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Shelling intensifies in Ukraine amid concern Russia is poised for invasion
Haley Ott - CBS News

CBS News

Kyiv — Ukrainian forces and the pro-Russian separatists they're fighting in the
country's east reported a second day of increased shelling on Friday, as the leaders of
the rebels' self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republics accused the
Ukrainian government of planning an imminent attack.

The rebel administrations in the two breakaway regions announced plans to evacuate
thousands of civilians into neighboring Russia.

Western leaders say an escalation in the fighting in Ukraine's Donbas region —
which has simmered for almost eight years — could be part of Russian efforts to
create a "false-flag" pretext to invade.

"Ukraine is not your enemy, but those who want to defend you against Ukraine are.
Do not heed rumour about some offensive operation," Ukraine's defense minister said
in a speech Friday.

"We have no intentions to conduct any force actions towards the ORDLO (Donbas) or
the Crimea. At all. We will move by the political and diplomatic way. Because there
are our citizens and we will not put them in danger."

The Ukrainian government's reassurance didn't appear to be calming nerves in the
rebel-held region, however, with social media photos purporting to show people
lining up to take money out of banks.

Russian officials seemed to know little about the evacuation plans. Asked if Russia
was ready to accept thousands of refugees from Donbas, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters on Friday: "I don't know with whom there were contacts, I don't
have information."

https://www.cbsnews.com/ukraine-crisis/?ftag=MSF0951a18


The reports came as America's defense chief said the United States had still seen no
draw-down of the Russian forces massed around Ukraine's borders. The U.S. envoy to
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), which was meeting
in Germany on Friday, said the Russian deployment around Ukraine's borders had
actually swelled to between 169,000 and 190,000 troops — the biggest military
buildup in Europe since World War II.

"Although Russia has announced it is moving its forces back to garrison, we have yet
to see that. In fact, we see more forces moving into that region, that border region,"
U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said during a press conference alongside his
Polish counterpart on Friday.

"We also see them going through, continuing to prepare, by doing things you'd expect
elements — military elements — to do as they were preparing to launch an attack."

CBS News Biden warns Russia could invade Ukraine withi... 03:18

But Russia continued issuing new claims that some of its soldiers and weapons were
returning to their bases after planned military exercises, even as the Kremlin said
President Vladimir Putin would personally oversee massive naval drills on Saturday
involving the country's nuclear forces.

On Thursday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gave a stark assessment of the
situation to the U.N. Security Council, saying Washington believed Russia
was planning a full-scale attack on Ukraine. He echoed President Joe Biden's
warning that the U.S. believes Russia is trying to manufacture an excuse for war.

"We have reason to believe they are engaged in a false-flag operation to have an
excuse to go in," Mr. Biden said.

The president is scheduled to host a call on Friday with the leaders of NATO, the
European Union, Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Poland and Romania.

Blinken, meanwhile, was in Munich with Vice President Kamala Harris for the OSCE
security conference, but his spokesman announced overnight that he is now scheduled

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/russia-ukraine-news-donbas-rebels-shelling-putin-response-us-proposals/?ftag=MSF0951a18


to meet Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov "late next week," unless Russia
invades.

CBS News correspondent Christina Ruffini, at the OSCE meeting, said Harris was
slated to meet during the conference with Ukraine's President Volodymr Zelensky
about the Russian buildup along his country's borders.

Ruffini said it was a risky move for Zelensky to leave his country with more than half
of Russia's armed forces moving into battle positions around its borders, but he was
keen to ensure that other world leaders weren't making decisions that directly affect
him in Munich without him in the room.

CBS News Pushing diplomacy in Russia-Ukraine crisis 04:30

Harris was not meeting with any Russian officials over the several days of the OSCE
conference, Ruffini noted, because the Russian delegation opted not to come —
knowing they would have been at the center of the wrong kind of attention.

U. N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres made an urgent plea for deescalation to
the gathered leaders at the OSCE conference, CBS News' Pamela Falk reported.
V.
"During much of the Cold War, there were mechanisms that enabled the protagonists
to calculate risks and use back-channels to prevent crises," Guterres said.

Now, "miscommunication or miscalculation can make a minor incident between
powers escalate out of control, causing incalculable harm."

Special counsel John Durham creates daylight between his Sussmann filing and
white-hot reaction by some media outlets
Associated Press (AP)



U. S. Department of Justice via AP Special counsel John Durham creates daylight
between his Sussmann filing and white-hot reaction by some media outlets

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — A lawyer for Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign who
was charged in 2021 by special counsel John Durham with lying to the FBI during a
2016 meeting asked a judge on Thursday to dismiss the indictment, calling it a case of
“extraordinary prosecutorial overreach.”

Lawyers for Michael Sussmann said that if the indictment were allowed to proceed, it
would “risk criminalizing ordinary conduct, raise First Amendment concerns,
dissuade honest citizens from coming forward with tips, and chill the advocacy of
lawyers who interact with the government.”

Durham was tasked in 2019 by then–Attorney General William Barr with
investigating potential government misconduct during the early days of the
investigation into potential coordination between Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential
campaign and Russia.

He was given the title of special counsel in 2020, in the final weeks of the Trump
administration, to ensure that he could continue his work once Joe Biden became
president.

Sussmann is accused of lying to the FBI’s then–general counsel during a September
2016 meeting in which he relayed concerns from cyber-security researchers about
potentially suspicious internet data involving a Russia-based bank and the Trump
Organization.

Prosecutors say Sussmann misled the FBI by saying during the meeting that he was
not acting on behalf of a particular client but was actually representing the interests
of the Clinton campaign and a technology executive who had furnished Sussmann

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/cybersecurity-lawyer-charged-in-probe-of-trump-russia-investigation-01631826883?mod=article_inline
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/cybersecurity-lawyer-charged-in-probe-of-trump-russia-investigation-01631826883?mod=article_inline
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/barr-confers-special-counsel-status-on-durhams-probe-of-origins-of-russia-trump-investigation-01606861030?mod=article_inline


with the data, from so-called domain-name system (or DNS) data lookups, and
analysis.

Sussmann legal team says allowing the indictment to stand would mean that people
could be prosecuted for giving an accurate tip to law enforcement if they weren’t
upfront about their motivation.

The FBI investigated and ruled out within months the possibility of a secret digital
backchannel between servers of the Trump Organization and of Russia-based Alfa
Bank — a claim that, if true, could have signaled contact between the Trump orbit
and Russia at a time when the FBI was already trying to determine if there was such a
connection.

The indictment does not charge Sussmann with giving the FBI false information about
that matter, but rather about what his lawyers dismissively described as an “ancillary”
issue — who his legal clients were at the time of the meeting.

Sussmann’s lawyers say he did not lie, but even if he misled the FBI, there is no
evidence that the false statement he’s alleged to have made is material to the case or
affected the bureau’s decision to investigate any potential connection between Trump
and Alfa Bank. They say allowing the indictment to stand would mean that people
could be prosecuted for giving an accurate tip to law enforcement if they weren’t
upfront about their motivation for doing so.

“So, a jilted ex-wife would think twice about reporting her ex-husband’s extensive
gun-smuggling operation lest the FBI later decide to prosecute her for failing to
disclose her motivation for turning him in,” the motion states.

“If would-be tipsters or sources fear that an incomplete disclosure will subject them
to criminal liability, the FBI would be seriously weakened in its ability to gather
information from the public, and recruit and maintain confidential human sources.”

The motion to dismiss comes just days after a filing by Durham that created an
uproar and was mischaracterized in some media reports — and by Trump and close
allies — as having suggested that the former president had been illegally spied on by
allies of the Clinton campaign, even though that was not what the document said.

Durham, the New York Times reported Friday, distanced himself on Thursday from
the heated reaction in the pro-Trump media to his latest filing.

“If third parties or members of the media have overstated, understated or otherwise
misinterpreted facts contained in the government’s motion, that does not in any way
undermine the valid reasons for the government’s inclusion of this information,”
Durham wrote in a new court pleading, the Times reported.

Durham also implicitly acknowledged that the White House–linked data look-ups in
question had occurred during the Obama, and not the Trump, administration, the
Times observed.

https://lawandcrime.com/russia-investigation/the-words-infiltrate-and-spy-appear-exactly-zero-times-in-john-durhams-recent-court-filing-heres-what-it-actually-says-and-what-it-doesnt/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/17/us/durham-right-wing-media-trump.html


The earlier Durham filing said the company of the tech executive with whom
Sussmann had worked, Rodney Joffe, had helped maintain servers for the White
House and said he and cyber-security researchers he was working with had mined
internet traffic for the “purpose of gathering derogatory information” about Trump.

A spokesman for Joffe said he was an “apolitical internet security expert” who had
never worked for a political party and was operating under a contract to identify
potential cyber-breaches or threats against the federal government.

During the course of the work, according to the spokesman, the researchers identified
what they thought were concerning anomalies related to Russian-made phones “in
proximity” to the Trump campaign and the White House and prepared a report of
their findings that was subsequently shared with the CIA.

The White House data that was analyzed was from the time that Barack Obama, not
Trump, was president, undercutting the idea that Trump was spied on while in office.

National-security expert and former FBI Assistant Director Frank Figliuzzi, in an
MSNBC interview, noted that claims in the agenda-driven media and by Trump allies
that Durham’s filing last Friday had added weight to a long-standing Trump claim of
having been wiretapped had in no way been validated.

“There was no content [in the DNS look-ups referenced in the Durham court filings],”
Figliuzzi said. “A wiretap is when you’re intercepting content.”

New satellite photos show a bridge was built over a river near Ukraine that could be
used for a military assault on Kyiv
Azmi Haroun &Ryan Pickrell (aharoun@insider.com) - Business Insider

Satellite image ©2022 Maxar Technologies A new military pontoon bridge has been
established over the Pripyat River, less than four miles from the Belarus-Ukraine

border.
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New satellite images appear to show a new pontoon bridge over a potentially
strategic waterway near Ukraine. Russia has built up forces in Belarus, and such a
bridge could be useful in an assault on Kyiv.

