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Civilian hiding in bomb shelter says Russians soldiers are getting 'clobbered'
The Ukraine resident says Russia 'has no chance' in taking over
Joshua Q. Nelson - Fox News
Civilian hiding in bomb shelter says Russians soldiers are getting ‘clobbered’
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy professor Mychailo Wynnyckyj says the
country is mobilized to defend itself against Russia.
A civilian hiding in a bomb shelter said on Friday that Russia has no chance in taking
over Ukraine.
"I can tell you that I am here with an awful lot – a group of really angry people. They
believe that if he occupies the country, then he has another thing coming for him.”
Apparently, according to official stats, there has been 2,800 Russian troops killed in
Ukraine just today," Mychailo Wynnyckyj, associate professor at National University
of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, told "The Story w/ Martha McCallum" on Friday.
Wynnyckyj said that is about half of what was killed over the 20 years of the U.S. war
in Afghanistan.
"In other words, in two days, the Russians have gotten clobbered," Wynnyckyj said.

Several buildings in Starobilsk within the Luhansk Oblast region of Ukraine show
significant damage because of shelling, according to images shared by the State
Emergency Service of Ukraine. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine)
Wynnyckyj's comments came after a report emerged hat Russian military forces have
not made the kinds of gains they expected in Ukraine. Russian forces have faced more
resistance than anticipated from Ukrainian forces, according to a senior
U.S. defense official.
After two days of war, Ukrainian command and control is still intact, and no
population centers have been taken. And Russia has yet to achieve air superiority,

with Ukraine’s air and missile defense capability still working, though degraded, the
defense official told reporters Friday.
"The Russians have lost a little bit of their momentum," the defense official told
reporters, speaking on background.
The official added, "In general we assess the Russian forces are encountering greater
resistance than they expected."

Despite Ukraine’s effort in warding off Russian forces, they need the United States’
help.
"Yeah, we are getting clobbered at the moment because they’ve got air superiority
over us at the moment,” Wynnyckyj said.
"Any kind of ground advances are being stopped. The stories that I’ve seen today are
absolutely amazing, in terms of shooting down paratroopers before they land on the
ground."
"We desperately need air support. We desperately need a no-fly zone in this
country … we are asking Americans help us with that," he continued.
"But you know what? If we get a no-fly zone, we will be able to handle things on our
own over here. Because these Russians have absolutely no chance of doing anything
in this country."

Wealthy Russians who parked money in Florida's 'Little Moscow' worry they'll be
blacklisted from buying luxury real estate
Hillary Hoffower - Business Insider

Sunny Isles, Florida. Meinzahn/Getty Images
Sunny Isles, Florida, is known as "Little Moscow" because of the many Russian elites
who live there. They're worried sanctions could prevent them from buying real estate.
Experts say it's likely they won't be severely affected.
Sunny Isles, Florida, has long been an escape for Russia's wealthy and elite, who
have purchased so much luxury property in the area that it's become known as "Little
Moscow” and "Moscow by the Sea.”
"They love to be here, and they like to spend their money and enjoy their life,” Lana
Bell, a Russian real-estate agent, told the News Nation correspondent Brian Entin on
Monday.
President Joe Biden issued sanctions this week that target Russia's elite and their
families and restrict the Kremlin's ability to access Western financial institutions.
Though people in Little Moscow have been worried the escalating Russia-Ukraine
conflict will threaten their lifestyle and blacklist them from buying American real
estate, Entin reported, Bell said it hadn't been a problem.
Experts told the Miami Herald's Michael Wilner the sanctions in place were unlikely
to have a strong effect in South Florida. But Russia's invasion of Ukraine on
Thursday showed the tensions were far from over.
"We are extending the reach of US sanctions to prevent the elites close to Putin from
using their kids to hide assets, evade costs, and squander the resources of the Russian
people," a National Security Council official told the Miami Herald. "This is a new
approach."

