The latest News Around Us in Aug_17
Top Biden aide Jake Sullivan says they still don't know how many Americans are in
Afghanistan
Cameron Cawthorne - Fox News
The Pentagon and State Department also don't know the precise number
President Biden's National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan on Sunday admitted that
the administration still does not know how many Americans are in Afghanistan.
CNN "State of the Union" host Brianna Keilar asked Sullivan if he could tell her how
many Americans and legal permanent residents are still waiting to be evacuated
in Afghanistan.
"We cannot give you a precise number," Sullivan said. "We believe it is several
thousand Americans who we are working with now to try to get safely out of the
country."
He then blamed Americans not registering or deregistering properly at the U.S.
Embassy in Kabul for why they do not know the exact number.
"The reason we can't give you a precise number is that we ask Americans, when they
come to Afghanistan, to register with the embassy. Many come and do that, but then
they leave and never deregister," Sullivan said.
"Many others come and don't register at all. That is their right. It was their right, of
course, to remain in Afghanistan as long as they wanted and it's our responsibility to
get them out."
Sullivan isn't the only Biden administration official who hasn't been able to answer
questions about the number of Americans in Afghanistan. Last
week, Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said, "I don't know" in response to the same
question and then was pressed again in a follow-up question asking how the Biden
administration doesn't know these numbers.
"I think as you probably know, first of all, the State Department would be a better
place to go for an estimate of how many Americans are in Afghanistan or in and
around Kabul. That is not a figure that the United States military would know, and I
think you also know not every American citizen in another country that there’s no
obligation that they register their presence. And that you can have a perfect accurate
count," Kirby said.
However, when State Department Spokesman Ned Price was asked later that day
about the number of Americans still waiting to be rescued in Afghanistan, he replied,
"We’re just not in a position to give a number right now."
"We’re more broadly, not in position to offer an aggregate figure, because we are
putting forward offers to individuals who may be interested in relocating," Price
added.

Despite not knowing how many Americans are still in Afghanistan, Biden on
Friday said, "Let me be clear, any American who wants to come home, we will get
you home."
"Make no mistake, this evacuation mission is dangerous and involves risks to our
armed forces. And it's being conducted under difficult circumstances. I cannot
promise what the final outcome will be, or what it will be that it will be without risk of
loss.," Biden continued.
"But as commander in chief, I can assure you that I will mobilize every resource
necessary."
(Fox News' Tyler Olson contributed to this report.)

Blinken admits al Qaeda not 'gone' from Afghanistan despite Biden's claim
'Are there al Qaeda members and remnants in Afghanistan? Yes,' secretary of state
acknowledged
Ronn Blitzer - Fox News

President Biden on Friday claimed that al Qaeda was "gone" from Afghanistan, but
in a "Fox News Sunday" interview Secretary of State Antony Blinken admitted that
this is not true.
During remarks delivered at the White House, the president had questioned what
interest the U.S. had in remaining in Afghanistan "with al Qaeda gone," despite a
United Nations report stating that the terrorist organization was present in 15 Afghan
provinces, and Gen. Mark Milley saying if the Taliban took over, he would need to
upgrade al Qaeda's terror threat.
Blinken offered a clarification of Biden's statement while acknowledging that on its
face it was not true.

"As we all know, we went to Afghanistan 20 years ago with one mission and one
purpose in mind: and that was to deal with the folks who attacked us on 9/11, to bring
bin Laden to justice, which we did a decade ago, and to diminish the capacity of al
Qaeda to do the same thing again, to attack us from Afghanistan and that, to the
president's point, has been successful," Blinken said.
Host Chris Wallace pressed the issue, asking him again if al Qaeda was gone from
Afghanistan. Blinken responded by saying that al Qaeda's ability to carry out another
9/11-style attack was "vastly, vastly diminished."
Asked a third time if al Qaeda was "gone," Blinken admitted that it was not.
"Are there al Qaeda members and remnants in Afghanistan? Yes," he said. "But what
the president was referring to was its capacity to do what it did on 9/11 and that
capacity has been very successfully diminished."
Wallace also questioned Biden's statement Friday that he has "heard no question of
our credibility from our allies around the world." Meanwhile, Armin Laschett,
potential successor to German Chancellor Angela Merkel, said what is happening is
"the biggest debacle that NATO has seen since its foundation," and British MP Tom
Tugendhat, chairman of the parliament's foreign affairs committee, called Biden
"shameful" for accusing Afghan forces of not wanting to fight for their country.
"Does the president not know what's going on?" Wallace asked.
"All I can tell you is what I've heard," Blinken said, claiming that he has heard
"across the board, deep appreciation and thanks from allies and partners for
everything that we've done to bring our allies and partners out of harm's way."
Blinken also faced criticism for his own performance. Specifically, Wallace mentioned
a memo sent to Blinken on July 13 from 23 staffers at the U.S. embassy in Afghanistan
stating that the Taliban's takeover was going faster than expected and requesting that
the evacuation of Afghan allies be sped up.
When asked why he did not move faster, Blinken pointed to the Trump administration.
"When it comes to the Special Immigrant Visa program … we inherited a program
that was in a dead stall," Blinken said.
"No interviews had been done when we came into office for visas for these folks going
back to March 2020."
Blinken did recognize that the lack of interviews was "largely" due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
The secretary then admitted that despite the memo the administration did not believe
the takeover would be so swift, "we believed that we could do this in a very expedited
way, more resources, more people out, but that we would have time to do it
effectively."

