The latest News Around Us in Feb #17
Russia Advances on 3 Ukrainian Cities, but Meets Fierce Resistance
Valerie Hopkins, Eric Schmitt & Michael Levenson - New York Times

Lynsey Addario - The New York Times
Correction: February 26, 2022
This article has been revised to reflect the following correction: An earlier version of
this article mischaracterized the so-called Stinger air defense system, which is being
deployed in Ukraine. The weapon fires missiles from the surface to the air, not from
the air to the ground.

Lynsey Addario - The New York Times A burned-out vehicle at the scene of a fierce
predawn battle between Ukrainian and Russian forces in Kyiv on Saturday.
KYIV, Ukraine — The Ukrainian military, outmanned and outgunned, waged
ferocious, close-range battles on Saturday to maintain control of the capital, Kyiv,

and other cities around the country as intense street fighting broke out on the third
day of the Russian invasion.

Lynsey Addario - The New York Times Ukrainian nurse, Iryna Salujan, draws blood
from Slava Kamshyshov, 50, as Ukrainians spend hours on line to donate blood for
wounded soldiers and civilians in Kyiv on Saturday.
A day after Ukrainian soldiers sought to forestall an attack on the capital by blowing
up bridges and setting up armed checkpoints, bursts of gunfire and explosions could
be heard across Kyiv, including in its heart, Maidan square, where Ukrainian
protests led to the toppling of a pro-Moscow government in 2014.
In keeping with the pattern since the Russian invasion began, as night fell in the
capital, the bombardment intensified. Two large explosions shook Kyiv shortly before
1 a.m. on Sunday after the government has warned that an airstrike was imminent.
Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelensky, who was in Kyiv, said Saturday that the
military, aided by civilians armed with rifles and firebombs, was repelling attacks
throughout the country. He scoffed at reports that the United States had offered to
evacuate him.

Mauricio Lima for The New York Times More than 100,000 Ukrainians had entered
Poland as of Saturday. Refugees arriving in one Polish village, Medyka, on Saturday.
“The fight is here,” the Ukrainian Embassy in London quoted Mr. Zelensky as saying.
“I need ammunition, not a ride.”
Many residents of the capital have fled underground in desperate search for shelter
from the bombs. In one neighborhood, some have spent so long in a parking garage
that it has taken on the look of a neighborhood street, with children riding bikes and
scooters and playing while their parents watch, wondering what tomorrow will bring.
Among their number on Saturday was Tetyana Khytryk, who was there with her
husband and two young children. Earlier in the day, she said, they visited their
apartment for food and witnessed a missile strike. “It’s painful seeing a building
destroyed right before your eyes,” Ms. Khytryk said.

Lynsey Addario for The New York Times Ukrainian emergency workers outside a
residential building in Kyiv that was hit by missiles on Saturday.
With Russian forces focused on three Ukrainian cities — Kyiv in the north, Kharkiv in
the northeast and Kherson in the south — each side tried to shape perceptions of how
the fighting was going.
Amid reports that Russian forces had been slowed by tenacious resistance, the
Kremlin said Saturday that the assault on the capital was continuing “in accordance
with the plan of operation,” as a spokesman, Dmitri S. Peskov, put it.
Mr. Zelensky offered a far different narrative in a video on Saturday.
“We know what we are protecting: the country, the land, the future of our children,”
he said. “Kyiv and key cities around the capital are controlled by our army. The
occupiers wanted to block the center of our state and put their puppets here, as in
Donetsk. We broke their plan.”

Maciek Nabrdalik for The New York Times Cars lined up for nearly two miles to pick
up family members from Ukraine who had entered Poland on Saturday.
Mr. Peskov said the campaign had been paused to allow the Ukrainian government to
consider peace negotiations, but New York Times reporters in Kyiv heard sustained
shelling throughout Friday night. On Saturday morning, a missile struck a civilian
apartment block on the southwestern edge of Kyiv, injuring at least six people,
according to Ukraine’s emergency services.
A senior Pentagon official said Saturday that most of the more than 150,000 Russian
soldiers who massed on the Ukrainian border in the weeks ahead of the attack were
now fighting in the country, but were “increasingly frustrated by their lack of
momentum” in the face of stiff Ukrainian resistance, especially in the north.
Despite their combat power, Russian troops do not yet control any cities, the official
said, although they were closing in on Kyiv and other major urban centers. Nor do
Russian warplanes fully control Ukraine’s airspace, as Ukrainian fighter jets and air
defenses continued to engage them.

Lynsey Addario for The New York Times Ukrainian volunteers getting a briefing
before being deployed to fight Russian troops in Kyiv on Saturday.

Still, the Russian attack from air, land and sea is fast-moving and extremely fluid, and
most Western analysts expect the Ukrainian forces to succumb to the larger and more
technologically advanced Russian military in the coming days.
The Pentagon’s assessment was echoed by the British Ministry of Defense, which said
the speed of the Russian advance had “temporarily slowed, likely as a result of acute
logistical difficulties and strong Ukrainian resistance.” It said that the overnight
clashes in Kyiv probably involved “limited numbers of pre-positioned Russian
sabotage groups” and that Russia’s ultimate aim was to capture the capital.

Lynsey Addario for The New York Times Svetlana Akimova, 82, on Saturday in a
parking garage where she had been seeking shelter for the past day as heavy fighting
took place outside her apartment building in Kyiv.
The Ukrainian health minister, Viktor Lyashko, said on Saturday that 198 people,
among them three children, had been killed since the start of the Russian incursion on
Thursday. Another 1,115 people, including 33 children, have been wounded, he said.

Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times Demonstrators confront the police during
an anti-war protest in Moscow on Saturday.

As tens of thousands of refugees fled the country, the United States and its European
allies scrambled to fortify Ukraine’s forces by sending missiles, medical equipment
and helmets.
Kyiv’s mayor, Vitali Klitschko, declared a curfew starting at 5 p.m. Saturday until 8
a.m. Monday, and warned that any civilians on the street during that period “will be
considered members of the enemy’s sabotage and reconnaissance groups.”
At the site of a predawn fight with Russian vehicles and possibly infantry, which had
been waged along a central thoroughfare, Victory Prospect, Ukrainian soldiers were
digging trenches on Saturday.
Mayor Klitschko said that service had been suspended on the subway system, where
the stations will serve as round-the-clock shelters. In Kyiv and across Ukraine, people
huddled in bomb shelters, lined up at bank machines and stocked up on essentials
amid the wail of air raid sirens.
In the port city of Odessa, on the Black Sea, a missile hit a Japanese cargo ship called
the Namura Queen late Friday, injuring a crew member and damaging the vessel, the
ship’s owner said. The shipping company, Nissen Kaiun, said the vessel had docked
in Odessa to load grain and would now head to Turkey.
As Ukraine struggled to hold off the Russian military, Secretary of State Antony J.
Blinken said on Saturday that the United States had authorized another $350 million
to support Ukraine’s defense, bringing the total amount of security assistance that the
United States has committed to Ukraine over the past year to more than $1 billion.
The package will include Javelin anti-armor missiles, Stinger antiaircraft missiles, as
well as small arms and munitions, body armor and other equipment, American
officials said.
The arms will be drawn from existing Pentagon stockpiles, most likely in Germany,
and shipped to Ukraine as soon as possible, probably overland from Poland, given
the contested airspace over Ukraine, the officials said.
The Netherlands said that it would provide 200 Stinger air defense systems. Greece
said it would provide thousands of protective medical masks, gloves and suits, as well
as defibrillators and portable breathing machines.
And in a turnaround, Germany, which had earlier angered Ukraine by limiting its aid
offer to helmets and protective vests, announced Saturday night that it would send
1,000 RPGs and 500 Stinger surface-to-air missiles to Ukraine. Germany also
permitted the Dutch to donate 400 German-made RPGs.
On the economic front, the Biden administration and its European allies announced
on Saturday that they would remove certain Russian banks from the SWIFT financial
messaging system, essentially barring them from international transactions, and
impose new restrictions on Russia’s central bank to prevent it from using
international reserves to undermine sanctions.

The actions, agreed to by the European Commission, Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy and the United States, represented a significant escalation in the effort
to punish Russia for its invasion of Ukraine.
“Russia’s war represents an assault on fundamental international rules and norms
that have prevailed since the Second World War, which we are committed to
defending,” the countries said in a joint statement.
As the fighting raged, several nations continued their overtures to Russia and Ukraine
to engage in negotiations, but with no tangible signs of progress. Turkey was
pursuing a cease-fire as soon as possible to prevent further loss of life and damage to
Ukraine, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey told Mr. Zelensky in a phone call
on Saturday, according to Mr. Erdogan’s office.
Turkey’s foreign minister, Mevlut Cavusoglu, also called for an end to Russia’s
“military operations” in a phone call with his Russian counterpart, Sergey V. Lavrov,
on Saturday, the Turkish Foreign Ministry said.
For Europe, the fighting has created a growing humanitarian crisis, with at least
100,000 Ukrainians entering Poland since Thursday, the Polish government said, and
thousands more crossing into Romania and Moldova to escape the forces ripping
apart their country.
Ukrainians poured into eastern Poland on Friday, with mothers carrying babies and
leading children by the hand across a border crossing at Korczowa, where they were
welcomed by Polish volunteers offering food and diapers.
Natalia Khukar, 32, who arrived with her two sons, Maxim, 8, and Oleh, 5, cursed
Russia’s president, Vladimir V. Putin, as she waited by the roadside for a relative to
collect the family.
“I have no words to describe what Putin is doing,” she said, tears welling in her eyes.
“A normal person would never do what Putin has done. He must have gone mad.”
Prime Minister Nicolae Ciuca of Romania said that at least 19,000 people from
Ukraine had entered his country since the fighting began. About 11,000 have
remained in Romania and 40 have applied for asylum, he said.
“I would not have expected to experience such situations again,” Mr. Ciuca, a retired
general, said in a statement. He denounced the suffering of “people who are plagued
by the horrors of a war.”
While thousands have fled the country, others with little or no military training have
taken up arms distributed by the Ukrainian government in a frantic bid to bolster the
military. Mr. Zelensky’s government handed out 70,000 AK-47 rifles to citizens on
Thursday alone, one aide said, and radio stations were broadcasting instructions for
how to make Molotov cocktails.

