The latest News Around Us in Feb #14
Chinese banks restrict lending to Russia, dealing blow to Moscow
Beijing draws line on support for Moscow after invasion of Ukraine
Megan Henney - Fox News
Two Chinese state-owned banks will restrict financing for Russian commodity
purchases, suggesting there are limits to Beijing's support for Moscow as the Kremlin
confronts severe economic sanctions over its attack of Ukraine.
Offshore units of Industrial & Commercial Bank of China have stopped issuing U.S.
dollar-denominated letters of credit for purchases of physical Russian commodities
ready for export, while the Bank of China has also limited funding, according to
Bloomberg News, citing people familiar with the matter.
Yuan-denominated letters of credit are still available for some clients, pending
approval from senior executives.

Chinese President Xi Jinping (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein / AP Newsroom)
The move comes after Russia launched a wide-scale invasion into Ukraine, shattering
three decades of peace in Europe and eliciting a slew of condemnations and financial
penalties from the U.S., European Union and other nations.
It was a surprising twist and points to potential cracks showing in the relationship
between Moscow and Beijing. The two countries are frequently geopolitical allies
who have united in the past against the U.S.; they have formed increasingly close
bonds over recent years, with Russia a key supplier of energy to China.
At the same time, China's biggest banks hold billions of Russian assets. Beijing has
also provided Moscow with tens of billions in funding over the years.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (Evgeniy Paulin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via
AP / AP Newsroom)
But Beijing ultimately has closer economic ties to Western nations, who are much
bigger export customers for China, major sources of technology and investment, and
also control China's access to the international dollar system.
China has pledged to maintain normal trade with both Russia and Ukraine, despite
the latest restrictions from two of its largest state-owned banks.
The leaders of the two nations – Xi Jinping of China and Vladimir Putin of Russia –
spoke on Friday, during which Xi reportedly urged Putin to solve the crisis with
negotiations.

Ukrainian soldiers take positions in downtown Kyiv, Ukraine, Friday, Feb. 25,
2022.(AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti) (AP Newsroom)
"The situation in eastern Ukraine has undergone rapid changes, drawing great
attention from the international community. China’s position would be based on the
right and wrong in relation to the Ukraine issue itself," Xi told Putin on Friday,
Chinese state broadcaster CCTV reported.

"China supports Russia and Ukraine in resolving the issue through negotiation."

Ukrainian citizens prepare to defend their homeland after President Zelenskyy
announced Russia will storm Kyiv tonight.

Gen. Keane warns Putin is 'underestimating the Ukrainian people' and their will to
keep fighting.

How is the “rules-based international order” working for us now?

'WATCHING FROM AFAR': Ukrainian president throws shade at Biden over U.S.
absence.

The machinery could be used as a way to minimize appearance of Russian military
casualties.
Ukraine invasion: Russian forces have mobile crematorium that can 'evaporate'
soldiers killed in attacks
Machinery could be used as a way to minimize appearance of Russian military
casualties
Stephanie Pagones & Jennifer Griffin - Fox News

Russia’s cache of weaponry and machinery includes a mobile crematorium, which is
mounted on a vehicle and can be deployed if needed during the ongoing, devastating
invasion of Ukraine, Fox News has confirmed.

The mobile crematorium has been seen among the Russian troops that, led by
President Vladimir Putin, continue their advance onto the neighbor country, The
Telegraph reported and Fox News has confirmed.
Ben Wallace, the British secretary of defense, told The Telegraph the mobile
crematorium could be used as a way to minimize the appearance of Russian military
casualties. Footage taken in 2014 provides a glimpse into the machinery and its
capabilities.
Russian forces forged ahead Friday in their efforts to take Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital,
using what was believed to have been a method of encircling the country following a
series of airstrike attacks.
The advance on Kyiv is seen as an attempt to replace the Ukrainian presidency with a
Kremlin-friendly regime.

Pre-dawn explosions rocked Kyiv and gunfire was reported in parts of the city, while
Ukraine's military said a group of Russian spies and saboteurs was seen on the
capital's outskirts. Police told people not to exit a central subway station because of
gunfire in the area.

Damaged building following a blast at around 4am during Russian artillery strikes in
Kyiv, Ukraine, on Friday, Feb. 25, 2022. ( Erin Trieb/Bloomberg via Getty Images)
The assault, anticipated for weeks by the West, amounts to Europe's largest ground
conflict since World War II. It could also portend the emergence of a new "Iron
Curtain" between the West and Russia, with global repercussions.
Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy appealed for defense assistance and
tougher sanctions on Russia. President Biden was to meet Friday with fellow NATO
leaders in a virtual summit.
The U.N. human rights office said it was receiving increasing reports of civilian
casualties, with at least 25 deaths verified, mostly from shelling and airstrikes. "The
figures, we fear, could be much higher," agency spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani
said. And at least 102 people were said to have been injured so far.

Biệt kích Ukraine tấn công sang phi trường tận bên Nga.
Phi trường có hai phi đội SU-30SM và nó nằm cách Ukraine 10 cây số
Nga nói phi trường bị hứng một hỏa tiễn và bị biệt kích Ukraine tấn công. Họ không
đưa tin thiệt hại cụ thể là những gì.

A former Ukrainian ambassador called Volodymyr Zelenskyy a 'badass president'
over his refusal to be evacuated.
Ukrainian marine sacrifices himself to blow up bridge, Ukrainian Military says
Ukrainian military statement thanks marine for allegedly sacrificing himself to
demolish a bridge
Journalist says he went to Ukraine to report truthfully on what's happening
Freelance Journalist and Australian veteran Matthew Williams went to Ukraine to
report ongoing war to provide honest coverage to prevent more disinformation
The Ukrainian military has released a statement thanking a marine for allegedly
sacrificing himself in order to demolish a bridge that would allow Russian tanks to
advance.