Tony Blair says Biden's Afghanistan 'abandonment' is 'tragic, dangerous,
unnecessary'
Blair slammed the decision to withdraw as political and not strategic
Brie Stimson - Fox News
Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair derided the U.S. "abandonment"
of Afghanistan as "tragic, dangerous, [and] unnecessary" on Saturday.
Blair, who sent British troops into the country alongside the U.S. in 2001 after
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, posited that enemies and allies alike will ask if the
West has "lost its strategic will" based on the swift takeover by the Taliban in the last
week.
"The world is now uncertain of where the West stands because it is so obvious that the
decision to withdraw from Afghanistan in this way was driven not by grand strategy
but by politics," he wrote in an essay published on the website of the Tony Blair
Institute for Global Change.

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair is seen in London, June 6, 2021. (Getty
Images)
He chided the decision to withdraw as an "obedience to an imbecilic political slogan
about ending ‘the forever wars.’" He acknowledged there were mistakes over the last
20 years but defended "real gains" in the country as well.
Blair said the chaos in Afghanistan will advance the efforts of jihadists and help
China, Russia and Iran and he urged "maximum pressure" on the Taliban, saying
while the West has lost much leverage it still retains some.

Taliban fighters are seen in Wazir Akbar Khan in Kabul, Afghanistan, Wednesday,
Aug. 18, 2021. (Associated Press)
Blair argued that the Taliban takeover boosted the global threat of "radical Islam."
"Intervention requires commitment. Not time limited by political timetables but by
obedience to goals," he wrote.
"The absence of across-the-aisle consensus and collaboration and the deep
politicization of foreign policy and security issues is visibly atrophying U.S. power."
Intervention, he said, "will require parts of the right in politics to understand that
isolation in an interconnected world is self-defeating, and parts of the left to accept
that intervention can sometimes be necessary to uphold our values."
Blair served as prime minister from 1997 until 2007.

Massive veterans group uses intel, satellite images to direct Afghan interpreters
around Taliban checkpoints
Ethan Barton - Fox News
Matt Zeller says 'digital Dunkirk' comprised of 'hundreds of thousands' of people
helping Afghan interpreters flee country
A network of "hundreds of thousands" of people, including analysts using satellite
imagery to locate Taliban checkpoints surrounding the Kabul airport, are
coordinating to evacuate Afghan interpreters from the country, an Afghanistan war
veteran and member of the coalition told Fox News.
These interpreters, now targeted by the Taliban, were essential U.S. allies during
the Afghanistan war and played roles much larger than simply acting as translators,
according to Matt Zeller. The Biden administration has faced fierce criticism that the
U.S. hasn’t made their evacuation more of a priority.

"These people that we’re talking about … they were our eyes and ears on the
battlefield," Zeller told Fox News. He said they’d hear Taliban communications
ordering fighters to shoot the interpreters first.
"From the Taliban’s perspective, they won," Zeller, a former CIA analyst, continued.
The Afghan interpreters "are the people who have been helping us to kill them over
the last 20 years."
"They want revenge, they want retribution," he said. "There’s no place for these
people in Afghanistan."
There’s estimated to be at least 20,000 Afghan interpreters and family members
trapped in Afghanistan.
Zeller described a "digital Dunkirk" campaign working to evacuate the Afghan
interpreters. He said "hundreds of thousands" of people joined the movement after
just a few weeks, but that it could grow into the millions by the time it’s over.
"If you served in the Afghan war and you still care about these people, chances are
you’re probably part of the digital Dunkirk," Zeller told Fox News.
He said it started as an "army of veterans" getting pinged by Afghans, but that the
network has grown to include organizations for human rights, faith and political
advocacy.
"It’s incredible," Zeller said. "It’s not just veterans. Literally it’s pastors, it’s my mom,
it’s my relatives, people who have never served in Afghanistan … widows, widowers,
children of people who served."
"We’ve had intel analysts who have come and started doing satellite imagery analysis
and actually putting together products for people where they’re mapping out Taliban
checkpoints in real time using social media data" to provide safe routes to the airport,
Zeller told Fox News.
The Taliban have said it would forgive any Afghans who helped the U.S. during the
war. But the extremist group has established checkpoints blocking the path to the
airport in Kabul, and numerous reports have indicated that they’re either recording
or killing anyone they find that allied against them.
Afghans with direct or familial connections to the U.S. troops "will be disappeared"
by the Taliban, the brother of one interpreter previously told Fox News.
"If you have an English document on you in that checkpoint, they take that
document," Zeller told Fox News. "And they make note that you’re now on their list."
Immediately after Zeller joined Fox News on a Zoom call, he asked to delay the
interview and began tapping on his phone. He apologized and said he was helping
someone "get away from the Taliban."

