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Nikki Haley slams Eileen Gu: Olympic athletes must choose to represent 'freedom'
or 'human rights abuses'
Haley says Olympic athletes 'have got to pick a side'
By Kyle Morris - Fox News

Former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley said there "is no
in-between" when it comes to Olympic athletes choosing to represent certain
countries and that "you're standing for freedom or you're standing for human rights
abuses."

Haley's remarks, made during an interview with Real Clear Politics published
Tuesday, specifically targeted Eileen Gu – a U.S.-born Olympic skier who
participated in the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics on behalf of her mother's homeland
of China.

Nikki Haley, the former Governor of South Carolina and Ambassador to the UN,
stumps for Virginia gubernatorial candidate Glenn Youngkin (R-VA), during a

campaign event in McLean, Virginia, July 14, 2021. (REUTERS/Evelyn Hockstein)

"In terms of the citizenship, look, China or the U.S.? You have got to pick a side.
Period," Haley told the outlet.

"You’ve got to pick a side because you're either American or you're Chinese, and they
are two very different countries. … Every athlete needs to know when they put their
flag on, you're standing for freedom or you're standing for human rights abuses.
There is no in-between."

Gu, who was born in San Francisco, has faced criticism from her own homeland for
representing China in the games amid the country's horrific treatment of the Chinese
Uyghurs.
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Gold medalist Eileen Gu of China celebrates during the medal ceremony for the
women's freestyle skiing big air at the 2022 Winter Olympics, Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022,

in Beijing. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)

Haley made reference to the human rights abuses faced by Uyghurs in China, saying
she still has trouble processing some images of those who are imprisoned.

"I can't get the images out of my head of people on their knees blindfolded, knowing
what's about to happen to them," Haley said.

"I can't imagine in any way supporting that or propping up China."

Haley, the former governor of South Carolina, said it is her "hope and prayer" that
Americans understand "that China is the one that gave us COVID. China is the one
stealing intellectual property. China is the one committing human rights abuses. And
China is the one that has become a surveillance state that is now going to start
dictating to our American companies, which is why they've started to leave."

"At some point, we need to understand it is time to move on from China," she
concluded.

Nikki Haley, then U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, chairs a meeting of the
United Nations Security Council at U.N. headquarters, April 5, 2017 in New York

City.



Gu, who has won a gold in the women’s freestyle and a silver medal in the women’s
slope style, has repeatedly dodged questions about her citizenship and whether she
had relinquished her U.S. citizenship to compete for China.

In a 2019 Instagram post announcing her decision to compete in the games for China,
Gu said she is "proud of [her] heritage, and equally proud of [her] American
upbringings."

At the time, Gu said the "opportunity to help inspire millions of young people where
my mom was born, during the 2022 Beijing Olympic Winter Games is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to help to promote the sport I love."

Anti-Police Activist Arrested For Attempted Assassination Of Louisville Mayoral
Candidate At Campaign Office
Holly Matkin - The police tribune

Louisville, KY – A local anti-police activist was arrested Monday after he allegedly
opened fire on Louisville Democratic Mayoral Candidate Craig Greenberg.

Greenberg said during a press conference later in the day that at least one round
grazed his shirt, according to the Courier Journal.

The attack occurred at the mayoral candidate’s campaign office in the Butchertown
Market building at approximately 10:15 a.m. on Feb. 14.

Greenberg later told reporters that he and four members of his staff were in the
middle of a meeting when the suspect, Quintez Brown, barged in, the Courier Journal
reported.

He said the suspect suddenly, “pulled out a gun, aimed directly at me and began
shooting,” according to the paper.
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One of the staff members was able to slam the door on the attacker just before the rest
of the group barricaded the door with desks and tables.

Louisville police said they responded to the scene after receiving a report of “an
active aggressor,” the Courier Journal reported.

The Louisville Metro Police Department (LMPD) confirmed Greenberg’s office was
the target of the attack and that he and his staff were evacuated.

“My team is blessed no one was physically injured today,” Greenberg during the
press conference, according to the Courier Journal.

“Despite one bullet coming so close that it grazed my sweater and my shirt, no one
was physically harmed and we’re extraordinarily grateful for our safety.”

He said he was also thankful for the swift police response and for the way his staff
jumped into action during the attack.

“I’m very fortunate to have a great team of great people who responded that way,” he
told reporters.

LMPD announced Monday night they had arrested Brown in connection with the
attack, the Courier Journal reported.

Brown, a 21-year-old former intern for The Courier Journal, has been charged with
four counts of wanton endangerment and attempted murder.

He was taken into custody outside Greenberg’s campaign office, WDRB reported.
Brown has been active with Black Lives Matter Louisville and spoke to WDRB in
2020 about protesting police.

“We have no reason to believe at this time that this individual was acting anything
but alone,” LMPD Chief Erika Shields said earlier in the day, according to the
Courier Journal.

Brown recently announced he planned to run for Louisville Metro Council in District
5.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosive was called in to assist with
the ongoing investigation.
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A motive has not been released.

“At this time, we need to allow law enforcement to do their work and so I will not be
commenting further about the situation or speculating on the shooter’s motivations
while police complete their ongoing investigation,” Greenberg told WDRB.

He said he and his staff “are shaken, but safe,” according to WLKY.

Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear said during a press conference that he has known
Greenberg for many years, WLKY reported. Beshear called the attack “scary and
horrible,” and said he reached out to Greenberg as soon as he learned about the
shooting.

“We’re praying for him and his family and their safety,” the governor said. “I know
what it’s like to have the threats, but this is a step above and beyond that.”

In the Louisville public safety plan his campaign released in January, Greenberg
called for “fully” staffing and funding a “community-oriented police force” while
simultaneously expanding various social programs, the Courier Journal reported.

“It’s not lost on me that the violence my staff and I experienced today is far to
common in our city,” he told reporters Monday.

“Too many local families have experienced the trauma of gun violence,” Greenberg
continued. “Too many in Louisville were not as blessed as my team and I were today
to survive. Clearly, much more work needs to be done to end this senseless gun
violence and make Louisville a safer place for everyone.”

https://www.wlky.com/article/mayor-candidate-craig-greenberg-butchertown-shots-louisville/39075616


DA’s Policies Blamed For Stalking, Murder Of 35-Year-Old Woman In Chinatown
Sandy Malone

New York, NY – A homeless career criminal who was out on bail murdered a
35-year-old Asian woman early on Sunday morning after he saw her getting out of an
Uber and followed her into her apartment on the Lower East Side.

The New York Police Department (NYPD) said that it was about 4:30 a.m. on Feb. 13
when 35-year-old Christina Yuna Lee arrived home to her apartment in the 100-block
of Chrystie Street in Chinatown, FOX News reported.

Surveillance video from Lee’s apartment building showed her getting out of the Uber
and going into her building, and then 25-year-old Assamad Nash creeping in behind
her, WNBC reported.

“She opened the door, and he just slipped in right behind her. She never even knew he
was there,” Lee’s landlord, Brian Chin, described. “She walked up six flights of stairs
and this man mercilessly stalked her.”

The video showed that Nash hung back as Lee climbed six flights up to her apartment,
staying one floor below her as she went, the Daily Mail reported.

Chin said that when Lee got the front door of her apartment, Nash rushed her from
behind as she was unlocking the door.

Neighbors told police they were awakened by blood-curdling screams, the Daily Mail
reported. “Please, help me! Call 911!” they said they heard Lee scream.

One neighbor, 21-year-old Star Fitz, told the Daily Mail that she called 911 and
police arrived almost immediately.

But by the time police arrived, Nash had already brutally stabbed Lee and barricaded
himself in her apartment. Police had to use a saw to break into the apartment, the
Daily Mail reported.
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When they finally got in, they found Lee bleeding to death in her bathtub and Nash
hiding under a bed, covered in her blood. He was arrested and charged with her
murder and burglary, the New York Post reported.

“I didn’t kill nobody. I don’t know what’s going on,” Nash yelled at reporters as he
was being led to a police car in handcuffs. It turned out that Nash is a career criminal
who was out on bail for several outstanding charges when he murdered Lee, the Daily
Mail reported.

Court records showed he has been arrested at least seven times since 2015, and at
least four time in the last 12 months. Most recently, Nash was arrested for assault in
September of 2021, and then arrested again for criminal mischief in early January,
the Daily Mail reported.

Nash was due to appear in court in March.

His criminal record included charges of assault, intentional damage to property,
harassment, resisting arrest, both attempted and successful escape from police
officers, and selling a fare card, according to the Daily Mail.

Lee’s landlord pointed the blame squarely at the feet of the new Manhattan district
attorney.

“This all could have been avoided,” Chin said. “This guy should never have been out
of the street. And it’s DA Alvin Bragg playing politics with people’s lives and the
Asian community has been hurt.”

“To have a DA who has won those horrific crimes right on his doorstep. And he
doesn’t even bother to show up. It’s disgraceful,” the angry property owner added.

Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg has drawn the ire of crime victims and their
families since he was sworn into office last month and announced he planned to seek
reduced charges for certain offenses, to stop asking for bail except in the most
extreme cases, and to stop prosecuting so-called low-level offenses altogether.

Lee’s Chinatown neighborhood is also located close to the Bowery, an area known
for its cluster of food pantries and homeless shelters, the Daily Mail reported.

Residents said too many homeless shelters have been opened up in their
neighborhood, making it difficult to live and work safely in the community.

Community maps handed out to the homeless by activists showed there are five
homeless shelters within close walking distance of Lee’s apartment building, the
Daily Mail reported.

“Now all of a sudden on top of those five shelters they are dumping three more,’
Chinatown activist Jackie Wong said at a rally after Lee was murdered. ‘We’re like
enough is really enough. That’s why we are having problems.”

https://nypost.com/2022/02/14/assamad-nash-charged-in-nyc-murder-of-christina-yuna-lee/
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What did you think of last night's Super Bowl halftime show performances?

New York 6-year-old girl missing since 2019 found alive in damp compartment
under stairs. Paislee Shultis, 6, had last been seen in 2019
Michael Ruiz - Fox News

New York police recovered a missing girl Monday night who had last been seen in
2019.

Paislee Shultis, 6, was found alive in a hidden alcove in her noncustodial parents’
home more than 150 miles away from where she was believed to have last been seen,
according to the Saugerties Police Department.

