
The latest News Around Us in Feb #10

How much oil does the US import from Russia?
Will Gittins - AS USA

VASILY FEDOSENKO (REUTERS)

Russian troops have now been stationed in huge numbers on the Ukrainian border for
weeks and Western powers are putting pressure on President Vladimir Putin to
order a withdrawal. Their course of action could see Russia hit with major economic
sanctions designed to hurt Russian industry.

Russia uses its vast natural supplies of crude oil as a major export market and one
which has grown in recent years. In spring 2021 imports of Russian oil to the United
States in their highest level in a decade, become the second-largest exporter of oil to
the US later that year.

Across 2021 the US imported between 12 million as 26 million barrels of crude oil
and petroleum from Russia every month. In November 2021, the most recent
figures on record, the Energy Information Agency reports that the US took 17.8
million barrels.

US becomes increasingly reliant on Russian oil imports
The pandemic has brought about a global supply chain disaster with almost all
sectors reporting supply shortages. This has had an impact on all industries and the
price of oil has soared as a result.

On Friday, when National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan announced that Russia
could invade Ukraine “at any moment,” oil prices rose by more than 2%. This took
the price to the highest in seven years and pushed it closer to the $100 per barrel
figure that has not been seen since 2014.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-08-04/russia-captures-no-2-rank-among-foreign-oil-suppliers-to-u-s
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/why-is-the-u-s-still-importing-so-much-russian-oil-and-petroleum-products/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/why-is-the-u-s-still-importing-so-much-russian-oil-and-petroleum-products/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2022/02/11/press-briefing-by-press-secretary-jen-psaki-and-national-security-advisor-jake-sullivan-february-11-2022/


On that occasion, the price rise was fuelled by Russia’s annexation of the Ukrainian
territory of Crimea. The uncertainty and threat of Western sanctions drove up the
price back in 2014 and similar conditions have arisen from the ongoing dispute on the
Ukrainian border.

"The market remains hyper-sensitive to the developments over the Russian/Ukraine
situation," said John Kilduff, partner at investment advisors Again Capital. "This is
now intensifying to a terrific degree. Right now, it's buy now, ask later."

Hopes of peaceful solution calm oil markets
Despite the understandable concern and uncertainty in the markets, prices of crude
oil steadied on Tuesday following claims from Russia authorities that it was
withdrawing some troops from the border.

West Texas Intermediate (WTI) and Brent crude oil both closed Tuesday more than
three points down, suggesting that investors believe that the threat of serious
disruption in the region may have been overstated.
However the volatile nature of the global economy as it recovers from the pandemic
means that the price of oil could hit new heights in the coming weeks, even if the
situation in Ukraine is clamed.

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/02/16/oil-markets-russia-ukraine-tensions-global-supplies-fuel-demand.html


Video address: https://twitter.com/i/status/1493466698787487745

Jonathan Barratt, chief investment officer at Probis Group, explained: “Technically
we could see prices heading back to $90 a barrel on profit-taking, but they will trend
higher towards $100 as the economy is getting back on track and more demand is
coming through in a tight market.”

Toyota and Yamaha are developing a hydrogen-fueled V8 engine
Anmar Frangoul - CNBC

Yamaha Motor says the 5.0-liter V8 engine will be developed for automobiles and
based on the one used by the Lexus RC F coupe.

Yamaha Motor President Yoshihiro Hidaka says the firm has "a strong passion for
and level of commitment to the internal combustion engine."

While there is excitement about the potential of hydrogen's use in cars, high-profile
figures within the industry such as Elon Musk have taken a different view.

https://twitter.com/i/status/1493466698787487745


CNBCA Yamaha Motor Co., V8 hydrogen engine displayed in Japan, on Saturday,
Nov. 13, 2021.

Toyota has commissioned Yamaha Motor to develop a hydrogen-fueled engine, with
the president of the latter stating that his company was committed to the internal
combustion engine.

In an announcement toward the end of last week, Yamaha said the 5.0-liter V8 engine
would be developed for automobiles and based on the one used by the Lexus RC F
coupe, with alterations made to its cylinder heads and injectors, among other things.

According to Yamaha, the unit is able to deliver as much as 450 horsepower at 6,800
revolutions per minute. The company said it had been working on a hydrogen engine
for automobiles for roughly five years.

Yamaha Motor President Yoshihiro Hidaka said that while his company was aiming
to achieve carbon neutrality by the year 2050 it also had "a strong passion for and
level of commitment to the internal combustion engine."

"Hydrogen engines house the potential to be carbon-neutral while keeping our
passion for the internal combustion engine alive at the same time," Hidaka went on to
say.

Last week's statement builds on one from Nov. 2021 when Yamaha Motor, Kawasaki
Heavy Industries, Toyota, Subaru and Mazda released details of what they described
as a "challenge to expand fuel options for using internal combustion engines."

It was at this announcement that the V8 engine developed for Toyota was shown to
the public.

The notion of powering an internal combustion engine with hydrogen is not a new one.
Toyota has already developed a GR Yaris which has a 1.6-liter ICE and uses
hydrogen as its fuel.



According to the company, the GR Yaris uses the same power-train as a
hydrogen-powered Corolla Sport. The firm has labeled both of these vehicles as
"experimental."

Firms such as BMW have also produced vehicles such as the BMW Hydrogen 7.
According to the German automaker, the Hydrogen 7 used an internal combustion
engine and was able to run on gasoline or liquid hydrogen. Production of the vehicle
began in 2006 and a limited run was made.

Using hydrogen to power an internal combustion engine is different to hydrogen fuel
cell technology, where gas from a tank mixes with oxygen, producing electricity. As
the U.S. Department of Energy's Alternative Fuels Data Center notes, fuel cell
vehicles emit "only water vapor and warm air."

By contrast, hydrogen ICEs do produce emissions. "Hydrogen engines release near
zero, trace amounts of CO2 … but can produce nitrogen oxides, or NOx," Cummins,
the engine maker, says.