Anders Åslund, a Swedish economist and the author of "Russia's Crony Capitalism:
The Path from Market Economy to Kleptocracy," doesn't think this will affect the
Russian rich in the greater Miami region that Little Moscow is in.
He told Wilner that the Miami Russians weren't powerful enough to feel the sanction
burn. "These are comfortable people, rather than the top people,” he said.
Florida's Russian rich
In Sunny Isles, condos can cost as much as $35 million. The most expensive home in
the area listed on Sotheby's is $13.9 million. It's an area where the Trump brand is
dominant, which The Washington Post reported was part of the appeal among
Russian investors looking to move their money in the post-Soviet economy.
Jose Lima, a salesperson for the company that developed the region's Trump
towers, told The Post in 2016 that Russian speakers bought about one-third of the 500
units he sold.
But Russian influence stretches beyond Sunny Isles. From Hollywood to Fisher Island,
Russians have spent years snapping up properties along Florida's southeastern coast.
Experts told Wilner that illicit financing had helped fuel the trend, though it's not all
related to dirty money. They estimated that Russia's elite had more than $1 trillion in
offshore accounts, which they said was dis-proportionally held in South Florida
property.
So far, Russia's richest billionaires have been affected by the rising conflict the most.
Following Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the richest 22 of them lost $39 billion in one
day.
While many of the Little Moscow Russians didn't want to be identified when talking to
News Nation's Entin, they did tell him off camera that they supported Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Leaked document shows Russia is preparing for 'a massive medical emergency' of
Ukraine war casualties
Bethany Dawson - Business Insider

Russian servicemen take part in a review of the Chechen Republic's troops and
military hardware at the residence of Ramzan Kadyrov, head of the Chechen
Republic. Yelena Afonina\TASS via Getty Images
Leaked documents sent to ITV News show that Russia is preparing for a major
medical event.
The health ministry is compiling lists of medical professionals for deployment.
A Ukrainian military official said that this could show that Putin "has the intention to
go until the end.”
Leaked documents show that Russia is preparing for many casualties caused
by Putin's invasion of Ukraine and is preparing to draft civilian medics from across
the country, said ITV News.
The documents, sent exclusively to ITV news and signed by Deputy Health Minister
Plutnitsky, ask medical teams "to be promptly involved in activities aimed at saving
lives & preserving the health of people in Russia.”
Emma Burrows, ITV's news editor, wrote that it "indicates Russia is anticipating a
massive medical emergency” and could be forced to deploy doctors and medics from
health organizations across the country.
It requests that medical institutions send a list of medical specialists and their details
to the Russian health ministry to deploy them when needed. Medics that it is looking
for include trauma, heart, maxillofacial and pediatric surgeons, anesthetists,
radiologists, nurses (including for operating rooms), and infectious disease
specialists.
The document states that these people will be paid by the "Federal Center of Medical
Disasters.”

A Ukrainian military official told ITV news that this document shows that the
Russians "did not expect to face such a level of resistance and losses” and that they
are "far from achieving their goals” of a quick, surprise attack.
They also added that this leaked document could show that Putin intends to "go until
the end, despite huge losses of personnel.”
An intelligence update by the UK Ministry of Defence on February 26 stated that
"Russian casualties are likely to be heavy and greater than anticipated or
acknowledged by the Kremlin.”
According to the official Ukrainian Parliamentary Telegram channel, the Ukrainian
military has killed over 3,000 Russian troops and captured 200. Mykhailo Podoliak,
an advisor to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, is quoted in Ukrainian
media saying, "this shows that Ukraine has not just survived, Ukraine is winning!”

Gergiev, Putin friend, out of Vienna Philharmonic US tour
AP
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FILE - In this Wednesday, May 1, 2013 photo, Valery Gergiev, looks on after a
"pre-premiere" performance, put on for veterans and senior employees of the theatre
in the new Mariinsky Theatre on the eve of the it's official opening in St.Petersburg,
Russia.
Gergiev, a conductor who is close to Russia President Vladimir Putin, will not lead
the Vienna Philharmonic in a five-concert U.S. tour that starts at Carnegie Hall on
Friday night.