Police said they received a tip, then obtained and served a search warrant at a home
on Fawn Road Monday, about 115 miles north of New York City. They allegedly
found the girl in a damp, makeshift compartment beneath a basement staircase.

Three adults have been charged in connection with the case. Kirk Shultis Jr., 32, Kirk
Shultis Sr., 57, and Kimberly Cooper, 33, each face charges of custodial interference
and endangering the life of a child.
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This photo provided by the Saugerties, NY, Police Department, Tuesday, Feb. 15,
2022, shows where young girl, reported missing in 2019, was found hidden under a
staircase by officers searching a home in New York's Hudson Valley, police said

Tuesday. (Saugerties Police Department via AP)

Cooper and the younger Shultis are Paislee’s biological parents, but neither of them
have custodial rights.

In a statement, Saugerties police said the homeowner, Shultis Sr., denied having any
knowledge of his granddaughter’s whereabouts and allegedly told her he hadn’t seen
her since she was reported missing in 2019.

The Albany-based WRGB reported two years ago that Paislee had last been seen on
July 13, 2019, and that she was believed to be with Cooper and Shultis Jr. New York
state authorities said in a missing child bulletin at the time that they believed she may
have been taken to Saugerties.

The city’s Police Chief Joseph Sinagra did not immediately return calls seeking
comment.

He told the Daily Freeman, a newspaper based in nearby Kingston, that the girl’s
parents lost custody of their children — but allegedly ran off with Pasilee on the day
they were supposed to surrender them to state authorities. Her older sister was in
school at the time and wound up placed in the care of a legal guardian.

(NYSD)

He also said Paislee appeared to be "well taken care of and in good health" but noted
she hadn’t been to school at any point since she went missing in 2019.

Shultis Jr. previously told police Cooper had left him and gone to Pennsylvania and
that he hadn’t seen her since 2019, FOX 5 New York reported. But she was allegedly
hiding under the staircase with Paislee at Shultis’ father’s home in Saugerties
Monday night.
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(NYSD)

But when police searched his home, they said they saw a suspicious section of the
basement staircase about an hour into their investigation. After removing some of the
boards, they saw a pair of "tiny feet" and found the girl and her mother inside.

A crime scene photograph shows the compartment stuffed with blankets and a panda
bear pillow. Authorities said conditions inside were damp and cold.

Paramedics examined Paislee and determined she was OK before transferring her to
her legal guardian and reuniting her with her older sister.

All three suspects are due in court Wednesday morning. The Ulster County District
Attorney’s Office said it does not comment on pending litigation.

This is the Worst Joe Biden Has Looked During a Speech in His Entire
Administration (Watch)
Kyle Becker - Trending politic

Notice: This article may contain commentary that reflects the author's opinion.



Joe Biden has deteriorated to the point where he is barely able to complete sentences.

At a time when American needs strong, principled leadership, Biden is garbling his
speech through TelePrompTer readings and forgetting when he last served in the
White House.

“Look, we can cap the costs of insulin at thirty five dollars a month,” he said. “Drug
companies will still make money.”

“Let me digress just for a moment,” he continued. “I started the cancer moonshot,
which I worked very hard on, the administration — the administration I served in last
and I held conference all over the country, with literally thousands of people.”

That would be the Obama administration, Joe. When you were vice president.
Biden also bragged about putting dead dogs on people’s doorsteps. Uhh…

Biden also forgot when the Child Care Tax Credit was instituted, claiming it was
around when he was a kid.

“Think about it, think about it,” Biden said. “It was well intended originally when,
when the child care tax credit — when the child tax credit existed early on, because
you said well, we got to give a break for raising kids. But I remember it used to drive
my dad nuts. Because we had four kids, it was a lot less, it was less than thousand
bucks then. But, you know if you’re making what was 12,000 bucks a year, that was
like making $40,000 now or $50,000, if you’re making that kind of money you didn’t
have any taxes to be deducted from so there wasn’t any benefit for your kids.”

The Child Care Tax Credit was put into place in 1997. Joe Biden was born in 1942.
He’s getting worse, folks. And his approval ratings are going down with him.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10514967/Joes-approval-43-46-states-30s-swing-states-16-West-Virginia.html


“Joe Biden continues to show dismal favor-ability across the country with only four
states giving him a higher approval than disapproval score and key swing states’
approval averaging in the low 30s,” the Daily Mail recently reported.

“The president’s approval rating nationally sits around 40 percent, according to
several tracking averages, but a new CIVIQS poll showed it sitting at 34 percent from
the 165,786 respondents surveyed,” the Mail added.

“His disapproval is at 57 percent and 9 percent neither approve nor disapprove in the
dire poll results revealed on the day new data showed wholesale inflation surged by
9.7 percent last month,” the Mail continued.

“The latest numbers spell impending disaster for the upcoming midterm elections as
Democrats try to hold onto or expand their razor thin 222-212 margin in the House
and 50-50 split in the Senate.”

Good luck with that, Democrats.

Democrats to Biden: Time to make changes at the White House
Jonathan Allen and Natasha Korecki - NBC News

NBC News

WASHINGTON — There’s a growing sense among Democrats that it’s time for a
change of course at the White House — whether that means new strategy or new
staffers.

On the political front, President Joe Biden’s numbers aren’t getting better, his
message isn’t resonating, and his party’s midterm prospects are bleak. On policy, his
Build Back Better plan is dead, Covid is alive, and inflation is rising.

If he doesn’t take a new tack soon, it may be impossible for him to deliver for the
public, help his party in November or move an agenda in the final three years of his



term, according to a dozen lawmakers, White House officials and veteran Democratic
Party operatives who spoke to NBC News about their concerns.

“A sign of a good leader and a successful executive is to identify the policies or
personnel choices that have not resulted in success and make necessary course
corrections — because it’s too important not to,” said Rep. Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla.,
a co-chair of the centrist Blue Dog Coalition, which has chafed over Biden’s efforts to
accommodate the progressive wing at the perceived expense of moderates.

While only a handful of Democrats have called for heads to roll in the White House —
even privately — there is broader agreement within the party that Biden can’t keep
doing the same things and expect different results. Suggestions range from picking a
handful of high-stakes fights with Republicans to elevating Cabinet secretaries to
altering his inner circle by addition, subtraction or both.

A member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, speaking on the condition of
anonymity to avoid angering the president, said the U.S. exit from Afghanistan and
the coronavirus pandemic have led voters to question a key component of Biden’s
campaign-trail sales pitch: that his team would be competent.

Replacing top aides, including chief of staff Ron Klain, would send a signal to the
public that Biden understands something has to change, this lawmaker added.

“Biden’s the star quarterback, and you can’t fire the star quarterback, so you start
looking at the head coach and the offensive coordinator and the defensive
coordinator,” the lawmaker said, pointing to Klain as the architect of a failed
strategy to advance Biden’s agenda.

“Fairly or unfairly in a situation like this, you start looking at the person who is in
the chief of staff position.”

The lawmaker pointed to three moments last year, describing them as strategic
failures by the White House. After months of fellow Democrats’ berating of Sen. Joe
Manchin, D-W.Va., for failing to make his positions known on the Build Back Better
plan, it was revealed that Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.,
had signed a document in which Manchin had recorded his priorities for the
legislation.

And Biden twice traveled to Capitol Hill to meet with House Democrats, with major
bills pending, only to decline to ask them to vote for his infrastructure measure.

“There was no strategy. That just put the president in a horrible, horrible situation,”
the lawmaker said.

“That has to fall on the head of the chief of staff.”

Another Democratic lawmaker applauded Biden’s recent promise to travel the
country more but said he needs a change at the top.
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“I don’t think there’s anything abnormal after a year of looking at your staffing
situation and maybe shaking things up,” this lawmaker said. “My hope is that he does
do that.”

Specifically, the House member said, Klain hasn’t been an enforcer with progressives
on Capitol Hill, resulting in the delay of the infrastructure law and futility so far on
the Build Back Better measure.

“You’ve got to crack some heads sometimes,” the lawmaker said.

But Biden has long been reluctant to fire veteran aides or bring new ones close. The
upper echelon of his administration is full of people who were members of his staff
when he was vice president or when he was a senator.

They include Klain, deputy chief of staff Bruce Reed, Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, advisers Mike Donilon and Steve Ricchetti and national security adviser Jake
Sullivan.

“I’m satisfied with my team,” Biden said last month at a White House news
conference, where he said he would travel more, raise money for the midterms and
seek more advice from outside experts.

That hasn’t changed in the intervening weeks, White House spokesman Chris
Meagher said.

“The president has spoken to questions around any staff changes in the past,”
Meagher said. “There’s no change since his comments.”

Former Senate Democratic leader Tom Daschle, a member of the board of the Center
for American Progress, a liberal think tank, said the core group of staffers is a source
of strength for Biden and that the White House has accomplished a lot in terms of
economic growth, combating Covid and reducing poverty among children.

Biden will host CEOs at the White House to discuss Build Back Better Act
“The president has got a terrific team that he trusts, has great chemistry with,” said
Daschle, who is also a registered lobbyist for Comcast, the parent company of NBC
Universal, among other companies. “The last thing they need to do right now is
change the people.”

Most of the Democrats who were interviewed praised Biden for enacting the
infrastructure law and a Covid relief measure, as well as for overseeing an economy
that has grown and added more than 6 million jobs — a record for a president’s first
year in office.

A White House official defended Biden’s record on Capitol Hill when asked about
some Democrats’ frustration with Klain.

“The reality is there is a 50-50 Senate and four-vote margin in the House for
Democrats,” the official said. “Getting anything passed is incredibly difficult. The
fact that we got the American Rescue Plan passed, as well as the Bipartisan



Infrastructure Law passed, is remarkable and speaks to the skill of the team we have
led by the president, and BBB is a work in progress that we are confident we can still
get done.”

The official noted that Biden’s agenda reflects his campaign platform and added a
question: “Are those criticizing saying the Biden administration should not have done
what it was elected to do by the American people?”

Klain and other key decision-makers within the White House get the most criticism,
public and private, because they have the highest profiles, said Matt Bennett, a
co-founder of the center-left think tank Third Way.

“When you have the largest profile you also wear the largest target, and time
immemorial when you have White House shake-ups you shake up the people who are
most visible,” Bennett said.