Arsan, 35, the owner of a coffee shop in Lviv, Ukraine, was among those who
volunteered. Only three days ago, he was going to the gym and getting ready for work
when his wife told him the country was at war.
On Saturday morning, he was learning to make firebombs and to spot fluorescent
missile targets on buildings placed there by the Russians, and joining a brigade of
citizens getting ready to fight.
“We can learn to shoot, because we don’t know how this situation will develop,” he
said.
Asked whether Ukrainian soldiers could hold off the Russian attack on Kyiv, Arsan
said that every night was terrible but that he believed they would prevail. “The
Ukrainian army is doing a great job,” he said. “They are super people.”
In Russia, where street protests have been met with force and arrests by the police,
Moscow escalated its crackdown on free speech. But hackers found a way to break
through. Six government websites were down, according to Ukraine’s state
telecommunications agency.
The Kremlin’s communications regulator slowed down access to Facebook and
warned 10 Russian independent news outlets that their websites could be blocked.
Their offense: publishing articles “in which the operation that is being carried out is
called an attack, an invasion or a declaration of war.”
In response, Facebook and Twitter blocked Russian state media from running ads on
their platforms.
(Valerie Hopkins reported from Kyiv, Eric Schmitt from Washington and Michael
Levenson from New York. Reporting was contributed by Andrew Higgins from
Korczowa, Poland; Kit Gillet from Bucharest, Romania; Andrew E. Kramer from
Kyiv; Marc Santora from Lviv, Ukraine, and Edward Wong from Washington.)

Germany to Boost Military Spending in Latest Historic Shift
Birgit Jennen, Alexander Pearson & Arne Delfs - Bloomberg

Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced plans for a massive boost in
defense spending in the latest historic policy shift in Germany triggered by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.
Germany will channel 100 billion euros ($113 billion) this year into a fund to
modernize the military, Scholz said Sunday in a speech to a special session of the
lower house of parliament. By 2024, the government will spend at least 2% of gross
domestic product each year on defense, he added, in line with a NATO target that
Berlin has consistently failed to meet.
Scholz had been widely criticized by opponents and allies alike in recent weeks for
what they perceived as dithering and weakness in the face of Russia’s mounting
aggression toward Ukraine.
In the past few days he has announced a series of radical changes to long-entrenched
German policies following the full-scale attack ordered by Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the former Soviet republic.
Even before the invasion, Scholz halted the certification process for the Nord Stream
2 pipeline built to bring more of the Russian gas his country heavily relies on.
On Saturday, he abandoned Germany’s traditional rejection of supplying weapons to
conflict zones and gave way on expelling Russian banks from SWIFT, the system used
for trillions of dollars worth of transactions between thousands of banks around the
world.
The willingness to supply Ukraine with military equipment including surface-to-air
missiles and anti-tank weapons is in many ways the most dramatic move.
Such a wide-ranging rethink from Scholz and his government came unexpectedly and
prompted suggestions that Europe’s biggest economy may finally be ready to punch
its weight in the international arena, discarding decades of reluctance linked to its
role in the 20th century’s bloodiest conflicts. Ukraine’s ambassador to Germany, who
was in parliament Sunday, called it a “truly historic moment.”

Bloomberg NATO Spending
“With the invasion of Ukraine, we are in a new era,” Scholz, the Social Democrat
who took over from Angela Merkel in December, told lawmakers. “On Thursday,
President Putin created a new reality with his invasion of Ukraine. This new reality
requires a clear response. We have given it.”
Germany’s Pivot:
100 billion euros for new fund for military spending Annual defense outlays to rise to
more than 2% of GDP Work with EU partners to build fighter jets, tanks Purchase
armed Heron drones from Israel Increase gas storage volume by 2 billion cubic
meters Purchase additional natural gas on the world markets Establish a national
coal and gas reserve Build LNG terminals in Brunsbuettel and Wilhelmshaven
German defense spending in recent years has been hovering at around 1.5% and
actually declined slightly as a share of output last year, according to NATO figures.
That has led to criticism that the armed forces are consistently underfunded. Germany
has reduced the number of its battle tanks to 300 from 4,700 since 1989 and the
number of warplanes to 230 from 390, according to a report in Der Spiegel
magazine.
The number of troops has dropped to 180,000 from more than 300,000. Friedrich
Merz, the leader of Merkel’s Christian Democrats, signaled Sunday in his speech to
parliament that the party is ready to work with the ruling coalition on agreeing the
financing for the defense fund.

As well as ramping up defense spending, Scholz also pledged to do more to protect
energy supplies, including increasing gas-storage volume by 2 billion cubic meters,
establishing a national coal and gas reserve and swiftly constructing two LNG
terminals on the north coast.
Read More: Germany Backs New LNG Plants in Bid to Cut Russian Dependence
There are signs public opinion is firmly behind the chancellor and his two partners in
the ruling coalition -- the Greens, who control the foreign and economy ministries,
and the business-friendly Free Democrats, who run the finance ministry.
Thousands of people were streaming through the Brandenburg Gate to the central
Tiergarten park Sunday for a demonstration in support of Ukraine, with police
expecting as many as 20,000. Many had Ukrainian flags and some banners called on
Putin to stop the war.
Johannes Boie, the editor in chief of influential tabloid Bild, published
an editorial entitled “Germany Delivers!” in which he praised the government’s
decision to supply Ukraine with weapons.
“Our country owes its prosperity, its happiness, to the fact that the Allies once erased
our own mass-murdering dictator from the map,” Boie wrote.
“Today the government took a first step,” he added. “Slowly, hesitantly, but still.
Keep it up - even faster! Even braver!”
While Scholz looks to have set aside his preference for circumspection and prudence,
at least for the time being, his calm, careful approach has often stood in recent weeks
in stark contrast to the two senior Green Party ministers in his government.
Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock and Robert Habeck, who is the economy
minister and vice chancellor, have been far more outspoken about the need to
confront Russia, particularly on issues like Nord Stream 2.
Scholz also had to overcome a degree of reluctance to punish Russia within his own
Social Democratic party, which has a long history of sympathy toward Moscow.
Baerbock said Sunday that now is the “right moment” for Germany to make what she
called a “180-degree turn in foreign policy.”
“If our world is different, then our politics must also be different,” she said in a
speech to the special session of parliament.
“Perhaps it is the case that Germany is today leaving behind a form of special
restraint in foreign and security policy,” she added.
“In choosing between war and peace -- in choosing between an aggressor and
children who have to hide from bombs in subways -- no one can be neutral.”

Anonymous Hacker Collective Takes Credit for Cyber-attacks Against Russian
Government
Harper Lambert - TheWrap

TheWrap
International hacking collective Anonymous claimed responsibility Saturday for a
number of Russian website outages, including that of Russia's Ministry of Defense
and the Kremlin.
"Anonymous has ongoing operations to keep .ru government websites offline, and to
push information to the Russian people so they can be free of Putin's state censorship
machine," @YourAnonNews tweeted. "We also have ongoing operations to keep the
Ukrainian people online as best we can."
On Friday, several accounts claiming affiliation with Anonymous shared
a video declaring a cyber war against Russian President Vladimir Putin.
According to the account @YourAnonOne, the reported cyber-attacks began as
Russian forces invaded Ukraine. On Feb. 24, the group announced that it had taken
down the state-controlled organization RT News, the Russian state-controlled
television network.
RT itself confirmed that a denial-of-service (DDos) attack had slowed or taken offline
several state websites "for extended periods throughout the day," but did not
corroborate Anonymous' claims of responsibility. The Kremlin (via state media)
denied that Anonymous was behind the outages, reported CNN.
However, the outages continued into Saturday as Russia's invasion into Ukraine
reached its third day. Anonymous also declared that it was behind the hacking of
Russian state TV channels. Social media users have since uploaded videos showing
images of Ukraine's flag and other symbols while Ukrainian music plays in the
background.
Anonymous is not the only party seeking to combat Russia in cyberspace. Ukraine's
Defense Ministry called on hackers Thursday to volunteer for "defensive and offensive
cyber units," Reuters reported.

The request came after a flurry of cyberattacks hit Ukrainian banks last week, which
US and UK security experts blamed on Russia. Russia has denied responsibility.
Meanwhile, the Ukrainian government is asking for tech and social media platforms
to help curb misinformation being spread by the Russian government.
Earlier today, YouTube announced that it would prevent Russian state media
channels from earning ad revenue and will limit access to RT in Ukraine, among
other measures.
Twitter stated that it would temporarily block all ads in Ukraine and Russia "to
ensure critical public safety information is elevated and ads don't detract from it.”
Meta's head of security policy announced Friday that Facebook is "prohibiting
Russian state media from running ads or monetizing on our platform anywhere in the
world.”

Elon Musk Makes an Important Gesture Toward Ukraine
TheStreet Staff - The Street

TheStreet
Russia's invasion of Ukraine puts tech giants in an untenable situation. According to
the posts on social media, they must choose their side.
Elon Musk, the CEO of high-end electric vehicle manufacturer Tesla , and
incidentally the richest man in the world, finds himself in a delicate position. He was
personally questioned on Saturday on Twitter by the Ukrainian Vice Prime Minister
and minister of digital transformation Mykhailo Fedorov.
"@elonmusk, while you try to colonize Mars - Russia try to occupy Ukraine! While
your rockets successfully land from space - Russian rockets attack Ukrainian civil
people! We ask you to provide Ukraine with Starlink stations and to address sane
Russians to stand,” Fedorov wrote on his Twitter account.

https://twitter.com/FedorovMykhailo/status/1497543633293266944
The post has been liked by over 66,000 users at the time of writing and has been re
tweeted over 10,000 times.
Starlink is Available in Ukraine
Several hours after the post, Musk replied directly to Fedorov, letting him understand
that he had reacted and that no doubt the lag time between the query and his response
was due to the fact that he wanted to provide a practical solution to the problem that
was posed to him.
"Starlink service is now active in Ukraine. More terminals en route," Musk replied.
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1497701484003213317
As many comments to the billionaire's post pointed out, by allowing Ukrainians
access to Starlink, one of the fastest, most robust satellite internet systems, Musk and
his company SpaceX make it impossible for Russia to disable the Ukrainian internet
access fully without cyber attacking foreign data centers.
"TRANSLATION - " Ukraine people have access to the fastest satellite internet system
ever created. Russia can not disable the Ukrainian internet access fully without cyber
attacking foreign data centers," commented one user.
https://twitter.com/JeremyCom/status/1497706095300677635
As is often the case with Elon Musk fans, most of the comments were glowing.
"STRONG MOVE," one user wrote.
https://twitter.com/BigCheds/status/1497713728472633348
"Great move. Elon is a smart man,” another added.
https://twitter.com/MccullockMyles/status/1497727952670257152
In any case, Fedorov seemed delighted and was quick to announce the news on his
account by re-tweeting Musk's response.
"Starlink terminals are coming to Ukraine! Thank you @elonmusk, thank you
everyone, who supported Ukraine!” he said.
https://twitter.com/FedorovMykhailo/status/1497704284196155394
Facebook Has also Announced anti-Russian Measures
Starlink, SpaceX's first consumer product, is high-speed internet powered by a
network of thousands of small low-orbit satellites. The company has already launched
more than 2,000 Starlink satellites, with an overall goal of launching about 12,000.
Musk's plan to turn SpaceX, his rocket and space tech company, into a firm capable
of transporting people to the moon and Mars rests of the profitability of the Starlink.
SpaceX debuted Starlink Premium, an internet broadband service that costs five times
its standard service, a few weeks ago. The standard service costs $499 for the
hardware and $99 a month.