Hydrogen ICEs are also "less efficient" compared to fuel cell electric vehicles,
according to the Alternative Fuels Data Center.

While there is excitement about the potential of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles and
companies such as Hyundai, BMW and Toyota have all developed cars based on the
technology, others within the industry have taken a different view.

In June 2020, Tesla CEO Elon Musk tweeted "fuel cells = fool sells," adding in July
of that year: "hydrogen fool sells make no sense."

In February 2021, the CEO of Germany's Volkswagen Group also weighed in on the
subject. "It's time for politicians to accept science," Herbert Diess tweeted.

"Green hydrogen is needed for steel, chemical, aero … and should not end up in cars.
Far too expensive, inefficient, slow and difficult to roll-out and transport. After all: no
#hydrogen cars in sight."

Famous firms pulling out of the People's Republic
lovemoney staff

As the US-China trade war and dispute over Taiwan rumbles on and relations
between other liberal democracies and Beijing deteriorate due to everything from
intellectual property (IP) theft to human rights violations in Xinjiang and the eroding
away of Hong Kong's autonomy, many globally-renowned companies are deserting
China.

In fact, research firm Gartner revealed that a third of supply chain leaders had plans
to move at least some of their manufacturing out of China before 2023.

https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1270991790401699841?s=20
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1286962167481335810?s=20
https://twitter.com/Herbert_Diess/status/1359775142445015042?s=20


Coronavirus-related sales slumps and supply chain disruption, as well as rising
production costs, have also hastened the exodus. Read on to discover which
world-famous firms are partially or completely pulling out of the People's Republic.

Hasbro
American firm Hasbro moved a significant proportion of its production out of China
to factories in Vietnam and India. Amid the ongoing US-China trade war, the world's
number one publicly-listed toy-maker expected to produce around half of goods
destined for the American market in China by the end of 2020, down from just under
two-thirds in 2019.

Despite lower levels of production in China, importing goods is causing havoc for
Hasbro as the company is one of many suffering from the global shipping container
shortage that is preventing goods from being transported from China to the US.

Stanley Black & Decker
With the US-China trade war showing no sign of abating, Stanley Black & Decker is
also on the move.

The industrial tools and household hardware maker permanently closed its factory in
Shenzhen in November 2021 after 25 years of operation.

Growing competition and rising labor and land costs were cited as reasons for the
closure.

Stanley Black & Decker had planned to open its brand new 425,000-square-foot, $90
million factory in Fort Worth, Texas by the end of 2020, although it was delayed until
2021.



Dell
As relations between the US and China worsened and the trade conflict intensified,
Dell quietly moved production and supply chains away from the People's Republic.

In fact, the Nikkei Asian Review reported in 2019 that the Texas-headquartered tech
company was planning to shift up to 30% of its notebook production out of China.

HP
That same Nikkei Asian Review report cited anonymous sources stating that Dell
competitor HP was also planning to relocate 30% of its notebook production away
from China. The reasoning behind both moves was to avoid the punishing US tariffs
on tech products produced in the People's Republic for the US market.



Microsoft
After moving production of its Surface line of notebooks and desktop PCs from the US
to China in 2017, reports also suggested Microsoft was planning to move production
to north Vietnam during 2020. The US tech titan has been tight-lipped about the news,
but the move is thought to have been fast-tracked because of COVID-19.

Nike
Nike's suppliers have been relocating production facilities to southeast Asia and
Africa for some time now, and the company reviewed its supply chains in Xinjiang too
following stories of the mistreatment of Muslim Uyghurs in the region.

Swaths of Chinese people then boycotted international brands such as Nike who chose
to speak out against what was happening in Xinjiang. Sales were down by 59% in
April 2021 compared to the previous year as shoppers turned to domestic companies
instead, according to Morningstar Inc.



LinkedIn
Now owned by Microsoft, the careers networking site has closed its Chinese site.
LinkedIn senior vice-president Mohak Shroff wrote: "We're facing a significantly
more challenging operating environment and greater compliance requirements in
China." LinkedIn had been criticized for blocking the profiles of some journalists. It
launched a jobs-only version of the site, called InCareer, in December.

Yahoo!
The American internet giant closed its services in China at the beginning of
November 2021, saying it was also in response to greater regulatory scrutiny and the
introduction of new data protection laws. It had been scaling back operations in the
country anyway, and its website had already been blocked.



Google/Alphabet
Google is more or less blocked in China, but the search engine's parent company
Alphabet still produces hardware products in the country, although perhaps not for
much longer.

As supply chains have become disrupted, the tech behemoth has moved manufacturing
of its flagship Pixel smartphone to Vietnam and will reportedly produce various smart
home products in Thailand rather than the People's Republic, while production of its
Cloud motherboards and Nest products has relocated to Taiwan and Malaysia.

Shifting production away from China has been a longer process than hoped though
because of outbreaks of COVID-19 in countries such as Vietnam.

GoPro



Even before COVID-19 disrupted supply chains and the US-China trade war turned
even uglier, American action camera company GoPro had relocated much of its
US-bound manufacturing away from China to Mexico, a move that was announced
back in December 2018.

Under Armour
In light of the US-China trade War, American sportswear and casual apparel
company Under Armour has mapped out a plan to reduce its reliance on
manufacturing in China in favor of countries such as Vietnam, Jordan, the
Philippines and Indonesia. The company is aiming to source just 7% of its products
from China by 2023, down from 18% in 2018.

Intel
Though Intel remains confident in the Chinese economy and is strongly committed to
operating in the country, the Silicon Valley-based semiconductor chipmaker has



followed many US companies by shifting the manufacturing and assembly of some of
its wares from the People's Republic to Vietnam.

Intel’s former CEO Bob Swan also wrote to then-President-Elect Joe Biden in
November 2020, outlining the necessity of a “national manufacturing strategy” to
“ensure American companies compete on a level playing field” in response to the
likely scenario of China dominating the semiconductor chip production industry in
the next decade.