The 68-year-old Russian conductor is music director of the Mariinsky Theatre in St.
Petersburg, Russia, the White Nights Festival there and is chief conductor of the
Munich Philharmonic.
He received a Hero of Labor of the Russian Federation prize that Putin revived in
2013. Metropolitan Opera music director Yannick Nézet-Séguin will replace Gergiev
for the Carnegie concerts.
NEW YORK (AP) — Valery Gergiev, a conductor who is close to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, will not lead the Vienna Philharmonic in a five-concert U.S. tour that
starts at Carnegie Hall on Friday night.
The 68-year-old Russian conductor is music director of the Mariinsky Theatre in St.
Petersburg, Russia, the White Nights Festival there and is chief conductor of the
Munich Philharmonic.
He received a Hero of Labor of the Russian Federation prize that Putin revived in
2013 and has often voiced support of Putin, who has been widely condemned for
ordering an invasion of Ukraine that began Thursday.
“This change was made due to recent world events,” Carnegie Hall spokeswoman
Synneve Carlino said.
Ron Boling, a spokesman for the orchestra, said the Philharmonic would not comment
when asked whether the decision was made by the orchestra, Gergiev or Carnegie.
The move came after Milan’s famed Teatro alla Scala sent a letter to Gergiev asking
him to make a clear statement in favor of a peaceful resolution in the Ukraine, or he
would not be permitted to return to complete his engagement conducting
Tchaikovsky’s “The Queen of Spades.”
Gergiev was lightly contested by the audience during a performance Wednesday night,
but the situation changed dramatically with the Russian invasion overnight, theater
spokesman Paolo Besana said. He is next scheduled to appear in Milan on March 5.
Milan Mayor Giuseppe Sala, who is La Scala’s president, said the request was made
because Gergiev had declared his closeness to Russian President Vladimir Putin on
multiple occasions.
“We are asking him to take a clear position against this invasion, and in the case in
which he doesn’t do it, we are constrained to renounce the collaboration,″ Sala
said. ”It is clear that the culture can go on other levels, but in front of such a
situation we need to act.”
Online posts in recent days had promised protests at Carnegie Hall, where Gergiev
was to lead the Vienna Philharmonic on Friday and Saturday nights, and Sunday
afternoon. The orchestra then travels to Hayes Hall in Naples, Florida, for
performances on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Metropolitan Opera music director Yannick Nézet-Séguin will replace Gergiev for the
Carnegie concerts, creating a busy schedule ahead of Nézet-Séguin leading the Met
premiere of the original French version of Verdi’s “Don Carlos” in a five-hour
performance on Monday night.
Russian pianist Denis Matsuev will not perform as scheduled on Friday. In 2014,
Matsuev said he supported Russia’s annexation of Crimea.
Vienna said the weekend programs would remain unchanged, and a soloist will be
announced along with a conductor for the Florida concerts.

Bitcoin donations to Ukraine's army surge as Russian forces roll in, with $3 million
coming from just a single giver
Hamza Fareed Malik - Business Insider

Demonstrators seen at the Lincoln Memorial calling for the US to take action amid
the Russia-Ukraine tensions. Kenny Holston/Getty Images
A Ukrainian NGO has raised over $4 million in bitcoin for the country's army since
Russia attacked, Elliptic said. One donor alone gave $3 million on Friday, the
blockchain analytics company told Insider.
People who can't navigate the international banking system can give bitcoin really
easily, it said.
A Ukrainian nonprofit has raised bitcoin worth more than $4 million to support the
country's army since Russia attacked, according to blockchain analytics company
Elliptic.

Come Back Alive — a charitable foundation that collects money for medical kits,
military gear and other items — took in over $675,000 in the cryptocurrency on
Thursday, the day Russia's forces attacked Ukraine. By Friday morning, it had
received another $3.4 million in bitcoin, with $3 million coming from a single donor,
Elliptic told Insider.
"Yesterday, we thought that was a shocking rise in donations. But this morning, it's
totally eclipsed that,” Jess Symington, research lead at Elliptic, said.
On Thursday, Russian president Vladimir Putin authorized a full-scale attack on
Ukraine, and on Friday Russian forces have been advancing toward its neighbor's
capital, Kyiv. The new wave of hostilities expanded the clash from a limited incursion
over disputed land into the most serious armed conflict in Europe for at least a
decade.
Come Back Alive has been the most successful group by far in raising money for
Ukraine, she said. Founded in 2014, the NGO started accepting crypto donations four
years later and saw a surge in bitcoin donations recently.
Symington said crypto assets provide an alternative funding route for people who
can't navigate the international banking system, but do have access to bitcoin and can
donate it easily.
"This is potentially a new factor in complex situations — the idea of fundraising and
crowdfunding for defense efforts,” she said.
Elliptic research found that givers can make quick cross-border donations using
crypto assets, bypassing financial institutions that might be blocking payments.
Giving platform Patreon suspended Come Back Alive's fundraising campaign on its
platform on Thursday, CNBC reported. The NGO had raised over $300,000 on the
site, which is designed to help people give money to support writers and similar
creators.
Accepting crypto can be good for fundraisers, too, Symington suggested.
"It provides another group, or access to a much larger group, of potential donors
than just having fiat or Ukrainian fiat donation options,” she said.
Volunteer groups have been an important part of the Russia-Ukraine conflict over the
past decade and have been closely linked to the Ukraine government, Elliptic
research showed.
Some have turned to cryptocurrencies for their efforts, Symington said, with local
newspaper Kyiv Independent is fundraising in ethereum as well as bitcoin. Blue and
Yellow is a Lithuanian movement that accepts bitcoin, ethereum, and litecoin.