Fedorov has been working for 24 hours to call on tech giants to block their products
and services in Russia in protest against the invasion of Ukraine. He thus sent a letter
to Tim Cook, the CEO of Apple .
"I appeal to you and I am sure that you will not only hear, but also do everything
possible to protect Ukraine, Europe and finally, the entire democratic world from
bloody authoritarian aggression,” Fedorov wrote in the letter.
"To stop supplying Apple Services and products to the Russian Federation, including
blocking access to App Store!”
Besides Apple, he made similar requests to Google , Netflix , Youtube and Facebook .
But Facebook, now called Meta, has already announced measures against Russian
entities.
One of the measures is: "We are now prohibiting Russian state media from running
ads or monetizing on our platform anywhere in the world. We also continue to apply
labels to additional Russian state media. These changes have already begun rolling
out and will continue into the weekend,” said Nathaniel Gleicher, head of security
policy at Facebook.
Twitter has also announced almost similar measures.
The night from Friday to Saturday was marked by an intensification of the air raids of
Russia on Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital two days after the beginning of Ukraine by
Russia.
The death toll continues to rise: The Ukrainian health minister said in a facebook post
on Saturday that 198 people had been killed in the fighting, including three children,
and 1,115 were wounded, including 33 children. Early Friday, Ukraine's president,
Volodymyr Zelensky, had said that at least 137 people had been killed and 316
wounded.
The U.S and the European Union have already announced an unprecedented package
of sanctions against Russia. Russian President Vladimir Putin and Sergei Lavrov, his
minister of foreign affairs, are now targeted, in addition to more than 20 personalities
from the business world.
Musk donated 50 satellite terminals to restore the internet in Tonga, whose
telecommunications network was severely disrupted by a tsunami this year.
The West finally throws a punch in its face-off with Russia
Nahal Toosi - Politico

Jose Luis Magana/AP Photo
The gloves are off, at least for now.
After months of making careful, measured moves that failed to persuade Russia to halt
plans to invade Ukraine, the United States and its European allies have tossed aside
caution in favor of a more ruthless strategy.
Over the weekend, Washington and its partners unveiled a raft of measures — from
new weapons transfers to anti-corruption punishments to powerful sanctions on
Russian banks to the shutting of the European Union’s airspace to Russian flights —
that are sure to make Moscow suffer economically even as it struggles to tame
Ukraine militarily.
Not only did once-hesitant countries like Germany, shocked by images of a Russian
assault on the Ukrainian capital, take the lead on certain fronts, but some of the
penalties are directly aimed at Russian leader Vladimir Putin himself.
At times, it was hard to keep up with all the announcements of new anti-Kremlin
moves that landed in recent days, the sum of which was arguably historic in size and
scope.
Even some private companies and international sports organizations took steps to
punish Russia. Countries friendly or neutral toward Moscow, meanwhile, largely
stayed silent or are offering to help mediate an end to his latest attack on Ukraine.
And Putin’s hints that he might be willing to take the nuclear route didn’t prompt any
sudden kowtowing from his detractors.
The Russian economy immediately felt the impact, with the country's currency, the
ruble, crashing as Russians rushed to get cash and the country's stock market was
kept shut.
U. S. officials on Monday, meanwhile, laid out new details of sanctions imposed on
Russia's financial institutions, including its central bank, finance ministry, National

Wealth Fund and Direct Investment Fund. The sanctions will make it much harder for
the Russian government to access and move around many of its assets.
“Russia has become a global, economic and financial pariah,” a senior Biden
administration official told reporters in a weekend briefing. “This is not where we
wanted to be, but this is Putin’s war of choice, and only Putin can decide how much
more cost he is willing to bear.”
No one claims that victory is near: Putin is stubborn, and he has few, if any, checks
on his power in Russia. His troops have been instructed to capture Kyiv and oust the
government of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Russian forces still have the upper hand over Ukraine’s troops, despite years of
funding and support for the latter from Washington, and neither the United States nor
its NATO allies are willing to send their troops to directly fight Russia. Ukraine’s
leaders, meanwhile, are calling for more international help.
Still, the growing anti-Putin international bloc’s willingness to escalate — and
escalate dramatically — over the weekend drew cheers and sighs of relief from Russia
and sanctions hawks, many of whom had long insisted that the United States and
Europe should take the measures they announced over the weekend.
“This is the most devastating package of sanctions on Russia that I have ever seen. It
demonstrates a sea change in the West’s Russia policy,” said Paul Massaro, a top
Capitol Hill staffer and advocate for anti-corruption sanctions included in the
weekend roll-out. “I’m thrilled to see these policies implemented. I’m sorry that this
is what it took.”
Current and former U.S. officials said the weekend moves came about for an array of
reasons. Chief among them were events on the ground: Skeptics, especially in Europe,
can no longer ignore nor minimize Putin’s intentions when Russian troops, tanks and
missiles are assaulting major Ukrainian cities, including Kyiv.
“It’s the reality of what was happening in Ukraine. It changes the politics of it
overnight,” a second senior Biden administration official told POLITICO.
Zelenskyy’s decision to stay in Kyiv and rally his fellow citizens added to the pressure
other capitals felt to do something, as did Ukrainian forces unwillingness to fold on
the battlefield, officials and analysts said.
Among those praising Zelenskyy was Republican Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah, who said
the Ukrainian had shown “remarkable courage” and blasted Putin as a “small, evil,
feral-eyed man.”
Through social media accounts, viral videos and other means, Zelenskyy, who
reportedly rejected a U.S. offer to help him evacuate, has been a relentless voice for
Ukrainians, even courting countries such as Azerbaijan and Turkey. Those countries
have generally tried to have good relations with Moscow. Over the weekend,
Zelenskyy said they’d offered to mediate an end to the fighting.

“Zelenskyy has rallied even traditional partners of Putin to his cause and helped buy
political space for the West to take a hatchet to the Russian economy,” said Brian
O’Toole, a former Treasury Department sanctions official. A U.S. defense official
agreed, adding that the “stiff Ukrainian resistance is galvanizing European public
support.”
Zelenskyy also said Sunday that Russian and Ukrainian delegations were planning to
meet for peace talks along the Ukrainian-Belarusian border, likely on Monday.
Belarus has remained in Moscow’s corner amid the fighting.
President Joe Biden and his aides’ efforts to rebuild alliances in Europe that had
been frayed during the U.S. presidency of Donald Trump also paid off, current and
former U.S. officials said.
The Biden team has spent the past several months ramping up its discussions with
allies in Europe, such as Germany and France, in an effort to unite the capitals to
stand up to Russia. That included sharing significant amounts of U.S. intelligence
about Russia’s plans with those countries.
The administration’s diplomatic campaign, as well as threats of U.S. and European
sanctions, failed to stop Putin from pursuing a large-scale invasion of Ukraine, which
he first entered and took pieces of in 2014. Now, the focus is less on deterring Russia
and more on raising the costs to the Kremlin.
Some of the most dramatic announcements of recent days came from Germany.
Last week, as Putin made moves toward an attack on Ukraine by recognizing the
independence of two breakaway regions, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said his
government was halting its controversial Nord Stream 2 energy pipeline project with
Moscow. Over the weekend, Scholz went even further.
On Saturday, his government announced it would send anti-tank rockets and Stinger
missiles to Ukraine, a major shift from German policies not to send weapons to
conflict zones. On Sunday, Scholz said Germany would dramatically increase its
defense spending, including a one-time 100 billion euro infusion, another huge policy
shift.
Germany also will be a key player in other moves announced this weekend by the
United States and its allies. Chief among them: cutting off key Russian banks from
SWIFT, a critical international banking information network; sanctioning the Russian
Central Bank to prevent it from being able to use its reserves to support the Russian
ruble currency; and dramatically increasing efforts to hunt down and freeze the assets
of sanctioned Russian companies and oligarchs.
“We’ll go after their yachts, their luxury apartments, their money, and their ability to
send their kids to fancy colleges in the West,” the first senior administration official
said.
The transatlantic sanctions efforts will target Putin’s personal assets as well as those
of people close to him who have helped him hide what are believed to be billions of
dollars in wealth, U.S. and European officials said.