"I’m spending most of my nighttime texting with Afghans, telling them ‘no, this is the
gate you now got to try and get to. Oh, well here’s where this Taliban checkpoint is,
you gotta take this street to literally get around them,'" Zeller said.
But Afghans’ struggles continue even after they make it past the Taliban and into the
airport.
"If you get people who get there, they need to be prepared to wait up to nine, 10 hours,
in horrifically hot, humid conditions, with no water, no food no bathroom," Zeller told
Fox News. "Just the worst possible conditions you can think of."
"Because on top of that, the Taliban are shooting indiscriminately into the crowd and
over everybody’s head," he continued. "It’s just complete and total chaos."
Zeller described one instance where he successfully got a U.S. citizen through a gate
at the Kabul airport after talking with a Marine over speaker phone.
"The rest of her family was there behind her," Zeller told Fox News. "They’re not U.S.
citizens yet, and they weren’t allowed in."
"She had to make the heartbreaking decision to leave her family behind," he
continued. "That is being played out over and over and over again."
"I’ve got friends who have told me that they’ve had literally U.S. citizens standing in
the crowd waving their blue passports screaming ‘I’m a U.S. citizen,’ and the
Marines can’t come get them," Zeller said.
Zeller said the U.S. has a responsibility to evacuate the Afghan interpreters.
If they aren’t evacuated now, then "they’re gonna be dead, and we’ll regret for the
rest of our lives having failed them," Zeller told Fox News.
He explained just how essential they were to the U.S. troops.
"We would role into a village and [our interpreter] would tap me on the shoulder and
say ‘something’s wrong here,’" Zeller said.
"Normally when we come here, that guy comes out with tea, and those kids are over
there playing with a soccer ball, and there’s no one around. This is a bad thing. We
usually get attacked when it’s like this." "And five minutes later, we’re getting shot
at," Zeller continued.
"That type of insight saves lives," he said. "That cultural context cannot ever be
replaced other than by standing next to someone who came from there."
Zeller said he promised to someday repay his interpreter for saving the Marine’s life.
He was able to help get the interpreter out of Afghanistan.
"I’m thankful I got to fulfill it for him, but there are now thousands of others, who
Americans made just as equal and just as important of a promise, who are being
betrayed and left behind," Zeller told Fox News.

He said the U.S. faces a moral injury if it fails to evacuate the Afghan interpreters.
"I already know of at least one veteran suicide over this," Zeller told Fox News.
"I would love for someone to call up and say ‘Major Zeller, you need to put your
uniform on, you’re being sent to Afghanistan to help out with us,’" Zeller said.
"I don’t know of a single veteran that I’ve spoken with who feels any differently."
He said he can’t imagine what it must be like for the U.S. troops at the Kabul airport
"who have to stand 50 meters away from the Taliban and watch them be thugs and
not be able to do a damn thing about it."
Gunfire could be heard throughout voice memos a female journalist attempting to
leave Afghanistan sent Fox News. Based on her location, the U.S. troops at the Kabul
airport could likely hear the shots.
Zeller said the campaign to evacuate the interpreters "is a whole of America effort …
minus the one guy, the only guy, who can give the order to actually truly save these
people," referring to President Biden.
"I was appalled that the secretary of defense said he didn’t have the ability to
guarantee the safe movement of Americans to the airport in Kabul," Zeller told Fox
News. "He absolutely does."
"He has the United States military," he continued. "What he doesn’t have is the orders
to move those people."
"At the end of a war, there are two questions that loom large," Zeller said. "Was it
worth it, and how do you end it?"
"History gets to decide the former, we get to decide the latter," he told Fox News.
"Right now, we’ve chosen to end it with profound shame."

At least 12 people have been killed at or near the airport over the past week, either
by gunfire or by a stampeding crowd, NATO and Taliban officials have said
Dom Calicchio - Fox News
At least seven civilians were reportedly killed Sunday at the international airport in
Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan, according to reports.
Word of the fatalities came from Britain’s Defense Ministry, which described safety
conditions at the airport as "extremely challenging," according to The Associated
Press.
Details about how the deaths came about, and the identities of the victims, were not
disclosed.

A total of at least 12 people have been killed at or near the airport over the past week,
either by gunfire or by a stampeding crowd, NATO and Taliban officials have said,
according to Reuters. It was unclear if that figure included the seven deaths reported
by the British Defense Ministry.
The airport has become the focal point for tens of thousands of people trying to leave
Afghanistan since the Taliban took control of the country last weekend. Those
attempting to flee include American citizens as well as Afghans who assisted the U.S.
over the past two decades of U.S. involvement in the country.