Russia has said its presence in Belarus is for training, but many in the West are
unconvinced. As the possibility of a Russian invasion of Ukraine looms large, new
satellite images taken this week show the construction of new roads and an apparent
pontoon bridge over the Pripyat River at a position in Belarus just a few miles from
the Ukrainian border.

The bridge appeared overnight Tuesday in an area close to 4 miles from the
Belarus-Ukraine border, CNN reported. It is unclear if the bridge seen in the
high-resolution satellite imagery taken by Maxar Technologies on Tuesday is still
there.

Sky News reported that in recent days, the bridge has been constructed and
deconstructed, prompting a Western official to note that "this activity is highly
unusual [and] inconsistent with any past exercise we have seen."

Satellite image ©2022 Maxar Technologies A new military pontoon bridge has been
established over the Pripyat River.

It is unclear who constructed the apparent pontoon bridge, Russia or Belarus, but
both countries have forces training together in Belarus.

Building and then disassembling a pontoon bridge — a floating bridge designed for
the movement of troops, as well as tracked and wheeled vehicles across a strategic
waterway — could be a kind of practice for expeditionary bridging in a conflict.

There are a lot of unknowns surrounding the bridge and its purpose, but by bridging
the Pripyat in a fight with Ukraine, forces in Belarus could cross the river and
advance toward the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv, CNN reported. The photos of the
bridge, however, did not show any armor assets nearby.

https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-news-02-16-22-intl/h_8f1bc1de1f494f6be3d0c06d8e85f624
https://twitter.com/haynesdeborah/status/1494309124561059845
https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-news-02-16-22-intl/h_8f1bc1de1f494f6be3d0c06d8e85f624


Troops train to rapidly erect expeditionary bridges like these by connecting floating
modules that span a river's width, allowing forces to readily maneuver and be less
dependent on existing bridges that may be damaged or destroyed in a conflict. Kyiv,
which sits on the banks of the Dneiper river, could be assaulted from its northwest if
Russian forces were to ford the Pripyat river.

Russia has said that its increased military presence in Belarus is for joint
"exercises," according to CNN, but Western observers are unconvinced, especially as
other Russian claims of de-escalation appear to be falling apart.

On Tuesday, Russia claimed that it was taking steps to reduce its troop presence
along the border of Ukraine. That same day, President Joe Biden said the total
number of Russian troops along the Ukraine border had swelled to 150,000.

The following day, a senior US official revealed that Russia had deployed close to
7,000 additional troops, possibly part of Biden's stated figure, to positions along the
border with Ukraine.

The White House, State Department, and the Pentagon did not immediately respond
to Insider's request for comment on developments near along the Pripyat.

A source familiar with the latest activities told CNN though that Russia is
constructing "bridges, field hospitals, all kinds of support infrastructure," adding that
this "is why we aren't really taking seriously their claims of de-escalation."

As Insider reported Tuesday, another Maxar satellite image appeared to show a field
hospital in Zyabrovka, Belarus, which is about 15 miles from Ukraine's border.

Jeffrey Edmonds, a former CIA military analyst and current CNA Russia expert, told
Insider that such structures are unusual because "you don't conduct a training
exercise where you expect large numbers of casualties."

"You deploy large medical assets when you expect heavy casualties from actual war,
not from a training exercise," he said.

Biden said on Thursday that he anticipates that a Russian attack on Ukraine could
come in a matter of days.

Report says new nuclear reactor is risky; utilities disagree
Jennifer McDermott - Associated Press (AP)
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Associated Press

Anew type of nuclear reactor that would provide carbon-free energy to at least four
states in the Western U.S. poses financial risks for utilities and their ratepayers,
according to a report released Thursday that was immediately criticized by the
project's owner and the company developing the reactor.

The report by the Ohio-based Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis
said the small modular nuclear reactor being developed by NuScale Power in Oregon
is "too expensive, too risky and too uncertain."

The NuScale design is the only small-scale reactor to win safety approval so far from
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and the agency is poised to issue a rule this
summer that would fully certify it.

The Utah Associated Municipal Power Systems, a cooperative representing utilities in
seven Western states, wants to build and operate six of the company's reactors at the
Idaho National Laboratory as part of a broader effort to reduce greenhouse gases
and fight climate change. The first is projected to come online in 2029.

In addition to Utah, utilities in Idaho, Nevada and New Mexico have signed on to
receive power from the NuScale reactors, and utilities in Washington and Oregon are
considering it, according to the cooperative.

A recent Associated Press survey of the energy policies in all 50 states and the
District of Columbia found that a strong majority — about two-thirds — say nuclear
energy will help take the place of fossil fuels.

Many state energy experts have concluded that power generated from wind, solar,
water and other renewable sources won't be enough to fully replace energy from oil,
coal and natural gas.

The new nuclear reactors being developed are far smaller than those in a traditional
nuclear power plant. Some use water to cool the core, while advanced reactors use

https://apnews.com/article/climate-technology-business-nuclear-power-environment-and-nature-cfb21ab68a9e7005cc08873f2a5a7031


something else such as gas, liquid metal or molten salt. The NRC expects more
designs to be submitted.
The report from the institute, which supports renewable energy, said it's likely the
NuScale reactor will take longer to build than estimated and that the final cost of
power will be higher than anticipated and greater than the cost of power from
renewable alternatives.

Gallery©Konstantin Kolosov // Shutterstock

The 90 companies responsible for two-thirds of historical greenhouse gas emissions
ExxonMobil, the fifth-leading producer of greenhouse gas emissions in the world from
1880 to 2010, has been planning since 2018 to raise its yearly carbon dioxide
emissions by as much as 17% by 2025, according to internal documents reviewed by
Bloomberg.

The news comes in stark contrast to efforts to slow down the pace of global
warning—and amid several of Exxon-Mobil's competitors, including BP
Plc and Royal Dutch Shell Plc, announcing plans to reach net-zero emissions.

Despite the onus put on consumers to reduce their carbon footprints, just 90
companies around the world have been responsible for nearly two-thirds of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 1880 to 2010, according to a 2017 Climate
Change study by Brenda Ekwurzel of the Climate & Energy Program at the Union of
Concerned Scientists and a team of researchers.

In its study, the research team wrote that “the emissions traced to these 90 carbon
producers contributed ∼ 57% of the observed rise in atmospheric CO2, ∼ 42–50% of
the rise in global mean surface temperature (GMST), and ∼ 26–32% of global sea
level (GSL) rise over the historical period, and ∼ 43% atmospheric CO2, ∼ 29–35%
GMST, and ∼ 11–14% GSL since 1980.”

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-05/exxon-carbon-emissions-and-climate-leaked-plans-reveal-rising-co2-output
https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BP/:LN
https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/BP/:LN
https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/RDSA:NA
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-017-1978-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-017-1978-0


Stacker analyzed the study to rank the largest emitters by their atmospheric carbon
dioxide contributions from 1880 to 2010. All values included in this story are taken
from estimates using the “best,” or middle scenario, the model described in Millar et
al. 2016. Each slide also summarizes the best practices employed by the company and
the country to reduce emissions and move toward a sustainable future.

Coal, oil, and natural gas are produced by 83 of these companies. The remaining are
cement and building material manufacturing companies. Unsurprisingly, the
companies most responsible for climate change included Saudi Aramco, Chevron,
Exxon-Mobil, BP, Gazprom, and National Iranian Oil Company—companies spread
across the Middle East, Europe, Russia, and the United States. The top emitter was
China’s state-owned coal and cement production company.

Half of these emissions were produced in the past 25 years, when globally, the
awareness of climate change, GHGs, global warming, and rising sea levels has
increased. During this period, while some noted oil giants and household names
chose climate change denial and funded organizations that questioned climate
scientists, others transitioned from being called an oil or coal producer to an “energy”
company, projecting a cleaner profile.

Under the Paris Climate Agreement of 2015, 196 countries committed to taking steps
to limit the rise in global temperature this century to well below 2 degrees Celsius.
Four years later, global emissions still increased: by 1.7% in 2017, and a further
2.7% in 2018. In 2019, emissions declined in the United States and European Union
but rose in India and China with an overall 0.6% rise worldwide.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the U.N.’s climate-science body,
said in its 2018 Climate Change Land Report that to keep temperatures from rising,
nations needed to halve their GHG emissions by 2030 and aim for net-zero emissions
by 2050.

According to Climate Action Tracker, which covers data and tracks about 80% of the
global population emissions, the countries on track to meet their self-set goals are
Gambia, Morocco, and India. Those seen as barely trying are Saudi Arabia, the
United States, and Russia. Keep reading to discover the 90 companies responsible for
two-thirds of greenhouse gas emissions.

“The nuclear industry has been claiming that small modular reactors ... are the wave
of the future and are essential in the fight against climate change,” report co-author
David Schlissel said. “Based on the industry's long history of over-promising and
under-producing in terms of providing low-cost power, we believe that these claims
must be viewed carefully and cautiously.”

LaVarr Webb, spokesperson for the Utah energy cooperative, said the report omitted
important facts, including the federal government's strong support for the project. The
Energy Department approved a cost-sharing arrangement in 2020 that could provide
up to $1.4 billion. The plans called for 12 reactors, but the cooperative said last year
that it needs only six.

https://thestacker.com/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://climateactiontracker.org/
https://apnews.com/article/technology-science-business-environment-and-nature-climate-change-3737699443a50ebc3a24fccde562fd3f
https://apnews.com/article/technology-science-business-environment-and-nature-climate-change-3737699443a50ebc3a24fccde562fd3f


Webb said that while the authors highlighted construction cost overruns at some
large traditional nuclear plants, they didn’t mention that the NuScale modules will be
built in a factory and not at a site that could be affected by weather delays.

“There was a lot of misinformation,” he said. “Our members are very supportive of
the project and we will go forward as planned.” Both Webb and NuScale said they
were not asked for feedback before the report was published.