The company’s new CEO Pat Gelsinger reinforced this message last March when he
announced a $20 billion plan to build two new chip manufacturing facilities in
Arizona and two new plants in Ohio have also been announced since.

Intel also announced in September that it would be investing up to $95 billion in
producing chips in Europe as the company seeks to add production capacity during
the global semiconductor shortage. However, Bloomberg has recently claimed
that Intel was discouraged from increasing chip production in China by the US
government due to alleged security concerns.

Steve Madden
Steve Madden shoes and handbags will no longer be produced in China. The New
York-based fashion company was hit by Trump administration-imposed tariffs and
plans to gradually move production of its footwear and accessories to Cambodia,
Brazil, Mexico and Vietnam in order to keep costs for its US customers on an even
keel. After suspending the process because of the pandemic, Steve Madden had
scheduled to start shifting production away from China in 2021.



The New York Times
The New York Times decided to move part of its Hong Kong office to Seoul, South
Korea, in response to Beijing's controversial security law which came into effect in
June 2020. The law curtails freedom of speech in the Special Administrative Region.
According to the US news outlet, the law "unsettled news organisations and created
uncertainty about [Hong Kong's] prospects as a hub for journalism".

Old Navy/Gap
Companies are not only relocating their manufacturing operations away from China,
but many foreign retailers have decided to bow out of the country altogether. They
include Gap sub-brand Old Navy, which shuttered all of its 10 stores and concessions
in China in March 2020, planning to focus its attention on the North American market
instead.



Zoom
US teleconferencing platform Zoom has skyrocketed in popularity during the
COVID-19 pandemic, but while the firm behind the app is going from strength to
strength, opening new data and R&D centers in India and the US, it announced it was
stopping direct sales to customers in mainland China in August 2020. Its video
conferencing services are still available via third-party partners.

Samsung Electronics
American companies aren't the only ones beating a retreat from China. South Korea's
Samsung Electronics shut its remaining smartphone factory in the country in 2019,
reportedly turning the city in which it was based into a ghost town. Further closures
were announced in 2020, with Samsung ceasing production at its last PC plant in
China in August, instead moving operations to Vietnam, and the company also
shuttered its only TV factory in the country in November 2020.



LG Electronics
Fellow South Korean firm LG Electronics has followed in the footsteps of Samsung
and relocated the manufacturing of some of its products from China. In an effort to
avert hefty US tariffs, the company shifted all production of refrigerators bound for
the American market from China's Zhejiang province to South Korea.

Adidas
Almost a quarter of German companies operating in China were planning to relocate
production from the country in 2019, according to a report by the German Chamber
of Commerce in China. For example, Adidas has halved its Chinese manufacturing
since 2010, with much of the production moving to Vietnam, and pledged in July 2020
to cut all ties with suppliers implicated in a report that uncovered forced labor being
used in some factories. Like Apple, Adidas also felt the impacts of Vietnam’s rising
COVID-19 infection rate, which has stalled production since mid-July 2021 and is
expected to cause losses of up to $600 million during the latter half of 2021. Adidas



also saw its sales plummet on Chinese ecommerce giant Alibaba after the company
took a stand against the treatment of Uyghurs in the Xinjiang region. In April
2021 sales dropped 78% compared to the same period in 2020, according to
Morningstar.

Puma
Adidas' German arch-rival Puma is shifting production away from China as well. The
company, which makes more than a quarter of its products in the People's Republic,
is keen to diversify its manufacturing base and supply chains, not to mention avoid US
tariffs by producing more of its running shoes, sportswear and other products in
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia and Vietnam. The brand also faced online attacks
in March 2021 following statements it made about the treatment of Uyghur Muslims
in China, which prompted uncertainty about the company’s future sales in the country.
Sales did slow after a strong first quarter, and Puma CEO Bjorn Gulden said: “There
is less activity in the Western brand stores [in China] than there would have been if
tension wasn’t there”.



Sharp
In a bid to reduce the country's reliance on China, the Japanese government set aside
243.5 billion yen ($2.2bn) in April 2020 in order to incentivize domestic companies to
pivot production away from the People's Republic and into Japan and southeast Asia.
Among the 87 firms that benefited from state subsidies is world-renowned consumer
electronics company Sharp, which is majority-owned by Taiwan's Foxconn.

Kia Motors
Joining other South Korean companies such as Samsung and LG that are turning
their backs on China, automaker Kia Motors shut one of its key plants in the country
in 2019. The Seoul-based company has put the closure down to slumping sales in the
People's Republic as a result of a boycott in 2017 of South Korean companies, which
was precipitated by the South Korean military's deployment of a US-made missile
defense system.



Hyundai Motor Group
Unsurprisingly Kia’s parent company, Hyundai Motor Group, has also taken steps to
shift manufacturing away from China. With sales in the country flagging following the
2017 boycott of South Korean businesses, the company closed its Beijing plant in
May 2019. The company posted operating losses of 1.152 trillion won ($1bn) in
China for 2020, which was its worst performance since Hyundai Motor Group was
first established in the People’s Republic in 2002. While production in China has
dropped, the firm is boosting manufacturing of its vehicles in India.

Hyundai Mobis
Likewise, Hyundai Mobis, which supplies parts for Hyundai Motor Group and Kia,
has followed their lead by closing its plant in Beijing. Having cut production in China,
the company has ramped up investment in South Korea, where it is set to build a third
electric vehicle components factory in the city of Pyeongtaek. The facility was
scheduled to be up and running by the latter half of 2021 and is in addition to similar
plants in the cities of Chungju and Ulsan.



Sony
Sony closed its smartphone plant in Beijing in 2019 and moved production to a
factory near Bangkok, Thailand. However, the Japanese tech company was at pains
to stress that the move was prompted by disappointing sales and rising costs in China
rather than the US-China trade conflict. Sony also opted to move its regional
executives from Hong Kong to Singapore in July 2020.