It’s “usually done as a concession to the voices in that party who are nervous, but I
don’t think it has the impact people believe it does. There’s no magic person that can
come in and fix all these problems.”

Adding new strategic thinkers could be a productive route, Bennett said, but mainly,
the administration needs to start striking the right chords in public comments about
Covid and inflation.

“The whole administration could be clearer about arguing how they expect this to go.
I think they know that and they’re working on it,” he said. Bennett said that with the
economy, Biden should be hammering home that he will do everything in his power to
drive down prices, clear up the supply chain and work out kinks in the labor market.

“He needs to be seen as working on those aggressively, and they know this. None of
this is news to them,” he said.

As the pressure mounts, there have been signs of finger-pointing in the news media as
Democrats look for a way forward. The White House recently raced to
reassure Latino leaders rankled by White House officials’ criticism of Health and
Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra’s job performance in news reports, with
Biden and top staff members giving Becerra a tight embrace.

NBC News reported that Democratic National Committee Chair Jaime Harrison
had considered leaving his post before the midterms because of tension with Biden’s
aides. Biden plans to meet with Harrison soon, the White House said.

In an interview this month, Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-Texas, said the Becerra episode
was the result of larger structural issues with how the White House has decided to
carry out key priorities, such as the coronavirus response.

“You don’t handicap your secretary by layering them under somebody else,” Castro
said.

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/white-house-damage-control-latino-allies-criticism-becerra-rcna15544
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Democrats say the signs of infighting matter, because Biden can ill afford to preside
over dysfunction in his administration when he is still trying to convince the public
that he can unify and run the country.

There is some level of jockeying within every White House, where ambitious high
achievers can clash with one another in a crucible of high stakes for both careers and
the country. That is only aggravated by the public dissatisfaction with Biden.

Inside the White House, some aides fear that Biden won’t be able to make changes in
time to help the party in the midterms or himself in 2024. So far, even amid a handful
of high-profile departures, Biden’s top team has stayed in place.

“He has blind spots with staff,” said a second White House official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity because he wasn’t authorized to speak on the record.

“He should not have the second-worst approval rating of all time given the positive
things that he’s done. If that were me, I would re-evaluate the advice that I’m getting
and the people that I surround myself with. I don’t see that happening.”

The same official lamented a sense of strategic drift and said that “everyone’s
resigned” to Democrats’ getting thwacked in the midterms.

“It feels like there is a wave coming and no one is doing anything to stop it,” the
official said.

Philippe Reines, a onetime top adviser to Hillary Clinton, said a staff shake-up
wouldn’t be a magic bullet.

“He’s not one staffer away from a higher approval rating,” Reines said.

Reines attributed the high disapproval numbers to an electorate so polarized that half
would never support Biden. The numbers, he said, also reflect discontent over an
unrealistic expectation that the sheer act of ousting former President Donald Trump
and electing Biden would shut off the noise and bring a semblance of civility back to
politics.

“There’s a national hangover, and when you have a hangover you just want to sit in
peace and quiet, pop some Advil and drink some water,” Reines said. “Instead, it’s
become a situation where everyone’s got a hangover but we’re stuck at a rock
concert.”

As a candidate, Biden vowed to turn down the temperature in Washington, and a core
tension of his presidency has been between impulses to demonstrate civility and attack
political opponents.

Faiz Shakir, who managed Bernie Sanders’ 2020 presidential campaign, said Biden
resurrected his campaign when he began to take more aggressive swipes at his
opponents.

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/one-year-in-bidens-approval-rating-is-in-troubleonly-trumps-was-lower/


Calls for a staff shake-up risk “infantilizing Biden” and suggesting that he’s a puppet
of his aides, Shakir said, and adding a fighter to his operation could clarify where he
has the most passionate disagreements with Republicans.

“On the political score, it would be helpful to have some people who have some
sharper elbows, for the president to make sure that side of him is projected,” Shakir
said.

So About That Russian ‘Mystery Bridge’ That Appeared Out of Thin Air
Adam Rawnsley - The Daily beast

The Daily Beast

Vladimir Putin says Russia is ordering a “partial” Draw down of troops, but
satellites overhead are offering a much more mixed picture of the massive Russian
military buildup now menacing Ukraine.

Photos taken by the commercial imaging company Planet showed that Russian troops
have built a pontoon bridge on Tuesday across the Pripyat river near the
Russia-Belarus border. It’s situated near the exclusion zone surrounding the damaged
nuclear reactor at Chernobyl in Ukraine, the scene of a 1986 reactor meltdown.

The imagery comes as Ukraine and NATO countries remain on edge amidst mixed
signals about a Russian military buildup on a scale not seen in decades. U.S.
intelligence has repeatedly warned that, if ordered to, Russian forces would be in an
optimal position to launch an invasion of Ukraine as early as Wednesday.

In the event of a Russian invasion, analysts fear the bridge could be one of many
potential routes for Russian forces currently deployed to Belarus for military
exercises to make their way further into Ukrainian territory.

Russian military scholar Rob Lee, a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research
Institute, identified Russian engineering units and pontoon equipment entering
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Belarus in early February. Belarus’s Ministry of Defense authorities announced late
last week that Russian military units have practiced “crossing a water barrier”
across the Pripyat River.

The bridge isn’t the only potential Russian threat captured by satellites this week.
While some photographs have shown at least some thinning of Russian military gear
in occupied Crimea, images taken elsewhere in the territory show Moscow has
expanded its footprint.

The Daily Beast Satellite imagery provided by Capella Space and analyze by
Hawkeye 360's Chris Biggers shows a new motor pool, 19 new helicopters, and an
expanded camp for likely new arrivals at a Russian military facility in Oktyabrskoye

in Russian-occupied Crimea.

The Daily Beast Capella Space:Analysis by Chris Biggers

https://twitter.com/RALee85/status/1489280247996506120
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On Tuesday, the satellite firm Capella Space captured synthetic aperture radar
imagery taken of the Russian Oktyabrskoye air base in Crimea. Images of the base
taken by Capella Space, and reviewed by HawkEye 360’s mission applications
director and imagery expert Chris Biggers, shows the likely relocation of Russian
equipment, including a new motor pool, an expanded camp for local personnel, and
19 new helicopters.

Moscow appears to be sticking to its official line on a partial pull-out. Russian
defense ministry officials distributed photos purporting to show Russian armored
vehicles loaded onto trains en route back to Russia from Bakhchysarai, in
Russian-occupied Crimea.

In a post to the ministry’s website, defense officials said that units from Russia's
southern military district, which is responsible for military operations in Crimea,
“completed their tasks as part of the planned tactical exercises” and “began to return
to their permanent deployment points in the morning.”

Though satellite imagery provided by Capella Space appears to show that at least
some Russian military facilities in the Ukrainian territory have emptied out, it’s
unclear where that equipment is headed.

“Bakhchysarai previously had a brigade-level deployment of tanks, self-propelled
howitzers and armored personnel carriers,” Biggers told The Daily Beast. “Video
posted to TikTok earlier in the week showed elements in a nearby field. As of
February 15, those and previously parked elements have likely been loaded at the
nearby railway transfer point for relocation. It’s currently uncertain as to where.”

Chinese MI6 informant gives information about Huawei
Duncan Campbell & Richard Norton-Taylor - The Guardian

The Guardian
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A Chinese informant for MI6, now serving a life sentence for murder in a British jail,
has given information about the telecommunications company Huawei to the
parliamentary intelligence and security committee, the Guardian has learned.

He has been thanked by the chair of the committee, the senior Conservative
backbencher Dr Julian Lewis, and told that he has raised “several important areas of
concern” and that the committee’s findings may be “of interest” to him.

The revelation comes amid concern about Chinese infiltration into British politics.
The controversy over Huawei has also resurfaced with the disclosure that Guto Harri,
the prime minister’s new communications director, lobbied a former chief of staff at
Downing Street not to ban the Chinese company.

Wang Yam, who was found guilty in 2009 of the murder of the author Alan
Chappelow, a crime of which he continues to protest his innocence, contacted the
committee last year.

He sent the ISC – and a number of prominent individuals – documents about his
knowledge of the background and intentions of the Chinese telecommunications
company, Huawei, and the potential risks in Britain’s involvement in the company,
particularly its 5G infrastructure.

He has long claimed in letters from prison that he provided MI6 with detailed
warnings and information about Huawei. Yam, a grandson of Chairman Mao
Zedong’s third-in-command was a research assistant in the Chinese nuclear weapons
research institute.

He fled China via Hong Kong and was granted refugee status in Britain in 1992. It is
accepted that he was an MI6 informant.

In a letter responding to Wang, currently in Lowdham Grange prison in Nottingham,
the chair of the committee, Lewis, wrote: “You discuss several important areas of
concern regarding the influence of China generally and Huawei in particular within
the UK’s telecommunications infrastructure and public sector. As you may be aware,
the ISC is currently conducting an inquiry into the national security issues relating to
China.”
“The committee noted the significance of Huawei to the UK’s 5G infrastructure in
April 2019 and announced that it would prioritize this aspect of its inquiry. I cannot
comment on the substance of the inquiry which is ongoing but you may find the
committee’s conclusion and recommendations of interest when it lays its findings
before Parliament.”

Huawei has previously said it had never engaged in espionage or allowed its
technology to be knowingly hacked by the Chinese state.

Lewis told the Guardian that the committee “noted the policy issues raised by Mr
Yam: the ISC is currently conducting an inquiry into the national security threat
posed by China”.



He also noted that Wang Yam also raised several points about his “personal issues”
– a reference to his trials and his complaints against the intelligence agencies.

He referred Yam to the Investigatory Powers Tribunal (IPT) which he said was the
appropriate body for him to contact. The IPT investigates allegations of unlawful
activities of state bodies, including the security and intelligence agencies.

Yam also told the Guardian that his correspondence with the “relevant authorities”
in the US had met with a sympathetic response and an assurance that his points are
taken “most seriously.”

Yam was recruited as an informant by MI6 after defecting from China and being
granted refugee status in the UK in 1992. He was assigned to making contacts with
Chinese embassy staff, he has claimed.

Chappelow, an 86-year-old author and photographer, was found dead in his home in
Hampstead, north London in 2006, after police had been alerted by his bank
following suspicious transactions.