“This report provides a wholly uninformed view of the value of advanced nuclear
energy technology in meeting our energy needs and climate goals,” Diane Hughes, a
vice president at NuScale, wrote in an email.

“The report also mischaracterizes NuScale’s costs, does not accurately reflect or
examine schedule time-frames and even fails to understand the output.” Thom Carter,
the energy advisor to Utah’s governor, said replacing carbon energy sources such as
coal for generating electricity is a “nationwide struggle without an easy answer.”

“We do believe that nuclear power needs to be part of the de-carbonizing
conversation,” he said after receiving the report.

NuScale signed an agreement this week to explore bringing its small modular reactor
technology to Poland. The company says it has 20 tentative agreements with
customers in 11 countries.

Poland Buys $6B of U.S. Military Gear as Russian Troops Sit Near Its Border
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek

Alik Keplicz/AP Photo

Poland is purchasing $6 billion of military gear and equipment from the U.S. amid
concerns over the Russian troop buildup near the Ukraine border and a potential
invasion.



"Some of those forces [are] within 200 miles of the Polish border," U.S. Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin said during a press conference Friday.

The planned deal would include 250 Abrams main battle tanks, 250 short-range
jamming systems, 26 combat recovery vehicles, almost 800 machine guns and more, a
press release from the U.S. State Department said.

While Ukraine is facing the most immediate threat, Poland is part of NATO and a top
U.S. ally in eastern Europe, ABC reported.

Austin said during the press conference, which he held jointly with his Polish
counterpart in Warsaw, that a Russian invasion of Ukraine could lead to Poland
seeing "tens of thousands of displaced Ukrainians and others flowing across its
border, trying to save themselves and their families from the scourge of war."

Poland's military gear purchase will help the U.S. support its own national security
and foreign policy by aiding such a key NATO ally, the State Department said.

"The proposed sale will improve Poland's capability to meet current and future
threats by providing a credible force that is capable of deterring adversaries and
participating in NATO operations. Poland will have no difficulty absorbing this
equipment into its armed forces," a department statement read.

Austin said that an additional 4,700 U.S. troops are now in Poland. Those soldiers
"are prepared to respond to a range of contingencies," he said. "They will work
closely with our State Department and with Polish authorities should there be any
need to help American citizens leave Ukraine," Austin added.

Polish Defense Minister Mariusz Blaszczak said during the press conference that his
meeting with Austin was "of special importance" in light of the situation with Russia,
and said that he appreciated the presence of U.S. forces in Poland.

Austin said that despite the preparations for a potential war between Ukraine and
Russia, "there is still time and space for diplomacy." The U.S. and its allies, such as
Poland, have offered Russian President Vladimir Putin "a path away from crisis and
towards greater security," Austin said.

"Whatever path he chooses, the United States and our allies and our partners will be
ready," Austin said. Austin also met with Polish President Andrzej Duda in Warsaw
to discuss Russia's military actions in and near Ukraine, according to a readout
from Pentagon Press Secretary John F. Kirby.

"Both leaders agreed on the importance of maintaining the close security relationship
between the United States and Poland to defense and deterrence along NATO's
Eastern Flank," the readout said.

Deterring China: Mission Possible
Gordon G. Chang - Newsweek
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On February 15, embarrassed Taiwan military officials publicly admitted that a
Chinese Harbin Y-12 utility plane had flown close to Dongyin, an outlying island
about 30 miles from China's coast, but maintained the aircraft had not entered
sovereign Taiwanese airspace.

They said China appeared to have been testing Taiwan's air defenses.Ten days earlier,
Dongyin residents reported that they had seen the plane fly at a low altitude directly

The residents' accounts of the incident appear credible. If they're accurate, the
incursion represented a significant escalation, the first time in more than four
decades that China flew into Taiwan's territorial airspace without permission.

Deterrence of China in any event is breaking down. Beijing is not honoring, among
other things, its heavily promoted "Olympic Truce."

How can America maintain stability in Asia with China's increasingly provocative
behavior? Obviously conventional strategies are not working, and ideas once
considered extreme look increasingly attractive. After three decades of deeply
misguided policies, Washington now has no risk-free options.

Communist China considers Taiwan its 34th province and reserves for itself a right to
use force to "reunify" the Chinese nation. "Reunification" is impossible, however,
because China's version of history is faulty. The People's Republic has never ruled the
island, which considers itself an independent state.

In fact, the international community has never formally recognized a Chinese regime,
even Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist government, as having indisputable sovereignty
over Taiwan. Beijing has its "One-China principle," which holds that Taiwan is part
of its territory.

Washington, on the other hand, has a "One-China policy." The U.S. recognizes the
People's Republic as the sole legitimate government of China, acknowledges the fact
that Beijing claims Taiwan, maintains that Taiwan's status is unresolved and insists
that any resolution have the approval of the people of Taiwan.



American policy, as the State Department has reiterated, is based on the "Three
Communiqués, the Taiwan Relations Act, and the Six Assurances"—key documents
that for decades have defined U.S. policy on Taiwan.

Yet the U.S. needs to do more than recite old diplomatic pronouncements and stop
treating Taiwan as an offshoot of its ties to China. "The international community must
re-imagine its Taiwan relations," Gerrit van der Wees, who teaches Taiwan history at
George Mason University, tells Newsweek. "We need to look at Taiwan in its own
light and its own right."

"Under the principle of universality as enshrined in the U.N. Charter, we also need to
start supporting Taiwan as a full and equal member of the international family of
nations," he points out. And van der Wees is correct—Taiwan meets the tests for
statehood in the Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States.

Since 1979, when Washington switched diplomatic recognition from Taipei to Beijing,
American policy has not been clear about Taiwan's status. As a result, the U.S. has
defended an ill-defined—and uneasy—status quo.

To maintain that status quo, Washington has adopted a policy of "strategic
ambiguity"—not telling either Beijing or Taipei what it would do if hostilities were
imminent. Strategic ambiguity has kept the peace up to now, but it worked in a period
far more tranquil than the present.

Strategic ambiguity worked when Beijing respected American power. Beginning early
last year, however, senior Chinese officials have repeatedly declared that the U.S. no
longer deters them.

Some, therefore, argue that Washington must react to an especially assertive China
and adopt "strategic clarity"—a commitment to defend Taiwan. With China so
aggressive, the thinking goes, only an unmistakable declaration can deter Xi Jinping,
China's militant ruler.

To make such a declaration credible, the U.S. would have to go beyond words. It
could, for instance, station forces on the island and even offer a mutual defense treaty
to Taiwan. A treaty would make the American commitment firm.

Why is a firm commitment necessary? In Eastern Europe, President Joe Biden is not
sending troops to defend Ukraine. In fact, he is withdrawing 150 military
trainers from the country.

On the other hand, he has been clear about protecting nearby treaty allies. "Make no
mistake: the United States will defend every inch of NATO territory with the full force
of American power," the president said Tuesday afternoon. "An attack against one
NATO country is an attack against all of us." China needs to believe Washington
would consider an attack on Taiwan as an attack on the United States.

For a regime that is extremely casualty-adverse—Beijing took more than a half year
to admit that four Chinese soldiers died in its June 2020 surprise attack on India,
when in reality the People's Liberation Army death toll was more like 45—the

https://www.state.gov/increasing-peoples-republic-of-china-military-pressure-against-taiwan-undermines-regional-peace-and-stability/
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/xi-jinping
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/joe-biden
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/exclusive-us-remove-military-trainers-ukraine-officials-2022-02-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/exclusive-us-remove-military-trainers-ukraine-officials-2022-02-12/
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/nato
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/02/15/remarks-by-president-biden-providing-an-update-on-russia-and-ukraine/


prospect of hundreds of thousands of killed soldiers, sailors and pilots would stop the
Chinese regime dead in its tracks.

There are other moves Washington can make. "To more effectively deter China from
attacking Taiwan, the U.S. must move beyond its conventional approach of freedom of
navigation exercises, occasional arms sales and incantations referring to legislation
and communiques from the 1970s and 1980s," says Steve Yates, chair of the newly
formed China Policy Initiative of the America First Policy Institute, to Newsweek.

"Key industries in Taiwan are vital to the supply chains on which American industry
and our way of life depend. Any attack on Taiwan is therefore a direct attack on the
vital national security interests of the United States."

"In response," Yates states, "the U.S. would have no choice but to seize all overseas
assets linked to Communist Party leaders and entities and cancel all repayment of
financial instruments tied to the government, the party or its leadership."
Drastic? Yes.

Yet drastic solutions may be the only ones that can work at this moment. China is now
regularly surging dozens of planes at a time through Taiwan's air-defense
identification zone, and the flight of the Y-12 earlier this month is a warning of
further acts of war to come.

Taiwan is not China's only intended victim. In recent months, Beijing has been
pressuring other neighbors—in particular, India, Japan and the Philippines. It is, at
the same time, encroaching on the territories of Bhutan and Nepal.

China, as noted, says America does not deter it today. Washington should take China
at its word and develop the tactics that will be effective tomorrow.

U.S. Coast Guard offloads $1 billion worth of narcotics
Joshua Goodman - Associated Press (AP)

Associated Press



FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida (AP) — A U.S. Coast Guard vessel on Thursday
offloaded more than 30 metric tons of cocaine and marijuana reportedly worth over
$1 billion that was seized at sea during a months-long deployment off the coast of
South America.

Associated Press Drug Seizure

The haul of illegal narcotics brought home by the U.S. Coast Guard cutter James was
one of the biggest in recent memory, a reflection of increasingly sophisticated U.S.
arsenal that includes powerful drones and special infrared cameras that can detect
heat from small cocaine-laden vessels.

