly a dozen airstrikes and thousands of civilians living nearby
have been displaced.

“The whole prison is now under control,” said Farhad Shami, a spokesman for the
U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces. “The operation today was on the cells where
child detainees were held. We were able to surround a number of terrorists who had
taken them as shields and we killed them."
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Shami said the force was then able to enter the cells and the remaining militants
surrendered. A large number of children were freed, he said, but he had no specific
number. Shami said about 3,000 inmates have surrendered.

After breaking into the prison late Thursday, IS militants were joined by others
rioting inside the facility. Around 200 armed militants were believed to be holed up in
the northern wing at one end of the prison complex, holding hostages from among the

prison staff-

The Syria prison complex, known as al-Sinaa or Gweiran prison, houses more than
3,000 inmates, including around 600 minors. Children have reportedly been killed
and wounded in clashes, rights and aid groups say.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said 124 1S militants, 50
fighters with the Kurdish-led forces and seven civilians were killed in the week-long
attack that extended outside the walls of the prison into residential areas. Thousands
of civilians have been displaced.

The assault began Thursday just hours before another brazen attack on military
troops in neighboring Iraq. Together, they signaled a new spike in violence by
emboldened militants who had for months been carrying out low-level assaults,
largely on security patrols, checkpoints and other mobile targets.

Eleven Iraqi soldiers were killed in their sleep after gunmen attacked an army
barracks in Diyala province on Friday. It was the deadliest attack in months to target
Iraq’s military and was blamed on IS, which appeared to be exploiting a security
vacuum in Iraq's north. The vacuum is perpetuated by territorial disputes between the
federal government and the semi-autonomous Kurdish region.

Associated Press FILE - Chlldren gather outside thetr tents at al- Hol camp, whzch
houses families of members of the Islamic State group, in Hasakeh province, Syria,
May 1, 2021.



Farhad Shami, a spokesman for the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces, said
Wednesday, Jan. 26, 2022, that they have wrestled control of the last section in a
prison controlled by Islamic State militants, ending a week-long assault by the
extremists.

The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces said earlier Wednesday it had freed 23 of
its servicemen held hostage by IS militants. Later it said inmates continued to
surrender.

The SDF, backed by U.S.-led coalition Bradley Fighting Vehicles and air support,

had been closing in on the prison wing controlled by the armed militants. Fighters
from the SDF and other security teams took control of adjacent buildings and used
loudspeakers to call on the militants to surrender.

The Islamic State group's territorial control in Iraq and Syria was crushed by a
vears-long U.S.-backed campaign, but some fighters remained at large in sleeper
cells that have increasingly killed scores of Iraqis and Syrians in past months. Prison
riots have been common, where thousands of suspected IS militants have been held.
But the attack launched late Thursday was the boldest and most ambitious.

Associated Press Soldiers Wlithhthe U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces h check a
house in Hassakeh, Syria, Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022.

After breaking into the prison late Thursday, IS militants were joined by others
rioting inside the facility that houses over 3,000 inmates, including hundreds of
minors. They took hostages from among the prison staff and have since been holed up
in the northern wing at one end of the facility, known as al-Sinaa or Gweiran prison.
(AP Photo/Hogir Al Abdo)

Sleeper cells from outside the prison, nearly 100, attacked the facility after dark,
ramming vehicles against its walls and detonating car bombs to create a diversion.
They were joined by rioting inmates, and some managed to escape. The SDF said the
total number of fugitives remained unclear.



A recording obtained from inside the prison by a teenaged detainee described a
violent onslaught that has left multiple children dead and many wounded inside the
facility. Shami said at one point the IS militants had seized control of the hospital
inside the prison. The teenage boy who was injured in the head said medical
assistance was not available.

On Wednesday, Iraq’s prime minister made a rare visit to the country’s border with
Syria in a show of support to troops and said Iraqi forces were capable of resisting
the Islamic State group.

Mustafa al-Kadhimi was in Ninevah province to inspect security measures.