Use of his stolen credit cards was traced to Wang Yam, who lived nearby and was
later arrested in Switzerland. His initial Old Bailey trial in 2008 was held under
unprecedented levels of secrecy for a murder case. Journalists were not allowed to
attend court to hear the defence.

The prosecution suggested that Yam was confronted by Chappelow as he stole letters
and bank information from his post box before entering his house and killing him.
Yam was convicted of theft and fraud but the jury could not reach a decision on the
murder charge. At a second trial, he was convicted of murder and jailed for a
minimum of 20 years.

From prison he contacted the Guardian protesting his innocence. Following an
article in the paper in 2014, new witnesses emerged, leading to a referral back to the
court of appeal by the Criminal Cases Review Commission.

A near neighbour of Chappelow told the appeal court that, soon after the murder and
with Yam already in custody, he was confronted by an intruder who told him: “Do not
call the police or we will kill your wife and baby.”

Another witness gave evidence that Chappelow was a regular visitor to the “spanking
bench” on Hampstead Heath and he had seen him there shortly before his death
leaving with young men. There were also fresh footprints and cigarette butts found in
the house that did not relate to Wang Yam.

Despite the new evidence, which his lawyers argued would have almost certainly led
to an acquittal at his original trial, the appeal was turned down. There is now a
possibility that fresh developments in DNA testing could assist in a further appeal.

There are also plans for a film, according to Thomas Harding, author of the
prize-winning book on the case, Blood on the Page.



Yam has complained to the IPT about the way he was treated by MI6 and that the
agency asked him to participate in unlawful activities. His lawyer, Edward Preston,
confirmed that an application had been made to the IPT, who did not respond to the
Guardian’s request for a comment.

The potential threat Huawei presents to British interests and competing commercial
and security interests has preoccupied the ISC and the intelligence agencies for many
years.

Back in 2013 the ISC released a stinging report into the way the government handled
contracts with Huawei. Seven years later, British telecoms providers were banned
from installing Huawei equipment in Britain’s 5G mobile network.

Russia invading Ukraine would mean ‘body bags returning to Moscow’, says senior
US official
Kim Sengupta - The Independent

AP

A Russian attack on Ukraine would mean “body bags returning to Moscow” and the
blame for the ensuing carnage would be “laid squarely at the feet of Vladimir Putin”,
a senior US official has warned.

The Ukrainian military is far stronger than it was during the war between the Kiev
government and Kremlin-backed separatists in 2014 and would be “capable of
exacting a bloody toll” if there is a Russian invasion and occupation, said the
counsellor to the US State Department, Derek Chollet.

Mr Chollet is among the western officials who maintain that the pullout of some
forces by Moscow was not a genuine move to defuse the ongoing confrontation. “In
fact we are seeing signs of further escalation in terms of positioning of forces that’s



going on,” said Mr Chollet, one of the senior figures driving US administration
policies in the crisis.

“We are continuing to see evidence that Russia is going to launch a ‘false flag’ or
some kind of sabotage operation to provide a pretext for military actions in Ukraine,”
he said. “This is a tried and true attempt by Russia we’ve seen over the years to try
and fool us, and we’re not going to be fooled by them.”

The Kremlin announced on Tuesday that it was withdrawing some forces from
Ukraine’s borders, holding the move up as an example of how it was seeking to
reduce tensions while the west was talking up war.

The US and its allies, however, insist that a clear and present danger remains. The
NATO secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg, announced during a meeting of the
defence ministers of member states in Brussels that the alliance was considering
deploying more battle groups to eastern Europe to add to the ones in Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland, led by the UK, Canada, Germany and the US.

Ukrainians unfold 200 meter long national flag on new public holiday ‘Unity Day’
Mr Stoltenberg said the French government had offered to lead a battle group in
Romania. NATO will be taking advice from military commanders before making a
final decision on the matter.

The British government also announced that it would double the size of its force in
Estonia with additional troops, armoured fighting vehicles and tanks. Apache
helicopter gunships will conduct exercises with allies, and an additional four
Typhoon aircraft will be sent to Cyprus to patrol skies near the Russian border.

HMS Diamond will join NATO ships in the eastern Mediterranean with HMS Trent.
The British defence secretary, Ben Wallace, said: “Alongside our NATO allies, we
are deploying troops and assets on land, sea and air to bolster European defences in
response to the build-up of Russian military forces on the border of Ukraine. NATO
and our allies have been clear that an invasion of Ukraine will be met with severe
consequences.”

The chief of defence intelligence, Lt Gen Sir Jim Hockenhull, said: “We have not seen
evidence that Russia has withdrawn forces from Ukraine’s borders. Contrary to their
claims, Russia continues to build up military capabilities near Ukraine.

“This includes sightings of additional armoured vehicles, helicopters and a field
hospital moving towards Ukraine’s borders. Russia has the military mass in place to
conduct an invasion of Ukraine.”

Dmytro Kuleba, the Ukrainian foreign minister, tweeted that his country was
“grateful to the UK for standing foursquare behind Ukraine in the challenging times
of the security crisis created by Russia. Greatly appreciated by the people of Ukraine,
not only Ukraine’s government.”

Meanwhile, analysis of Russian forces being withdrawn from Crimea showed that
some will actually end up in bases closer to the Ukrainian border. Russian media

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/russia


reports said that units of the 3rd, 42nd and 150th Motorized Rifle Divisions were
being sent back to their home bases.

The Conflict Intelligence Group, which tracks Russian military movements, pointed
out that the 3rd is based at Valuyki and Boguchar, respectively 15 miles and 42 miles
from Ukraine, in the Belgorod and Voronezh regions. The 150th will be stationed in
Novocherkassk, Rostov region, 30 miles from the border.

Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelensky, had recently playing down the prospect of
military action – but on Wednesday he took a more combative stance. Speaking at the
eastern port city of Mariupol, the possible target of a Russian attack in the event of
war, he declared: “We are not afraid of forecasts, we are not afraid of anyone, of any
enemies. We will defend ourselves. We have a wonderful, strong armed forces. We
have excellent diplomats, volunteer forces and national resistance forces throughout
Ukraine.”

Mr Zelensky had declared Wednesday 16 February as “National Unity Day” in
response to the date being the possible start of a Russian attack. The public were
urged to gather, sing the national anthem and wear patriotic symbols.

Small groups turned up at the Maidan in Kiev, where the protests that overthrew the
pro-Moscow government of Viktor Yanukovych began in 2013, to show their
solidarity and loyalty to their country.

There was relief that an attack had not taken place, but the mood was relatively
subdued. “So it is another day that we are safe, and for that we should be thankful,”
said Valentina Kovalenko, 43, who works in an accountancy firm.

“But what will happen in the next weeks and months? We don’t know whether the
Russians are leaving, or just waiting for another day to come, or what? This
uncertainty is very damaging for everyone.”

Andriy Soroka, however, postponed plans to move out of Kiev – to a smaller town
with his family – because he felt that there were now more signs of a conflict being
averted.

“Our apartment is in the city centre and we were worried that we may get hit by
missiles if the Russians try to hit government buildings,” he said.

“But I think with all these talks that Putin is having with the leaders of countries, with
so much focus all over the world on our country, he won’t attack. I am not saying that
an attack will not happen in the future, but perhaps not for now.”

Federal Reserve said interest rates will need to rise SOON
Morgan Phillips (Politics Reporter) - Dailymail.Com & Reuters

Federal Reserve officials agreed that they would need to raise interest rates 'soon'
and at a 'faster pace' than previously to curb inflation which has now reached a
40-year high in the US.



In January, the consumer price index surged 7.5% over last year, hitting a record rise
for the fourth month in a row. At a policy meeting Jan. 25 and 26, before the most
recent figures were even released, officials agreed the central bank's target interest
rate would be raised at a 'faster pace' than when the Fed last lifted rates in 2015,
according to minutes released Wednesday.

The document revealed that meeting participants agreed raising rates would 'soon be
appropriate,' as would tapering back the Fed's asset holdings. The central bank
currently holds a portfolio of securities that is $9 trillion strong.

'Participants observed that, in light of the current high level of the Federal Reserve's
securities holdings, a significant reduction in the size of the balance sheet would
likely be appropriate,' a meeting summary stated. Investors expect the Fed to begin
raising rates in March by half a percent. Goldman Sachs predicts the Fed will raise
rates four times this year, once more than previously predicted.

The current rate is between 0 and 0.25%. Experts believe there is now a 50-50 chance
the fed will increase its benchmark rate by 1.75%. The Federal Reserve for months
insisted inflation would be 'transitory,' and in December 2020 predicted that for 2021
inflation would total 1.8 percent, below their annual 2 percent target.

But the Fed, for the first time in decades, pursued policies that favored maximum
employment over inflation control. In recent months it has radically changed course,
last month announcing it would begin a series of interest rate hikes in March.

Daily Mail Prices rose for a sixth consecutive month, meaning Americans have
consistently had to shell out more for everyday life since August 2021
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The last time inflation was at 7.5%, Reagan was newly in office and the 'Great
Inflation' was ending.



The January inflation reading on Thursday put annual inflation at 7.5 percent, the
highest level since February 1982, as the period known as the 'Great Inflation' was
coming to a close.

Spurred by failed monetary policy and two oil crises in 1973 and 1979, the period
from 1965 to 1982 was marked by soaring inflation that topped 14 percent by 1980.

Consumers suffered greatly from the rising prices, and outrage over the inflation
crisis contributed to Ronald Reagan's defeat of one-term incumbent President Jimmy
Carter in 1980.

'Inflation is as violent as a mugger, as frightening as an armed robber and as deadly
as a hit man,' Reagan famously said, and he devoted the first years of his presidency
to tackling the issue.

Reagan's controversial economic policy had four key pillars: reducing government
spending, slashing taxes, reducing regulations, and tightening the monetary supply
through higher interest rates.

Naysayers claimed at the time that Reagan's policies would drive prices even higher,
but history proved them wrong and inflation was soon back to sustainable levels.

Fed's rate hikes would be more about normalization than tightening financial
conditions: Morgan Stanley Powell said in December the country was making 'rapid
progress' toward its goal of maximum employment, but inflation posed a 'real risk.'