Associated Press Men attach palettes loaded with bundles of seized cocaine and
marijuana to a crane from the Coast Guard Cutter James at Port Everglades,

Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The Coast Guard said the haul
included approximately 54,500 pounds of cocaine and 15,800 pounds of marijuana
from multiple interdictions in the Caribbean Sea and the eastern Pacific. (AP

Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)



But it also highlights a recent surge in narcotics coming from Colombia, a close U.S.
ally and the world's top producer of cocaine. The Biden administration's top
anti-narcotics officials traveled to South Florida to welcome back the vessel's crew
and tout the Coast Guard's role interdicting drugs before they reach American
streets.

“We are hitting the drug traffickers where it hits them most: their pocketbooks,” said
Dr. Rahul Gupta, head of the White House's Office of National Drug Control Policy.

Gupta said the Biden administration is seeking to increase the U.S. government’s
budget to build up the nation’s addiction treatment infrastructure and reduce the
supply of synthetic opioids like fentanyl and other drugs.

But the record busts of late by the Coast Guard, federal law enforcement and partner
nations also underscores how little the flow of cocaine coming from Latin America
has eased since President Richard Nixon declared war on drugs a half century ago.

Coca cultivation in Colombia in 2020 soared to 245000 hectares (945 square miles),
enough to produce 1,010 metric tons of cocaine, according to the White House's latest
report on harvesting trends in the Andean region. As recently as 2014, potential
production was less than half that amount. Production in Peru and Bolivia has also
steadily risen.

Admiral Karl Schultz, the U.S. Coast Guard commander, said those numbers would
be even higher, and the destabilizing impact on the region from transnational
criminal organizations even worse, if not for the U.S. interdiction efforts.

Associated Press Members of the U.S. Coast Guard stand alongside bundles of seized
cocaine and marijuana worth more than one billion dollars, aboard Coast Guard



Cutter James at Port Everglades, Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Rebecca
Blackwell)

“Does it matter? It absolutely matters because it kind of keeps a lid on things,” he
said. He was echoed by Ambassador Todd Robinson, who leads the State
Department's bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs.

“It's not just always about seizures,” said Robinson, who previously served as the
U.S.' top diplomat in Guatemala and Venezuela, two major transit zones for
Colombian cocaine.

“It's also about building our partners' capacity.”

Russia Claims a U.S. Sub Intruded in Its Territorial Waters... But It Doesn't Add
Up
Kyle Mizokami - Popular Mechanics

Sebastian D’Souza - Getty Images

Russia is claiming that a U.S. submarine was caught red-handed in its territorial
waters—but the U.S. is denying it.

Russian Navy aircraft and warships allegedly discovered the sub and chased it away.

There are reports that Russia has physical evidence of the encounter, but so far no
one has produced it.

The governing body of the Russian armed forces has charged the U.S. Navy with
intruding on Moscow's territorial waters. The Russian Ministry of Defense claims
a Virginia-class submarine was routed by a combination of air, surface, and
subsurface forces, but has provided no definitive proof that the encounter even took
place. The U.S. Navy categorically denies the allegation.

https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a37223558/america-and-russias-submarines-stack-up/
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According to TASS, a Russian state media agency, the incident took place on
February 12 off the island of Urup in Russia's Kuril Islands chain. The Russian Navy
allegedly detected the American submarine during the course of its routine
anti-submarine warfare exercises with an Il-38 "May" anti-submarine patrol aircraft
and an unnamed Russian Navy submarine.

What Exactly Is Russia Alleging?
TASS—across the span of several news articles, all citing unnamed sources—says the
aircraft and submarine handed the submarine contact off to the anti-submarine
frigate Marshal Shaporshnikov.

The frigate reportedly transmitted the following message to the submarine: "You are
in Russian territorial waters. Surface immediately!" When that order was ignored, the
frigate used"appropriate means," probably a noisemaker used in the anti-submarine
exercise, to simulate anti-submarine rockets.

The submarine, the story goes, deployed a "self-propelled simulator" to "split the
target image on radar and acoustic control means into two parts and retreated from
Russian territorial waters at a maximum speed."

In a statement to TASS, a spokesman for U.S. Indo-Pacific Command denied the
entire account. "There is no truth to the Russian claims of our operations in their
territorial waters. I will not comment on the precise location of our submarines, but
we do fly, sail, and operate safely in international waters."

Russia's story is badly sourced and there is no hard physical evidence to back it up. If
an aircraft, submarine, and surface frigate were all able to identify and track a
top-of-the-line submarine, there should be some recording of the sub's acoustic or
radar signature. It is particularly suspicious that the report is precise enough to name
the class of submarine, yet Russia is unable to produce any evidence of the encounter.

Sergei Fadeichev - Getty ImagesIl-38N "May" anti-submarine patrol aircraft during
a Russian Navy Day parade, 2020. The box structures above the cockpit are sensor

packages added in the 2010s as part of a fleet-wide upgrade.

https://tass.com/defense/1402489
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Meanwhile, Newsweek cites a claim that Russia recovered a "sonar countermeasure
device," but that device has not been presented. Furthermore, TASS's own description
of the mystery device states it was detected by both sonar and radar.

What's Really Going On in Russian Waters?

Handout - Getty Images A Su-24 "Fencer" strike jet buzzing the destroyer USS
Donald Cook, 2016. Russia media sources claimed that a previous encounter saw a
Su-24 use an "e-bomb" against the Donald Cook, causing it to fleet in panic. There

was no evidence the incident ever occurred.

There are several possibilities here. The most obvious is that the story was spun from
the Russian government's propaganda mill as a diversion from the military crisis in
Ukraine.

These stories surface now and then, including a fabricated 2014 story in which a
Russian Su-24 attack jet reportedly shut down the electronics of the U.S. Navy
guided-missile destroyer USS Donald Cook with a mysterious "e-bomb." That story
also took place against U.S.-Russia tensions over Ukraine.

The fact that no one in the Russian Ministry of Defense is willing to go on record
about the incident, and no actual evidence has been offered, suggests nothing really
happened.

Another possibility is that there really was a U.S. Navy submarine observing Russian
exercises, but the submarine was in international waters and the incident was
intentionally transposed onto Russian territory. It seems unlikely that such a
combination of aging military hardware could detect, track, and engage
a Virginia-class submarine—Marshal Shaporshnikov was first built in 1985, while the
Il-38 "May" aircraft date to the 1970s.

https://www.newsweek.com/russia-captures-secret-u-s-military-equipment-report-1679687
https://medium.com/dfrlab/russias-fake-electronic-bomb-4ce9dbbc57f8
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a30109198/block-v-virginia-submarine/


If a Virginia-class sub did feel threatened, submarine veteran Eric Moreno believes it
might've launched a decoy designed to mimic a sub. "At this point, the U.S. Navy has
no active submarine simulator," he tells Popular Mechanics. "In the past, the Navy
had the MOSS—the Mobile Submarine Simulator."

Sergei Karpukhin - Getty Images The incident allegedly took place off Urup island in
the Sea of Okhotsk.

The Mk. 70 MOSS was designed to be launched from a torpedo tube and lure hunters
away from a submarine. A submarine under duress would launch MOSS in one
direction as a diversion, while escaping in another direction.

"MOSS was removed from service in the early 90's," Moreno explains, "and
according to the U.S. Navy has not been used since. [But] they have recently been
pulling old weapons from the closet like the Harpoon (anti-ship missile), so it's
plausible it could be MOSS."

Could the incident have unraveled exactly the way TASS maintains it did? If an
American submarine really did enter a country's territorial waters, it seems
counter-intuitive to do so during an actual anti-submarine warfare exercise, when its
chances of detection are greatly increased. The lack of hard proof or sources on the
Russian end makes this possibility even less credible.

Warship territorial violations are a big deal, but even Russia's Ministry of Defense
seems to have little interest in pursuing the story. This is inexplicable unless... the
story just is not true. It seems to have been concocted to produce a big splash at a
time when the world's attention was focused on Ukraine and the prospects of Russian
invasion—never to be seen or heard of again.

Mali asks France to pull out troops 'without delay'
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Mali's army-led government on Friday asked France to withdraw its forces from the
Sahel state "without delay", calling into question Paris' plans to pull out over several
months.

A Malian government spokesman added in a statement announced on public
television that the results of France's nine-year military engagement in the
conflict-torn country were "not satisfactory".

Simon MALFATTO Map showing military bases and operations in Mali, and planned
retreats.

On Thursday, French President Emmanuel Macron announced that he was
withdrawing troops from Mali after a breakdown in relations with the nation's ruling
military junta.

France first intervened in Mali in 2013 to combat a jihadist insurgency that emerged
one year prior. It currently has around 4,600 troops stationed across the Sahel, 2,400
of them in Mali.



JOHN THYS President Emmanuel Macron says French troops will leave Mali in
'orderly fashion'

But relations between the two countries deteriorated sharply after Mali's army seized
power in a coup in 2020, and later defied calls to restore civilian rule swiftly.

The French pull-out after nearly a decade is also set to see the smaller European
Takuba group of special forces, created in 2020, leave Mali. Macron said the
withdrawal would take place over four to six months.

Spokesman Colonel Abdoulaye Maiga called the prolonged French withdrawal a
"flagrant violation" of accords between the two countries. "In view of these repeated
breaches of defence agreements, the government invites the French authorities to
withdraw, without delay," he said. Mali has also asked the smaller Takuba force to
depart quickly.

Macron responded with a statement saying he would not compromise the safety of
French soldiers and the withdrawal will take place "in orderly fashion".
The planned withdrawal of France and its allies has raised questions about the
possibility of a security vacuum in impoverished Mali, a vast and ethnically diverse
nation of 21 million people.

- Dire relations -
Mali's call for a swift French military withdrawal caps months of escalating tensions
with its former colonial master. Relations first began to fray after Malian army
officers led by Colonel Assimi Goita deposed elected president Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita in August 2020.

The army then deposed the civilian leaders of a transitional government last year, in
a second coup.
Mali's international partners -- including France and the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) -- insisted that the junta stick to a pledge to stage



elections in February 2022 and restore civilian rule. But the junta then floated plans
to stay in power for up to five years.