“You must intensify your efforts and work around the clock,” he said, addressing
border officials and security forces, according to a statement from his office. “This
area is very important for us and the enemy as well, and this requires redoubling

efforts.”

Al-Kadhimi said he was confident Iraqi security forces would be able to thwart IS.
“You are stronger today than you were yesterday,” he told them. IS overran vast
swathes of northern Iraq in the summer of 2014 largely because Iraqi forces
retreated.

Al-Kadhmi was accompanied by the ministers of defense and the interior. Iraq shares
a 599-kilometer (372-mile) border with Syria.

“I say to the terrorists of Daesh: Do not test us, you have tried a lot and failed. You
will try a lot and you will fail,” he said, referring to IS by its Arabic acronym.

As ISIS Re-surges, US is Drawn Back Into the Fray
Jane Arraf & Ben Hubbard - The New York Times
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BAGHDAD, Iraq — An audacious attack on a prison housing thousands of former
ISIS fighters in Syria. A series of strikes against military forces in neighboring Iraq.
And a horrific video harking back to the grimmest days of the insurgency that showed
the beheading of an Iraqi police officer.

The evidence of a resurgence of the Islamic State in Syria and Iraq is mounting by the
day, nearly three years after the militants lost the last patch of territory of their
so-called caliphate, which once stretched across vast parts of the two countries. The
fact that ISIS was able to mount these coordinated and sophisticated attacks in recent
days shows that what had been believed to be disparate sleeper cells are re-emerging
as a more serious threat.

“It’s a wake-up call for regional players, for national players, that ISIS is not over,
that the fight is not over,” said Kawa Hassan, Middle East and North Africa director
at the Stimson Center, a Washington research institute.

“It shows the resilience of ISIS to strike back at the time and place of their choosing.”

On Tuesday, fighting between a Kurdish-led militia backed by the United States and
the militants spread from the embattled Sinaa prison in northeastern Syria to
surrounding neighborhoods, swelling into the biggest confrontation between the
American military and its Syrian allies and ISIS in three years.

Hogir Al Abdo/Associated Press Kurdish militia fighters outside the prison on
Sunday.

The U.S. military joined the fight after the militants attacked the makeshift prison in
the city of Hasaka, trying to free their fellow fighters. The Islamic State now controls
about a quarter of the prison and is holding hundreds of hostages, many of them
children detained when the caliphate that their families had joined fell in 2019.



Ivor Prickett for The New York Times The prison in Hasaka where thousands of
Islamic State fighters are held, in 2019.

The United States has conducted airstrikes and provided intelligence and ground
troops in Bradley fighting vehicles to help cordon off the prison.

Even as skirmishing was taking place around the prison Tuesday, fighting involving
ISIS fighters also broke out about 150 miles away, in Rasafa, about 30 miles outside
the city of Raqqa.

The militants’ show of force was not limited to Syria.

In Iraq, around the same time as the prison attack began, ISIS fighters stormed an
army outpost in Diyala Province, killing 10 soldiers and an officer in the deadliest
attack in several years on an Iraqi military base. Gunmen approached the base from
three sides late at night while some of the soldiers slept.

The attack raised fears that some of the same conditions in Iraq that allowed for
ISIS’s rise in 2014 were now making room for it to reconstitute.

In December, insurgents kidnapped four Iraqi hunters in a mountainous area of
northeast Iraq, including a police colonel. The militants beheaded the police officer,
and then released the gruesome video.




Ivor Prickett for The New York Times The Al Hol detention camp in
Kurdish-controlled northern Syria in 2019.

The attacks in Iraq, conducted by ISIS sleeper cells in remote mountain and desert
areas, have highlighted a lack of coordination between Iraqi government forces and
the Peshmerga, Kurdish forces of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. Many of the attacks
take place in disputed territory claimed by both the Iraqi Kurdish government and the
central government.

Ardian Shajkovci, director of the American Counter-terrorism Targeting and
Resilience Institute, said many of the militants arrested in attacks since the group lost
the last of its territory three years ago appeared to be younger, and from families with
older members tied to ISIS.