The General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine released the statement Friday via
social media, reporting that Vitaliy Volodymyrovych Skakun, a battalion engineer,
had voluntarily undertaken a mission to mine out the support structure of the
Genichesky Bridge near the Kyiv before Russian forces could cross it.
Shakun did not have time to flee the blast zone before detonating the explosives, and
informed his battalion that he would be blowing it up regardless.
The Armed Forces reported that the subsequent explosion was immediate and
thwarted Russian efforts to mobilize their tank column over the bridge.

Ukraine forces blew up the bridge about 30 miles north of Kyiv on Thursday in order
to thwart the advance of Russian tanks toward the capital city, according to reports.
The nation’s airborne assault troops targeted the bridge, which crosses the Teteriv
River at Ivankiv, helping ground forces stop a Russian tank convoy, Ukraine’s
Defense Ministry said, according to Newsweek.
The invasion efforts reportedly included Russian troops commandeering Ukrainian
military vehicles and donning Ukrainian military uniforms in order to ease their way
into the city, reports said.
Ukraine's foreign minister, Dmytro Kuleba, noted that the last time foreigners
attacked Kyiv took place in 1941.
"Horrific Russian rocket strikes on Kyiv. Last time our capital experienced anything
like this was in 1941 when it was attacked by Nazi Germany," Kuleba said.
"Ukraine defeated that evil and will defeat this one. Stop Putin. Isolate Russia. Severe
all ties. Kick Russia out of [everywhere]." Russian shelling outside Kyiv has already
done significant damage.
A Ukrainian soldier on the ill-fated Snake Island was live-streaming as Russian
warships opened fire and wiped out the 13 soldiers stationed there.

tiktok
Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine Thursday local time. World leaders
and diplomats widely condemned the attack and promised strong sanctions in
response.
A Russian warship issued a warning to the Ukrainian border guards at Zmiinyi Island
– also known as Snake Island – only to be told by one of the guards, "Russian
Warship, go f--- yourself."
Zelenskyy hailed the 13 soldiers and said they would all receive the honor "Hero of
Ukraine."
Ukrainian Forces Repel Russian Attack on Kyiv, Prepare for Next Assault
Thousands of civilians take up arms to help defend the capital, while Russian
forces face fierce resistance throughout Ukraine
Yaroslav Trofimov

Ukrainian service members looked for unexploded shells after fighting with Russians
in Kyiv on Saturday morning. SERGEI SUPINSKY/AGENCE
FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES

KYIV, Ukraine—Ukrainian forces and thousands of freshly recruited
volunteers regained control of Kyiv’s streets after Russian troops and undercover
units in civilian clothes tried to enter the city in the early hours of Saturday, while
Russian airstrikes, airborne landings and armored advances continued throughout
the country.
On Saturday, the third day of the war that Russian President Vladimir Putin
unleashed with the aim of overthrowing Ukraine’s elected government and ending its
alignment with the West, Ukrainian forces fought fierce battles on all fronts, with
each side asserting it had inflicted heavy losses on the other.
President Volodymyr Zelensky recorded a video address from the street outside the
presidential headquarters in Kyiv, urging Ukrainians to keep fighting and denying
Russian reports that he had called on his forces to lay down arms.
“Truth is on our side. This is our land, our country, our children, and we will keep
defending them all,” he said. “Glory to Ukraine.”
A rapid Russian victory in the biggest war in Europe for decades would drastically
change the geopolitical balance on the continent, giving Mr. Putin control of
strategically vital swaths of the former Soviet Union’s territory and placing Russia’s
armies on the doorstep of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
European and U.S. officials are increasingly concerned that Mr. Putin’s broader goal
of revising the ending of the Cold War, restoring Moscow’s former sphere of
influence in Europe’s east, won’t stop at Ukraine, a fear that could force a rethink of
NATO’s military stance and Europe’s energy supplies, which depend in large part on
Russia. Mr. Zelensky has constantly reinforced that message, saying that Ukrainians
are fighting and dying not just for their own country but for all of Europe.
What It's Like to Escape Kyiv Amid Russian Attacks

Traffic jams have choked roads in Kyiv as people try to flee Russia's pressing assault.
WSJ's Brett Forrest documented his long car journey out of the Ukrainian capital
while traveling to cover the war. Photo: Ethan Swope/Bloomberg News.

If fierce Ukrainian resistance leads to a long and bloody war—or forces Mr. Putin to
seek a peace deal without achieving his goals—the setback could threaten both his
hold on power in Moscow and his drive to restore Russia as a global power.
Mr. Zelensky, in an address on Saturday, said that Russia has failed in its quest to
quickly replace him with a puppet regime and that Ukrainian soldiers were holding
the line throughout the country.
He called on Ukrainians abroad and foreign volunteers to join the fight. “Everyone
who can, come back to defend Ukraine,” Mr. Zelensky said. “All the friends of
Ukraine who want to come join us, come here too—we will give you weapons.”
On Friday, the biggest thrust of Russian forces, pouring in from the north, targeted
Kyiv, an ancient city that was home to around three million people before Russian
bombardments triggered a mass exodus of people toward western Ukraine, which is
safer. Many who remained in the city spent the night in bomb shelters and
underground subway stations.

President Volodymyr Zelensky recorded a video address in Kyiv urging Ukrainians to
keep fighting. PHOTO: /ASSOCIATED PRESS
Ukrainian civilians fleeing westward have been stuck in long lines of cars near the
border with Poland. Many people have abandoned their cars and walked to the
border for many hours in chilly weather, carrying children and a few belongings.
Ukraine’s Health Ministry said Saturday that 198 Ukrainian civilians, including three
children, had been killed since the Russian invasion began, and 1,115 injured.
“We knew that the night would be difficult because the Russian Federation would use
all its resources and reserves to inflict on us maximum damage in the maximum
number of locations,” Mr. Zelensky’s adviser, Mykhailo Podolyak, said at a 7 a.m.
briefing on Saturday.