The proposal prompted the 15-nation ECOWAS bloc to impose a trade embargo and
shut its borders with Mali in January. France followed by announcing a pull-out on
Thursday. But Paris had already begun to scale back its deployment before relations
nosedived.

It closed three bases in northern Mali this year, where the bulk of its anti-jihadist
Barkhane force had been stationed. Macron said the closure of three bases in Gao,
Menaka and Gossi would take between four to six months.

- 40 civilians killed -
As well as concerns over civilian rule in Mali, Paris has protested the junta's alleged
use of Russia's Wagner private security firm. The US and others say that hundreds of
fighters from the controversial paramilitary group are in the country, though the
junta denies the claim. AFP has been unable to independently verify the information.

Mali remains the epicentre of the Sahel-wide jihadist conflict, which has killed
thousands of soldiers and civilians and displaced some two million people. The
conflict spread deeper into Mali, despite the presence of French troops, which has fed
popular resentment of France's military intervention.

France and its allies have vowed to remain engaged in fighting terror in the Sahel
despite leaving Mali. Rival jihadists groups linked to al-Qaeda and the Islamic State
group not only carry out regular attacks on national and foreign troops, but are also
fighting each other for territory.

Earlier this week, the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (EIGS) killed around 40
civilians who it claimed were complicit with their al-Qaeda-aligned rivals GSIM,
local sources told AFP on Friday. A civilian official in the northern Tessit area said it
was a common scenario.

"When a (jihadist) group passes through a village, the one that comes later accuses
the residents of being accomplices," said the official, whose name was withheld for
security reasons. The residents, who are "unable to kill a fly", thus become caught up
in the rivalry.

Leaked Democratic Poll Spells Bad News For The Left
Trish Regan Show Staff - Politics
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Newly leaked polling data spells bad news for Democrats.
SF Gate reported on data leaked from someone at the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee which shows that voters disagree with Democrats on a range of
issues, including their pandemic response, policing, federal spending and the border.

Mike Berg, spokesman for the National Republican Congressional Committee blasted
Democrats with the data. He laid out the key points he thinks are most worrisome for
Democrats:

66% of swing voters think Democrats in Congress have taken things too far in their
pandemic response.

80% of swing voters in competitive districts agree that “Democrats in Congress
support de-funding the police and taking more cops off of the street.”

78% of swing voters in competitive districts agree that “Democrats in Congress have
created a border crisis that allows illegal immigrants to enter the country without
repercussions and grants them tax-payer funded benefits once here.”

Finally, 61% of swing district voters agreed with the statements, “Democrats in
Congress are spending money out of control,” and, “Democrats are teaching kids as
young as five Critical Race Theory, which teaches that America is a racist country
and that white people are racist.”

The poll comes after another poll, from Rasmussen, showed more bad news for
Democrats.

“The 2022 midterm elections are now 263 days away, and Republicans have a
13-point lead in their bid to recapture control of Congress,” Rasmussen said.

“The latest Rasmussen Reports national telephone and online survey finds that, if the
elections for Congress were held today, 50% of Likely U.S. Voters would vote for the

https://www.sfgate.com/national-politics/article/Democrats-polling-reveals-COVID-warning-16927032.php
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Republican candidate, while 37% would vote for the Democrat. Just four percent (4%)
would vote for some other candidate, but another nine percent (9%) are not sure.”

Overall, Republicans have a 13 point lead on the generic ballot.
“Republicans have added four points to their congressional advantage since January,
when they led 48%-39%,” Rasmussen said.

“The current 13-point GOP lead matches the November survey, but Democrats are
now one point lower than they were in November.”

Trish Regan: Joe Biden Is No Spring Chicken
Trish Regan Show Staff - Politics

Americans are seriously doubting President Joe Biden’s mental abilities, and Trish
Regan dove into the issue on her podcast.

“OK, so Joe Biden, (aka Dumb and Dumber) is now under fire because the country is
realizing that the guy’s just not that bright, and they actually think he’s been
declining quite rapidly in terms of his mental abilities,” Trish Regan said on her
podcast.

“He’s no spring chicken. We know that. But now there’s a new Rasmussen poll out,
which says most voters believe that Joe Biden’s mental abilities have declined since
he took office.”

The poll found the majority of Americans do not have confidence in Biden’s fitness to
serve as president.

“In other words, he didn’t start with a whole lot,” Trish said.

https://trishintel.com/author/caseyh/
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“But it’s gotten much worse. Two-thirds agree with GOP members of Congress who
have urged the president to take a cognitive test and release the results. Two-thirds of
American voters want him tested to see if he’s all there. I think we know he’s not.
And 56 percent are not confident that Biden is up to the job. …These are really
startling numbers, including 45 percent who are not at all confident in his ability.”

“Are you? I mean, when you look at what’s going on, whether it be what we saw in
Afghanistan, whether it be what we’re witnessing right now in Russia and Ukraine,
whether it be the the lack of consistency on things like masks and COVID mandates,
whether it be on our border, I mean, whether it be on inflation…I mean, my gosh!”

Regan said. “He’s not really doing a very good job. This guy is in so far over his
head.”

Kamala Harris Protege Just Got Indicted – Federal Charges For Baltimore
Democrat Add Up To 30 Years In Prison, Millions In Fines
Jackson Wright - American Journal Daily

Another lawmaker just got hit with serious charges, and this time it’s a Democrat
State Attorney in Baltimore. Marilyn Mosby is facing multiple accusations and some
stiff punishments.

A Maryland grand jury indicted Mosby on Thursday, on two counts of perjury and
two counts of filing false mortgage applications.

And as it turns out, Mosby was a close professional friend of Vice President Kamala
Harris.

Mosby is accused of applying for pandemic relief money, even though “she hadn’t
experienced any of the enumerated financial hardships she claimed to have
experienced” (via court documents).

https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mdd.505548/gov.uscourts.mdd.505548.1.0_3.pdf


It seems Mosby didn’t need that relief money at all, as she received her full salary of
$247,955.58 throughout 2020. And yet, she apparently got $9,000 in biweekly
installments from the relief money.

Then there are two allegations of filing false mortgage applications, where Mosby
supposedly failed to disclose that she had unpaid federal taxes.

Furthermore, the IRS had placed a $45,000 lien against all property Mosby and her
husband owned. She allegedly did not disclose this information when purchasing a
$428,000 condo in Long Beach.

She was indicted for “similar reasons” when purchasing another vacation home in
Kissimmee, Florida in July and September of 2020.

Now, it’s Mosby’s connection to VP Harris that’s raising eyebrows. Fox News
provided the public with a quote from then-Sen. Harris during a fundraiser in L.A. in
2017:

When we march and we shout about what we need to do to reform the criminal justice
system, we better understand that we gotta march and shout with our paychecks – and
all of the work that we can do to actually make sure that somebody like Marilyn
Mosby gets reelected into that office, to not only get convictions, but have convictions.
Harris has reportedly been an ally of Mosby’s for some time.

Mosby later posted a photo on Instagram showing herself and Harris at a
Congressional Black Caucus dinner. And after Harris was elected VP in 2020, Mosby
told the Baltimore Sun:

There would be no Marilyn Mosby without Kamala Harris. When I won state’s
attorney, Kamala was my inspiration.

The Vice President isn’t facing any charges regarding Mosby’s allegations. There is
also no evidence that she was aware of the allegations against her Democrat
colleague.

Even so, the connection may not help Harris’ already flagging reputation. The Vice
President’s approval rating has fallen below 30 percent according to some polls,
which is even lower than President Biden’s.

As for Mosby’s attorney A. Scott Bolden, he claims she’s innocent:

Marilyn Mosby is innocent, has been innocent, and we look forward to defending her
in the court of law, and presenting evidence of her innocence to a jury of her peers.

We will fight these charges vigorously, and I remain confident that once all the
evidence is presented, that she will prevail against these bogus charges — charges
that are rooted in personal, political and racial animus five months from her election.

Seeing as how so many suffered financially during the pandemic, this is a major issue.



If Mosby really is guilty of taking relief money when she clearly didn’t need it, and
further failing to disclose her tax situation, then the less fortunate people of Baltimore
are bound to be annoyed.

Examples of well-off public officials and lawmakers getting relief money doesn’t go
over well — and we’ve seen more than a few of those stories in recent years.

Key Takeaways:
Baltimore State Attorney Marilyn Mosby has been indicted on two counts of perjury.
She’s accused of applying for and accepting pandemic relief money when her salary
didn’t change.
Mosby also has a personal and professional connection to Vice President Kamala
Harris.

NY Times To Democrats: You Realize Republicans Can Use Jan 6 Tactics Against
You When They Take Power, Right?
Mike LaChance - American Lookout

With the special January 6th Committee, Democrats are using the power of
government to go after their political enemies.

Do they think they’re going to be in power forever? Do they believe these tactic's
can’t and won’t be used against them at some point?

The New York Times seems to understand this, and is warning Democrats to be
prepared for such a possibility.

Breitbart News reports:
NY Times Warns: Republicans Can Use January 6 Committee’s Precedent to Pursue
Democrats After Midterm Elections
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The New York Times warned Saturday that Democrats are setting a dangerous
precedent with the January 6 Committee, exceeding the constitutional powers of
Congress in a way that Republicans can use when they take back the majority.

The Times‘ Michael S. Schmidt — who shared a Pulitzer Prize for the discredited
Russia “collusion” story — and Luke Broadwater — reported that the committee ” is
borrowing techniques from federal prosecutions, employing aggressive tactics
typically used against mobsters and terrorists … [to] develop evidence that could
prompt a criminal case” against former President Donald Trump, even though it has
“has no authority to pursue criminal charges.”

The committee hopes to push Attorney General Merrick Garland to pursue charges
against Trump and his associates, ignoring President Joe Biden’s repeated pledges
that the Department of Justice under the Biden administration would not be used as a
political weapon.