“If so,” he said, “this is a new generation of 1SIS recruits, changing the calculus and
threat landscape in many ways.”

Iraq has struggled to deal with tens of thousands of Iraqi citizens who are relatives of
ISIS fighters and have been collectively punished and placed in detention camps —
now feared to be breeding grounds for radicalization.

Corruption in Iraqi security forces has left some of their bases without proper
supplies and allowed soldiers and officers to neglect their duties, contributing to the
collapse of entire army divisions that retreated in 2014 rather than fight ISIS.

In Syria on Tuesday, the Syrian Democratic Forces said that they had conducted
sweeps in Hasaka neighborhoods near the prison, killing five ISIS fighters who were
wearing suicide belts.

The militia said that on Monday it had freed nine prison employees held by the
Islamic State and killed another nine militants, including two suicide bombers, in
raids around the prison. An S.D.F. spokesman, Farhad Shami, said that so far, 550
detainees who took part in the siege had surrendered.

The militia has also been negotiating with the ISIS leaders in the prison.

There are an estimated 3,500 detainees in the overcrowded prison. As many as 700
minors are also there, some 150 of them citizens of other countries who had been
taken to Syria as young children when their parents left home to join the insurgency.

An estimated 40,000 foreigners made their way to Syria to fight or work for the
caliphate.

The prison siege has highlighted the plight of thousands of foreign children who have
been detained for three years in camps and prisons in the region, abandoned by their
own countries.

The prison inmates include boys as young as 12. Some were transferred to the prison
after they were deemed too old to remain in detention camps that held families of
suspected Islamic State fighters.



The Syria director for Save the Children, Sonia Khush, said those detaining the
children were responsible for their safety. But she also pointed a finger at foreign
governments that have refused to repatriate their imprisoned citizens.

“Responsibility for anything that happens to these children also lies at the door of
foreign governments who have thought that they can simply abandon their child
nationals in Syria,” Ms. Khush said.

At its height, in 2014, ISIS controlled about a third of Iraq and large parts of Syria,
territory that rivaled Britain in size. When the last piece of it, in Baghuz, Syria, fell
three years ago, women and young children were put in detention camps, while those
believed to be fighters were sent to prison.

The main detention camp for the families, Al Hol, is squalid, overcrowded and
dangerous, lacking sufficient food, medical services and guards. Amid the chaos, an
increasingly radicalized segment of detainees has emerged to terrorize other camp
residents.

When the boys at the camps become teenagers, they are usually transferred to Sinaa
prison, where they are packed into overcrowded cells. Food, medical care and even
sunlight are in scarce supply.

But their plight gets harder still when they turn 18. Even though none of the young
foreigners have been charged with a crime, they are placed with the general prison
population, where wounded ISIS fighters sleep three to a bed.

Outside the prison, the U.S. troops that have once again engaged in battle with ISIS
fighters are part of a residual force of the American-led military coalition that was
largely pulled out of the country in 2019.

There are currently about 700 American troops in the region, operating mostly from
a base in Hasaka, and another 200 near Syria’s border with Jordan.

The Pentagon said that the armored Bradley fighting vehicles put in place to back the
Kurdish-led S.D.F. forces were being used as barricades while the Kurdish militia
tightened its cordon around the prison. A coalition official said the vehicles had been

fired at and had returned fire.

“We have provided limited ground support, strategically positioned to assist security
in the area,” John F. Kirby, the Pentagon spokesman, told reporters in Washington.

After Volcano Eruption Spewed Ash, Tonga Needs Rain and More Brooms
Stephen Wright - The Wall Street Journal

WELLINGTON, New Zealand—More than a week after the immense eruption of an
undersea volcano near Tonga, bookshop manager Sela Latailakepa cleans up ash
several times a day at home. The job, she says, never seems to be finished.
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Rain and More Brooms.