“Kyiv is their priority number one because the main declared goal of the Russian
operation is the annihilation of Ukraine’s political and military leadership. That is
why they are pouring the maximum number of Russian troops toward Kyiv.”
Kyiv Attacks Intensify as Russian Forces Close In on Ukraine’s Capital

Explosions and gunfire rocked Kyiv as Russian troops intensified attacks on
Ukraine’s capital. Residential areas were hit and people sought refuge, while
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky called for help from Western leaders. Photo:
Oleksandr Ratushniak/AP
A Russian column that attempted to advance from the West, on the highway linking
Kyiv to Lviv, was destroyed in nighttime fighting inside Kyiv. Bodies lay on the
ground, amid the smoldering remains of armored vehicles and trucks.
Presumed Russian infiltrators, traveling in civilian vehicles, were also gunned down
by Ukrainian troops as they tried to approach the Ukrainian Parliament building,
witnesses said. Intense firefights were reported in other locations throughout the
capital.
After daybreak on Saturday, Ukrainian regular troops and volunteers of the newly
formed Territorial Defense force regained the upper hand, erecting roadblocks, firing
positions and other fortifications around the city, particularly in the government
district and near bridges spanning the Dnipro river.
Trucks accompanied by police ferried ammunition as civilians lined up patiently in
grocery stores, at pharmacies and teller machines.
A large supermarket on Kyiv’s Antonovycha street was well stocked, with fresh bread,
pineapples and Italian cheese, and some of the checkout lanes still accepted Apple
Pay.
handful of basement bars reopened as makeshift shelters, serving espressos before the
5 p.m. curfew kicked in. At one bar, customers were asked to show their passports to
prove that they were not Russian citizens.

The biggest lines in the Ukrainian capital were at the recruitment centers for the
Territorial Defense.
At one sports facility converted for this purpose, several hundred volunteers,
commanded by career military officers, loaded crates of ammunition into civilian
vehicles and sped off to their positions.

Ukrainian soldiers patrolled an area not far from burning military trucks in a street
in Kyiv. PHOTO: EFREM LUKATSKY/ASSOCIATED PRESS
Outside, hundreds more aspiring recruits, including women, patiently waited their
turn in a line that snaked around the building. “I never expected so many would turn
up. The whole city has risen up now,” one of the officers at the site said.
“A bit too late, but better late than never.”
Concerned about Russian infiltrators and spies, members of the Territorial Defense
didn’t allow photography and didn’t provide their names. The volunteers said they
had no choice but to fight now that Russian forces were on Kyiv’s doorstep.
“A Russian rocket hit a building near my home this morning. This was the last straw
for me, and now it’s time to take up arms. Everyone in this city who wanted to escape
has already fled,” said one of the new recruits, a 35-year-old IT specialist.
“There is nowhere to run and no point in hiding. We just have to repel the invaders
and send them back where they came from,” said another, a human-resources
specialist.

Sources: Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (Russia-controlled
area in eastern Ukraine); Dr. Phillip Karber, Potomac Foundation (attacks)
Note: Locations are approximate; Data as of Friday
Max Rust and Emma Brown/The Wall Street Journal
South of Kyiv, Russian airborne troops attempted a landing in the strategic town of
Vasylkiv, the location of a Ukrainian military airfield. Firefights broke out during the
night but by morning hundreds of Ukrainian troops and irregular volunteers armed
with assault rifles patrolled Vasylkiv’s main road.
Along the highway running between Kyiv and Odessa near Vasylkiv, security forces
and local volunteers wearing armbands were looking for stray Russian troops who
might be hiding in the woods.
Ukrainian soldiers said they had driven off most of the Russian landing force in
Vasylkiv. Kyiv also said Ukrainian forces had downed a Russian Il-76 transport plane
full of airborne troops near Vasylkiv. That claim couldn’t be independently
confirmed.
In the late morning, contrails of two jet fighters engaging in a dogfight could be seen
in the blue skies above the town. Intense fighting also went on through the night near
the southern cities of Odessa, Kherson, Mykolaiv and Mariupol, Mr. Podolyak said.
On Friday, Moscow signaled an openness to talks with Kyiv. But shortly after, Mr.
Putin excoriated Mr. Zelensky, calling him a terrorist and urging Ukraine’s military
to oust him, dimming prospects for diplomacy.
Ukrainians Weigh Staying or Leaving as Russian Attack Intensifies

Russia’s continued bombardment of Ukraine has forced many to make the difficult
choice between fleeing the country or staying put. WSJ’s Brett Forrest in Kyiv, which
was increasingly targeted, explains how people are weighing their options. Photo:
Vadim Ghirda/AP
Mr. Zelensky is expected to speak to several world leaders later on Saturday, Mr.
Podolyak said. On Friday, Mr. Zelensky spoke by phone with President Biden. A
White House official said the call lasted about 40 minutes.
Mr. Zelensky wrote on Twitter, “Strengthening sanctions, concrete defense assistance
and an antiwar coalition have just been discussed with @POTUS.”
U. S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement Saturday that Washington
would provide up to $350 million in additional military aid to Ukraine, including
“lethal defensive assistance” to help Kyiv resist Russian armored and airborne
forces.

Firefighters attempted to put out a fire at a building that was shelled in Kyiv on
Saturday. PHOTO: GLEB GARANICH/REUTERS

Kyiv residents rushed to an underground shelter on Saturday morning.
PHOTO: DANIEL LEAL/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES
Mr. Blinken didn’t say which weapons Washington intended to provide. The U.S. has
previously sent Javelin antitank weapons and ammunition, among other battlefield
systems. In January, the U.S. also gave approval for Latvia and Lithuania to deliver
American-made Stinger antiaircraft missiles to Kyiv.
Mr. Biden authorized the fresh delivery of military aid Friday night and approved up
to $250 for overall assistance to Ukraine. A person familiar with the matter said the
administration has asked Congress for $6.4 billion in additional funding for Ukraine
aid and defense needs.