This is from the NY Times:
“Having lived through and being a part of every major congressional investigation
over the past 50 years from Iran-contra to Whitewater to everything else, this is the
mother of all investigations and a quantum leap for Congress in a way I’ve never seen
before,” said Stanley Brand, a Democrat and the former top lawyer for the House
who is now representing Dan Scavino, one of Mr. Trump’s closest aides, in the
investigation.

It is a development, Mr. Brand suggested, that Democrats might one day come to
regret. “When a frontier is pushed back, it doesn’t recede,” he said.

“They think they’re fighting for the survival of the democracy and the ends justify the
means. Just wait if the Republicans take over.”

For once, the New York Times is right about something. The Democrats established
this precedent, and they won’t have a leg to stand on if it is turned against them in the
future.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/05/us/politics/january-6-committee.html


Modeling agent close to Jeffrey Epstein is found dead in French jail
Victims of Jean-Luc Brunel's alleged abuse described shock and dismay that the
agent will never face trial
Melissa Roberto - Fox News

A modeling agent who was close to disgraced U.S. financier Jeffrey Epstein was
found dead Saturday in his French jail cell, authorities in Paris say.

Jean-Luc Brunel was being held in an investigation into the alleged rape and
trafficking of minors for sexual exploitation, according to the Paris prosecutor’s
office.

Victims of the alleged abuse described shock and dismay that the agent will never
face trial. They described his death as a double blow after Epstein killed himself in
2019 in a Manhattan jail while awaiting sex-trafficking charges.

Paris police are investigating Brunel's death, the prosecutor’s office said. The
circumstances of his death were not made public, and Brunel’s lawyers did not
comment on it.

Brunel had denied wrongdoing and said via his lawyer that he was willing to talk to
investigators. Brunel’s legal team had repeatedly complained about the conditions of
his detention and sought to have him released pending trial.

Jeffrey Epstein appears in court in West Palm Beach, Fla., July 30, 2008.

A modeling agent who was close to the disgraced U.S. financier was found dead
Saturday in his French jail cell, where he was being held in an investigation into the
alleged rape and trafficking of minors for sexual exploitation, according to the Paris
prosecutor's office. (Uma Sanghvi/Palm Beach Post via AP, File)

Brunel, who was in his 70s, was detained at Paris’ Charles de Gaulle Airport in 2020
as part of a broad French probe unleashed by the U.S. sex-trafficking charges against
Epstein.

A frequent companion of Epstein, Brunel was considered central to the French
investigation into alleged sexual exploitation of women and girls by the U.S. financier
and his circle. Epstein traveled often to France and had apartments in Paris.

https://www.foxnews.com/person/r/melissa-roberto
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/jeffrey-epstein
https://apnews.com/article/956728d5b8b4473a8a23227fe81aabcf
https://apnews.com/article/956728d5b8b4473a8a23227fe81aabcf


Multiple women who identified themselves as victims have spoken to police since the
French probe was opened in 2019 and, at times, expressed frustration with the slow
pace of the investigation.

One of them, Thysia Huisman, said the news of Brunel’s death sent her into "shock."
"It makes me angry because I’ve been fighting for years," Huisman, a Dutch former
model who told police she was raped by Brunel as a teen, told The Associated Press.

"For me, the end of this was to be in court. And now that whole ending — which
would help form closure — is taken away from me."

Former model Thysia Huisman, who is among women who have accused Jean-Luc
Brunel of rape, poses for a picture in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Dec. 17, 2020. (AP

Photo/Peter Dejong, File)

A lawyer representing Huisman and other victims, Anne-Claire Lejeune, said other
women involved in the case feel the same.
"Great disappointment, great frustration that (the victims) won’t get justice," she told
The AP.

She expressed doubt the investigation would lead to a trial because Brunel was so
central to the case. She also voiced concerns that Brunel's death means his accusers
won’t get official recognition of their status as victims.

"To rebuild yourself (after abuse), that is one of the essential steps," Huisman said.

Huisman expressed hope that Brunel's death won't discourage women from
continuing to speak out about abuse.

The investigation, along with a growing reckoning about sexual misconduct in France,
has "freed up women to talk about it," she said.

"It’s a difficult step that requires a lot of courage and strength."



Britain's Prince Andrew speaks during a television interview at the Royal Chapel of
All Saints at Royal Lodge, Windsor, April 11, 2021. Andrew recently agreed to settle
a case in which Virginia Giuffre accused him of sexual abuse when she was 17. (Steve

Parsons/Pool Photo via AP, File)

One of Epstein’s main accusers, Virginia Roberts Giuffre, has alleged that Brunel
procured women — some of them minors — for sex with Epstein and others, luring
them with promises of modeling work.

Britain’s Prince Andrew recently agreed to settle a case in which Giuffre accused him
of sexual abuse when she was 17. Guiffre says she was supplied to Andrew by Epstein,
charges that Andrew denies.

The settlement, in which Andrew agreed to make a substantial donation to Giuffre's
charity, avoids a trial.

Louisville Council President Blasts Activist For Bailing Out Quintez Brown, Says
They’re Responsible
Sandy Malone - The police Tribute
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Louisville, KY – The president of the Louisville Metro Council said that the Black
Lives Matter-backed group that bailed out the would-be assassin of a mayoral
candidate should have left 21-year-old Quintez Brown behind bars.

Brown was released from jail at about 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 16 after the Louisville
Community Bail Fund paid the $100,000 cash bond on his behalf, the Courier
Journal reported.

But Louisville Metro Council President David James said the Louisville Community
Bail Fund shouldn’t have bailed out the man who tried to shoot Democratic Mayor
Candidate Craig Greenberg and his staff on Valentine’s Day, WHAS reported.

“They are going to be responsible for what he may or may not do to anybody,” James
said. The council president didn’t think Brown should be released and allowed to
enter home confinement, WHAS reported.

“I think it’s controversial,” James said. “I think that we had an individual with
mental health problems try to assassinate a mayoral candidate by walking into their
office in broad daylight and firing at five people in an office.”

Brown is a candidate for the city’s Metro Council and a former intern and opinion
writer for the Courier Journal intern.

He was charged with attempted murder and four counts of wanton endangerment
after he opened fire Greenberg and his staff inside their campaign office on Feb. 14,
the Courier Journal reported. The attack occurred at approximately 10:15 a.m. on
Feb. 14 in the office inside the Butchertown Market building.

Greenberg told reporters afterward that he and four members of his staff were in the
middle of a meeting when the suspect barged in, the Courier Journal reported.
He said the suspect suddenly “pulled out a gun, aimed directly at me and began
shooting.”

Greenberg said told reporters at a press conference that at least one round grazed his
shirt, according to the Courier Journal. One of the staff members was able to slam the
door on the attacker just before the rest of the group barricaded the door with desks
and tables.

Louisville police said they responded to the scene after receiving a report of “an
active aggressor,” the Courier Journal reported. Police announced Monday night
that they had arrested Brown in connection with the attack.

The Louisville Community Bail Fund, co-founded by Black Lives Matter Louisville
organizer Chanelle Helm, announced on Tuesday after Brown’s arraignment before
District Judge Annette Karem that her group would put up the $100,000 cash
bond, WFPL reported.

Attorneys for Brown have claimed that he suffered from mental issues and should not
be incarcerated in the downtown Louisville jail, which has recently been the subject
of multiple investigations, WFPL reported.
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The Black Lives Matter organizer said she didn’t think the facility had the services
that Brown needed.

“[The Louisville Metro Department of Corrections] has seen its sixth death in the last
four months and they have not provided adequate resources for those underneath its
detention,” Helm said. “We’re extremely concerned for anyone being held there,
especially someone like Quintez [Brown] who is having mental health concerns from
his family and community members.”

The bail fund that released Brown has worked to release numerous Black Lives
Matter protesters who were arrested during the George Floyd and Breonna Taylor
riots, the Courier Journal reported.

“We have enough in to take care of him,” Helm told reporters. “We got a lot of
money in 2020. We’re doing exactly what we would do for anyone else in this
situation.”

She said the bail fund assists in getting people mental health assistance while they are
awaiting trial, the Courier Journal reported. “They’re not done with the case just
because they make bail,” the Black Lives Matter organizer said. “In the meantime,
jails and prisons do not rehabilitate people. The community’s been doing that.”

Helm said that Brown is a part of the Black Lives Matter Louisville community and
that the group was “shaken up” by the accusations against him, the Courier Journal
reported.

Bill Maher torches LeBron James, John Cena, Eileen Gu for 'kowtowing' to China
The HBO star accuses celebrities of not criticizing China 'since so much money is
involved'
Joseph A. Wulfsohn - Fox News

"Real Time" host Bill Maher closed his show Friday night by taking aim at American
celebrities who he claimed "kowtow" to China.

Maher kicked off the monologue by skewering Eileen Gu, the 18-year-old
American-born Olympic gold medal skier who made headlines when she announced
she was competing for China, her mother's homeland.

"Is that cool now, to choose to represent a totalitarian police state over America?"
Maher asked. "The Olympics pretends to only be about sports but of course, the
games have always been a bit of a proxy war for which country has the best system.”

And by choosing Team China, Eileen Gu became a living symbol of China's triumph
over the West, which wouldn't bother me so much if I thought China had triumphed
over us in the ways that really matter. But they haven't.

"Is that cool now, to choose to represent a totalitarian police state over America?"
— Bill Maher

https://www.foxnews.com/person/w/joseph-a-wulfsohn
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"Now, we do have human rights issues right here at home, we do, but we're still at
least, for another three years, a democracy based on freedom and they are an
authoritarian surveillance state based on ‘How would you like to disappear for a few
months?’" Maher said.

"Like that tennis player [Peng Shuai] who recently vanished for a while when she
said she had been raped by a government official. We do still throw too many Black
people in jail, but perspective matters.

China has basically jailed an entire ethnic minority, the Uyghurs, a situation that
both the Trump and Biden administrations have called a genocide.

America is not close to that. And it's a cynical dodge to pretend China's sins should
be overlooked because we all do it. No."