Putin puts Russia’s nuclear deterrent forces on alert
Amid the international moves against him, Putin announced he was putting Russia’s
nuclear forces on high alert. But while U.S. officials publicly said the step was an
unnecessary provocation, there was less concern privately that the Russian leader
was making the move for anything other than messaging or symbolic reasons.
Ukrainian leaders have been heartened by the array of sanctions efforts over the past
week, including Thursday, when the U.S. and others announced a large slate as the
Russian incursion began in earnest. But the Ukrainians nonetheless are calling on
friends in Washington and beyond to do more.
“We insist on a full embargo for Russian oil and gas,” Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba tweeted Sunday. “Buying them now means paying for the
murder of Ukrainian men, women and children.”
It’s not clear this is a lever that European countries or the United States are willing to
pull anytime soon. The oil and gas sector is a huge part of the Russian economy, and
Russia also is a major source of energy for Europe. Imposing sanctions on that sector
could badly affect gas and related prices in Europe and, ultimately, the United States.
V. S. officials said Sunday that they’re not ruling out any sanctions options, and
Biden has warned Americans that even the steps taken so far against Russia could
affect their wallets at some point.
W.
What U.S. officials are ruling out for now are calls to impose a no-fly zone over
Ukraine. Such an effort could bring U.S. and its NATO allies in direct conflict with
Russia, which transatlantic leaders are keen to avoid. Biden months ago declared he
would not send U.S. troops to fight in Ukraine against Russia, although he’s signed
off on beefing up shipments of weapons and military equipment to Kyiv.
“The president has made clear that we’re not going to put boots on the ground, we’re
not going to put American troops in danger, so that means we’re not going to put
American troops in the air, as well,” Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador
to the United Nations, told CNN on Sunday. “But we will work with the Ukrainians to
give them the ability to defend themselves.”
Thomas-Greenfield says U.S. ‘looks forward’ to outcome of Ukraine-Russia peace
talks As the fury over Russia’s Ukraine invasion has grown in recent days, countries
not in the European Union or even in Europe joined the punishment campaign.
Norway said its sovereign wealth fund will divest its Russian assets. Japan, a member
of the G-7, has announced a raft of sanctions on Moscow in recent days. Even
famously neutral Switzerland — long a favorite place for corrupt elites to stash their
funds — suggested it may go along with sanctions.
Some private companies and international groups also are taking steps to punish the
Kremlin. British energy giant BP, for instance, said it was abandoning its 20 percent
stake in Rosneft, a Russian state-controlled oil producer. The move could cost BP

billions of dollars. The International Judo Federation announced it was suspending
Putin as an honorary president.
Russia also appears increasingly isolated at the United Nations.
Because it has veto power as a permanent member of the U.N. Security Council,
Russia last week was able to block a resolution demanding it end its aggression
against Ukraine. But countries including China, India and the United Arab Emirates
— which have sought good ties with Moscow — chose to abstain rather than voting
against the resolution.
Russia also was unable to stop the scheduling of an emergency session of the U.N.
General Assembly on Monday. That will offer a high-profile forum for more of the
world’s countries to condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Ukraine conflict: Russia issues Sweden and Finland NATO military threat
AS USA

Europa Press
Prior to the invasion of Ukraine, the Kremlin sought assurances from NATO that its
neighbour would not be permitted to join the military alliance. The basis of Russia’s
security fears is the eastern encroachment of the North Atlantic Treaty member states
towards its own borders, with Ukraine a vital buffer between NATO and Russia itself.
Although Ukraine first attempted to join NATO in 2008 through the Membership
Action Plan, this was shelved by Viktor Yanukovych after his election in 2010, Yulia
Tymoshenko’s successor preferring to adopt a line of closer relations with Moscow.
Ukraine is an Enhanced Opportunities Partner of the alliance but not a full NATO
member, which means that the treaty is powerless to intervene in the current conflict
in Ukrainian soil.

It is also a member of NATO’s Partnership for Peace (PfP) programme, along with
Russia and 20 other states, mainly from the former Soviet bloc or within the
geographical and political sphere of Moscow.
Bill Clinton once described the PfP as a “track that will lead to NATO
membership.” Only five EU members are currently members of the PfP, including
Sweden and Finland, who have now come under the scrutiny of Moscow for their
alignment with NATO.
On Friday, a day after Russian troops invaded Ukraine, the Director of the
Information and Press Department of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Maria
Zajarova, issued a stark warning to the potential future NATO members.
Why is Ukraine's president Russia's "number one target?"
“It is clear that the alignment of Finland and Sweden, which is principally a military
bloc, would have serious military and political consequences that would require our
country to take reciprocal measures,” Zajarova said.
“It is clear that all OSCE states, in their national capacity, including Sweden and
Finland, reaffirmed at the time the principle that the security of some states should
not be built at the expense of the security of other countries.”
Of the 15-post Soviet states that emerged from the collapse of the USSR in 1991, only
three have become full NATO members: Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia, who joined in
2004.
Ukraine, although not a member, is considered a strategic partner by NATO due to its
proximity to Russia – one of the prime reasons for Moscow’s insistence that the
country be denied full membership. The Russian hierarchy also considers NATO a
tool to be deployed in defending US interests in the region.
Ukraine joining the alliance would limit Moscow’s sway over its neighbour, which it
historically views as an integral part of Russia in social, cultural and political
terms. “Ukraine is an inalienable part of our own history, culture and spiritual space,”
Vladimir Putin said shortly before he ordered troops into the Donbas region.
Finland may seek NATO membership "in case of necessity"
At the last NATO meeting, the secretary general of the alliance, Jens
Stoltenberg, invited Sweden and Finland to become permanent members.
Finland’s Prime Minister Sanna Marin told Spanish daily EL PAÍS in January that
membership of the bloc was not a priority for her nation, but added that in a case of
necessity Finland would be prepared to ask to join NATO.
“In the last few years, we have strengthened our relationship with NATO. We are not
discussing that possibility right now, but we maintain the option to do so in the
future," she said.
Following Zajarova’s statement, Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson
reaffirmed her country’s position as an ally of NATO, but fell short of saying if

Sweden’s stance on remaining outside of the alliance remained intact. “We are
preparing for a situation that may be long-lasting," Andersson said.

Oil and gas prices jump after Western allies bring in tougher sanctions on Russia
that could choke its exports
Shalini Nagarajan (snagarajan@insider.com) - Business Insider
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New Western sanctions against Russia pushed oil and gas prices sharply higher
Monday.
The US and its allies agreed to exclude a number of Russian banks from the SWIFT
system, which could choke the country's energy exports.
Goldman Sachs noted the SWIFT ban still leaves some Russian banks with access to
the system.
Oil and gas prices jumped Monday after Western nations escalated sanctions against
Russia, once again raising fears that retaliatory measures could disrupt energy
shipments.
Brent crude futures last rose 4% to $98.35 a barrel after hitting a high of $105.07 a
barrel earlier in the session. West Texas Intermediate rose 4.4% to $95.64 a barrel,
down from $99.10 a barrel earlier on.
The US, European Union, the UK, and Canada agreed on Saturday to remove some
Russian banks from the SWIFT financial system, meaning that the country's ability to
carry out business with others would be affected.
Ursula von der Leyen, president of the EU Commission, said the move was made to
"cripple Putin's ability to finance his war machine" and would block Russian
international trade.

"Growing concerns about disruptions to Russian energy supplies are pushing oil and
gas prices up sharply," said Commerzbank's Carsten Fritsch.
European natural gas prices soared by 36% to 119 euros ($133.43) per
megawatt-hour at Monday's open, and was still trading at that level at last check,
Fritsch said.
"The marked price increases are due to the sanctions imposed on Russia by the West,
which were tightened significantly again at the weekend," Fritsch said.
Moreover, the EU is also set to freeze Russia's central bank assets in the region,
making it impossible for the establishment to liquidate foreign exchange assets.
Goldman Sachs noted the exclusion of some Russian banks from the SWIFT system
creates hurdles, but not barriers to commodity trading. What's key is that some banks
still do have access to the system, meaning there are likely carve-outs for energy and
food transactions, Goldman analysts said.
"The absence of SWIFT inter-mediation would, for example, leave for slower
payments and the rise in account receivables for Russian commodity exporters (rather
than a complete halt in financial transfers)," they wrote Sunday.
But some analysts expect Russia to retaliate to this latest round of restrictive
measures by either reducing or completely suspending energy shipments to Europe.
"The sanctions and the exodus of Western oil companies are likely in the medium to
long term to result in lower Russian oil and gas production because they will make
investments in maintaining production and developing new sources significantly more
difficult," Fritsch said.
While Russia's invasion of Ukraine has left markets reeling, the OPEC+ group, which
includes Russia, is due to meet on March 2. The group is expected to stick to an
existing agreement to add a joint 400,000 barrels per day to oil supply in April,
according to Reuters.
Mexico's cartels are finding new ways to get their hands on a new kind of gun
Luis Chaparro (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider
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Mexico is making its strongest effort yet to counter the flow of arms across its
northern border. But Mexican criminal groups also appear to be sourcing new
weaponry from farther south. The flow of weapons facilitates cartel turf wars and has
driven killings in Mexico to record levels.
CULIACÁN, Mexico - While the Mexican government is trying to win a
first-of-its-kind lawsuit against top US gun manufacturers over the flow of arms
across Mexico's northern border, Mexican criminal organizations are starting to use
a new route to get a new kind of weapon.
According to sources inside the Sinaloa Cartel and to details gleaned from recent
arms seizures, cartels are increasingly sourcing their weapons from Central America.
That southward shift is picking up as the Mexican government makes one of the
strongest attempts yet to stop arms trafficking from the US into Mexico.
The Mexican government's suit accuses US gun-makers of fueling the bloodshed
between cartels in Mexico by facilitating illegal weapons trafficking into the country.
Thirteen US states, the District of Columbia, and two Caribbean countries have
backed the $10 billion lawsuit.
From 2015 to 2020 Mexico recovered and submitted more than 100,000 firearms to
the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, according to official
figures from ATF.