A man held a sleeping baby after arriving by bus to a supermarket parking lot from
the Ukrainian border crossing in Przemysl, Poland. PHOTO: OMAR
MARQUES/GETTY IMAGES

People on foot and in cars crossed from Ukraine to Poland.
PHOTO: DIMITAR DILKOFF/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES
(Michael R. Gordon contributed to this article.)

Russia says it's not hitting Ukraine's civilian infrastructure. Evidence suggests
otherwise
Gianluca Mezzofiore & Katie Polglase - CNN
(CNN)On Friday, Russia's foreign minister Sergey Lavrov sought to reassure the
world about civilian casualties on day two of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
"Nobody is going to attack the people of Ukraine," he said during a heated press
conference, telling CNN that there were "no strikes on civilian infrastructure."
However, reports about apartment buildings and kindergartens being shelled,
civilians being killed, and rockets being found in residential streets have been
trickling in since the beginning of the offensive.
Social media videos, photos and satellite images analyzed and geolocated by CNN
confirm that on several occasions densely populated areas have been hit by Russian
forces. CNN is reaching out to the Russian government for comment.
Amnesty International, in a press release on Friday, accused Russian forces of
"indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas and strikes on protected objects such as
hospitals," citing three examples, including an attack on Thursday near a hospital
building in Vuhledar, in the eastern Donetsk region. That attack killed four civilians
and wounded ten more, Amnesty reported.
Here are some examples CNN found.
Kindergarten in Okhtyrka, orphanage in Vorzel

A kindergarten in Okhtyrka, in the north-eastern region of Sumy, was hit by shelling
on Friday, according to several public officials. The mayor Pavel Kuzmenko, claimed
the shelling was carried out by a Russian Uragan multiple launch rocket system,
injuring several children.
News of the alleged attack on Sonechko kindergarten was confirmed by the Head of
the Sumy Regional Military Administration Dmytro Zhivitsky who said this was the
third shelling in Okhtyrka on Friday.
A video circulating on social media which CNN geolocated to the kindergarten in
Okhtyrka shows injured people covered in blood on the ground in front of the
entrance.
In the aftermath of the alleged attack, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba accused the Russian Federation of "war crimes." "Today's Russian attacks on
a kindergarten and an orphanage are war crimes and violations of the Rome Statute,"
Kuleba tweeted.
"Together with the General Prosecutor's Office we are collecting this and other facts,
which we will immediately send to the Hague. Responsibility is inevitable," he added.
The orphanage was also mentioned by Lyudmila Denisova, the ombudsman of the
Verkhovna Rada for Human Rights.
"As a result of heavy armor shelling of an orphanage in the town of Vorzel in the Kyiv
region, 51 children are currently at risk of life and health, 3 of whom have severe
health problems and 15 infants. Two buildings of the institution were damaged," she
said.
Rockets in Bucha and Kharkiv
A video appeared on Facebook on Friday showing a projectile hitting the tarmac on a
residential road. The user posting it then attached a photo of a remnant in hand with
the words "the fragment is on our doorstep."
CNN geolocated the video to a residential address in Bucha, a suburb of Kyiv.
Experts and open source analysts are debating whether the rocket contained a cluster
munition based on the footage.

A photo posted on Facebook showing the remnant of what is suspected to be a cluster
munition.
Mark Hiznay, associate director of the arms division at Human Rights Watch told
CNN the projectile is a cluster munition. Upon landing, the munition "will impact a
wide area," Hiznay explained and "send out 9mm bullets all over the place. Pretty
nasty.”
Another explosive also landed in a residential area in Kharkiv, a city in northeast
Ukraine. One image circulating on social media showed a large projectile that had
ploughed through a pedestrian crossing. CNN geolocated the image to Kharkiv.
Hiznay identified the weapon as a motor for a Smerch rocket and said it was likely no
longer dangerous.
Chuhuiv apartment building
An apartment block in the eastern city of Chuhuiv, outside Kharkiv, was damaged in
an attack on Thursday that Ukrainian officials attributed to Russian forces.
The Ukrainian Defense Ministry listed Chuhuiv as one of the targets of the intensive
shelling and strikes on the first day of the Russian offensive.

A man sits outside his destroyed building after bombings on the eastern Ukraine town
of Chuguiv on February 24, 2022.
Maxar released new imagery of a nearby airport that was the likely target of the
attack. In the images, it is possible to see damage to fuel storage areas and other
airport infrastructure.
News agencies such as Agence France-Presse and Anadolu released images that
showed a resident of the Chuhuiv apartment building crying among the wreckage of
the strike, an old woman wrapped in a blanket sitting outside and firefighters
attending a fire inside the building.
At least one victim could be seen lying on the ground. Photos also showed a single
large crater in the ground which hints at the use of a single missile or rocket for the
attack, Amnesty said. CNN has geolocated the site of the attack.

Russia vetoes U.N. resolution condemning its invasion of Ukraine
TRACY WILKINSON (Staff Writer) - Politico