American-born gold medalist Eileen Gu, who represented China at the Olympics,
celebrates during the medal ceremony for the women's freestyle skiing big air event,

Feb. 8, 2022, in Beijing. (Associated Press)

The HBO star says "no one" talks about Hong Kong is being crushed by China
because "so much money is involved," pointing to general manager Daryl Morey of
the NBA's the Houston Rockets, who was forced to apologize in 2019 for expressing
support for Hong Kong's freedom.

"In America, we're supposed to root for democratic government, not apologize for it!"
Maher exclaimed.

"But the NBA has a television deal with China worth a billion-and-a-half dollars. So
LeBron James said Morey needed to be ‘educated on the situation,' the situation
being, ‘I’ve got some shoes to sell.'"

"In America, we're supposed to root for democratic government, not apologize for
it!"
— Bill Maher

https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/world-regions/hong-kong
https://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/nba


NBA star LeBron James is seen at a Nike promotional event, Aug. 13, 2011, in
Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China. (Getty Images)

“Kowtow' is a Chinese word but boy, Americans have gotten good at it” Maher
quipped, before knocking Google, claiming the tech giant caves to Chinese censors
and strips its "Don't be evil” clause in order to access China's markets.

"That's the deal China offers American companies and celebrities: We'll give you
access to our billion-plus consumers as long as you shut up about the whole
police-state-genocide thing. John Cena took that deal. Well, c'mon. China accounts
for 34% of global box office and he's a movie star now. So, like the Uyghurs, last year,
he learned he needed to get some re-education. You see, John referred to Taiwan as a
country as if were a separate country from China, which it is! But what China would
like to do to Taiwan what did to Tibet and what it's now doing to Hong Kong.”

"That's the deal China offers American companies and celebrities: We'll give you
access to our billion-plus consumers as long as you shut up about the whole
police-state-genocide thing."
— Bill Maher

Maher then played a clip Cena's appeasing video apology, which was spoken in
perfect Mandarin, to which Maher reacted, "And I thought steroids shrunk your
balls."

WWE star-turned-actor John Cena is seen in Los Angeles, Dec. 9, 2018. (Associated
Press)



"When a country can make your big muscly Macho Man action star grovel in their
language, you know you're somebody's b----," Maher quipped.

"In the original ‘Top Gun,’ Tom Cruise wore a bomber jacket but the flags of several
Asian countries that are our allies sewn on the back. Well, the flag for Taiwan has
now magically disappeared for the upcoming ‘Top Gun: Maverick.’ Well, he used to
be a maverick. Now he does whatever China says."

"So can you really blame 18-year-old Eileen Gu, who's already made over $31
million as the face of 23 brand products in China, for following in the footsteps of
other American celebrities?" Maher wondered.

"Some of Gu's defenders say it's racist to ask if she's still an American citizen and she
herself won't say. Why is that racist? Why was it racist to think that COVID might
have originated from a lab leak as opposed to from eating bats -- besides the fact that
the idea that COVID came from eating gross weird food seems way more racist and
the idea that it came from a high-tech lab?"

"Someone has to tell me where we got this rule that you can't criticize China because
I suspect we got it from China. Because after all, it's where we get everything else."
— Bill Maher

"Besides that, the definition of ‘woke’ was supposed to be being alert to injustice in
society. But because the ‘woke’ now see race first and everything else never, fear of
being accused of racism has given a free pass on human rights abuses to China and
any other places that are perceived as non-White.

If China was in Europe, would they get away with having concentration camps
without more of an outcry from America?… In 2020, NBA players wore jerseys that
said ‘Freedom,’ ‘Speak Up,’ and ‘Justice,’ but I guess those things only matter for
home games.

Sorry, Uyghurs. Someone has to tell me where we got this rule that you can't criticize
China because I suspect we got it from China. Because after all, it's where we get
everything else," Maher added.



Toàn cảnh thành phố Los Angeles hiện đại văn minh đã bị mất quyền kiểm soát
vào tay... rác thải và chuột
Từ vn-net

Thành phố Los Angeles, California, Mỹ.

Theo Cơ quan dịch vụ vô gia cư Los Angeles (LAHSA), số lượng người vô gia cư đã
tăng lên đến 43%.



Dòng sông Los Angeles là nơi sinh hoạt của nhiều người vô gia cư.

Dọc bờ sống Los Angeles hoặc cống thoát nước là chỗ ngủ của khoảng hơn 800
người mỗi đêm.

Họ cố gắng tạo ra chỗ ở bằng cách thu nhặt những mảnh phế liệu cũ.



Chưa kể, vỉa hè của thành phố này dường như đang biến thành một kho lưu trữ công
cộng miễn phí và không giới hạn, với sofa cũ, rác thải, đồ nhựa và những vật dụng
không dùng đến..

Trung tâm thành phố Los Angeles hiện đang phải đối mặt với tình trạng rác thải ngập
ngụa và chuột bọ chạy nhảy vô tư trên đường phố.

Cả thành phố dường như đang cố gắng trong tuyệt vọng để ngăn chặn dịch bệnh liên
quan đến tình trạng vệ sinh môi trường đang ngày càng trở nên tồi tệ hơn. Điều này
gây ra một mối lo ngại lớn cho những cư dân sống tại đây.

Chưa kể, vỉa hè của thành phố này dường như đang biến thành một kho lưu trữ công
cộng miễn phí và không giới hạn, với sofa cũ, rác thải, đồ nhựa và những vật dụng
không dùng đến.

Thậm chí, nơi đây còn biến thành những ngôi nhà di động bằng lều của những người
vô gia cư và nghiện ma túy.



Thành phố Los Angeles ngập ngụa trong rác thải.

Trong một bài viết của phóng viên tờ LA Times, Steve Lopez đã gọi đây là sự sụp đổ
của một thành phố.

Ông viết rằng: "Chúng ta đang có hàng ngàn người chen lấn trên đường phố và nhiều
người trong số họ đang héo mòn vì bệnh tật đến từ cả thể xác lẫn tâm hồn.

Vỉa hè đã biến mất, thay vào đó là những chiếc lều tạm bợ của người vô gia cư." Ông
gọi thành phố Los Angeles hiện nay giống như là một chiếc "thùng rác khổng lồ".

Hình ảnh từ khu vực trung tâm thành phố cho thấy rác chất đống trong khi các công
nhân đấu tranh để giữ vệ sinh khu vực.

Một người đàn ông vô gia cư đang đi bộ dọc theo một con đường đầy rác.



Những căn lều tạm bợ của người vô gia cư chiếm hết vỉa hè.

Một đội dọn dẹp quét dọn trước Trạm cảnh sát cộng đồng trung tâm LAPD ở trung
tâm thành phố Los Angeles vào thứ 5 tuần trước.

Đường phố bị chiếm đóng bởi những căn lều và rác thải, chuột bọ.



Một tấm chăn của người vô gia cư bên cạnh công viên thành phố.

Đồ đạc, rác thải ở khắp mọi ngã tư đường.



Tình trạng rác thải ở thành phố LA đang rơi vào tình trạng mất kiểm soát.

Vỉa hè cho người đi bộ đã dành cho người vô gia cư.

Trên một đường ray tàu hỏa, rác thải chất thành từng đống bên cạnh và bốc mùi hôi
thối



Rác thải và những vật dụng bỏ đi được chất đầy trên phố.

Thành phố LA giờ đây đã trở thành một kho lưu trữ miễn phí và không giới hạn

Invasion of Ukraine has begun, says senior UK minister, as Britain and US ready
'significant' sanctions
Catherine Neilan (cneilan@insider.com) - Business Insider



Associated Press A convoy of Russian armored vehicles moves along a highway in
Crimea, Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022. Associated Press

Sajid Javid, a senior UK minister, said Tuesday that "the invasion of Ukraine has
begun".

It followed Vladimir Putin ordering soldiers into the separatist-held east of the
country.

Boris Johnson confirmed the "first barrage of UK economic sanctions" will be
unveiled today.

Russia's "invasion of Ukraine has begun", one of the most senior ministers in Boris
Johnson's government said this morning, after President Vladimir Putin ordered
troops over the border.

Sajid Javid, the Health Secretary, told Sky News the West was "waking up to a very
dark day" after the Russia ordered troops to separatist-held regions Ukraine's
Luhansk and Donetsk regions.

"We have seen that Putin has recognized breakaway eastern regions in Ukraine and
from the reports we can already tell that he has sent in tanks and troops," he added.

"From that you can conclude that the invasion of Ukraine has begun."

Not long after, Prime Minister Boris Johnson confirmed the "first barrage of UK
economic sanctions against Russia" would be unveiled later on Tuesday.

The UK has yet to say which individuals or organisations would be sanctioned, which
UK government sources said was to maximise their effectiveness when announced.

https://www.businessinsider.com/putin-orders-russia-troops-to-ukraine-major-escalation-2022-2
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Johnson stopped short of calling Monday night's move an "invasion", saying instead
that Putin is "bent on a full scale invasion".

Psaki blasts ‘unAmerican’ Josh Hawley over calls for NATO to block Ukraine
US officials also did not immediately term the latest move from Russia to be a
"further invasion," a form of words meant to acknowledge the Russian annexation
since 2014 of Ukraine's Crimea peninsula.

Johnson and Javid men were speaking after a Cobra meeting at 6:30 a.m. Tuesday to
discuss the latest developments.

A "significant package of sanctions" would be announced later on Tuesday, a
Downing Street spokesperson said.

Ben Wallace, the Defence Secretary, said that details would be set out during a press
conference after coordinating a response with allies.

He said Russia had broken international law, describing the situation as "very
worrying" and "incredibly serious".

He said: "Many of us were forewarning that President Putin had an agenda, you
heard that agenda in his speech last night.

"This is a sovereign state – a democratic state in Europe. All of us in Europe should
worry and we should not hesitate to take whatever action we need to stop President
Putin from undermining both NATO and also Europe, and more importantly our
values."