Hundreds of people gather near a U.S. Air Force C-17 transport plane at the
perimeter of the international airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday, Aug. 16, 2021.
(Associated Press)
Also Sunday, a flight carrying 168 people reported left the Kabul airport, bound for
New Delhi, India, the AP reported.
The passengers included 107 Indian nationals and others whose nationalities were
not specified, according to Arindam Bagchi, a spokesman for India’s External Affairs
Ministry.
A separate flight carrying 87 Indian nationals and two Nepalese nationals left Kabul
on Saturday, biund for Tajikistan, Baghi said, according to the AP.
Gates closed
Meanwhile, a source told Fox News earlier Sunday that gates at the airport had been
closed, even to those carrying valid documentation.
"All the gates are closed for entry even with papers," the source said. "No food, no
water. This is a slow burn to a very bad situation.
"All the gates are closed for entry even with papers. No food, no water. This is a slow
burn to a very bad situation."
Source speaking to Fox News
"We just can’t believe how inept our leadership is," the source continued.

"They have no appreciation for what it takes for visa-holding Afghans to even get to
the gate."
Incidents at the airport may have stemmed from Taliban attempts to try to impose
order at the airport, where chaos has reigned over several days.
Taliban personnel were seen trying to get people to form orderly lines and preventing
crowds from forming around the airport’s perimeter, Reuters reported.
The U.S. military also maintained a presence at the airport, with about 5,800 troops
still there, according to Army Maj. Gen. William Taylor, Reuters reported.
Long hours, no food
A second source who spoke to Fox News – an American mom trapped by the Taliban
who requested anonymity – shared her account of conditions at the airport.
She spoke about people she knew, some traveling with children, who have spent long
hours at the airport – in some cases with no or little access to food.
She said they were being encouraged by U.S. soldiers to wait out the delays before
they can board flights out of Kabul.
"I still have, you know, some of my folks there that work for us. They were provided
with all these letters to apply for SIV (special immigrant visa)," she said.
"And I am … and I was in contact with some of them. They went through the airport.
They managed to turn on their phones and they showed me what chaos is going on
over there.
"They went through the airport. They managed to turn on their phones and they
showed me what chaos is going on over there."
American mom in Kabul
"And they stay outside the airport for more than three days. Most of them they have
kids, you know, under 4 years old. So they made it through the airport checkpoint and
they went inside the airport, but they stayed there for three days.
They don't have no food.
You don't have no water.
You have little kids that need milk.
"So after staying inside the Karzai, you know, the KIA (Kabul International Airport),
which now it's HKIA (Hamid Karzai International Airport), they had to leave. … He
told me the American soldiers said, ‘Listen, you're almost there if you can stick
around another 24 hours where you might have the chance to board an aircraft.’"
But lack of food, especially for the children, she said, was making any choice to stay
at the airport a difficult one, she said.
More images of Kabul International Airport:

'Imbecilic': Tony Blair Savages
Biden's Afghanistan Debacle, 'Every
Jihadist Group ... Is Cheering'
Jack Davis - The Western Journal
“Every terrorist on the planet is laughing at America thanks to Joe Biden.” How sad
that it took a former British PM to say that and not the establishment media in
America.

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair has attacked the Biden administration’s
Afghanistan policy as little more than sacrificing Afghan allies for the sake of
political posturing at home.

“The abandonment of Afghanistan and its people is tragic, dangerous, unnecessary,
not in their interests and not in ours,” Blair, whose troops fought side by side with U.S.
troops in Afghanistan in the aftermath of 9/11, wrote in an essay on his website,
adding that the manner of America’s flight under President Joe Biden appeared
designed “to parade our humiliation.”
Blair, who was prime minister from 1997 to 2007, reminds a world that has forgotten
the raw horror of 9/11 that “the Taliban were given an ultimatum: yield up the
al-Qaeda leadership or be removed from power so that Afghanistan could not be used
for further attacks. They refused. We felt there was no safer alternative for our
security than keeping our word.”
Acknowledging that between 2001 and now, mistakes have been made, Blair, 68,
wrote that “the reaction to our mistakes has been, unfortunately, further mistakes.
Today we are in a mood that seems to regard the bringing of democracy as a utopian
delusion and intervention, virtually of any sort, as a fool’s errand.”
Blair said Biden’s decision to run from Afghanistan “in this way was driven not by
grand strategy but by politics.”
“We didn’t need to do it. We chose to do it. We did it in obedience to an imbecilic
political slogan about ending ‘the forever wars.'”
Blair urged those who think nothing changed during the efforts to transplant
democracy to Afghanistan to “read the heartbreaking laments from every section of
Afghan society as to what they fear will now be lost.”

America’s headlong retreat came “with every jihadist group around the world
cheering,” Blair wrote in his essay. “Russia, China and Iran will see and take
advantage. Anyone given commitments by Western leaders will understandably
regard them as unstable currency.”