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Linda Thomas-Greenfield addresses the United Nations
Security Council on Friday. “Russia, you can veto this resolution, but you cannot veto
our voices,” she said, looking directly at the Russian representative.
(Seth Wenig / Associated Press)
Russia stood alone Friday to veto a U.N. resolution condemning its “brutal” invasion
of Ukraine, killing the measure — for now. But all other members in the solemn
session of the U.N. Security Council either voted in favor or abstained, testament to
rounds of intensive diplomatic pleas by the Biden administration.
The U.S.-drafted measure, which demands the immediate, complete and unconditional
withdrawal of the Russian troops battering Ukraine, was approved by 11 members.
Most notably, China, thought to be in Moscow’s corner, abstained. So did two U.S.
allies, India and the United Arab Emirates, in a disappointment for the U.S. Russia,
as one of five permanent members, holds veto power, which it exercised.
That Russia’s “isolation” was so starkly drawn was hailed as a major victory by U.S.
diplomats. And they vowed they will carry a similar resolution to the full 193-member
General Assembly, where there are no vetoes and only a simple majority is needed to
pass.
The U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, said that she
was not surprised by the Russian veto but that it would not deter efforts to rebuke and
stop Moscow’s aggression.
“Russia, you can veto this resolution, but you cannot veto our voices,” she said,
looking directly at the Russian representative, Vasily Nebenzya, who, in one of the

peculiarities of U.N. politics, was chairing the session as rotating president of the
council.
“You cannot veto the truth,” Thomas-Greenfield continued. “You cannot veto our
principles. You cannot veto the Ukrainian people. You cannot veto the U.N. Charter.
And you will not veto accountability.”
Nebenzya, after the vote but with the council still in session, took Thomas-Greenfield
and several other Western representatives to task for what they had condemned as
egregious abuses and attacks on civilians by Russian forces.
“Who are you to moralize?” he said. Thomas-Greenfield looked back at him,
stone-faced.
He and the Ukrainian ambassador, Sergiy Kyslytsya, also had testy exchanges.
Nebenzya called his Ukrainian counterpart “boorish,” while Kyslytsya said Nebenzya
and his comments accusing Ukraine of repression earned him a special “seat in hell.”
Friday’s vote followed senior U.S. diplomats’ intense lobbying of their counterparts
from dozens of countries to back the resolution at the Security Council or at a
possible later meeting of the full United Nations, where a similar condemnation could
be brought.
Russia “will be shown to be isolated on the world stage,” State Department
spokesman Ned Price said a couple of hours ahead of the vote. Although the
Americans were disappointed that India and the UAE did not join in the “yes”
column, it was China’s decision to abstain that gave them particular relief.
Before Friday’s meeting, U.S. diplomats expressed the likelihood that Beijing would
side with Moscow. They saw glimmers of hope, however: President Xi Jinping has
been publicly measured in support for the invasion. Although he values a growing
relationship with Moscow, he may also be reluctant to pick too bitter a fight with the
U.S. and NATO.
The Chinese representative to the Security Council, Zhang Jun, explained his
country’s vote saying that although China did not support violating the sovereignty of
another nation, as Russia has done, the resolution might add “fuel to the fire” rather
than contributing to a diplomatic path to peace. He also said Russia’s “legitimate
security aspirations” had to be addressed.
“Ukraine should become a bridge between East and West, not an outpost for
confrontation among major powers,” Zhang said.
Similarly, the UAE and India said that although they abhorred Russia’s actions, they
feared the resolution would shut the door to diplomacy and dialogue. Both countries,
especially India, also have strong ties to Russia.
The Security Council vote came after increased economic sanctions the Biden
administration imposed on Russia on Thursday — and on Putin himself on Friday —
which had been augmented by a series of measures by the European Union.

Rallying broader support for a condemnation of Russia, however, had been
a surprisingly difficult task for U.S. diplomats.
Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and his deputy, Wendy R. Sherman, as well as
other officials, had been on the phone to counterparts from a host of nations,
including Portugal, Turkey, Moldova, Israel and Saudi Arabia. Those efforts
followed months of in-person and virtual consultations and warnings among allies
about Russia’s designs on Ukraine.
India had been an especially prickly case. In addition to historical ties with Moscow,
New Delhi in recent years has built a defense and diplomatic partnership with
Washington.
But India was tepid in its initial response to Russia’s aggression. During a Security
Council session that unfolded in New York on Wednesday night as President Vladimir
Putin unleashed Russian troops on Ukraine, India’s representative called for
de-escalation but did not condemn Moscow. So, while not a “yes,” India’s abstention
Friday could have been worse, diplomats said.
A Biden administration official who briefed reporters on the U.S. strategy for the
Security Council rejected any suggestion that the difficulty in putting together a
united front reflected the impotence of consensus-based global organizations like the
United Nations and especially the Security Council, where Russia and China are
permanent members, along with the United States, France and Britain. Russia
currently holds the rotating president’s seat on the council.
“It’s important that we send a message to Ukraine, to Russia and to the world that the
Security Council will not look away,” said the official, who briefed reporters on
condition of anonymity to discuss behind-the-scenes deliberations.
“The council was established to respond to precisely this scenario: a stronger country
waging war against a weaker neighbor in violation of the U.N. Charter and the
principles of the U.N. Charter.”
But U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres, who spoke to reporters after the
Security Council meeting, was clearly disappointed.
The United Nations “was born out of war, to end war,” he said. “Today that
objective was not achieved.”

Russians push toward Ukraine’s capital; residents take cover
Yuras Karmanau, Jim Heintz, Vlademir Isachenkov & James LaPorta - AP

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Kyiv residents braced Saturday for another night sheltering
underground, as Russian troops closed in on Ukraine’s capital and skirmishes were
reported on the outskirts. Ukraine’s leader, meanwhile, vowed to continue fighting the
Russian assault as he appealed for more outside help.
“The real fighting for Kyiv is ongoing,” President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in a
video message in which he accused Russia of hitting infrastructure and civilian
targets.
“We will win,” he said.
Central Kyiv appeared quiet on Saturday, though sporadic gunfire could be heard.
And fighting on the city’s outskirts suggested that small Russian units were trying to
clear a path for the main forces. Britain and the U.S. said the bulk of Russian forces
were 19 miles (30 kilometers) from the center of the city.
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko extended an overnight curfew to run from 5 p.m.
Saturday until 8 a.m. on Monday. He said “all civilians on the street during the
curfew will be considered members of the enemy’s sabotage and reconnaissance
groups.”
· Russia claims its assault on Ukraine is aimed only at military targets, but bridges,
schools and residential neighborhoods have been hit since the invasion began
Thursday with air and missile strikes and Russian troops entering Ukraine from the
north, east and south.