US estimates put the number of Russian troops on the border at around 190,000,
including heavy artillery, tanks, fighter jets and other weaponry.

Officials in both the UK and US have long said they believed Putin is following a
playbook designed to bring about a full-scale invasion.

Yesterday, the Prime Minister's spokesman told journalists: "President Putin's plan
has in effect already begun."

Kyiv braces for conflict, West sanctions Russia after Putin orders troops into
eastern Ukraine
Yuliya Talmazan - 2h ago
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Oksana Parafeniuk

The world was facing up to a new phase in the Ukraine crisis on Tuesday, with Kyiv
bracing for a potential conflict with Russia and the West moving to impose sanctions
on Moscow.

Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered troops into two breakaway regions in
eastern Ukraine after recognizing their independence Monday, threatening a major
escalation following months of military buildup and warnings from the West that the
Kremlin was trying to create a pretext to invade its neighbor.

Moscow drew swift international condemnation, with countries including the U.S.
accusing Russia of violating international law.

Washington and its allies vowed sanctions in response to Russia’s actions, with
Germany moving to halt the crucial Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline to deliver Russian
gas to Europe. All Russian lawmakers back Putin’s decision to recognize Ukraine’s
separatist regions.

For weeks Ukraine's leaders have urged calm in the face of dire warnings from the
United States and its allies that an invasion was imminent. But in the wake of Putin's
move, some were preparing for the worst. Kyiv’s mayor, Vitali Klitschko, said in a
video message Tuesday that Russia had declared war on its neighbor.

“From the actions of the Russian authorities, we see that Russia has in fact declared
war on Ukraine. There are masses of Russian troops, who were coming there all
night," he said, referring to the two Moscow-backed separatist areas in the country's
east.

Ukraine’s defense minister, Oleksii Reznikov, said in a message to the country's army
Tuesday: “There are difficult challenges ahead. There will be losses. We will have to
go through pain, overcome fear and despair.” Still, he urged his soldiers and
generals to keep calm.

Putin’s actions late Monday came after days of escalation in the ongoing conflict
between Kyiv’s forces and Russian-backed separatists in Ukraine’s east.
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Russian officials haven’t yet acknowledged any troop deployments to the
rebel-controlled regions, but officials there and beyond suggested troops had already
moved in. Russian decrees of independence framed the troops as "peacekeepers,"
which U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas Greenfield dismissed as
"nonsense."

European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said Tuesday that “Russian troops
have entered in Donbas.” He added: “I wouldn’t say that’s a fully fledged invasion,
but Russian troops are on Ukrainian soil.”

Vladislav Brig, a member of the separatist local council in Donetsk, told reporters
that the Russian troops had taken up positions in the region’s north and west, the
Associated Press reported.

Putin's decision came after weeks of simmering tensions as Russia massed some
150,000 troops around Ukraine’s borders and Washington warned that Moscow was
ready to invade Ukraine at any moment.

Throughout it, Ukrainian officials preached calm and told their compatriots that the
possibility of an invasion was low, but that they were ready to face any threat.

On Tuesday residents in the capital Kyiv continued to go about their usual business,
enjoying warm wintry weather. Women sold tulips on the side of the road in the city’s
center, while metro trains were packed at the start of a work day.

But Putin was on the mind.
“Why should Russia recognize (the rebel-held regions)? If neighbors come to you and
say, ‘This room will be ours,’ would you care about their opinion or not? It’s your
flat, and it will be always your flat,” Maria Levchyshchyna, a 48-year-old painter in
the Ukrainian capital, told The Associated Press.

Russian-backed separatists in Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk regions, collectively
known as the Donbass, broke away from Kyiv in 2014 and proclaimed themselves
independent “people’s republics.”

Since then, they have been fighting Ukrainian forces in a prolonged conflict that has
claimed thousands of lives and remains unresolved. Although Russia has denied its
military presence in the region, it’s been accused of propping up the separatists with
weapons and financial support.

Addressing his nation in the early hours of the morning Tuesday, Ukrainian
President Volodymy Zelenskyy said Kyiv unequivocally views Russia’s actions as a
violation of its sovereignty and territorial integrity.

But he sought to project calm, telling Ukrainians: "There is no reason for your
sleepless night."

They woke Tuesday to what appeared to be a more perilous reality.
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John Durham sent a message to the Attorney General and the country
Kevin R. Brock (Opinion contributor) - The Hill

Associated Press/Bob Child

John Durham has been a special prosecutor for almost a year and a half - not a long
time, but plenty of time for a drumbeat to begin that he was showing little progress
against his orders to examine the origins of the debunked Trump-Russia collusion
narrative that convulsed a presidency.

His few indictments so far have been directed against peripheral players, feeding a
fear among Donald Trump's supporters that elites higher up the stack are going to get
away with their chicanery.

The problem for Durham is that these perceptions were providing the Biden
Department of Justice (DOJ) with increasing political top cover to shut down the
special prosecutor's office as an unproductive, politics-driven, exercise in futility that
is wasting taxpayer dollars.

If Durham were to be terminated, the American people might not even push back
much since no one had a clue whether his investigation was bearing meaningful fruit.

Attorney General Merrick Garland already had undercut Durham's investigation
once by taking steps to rehabilitate the reputation of fired FBI deputy director
Andrew McCabe, a key figure in the origins of the Trump-Russia collusion debacle.
The Biden DOJ is not friendly to the goals of Mr. Durham.

Durham couldn't hold a news conference or pen an op-ed touting progress; that's just
not done by investigators in the middle of an investigation. So, he turned to a readily
available vehicle - a routine, fairly innocuous motion filed with the court - to embed
an explosive message to the DOJ and the American people. It landed like fireworks at
a funeral. No one saw it coming.

https://www.yahoo.com/video/merrick-garland-says-doj-stands-163900749.html
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.dcd.235638/gov.uscourts.dcd.235638.35.0_1.pdf


Tucked inside the court filing, John Durham laid out a good chunk of the case he's
building, and it was stunning. Durham revealed the outlines of a corrupt conspiracy
by operatives linked to Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign. The exposed
conspiracy allegedly made a contrived, fraudulent and shocking attempt to entice the
FBI and CIA to use their powers against the rival Trump campaign and presidency.

This recent filing by Durham was designed to have two effects. First, and most
important, he has now made any decision by the president or attorney general to
dump him much more difficult to undertake. The last time a president fired a special
prosecutor who was making significant progress, he lost his presidency.

Second, Durham has signaled to the American people that his investigation has legs,
despite perceptions of plodding inertia. He has provided hope that accountability in
D.C. - rare as a MAGA sticker on a Prius - actually might happen.

Durham's filing triggered hyperbolic conjecture on the right and nervous silence on
the left. Don't be distracted by reactions driven by politics. Look at the actual words
Durham used; they're troubling enough on their own.

Those words are found in a section of the filed motion titled "Factual Background." In
it, Durham expands on information that led him to indict an attorney connected to the
Hillary Clinton campaign, Michael Sussmann, for allegedly lying to the FBI.

According to Durham, Sussmann brought information to the FBI in September 2016
that he claimed proved a direct connection between candidate Trump and Russia to
get the FBI to investigate. But Durham says Sussmann falsely told the FBI that he was
not presenting the information on behalf of any client when, in fact, he was billing the
Clinton campaign for his time.

Sussmann's defense attorneys now argue, in effect, that even if he lied, the lie would
not be material because the information was valid. But the lie would be quite material,
because Sussmann allegedly was asking the FBI to expend costly resources to
investigate his claims.

If he concealed the clients on whose behalf he evidently was acting, as Durham
charges, he would have fraudulently deprived the FBI of facts that would have helped
the bureau decide whether it was worth investing taxpayer dollars on an investigation.
Knowing Sussmann's true affiliations was clearly information the FBI deserved to
know.

In addition, despite the Sussmann attorneys' assertions that the information he
possessed was bona fide, Durham makes an interesting case why it allegedly wasn't.
At this point in the Factual Background section, he expands on the role allegedly
played by "Tech Executive 1," now known to be Rodney Joffe of Neustar, one of the
country's most powerful tech companies you've probably never heard of.

Durham's description of Joffe's alleged activities does not paint him in a good light.
According to Durham, Joffe exploited Neustar data and other friendly sources to help
him "establish ... an inference and narrative" tying Trump to Russia - and that he

https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/articles/102173-2.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/articles/102173-2.htm
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/durham-no-basis-strike-factual-background-filing-denies-intent-politicize-sussmann-case
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/594268-lawyer-charged-in-durham-probe-accuses-prosecutors-of-seeking-to
https://nypost.com/2021/09/30/who-is-rodney-joffe-tech-executive-1-in-durham-indictment/


allegedly did so to please "VIPs" within the Clinton campaign and its law firm.
Sussmann happened to be Joffe's attorney as well.

Joffe, in this scenario, isn't an independent whistleblower; he's a partisan whistle
maker. Durham could only know all this if either Joffe told him, or the sources Joffe
approached for help disclosed those conversations to Durham's investigators. Neither
reality can be comforting to those involved.

Of all the points made in the Factual Background, Joffe's alleged efforts and their
disclosure are the most damaging to those who may have participated in a
burgeoning conspiracy. It is particularly damaging because, if true, Joffe appears to
have unethically and possibly illegally turned over proprietary government data to a
civilian third party.

Plus, Durham makes a compelling argument that the data Joffe allegedly gave
Sussmann for delivery to the FBI is incomplete and made to look more sinister than it
really is. In addition, Sussmann and Joffe allegedly withheld from the FBI important
context that would have placed the sinister overtones in a more innocuous light.

Thanks to a routine court filing, the nation now knows the Durham investigation is no
joke. He has set a ladder against a formidable wall and is climbing it rung by rung,
apparently gaining cooperators and locking in testimony before a federal grand jury.

There will be more squirming to come in powerful circles, but John Durham must be
allowed to continue his important work.

https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.dcd.235638/gov.uscourts.dcd.235638.35.0_1.pdf