On Tonga’s largest island alone, there may be more than 17 million cubic feet of ash
to clean up after the eruption deposited a carpet of material up to 1.2 inches deep
across the Pacific archipelago of some 170 islands.

Protecting agriculture and water and guarding against potential risks to respiratory
health are among the key challenges for Tonga as aid arrives in the country of

100,000 people.

For residents like Ms. Latailakepa, who manages the Friendly Islands Bookshop in
the capital Nuku’alofa, the ash makes daily life difficult.

“At home weve had to remove sacks and sacks from the rooftops, and we've had to
water our gardens and the car and the grass and everything daily, maybe twice or
three times a day to clear up the dust,” Ms. Latailakepa said.

Removing the dust from homes, roads and other infrastructure has become an
immediate preoccupation for thousands of community-minded Tongans.

The Jan. 15 eruption also triggered a tsunami that ravaged parts of the coastline and
inundated some smaller islands.

The airport runway on Tongatapu, the main island, was cleared of ash by an army of
volunteers with brooms, enabling the first relief flights from New Zealand and
Australia to land last week.

High-pressure water cleaners are being used in places, but keep breaking down
because of overuse, said Ms. Latailakepa. Air-conditioning systems in homes,
businesses and cars also face strain because of the ash fall, she said.



Lord Fatafehi Fakafanua, the speaker of Tonga’s parliament, said there aren’t
enough brooms to go around—making this simple tool an overlooked item in the
international relief effort. Rains can’t come soon enough to the islands, he said.

“They need large sweepers to clean the roofs and the streets. Ash is still the biggest
issue right now,” he said.

“The concern is over its impact on the short-term, medium-term health of the
population and how it affects food and water.”

Scientists in New Zealand are analyzing samples of the ash brought back by one of
the first-aid flights. They hope to extract information that will lead to a deeper
understanding of the eruption and benefit the recovery effort.

For example, knowing the proportion of very fine particles will help to quantify the
risks to respiratory health, and understanding the ash’s leaching characteristics will
indicate what chemicals come off it when it mixes with water.

Typically, inhaling fine ash can cause short-term effects in healthy people such as a
runny nose and uncomfortable breathing, while people with pre-exist respiratory
conditions can develop severe symptoms. Long-term exposure to volcanic ash can
result in serious lung diseases.

The severity of the eruption’s impact on crops remains unclear. Katie Greenwood,
Pacific head of delegation for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, said the consequences aren’t as catastrophic as initially feared,
and root crops such as cassava, taro and yams may be relatively unscathed.

Still, the above ground vegetation of root crops is now dying off, and the tubers may
be stunted as a result, said Lord Fakafanua, citing discussions with Mordi Tonga
Trust, a civil-society group that works on rural development.

Rainfall should mitigate damage to agriculture, though it doesn’t always do so, said
Tom Wilson, an expert on volcanic ash and agriculture at the University of
Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand.

“Any rainfall after an ash fall, from an agricultural point of view, is usually quite
good, because it’s washing ash off the plants and hopefully it is starting to integrate
into the soil,” he said. However, if the ash is particularly fine it can block the
capillary-like flow of water through soil and cause surface flooding.

About three-quarters of Tonga’s exports are agricultural produce such as yams,
vanilla beans and watermelons. Tonga is reliant on trade, with countries such as New
Zealand, Australia and Japan, and development aid.

A substantial amount of its food is imported from New Zealand, while some families
supplement that with subsistence farming and fishing.

Mpr. Wilson said the near-term crop damage from 2 to 3 centimeters—about an
inch—of ash could range from moderate to severe. A potential silver lining is that



within a few months there could be a significant boost to soil fertility from elements
such as potassium. “If there’s rainfall which supports it, coupled with mixing this ash
into the soil, you could have quite a vibrant agricultural recovery,” he said.

International experience from other eruptions shows that tackling ash in a systematic,
coordinated way has benefits. For example, ash in rural areas should be spread
through plantations, while ash cleaned up in urban areas should not be dumped in
holes or depressions as it could end up polluting ground water, waterways or
fisheries. A good approach, Mr. Wilson said, is to cover it with soil so it is stabilized
and contained.