In January U.S. employers added 467,000 jobs that month, far more than expected.
The unemployment rate ticked up slightly from 3.9% in December to 4% in January.

The Federal Reserve is also expected to begin tapering its pandemic-era bond
purchases next month. Over the course of the last two years, the Fed has bought at
least $120 billion a month in Treasury and mortgage-backed securities to provide a
boost to the economy.

Policy makers have yet to pin down how much to trim the Fed's assets each month
and when to start. Officials forecast inflation would hit 2.6% next year, after a
projection of 2.2% in September, while predicting the unemployment rate will fall to
3.5%.

The Fed's main tool to fight inflation is by setting the short-term borrowing rate for
commercial banks, which then pass that rate on to consumers and businesses.
Mortgage rates are also continuing to climb. The average interest rate for a standard
30-year mortgage is 4.20%, a growth of 0.27% from one week ago.

Meanwhile, Larry Summers, who served as secretary of the Treasury under President
Clinton and also served in the Obama administration, said Wednesday that the Fed is
'well behind the curve' and predicted inflation problems will get even worse.

'I suspect next month it will get worse rather than better,' Summers said during a
virtual event, hosted by No Labels, a bipartisan problem-solving group. He said that
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the Fed needed to end its bond-buying stimulus program, known as quantitative
easing (QE) immediately.

'I think the Fed should immediately, like tomorrow, end QE,' Summers said. 'I think
the act of ending it immediately would have useful symbolic significance in
demonstrating they understand they have worked their way behind the curve.'

Why are Israeli hi-tech companies bracing for conflict in Ukraine?
Zachy Hennessey - The Jerusalem Post

Photo STRINGER/ REUTERS

As tensions mount between Russia and Ukraine, Israel is bracing itself for potential
shortages in grain, construction materials, and, quite possibly, eggs. However,
another industry in the Start-Up Nation stands to be heavily affected in the event of a
potential conflict: hi-tech.

“You don’t need to be too smart to see that something is happening - something’s
going to happen,” said Yair Tal, CEO at Blend, an Israel-based start-up that provides
localization services to businesses around the world.

“It’s going to affect lots of Israeli hi-tech companies that are really relying on teams
in Ukraine to develop and support their day-to-day business.”

He explained that Ukraine is a crucial element of the Israeli tech industry, as many
tech companies in Israel outsource their work to the Eastern European nation.

The benefits are plenty. A lower cost of living means that the work is less expensive,
sharing the same timezone means closer communication with headquarters, and
Israel’s history with taking in Ukrainian immigrants means fewer cultural barriers to
overcome.

“If you speak with any team in Ukraine today, and you ask who’s actually giving them
a job offer, you will see that a lot of Israeli companies are actually competing on the



talent there,” he said. “It’s really become the second country after Israel to find and
fight for the right talents to join your company.”

Blend’s connection with Ukraine is even closer than the average company’s. Rather
than merely outsourcing, they fully employ a Ukrainian branch of 45 workers with
whom they work closely. With such a significant portion of their workforce under
threat, stress levels are high.

The Jerusalem Post Ukraine's biggest national flag on the country's highest flagpole
and the giant 'Motherland' monument (credit: REUTERS/VALENTYN OGIRENKO)

“We have enough time to prepare ourselves and build redundancy to support our
business if something is going on over there,” he said, but besides the business aspect,
the idea of having employees under fire is a grim prospect.

“They’re part of the DNA of our company, literally part of the family that founded the
company. Those are our friends; we care a lot about what’s happening in their life,
and with their families,” he said.

That sentiment carries across the industry, as HR departments scramble to find
contingencies for every outcome.

Ruth Ben Asher-Lavi is the vice president of human resources in Europe and Israel at
transcription and captioning platform developer Verbit. She expressed that since the
very beginning of the rising tensions, her department has been bracing itself.

“When the first news about something going on in Ukraine emerged, we already put a
plan for contingencies in place.” She explained that Israel is well suited to deal with
this kind of issue, as it’s far from a typical “quiet country” as far as conflict goes.

“We, as Israelis, we know the drill. We have our weeklies on the situation. We have
our follow-ups on the news. We have a plan B in place for every area: finance, IT,



business contingencies, emergency contacts, and so on. We had a party for Christmas,
just three weeks ago. Nothing seemed dangerous or risky, but we, as Israelis, we know
that it’s better to be prepared.”

Why is no one talking about Iran digging a new unbombable nuke facility? -
analysis
Yonah Jeremy Bob - The Jerusalem Post

The Jerusalem Post

Iran is developing a new nuclear threat that could be a game-changer – and which
will continue to proceed regardless of whether there is a nuclear deal or not.

It is a problem that almost no one is talking about, in an area called Natanz where
the Mossad allegedly blew up two different nuclear facilities in July 2020 and April
2021 respectively.

The new enormous nuclear threat is a new underground facility Iran is digging and
building in the Natanz area which goes so deep under a mountain so large that it will
leave the Fordow facility in the dust in terms of how difficult it would be for the IDF
to strike it.

In a report, Institute for Science and International Security president David Albright
wrote, “Fordow is already viewed as so deeply buried that it would be difficult to
destroy via aerial attack. The new Natanz site may be even harder to destroy.”

Why no one is talking about it – other than Albright – is probably a mix of it being an
issue that may not fully mature until 2023 and that there are few good options for
addressing.

The main mountain harboring the new Natanz tunnel complex is called Kuh-e Kolang
Gaz La and has a height of 1608 meters above sea level, he said.

https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/incident-reported-in-iranian-natanz-nuclear-facility-664792
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In comparison, the mountain harboring the Fordow centrifuge enrichment plant,
called Kūh-e Dāgh Ghū’ī, is about 960 meters tall.

The report said that this makes the Natanz mountain about 650 meters or well over
50% taller, potentially providing even greater protection to any facility built
underneath it.

For around 13 years, military strategists have debated and pulled their hair out over
whether Israel’s vaunted air force has weaponry that could go deep enough
underground to destroy Fordow.

If Israel cannot destroy Fordow, then it substantially reduces the potential for success
by any Israeli use of force against the Islamic Republic’s nuclear program.

Albright is saying in no uncertain terms that the new facility being built in the Natanz
area will be 50% harder to destroy than Fordow, which Jerusalem might be unable to
destroy. According to the report, the underground facility is also huge.

This means that the largest segments of Tehran’s nuclear programs may eventually
move to this site.

“A Western intelligence official recently stated that there is strong reason to believe
that an enrichment plant is being built at the Natanz underground site, and reiterated
the claim in a follow-up conversation,” wrote Albright.

Continuing, he said, “The Institute was not able to independently confirm this, but a
small, advanced centrifuge enrichment plant is certainly the most worrisome
possibility.”

Albright wrote that, “A relatively small number of advanced IR-6 centrifuges, say
1,000, would be enough to create a more powerful enrichment plant, providing a
doubling of the enrichment output compared to Fordow and requiring about one-third
of the floor area of Fordow’s main hall.”

In turn, this could mean that the vast majority of Iran’s nuclear program could
become untouchable by any airstrike. The construction of the new underground
complex has been an Iranian priority, following the two previous sabotage
operations.

Ali Akbar Salehi, the then-head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI)
stated in April 2021, “We are working 24/7 to move all our sensitive halls into the
heart of the mountain near Natanz.”

However, more than a year-and-a-half after the July 2020 sabotage, the replacement
facility remains undone. Salehi had also said they hoped the halls “will be ready by
next year so we can move these facilities to them.”

However, even now it is unknown if the new site will be ready for operation before
2023.



Once the Islamic Republic does have it up and running though, the report suggested
that Iran could jump back up from assembling hundreds of new advanced centrifuges
per year to thousands.

Until the new facility is built, Albright said that Tehran is “depending on ad hoc
above ground centrifuge capabilities limited to the assembly of hundreds of advanced
centrifuges per year,” with the sabotage operations setting back “Iran’s centrifuge
program significantly.”

All of this is true despite Iran’s success at operating enough advanced centrifuges to
enrich enough uranium for multiple potential nuclear weapons – if it decides to
enrich up further to weaponized levels.

In terms of the status of the construction, satellite images throughout 2021 show
extensive excavation activities, with spoil piles growing steadily, said the report.

As of November 2021, the report said that, “the area remains a major construction
zone, excavation appears ongoing, and the overall tunnel facility does not appear
finished. Construction materials visibly stored along the graded roads may indicate
ongoing tunnel lining efforts or that Iran has begun to outfit the interior in parts of
the tunnel complex.”

“Two tunnel entrance areas, one west and one east of a large mountain, with three
likely tunnel portals have been identified in commercial satellite imagery, as well as a
construction staging area and probable future above-ground support site,” said the
report.

Albright wrote that, “near the Western tunnel portal, there is road grading, perhaps
for a second Western portal, or the genesis of an access route to the top of the
mountain to allow the construction of a ventilation shaft/system on the top of the
mountain.”

He recommended that, “Efforts should be made to dissuade Iran from finishing this
facility, or… to at least disrupt its procurement of needed equipment and raw
materials,” since otherwise, the facility could “reconstitute Iran’s ability to deploy
thousands of advanced centrifuges each year, once again complicating any effort to
lengthen its breakout or sneak-out timelines in a nuclear agreement.”

In Deep Blue County Biden Won by 17 Points, a GOP Upset Signals That Midterms
Will Be a Train Wreck for Democrats.
Kyle Becker - Trending Politics

Notice: This article may contain commentary that reflects the author's opinion.



In deep blue Bergen County, a borough council race likely to result in a Republican
teacher upsetting a Democratic incumbent may provide further evidence that a red
wave in the 2022 midterms is all-but-unstoppable.

The New Jersey Globe on Tuesday night reported that “former school board member
Danyel Cicarelli leads Democrat Katherine Bennin by 63 votes, 585 to 522, a margin
of 52.9% to 47.1%.”

The Globe reported that Bennin won the mail-in ballots by 201 to 111, but Cicarelli,
who is a public school teacher, took the in-person vote by 153 votes. There are
vote-by-mail ballots that may still be counted until Monday, the report adds.

The report adds important background worth recounting. In the last election,
Republicans flipped another council seat: Samuel Conoscenti defeated Democratic
Councilman Douglas Herrick by 50 votes. Cicarelli and Bennin each received 1,437
votes, thus triggering the run-off election.