AP Photo/Guillermo Arias Suspects stand behind seized guns during media event in
Tijuana, March 24, 2010. AP Photo/Guillermo Arias
An arms trafficker for the Sinaloa Cartel who operates from Sinaloa's capital city,
Culiacán, said recent attempts by the Mexican government to stop the illegal flow of
firearms southbound from the US are "somewhat" affecting his business and the
cartels' ability to arm themselves.
The government's "actions are slowing down our job, but we haven't stopped at all.
We are finding new ways, including the back door: Central America," the trafficker,
nicknamed "El Güero," told Insider, asking not to be identified for personal security
reasons.
Mexican criminal groups have long been associated with foreign-made weapons like
the AK-47 and M16, but, according to El Güero, it is now more common for sicarios,
or hitmen, to use the Galil ACE, an Israeli rifle that is manufactured in Colombia.
The Galil ACE is an official weapon for Mexican and Colombian law enforcement.
"The Galil is not the best one, but it does the job. I still get more requests to get
cuernos, but when there is none available, a Galil from Central America is enough,"
El Güero said, referring to "cuerno de chivo," a nickname for the AK-47 meaning
"Goat's Horn."
There is another thing El Güero likes about the Galil: It is the only rifle in Mexico
that is not officially restricted to use by the army, meaning its not automatically
illegal to have one.
A regional arms market

LUIS ACOSTA/AFP via Getty Images A Colombian policeman with a
Colombian-made Israeli Galil ACE assault rifle at a defense expo in Bogota,
November 30, 2015. LUIS ACOSTA/AFP via Getty Images
A recent report by the International Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala
(CICIG) details at least 45 points between Mexico and Guatemala used by arms
traffickers to smuggle weapons northward, most of them over land or by sea.
The report states that most of these firearms belonged to militaries or police forces
before they were sold or smuggled onto the black market.
Traffickers from Central America use established businesses as intermediaries
between law enforcement acquiring the weapons and illegal arms traffickers.
Nicaragua has recently been a main source for these kind of weapons, the report says.
El Güero said his main source for the Galil rifles is Colombia, since the weapon is
made there and guerrilla forces and criminal groups in that country have "easy
access” to them.
"It's easier for me to get them from Colombia than from somewhere else,” such as
Central America, "although the price is almost 50% more expensive than the arms I
get from the US,” El Güero said.

MAURICIO DUENAS/AFP via Getty Images An employee of the firm Indumil adjusts
a Galil rifle trigger at a plant in the city of Soacha, Colombia, May 3, 2006.
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Police and military forces in the region regularly report such weapons missing or
stolen.
In January, Colombian authorities reported 22 Galil rifles stolen from a local police
department. In October 2021, another local police station reported five Galils
missing.
Six months earlier, five "disappeared" from a local military hospital, and a month
before that six were stolen from a military base in Valle de Cauca municipality.
In late 2020, El Salvador's National Police also reported an uptick in the recovery of
stolen official firearms, most of which were 5.56 mm rifles, including M16s and Galils,
according to an official press release.
Mexico's police forces are also a common source for firearms acquired by criminal
organizations.
In 2020, Mexico acquired more than $41 million worth of military equipment,
including automatic weapons, guns larger than .50 caliber, ammunition, and
explosives, according to the US State Department's most recent military assistance
report.
"There is always an issue of Mexican security forces committing human-rights abuses
and perpetrating massacres and of guns being sold, robbed, [or] taken" and ending
up in the hands of cartels, said journalist and author Ioan Grillo.

REUTERS/Mariana Bazo Peruvian troops with Galil carbines at a military ceremony
in Lima, March 20, 2018. REUTERS/Mariana Bazo
The most common acquisition method involving security forces is military members
selling seized guns back to criminals, added Grillo, author of a recent book about
arms trafficking, "Blood, Gun, Money.”
"I personally spoke to a guy who was a soldier with the Mexican army, and he sold
guns illegally, but [they] mostly were guns seized by the army or the police," Grillo
said.
While annual homicides in Mexico has declined from a record of 34,690 in 2019, the
number is still well over 30,000 a year. A driving factor behind the high level of
killings is rising violence related to criminal organizations.
El Güero said Mexican criminal groups are now at war, which calls for "a ton of
firearms.”
"Being at war is expensive, but there is money for everyone in this business, so if we
don't get enough [firearms] from the US we have to get them from other countries,
and even from Mexico itself," he said.

US intel agencies are debating whether Putin has gone mad or is bluffing to
disconcert the West, report says
Tom Porter (tporter@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Alexei Nikolsky\TASS via Getty Images Russia's President Vladimir Putin holds a
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US officials are questioning Putin's grip on reality as Russia attacks Ukraine, per the
NYT. Putin placed Russia's nuclear arsenal at a high alert on Sunday, raising the
stakes in the conflict. Some believe he may be acting crazy to deter action from the
West, The Times reported.
US intelligence agencies are urgently debating the possibility that President Vladimir
Putin of Russia has lost touch with reality, reported The New York Times Sunday.
It follows a series of erratic public performances by the Russian leader, and gained a
new intensity after he increased Russia's level of nuclear readiness Sunday. Last week,
Putin in a televised national security council meeting humiliated and berated his
foreign intelligence chief, Sergey Naryshkin.
Later, in a paranoid and grievance-filled speech broadcast moments before the
launch of Russia's invasion of Ukraine last week, he sought to re-write history by
denying that Ukraine exists as an independent country.
Putin had been previously seen as brutal but a coldly rational actor. Yet some believe
that his isolation during the COVID pandemic, when he tightly restricted his
interactions with the wider world, may have impacted his sense of reality.
His recent meetings with top officials and foreign leaders have been bizarre
spectacles, with the Russian leader seated at one end of a huge table and the
dignitaries at another in an apparent bid to keep infection at bay.

Kremlin Press Office/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images Russian President Vladimir
Putin (L) meets French President Emmanuel Macron (R) on February 07, 2022 in
Moscow, Russia. Kremlin Press Office/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images
"He's out at his compound, doesn't come into town very much, and, under Covid, he's
been more isolated,” said Michael McFaul, a former US ambassador to Russia, in a
Sunday appearance on NBC's "Meet The Press.”
James Clapper, the former director of national intelligence, echoed the view in a
CNN interview. "I personally think he's unhinged," Clapper said. "I worry about his
acuity and balance.” Another school of thought among US intelligence officials,
according to the Times, is that Putin's behavior may be an elaborate bluff.
By this theory, he is acting the part of the madman in order to confuse and disconcert
the West. According to the Times report, the assessment is part of a vast array of
material being used by President Joe Biden's administration to judge its response.
It's a version of President Richard Nixon's so-called "madman theory,” with the
former US president in 1969 bluffing that he was willing to launch a nuclear strike on
Vietnam. His hope — which did not come to pass — was that North Vietnamese
leaders would quickly come to the negotiating table and end the Vietnam War.
Michael A Horowitz, a security analyst at Le Beck Institute, picked up on the idea. He
wrote: "There is a 'Madman theory' in international relations, which is basically to
intentionally appear irrational - not to say, cray cray - so as to force your adversary
to be cautious. If this is what Putin is doing, then he is frighteningly good at it.”
The nature of Putin's intentions has long been one of the key questions of the Ukraine
crisis. Many western analysts believed wrongly that Putin had been bluffing when he
threatened invasion by massing his forces on the Ukrainian border in order to extract
security concessions from the West.
Those predictions turned out to be wrong, as last week Putin ordered a full scale
invasion, tipping Europe into its gravest security crisis for decades.

Why US Friends India and UAE Won't Back Biden Against Russia on Ukraine
Tom O'Connor - Newsweek

Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
The United States' effort to condemn Russia's military operations in Ukraine at the
United Nations Security Council was unsurprisingly vetoed by Moscow, but three
other powers spoiled a consensus as well, including two partners of Washington
along with its top rival.
As China, India and the United Arab Emirates doubled down on their abstentions
Sunday during another vote that ultimately passed despite Russia's opposition on
holding an emergency session of the U.N. General Assembly, Newsweek spoke with
experts from the trio of countries to determine why their nations opted to stay neutral
and still pursue closer ties with Moscow.
Russian President Vladimir Putin's decision to conduct a "special military operation"
to "demilitarize” and "de-Nazify” Ukraine was met with widespread backlash among
U.S. allies and partners across the globe.
At a fiery U.N. Security Council gathering on Friday, France and the United
Kingdom, along with the sole Eastern European representative Albania voted
alongside their ally the U.S. to censure Russia, as did neutral fellow Europe's Ireland
and Norway, Africa's Gabon, Ghana and Kenya along with Latin America's Brazil
and Mexico.
Despite Washington's efforts to court India in recent years as an effort to counter
Beijing in the Asia-Pacific region, New Delhi took a neutral stance, a likely nod to its
longstanding partnership with Moscow that stems back to the Cold War.
Harsha Kakar, a retired major general of the Indian Armed Forces who also led the
department of strategic studies at India's College of Defence Management,
told Newsweek that his country's decision was rooted in "India's traditional ties with
Russia, including defense deals and continued dependence on weapon spare parts and
imports including S-400 missile systems.”

"This makes Russia a close ally," he said.
India's decision to acquire the S-400 surface-to-air missile system and foster closer
military ties with Russia has been a sticking point in the U.S'. attempt to further
integrate the South Asian power into its broader geopolitical goals.
However, unlike Turkey, a U.S. NATO ally that also purchased the S-400, India has
not yet faced sanctions for its decisions, highlighting the country's importance to U.S.
strategy.
Kakar also pointed to other areas of critical ties between Moscow and New Delhi,
including their interactions as part of BRICS alongside Brazil, China and South
Africa, as well as the trilateral RIC forum with China.
"Growing strategic relations with the U.S. cannot imply India dumps its ally Russia,"
Kakar said. "The U.S. would understand Indian compulsions.”
He also referenced India's relations with Ukraine, noting they "involve defense deals
including spares for naval gas turbine engines and upgrading of the AN [Antonov]
fleet of aircraft.” But he cited the words of India's top diplomat in illustrating these
ties were dwarfed by the need for positive ties with Russia.
As Indian Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla stated some time ago, 'Without Russian
spares our planes won't fly and our ships won't sail,” Kakar said.
Elsewhere in Asia was another holdout from U.S'. hopes to present a united front
against Russia.
Former U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis famously nicknamed the UAE "little
Sparta" due to its out-sized posture in the fraught security situation of the Persian
Gulf region. But in addition to seeking U.S. military support in the face of tense times
with nearby Iran, Abu Dhabi has also eyed closer ties with Moscow in a number of
sectors, including defense.
The trend was on full display in recent UAE arms expos in which an array of Russian
weapons were showcased. Parallel to this has been a greater U.S. hesitance to sell
military equipment to the UAE due to concerns of civilian casualties in the ongoing
war in Yemen and of Abu Dhabi's growing relationship with Beijing.
Frustration over China's footprint in the UAE appeared to be a central factor in the
stalling of the Pentagon's plans to sell F-35 fighter jets to the Arab state. After months
of uncertainty, Abu Dhabi informed Washington in December that it was suspending
plans to acquire the advanced warplane.
On Wednesday, hours before Putin announced the beginning of military operations
against Ukraine, UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan called
for strengthening ties and deepening cooperation in a call with Russian counterpart
Sergey Lavrov.
Hours before Friday's vote, Sheikh Abdullah announced he would visit Moscow on
Monday to boost bilateral bonds.

Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, a professor of political science in the UAE, told Newsweek that
the UAE's decision to abstain from weighing in on Russia's actions in Ukraine "is
consistent with the new UAE foreign policy activism, which stems from being
confident of its decisions and its approach to global and regional politics.”
"Confidence has a lot to do with this vote,” Abdulla said, "that finally we are
independent enough, competent enough to take this kind of position, which is
consistent with our own way of doing things.”
"Maybe it doesn't resonate too well in Washington,” he added, "but that's the way
things are going to be from now on.”
As the UAE's top diplomat prepares to visit the Russian capital, Abdulla said that the
UAE has been in touch with Washington including in recent calls between Sheikh
Abdulla and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken. The Emirati expert said he did
not believe the trip "is going to be of any surprise to Washington” and even suggested
there may be a peacekeeping capacity to the high-level trip.
"This visit is important and maybe there is a way for the UAE to do some kind of
mediation between Moscow and Washington to ease tension,” Abdulla said. "That is
primarily why he's going.”
And while the UAE continues to consider the U.S. an important partner, he argued
that the focus of this relationship has been tempered by Washington's endeavor to
shift foreign policy priorities from maintaining security in the Middle East to
countering China in Asia, and more recently shore up efforts against Russia in
Europe.
"I think it is dawning on us,” Abdulla said. "It is becoming like something on the near
horizon, America is pulling back.”
In response to what he termed a "retreat” from the region, Abdulla said that the
"UAE, like many countries in the region, are positioning themselves for this
post-America, Middle East and post-Gulf Middle East, so I think this thinking is
sinking in.”
As a result, Abdulla said that "Asia is definitely the future, and I think, if that is so,
then Asia has become bigger and bigger in our strategic thinking." While "China is
only one" aspect of this new trajectory, he indicated it would be an increasingly
important one.
"If there is this post-American world post-America Gulf, correspondingly there will
be more of China," he said. "Less of America probably translates into also more of
China, in the region and throughout, by the way.”
With China assuming an increasingly central role on the world stage, even the U.S.
had appealed to the People's Republic to use its influence with Moscow to deescalate
the crisis that ultimately led to war in Europe.
But as relations between Beijing and Washington have eroded in recent years, fewer
areas of common ground have emerged. At the same time, Putin and Chinese

President Xi Jinping have only fortified their "comprehensive strategic partnership of
coordination for the new era,” an unprecedented bond between the two that was
reinforced during their high-profile summit at the beginning of the Winter Olympic
Games in Beijing earlier this month.
The two countries have often joined forces to wield their vetoes at the U.N. Security
Council on issues proposed by the U.S. and, while Beijing opted to abstain on Friday,
Chinese officials have also backed Moscow's concerns regarding NATO expansion
and U.S. military support for Ukraine as being central factors that have inflamed the
crisis and ensuing war.
And while President Joe Biden's administration has sought to prove inconsistencies
between Beijing's stated commitment to respect sovereignty and its tacit backing for
Moscow's intervention in Ukraine, the stark worsening of the U.S.-China relations on
a range of issues, most critically Taiwan, has left little room for common ground
between the two leading powers.
On Saturday, local time, the U.S. Navy's Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer USS Ralph Johnson transited the Taiwan strait as part of a "routine
operation" designed to challenge China's claim to the waterway between the
mainland and the self-ruling island Beijing considers a part of its territory.
People's Liberation Army spokesperson Senior Colonel Shi Yi issued a statement in
response saying that the Eastern Theater Command mobilized its forces to closely
monitor the U.S. warship's passage, an act considered a provocation by Beijing.
"The U.S. has carried out this provocative act, trying to support the 'Taiwan
independence' forces by making some gestures, which is both hypocritical and futile,”
Shi said. "The theater troops maintain high alert at all times and resolutely safeguard
national sovereignty and security and regional peace and stability.”
The South China Sea Probing Initiative, a Chinese observer group that monitored and
reported on the USS Ralph Johnson's movements, said that, even as Washington
sought to address an explosive situation in Europe, the U.S. has kept up challenges to
China in the Asia-Pacific.
"Based on our observations in the recent two months, the U.S. military presence and
activities around China have not weakened, but have continued to increase,’ the
South China Sea Probing Initiative told Newsweek. "We agree that the United States
still wants to focus its Indo-Pacific strategy while dealing with the crisis in Ukraine."
Chinese officials have emphasized, including to Newsweek, that there was no
comparison between Russia's approach to Ukraine and China's toward Taiwan, and
Taiwanese officials have also sought to downplay an association between the two
situations. At the same time, the Chinese monitor pointed out the likely concerns in
Taipei as another U.S. partner came under direct attack by a nation questioning its
sovereignty.
"Taiwan authorities have openly stressed 'the difference between Taiwan and
Ukraine' and showed confidence on the situation of Taiwan Strait, however, at heart,

they must be very worried about the credibility of U.S. commitment now,” the South
China Sea Probing Initiative said.
The Chinese monitor added that Washington's approach to Taiwan had influenced
Beijing's stance in Europe.
"Yes, the U.S. high-frequency hostile military moves around China largely determines
China's negative position on America's defense policy including NATO expansion,”
the South China Sea Probing Initiative said.

ALEXEI DRUZHININ/SPUTNIK/AFP/Getty Images Russian President Vladimir
Putin (L) Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) pose during their meeting in Beijing, on
February 4. In a joint statement, the two leaders emphasized greater coordination on
various initiatives, including foreign policy, as Beijing backed Moscow's security
concerns regarding NATO expansion in Europe, and Moscow supported China's
opposition toward U.S. military activities in the Asia-Pacific.
Shipping giant Maersk considers suspension of all deliveries to and from Russia
Sam Meredith - CNBC
"Our preparations include a possible suspension of Maersk bookings to and from
Russia on ocean and inland," Marsek said in a statement. The shipping giant said it
was "keeping a close eye" on developments regarding Russia's actions.
The U.S., European Union, Canada and Britain have all announced sanctions
targeting Moscow following Russia's invasion of Ukraine last week.

CNBCA crane loads a shipping container branded A.P. Moller-Maersk onto a freight
ship.
Maersk, one of the world's largest shipping container firms, said on Monday that it
may suspend all deliveries to and from Russia in light of sanctions against the
Kremlin following its invasion of Ukraine.
The Danish shipping giant said it was "closely monitoring and preparing to comply
with the ever-evolving sanctions and restrictions" imposed against Russia as
President Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine entered its fifth day.
"Our preparations include a possible suspension of Maersk bookings to and from
Russia on ocean and inland,” Marsek said in a statement.
"We are at the same time keeping a close eye on developments and assessing the best
options for our customers and their cargo.”
Shutting of shipping services to Russia would disrupt global supply chain: Shipping
consultancy
The U.S., European Union, Canada and Britain have all announced sanctions
targeting Moscow following Russia's invasion of Ukraine last week. The measures
include blocking certain banks' access to the SWIFT international payment system
and freezing the assets of Russia's central bank.
Maersk said on Monday that it would do its "utmost” to ensure cargo already on the
water reaches its intended destination.
"It's also worth noting that air space is also gradually being restricted and our air
services will be impacted,” the company said.
Shares of Maersk were down 3% on the news, having slipped more than 11%
year-to-date.
The shipping giant has been active in Russia since 1992 and operates routes to and
from the key ports of St. Petersburg, Novorossiysk, Vladivostok, Vostochny and
Kaliningrad.

The company said last week it had stopped accepting bookings to and from Ukraine
until further notice.

Canada Sends Warning After Russian Airline Aeroflot Violates Its Airspace
Khaleda Rahman - Newsweek

Daniel Slim/AFP via Getty Images A Russian Aeroflot plane takes off from Los
Angeles International Airport (LAX) on February 22, 2022.
Canada issued a warning after Russian airline Aeroflot violated a ban on using
Canadian airspace on Sunday, according to Transport Canada.
The violation occurred on the same day Canada and Europe said they would close
their airspace to Russian airlines in response to Moscow's invasion of Ukraine,
raising pressure on the U.S. to follow suit.
"We are aware that Aeroflot Flight 111 violated the prohibition put in place earlier
today on Russian flights using Canadian airspace," Transport Canada said in a tweet.

Flight 111, heading from Miami, Florida to Moscow, took off at 15:12 ET on Sunday,
according to FlightRadar24.
Transport Canada said it will launch a review into the conduct of Aeroflot and
Canada's air-traffic control service provider Nav. Canada following the violation.
"We will not hesitate to take appropriate enforcement action and other measures to
prevent future violations," the department added in another tweet.
Transport Canada has been contacted for additional comment.
According to the Associated Press, the department said Canadian officials
"mistakenly permitted a banned aircraft into Canadian airspace. This shouldn't have
happened.”
Canada's transport minister, Omar Alghabra, said on Sunday his nation was closing
its airspace to all Russian planes to hold the country accountable for an unprovoked
attack on its neighbor.
"All of Canada is united in its outrage of President Putin's aggression against
Ukraine,” Alghabra said in a statement.
"In response, we have closed Canadian airspace to Russian-owned or operated
aircraft. The Government of Canada condemns Russia's aggressive actions and we
will continue to take action to stand with Ukraine.”
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the European
Union would shut down its airspace to planes owned, registered or controlled by
Russians including "the private jets of oligarchs."
"They won't be able to land in, take off or overfly the territory of the EU," von der
Leyen added.
As more airlines canceled flights in and out of Russia, and a growing number of
countries blocked Russian airlines, the U.S. embassy in Moscow urged American
citizens in Russia to consider leaving the country immediately.
"An increasing number of airlines are canceling flights into and out of Russia, and
numerous countries have closed their airspace to Russian airlines," the embassy said
in a security alert. "U.S. citizens should consider departing Russia immediately via
commercial options still available.”
Meanwhile, Delta Air Lines has suspended its code-sharing partnership with Aeroflot
under which the airlines sold seats on each other's flights.
"We have removed our code from Aeroflot-operated services beyond Moscow's
Sheremetyevo Airport and removed Aeroflot's code from Delta-operated services from
Los Angeles and New York-JFK.
Accommodations will be made for customers affected by these changes,” Delta said
in a statement on Friday, adding that it does not operate flights to Ukraine or Russia.