If Tonga avoids further significant ash fall, the eruption will be an outlier. The more
typical scenario of volcanic activity is a prolonged eruption that deposits ash over
weeks, according to joint research from Oxford, Bristol and East Anglia universities
and the British Geological Survey.

Single, high-severity eruptions attract the most attention, but are relatively rare, and
the median duration of volcanic eruptions is about seven weeks, according to the

2019 study.

Among the more extreme cases, ash fall from the Soufriere Hills volcano on the
Caribbean island of Montserrat, which has been erupting since 1995, contributed to
severe depopulation of the island.

Eruptions at the Tungurahua volcano in Ecuador from 1999 to 2016 prompted mass
resettlement, though hundreds of farming families remained on its flanks, adapting by
growing hardier crops and farming fewer cows, sheep and guinea pigs—which were
less productive or died after eating ash-covered grass.

For Ms. Latailakepa, a return to normal life in Tonga seems a long way off. The ash
is a reminder of that. After clearing the outside of the property each day, the effort
shifts inside her home.

“It never really clears up,” she said. “Weve had to mop two or three times and even
after mopping the floor it seems like there is this finely sprinkled powder around the
floor that makes us almost skate.”

Why Americans should care about the global chip shortage as it upends the
economy
ABC News
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In an increasingly digitized world, almost no industry has been left unscathed by the
global shortage of electronic chips. Demand for these dime-sized building blocks
needed to make cars, computers, smartphones and much more was growing even
before reaching a fever pitch as the COVID-19 pandemic forced swaths of the globe
to rely on tech tools for work or school.

The shortage also clobbered the auto industry with disproportionate furor, leading to
skyrocketing new and used vehicle prices -- which in turn drove one-third of all of
the painful inflation Americans saw in 2021, according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

The crisis has exposed just how bedeviling the pandemic has been for policymakers
and business leaders who failed to foresee the fallout from this shortage coming, as
well as exposed the risks for U.S. business that results from a majority of the world's
chip supply being produced in Asia -- and more specifically, political tripwire-ridden
Taiwan.

"It is both an economic and national security imperative to solve this crisis,"
Secretary of Commerce Gina M. Raimondo said in a blogpost Tuesday, sharing fresh
data on the fragility of the semiconductor supply chain and calling on Congress to
approve $52 billion in chips funding "as soon as possible."

As the scarcity of semiconductors continues to dominate headlines two years into the
pandemic, here is what economists say Americans should know about the chip
shortage, and what its implications are for the future.

'An essential part of almost every product that we use': What are semiconductors?
"Semiconductors, or chips as we call them, are sort of the building blocks of any
computer system," Morris Cohen, an emeritus professor of Manufacturing and
Logistics in the Operations, Information and Decisions Department, at the University
of Pennsylvania's Wharton School, told ABC News.
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"There's been incredible advancements over the years in the capabilities of these
chips, in reduction of their size and power requirements,” Cohen added. "And so we
see them now embedded everywhere -- in your cellphone and your computer, in your
home appliances, and in your automobile."”
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DPA/Picture Alliance via Getty Images A view of a new Bosch semiconductor factory
in Dresden, Germany, May 31, 2021.

"These devices are used to monitor performance to control function, to capture data
to send instructions and so on," Cohen added. "They've become sort of an essential
part of almost every product that we use."” Awi Federgruen, a professor of
management at Columbia Business School, told ABC News that the chip shortage "is
being felt in no less than 169 industries."

As the tech sector continues to expand at a rapid pace and a growing array of tools
and gadgets become embedded in Americans’ daily life, an increasing number of
products are becoming dependent on chips. The implications of this can be felt by
consumers shopping for everything from portable gaming systems to smart kitchen
appliances, and many have likely already noticed higher prices or longer wait times
when searching for their products.