Nintendo
In 2019, Nintendo moved some production of its Switch console from China to
Vietnam but, like Sony, the Japanese video games company said the move has nothing
to do with the US-China trade war and was more about diversifying its manufacturing
options and avoiding putting all its eggs in one basket.

Superdry



British fashion retailer Superdry, which is known the world over for its coats, T-shirts
and other clothing that fuse classic Americana with Japanese-inspired graphics, is
also bowing out of the mainland Chinese market following a strategic review. Amid
lackluster sales, the firm decided to close 25 company-owned stores and 41 franchise
locations.

Space NK
Space NK has also struggled in China. Founded in London's Covent Garden in 1993,
the luxury beauty retailer entered the Chinese market in 2018 but decided to exit the
country in 2020.

Naver
South Korean web services firm Naver, which owns a majority of Line, Japan's
answer to WhatsApp, was the first major foreign company to leave the Special



Administrative Region due to privacy concerns. The business planned to relocate its
data back-up center to Singapore.

Quanta Computer
Taiwan's Quanta Computer is the world's third biggest electronics manufacturing
services company and a major supplier of data center servers to US tech firms such
as Google and Facebook.

The company opted to pivot production away from China and moved some of its
manufacturing from the country to a new $500 million plant in the Taiwanese
municipality of Taoyuan in 2019.

UAE invests in drones, robots as unmanned warfare takes off
AFP



The United Arab Emirates is ploughing money into drones, robots and other
unmanned weaponry as autonomous warfare becomes more and more widespread --
including in attacks on the Gulf country by Yemeni rebels.

Large, black drones with the orange logo of EDGE, the UAE's arms consortium, were
on display at this week's Unmanned Systems Exhibition (UMEX), along with
remote-controlled machine guns and other "smart" weapons.

Remote-control terminals are used to operate unmanned weapons

The exhibition comes at a time of growing unmanned attacks around the region,
including the January 17 drone-and-missile assault by Yemen rebels that killed three
oil workers in Abu Dhabi, the first in a series of similar incidents.



Armed robotic vehicles were also on display

"Autonomous systems are becoming ever more prevalent around the world," Miles
Chambers, EDGE's director of international business development, told AFP.

"We are really heavily investing in developing our autonomous capability... as well as
in electronic warfare and in our smart munitions. These are our three pillars."

EDGE, an Abu Dhabi-based defence consortium that groups 25 Emirati firms, was
formed three years ago but reached an estimated $4.8 billion in arms sales in 2020 --
nearly all of them to the UAE government.

The group was ranked 23rd among the 100 top arms-producing and military services
around the globe in 2020, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute.



STRINGERIMAGES AND SOUNDBITES Visitors tour Abu Dhabi's Unmanned
Systems Exhibition (UMEX) showcasing black drones with the orange logo of EDGE,
the UAE's arms consortium, along with remote-controlled machine guns and other

"smart" weapons, at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre.

The UAE is part of the Saudi-led coalition that has been fighting Yemen's Huthi rebels
since 2015. Although it withdrew ground troops in 2019, it remains a key player in
the grinding conflict.

EDGE's most lucrative deals have included maintenance of military jets, worth almost
$4 billion, as well as providing guided munitions at $880 million.

On Tuesday, it unveiled a vehicle-mounted remote-controlled assault rifle that can
swivel 360 degrees and has thermal imaging and a laser range finder accurate to 50
centimetres for targets more than two kilometres (1.2 miles) away.

EDGE drones were on display at the UMEX exhibition in Abu Dhabi
EDGE was looking at "expanding our international footprint" in 2022, said

Chambers.

- 'Step up' -
The use of drones and other unmanned weapons is increasingly common.
Last year the United States and Israel said an Iranian drone attacked a ship managed
by an Israeli billionaire as it sailed off Oman. Two crew were killed.

In November, Iraq's prime minister survived an attack by a bomb-laden drone, and
according to reports, Israel's 2020 assassination of a top Iranian nuclear scientist
was carried out using a remote-controlled machine-gun mounted on a pick-up truck.
Drones are also favoured by Yemen's Huthis.

In December, the coalition said the insurgents had fired more than 850 attack drones
and 400 ballistic missiles at Saudi Arabia in the past seven years, killing 59 civilians.



That compares with the 401 coalition air raids carried out in January alone over
Yemen, according to the Yemen Data Project, an independent tracker which reported
around 9,000 civilian deaths from the strikes since 2015.

Ahmed Al Mazrouei, owner of an Emirati company that mainly develops four-wheel
drive vehicles and personnel carriers, said the UAE defence industry was ready to
"step up" following the attacks on Abu Dhabi.

"The challenges are important because they push us to develop ourselves in order to
meet those challenges," he said.

"Our goal is to have more systems and more tech" in the next 10 years, Mazrouei
added. "This is an Emirati-made production... and we want to compete globally."

EDGE has signed multiple deals with foreign partners, including US firms Lockheed
Martin and Raytheon, and Brazil's Embraer, Khalid Al Breiki, who heads one of
EDGE's five clusters, told AFP at last year's Dubai Airshow.
The establishment of diplomatic relations with Israel in 2020 has also opened up new
opportunities.

The fifth edition of UMEX is the first to include Israel, one of seven newcomers
among the 26 countries taking part.

On Monday, the UAE defence ministry signed three deals with domestic and
international companies with a total value of more than 654.6 million dirhams
($178.2 million), including a 10 million dirhams sale of drone systems to UAE-based
International Golden Group.

Biden Thinks He's FDR. America Thinks He's a Failure
Opinion by Monica Crowley - Newsweek

ALex Wong/Getty Images



When historians gathered at the White House shortly after President Biden's
inauguration, they discussed what makes a presidency consequential. Biden
reportedly told one historian in attendance, "I'm no FDR, but..."