The pullout went the way it did, he wrote, “because our politics seemed to demand it.”
Blair said Biden’s pullout of contractors who maintained the Afghan Air Force’s
planes was a factor in the collapse of resistance to the Taliban, writing that “any army
would have suffered a collapse in morale when effective air support vital for troops in
the field was scuttled by the overnight withdrawal of maintenance.”
Blair said Americans cannot forget that the global war against Radical Islam must still
be fought — and won.
“Islamism is a long-term structural challenge because it is an ideology utterly
inconsistent with modern societies based on tolerance and secular government. Yet
Western policymakers can’t even agree to call it ‘Radical Islam,'” he wrote, adding,
“If we did define it as a strategic challenge, and saw it in whole and not as parts, we
would never have taken the decision to pull out of Afghanistan.”
Blair likened that fight against Radical Islam to the 70-year war to contain
communism.
“We knew we had to have the will, the capacity and the staying power to see it
through. There were different arenas of conflict and engagement, different dimensions,
varying volumes of anxiety as the threat ebbed and flowed. But we understood it was
a real menace and we combined across nations and parties to deal with it,” he wrote in
his essay.
“This is what we need to decide now with Radical Islam. Is it a strategic threat? If so,
how do those opposed to it including within Islam, combine to defeat it?”
To do that, he wrote, Biden’s America must have a “commitment to those values and
interests” that “needs to define our politics and not our politics define our
commitment.”

The Humiliation Never Stops Under Biden: Taliban Release Photo Mocking US
Sacrifice... While Wearing Our Troops' Uniform
Isa Cox - The Western Journal

Taliban fighters show the flag in the streets of Kabul, the captured capital of
Afghanistan, on Thursday, left. In remarks at the White House, right, President Joe
Biden claimed the U.S. pullout from Afghanistan has not stirred allies to question
American credibility. (Rahmat Gul / AP; Andrew Caballero-Reynolds / AFP via Getty
Images)
As if things couldn’t possibly be any worse right now for President Joe Biden and the
U.S., the Taliban are actually trolling him and every single American service member
and veteran in a truly humiliating way.
An elite squad of Taliban fighters with captured American military uniforms took the
opportunity to do a little photo shoot in the country the terror group just easily seized
control thanks to Biden’s incompetence.
Fox News reported that the little-known Badri 313 Battalion has been highlighted in
Taliban propaganda material sporting the American gear.
The photo that has received the most attention shows a team of fighters raising
the Taliban flag in an apparent recreation of the historic photo that captured six
Marines raising the American flag on Mount Suribachi during the Battle of Iwo
Jima in World War II.

This is the Taliban force that Biden told us on Friday his administration is in
“constant contact” with as the U.S. military on the ground scrambles to evacuate the
thousands of American’s left in the terror group’s brand new Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan.
The Badri 313 Battalion, Fox noted, represents a new and modernized facet of the
same old evil and immoral Taliban and has been delighted to show off the “war chest”
of American gear it obtained after the Biden withdrawal.
Elias Yousif of the Center for International Policy, told The Hill that the imagery of
these “elite” terrorist militiamen holds powerful weight and sends an unmistakable
message to the world about Biden’s failures in Afghanistan.
“When an armed group gets their hands on American-made weaponry, it’s sort of a
status symbol. It’s a psychological win,” he explained.
“Clearly, this is an indictment of the U.S. security cooperation enterprise broadly,”
Yousif said. “It really should raise a lot of concerns about what is the wider
enterprise that is going on every single day, whether that’s in the Middle East,
Sub-Saharan Africa, East Asia.”
Earlier this week, a US official told Reuters on the condition of anonymity that
“everything that hasn’t been destroyed is the Taliban’s now.”

It didn’t have to be like this.
Our nation has the greatest, most advanced military in the history of the world. We
saved the globe from fascism in WWII and now a terror group that we easily deposed
20 years ago has outsmarted our POTUS and mocked the forces under his command.
While the Taliban’s fancy new elite battalion was snapping photos of themselves in
our gear, President Biden’s administration was trying to avoid even calling them the
“enemy” as our own troops remain in Afghanistan hustling to save as many lives as
they can.
And the government in Washington doesn’t even have their back.
It’s not just the Taliban that have insulted and mocked the fine men and women of
the U.S. military with this humiliating photo.
It’s President Joe Biden.

Fox News' Chris Wallace Asks Blinken: 'Does the President Not Know What's
Going On?'
Samantha Lock - Newsweek
Fox News anchor Chris Wallace confronted Antony Blinken on Sunday, challenging
the secretary of state as to whether Joe Biden was aware of the criticism against him.

Getty Images Fox News' Chris Wallace confronted Secretary of State Antony Blinken
on Biden’s “flat wrong” claims on Afghanistan: “Does the president not know what’s
going on?”
"Mr. Secretary, does the President not know what's going on?" Wallace asked,
referring to the substantial criticism the Biden administration has faced over the
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan.