Biden admin carefully examining legal issues around providing arms to Ukraine
Ken Dilanian, Carol E. Lee, Courtney Kube & Dan De Luce - Business Insider

A Republican congressional aide said there was bipartisan frustration with the pace
of aid, but Biden admin officials said legal review was not slowing things down.

A Ukrainian serviceman walks by a deactivated Russian military multiple rocket
launcher on the outskirts of Kharkiv, Ukraine, on Feb. 25, 2022.Vadim Ghirda / AP
Amid widespread calls to help Ukraine resist a Russian invasion, the Biden
administration is carefully examining legal questions about whether the United States
can provide certain weapons and intelligence, multiple Congressional officials
briefed on the matter tell NBC News.
Biden administration officials insist the lawyering is part of a normal review process,
while Republicans in Congress — and some Democrats — have complained that it is
slowing down what should be an immediate effort to ramp up weapons deliveries
to Ukrainian forces.
“There is no legal review or debate that is slowing anything down,” said Emily
Horne, a spokeswoman for the White House National Security Council. “We are
actively continuing to provide assistance to Ukraine.”
Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby said Friday, “We know [the Ukrainians] have
self-defense needs, we’re going to do our best to fill them. We are continuing to
provide ways for them to defend themselves.”

But lawyers at the National Security Council have raised questions about whether
providing lethal aid such as Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, and even actionable
intelligence that could help Ukraine target Russian forces, would make the United
States a party to the conflict under international law, the officials say.
“The reasoning is it’s ‘escalatory’ — that’s the phrase I keep hearing,” said one
Republican congressional aide. “I would characterize the frustration as bipartisan
and wide-ranging.’
A senior Biden administration official disputed that, saying, “No NSC lawyers have
raised objections to the provision of security assistance to Ukraine.”
A Democratic congressional aide had yet another take.
“Lots going on behind the scenes,” he said. “Careful about the partisans slinging
mud. Lots and lots of rules on exports of lethal aid. Everyone wants to help, but there
are those pesky laws that are in place because past administrations were too fast and
loose with weapons transfers and sales.”
The internal legal debate over aid was first reported by FP.com.
The Biden administration did help Ukraine obtain a small number of stingers through
Latvia and Lithuania, but the missiles came from the stocks of those countries, not
directly from the U.S. Ukraine wants many more, but the U.S. so far has not
accommodated that request. Officials say it takes time to train people to use the
weapons system.
Hours after Russia launched its attack on Ukraine, the country’s defense minister
issued an appeal for countries to send Ukraine anti-aircraft and anti-tank weapons
through Poland.
“We need as much Stinger and anti-tank weapons as possible,” Defense
Minister Alexey Reznikov said in a video. “In order to provide for reliable
procurement of equipment, you may deliver it to Poland. From there we will transport
them across the land and quickly saturate our defense.”

Lawmakers, former U.S. national security officials and retired U.S. military officers
have complained that the Biden administration has moved too slowly at times to
provide military aid to Ukraine, despite repeated appeals from Kyiv.
The White House held up a military aid package in December, to try to give more
time for diplomacy with Moscow, NBC News previously reported. The military
assistance was eventually released in January.
The White House has rejected the criticism, saying it has acted rapidly to provide
more than $650 million in military assistance over the past year. Officials have also
noted that President Donald Trump delayed a military aid package to Ukraine and
never provided Stinger missiles or other air defenses, which require many months of
training.
NBC News reported this week that decisions by three presidents — Obama, Trump
and Biden — left Ukraine with substandard air defenses that are no match for
Russian forces.
Now lawmakers and other observers are calling on the White House to answer
Ukraine’s appeal for weapons and equipment, urging President Biden to ramp up
military aid as the Ukrainians face a massive Russian onslaught.