On this, Biden is right: He is no Franklin Delano Roosevelt, nor is he any of the other
presidents to whom he has delusional hopes of being compared to, such as Lyndon
Johnson or Abraham Lincoln. After just one year of complete Democrat rule, there is
no denying that the average American is far worse off under the Biden administration.

Biden's desire for a consequential presidency has meant disastrous consequences for
American families. The economic harm from his policies has been particularly
devastating.

For too many American families, rising costs for gas and groceries have shrunk
household budgets. Consumer prices reached a 40-year high in January, while
workers' wages failed to keep up.

A University of Pennsylvania Wharton School analysis found Americans paid $3,500
more in 2021 as a result of runaway inflation, and currently, Americans are shelling
out an estimated additional $276 per month for basic goods and services.

Skyrocketing inflation hurts the middle and working classes the most, as they are least
able to withstand rising prices.

What Will Biden Address At The State Of The Union? Here’s What To Expect
Consequently, Biden's economic ratings are now worse than President Jimmy
Carter's. How's that for a historical comparison?

While Biden's destructive policies drive inflation and higher prices, his corrosive
political agenda is costing many Americans their jobs. The Democrats' vaccine
mandates have forced small businesses to fire employees while making many first
responders and front-line workers choose between their medical freedom and
providing for their families.

Biden's attempted federal vaccine mandate put nearly 45 million jobs at risk and
many small businesses in a position of losing employees at a time when so many are
struggling to find workers.

Fortunately, the Republican National Committee, Republican Attorneys General, and
small businesses across the country won a challenge to the Biden administration's
job-killing mandate at the Supreme Court.

But defeats in court won't stop the Democrats' relentless quest for control. While
children as young as 2-years-old are forced to wear masks in school, Democrats and
leftist elites have hypocritically ditched their masks.

Democrats cannot point to any science to continue forced masking of children in
school, but in Democrat-run states across the country—with the backing of
Biden—children are still forced to wear them.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.cnbc.com/2022/02/10/january-2022-cpi-inflation-rises-7point5percent-over-the-past-year-even-more-than-expected.html&data=04|01|LSchroeder@gop.com|51f48bc896b743a3fba808d9f2452f72|4a082c81950a410d9618462a9c74d6ae|1|1|637807201231977702|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=hyPrt2PYTekVHmr1eR5o2x8t49yTaIaTnogeMpgWw1k=&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.cnbc.com/2022/02/10/inflation-eroded-pay-by-1point7percent-over-the-past-year.html&data=04|01|LSchroeder@gop.com|51f48bc896b743a3fba808d9f2452f72|4a082c81950a410d9618462a9c74d6ae|1|1|637807201231977702|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=lQpJzA8y3RhKbnBzMNhm7tvAnImGKRbCtML1F/Q86Is=&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/inflation-cost-households-higher-prices-penn-wharton&data=04|01|LSchroeder@gop.com|51f48bc896b743a3fba808d9f2452f72|4a082c81950a410d9618462a9c74d6ae|1|1|637807201231977702|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=yjva3uZfMqbVBYX0wht+ZZT75gQr19lgK30+RVzUhF8=&reserved=0
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/jimmy-carter
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/jimmy-carter
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/democrats
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/vaccine-mandates&data=04|01|LSchroeder@gop.com|51f48bc896b743a3fba808d9f2452f72|4a082c81950a410d9618462a9c74d6ae|1|1|637807201231977702|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|3000&sdata=jxbBsmoQf/x66mGvy0L5f2gMAOVbQgwbg1dCslDCVYU=&reserved=0
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/supreme-court


The endless mandates, continued lockdowns, and failure to shut down the virus will
be a key and sorry part of Biden's dismal legacy.

Biden is also making history by setting records for the number of illegal immigrants
apprehended at the southern border. During his first year in office, nearly 2 million
illegal immigrants were apprehended trying to enter the United States with hundreds
of thousands more known to have escaped.

This increase in illegal border crossings into the United States is no accident, and it's
not seasonal. Those entering our country illegally openly admit that Biden's policies
gave them the green light to make the dangerous journey to the United States.

Biden refuses to go to the southern border, and his designated "border czar," Vice
President Kamala Harris, made one hit-and-run visit to a location nowhere near the
epicenter of the crisis.

The consequences of Democrat control in Washington have been costly. American
families have experienced record-shattering inflation, a labor crunch and supply
chain crisis, a historic implosion at the border, rising crime, emboldened enemies
abroad, and continued mismanagement of COVID, including the forced masking of
children.

A new CNN poll found that six out of 10 voters disapprove of the job Biden is doing,
and when asked "What has Biden done that you approve of?" a whopping 56 percent
of those who disapproved said "nothing."

The political consequences of Biden's catastrophic failures will be felt in November,
as Republicans have a providential opportunity to take back the House
and Senate and establish much-needed checks on the Democrats' agenda. While
cataclysmic left-wing policies flow from the nation's capital, Americans in red states
are seeing opportunity, jobs, and a return to normalcy.

16 of the top 20 states for jobs recovered since the beginning of the pandemic are
states with Republican governors. Additionally, 16 of the top 20 for the lowest
unemployment are states with Republican leadership. Pro-growth, common-sense
policies work—and they're making a meaningful difference in the lives of many
Americans.

There are real human costs to Biden's disastrous agenda, but the ultimate cost to
Biden will be voters throwing Democrats out of office in 2022. And that looks
increasingly like something even Biden's woefully misguided vision of himself as a
great leader won't be able to stop.

Four maps that explain the Russia-Ukraine conflict
Laris Karklis & Ruby Mellen - The Washington Post
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A Ukrainian soldier walks along the “contact” line between national forces and
Russian-backed separatists in Mariupol, in Ukraine's Donetsk region, on Jan. 20.