“Maywood has a Democratic mayor; Democrats were defending a 6-0 council
majority going into the 2021 election,” the Globe adds. “Democrats will now have a
4-2 majority on the council if Cicarelli is certified as the winner, making 2022 a
control election in a suburban Bergen County municipality that tilts blue.”

“Democrats make up 39% of the registered voters in Maywood; Republicans are 20%
of the local electorate,” the report noted.

There is the matter of whether or not anything can be gleaned from the probable
upset, should Cicarelli’s lead withstand the expected ‘magically appearing’ mail-in
ballots between now and Monday.

“Republicans win a council seat in Maywood — a new election after the November
race ended in a tie. Maywood is a Democratic town — is this a harbinger of the 2022
midterms?” Globe editor David Wildstein asked on Twitter.

https://newjerseyglobe.com/fl/gop-picks-up-council-seat-in-maywood-a-democratic-town/
https://twitter.com/wildstein/status/1493768858930454528


Although nothing is assured, we can certainly unpack the recent district, county, and
borough election results to further divine the likelihood that an upset GOP borough
council victory is a litmus test for Democrats’ fortunes in the 2022 midterms.

Maywood is located in New Jersey’s fifth Congressional district, which is represented
by Josh Gottheimer. The Democratic incumbent defeated the Republican challenger
Frank Pallotta by 7.5 points in the 2020 elections.

In the 2018 midterm elections, when Donald Trump was president, Gottheimer
defeated his GOP opponent John McCann by 13.7 points.

The fifth Congressional district makes for an interesting bellwhether — if such a thing
exists anymore after the 2020 election — because it is a blue district that has leaned
Republican in the recent past and because it has a strong elasticity index.

FiveThirtyEight’s elasticity score for states and congressional districts measures
“how sensitive it is to changes in the national political environment.” This district’s
elasticity score was rated as 1.09. That means that for every 1 point the national
political mood shifted toward a party, the district was expected to move 1.09 points
toward that party.

The Cook Political Report currently has the district as Likely Democratic ahead of
the 2022 midterm elections. The fifth Congressional was rated as R+3 as recently as
2017, however, according to the Cook Partisan Voter Index.

If you drill down to the county level where the council race took place, Bergen County,
you find that it is heavily Democratic. The following are the Democratic MOVs in the
past presidential elections.

Bergen County went 16.5% more for Biden than Trump, 13.19% more Hillary than
Trump in 2016, 11.33% more Obama than Romney in 2012, and 9.46% more Obama
than McCain in 2008.

https://ballotpedia.org/New_Jersey's_5th_Congressional_District
https://nationalfile.com/data-trump-won-95-of-bellwether-counties-making-biden-win-statistically-improbable/
https://nationalfile.com/data-trump-won-95-of-bellwether-counties-making-biden-win-statistically-improbable/
https://www.cookpolitical.com/ratings/house-race-ratings
https://www.politico.com/2020-election/results/new-jersey/


If you drill down to the precinct level of Maywood, New Jersey, you find that Biden
beat Trump by a 17-point margin (2509 votes to 1,427 votes).

In the big picture, the RealClearPolitics average of polls shows that the Republicans
currently hold a 3.3-point generic ballot edge; however, the margin has been
reported to be as high as R+6 and R+8 in the last month.

The generic ballot typically tends to overstate Democratic Party strength, suggesting
that the true GOP edge going into the 2022 midterms may be 2-3 points higher than
the polls show.

Furthermore, the Democrats’ traditional voter registration edge has been dissipating
in key battleground states, including Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and Florida. But
a recent poll from Trafalgar Group, typically an accurate elections pollster, suggests
that you can stick a fork in the Democrats. They are toast in the midterm elections.

“A poll from the Convention of States Action (COSA) in partnership with the
Trafalgar Group showed Republicans enjoyed 54.4 percent support in the upcoming

https://www.co.bergen.nj.us/images/County_Officials/Boards__Commissions/Bergen_County_Board_of_Elections/About/Precinct_Summary_Nov_2020.pdf
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/other/2022-generic-congressional-vote-7361.html
https://www.scribd.com/document/558262784/New-FDRLST-Susquehanna-Polls-Shows-GOP-6-Ahead-Of-2022-Mid-Terms-Topline-Results
https://www.monmouth.edu/polling-institute/reports/monmouthpoll_US_012622/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-bias-of-the-generic-ballot-its-complicated/
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/575275-democrats-voter-registration-edge-shrinks-in-key-states
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/575275-democrats-voter-registration-edge-shrinks-in-key-states


midterms, compared to just 41.9 percent for Democrats,” Newsweek noted about the
poll.

Unfortunately for the Democrats, none of their policies appear to be working: The
economy is racked with supply chain and inflation issues, gas prices are a persistent
real-world problem, and the party clearly appears to be out-of-touch with many
working and middle-class Americans.

The Democratic Party’s usual spiels about the never-ending Covid threat, climate
change, racial politics, and the riot on January 6th are no longer compelling to most
voters: Americans want actual results that make a positive change in their lives —
and they want it now.

Exclusive-Iran nuclear deal draft puts prisoners, enrichment, cash first, oil comes
later -diplomats
Francois Murphy, Parisa Hafezi & John Irish - Reuters

Reuters/DADO RUVIC

VIENNA (Reuters) - A U.S.-Iranian deal taking shape to revive Iran's 2015 nuclear
agreement with world powers lays out phases of mutual steps to bring both sides back
into full compliance, and the first does not include waivers on oil sanctions, diplomats
say.

Envoys from Iran, Russia, China, Britain, France, Germany, the European Union and
United States are still negotiating details of the draft accord amid Western warnings
that time is running out before the original deal becomes obsolete. Delegates say
much of the text is settled but some thorny issues remain.

The broad objective is to return to the original bargain of lifting sanctions against
Iran, including ones that have slashed its crucial oil sales, in exchange for
restrictions on its nuclear activities that extend the time it would need to produce
enough enriched uranium for an atomic bomb if it chose to.

https://www.newsweek.com/republicans-enjoy-huge-lead-over-democrats-midterms-poll-1679289


Iran has breached many of those restrictions and pushed well beyond them in
response to the U.S. withdrawal from the deal in 2018 and its re-imposition of
sanctions under then-President Donald Trump. While the 2015 deal capped uranium
enrichment at 3.67% fissile purity, Iran is now enriching to up to 60%, close to
weapons grade.

Iran insists its aims are wholly peaceful and that it wants to master nuclear
technology for civil uses. But Western powers say no other state has enriched to such
a high level without developing nuclear weapons and Iran's advances since the U.S.
walkout mean the 2015 deal will soon be totally hollowed out.

The draft text of the agreement, which is more than 20 pages long, stipulates a
sequence of steps to be implemented once it has been approved by the remaining
parties to the deal, starting with a phase including Iran suspending enrichment above
5% purity, three diplomats familiar with negotiations said.

The text also alludes to other measures that diplomats say include unfreezing about
$7 billion in Iranian funds stuck in South Korean banks under U.S. sanctions, as well
as the release of Western prisoners held in Iran, which U.S. lead negotiator Robert
Malley has suggested is a requirement for a deal.

Only once that initial wave of measures has been taken and confirmed would the main
phase of sanctions-lifting begin, culminating in what many diplomats call
Re-Implementation Day - a nod to the original deal's Implementation Day, when the
last nuclear and sanctions-related measures fell into place.

Iran's leader says Biden and Trump are damaging US reputation
The duration of these phases has not yet been agreed, and the text includes an X for
the number of days between the milestone days such as Re-Implementation Day,
diplomats say. Various officials have estimated the time from an agreement until
Re-Implementation Day at between one and three months.

Iran will return to core nuclear limits like the 3.67% cap on enrichment purity,
diplomats said.

OIL WAIVERS
As in the original deal, officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), the new agreement entails the United States granting waivers to sanctions
on Iran's lifeblood oil sector rather than lifting them outright. That requires renewing
the waivers every few months.

"On oil exports, under the deal, (former U.S. President Barack) Obama and Trump
used to issue 90- to 120-day waivers and renewed them consistently until Trump
stopped after exiting the pact. Those waivers have been agreed to be issued again," a
Middle Eastern diplomat briefed on the talks said.

Diplomats involved in the talks, which began 10 months ago, have said it remains
unclear whether an agreement will indeed be reached, citing the now hackneyed
principle that nothing is agreed until everything is agreed.



French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said on Wednesday Iran must decide
within a matter of days whether to take the leap, and other officials have said the next
couple of days will be crucial.

Stubborn issues that remain include Iran's demand that the United States guarantee it
will not withdraw again. Western officials say this is impossible to give an iron-clad
assurance on given the difficulty in binding future governments.

The Middle Eastern diplomat and an Iranian official indicated, however, that Tehran
was prepared to accept a lesser measure - that in the event of a U.S. violation of the
pact, Iran would be allowed to enrich to up to 60% purity again.

The Islamic Republic and Western powers have previously clashed over whether the
U.S. withdrawal gave Iran the right to breach the deal under the original text, as
Tehran did, as well as over what constitutes a breach.

The lifting of some particularly sensitive sanctions could also require Iranian and U.S.
officials to meet directly, several diplomats have said. Iran has so far refused
face-to-face meetings. Any such move would happen at the end of negotiations, the
Iranian and Middle Eastern officials said.

Artificial intelligence may already be ‘slightly conscious’, AI scientists warn
Anthony Cuthbertson - The Independent

Advanced forms of artificial intelligence may already be displaying glimmers of
consciousness, according to leading computer scientists.

MIT researcher Tamay Besiroglu joined OpenAI cofounder Ilya Sutskever in warning
that some machine learning AI may have achieved a limited form of sentience,
sparking debate among neuroscientists and AI researchers.

“It may be that today’s large neural networks are slightly conscious,” tweeted Mr
Sutskever, who co-founded OpenAI alongside tech billionaire Elon Musk.

The comment drew a strong response from leaders in the field, including Professor
Murray Shanahan from Imperial College London, who said: “In the same sense that
it may be that a large field of wheat is slightly pasta.”

Mr Besiroglu, defended Dr Sutskever’s idea, claiming that such possibilities should
not be derided or dismissed.