Fmr. Defense Secy. Panetta: U.S. needs to 'do everything we can' to prevent 'a total
humanitarian disaster'
“We’ve got to accelerate delivery of capabilities to the Ukrainians,” said Ben Hodges,
a retired lieutenant general who oversaw U.S. Army forces in Europe.
“We’ve got to have something that looks like a Berlin airlift,” said Hodges, now at
the Center for European Policy Analysis think tank. “Javelins and especially stingers
would be very effective.”
Rep. Jason Crow, D.-Colo., a member of the House Armed Services Committee, said:
“I think we should continue to supply defensive weapons, ammunition, and other
supplies via overland routes into Ukraine as quickly and expansively as possible.”

Republicans in Congress have proposed legislation that would create a “Ukraine
Resistance Fund” to help Kyiv resist Russian efforts to seize control of the country.
“We’ve never been urgent enough, and we need to make sure that none of the
Ukrainian resistance fighters have any fear that they are going run out of ammo,”
Republican Sen. Ben Sasse said on Morning Joe. “There needs to be an urgency and
the president needs to lead on that.”
Republicans in Congress argue Biden should have sent more weapons sooner. Senate
Republican leader Mitch McConnell, for instance, has been saying for some time —
including privately in conversations with Biden — that the U.S. needed to get more
weapons to Ukraine in advance of a Russian invasion.
Republicans see similarities with what they view as the administration’s failure to
plan coherently for extracting Americans and Afghan partners after Afghanistan fell
to the Taliban.
Rep. Michael McCaul of Texas, ranking Republican on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, said in an email to NBC News that the administration needs to take
urgent action to arm the Ukrainians.
“I have been saying for months that we needed to send more lethal assistance to
Ukraine, including Stingers, ammo, small arms and other equipment that could help
the Ukrainian people defend their country," he said.
"Now is not the time for feet dragging. This administration committed to supporting a
resistance movement and they must follow through on the pledge.”
Democrats counter that given Trump’s record on Ukraine — he was impeached for
delaying a lethal aid package for personal political reasons — Republicans have no
leg to stand on in this debate.

Satellite images show severe damage to Ukrainian airbases after they were
reportedly struck by missiles
Zahra Tayeb - Business Insider

Chuhuiv Airbase pictured after reportedly being hit by Russian missiles. Planet Labs
Satellite imagery appears to show Ukrainian airbases struck by Russian missiles
Thursday.
Before and after images were captured on February 21 and February 24, showing
apparent destruction. US firm Planet captured shots of smoke billowing upward from
Mykolaiv Airbase and Chuhuiv Airbase.
Satellite images show destruction at Ukraine airbases after Russian forces attacked
the country in an unprovoked invasion.
US company Planet released the photos via Twitter and its website showing damage
to two airbases in Ukraine, including Mykolaiv Airbase and the Chuhuiv Airbase.
Planet says it provides daily satellite data that helps businesses, governments, and
journalists understand the physical world and take action.
On Thursday morning, Russia attacked Ukraine in what was described as a
"full-scale invasion." According to Ukraine's interior ministry, Russian tanks
were pouring over the border from Belarus, as well as from occupied Crimea.
Russian troops were reported to have attacked Ukrainian security forces with
artillery and small arms. The invasion has forced people in the country's capital, Kyiv,
to flee. Others have been using the city's subway stations as bunkers.
The photos shared by Planet Labs show before and after images of Ukraine's
damaged airbases captured on February 21 and February 24, respectively.
Images show dark fumes of smoke billowing from Chuhuiv Airbase, situated outside
of Kharkiv, Ukraine, which was reportedly struck by Russian missiles, per Sky News.

Satellite image shows Mykolaiv Airbase struck by Russian forces.
Planet Labs
White smoke was also seen rising from Mykolaiv Airbase located in southern Ukraine,
as pictured above. According to its website, Mykolaiv Airbase is a small airport
housing three runways with other airfields nearby.

A California professor says he spotted Russia's invasion of Ukraine on Google
Maps hours before Putin announced the attack
Natalie Musumeci - Business Insider

Radar imagery showed a large Russian military unit south of Belgorod before it
moved toward the border with Ukraine. Capella Space/Middlebury Institute of
International Studies.