(Andriy Dubchak/AP)

Pressure along the Russia-Ukraine border continues to build: Russia sent troops into
rebel-held areas of eastern Ukraine after recognizing two self-proclaimed republics
there, European leaders said Tuesday. Western officials grappled with whether it
constituted an invasion as they geared up to announce fresh sanctions.

Widespread shelling in eastern Ukraine heightened fears in Kyiv and Western
capitals last week that a Russian attack could be imminent. Separatists in Donetsk
and Luhansk, backed by Russia, have been fighting Ukrainian government forces
since 2014, when Russia annexed Crimea and supported the establishment of a
separatist enclave in eastern Ukraine.

The tension playing out between Russia and Ukraine is one involving land borders
and strategic influence. Moscow sees Ukraine as an important buffer to NATO.
Ukraine sees Russia as an aggressor that has already occupied parts of Ukrainian
territory.

Here are four maps that help explain the deep roots of the conflict and where things
stand right now.

The historical links date as far back as the 9th century, when a group of people called
the Rus moved their capital to Kyiv — a legacy Russian President Vladimir Putin has
often invoked when arguing that Ukraine is bound to Russia.

Ukraine was part of the Soviet Union until it declared independence in August 1991.
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Ukraine served as a strategic part of the Soviet Union, with a large agriculture
industry and important ports on the Black Sea.

The countries’ historical connection is rhetorically present in the current tensions. “I
am confident that true sovereignty of Ukraine is possible only in partnership with
Russia,” Putin wrote in July. “Together we have always been and will be many times
stronger and more successful. For we are one people.”

Why does Putin care whether Ukraine joins NATO?

NATO was founded in 1949 to protect against Soviet aggression. The alliance has
since expanded to 30 countries, including the former Soviet republics of Lithuania,
Estonia and Latvia. The treaty states that if one nation is invaded or attacked by a
third party, all nations in NATO will collectively mobilize in its defense.
The Kremlin is demanding guarantees from NATO that Ukraine and Georgia —
another former Soviet republic that Russia briefly invaded in 2008 — will not join the
alliance. The Biden administration and NATO allies say Putin cannot deny Ukraine
that right, but nothing is in the works to grant the country membership anytime soon.
Either country’s admission into the alliance would increase NATO’s footprint along
Russia’s borders.

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/russia-demands-security-guarantees-but-what-putin-really-wants-is-ukraine/
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What parts of Ukraine does Russia currently control?

In 2014, Russian military forces annexed Crimea on the Black Sea. Moscow-backed
separatists also took control of the eastern industrial regions of Donetsk and Luhansk,
which are on Russia’s border. The ongoing conflict in eastern Ukraine has claimed
about 14,000 lives.
The human toll of the Russia-Ukraine conflict since 2014

According to a 2001 census, more than 50 percent of the population in Crimea and
Donetsk identified Russian as their native language. (Ukraine has not conducted a
more recent census.) Putin says he is defending the rights of Russian speakers in
those areas.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2022/russia-ukraine-conflict-photos-2014/?itid=lk_interstitial_manual_29


Conflict heated up last week in the Donbas region, which includes Donetsk and
Luhansk. An observer mission from the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe counted nearly 600 cease-fire violations on Thursday. Western officials
warned that Russia could use developments in the region as a pretext to invade.

On Monday, Russia formally recognized the two self-proclaimed republics and
announced it would send troops there. European officials confirmed Tuesday that
Russian forces had arrived in the separatist enclaves.

The Kremlin said Tuesday that its recognition of the separatist territories includes
areas controlled by the Kyiv government, paving the way for a further invasion of
Ukraine.

Are there Russian-linked separatist regions in other countries?

Yes. These “frozen conflicts”°have been around since after the Soviet Union fell in
1991. They exist in the former Soviet republics of Azerbaijan, Moldova and Georgia
and are widely seen as part of the Kremlin’s larger strategy to extend influence and
evade sanctions.

For example, a 2018 Washington Post investigation found that in
separatist-controlled eastern Ukraine, officials transfer money to the
Russian-supported breakaway region of South Ossetia in Georgia, where the funds
are then wired to Russia. Russia then uses the money to pay for goods that are
shipped directly to eastern Ukraine.

In Transnistria, pro-Russian separatists broke away from Moldova in 1991, saying
they identified more with Ukraine and Russia than with the newly formed Moldova
republic that was more linked to Romania.
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Nagorno-Karabakh, an ethnic Armenian enclave within the internationally
recognized borders of Azerbaijan, became a disputed region after the fall of the Soviet
Union and the independence of both countries.

In September 2020, thousands of troops were killed and entire villages were displaced
in a bloody conflict that lasted six weeks. The eventual peace deal was brokered by
Putin, showing how Russia has become a key power broker in a conflict that dates to
the Soviet era. Russian peacekeepers now patrol the enclave.

Abkhazia and South Ossetia have effectively broken away from Georgia with Russian
help, both declaring independence in the early 1990s and remaining strategically
linked to the Kremlin.

(Hannah Dormido and Claire Parker contributed to this report, which has been
updated.)

The 'beginning' of Russia's invasion of Ukraine is here: The Note
ABC News

The will he, won’t he question surrounding Russian President Vladimir Putin and
potential invasion of Ukraine is a thing of the past, according to President Joe Biden.
"This is the beginning of a Russian invasion of Ukraine," Biden said in sobering
remarks from the White House on Tuesday.

In his speech, Biden announced that additional troops would be sent to Eastern
Europe and that sanctions targeting Russian banks, sovereign debt and oligarchs with
connections to the Kremlin would go into effect.
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Markus Schreiber/APA man holds a poster in support of Ukraine as he attends a
demonstration near the Russian embassy to protest against the escalation of the
tension between Russia and Ukraine in Berlin, Feb. 22, 2022.

The announcement came as Germany halted certification of Nord Stream 2, a natural
gas pipeline between Germany and Russia. The European Union, the United Kingdom
and Canada have also issued sanctions in response to Russia’s actions.