“Seeing so many prominent machine learning folks ridiculing this idea is
disappointing,” he tweeted. “It makes me less hopeful in the field’s ability to seriously
take on some of the profound, weird and important questions that they’ll undoubtedly
be faced with over the next few decades.”

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/openai


Attempts to define consciousness have divided neuroscientists and philosophers for
centuries, though a broad way of describing it is as a narrative constructed by our
brains, capable of perception through senses and imagination. Some definitions also
include the ability to experience positive and negative emotions, like love and hate.

How artificial intelligence is taking over our decision making
A recent study attempted to track advances in machine learning over the last decade,
showing a clear trend in major advances in vision and language.

One of the authors of the research was Mr Besiroglu, who drew a line across across a
trend graph in a “tongue-in-cheek” attempt to classify which leading AI algorithms
could be considered to have some form of consciousness.

OpenAI’s sophisticated text generator GPT-3 was placed in the “maybe slightly
conscious” category, as well as AlphaGo Zero, developed by Google’s DeepMind AI
division.

The Independent MIT researcher Tamay Besiroglu (Tamay Besiroglu/ MIT)

“I don’t actually think we can draw a clear line between models that are ‘not
conscious’ vs. ‘maybe slightly conscious’. I’m also not sure any of these models are
conscious,” Dr Besiroglu told Futurism.

“That said, I do think the question could be a meaningful one that shouldn’t just be
neglected.”

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman offered his thoughts on his company’s most powerful
AI, tweeting: “I think GPT-3 or -4 will very, very likely not be conscious in any way
we use that word. If they are, it’s a very alien form of consciousness.”

https://arxiv.org/abs/2202.05924
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/deepmind
https://twitter.com/sama/status/1492645047585570816


The prospect of artificial consciousness rather than simply artificial intelligence
raises ethical and practical questions: If machines achieve sentience, then would it be
ethically wrong to destroy them or turn them off if they malfunction or are no longer
useful?

Jacy Reese Anthis, who researches technology and ethics, described such a dilemma
as “one of the most important questions for the long-term future”.

UK intelligence says Russia has 50% of its ground combat units on Ukraine's
border
Bill Bostock (wbostock@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Andrei Stasevich/BelTA/Handout via REUTERS A rocket launcher system seen during
military drills held by Russia and Belarus in Belarus on February 17, 2022.

The UK said Thursday that Russia has 50% of its ground combat units at Ukraine's
border.

The warning came as Biden said there was a "very high" chance Russia will invade
Ukraine soon.

Western powers are scrambling to secure a diplomatic solution to the crisis, with
little success.

Russia has positioned 50% of its ground combat units on the Ukrainian border, the
UK Ministry of Defence (MOD) said Thursday.

"It is the largest gathering of Russian troops since the fall of the Soviet Union in
1991," the MOD said in an information bulletin posted to Twitter.

"The scale of this is far beyond that needed for a large scale training exercise."

The MOD did not specify which ground combat units had been stationed at the border.
The ministry did not immediately respond to Insider's request for comment.

https://twitter.com/jacyanthis/status/1492666307703148544
https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1494344646864031758


Russia has amassed as many as 150,000 troops near Ukraine's border since late
November, with President Joe Biden warning Thursday that chances of a full scale
invasion were "very high."

Russia on Tuesday announced that it was withdrawing some troops from the
Ukrainian border following military training.

The US, NATO, UK, and Ukraine have disputed that claim, saying Russia was, on the
contrary, increasing its military presence. "They have not moved any of their troops
out. They have moved more troops in," Biden said Tuesday.

Russia's defense also announced plans to hold missile test launches on Saturday. The
exact location of the launches is unclear.

During a speech at the United Nations Security Council on Thursday, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said he expects Russia to manufacture "a pretext for its attack"
before invading Ukraine. This could be a "violent event" Russia blames on Ukraine or
an "outrageous accusation" Russia levels against Kyiv, he said.

The UK has leapt to Ukraine's defense during the current standoff, sending artillery
and aid.

"We are deploying troops and assets on land, sea, and air to bolster European
defenses in response to the buildup of Russian military forces on the border of
Ukraine," UK Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said Thursday.

"NATO and our allies have been clear that an invasion of Ukraine will be met with
severe consequences. De-escalation and diplomacy remain the only path out of this
situation."

Despite the military buildup, Russia has claimed there is still time for a diplomatic
solution to the crisis.

The State Department said Thursday that Blinken accepted an invitation to meet
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Europe next week, so long as Russia
doesn't invade Ukraine.

Biden is scheduled to speak with NATO leaders on Friday to discuss the crisis.

As Russia builds up around Ukraine, NATO navies put 3 different carriers on
display. Here's how their flattops stack up.
Constantine Atlamazoglou (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/02/16/russia-adds-7000-troops-to-ukraine-border-despite-claims-it-would-withdraw-some-forces-us-says.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/joe-biden-very-high-risk-russian-invasion-ukraine-coming-days-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-says-pulling-back-some-troops-from-ukraine-border-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-says-pulling-back-some-troops-from-ukraine-border-2022-2
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/biden-expects-putin-ukraine-invasion-days/story?id=82954609
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-announces-missile-test-launches-amid-escalated-ukraine-tensions-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/top-us-diplomat-lays-out-how-russia-will-attack-ukraine-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/ukraine-uk-planes-long-detour-around-germany-deliver-weapons-2022-1
https://www.businessinsider.com/ukraine-uk-planes-long-detour-around-germany-deliver-weapons-2022-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-contribution-to-nato-uplift-bolsters-defences-in-eastern-europe
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60379833
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60379833
https://tass.com/world/1405607
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2022/feb/17/russia-ukraine-news-troops-border-latest-live-putin-biden-kyiv-russian-invasion-threat


US Navy/MCS3 Bela Chambers Ships of the Harry S. Truman carrier strike group,
the Cavour strike group, and the Charles de Gaulle strike group in the Mediterranean

Sea, February 6, 2022.

In early February, aircraft carriers from three NATO navies trained in the
Mediterranean Sea. The rare exercise was meant to demonstrate NATO's ability to
integrate its high-end maritime strike capabilities.

The drill took place amid a Russian military buildup around Ukraine that has raised
tensions in Europe.

The first week of February saw the Harry S. Truman carrier strike group train with
the French carrier Charles de Gaulle's Task Force 473 and the Italian carrier
Cavour's strike group in the Mediterranean.

The US and Italian carrier groups were in the Mediterranean as part of NATO's
Neptune Strike exercise, which saw command of the Truman strike group pass from
the US Navy's Sixth Fleet to NATO, a significant command-and-control event.

Charles de Gaulle's Task Force 473 was participating in Clemenceau 22 a French
exercise aimed at increasing interoperability among France's allies and partners.

Although the NATO allies frequently conduct joint naval training, this was a rare
occasion for the three aircraft carriers to sail alongside each other.

The American powerhouse

https://www.businessinsider.com/nato-allies-multiple-carrier-strike-groups-in-the-mediterranean-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/nato-allies-multiple-carrier-strike-groups-in-the-mediterranean-2022-2
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2022/02/french-carrier-strike-group-begins-clemenceau-22-deployment/


US Navy/MCS3 Bela Chambers USS Harry S. Truman in the Mediterranean
supporting Neptune Strike 2022, January 25, 2022.

Commissioned in 1998, the USS Harry S. Truman has conducted combat missions in
the Afghanistan and Iraq wars and in the US-led campaign against ISIS.

The massive Nimitz-class aircraft carrier is nearly 1,100 feet long and displaces
104,000 tons fully loaded. Its usual complement is 3,200 sailors with another 1,800 in
its air wing.

It is powered by two A4W nuclear reactors — the most powerful reactors used by the
US Navy. The reactors can push Truman to speeds of more than 30 knots and give it
an operational range limited only by its crew's endurance.

The reactors have a life-span of 23 years. Like other carriers, Truman's reactors will
need to undergo mid-life refueling to keep operating, though the Navy
has considered skipping that and cutting the carrier's service life short.

Truman can carry roughly 70 fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft. It is currently sailing
with Carrier Wing One, which has nine squadrons composed of F/A-18E and
F/A-18F Super Hornet fighters, EA-18G Growler electronic-warfare aircraft, and
E-2D Hawkeye early-warning aircraft, as well as MH-60S Seahawk and MH-60R
Seahawk helicopters, which can conduct anti-submarine, anti-surface, and rescue
missions. Carrier Wing One also has C-2A Greyhound cargo aircraft.

The carrier has a Catapult Assisted Take-Off But Arrested Recovery (CATOBAR)
system for those fixed-wing aircraft. CATOBAR allows for simultaneous launch and
recovery of aircraft, giving Truman significant operational flexibility.

Truman's defenses include two RIM-7 Sea Sparrow anti-missile systems, two RIM-116
Rolling Airframe Missiles anti-missile systems, three 20 mm multi-barrel Phalanx
CIWS Mark 15 guns, as well as electronic and anti-torpedo countermeasures.

The French flagship

https://news.usni.org/2020/09/17/navy-mulling-extending-service-lives-of-nimitz-class-carriers
https://news.usni.org/2021/03/10/pentagon-mulling-aircraft-carrier-reduction-as-part-of-fy-2022-budget-review
https://www.businessinsider.com/how-2-of-the-worlds-most-powerful-aircraft-carrier-classes-stack-up-2018-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/how-2-of-the-worlds-most-powerful-aircraft-carrier-classes-stack-up-2018-10


French Navy French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle in the Mediterranean during
training with US and Italian carrier groups, February 2022.

French Navy Charles de Gaulle is the flagship of the French navy and the country's
only aircraft carrier. Commissioned in 2001, it has seen combat in the Afghanistan
and Libyan wars and in Opération Chammal, France's operation against ISIS.

It is powered by two K15 pressurized-water nuclear reactors, making it the only
non-American nuclear-powered carrier in the world. The K15 reactors give it a
speed of up to 27 knots and need to be replaced every seven years.

Charles de Gaulle is much smaller than its Nimitz-class counterpart, measuring 861
feet and displacing 42,500 tons. It carries a crew of 1,200 with a 600-strong air wing.
It can carry 40 fixed and rotary-wing aircraft — most of them Rafale fighters.

In addition to a small compliment of multipurpose helicopters, it carries two E-2C
Hawkeye early-warning aircraft. Charles de Gaulle is also the only non-American
aircraft carrier with CATOBAR system.