A California professor noticed Russia's invasion of Ukraine on Google Maps hours
before the attack. Jeffrey Lewis called it "incredible" to come to the conclusion with
radar imaging and Google Maps.
A "traffic jam" on Google Maps and a satellite image of a Russian armored unit
showed the beginning of the invasion.
A California professor and arms control expert says he noticed Russia's invasion of
Ukraine on Google Maps in real time hours before Russian President Vladimir Putin
announced the attack in a televised address.
Jeffrey Lewis, a nonproliferation professor at the Middlebury Institute of
International Studies in Monterey, California, had been monitoring Google Maps
with a small team of research assistants and graduate students when they spotted a
"traffic jam" on a road from Belgorod, Russia, to the Ukrainian border at around
3:15 a.m. local time in the Russian city on Thursday.
Lewis told Insider on Friday that the "unusual" early morning backup started exactly
where a radar image taken a day earlier showed a newly arrived "large Russian
military unit with a lot of armor," such as tanks and armored personnel carriers.
"What was important about that image is that they were not set up in a camp — they
were lined up in columns along roads, which is what you do when you're about to
pounce," Lewis said.
As Lewis and his team saw the gridlock just outside of Belgorod on Google Maps they
quickly realized what was unfolding before their eyes as they stood more than 6,000
miles away in California — a Russian armored unit was on the move toward the
border with Ukraine.
"It was immediately clear," Lewis said. "The traffic jam began where that extremely
large unit was found. So it was very easy at that point to conclude that they had gotten
on the road.”
"We watched the traffic jam move south along the highway,” he continued. "So they
were on the road, and they were driving toward Ukraine.”
Putin announced to the nation that Russia launched its assault on Ukraine just before
6 a.m. local time on Thursday.
Later that day, US President Joe Biden said that the Russian military began "a brutal
assault on the people of Ukraine without provocation, without justification, without
necessity.”
Technological capabilities that didn't exist a decade ago
Lewis said he and his team "think we were the first people to identify that the invasion
was underway.”
"Over the past few weeks, we, like I think a lot of other groups, had been looking at
deployments of Russian forces on the border near Ukraine,” he said.

Russian forces deployed in and around the western outskirts of Belgorod, Russia, seen
in a satellite image taken on February 24, 2022, with artillery and multiple rocket
launchers approximately 10 miles north of the border with Ukraine. Satellite image
©2022 Maxar Technologies
Google collects real-time traffic data from smartphones using the Google Maps app,
but Lewis said that it's highly unlikely that the traffic pattern his team saw was from
Russian forces carrying their cellphones.
"Russian troops would absolutely have been told to keep their phones off,” Lewis said,
adding, "In general, what I think was happening was people, civilians, were either
trying to get down the road or on the road … and they were probably hitting
roadblocks.”
Lewis called it "incredible” to come to the conclusion he and his team did thanks to
radar imaging and Google Maps.
"These are capabilities that either only the intelligence community had a decade ago
or didn't exist at all,” Lewis said.
Lewis added, "When you have a radar image, and you can see through clouds, and
when you can then tie that to a traffic disruption, it makes you feel ever so, for just a
moment, a little bit like a superhero.”
In the aftermath of Russia invading Ukraine, traffic data on Google Maps showed
how Ukrainians were trying to flee the capital city of Kyiv, which was under siege by
Russian forces on Friday.
On Friday, Google Maps showed how roads headed west outside of Kyiv were either
blocked or clogged with traffic as Russian forces advanced on the city.

Poland, Sweden refuse to play Russia in World Cup qualification playoffs after
invasion of Ukraine
Ben Morse - CNN

The Polish national football team during the 2022 FIFA World Cup qualifier Group I
match against England in Warsaw.
(CNN)The Polish and Swedish national teams will not face Russia in a crucial 2022
World Cup qualification playoff matches in March in protest at Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.
The president of Poland's football association Cezary Kulesza announced the news on
Saturday.
"No more words, time to act! Due to the escalation of the aggression of the Russian
Federation towards Ukraine the Polish national team does not intend to play the
play-off match against Russia,” he tweeted.
"We are in talks with (Swedish) and (Czech) federations to bring forward a joint
statement to FIFA.”
Poland was due to travel to Moscow to face Russia on Thursday, March 24, while
Ukraine was scheduled to travel to face Scotland on the same day.
The winner of the Poland-Russia game would host either Sweden or Czech Republic
on March 29 in the final of their World Cup qualification route.
And the Swedish Football Association (SVFF) said on Saturday its board had decided
that its men's national team "will not play a possible playoff match against Russia -regardless of where the match is played.
"The Federal Board also urges FIFA to cancel the play-off matches in March in
which Russia participates,” the SVFF statement added.