"Who, in the Lord's name, does Putin think gives him the right to declare new
so-called countries on territory that belonged to his neighbors?" Biden said. "This is
a flagrant violation of international law and demands a firm response from the
international community."

In an indication that the door to diplomacy has slammed shut, at least for now,
Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced he would no longer meet with his
Russian counterpart, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. Blinken warned that even more
sanctions could be coming.

"Any further escalatory steps by Russia will be met with further swift and severe
measures, coordinated with allies and partners," Blinken told reporters.

One Biden administration official left open the possibility of sanctioning Putin himself
when asked by ABC News' Chief Washington Correspondent Jonathan Karl. The
official said "all options remain on the table."

What remains to be seen is if these sanctions will be effective in deterring further
Russian aggression.Amid evolving global tensions, President Joe Biden continues to
weigh a major domestic priority -- his nomination to the Supreme Court.

Earlier this month, the president said he was considering "about four" candidates to
replace retiring Justice Stephen Breyer, after publicly promising his pick would be a
Black woman.

Alex Brandon/AP President Joe Biden arrives to speak about Ukraine in the East
Room of the White House, on Feb. 22, 2022, in Washington, D.C.



As reported by ABC News' Devin Dwyer and Rachel Scott, a person familiar with the
process confirmed Biden has begun interviews with candidates on his short list for
potential nomination and has interviewed at least three women for the role.

A source closely involved with the selection and planned announcement of the
president's pick also said the process remains on track and is likely to come this week,
even as the president's schedule remains dominated by the situation unfolding
between Russia and Ukraine.

MORE: Biden nears Supreme Court pick after interviews with short-list candidates
So far, the White House has only publicly confirmed U.S. District Court Judge J.
Michelle Childs as being under formal consideration. Childs is endorsed by House
Majority Whip James Clyburn.

As previously reported by ABC News, Federal Appeals Court Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson and California Supreme Court Justice Leondra Kruger are also under
consideration, according to sources.

On Tuesday, White House press secretary Jen Psaki acknowledged that the timeline
set by the White House to make the announcement by the end of the month is coming
up, but she declined to reveal additional details. "The president has not made a
decision about who he's going to nominate," Psaki told reporters.

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds is being tapped to deliver the Republican response to
President Joe Biden’s State of the Union address next week, a position often awarded
to the party’s rising star.

"While Washington Democrats fail working Americans, Republican governors are
fighting and winning for families," Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell said in
the announcement statement. "Gov. Kim Reynolds’ brave, bold and successful
leadership for Iowans has put her right at the front of that pack."

Charlie Neibergall/AP, FILE Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds speaks during a news
conference at Iowa Spring Manufacturing, Oct. 20, 2021, in Adel, Iowa.
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The honor comes as Reynolds was thrust into the national spotlight during the
coronavirus pandemic for her opposition to mandates and for requiring schools to
reopen for in-person learning.

Reynolds, the first female governor of Iowa, received praise from Republican
leadership for her policies they say puts "freedom over lock downs." She also
received ovation from her party for banning schools from teaching "divisive topics"
such as systemic racism or sexism.

Reynolds’ policies signal the type of legislative priorities Republicans hope to run on
ahead of this year’s crucial midterm election.

Next week’s address will not only provide a national platform for Reynolds, who is up
for re-election this year, but it's also an opportunity for Republicans to highlight these
campaign promises as they fight to win back control of Congress.

NUMBER OF THE DAY, powered by FiveThirtyEight
That’s the percentage of white Democrats who said they felt optimistic about where
the United States is headed in a recent survey conducted by the American Enterprise
Institute’s Survey Center on American Life.

That is a much smaller share than Black Democrats (68%) or Hispanic Democrats
(62%) who said the same. Read more from FiveThirtyEight contributor Dan Cox on
why white liberals are pessimistic about politics.

Is Bosnia on the brink of civil war?
The Week Staff - The Week UK

Elvis Barukcic/AFP via Getty Images Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik Elvis
Barukcic/AFP via Getty Images

EU ministers meet to discuss action to prevent break-up of Balkan nation
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For four years after the breakup of Yugoslavia in the early 1990s, western powers
decided against intervention as ethnic conflict gripped Bosnia.

More than 100,000 people were killed during the 1992-95 war, which led to mass
murder on a scale not witnessed in Europe since the Second World War.

Now, a quarter of a century on from the peace deal that ended the war, those powers
are again being confronted by the potential for deadly sectarian fighting.

The latest
EU foreign ministers have staged a series of meetings to discuss preventive measures
aimed at avoiding a disastrous break-up of the Balkan state, it has emerged.

The talks have taken place amid rising nationalist sentiment in Bosnia, prompted by
the passing of a law outlawing denial of the 1995 massacre of 8,000 Muslims in
Srebrenica.

In mid-February, MPs in the Republika Srpska, a semi-autonomous Serb region,
voted in favour of forming their own body that will choose judges and prosecutors,
effectively pulling the semi-autonomous region out of Bosnia’s top judicial
institution.

Led by Milorad Dodik, the Serb member of the presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina
as part of a triumvirate power-sharing agreement, politicians in the Republika Srpska
have already passed a non-binding motion to withdraw the region from the country’s
multi-ethnic armed forces, judiciary and tax system.

The EU’s foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said on Monday there was a risk Bosnia
could “fall apart”, telling reporters: “Nationalist and separatist rhetoric is
increasing in Bosnia and Herzegovina and jeopardizing the stability and even the
integrity of the country.

“Ministers will have to take a decision on how to stop these dynamics in Bosnia and
Herzegovina”, he said, warning it was a “critical situation”.

Amid ongoing tensions on Ukraine’s eastern border, Austrian Foreign Minister
Alexander Schallenberg also warned that Bosnia and the Balkans must not become “a
playground for actors outside Europe”.