Its defensive measures include two six-cell SADRAL missile launchers that fire
Mistral anti-aircraft and anti-missile missiles. It also has four Sylver launchers, each
with eight cells, that fire Aster 15 surface-to-air-missiles. In addition, it has eight 20
mm modèle F2 mounted guns.
Although it faced numerous technical problems during its first years in service, the
Charles de Gaulle allows France to project power worldwide.
In 2020, French President Emmanuel Macron announced plans for a next-generation
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to operate alongside de Gaulle. Construction is set
to begin in 2025.

The modern and multifaceted Italian

https://www.defense.gouv.fr/marine/equipements/batiments-de-combat/porte-avions/charles-de-gaulle-r-91/(language)/fre-FR
https://www.airforce-technology.com/projects/rafale-multirole-combat-fighter/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/1325965/French-calamity-carrier-heads-for-sea-again.html
https://news.usni.org/2020/12/08/president-macron-announces-start-of-new-french-nuclear-aircraft-carrier-program


US Navy/MCS Seaman Moises Sandoval Italian Navy aircraft carrier ITS Cavour
during operations in the Adriatic Sea, February 2, 2022.

Cavour is the flagship of the Italian navy and one of Italy's two aircraft carriers. It is
conventionally powered, which limits its range to 7,000 nautical miles at 16 knots,
though it can reach speeds of 29 knots.

With a length of 800 feet and a displacement of 30,000 tons fully loaded, it is the
smallest of the three allied carriers.

However, it is not a traditional aircraft carrier, as its hangar space can be converted
to store vehicles, holding 24 main battle tanks or up to 100 lighter infantry vehicles,
allowing it to act as a transport ship.

Commissioned in 2008, the young flattop has a crew of 450 and can accommodate a
211-person air wing. It has not yet seen combat.

It can carry 16 fixed-wing aircraft or about 20 helicopters or a mixture of platforms,
but because of its size, its flight deck can only support short take-off and vertical
landing aircraft.

The Italian navy is replacing its 16 Harriers with 15 F-35Bs. Cavour has already
been modernized to operate F-35Bs, and in February 2021, it sailed to Norfolk,
Virginia, for initial F-35 certification trials.

Cavour's defenses include four eight-cell Sylver launchers firing Aster 15
surface-to-air missiles, two Oto Melara 76 mm Super Rapid guns, three 25 mm
anti-aircraft guns, and an electronic-warfare defense system.

A show of unity

https://www.naval-technology.com/projects/num/
https://www.naval-technology.com/projects/num/
https://www.businessinsider.com/italian-navy-flagship-successfully-completes-sea-trials-with-us-f35bs-2021-3


Business Insider French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle, left, ITS Cavour, center,
and USS Harry S. Truman in the Mediterranean, February 6, 2022. Bela

Chambers/U.S. Navy

Clemenceau 22 will see the French Carrier Task Force sail to Romania's Black Sea
port of Constanta to show support for France's NATO ally.

However, NATO's Neptune Strike 2022 was not conducted in response to Russia's
recent military buildup around Ukraine, as planning for the exercise started in 2020.

Neptune Strike was "designed to demonstrate NATO's ability to integrate the high-end
maritime strike capabilities of an aircraft carrier strike group to support the
deterrence and defense of the alliance," Pentagon press secretary John Kirby said in
January.

Nevertheless, the simultaneous deployment of three aircraft carriers in the
Mediterranean sends a powerful message about NATO's capabilities.

"There are few nations that are able to operate carrier strike groups, and this was a
great opportunity to confirm the high level of integration," Rear Adm. Vincenzo
Montanaro, commander of the Italian strike group, said this month.

Why is Biden now less popular than Trump? He's earned it.
James S. Robbins - USA Today

President Joe Biden is now so unpopular that he has fallen a bit below even Donald
Trump’s dismal showing at this point in his presidency.

https://www.c6f.navy.mil/Press-Room/News/Article/2925036/american-french-italian-carrier-strike-groups-sail-together-in-the-mediterranea/


President Biden says he'll not send troops to Ukraine if Russia invades.

Real Clear Politics average of presidential approval polls has Biden at 41% approval
and 53% disapproval. Trump’s corresponding 2018 approval number edges Biden at
41.4%, with disapproval at 53.9%.

How did it come to this?
Biden started out with much higher approval than Trump, who was hampered in his
first year by the false Russian collusion narrative and highly negative news coverage.

But by the start of Trump’s second year, his numbers began slowly to
improve; Biden’s have continued to sink. Now those converging lines have crossed.

Opinions in your inbox: Get a digest of our takes on current events every day
“Lower than Trump” is hardly the first year result the White House expected. Biden
received the most popular votes of anyone elected to the presidency.

“Working class Joe” ran as a moderate who would restore sanity to Washington and
move Americans forward together. He used the word “unity” eight times in
his inaugural address.

But then came the bait and switch. In office, Biden veered to the left, pursuing a “big
and bold” progressive legislative agenda. Things looked good at first; Biden’s
honeymoon period of robust poll numbers stretched into July.

Mistakes began to pile up
Then the hits began to pile up. The White House declared July 4 was Independence
Day from the COVID-19 pandemic, but was blindsided by the delta variant, followed
by the omicron wave. Public confidence in Biden’s ability to manage the crisis
plummeted.

In August, the botched pullout from Afghanistan and surprise Taliban entry into
Kabul also drove numbers lower. Though many expected this to be a temporary blip,
by Labor Day, Biden’s approval rating was firmly underwater and heading down.

The legislative foibles of the fall and winter – the collapse of the Build Back Better
bill, the defeat of the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act and no progress
on immigration reform, minimum wage or student debt relief – sent the message that
this White House could not deliver.

Then came inflation. The White House downplayed it, joked about it, said it
was temporary, then slammed NBC News anchor Lester Holt for even asking about it.

And as reports of worsening inflation began piling up, Biden touted the supposed
"strongest first-year economic track record of any president in the last 50 years." No
wonder Obama adviser David Axelrod says it’s time for Biden to start "painting a
credible, realistic picture."

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/other/president-biden-job-approval-7320.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180214114208/https:/www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/other/president_trump_job_approval-6179.html
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Comparing the numbers in the latest Economist/YouGov poll with those of a year
ago shows how decisively Biden has lost his mojo:

►His approval on managing the economy went from plus 13 to negative 7, with 70%
now rating economic conditions either just fair or poor.

►59% now call inflation “very serious,” when a year ago it was such a nonissue the
poll did not even ask about it.

►On handling the COVID-19 pandemic, Biden dropped from an optimistic plus 19 to
negative 9.

►Biden’s general favor-ability plunged from plus 9 to minus 10, and his reputation
for being a strong leader cratered from plus 7 to minus 30.

With midterm elections looming this fall, Biden is below where President Barack
Obama was when his party suffered the 2010 electoral shellacking.

Being at the bottom of the approval heap does not augur well for Biden’s 2024
reelection chances, either, should he choose to run, something a majority of
Democrats would rather not see happen.

Comeback is still possible
But trends are not destiny. President Ronald Reagan went from low approval during
the 1982 recession to the strongest reelection in modern history. On the other hand,
George H.W. Bush was soaring at 80% approval at the start of his second year, and
two years later was staring at defeat at the hands of a previously little known
Arkansas governor.

Biden could turn things around, but his government seems less to be charting its own
course than the product of events beyond its control. And despite his historically bad
approval numbers, the White House still seems unaware or unconvinced that Biden's
presidency is failing.

Maybe miracles will happen. COVID will ebb, inflation will fade, the economy will
bloom, Russia will retreat, Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia will cave, progressives
will rally, Republicans will cooperate, unity will prevail, and those sub-Trump
approval numbers will shoot right back up.

Maybe. But don’t bet on it.

China Wants to Build Moon-base as Part of Five-Year Plan to Become 'Space
Power'
Ed Browne - Newsweek
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China has outlined big space ambitions for the coming five years, looking into a
"near-Earth object defense system" and setting up an international research station
on the moon.

The plans were outlined in a government white paper released late last month by
China's State Council Information Office of the People's Republic of China.

Its authors noted that over the next five years China will "start a new journey towards
a space power" [sic] so that it can "pioneer human progress" and "defend national
security".

Some view China as a leading competitor to the U.S. in space. Last
year, NASA administrator Bill Nelson referred to the country as "a very aggressive
competitor"—though he also told Newsweek that he wished China "were a partner
with us" in space exploration like Russia has been.

China's space industry has grown in leaps and bounds in recent years, conducting
207 launch missions from 2016 to December 2021, the recent white paper claimed. In
2021, the country set a personal record of 40 launches in a year, with two months to
spare, according to SpaceNews, and it's planning to beat that this year.

China now has multiple launch vehicles in its workhorse Long March rocket family
and wants to expand it further. The first launch of its new Long March 8 medium-lift
rocket took place as recently as December 2020.

Then there was the launch of China's first independent interplanetary
mission Tianwen-1 in 2020, which set a lander down on Mars, hot on the heels of
NASA's own Perseverance rover, and the launch of the first module of its own
national space station, Tiangong, in the spring of 2021.

According to the new five-year plan, China has no plans to slow down. In one section
on "space environment governance", the white paper states that it will "study plans
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for building a near-earth object defense system, and increase the capacity of
near-earth object monitoring, cataloguing, early warning, and response".

Elon Musk on SpaceX’s massive Starship rocket
This has been a recent focus for NASA as well, which launched its Double Asteroid
Redirection Test (DART) last year in an effort to develop technology capable of
deflecting a hazardous asteroid away from Earth.

Action on Space Debris
China, which was accused of producing potentially dangerous space debris with its
Long March 5B booster in May 2021, also said it was seeking to "improve its space
debris monitoring system, cataloguing database, and early warning services".

Another significant section of the white paper details China's plans for "planetary
exploration," which include launching the upcoming probe Chang'e-6 that will collect
and return lunar samples.

The country is also planning to work with other countries to "build an international
research station on the moon." The white paper didn't lay out further details, or
specify which particular countries China might want to work with to achieve this
goal.

NASA is already pursuing plans for its conceptual Artemis Base Camp as part of the
wider Artemis moon project, which hopes to see the return of U.S. astronauts to the
moon within the next few years.
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