Two top Russian billionaires speak out against war
Joanna Partridge - The Guardian

The Guardian
Russian billionaires Mikhail Fridman and Oleg Deripaska have become two of the
country’s first leading business people to speak out against Moscow’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine.
Fridman, who is one of Russia’s richest men, controls private equity firm LetterOne
and was a founder of Alfa Bank, Russia’s largest private bank. In a letter to his
employees he called for an end to the “bloodshed”.
Ukrainian-born Fridman sent an email to staff at LetterOne, first reported by the
Financial Times, in which he wrote that “war can never be the answer”.
Describing his Ukrainian roots in Lviv, where his parents still live, he wrote: “I have
also spent much of my life as a citizen of Russia, building and growing businesses. I
am deeply attached to Ukrainian and Russian peoples and see the current conflict as
a tragedy for them both.”
Deripaska called for peace talks to begin “as fast as possible” in a post on the
messaging app Telegram.
“Peace is very important,” wrote Deripaska, who founded the Russian aluminium
giant Rusal, in which he still owns a stake through shares in its London-listed parent
company EN+ Group.
Deripaska, who said as recently as 21 February there would not be a war in Ukraine,
has been on the US sanctions list since 2018 over his alleged links to the Russian
government, which he has taken legal action to challenge.
Fridman was ranked as the 128th richest person in the world in 2021, according to
the publication Forbes’ world billionaire list. The 57-year-old told staff in his letter
that he usually avoids making political statements.
“I am a businessman with responsibilities to my many thousands of employees in
Russia and Ukraine. I am convinced however that war can never be the answer. This

crisis will cost lives and damage two nations who have been brothers for hundreds of
years,” he wrote.
“While a solution seems frighteningly far off, I can only join those whose fervent
desire is for the bloodshed to end.”
Fridman’s LetterOne owns assets in its L1 Retail unit including the UK health food
retailer Holland & Barrett, as well as Spain’s supermarket chain DIA and the mobile
phone service provider Turkcell, which has customers in Turkey, Ukraine, Belarus
and Cyprus.
Fridman and Deripaska join a small group of prominent Russians – including
popular actors, musicians and television presenters – who have called on President
Vladimir Putin stop the military operation in Ukraine, although many Russian
oligarchs have remained silent.
Intervention may begin to put pressure on Moscow’s elite from the worlds of business
and finance to voice their opposition to Putin’s invasion.
The country’s wealthiest people are expected to face significant economic upheaval
as sanctions against Russia mount, including the expulsion of several Russian banks
from the Swift global banking payments system, designed to disconnect the country
from international finance.
World's largest cargo aircraft was destroyed during a Russian attack on an airfield,
Ukrainian minister says
Sam Tabahriti (stabahriti@insider.com) - Business Insider

Mahesh Kumar A./AP One of the world largest aircraft AN-225 Mriya lands for a
technical halt. Mahesh Kumar A./AP

Cargo plane Anotov AN-225 Mriya was destroyed, according to Ukraine's minister of
foreign affairs.
A defense reporter for the Kyiv Independent made similar comments on Sunday.
US-funded media Radio Liberty posted a picture purporting to show the plane in
flames.
The world's largest cargo aircraft, the An-225 Mriya, has been destroyed during a
Russian attack, according to Ukraine's minister of foreign affairs, Dmytro Kuleba.
Kuleba tweeted on Sunday: "Russia may have destroyed our 'Mriya'. But they will
never be able to destroy our dream of a strong, free and democratic European state."
"We shall prevail!" he added.
The plane was based at the Antonov Airport – also known as Hostomel Airport –
according to Scottish publication The Herald. The paper reported Thursday that the
airfield was struck by missiles prior to the attack.
On the same day, Aviation24.be published a report saying a source had confirmed the
aircraft was in Georgia.
Insider was not able to independently verify the publication's claims.
Illia Ponomarenko, a defense reporter for the Kyiv Independent, said on Sunday that
the aircraft was ruined "amid a Russian attack.”

And the US-funded media Radio Liberty shared a satellite picture purporting to show
the aircraft in flames.

The aircraft, which first took off in 1988, was used to transport large amounts of
humanitarian aid around the world, especially at short notice. It was also used to
transfer Soviet spacecraft.
Russian flights have been banned from many European countries as part of the
sanctions imposed by the EU and the US, as Insider reported.
Belarus votes to give up non-nuclear status
AFP

Sergei SHELEG

Belarusians voted Monday to allow the country to host nuclear weapons and Russian
forces permanently, results showed, part of a package of constitutional reforms that
also extended the rule of leader Alexander Lukashenko.
The referendum was held Sunday as the ex-Soviet country's neighbour Ukraine is
under attack from Russian troops and delegations from Moscow and Kyiv are
expected to meet for talks on the Belarusian border.
Central Election Commission head Igor Karpenko said 65.16 percent of referendum
participants voted in favour of the amendments and 10.07 percent voted against,
Russian news agencies reported. According to Karpenko, voter turnout stood at 78.63
percent.
To come into force, the amendments need to receive at least 50 percent of the vote
with a turnout of over half the electorate.
Lukashenko, who has been in power since 1994, promised the referendum in the wake
of historic protests against his disputed re-election in 2020.
By amending the constitution Lukashenko, 67, follows in the footsteps of Russian
President Vladimir Putin, who in 2020 oversaw a vote on constitutional changes that
made it possible for him to remain in power until 2036.
The constitutional changes also grant immunity to former leaders for crimes
committed during their term in office.
Russia is a key ally of Belarus and last week Lukashenko allowed Russian troops to
use Belarusian territory to invade Ukraine from the north. Belarus inherited a
number of Soviet nuclear warheads following the break-up of the USSR in 1991,
according to the Nuclear Threat Initiative think tank, which it then transferred to
Russia.
Lukashenko first floated possible changes after a presidential vote in August 2020
sparked unprecedented demonstrations that were met with a brutal crackdown.
He claimed a sixth term in the vote and imprisoned leading opposition figures, while
his main rival Svetlana Tikhanovskaya was forced to seek refuge in neighbouring
Lithuania.
The amendments would reinstate presidential term limits -- previously ditched by
Lukashenko -- to two five-year terms, but they would only apply to the next elected
president.
Were Lukashenko to put himself forward as a candidate for re-election in 2025, he
could remain in power for an additional ten years.
Tikhanovskaya's office in Lithuania has hit out at the vote, saying that a sweeping
crackdown on any dissenting voices since the 2020 election made any real discussion
of the proposals impossible.
Trenches and Molotov cocktails: Kyiv digs in for war

AFP

Daphne ROUSSEAU Kyiv residents are filling their trenches with boxes of Molotov
cocktails in preparation for a Russian invasion.
The young Ukrainian filmmaker stood over a trench with a rifle while his friends
prepared Molotov cocktails. Kyiv's exhausted but defiant residents are digging in for
war.

Genya SAVILOV
Kyiv's residents emerged from a 36-hour curfew to discover trails of destruction from
Russian shelling. Three volunteer fighters in olive fatigues worked up a sweat a few

steps away, positioning a piece of artillery onto a patch of grass separating two lanes
of a big city road.
Electronic billboards around them flashed messages warning invading Russian
soldiers that "instead of flowers, you will be greeted with bullets".
Filmmaker Andriy Ivanyuk took it all in with the confidence of a man yet to
experience real combat and said the Russians were about to be taught a lesson they
would not forget.

Genya SAVILOV Huge queues are forming outside supermarkets in preparation for
the Russian push into Kyiv.
"The Russians know very well that our land is burning under their feet,” Ivanyuk said.
Kyiv woke up from a 36-hour military curfew -- enforced by shoot-on-sight orders -on Monday to prepare for the stalled Russian push on the Ukrainian capital.

Sergei SUPINSKY An air of paranoia is poisoning the streets of Kyiv about attacks
from Russian saboteurs.
The Western-backed government's battled-hardened soldiers are stretched to the limit
at the front. They are fighting Russia's well-armed forces near the Belarusian border
in the north and Kremlin-annexed Crimea in the south.
- 'Flowers for their grave' Ukraine's war-scarred east has pitted Kyiv's troops against Russian-backed insurgent
for eight years. But the historic city of Kyiv is now being defended by its very
residents -- from artists such as Ivanyuk to bank employee Viktor Rudnichenko.
Both are in their 30s and filled with smiles. Both were living normal lives until Russia
stunned the world and attacked Ukraine last Thursday. And both are brimming with
confidence.
"We will greet them with Molotov cocktails and bullets to the head, that's how we will
greet them," Rudnichenko said.
"The only flowers they might get from us will be for their grave.” But bravado is
intermixed with expressions of exhaustion and dread on Kyiv's quickly thinning
streets.
- Bravado and exhaustion Groups of people were lugging their suitcases to the train station moments after the
curfew lifted. There were rumours that the city had organized two more evacuation
trains. Officials were unable to say how many of Kyiv's original three million
residents had already fled.
But a large proportion of those who remained spent hours standing in queues that
were forming outside the city's stores and kiosk in search of bread and cigarettes.
The city itself is gradually gaining the trappings of a conflict zone.
The booms of Grad missiles and mortar fire fell mostly silent while delegations from
Moscow and Kyiv met for talks at the Belarus-Ukrainian border on the fifth day of the
war.
But this only gave Kyiv's volunteer forces more time to roll out everything from
furniture and tyres and to garbage bins to fortify checkpoints splitting the city into
zones.
"Don't go on the grass,” volunteer Oleksiy Vasylenko shouted at a passers-by as an
air raid siren disturbed the still air.
"There could be explosives! We heard the Russian are hiding mines in the grass," the
27-year-old warned.
- 'Saboteurs' The air in Kyiv has been poisoned for days with suspicions that covert Russian units
are already hiding in the capital and staging attacks. The city issued a notice to
drivers using Kyiv-registered phone numbers on Monday not to use bus lanes on the
right hand of the road.