Meanwhile, a reliance on chips for critical medical devices, military applications,
cyber-security tools and other sectors can carry more serious ramifications for both
individuals and governments.

One natural disaster away from hitting American jobs: How severe is the shortage?
The median inventory held by chip consumers (such as automakers or medical device
manufacturers) has sunk from a 40-day supply in 2019 to a less than five-day supply
in 2021, the Commerce Department said in an industry report released Tuesday.

This means that if a natural disaster, COVID-19 outbreak or political instability
disrupts a semiconductor facility abroad for even just a few weeks, it has the potential
to shut down a manufacturing facility in the U.S., the agency added, putting American
workers at risk.
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VCG via Getty Images Employees work on the production line of silicon wafer at a

factory of Galaxy Core Inc. on May 25, 2021, in Jiaxing City, Zhejiang Province,
China.

Moreover, median demand for chips from buyers was as much as 17% higher in 2021
than in 2019, according to the report, and the majority of semiconductor
manufacturing facilities are operating at or above 90% utilization -- meaning there is
limited additional supply to bring online without the expensive and time-consuming
process of building new facilities.

The majority of chip factories are currently based in Asia, which houses about 87% of
the market share of semiconductor factories (with Taiwan alone accounting for some
63%), separate industry data indicates.

The political climate in the region, and tensions between Taiwan and China, has
come under renewed scrutiny as the shortage has exposed how much U.S. industry
relies on these sources.

"Initially, when you go back to the origins of the industry, the majority of the capacity
was in the U.S. and then it shifted outside,” Cohen told ABC News. "Now, there's a
big push to re-shore that manufacturing and bring it back, and it's not just a business
decision, it's political, it's a highly politicized decision."”

'A perfect storm': What is causing the shortage?

The supply-demand imbalances in the semiconductor industry were already fragile
before the pandemic, and the Commerce Department noted in its report that
underlying demand for semiconductors was already growing prior to 2020, propelled
by industry shifts such as the onset of 5G and electric vehicles. The pandemic then
exacerbated the crisis by causing a surge in demand for products that require
semiconductors while simultaneously disrupting the supply.
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workshop of Jiejie Semiconductor Co., Ltd on March 17, 2021, in Nantong, Jiangsu
Province of China.

Columbia's Federgruen said the current shortage is the result of multiple factors
creating "a perfect storm."”

Silicon, the raw material used in chips, became harder to come by for producers
during the pandemic, according to Federgruen, because it is necessary for vaccine
manufacturing. "In addition, there was the shutdown or temporary shutdown of
[semiconductor] manufacturing facilities in the Far East and elsewhere, as a direct
result of the of the pandemic,

" Federgruen said. "And then there is the fact that on the demand side, in many
industries such as the automobile industry, there's been an unusual ramp-up of the
demand." "All those factors have come together and compounded upon each other to
create a big, big shortage,” Federgruen said.

Why is it hitting the auto industry so hard?

Most Americans by now have heard of the shortage's impacts on the auto industry,
which has been among the most severely hit by the shortage as more cars today are
being fuzed with additional electronic systems than in the past, Federgruen told ABC
News.

The shortage was compounded in the auto industry because many carmakers initially
thought the pandemic would crush demand and planned for this by reducing
semiconductor orders. An apparent desire to avoid public transportation and plan
getaways closer to home during the health crisis, however, ended up having the
opposite effect on demand for autos.

Chip manufacturers, already suffering from pandemic-related shocks, could not keep
up with the new orders coming in from the auto industry that came as a simultaneous
remote-work boom spurred demand for chips needed for computers and IT tools.



Raimondo said that the so-called legacy logic chips used in automobiles -- as well as
medical devices -- are facing the most acute shortages. "In 2021, auto prices drove
one-third of all inflation, primarily because we don’t have enough chips,” Raimondo
wrote in her blogpost. "Automakers produced nearly 8 million fewer cars last year
than expected, which some analysts believe resulted in more than $210 billion in lost
revenue."