Ukraine’s health minister reported Saturday that 198 people, including three children,
had been killed and more than 1,000 others had been wounded during Europe’s
largest land war since World War II. It was unclear whether those figures included
both military and civilian casualties.
In Kyiv, a missile struck a high-rise apartment building in the southwestern outskirts
near one of the city’s two passenger airports, leaving a jagged hole of ravaged
apartments over several floors. A rescue worker said six civilians were injured.
The conflict has driven thousands of Ukrainians from their homes in search of safety.
U.N. officials said more than 120,000 Ukrainians had left the country for Poland,
Moldova and other neighboring nations.
Russian President Vladimir Putin sent troops into Ukraine after he spent weeks
denying that’s what he intended, all the while building up a force of almost 200,000
troops along the countries’ borders.
He claims the West has failed to take seriously Russia’s security concerns about
NATO, the Western military alliance that Ukraine aspires to join. But he has also
expressed scorn about Ukraine’s right to exist as an independent state.
Putin has has not disclosed his ultimate plans for Ukraine but Western officials
believe he is determined to overthrow Ukraine’s government and replace it with a
regime of his own, redrawing the map of Europe and reviving Moscow’s Cold
War-era influence.
It was unclear in the fog of war how much territory Russian forces have seized.
Britain’s Ministry of Defense said “the speed of the Russian advance has temporarily
slowed likely as a result of acute logistical difficulties and strong Ukrainian
resistance.”
A senior U.S. defense official said Saturday that more than half of the Russian combat
power that was massed along Ukraine’s borders had entered Ukraine, and that
Russia has had to commit more fuel supply and other support units inside Ukraine

than originally anticipated. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to
discuss internal U.S. assessments, did not provide further details.
Ukraine’s Infrastructure Ministry said a Russian missile was shot down before dawn
Saturday as it headed for the dam of the sprawling water reservoir that serves Kyiv,
and Ukraine said a Russian military convoy was destroyed near the city early
Saturday.
Footage showed soldiers inspecting burned-out vehicles after Ukraine’s 101st
brigade reported destroying a column of two light vehicles, two trucks and a tank. The
claim could not be verified.
Highways into Kyiv from the east were dotted with checkpoints manned by uniformed
Ukrainian troops and young men in civilian clothes carrying automatic rifles.
Low-flying planes patrolled the skies, though it was unclear if they were Russian or
Ukrainian.
In addition to Kyiv, the Russian assault appeared to focus on Ukraine’s coastline,
which stretches from near the Black Sea port of Odesa in the west to beyond the Azov
Sea port of Mariupol in the east.
If the Russian troops succeed, Ukraine would be cut off from access to all of its sea
ports, which are vital for its economy. In Mariupol, Ukrainian soldiers guarded
bridges and blocked people from the shoreline amid concerns the Russian navy could
launch an assault from the sea.
Fighting also raged in two territories in eastern Ukraine that are controlled by
pro-Russian separatists. Authorities in the city of Donetsk said hot water supplies to
the city of about 900,000 were suspended because of damage to the system by
Ukrainian shelling.
The U.S. government urged Zelenskyy early Saturday to evacuate Kyiv but he turned
down the offer, according to a senior American intelligence official with direct
knowledge of the conversation. Zelenskyy issued a defiant video recorded on a
downtown Kyiv street early Saturday, saying he remained in the city.
“We aren’t going to lay down weapons. We will protect the country,” the Ukrainian
president said. “Our weapon is our truth, and our truth is that it’s our land, our
country, our children. And we will defend all of that.”
Hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians have been on the move, seeking safety in the
west of the country or beyond. The U.N. estimates that up to 4 million could flee if the
fighting escalates.
Refugees arriving in the Hungarian border town of Zahony said men between 18 and
60 were not being allowed to leave Ukraine. “My son was not allowed to come. My
heart is so sore, I’m shaking,” said Vilma Sugar, 68.
Hungary and Poland both opened their borders to Ukrainians. At Poland’s Medyka
crossing, some said they had walked for 15 miles (35 kilometers) to reach the border.

“They didn’t have food, no tea, they were standing in the middle of a field, on the
road, kids were freezing,” said Iryna Wiklenko as she waited on the Polish side for
her grandchildren and her daughter-in-law to make it across.
Officials in Kyiv urged residents to seek shelter, to stay away from windows and to
take precautions to avoid flying debris or bullets. Many spent Friday night in
basements, underground parking garages and subway stations, and prepared to do
the same on Saturday.
The United States and other NATO allies have sent weapons and other aid to Ukraine
and beefed up their troops on NATO’s eastern flank, but ruled out deploying troops to
fight Russia.
Instead, the U.S., the European Union and other countries have slapped wide-raging
sanctions on Russia, freezing the assets of Russian businesses and individuals
including Putin and his foreign minister.
Zelenskyy appealed for tougher sanctions, urging holdout countries in Europe to
agree to cut Russia out of the SWIFT international payments system.
A senior Russian official on Saturday shrugged off the sanctions as a reflection of
Western “political impotence.”
Dmitry Medvedev, the deputy head of Russia’s Security Council, warned that Moscow
could react to the sanctions by opting out of the last remaining nuclear arms pact,
freezing Western assets and cutting diplomatic ties with nations in the West.
“There is no particular need in maintaining diplomatic relations,” Medvedev said.
“We may look at each other in binoculars and gunsights.”
Diplomatic efforts to end the bloodshed appeared to have faltered. Zelenskyy offered
Friday to negotiate a key Russian demand: that Ukraine declare itself neutral and
abandon its ambition of joining NATO.
The Kremlin said it accepted Kyiv’s offer to hold talks, but it appeared to be an effort
to squeeze concessions out of the embattled Zelenskyy instead of a gesture toward a
diplomatic solution.
(Isachenkov reported from Moscow. LaPorta reported from Boca Raton, Florida.
Francesca Ebel, Josef Federman and Andrew Drake in Kyiv; Mstyslav Chernov and
Nic Dumitrache in Mariupol, Ukraine; Jill Lawless in London; Angela Charlton in
Paris; Geir Moulson and Frank Jordans in Berlin; Raf Casert and Lorne Cook in
Brussels; Vanessa Gera in Warsaw; Matt Sedensky in New York; Jennifer Peltz at the
United Nations; and Robert Burns, Matthew Lee, Aamer Madhani, Eric Tucker,
Nomaan Merchant, Ellen Knickmeyer, Zeke Miller, Chris Megerian and Darlene
Superville in Washington contributed to this report.)