"The president said a few other things on Friday that are flat wrong," Wallace said
during his interview with Blinken on Fox News Sunday before sharing a clip of Biden
emphatically denying U.S. allies had questioned his administration's credibility.
"I have seen no question of our credibility from our allies around the world," Biden
said in an address on August 20. "The fact of the matter is I have not seen that.
Matter of fact, the exact opposite I've got—the exact opposite thing is we're acting
with dispatch, we're acting—committing to what we said we would do."
Chris Wallace confronts Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Biden’s “flat wrong”
claims on Afghanistan: “Does the president not know what’s going on?”
pic.twitter.com/kRewfV3U3S
— RNC Research (@RNCResearch) August 22, 2021
Wallace then aired disparaging statements from other foreign leaders and politicians
criticizing America's handling of the Afghanistan withdrawal, including a comment
from Armin Laschet, leader of Germany's Christian Democratic Union, who called
the situation "the biggest debacle that NATO has seen since its foundation."
About seven minutes into the interview, the Fox News host bluntly asked: "Does the
president not know what's going on?"
The secretary of state defended Biden, pivoting away from the question.
"This is an incredibly emotional time for many of us, including allies and partners
who've been shoulder-to-shoulder with us for many years," Blinken responded,
adding there was "deep appreciation and thanks from allies and partners for
everything we've done."
However, Wallace was undeterred. "The president said he's not heard any criticism
from the allies. There's been a lot of criticism from the allies. Words matter, and the
words of the president matter most," the veteran news anchor added.
Newsweek has contacted the White House for comment.
The peace deal with the Taliban that led to the U.S. withdrawal was signed in
February 2020 under former President Donald Trump. The agreement stipulated for
the withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Afghanistan by May 2021. However, when
Biden took office, he pushed back the withdrawal deadline to September 11, then
moved it forward to August 31.
In a swift takeover that took the Biden administration and the rest of the world by
surprise, the Taliban retook control of the country on August 15, two weeks ahead of
Biden's deadline.
Reports from intelligence and military analysts had said that the U.S.-backed
government could collapse within one month to 90 days, but it fell before the U.S.
withdrawal was even complete.

'Thousands' Flock to Taliban Resistance As Afghans Say They're 'Ready' to Fight
Jack Dutton - The daily Beast
The leader of an anti-Taliban resistance group in Afghanistan—based in the country's
last state that hasn't fallen to the insurgents—has said it has an army of thousands
ready to fight.

Wakil Kohsar/AFP via Getty Images A Kabul, Afghanistan resident said "time has
stopped" amid the Taliban's takeover and that she didn't see women on the streets
during a 15 minute drive. In this photo, a Taliban fighter stands next to a poster
bearing the image late Afghan commander Ahmad Shah Massoud at the Massoud
Square in Kabul on August 16, 2021.
Ali Nazary, head of foreign relations for the National Resistance Front of Afghanistan
(NRF), based in the Panjshir valley in the north of the country, told the BBC the
group wants to pursue peaceful negotiations but if that fails, they will not be afraid to
fight.
The Taliban said on a Twitter account on Sunday that they were sending hundreds of
their fighters to the region to take control of it. The militant group seized power in
Kabul on August 15, following the withdrawal of U.S. and allied troops and Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani fleeing the country.
The Panjshir valley and wider Panjshir region is known for having successfully
fought off multiple invasions, including several from Soviet forces during the
Soviet-Afghan war from 1979 to 1989, and the Taliban in the 1990s. Panjshir is a
long, narrow valley flanked by steep mountains, with only one major point of exit and
entry when approaching from Kabul, making it difficult to conquer.
The NRF controls the region and since the fall of Kabul, Amarullah Saleh, the former
vice president who claims to be Afghanistan's "caretaker president," has been
building up a resistance against the Taliban in the Panjshir valley.

On August 20, a video accessed by Republic TV showed scores of Afghan soldiers
traveling to the valley. apparently to join the Northern Alliance resistance movement.
"The NRF believes that for lasting peace we have to address the underlying problems
in Afghanistan," Nazary told the BBC. "Afghanistan is a country made up of ethnic
minorities, no one is a majority. It's a multicultural state, so it needs power
sharing—a power-sharing deal where everyone sees themselves in power."
He warned that having a one group dominating politics will lead to "internal warfare
and the continuation of the current conflict."
Nazary said the group had "thousands of forces ready for the resistance."
"We prefer peace, we prioritise peace and negotiations," Nazary added. "If this
fails—if we see that the other side is not sincere, if we see that the other side is trying
to force itself on the rest of the country—then we're not going to accept any sort of
aggression.
"And we've proven ourselves, our track record in the past [40 years] has shown that
no-one is able to conquer our region, especially the Panjshir Valley.
"The Red Army, with its might, was unable to defeat us... I don't think any force right
now in Afghanistan has the might of the Red Army. And the Taliban also 25 years
ago... they tried to take over the valley and they failed, they faced a crushing defeat."
NRF leader Ahmad Massoud, the 32-year-old son of Ahmad Shah Massoud, one of
the main leaders of Afghanistan's anti-Soviet resistance in the 1980s, wrote a column
in the Washington Post on August 18 appealing for help from the West.
"No matter what happens, my mujahideen fighters and I will defend Panjshir as the
last bastion of Afghan freedom. Our morale is intact. We know from experience what
awaits us.
"But we need more weapons, more ammunition and more supplies," he wrote.
Ahmad Shah Massoud, a famed resistance fighter against the Taliban, was
assassinated at the behest of Al Qaeda and the Taliban in the north-east of
Afghanistan on September 9, 2001, two days before 9/11.
Reports on Friday said that resistance fighters had recaptured three areas of the
country's Baghlan province from the Taliban. The latter captured the capital and
largest city of that province, Pul-e-Khumri, on August 10 as part of its rapid takeover
of territory throughout the country.