Picture Alliance/dpa/picture alliance via Getty [Associates check construction during
a press tour of Bosch's new semiconductor factory in Dresden, Germany, May 31,
2021.

Cohen, from the Wharton School, added that over the last decade or so, "the amount
of computer systems that are put into a car has just increased enormously." While
carmakers have become big users of chips for managing vehicles' entertainment,
climate, fuel systems and more, they have continued to rely on outsourced production
and suppliers for these parts.

Automakers historically did not consider producing chips to be their core competency,
but many have come to the realization now that they can't afford to be dependent on
outside suppliers for chips if their absence can bring production and assembly lines to
a screeching halt.

Raimondo called new partnerships with semiconductor producers recently announced
by Ford and General Motors "encouraging" in her blogpost Tuesday, saying the
announcements "demonstrate that chip consumers and producers are coming together
to solve their supply chain issues."

What is being done to address the shortage, and how long will it last?

The Commerce Department's report said that industry players do not see the
significant, persistent mismatch in the supply and demand for chips going away in the
next six months.



The report identified the main issue as the need for additional semiconductor
factories (also called semiconductor fabrication plants or fabs). Construction of new
fabs, however, is expensive and can take years before making an impact in the supply.

In addition to the steps taken by players in the auto industry such as Ford and GM,
some companies have also announced new and dramatic actions to ameliorate the
crisis and bring semiconductor manufacturing back to the U.S.

Intel announced late last week that it was investing more than $20 billion to build two
new chip factories in Ohio -- a headline-grabbing announcement that came on the
heels of the firm saying last October that it had began construction on two chip
factories in Arizona. Samsung similarly announced plans late last year to build a $17
billion semiconductor factory near Austin, Texas.

"It's great that they're doing that but it's not going to solve today's problems, that's for
sure," Cohen told ABC News of the recent announcements. "It'll take years for this to
take place, and in the interim, we're still going to have to source these products from
the places they come from now. We don't have an alternative."

The situation may improve slightly if demand cools off, Federgruen noted, but
similarly said that it will take years for the "big change" to occur when these new U.S.
facilities begin actually pumping out chips.

Why should Americans care and what does this mean looking ahead?

Cohen said that having studied the industry for a long time, a lot of what we're seeing
now could have been anticipated to some degree, especially among industry players.
"Companies who operate in this environment have been aware of these issues for a
long time and have dealt with it," he said. "This is just the nature of being competitive
in those industries."

If a new fab costs billions of dollars and takes years to construct, companies in an
increasingly globalized world will likely turn to offshore suppliers for chips instead.
Cohen said the pandemic, however, has made Americans more aware of risks and
fragility of this dependence on outside suppliers.

"Most consumers didn't know and didn't care where their chips came from: 'You turn
the car on, it should go, I don't really care who made the chip and what country it was
built in,"" Cohen said.

"But now, all of a sudden, these issues become really important, and so I think we
become more sensitized to how dependent we are, how interdependent we are, how
things can be disrupted."
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Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. (TSMC) Museum of Innovation in Hsinchu,
Taiwan on Jan. 11, 2022.

"We became a globalized economy because there were a lot of advantages," Cohen
added. "Because of that, we as consumers have enjoyed access to an amazing array of
products and incredibly low prices, which has increased our standard of living."”

With chip supply now just one natural disaster or major disruption away from
potentially impacting American livelihoods, Cohen predicts it is "going to be difficult
to maintain the status quo."”

"We will have more expensive products, we'll have things that will take longer," he
said. "Therefore, our standard of living to some extent will be lower. It'll cost us more
time and money to earn what it takes to buy a car, to buy a house."”

Federgruen added that he hopes policymakers and business leaders can learn from
the lessons exposed by the crisis and make better decisions moving forward that don't

just take into account short-term profits.

"In general, there's been the recognition that we need to make our supply chains
much more resilient, and that we need to build in safety buffers on the supply side for
situations like this," Federgruen told ABC News.

"That lesson comes up with every crisis and is then forgotten, unfortunately, but
hopefully it will stick now."”