"We have a hard time believing that FIFA will not follow our call. Russia cannot join
as long as this madness continues,” the Swedish FA said.
Bayern Munich superstar and Poland striker Robert Lewandowski echoed Kulesza's
sentiment, saying: "It is the right decision!
"I can't imagine playing a match with the Russian National Team in a situation when
armed aggression in Ukraine continues,” Lewandowski tweeted. "Russian footballers
and fans are not responsible for this, but we can't pretend that nothing is happening.”
Other members of the Polish squad released joint statements on their social media -one in Polish and one in English -- agreeing with their football association's decision.
"We, the players of the Polish national team, together with the Polish Football
Association, decided that as a result of Russia's aggression against Ukraine, we do
not intend to play in the play-off match against Russia,” it said.
"It is not an easy decision, but there are more important things in life than football.
Our thoughts are with the Ukrainian nation and our friend from the national team,
Tomasz Kedziora, who is still in Kiev with his family.”
The statement signed off with the hashtags #SolidarnizUkraina (In solidarity with
Ukraine) and #NoWarPlease.
Kedziora is a 27-year-old defender who played for Dynamo Kyiv.
The Polish football association had released a statement on Thursday which said it
believed the qualifiers should not be held in Russia.

Lewandowski scores against Sweden in their Euro 2020 clash.
"Based on the current alarming development in the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine, including the security situation, the Football Associations of Poland (PZPN),
Sweden (SvFF) and Czech Republic (FACR) express their firm position that the
playoff matches to qualify for the 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar, scheduled for 24
and 29 March 2022, should not be played in the territory of the Russian Federation,”
it said.

"The signatories to this appeal do not consider traveling to Russia and playing
football there. The military escalation that we are observing entails serious
consequences and considerably lower safety for our national football teams and
delegations.
"Therefore, we expect FIFA and UEFA to react immediately and to present
alternative solutions regarding places where these approaching playoff matches
could be played.”
On Friday, UEFA announced that this year's Champions League Final will no longer
take place in St. Petersburg following an extraordinary meeting of the governing
body's Executive Committee.
The 2022 final was scheduled to be held at Krestovsky Stadium, which is sponsored
by Russian state-owned company Gazprom, but will now be moved to the Stade de
France in Paris to be played on the original date of May 28.
Elsewhere, some of Russia's top athletes have been speaking out against the war in
Ukraine.
World No. 1 Daniil Medvedev said he is "all for peace” while Andrey Rublev also
advocated for peace, writing "No war please” on the camera after a win. Writing on
the lens is a common practice after tennis matches.

Laundered Money Could Be Putin’s Achilles’ Heel
Paul Krugman (Opinion Columnist) - The New York Times
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The United States and its allies aren’t going to intervene with their own forces
against Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. I’ll leave it to others with relevant
expertise to speculate about whether we’ll send more arms to the Ukrainian
government or, if the Russian attack achieves quick success, help arm the Ukrainian
resistance.
For the most part, however, the West’s response to Putin’s naked aggression will
involve financial and economic sanctions. How effective can such sanctions be?
The answer is that they can be very effective, if the West shows the will — and is
willing to take on its own corruption.
By conventional measures the Putin regime doesn’t look very vulnerable, at least in
the short run.
True, Russia will eventually pay a heavy price. There won’t be any more pipeline
deals; there will be hardly any foreign direct investment. After all, who will want to
make long-term commitments to a country whose autocratic leadership has shown
such reckless contempt for the rule of law? But these consequences of Putin’s
aggression will take years to become visible.
And there seems to be only limited room for trade sanctions. For that, we can and
should blame Europe, which does far more trade with Russia than America does.
The Europeans, unfortunately, have fecklessly allowed themselves to become highly
dependent on imports of Russian natural gas. This means that if they were to attempt
a full-scale cutoff of Russian exports they would impose soaring prices and shortages
on themselves. Given sufficient provocation, they could still do it: Modern advanced
economies can be incredibly resilient in times of need.
But even the invasion of Ukraine probably won’t be enough to persuade Europe to
make those sorts of sacrifices. It’s telling, and not in a good way, that Italy
wants luxury goods — a favorite purchase of the Russian elite — excluded from any
sanctions package.
Financial sanctions, reducing Russia’s ability to raise and move money overseas, are
more easily doable — indeed, on Thursday President Biden announced plans to crack
down on Russian banks. But the effects will be limited unless Russia is excluded
from SWIFT, the Belgium-based system for payments between banks.
And a SWIFT exclusion might in practice mean a stop to Russian gas supplies, which
brings us back to the problem of Europe’s self-inflicted vulnerability.
Yet the world’s advanced democracies have another powerful financial weapon
against the Putin regime, if they’re willing to use it: They can go after the vast
overseas wealth of the oligarchs who surround Putin and help him stay in power.
Everyone has heard about giant oligarch-owned yachts, sports franchises and
incredibly expensive homes in multiple countries; there’s so much highly visible