Irish Foreign Minister Simon Coveney said the EU is seeking to implement “a full
reform package” in advance of Bosnian elections in October “so that we can have
elections that then successfully result in the formation of a government that can
function”.

Uneasy truce
The Bosnian War was triggered when Bosnia and Herzegovina joined several
republics of the former Yugoslavia and declared independence. After three and a half
years of bloodshed, the conflict was ended by the General Framework Agreement for
Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

https://www.theweek.co.uk/news/world-news/russia/955845/how-russia-invasion-ukraine-could-play-out


By early 2008, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia had
convicted 45 Serbs, 12 Croats, and four Bosniaks of war crimes committed during the
war.

Many thousands of Bosniaks and Croats died in concentration camps run by Serb
forces at sites including Omarska and Trnopolje. But the Srebrenica massacre, in
which 8,000 Bosniak men and boys were murdered, was the most notorious act of
genocide.

Better known as the Dayton Accords, the peace deal saw the majority Muslim
Bosniaks and Serb separatists, who fought under the flag of the Republika Srpska,
agree to a single sovereign state.

But in what The Washington Post described as “a complex compromise”, this state
was divided into two parts: the largely Serb-populated Republika Srpska and mainly
Croat-Bosniak-populated Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The deal “reestablished Bosnia as a unified state and granted the right of return for
victims of ethnic cleansing”, a move that ran contrary to the “wishes of Serb and
Croat ultra-nationalists”, the paper continued.

But it also “adopted ethnic federal structures recognizing Republika Srpska as a
political entity with self-governing rights”, something Bosniaks opposed.

The uneasy peace has been maintained ever since. But a report by new UN High
Representative Christian Schmidt in November warned that threats by Dodik to “pull
out of state-level institutions”, including the multi-ethnic national army, “is
tantamount to secession without proclaiming it”.

The suggestion that Serbs could form their own military “endangers not only the
peace and stability of the country and the region, but – if unanswered by the
international community – could lead to the undoing of the [Dayton] agreement
itself”, Schmidt wrote in his first report since becoming Bosnian overseer.

A splintering of the military “into two or more armies” would mean “the level of
international military presence would require reassessment”, he added.

“A lack of response to the current situation would endanger the [Dayton Accord],
while instability in BiH would have wider regional implications.”

‘Shopping spree’
Schmidt’s report came shortly after Bosnian Serb police held what they described as
an “anti-terrorist” drill just outside the capital Sarajevo. The move was “seen by
many as another provocation by the Serb separatist leadership”, reported Al Jazeera.

The exercise took place on 22 October in a ski resort at Mount Jahorina, an “area
from where the Bosnian Serb military relentlessly shelled and sniped Sarajevo”
during the conflict three decades ago.
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The drill “involved armoured vehicles, helicopters, and special police force personnel
in camouflage uniforms and armed with assault rifles”, the broadcaster added, and
prompted the EU peacekeeping force that has remained in the country since the 1990s
to deploy “an aircraft to monitor the exercise”.

Former Republika Srpska president Dodik “is conducting a reckless but illuminating
political experiment”, said Balkan Insight.

The Serb ultra-nationalist appears to be “on a step-by-step campaign to unravel the
Bosnian state, dismantle its institutions, and to realize long-stated desires for the
secession of the Serb-led entity”, the news site added.

“At the current rate, he may yet declare the Republika Srpska formal independence in
due course.”

A “frequent genocide denier”, Dodik’s political ambition is “to secede from the
Bosnian state, having rid it of its Muslim population, and join with next-door
Belgrade to form a ‘Greater Serbia’”, according to Hamza Karcic, a professor in the
Faculty of Political Science at the University of Sarajevo.

In an opinion piece for Haaretz, Karcic wrote that as part of his bid to achieve this
goal, which informed the wartime Serb leaders as well”, Dodik is “establishing
closer links with Russia, and positioning himself as the supreme centre of political
gravity in Republika Srpska”.

He is in effect “attempting to force the failure of the Bosnian state”, the academic
added.

During the 1990s, ethnic Serbs forces in Bosnia were supported by both Russia and
the Serbian regime of Slobodan Milosovic. And as tensions rise again, concern is
mounting over a recent “shopping spree for weapons” by the Serbian
government, The Economist said.

Former Yugoslavian states are worried that Serbia’s army is “rising from the ashes”,
having “decayed” following multiple conflicts in the 1990s, the paper reported.

“If Serbia were merely modernizing its armed forces, no one would mind.” But given
Bosnia’s “political turmoil”, the spending has “set off alarms”.

‘Gordian knot’
Serb leaders in Bosnia are “playing with fire”, according to Der Spiegel. Dodik is
continually “stoking nationalist flames” through a series of moves that have put the
country on “a dangerous path in an explosive region”.

Bosnia “remains an ethnic patchwork” and “a complicated political construct”, said
the German magazine. So the ongoing threat to the Dayton Accords has prompted
fears over whether Europe is “prepared for a potential outbreak of violence”.

In The Times, former Conservative leader William Hague warned that the western
countries which took so long to decide in favour of intervention in the 1990s must
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“face down” the rising danger as “simmering ethnic tensions in Bosnia will plunge
Europe into crisis”.

“History has shown many times that we neglect the western Balkans at our peril,” he
said. “The collapse in Afghanistan indicates what happens when the West loses heart
and exhausts its attention span”.

“The same cannot be allowed to happen within the continent of Europe.”
The UN Security Council voted earlier this month to renew the mandates of the
remaining EU peacekeeping force and NATO's Sarajevo base, both of which Russia
had “threatened to block”, The Guardian reported.

But Bosnia has “long been Europe’s Gordian knot”, Der Spiegel said. The country
was the site where “an ethnic Serb once shot and killed the Austrian heir apparent,
sparking the spiral of violence that would become World War One”.

And now the region “will likely determine if lasting peace in the heart of Europe is
possible”.
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