Putin who? At CPAC, few Republicans mention Russian autocrat
Marc Caputo & Peter Nicholas - Politics News

Those who did bring up Russia largely blamed Biden for the invasion, a message that
could be complicated by praise for Putin from Trump and others.

Former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks during the Conservative Political
Action Conference (CPAC) in Orlando, Fla., on February 25, 2022.Joe Raedle /
Getty Images
ORLANDO, Fla. — The annual gathering of the Republican Party’s most
conservative members this week took place 9,000 miles from Kyiv, Ukraine, but for
some, the distance wasn’t enough.
Speaker after speaker at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) elided
or downplayed references to Russian President Vladimir Putin, whose invasion of
Ukraine days ago launched a war that drew widespread condemnation from the
international community for costing innocent lives with no justification.
As Moscow launched missiles at Ukraine, CPAC speakers were firing away at
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for his country’s public health restrictions.
The agenda had one breakout session devoted to China, but none on Russia, and
China was more frequently invoked as a bigger problem for the United States.
The Republicans who did bring up Russia used the opportunity to test-drive a
message that blamed President Joe Biden for the conflict, another potential line of
attack against Democrats who face an uphill battle in midterm contests to defend
their slim majorities in Congress. But that message could be complicated by former
President Donald Trump and his acolytes heaping compliments on Putin.

Florida Gov. DeSantis criticizes Biden and Fauci in CPAC speech
Former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in an interview last week called Putin “very
savvy, very shrewd” and “elegantly sophisticated.” He added: “I have enormous
respect for him.” On stage at CPAC, he test-drove a message blaming Biden for the
conflict.
“We’ve seen a Russian dictator now terrorize the Ukrainian people because America
didn’t demonstrate the resolve that we did for the four years prior,” Pompeo said
Friday during his speech.
Offstage, however, Pompeo was more reticent, refusing to comment when asked by
NBC News about his praise of Putin last week that Russian state TV featured.
Pompeo instead changed the subject to his longstanding commitment to fighting
communists. Neither Ukraine nor Russia is a communist nation.
When pressed, Pompeo still didn’t address the subject, and his security detail
physically pushed a reporter aside while another guard grabbed him and yanked him
away.
Some Republicans say showing any regard for Putin could boomerang on them and
shift the focus away from Biden.
Speaking to a conservative podcast this week, former President Donald Trump also
described Putin as “savvy” and called his move to recognize breakaway regions of
eastern Ukraine an act of “genius.”
The day before CPAC began, at a fundraising event in his Mar-a-Lago home
Wednesday, Trump told the audience that Putin was “taking over a country for $2
worth of sanctions.… I’d say that’s pretty smart.”
Sen. Lindsey Graham, who attended the event and said he spoke to Trump at
breakfast the following day, told NBC News that he urged Trump to be more cautious.

“Mr. President, this is unfolding in real time and there are more hot spots out there,”
Graham said he told Trump. “Let’s put the blame at the feet of the people causing the
problem. It’s Putin.”
Politically speaking, some Republicans said, a promising strategy for GOP
candidates would be to frame the war in Europe as part of a rolling series of debacles,
beginning with the Afghanistan troop withdrawal last summer, which Biden had been
unable to master.
“It just continues a narrative that the guy [Biden] is losing control here,” Graham
said. “The border is broken, Afghanistan was a debacle, and now the Ukraine. It
seems like on his watch all the bad guys are moving the wrong way and his policies
are not working.”
Caleb Heimlich, Washington state’s Republican chairman, agreed.
“There absolutely will be an impact on the election as people think about our
standing on the world stage and reflect on what happened with the Afghanistan
withdrawal last year, which was disastrous and maybe set the stage for this,” he said
in an interview.
In addition to blaming what they said was Biden’s dithering over sanctions — the U.S.
only began leveling harsh sanctions against Russia after the invasion rather than
during the months the Kremlin was amassing troops at Ukraine's border —
Republicans at CPAC zeroed in on energy policy.
They claimed Democrats’ policy efforts to combat climate change led to a reduction
in fossil fuel production in the United States that benefited Putin, who became richer
from higher energy prices and the oil and natural gas Russia produces.
One speaker criticized the idea of sending U.S. troops to Ukraine — something Biden
has repeatedly said is not on the table — a sign of non-interventionist doves in a GOP
that was once the party of hawks when it came to Russia.
And while those who spoke about Russia at CPAC condemned the invasion, they said
China was a bigger threat to U.S. interests.
“Let’s be clear, we’ve got two major Geo-strategic competitors: China is one and
Russia is number two in terms of rank-priority order,” Missouri Sen. Josh Hawley
told reporters Thursday at CPAC. During his speech, Hawley said he would
introduce legislation Monday to ramp up U.S. energy production.
Hawley told reporters that Biden “botched” the approach to Russia and faulted Putin
for the invasion. When asked about Trump’s remarks calling Putin “smart,” Hawley
said only, “Putin thinks he’s smart.”
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis briefly touched on foreign governments in his Thursday
speech by criticizing Covid lock-downs in Canada and Australia but avoided
references to the invasion of Ukraine.
And Sen. Ted Cruz earned a raucous response from the crowd Thursday when he
mentioned Canada’s Trudeau but didn’t mention Putin.