Russian money in Britain that some people talk about “Londongrad.” Well, these
aren’t just isolated stories.
Filip Novokmet, Thomas Piketty and Gabriel Zucman have pointed out that Russia
has run huge trade surpluses every year since the early 1990s, which should have led
to a large accumulation of overseas assets.
Yet official statistics show Russia with only moderately more assets than liabilities
abroad. How is that possible? The obvious explanation is that wealthy Russians have
been skimming off large sums and parking them abroad.
The sums involved are mind-boggling. Novokmet et al. estimate that in 2015 the
hidden foreign wealth of rich Russians amounted to around 85 percent of Russia’s
G.D.P. To give you some perspective, this is as if a U.S. president’s cronies had
managed to hide $20 trillion in overseas accounts.
Another paper co-written by Zucman found that in Russia, “the vast majority of
wealth at the top is held offshore.” As far as I can tell, the overseas exposure of
Russia’s elite has no precedent in history — and it creates a huge vulnerability that
the West can exploit.
But can democratic governments go after these assets? Yes. As I read it, the legal
basis is already there, for example in the Countering America’s Enemies Through
Sanctions Act, and so is the technical ability. Indeed, Britain froze the assets of three
prominent Putin cronies earlier this week, and it could give many others the same
treatment.
So we have the means to put enormous financial pressure on the Putin regime (as
opposed to the Russian economy). But do we have the will? That’s the trillion-ruble
question.
There are two uncomfortable facts here:
First, a number of influential people, both in business and in politics, are deeply
financially enmeshed with Russian kleptocrats. This is especially true in Britain.
Second, it will be hard to go after laundered Russian money without making life
harder for all money launderers, wherever they come from — and while Russian
plutocrats may be the world champions in that sport, they’re hardly unique: Ultra
wealthy people all over the world have money hidden in offshore accounts.
What this means is that taking effective action against Putin’s greatest vulnerability
will require facing up to and overcoming the West’s own corruption.
Can the democratic world rise to this challenge? We’ll find out over the next few
months.

In Ukraine to film a documentary, Sean Penn calls for more help from US
Eileen AJ Connelly & Ben Kesslen - New York Post

Actor Sean Penn, who is in Ukraine filming a documentary about Russia’s invasion,
called the military move a ‘”brutal mistake” late Friday and said that the Ukrainian
people are “heroic.”

Sean Penn is filming a documentary in Ukraine amid the Russian invasion. AP
“Already a brutal mistake of lives taken and hearts broken, and if he doesn’t relent, I
believe Mr. Putin will have made a most horrible mistake for all of humankind,”
Penn told the Post in a statement .
“President Zelensky and the Ukrainian people have risen as historic symbols of
courage and principle. Ukraine is the tip of the spear for the democratic embrace of
dreams. If we allow it to fight alone, our soul as America is lost.”

Sean Penn has urged the US to step up aid for Ukraine as Russia’s assault
continues.Getty Image

Sean Penn says that Russia’s “brutal mistake” has been Heartbreaking.

map shows areas of Ukraine currently threatened by Russian incursion.
Penn met earlier in the week with Zelensky and other Ukrainian officials and has
attended press briefings as he works on the doc. Vice Studios told the Post it’s
collaborating with the Oscar winner, who first made a trip to Ukraine in November.
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Video shows Ukrainians confronting Russian tanks with their bodies

Russian soldiers stuck on road get roasted by Ukrainian driver

Romney slams Putin for Ukraine attack, blames US for ‘tepid’ past response

Ukraine downs Russian plane over Kyiv

Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelensky warns EU leaders ‘this might be the last time you see
me alive’

After Russia takes Chernobyl, radiation spikes in exclusion zone
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Viral video allegedly shows broken Ukrainian father saying goodbye to daughter
fleeing to safety.

Ukrainian Parliament member details her nation's resilience as military thwarts dam
attack.