Don't believe Europe's promises to pressure the Taliban
Michael Rubin - Examiner

Even prior to the Taliban’s conquest of Kabul, many European leaders began
contemplating future relations with Taliban-controlled Afghanistan.

Provided by Washington Examiner
British Defense Minister Ben Wallace, for example, suggested that the United
Kingdom would work with the Taliban if they abide by international norms.
He added that London would reconsider that relationship "if they behave in a way
that is seriously against human rights."
Meanwhile, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen told the Taliban
that while the EU had yet to recognize their regime officially, she would propose tens
of millions of dollars in humanitarian aid. Provided, that is, that the Taliban respect
human rights.
German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas also tied German assistance to human rights,
stating, "We will not give another cent if the Taliban takes over the country and
introduces Sharia law."
No one should believe European leaders are willing to allow human rights to stand in
the way of commercial interests, no matter how odious the regime.
When Klaus Kinkel became Germany’s foreign minister almost three decades ago, he
promised to tie German foreign policy to human rights. Not long after, the EU
endorsed Germany’s proposed "critical dialogue" with Iran.
The idea was simple: European governments would calibrate trade to Iran’s respect
for human rights and norms of behavior (for example, no terrorism). The following
year, European Commissioner Hans van den Broek met with British Indian author
Salman Rushdie to assure him that Iran had lifted the fatwa calling for his death (it
has not).

Iranian leaders proceeded to test Germany, taking several German citizens hostage.
Rather than back away from trade, German leaders pressed ahead. Within three years,
German exports to Iran had increased to $1.4 billion, more than doubling the amount
of any other country’s involvement in the Iranian market.
Nor was Germany alone. By 1996, trade relations between the EU and Iran reached
$29 billion. Even when European leaders suspended diplomatic ties — for example,
when Iranian security forces threatened to overrun the German Embassy in Tehran —
trade continued. It was during a diplomatic suspension when Italian Prime Minister
Romano Prodi sent a trade delegation to Tehran with promises of $3 billion credits.
That same year, the French oil company Total signed a $2 billion agreement to
develop Iran’s oil fields.
The French were especially cynical. After paying to spring their last hostage from
Iran, the French Foreign Ministry simply denied that any evidence of Iranian terror
sponsorship existed.
"There is no evidence," French Foreign Ministry spokesman Yves
Doutriaux remarked during an August 1996 television interview.
Iran’s 1994 attack on the Jewish community center in Buenos Aires? Its
well-documented support for Hezbollah and Hamas? A string of assassinations of
Iranian dissidents in Europe? Inconveniences to ignore when real money was at
stake.
During this same period, Iranian persecution of religious minorities increased, and
Tehran refused to allow the U.N. rapporteur for human rights to step foot in the
Islamic Republic. As for Maas, he has repeatedly feted the Iranian regime.
Simply put, while European leaders relished the reputation of taking human rights
seriously, they dispensed with any pretense of caring about human rights when
Iranian officials dangled contracts.
Back to Afghanistan: The Taliban are odious, but there are potentially billions of
dollars in profits for those seeking to tap Afghanistan’s natural resources or build
pipelines across its territory.
All they need to do is turn a blind eye to Taliban abuses. Don’t be surprised if
European states are the first in line.
(Michael Rubin (@Mrubin1971) is a contributor to the Washington
Examiner's Beltway Confidential. He is a senior fellow at the American Enterprise
Institute.)

Taliban warning to Boris Johnson and Joe Biden
Martin Bentham & Sophia Sleigh - Evening Standard

The Taliban have threatened to wreck Boris Johnson’s attempt to extend the
evacuation of British and Afghan citizens from Kabul by warning of “consequences”
if the UK and the United States tried to continue the airlift for longer.