Sen. Marco Rubio on Friday spoke of the need to stand in solidarity with the people of
Ukraine. “No matter where you stand on this Ukraine-Russia situation — what we
should have done beforehand, what we should do now — the one thing I think
everyone can agree on is that the people of Ukraine are inspiring the world,” Rubio
said.
Voters aren’t typically moved by events overseas unless U.S. troops are directly
involved in the fighting. But the Ukraine crisis could prove an exception. For one, it
carries the potential to raise gas prices and sink the financial markets, jeopardizing
the life savings Americans have invested in 401(k) plans.
“This is different,” Neil Newhouse, a Republican pollster, told NBC News. “This
brings back memories of World War II. And the implications for the U.S. are
economic. People are going to feel the impact of this even if we’re not sending U.S.
troops there. So, it does have significant political implications for the U.S.”
Corey Lewandowski, a Republican campaign strategist and Trump confidant,
predicted that Republican Senate candidates can notch victories in competitive states
this year by making Ukraine the “determination issue.”
"These four incumbent Democrat senators now have to go and defend the Joe Biden
administration’s policies on Ukraine," Lewandowski said in an interview, referring to
Democratic senators running for re-election in Nevada, Arizona, New Hampshire and
Georgia.
At her daily briefing earlier this week, White House press secretary Jen Psaki
suggested that a partisan response to the Ukraine invasion deviates from a long
tradition of showing unity in the face of an unprovoked attack on a nation by a U.S.
foe.
“There is a long history … of standing up to the efforts of any country to seize the
territory of another country; standing up for efforts by the United States to rally
global support against inappropriate and illegal actions by another country,” Psaki
said.

A majority says Biden's first year was a failure, a new poll finds.
Domenico Montanaro - Politics

The latest NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist survey, which was conducted before Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, has stark numbers for President Biden. Drew Angerer/Getty
Images
Rising inflation, a continuing pandemic, a foreign policy misstep in Afghanistan and
Democratic infighting all marred President Biden's first year, and now a majority of
respondents to a new NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist poll say his first year was a
"failure."
In all, 56% said Biden's first year in office was a failure, versus just 39% who said it
was a success.
What's more, 54% said he's not fulfilling his campaign promises, and 52% said he has
done more to divide the country than unite it, despite uniting the country being a
pillar of Biden's 2020 presidential run.
The president is clinging to just a 39% overall approval rating, a 36% approval for
his handling of the economy and 47% for his handling of the coronavirus pandemic.
Just 30% of respondents said they think the U.S. is headed in the right direction, days
before Biden is set to give his first formal State of the Union address.
All are the worst marks of his presidency in the survey.
"These are sort of rock-bottom numbers," said Lee Miringoff, director of the Marist
Institute for Public Opinion, which conducted the poll. "It's about as low as you're
going to see him [Biden]."
Inflation rises as a top concern
Topping Americans' concerns in the survey is inflation, as 38% said they think it
should be Biden's top priority. That far outpaces other issues, including the pandemic
— which just 11% said they think should be his top priority — voting laws (11%),
foreign policy (10%) and violent crime (10%).

POLITICS
The economy is strong but voters aren't feeling it. That's a problem for Biden
The rise in foreign policy as an issue comes as the Ukraine crisis is front and center.
Again, here, it's bad news for Biden: Just 34% approve of how he's handling the
situation, while 50% disapprove. The poll was conducted before Russian President
Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine.
The pressing pocketbook concerns of Americans could spell more trouble for Biden if
the Ukraine crisis deepens and it means additional pain at the pump.
"I know this is hard and that Americans are already hurting," Biden said Thursday,
after Russia's invasion.
"I will do everything in my power to limit the pain the American people are feeling at
the gas pump. This is critical to me. But this aggression cannot go unanswered. If it
did, the consequences for America would be much worse."
Optimism about the end of the pandemic
Seven in 10 respondents said they feel generally optimistic that the end of the
pandemic is nearing. And while that optimism is potentially good news for Biden and
the country, the president likely won't benefit politically until inflation and prices
come down.
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The politics of getting to the next phase of the coronavirus pandemic
Americans are split on Biden's handling of the pandemic, which had been a strength
of Biden's through the first half-year of his presidency.
There is a significant gender gap — 53% of women approve of Biden's handling of it,
while 56% of men disapprove.
Biden's independents problem and an intensity gap
Biden is having real problems with three key groups — independents, suburban voters
and a lack of intensity of support among his base.
1. Just 29% of independents now approve of the job the president is doing. In fact,
the percentage of them who disapprove is more than double (64%) the percentage
who approve.
That is particularly alarming for Biden, considering he won independents in the 2020
presidential election, and it continues a long trend of the crucial swing group sliding
away from Biden in the past six months or so.
2. Just 38% of respondents who live in the suburbs approve of the job he's doing,
down 11 points from December. Critically, especially ahead of the 2022 midterms, he
has seen a double-digit decline with suburban women in just the past two months,
from 57% to 45%.
3.
4. Compounding his problems, there is strong intensity of disapproval against Biden
— about as high as the share who strongly disapproved of then-President Donald
Trump. But unlike Trump, Biden is lacking in intensity of support.
5.
In this survey, just 14% strongly approve of the job Biden is doing, worse than at any
time for Trump during his presidency.

Biden has a chance to gain back standing among these voters if they're presented with
an opposing choice in a potential reelection, Miringoff said, considering the president
has seen slippage with groups that helped make up the coalition that elected him to
office in the first place.
But one thing has become clear, Miringoff added: Biden's efforts to try to win over
Republicans has been a strategic failure.
"The Republicans are not for the getting," he said.
Americans supportive of Supreme Court intention
One positive finding for the Biden administration in the survey is that 61% said they
approve of Biden saying he will appoint a Black woman to the Supreme Court. That
includes 30% of Republicans.
The White House said Friday that Biden will nominate Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson
to be on the court.