"If you drive in the bus lane you will be a saboteur and dealt with accordingly,” the
message from the city warned. The checkpoints are manned by nervous and
occasionally angry men who demand identity papers while pointing their
Kalashnikovs at cars.
The pass code for easier passage is "Slava Ukraini" (Glory to Ukraine) -- the
national salute despised deeply in the Kremlin and traditionally followed with the
response: "Geroyam Slava" (Glory to the Heroes).
The day's new shift of volunteers bused to the trenches frequently exchanged the
salute while milling about and preparing battle plans under a clear blue sky.
"There are enough people here to resist,” said veterinarian Yuriy Gibalyuk,
"We will resist, the whole of Ukraine will resist, whether it is Kyiv, Lviv or Donetsk,”
the 50-year-old said.
Here’s why those U.S. and European sanctions will be devastating for Russia
David Cortright - MarketWatch

Alexander nemenov/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images
Here’s why those U.S. and European sanctions will be devastating for Russia.
THE CONVERSATION
The Biden administration, in extraordinary and rapid cooperation with allies over a
period of three days, has doubled down on its vow to impose “severe sanctions”
against Russia for its military aggression against Ukraine.
On Feb. 26, the U.S. and Europe agreed to cut off some Russian banks from the
SWIFT messaging system, which is used to make trillions of dollars’ worth of
transactions every day, an option so devastating it has been called “the nuclear
option” of sanctioning. They also vowed to prevent Russia from accessing some of its
foreign reserves, making it harder to offset the effects of the sanctions.

Two days earlier, the White House announced a multifaceted sanctions package that
cuts off Russia’s major banks and companies from Western financing and imposed
direct financial costs on many of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s top allies.
It also restricted Russia’s access to semiconductor products and the technologies it
needs to sustain its industrial sector and military capabilities. Western governments
also sought to punish Putin personally in separate sanctions targeting his personal
assets held abroad.
As experts on the effectiveness of sanctions, we believe the combination of these
measures comprise an unprecedented global attack on a national economy – in this
case, Russia’s – the negative impact of which will increase by the hour.
Powerful new sanctions
In their Feb. 24 sanctions package, the U.S., its European allies and other supportive
countries froze the assets of Russia’s largest banks and several of the country’s
richest and most powerful oligarchs and imposed other financial sanctions on them.
These measures cover nearly 80% of all Russian financial assets, which the U.S.
Treasury Department called the “core infrastructure of the Russian financial system,”
blocking Sberbank, VTB Bank and other Russian banks from accessing credit and
currency markets and impeding the ability of state-owned and private entities to raise
capital.
By imposing steep costs on these financial firms as well as on Putin’s main allies,
such as Aleksandr Bortnikov, head of Russia’s Federal Security Service, and his son,
Denis Bortnikov, who chairs VTB’s board, the sanctions should undermine
the investment and development that drives the Russian economy.
The sanctions also include export controls that prohibit companies and countries
from exporting technological equipment to Russia with components that use U.S.-built
or U.S.-designed microchips.
Since the U.S. continues to dominate in making the kinds of high-end semiconductors
necessary for advanced technologies, this provides important leverage. The export
controls target Russia’s defense, aerospace and maritime sectors and will cut off
Russia’s access to vital technology, which will likely lead to the atrophy of key sectors
of its industrial base.
While Russia imports most of its semiconductors from China, these are the type of
low-end chips used to run washing machines, for example – not to operate a guided
missile. Russia relies on U.S. semiconductor components for many of its most
important technological applications.
Similar export controls on semiconductor products are being imposed by many others,
including Europe, Japan and Taiwan.
‘Massive bank runs’
And after intense pressure from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and others,
the U.S. and European Union agreed on Feb. 26 to cut off some Russian banks from

SWIFT, which stands for the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication and connects thousands of financial institutions around the world.
This is especially notable because some countries, in particular Germany and
Italy, had previously been opposed to this step.
When Iran was first cut off from SWIFT in 2012, it lost half of its oil export revenues
and 30% of its foreign trade. The U.S. and allies also announced on Feb. 26 that
they would block the Russian central bank’s access to some of its over US$600 billion
in foreign currency reserves.
Elina Ribakova, deputy chief economist for the Institute of International Finance, said
this measure would have a dramatic effect on Russia’s economy and banking system
and lead to “massive bank runs,” a selloff of rubles and “possibly a full-on collapse
of Russia’s financial system.”
Plus: Sberbank Europe is failing or likely to do so, ECB says
Altogether, these sanctions – if sustained – should have a devastating effect on
Russia’s economy, as well as curtail its strategic capabilities by hurting the powerful
energy sector and military industrial companies, which are bulwarks of Putin’s
regime.
What makes sanctions stick and sting
We’ve studied the effectiveness of past sanctions both in terms of their economic
impact and whether they attain their political objectives.
We’ve found two conditions are necessary for sanctions to be effective, at least when
it comes to their economic impact: They must be multilateral, meaning they involve a
broad coalition of governments, and they must be implemented by countries that have
extensive commercial relations with the targeted regime.
Furthermore, the countries with deep ties to the target must accept the risks and costs
that result from their actions.
That’s why the participation of a growing number of like-minded nations – including
the U.K., Germany, France and other European states that have a much higher
volume of trade with Russia than does the United States – is so crucial in making
these sanctions succeed.
This unity and collective economic clout explain why the Russian stock market went
into a nose dive and the ruble fell to a record low against the dollar after Russia
launched its invasion and the new sanctions emerged.
As a result, Russia’s billionaires lost an estimated $71 billion on Feb. 24, and
Standard & Poor’s and Fitch Ratings slashed the country’s credit rating to “junk”
status.
Because the sanctions are multilateral in design and being implemented in close
coordination with allies in Europe, Japan, Australia and other countries around the
world, our research suggests they will have a significant impact on Russia. Previous

estimates have suggested aggressive sanctions like the ones being unleashed now
could shrink Russia’s annual gross domestic product by 3% to 5% or more.
Bearing the costs of imposing sanctions
Discussions are continuing and pressure may build to take other, more severe
measures in response to the Russian assault, especially if its military is deemed to be
guilty of committing war crimes.
Other measures on the table include more direct product-based sanctions of oil,
natural gas and aluminum. But they also would have more immediate negative
consequences for Europe, another test of endurance for the economic battle with
Russia.
In this case, the impact of the very strong sanctions levied is hurting Russia now and
will increase substantially in the coming months. As long as the countries imposing
the sanctions, as well as the companies and citizens who will also bear some of the
costs, are willing to accept them, they will likely succeed in punishing Putin for his
aggression against Ukraine.
David Cortright is professor emeritus at the Kroc Institute for International Peace
Studies at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind. George A. Lopez is the
Hesburgh Professor of Peace Studies, Emeritus, at the University of Notre Dame.
This was first published by The Conversation — “Targeting Putin’s inner circle and
keeping Europe on board: Why Biden’s sanctions may actually work to make Russia
pay for invading Ukraine“. It has since seen updated.

Russian warships curb tilts Turkey to West, risks Russia's ire
Tuvan Gumrukcu & Jonathan Spicer - Reuters
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NKARA (Reuters) - Turkey's pledge to block some Russian warships from passing
through its waters to the Black Sea during the Ukraine crisis could help repair its ties
with NATO, even as it risks reprisals from Moscow.
But a buildup of Russian ships waiting to make the journey will test Ankara's resolve
over the next few days and show how far it is willing to go in tilting its uniquely
delicate diplomatic balance between east and west.
Turkey changed its rhetoric to call Moscow's assault on Ukraine a "war" on Sunday a move that would allow Ankara to use parts of an international pact to limit the
transit of some Russian warships from the Mediterranean to the Black Sea.
That could curb Moscow's ability to build up its naval force attacking Ukraine's Black
Sea Coast, though it all depends on the small print in the 1936 Montreux Convention.
The pact allows Turkey to limit naval transit of its Dardanelles and Bosphorus straits
during wartime but has a clause exempting ships returning to their registered base.
At least four Russian ships are currently waiting on Turkey's decision to cross from
the Mediterranean, Yoruk Isik, an Istanbul-based geopolitical analyst and head of the
Bosphorus Observer consultancy, said.
Two of them - a frigate and a destroyer - have formally asked to make the journey as
soon as this week, according to Isik and a senior Turkish official. Any of them
claiming the Black Sea as their base could still make the journey, leaving Turkey with
some wriggle room.
"Calling it a 'war' is a very big step," Isik told Reuters. "Ankara didn't want to take
this step and, with the language, is giving Moscow one last chance to stem aggression
in Ukrainian cities."
HIGH STAKES
The stakes are high for NATO member Turkey which has maritime borders and good
ties with both Russia and Ukraine.
A decided shift to the West could burnish its standing within NATO after Turkey's
2019 purchase of Russian S-400 missiles soured relations and triggered U.S.
sanctions.
Yet, any step too far may harm Turkey's already beleaguered economy after a
currency crisis in December and an inflationary spiral. Russian natural gas accounts
for 45% of Turkish imports, while Russians account for 20% of Turkey's tourists.
Atilla Yesilada of GlobalSource Partners said Turkey's shift over the conflict was
"almost certain to draw the Russian wrath," and that this would be seen with bans on
Turkish agricultural exports or provocations in Syria.
A separate official with knowledge of the matter said Turkey's government planned to
take steps to boost the economy now that fallout from the conflict is being felt "more
and more by the day". The lira briefly tumbled 5% last week as the attacks - which
Russia call a "special operation” - began.

Meanwhile, Turkey's politicians have kept their own rhetoric measured.
President Tayyip Erdogan has criticized the Western approach to Moscow including
the use of sanctions, while also taking a sharp tone towards Russia, calling the
invasion "unacceptable” and a "heavy blow” to regional security.
While forging close ties with Russia on energy and defence, Ankara has sold drones
to Ukraine and inked a deal to co-produce more, angering Moscow.
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu appealed to Russian and Ukrainian counterparts
for a ceasefire and negotiations, which Erdogan has offered to host.
Cavusoglu said on Sunday that ships returning to base in the Black Sea will be
permitted passage and evaluated on a case-by-case basis.
When it came to establishing the ships' all-important home station, he added:
"Everything should be transparent.”
(Additional reporting by Orhan Coskun; Editing by Andrew Heavens)