PA Media Taliban resurgence in Afghanistan
The Prime Minister will press US President Joe Biden at a meeting of G7 leaders on
Tuesday to move back the August 31 deadline for ending the evacuation so that
thousands more trying to flee Afghanistan can be flown to safety.
But the prospects of that happening were cast into doubt as Taliban spokesman Suhail
Shaheen insisted that August 31 was a “red line” and any attempt to extend it would
prompt a “reaction” from the triumphant insurgents.
Armed forces minister James Heappey also admitted that the Taliban would “get a
vote” and “may say no” and create the risk of turning the airport into a “war zone”.
The new developments came as:
Britain tried to step up efforts to fly up to 6,000 more people out of Afghanistan
before the deadline expires.
Mr Heappey admitted that there was “every reason” to proscribe the Taliban as a
terrorist group but that British soldiers were now having to work with their former
enemies.
The Taliban admitted it was facing resistance in the Panjshir Valley, 93 miles north of
Kabul, where the son of an Afghan war hero has thousands of armed followers ready
to fight it.
The UK Government said that 1,821 people had been airlifted out of Afghanistan on
British flights in the past 24 hours. Ministers also warned that it was not realistic to
continue the airlift once US forces depart.

Huge crowds continued to gather at Kabul airport despite gunfire today, chaotic
scenes and crush deaths, and warnings of a potential Islamic State attack.
Potentially, the most significant announcement on Monday, however, came from the
Qatari capital Doha where Taliban spokesman Shaheen warned: “If the US or UK
were to seek additional time to continue evacuations — the answer is no. Or there
would be consequences.
“It will create mistrust between us. If they are intent on continuing the occupation it
will provoke a reaction.”
Mr Heappey confirmed that the Taliban would have an effective veto even if Western
leaders taking part in the video conference of G7 nations tomorrow managed to
persuade Mr Biden that more time was needed to fly people out.
“Let’s be clear. Although they might be the seven most powerful people on the planet,
meeting to discuss what they want to do — they don’t get to make the decision of
themselves. The Taliban get a vote as well,” he said.
“Even if the political will in London, Washington, Paris, Berlin is to extend — the
Taliban may say no.
“It’s just the reality. We could deny them a vote. We have the military power to just
stay there by force, but I don’t know that the humanitarian mission that we are
embarked on, which is to evacuate as many people from Kabul as we possibly can, is
helped by Kabul becoming a war zone. Much, much better if we can bring people out
in an environment which is permissive.”
In a further sign of the weakness of Britain’s position, Mr Heappey, a former Army
officer who served in Afghanistan, conceded that there was “every reason” to ban the
Taliban as a terrorist organisation but that it was necessary to collaborate with them.
“Believe me, for brigadiers who have spent their careers fighting in Afghanistan
against the Taliban, these are some pretty surreal days for them as they now have to
talk to Taliban commanders about how they can work together to get people out at the
best possible speed,” he said.
Mr Heappey added that Britain was “working flat out to get as many people out as
we can” but that it “breaks my heart” to know that some people, including
interpreters who “showed incredibly bravery and heroism” working with British
troops might not be able to depart in time. But he said it was not possible for Britain
and other Western countries to get the resources in place in time to secure Kabul
airport once the Americans leave.
He emphasised that there would be a “second phase”, however, in which “people will
be able to settle in the UK having been processed either at a handling centre in a
refugee camp or at one of our embassies or high commissions in the region” and that
applicants were already being processed in Pakistan’s capital Islamabad.

Meanwhile, five more Foreign Office staff have been sent to Kabul to assist in the
evacuation, taking its total deployment in Afghanistan to 19 staff, including
ambassador Sir Laurie Bristow.
Today’s developments follow mixed indications from Mr Biden overnight in a briefing
with reporters at which he disclosed that there were discussions “among us and the
military about extending” the airlift.
He said his hope was that this would not be necessary and warned that it was
inevitable that “the evacuation of thousands of people from Kabul is going to be hard
and painful, no matter when it started or when we began”.
“There is no way to evacuate this many people without pain and loss and
heartbreaking images you see on television. It’s just a fact,” he added.
“My heart aches for those people you see. We are proving, though, that we can move
thousands of people per day out of Kabul.”
Meanwhile, in a sign that the conflict in Afghanistan might not be over, the Taliban
said it had sent hundreds of fighters to the Panjshir Valley.
Forces in the region led by Ahmad Massoud, the son of the former military
commander Ahmad Shah Massoud, have warned that they were ready to fight if a
satisfactory deal with the militant group could not be reached.
The area near the Hindu Kush mountains has long been an anti-Taliban stronghold
and led resistance to the hardline Islamists when they were last in power before 2001
under the leadership of Massoud’s father who was known as the “Lion of Panjshir”
for his military prowess.

Taliban May Have Inherited ‘Hundreds’ of Missiles From Ex-Government
By Jeff Stein - The Daily Beast
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The Taliban, its al Qaeda ally, and the renegade ISIS-K terror group may have
inherited hundreds of deadly shoulder-fired anti-aircraft missiles from the fallen
Afghan government’s weapons depots, experts say.
The exact number of missiles and their origin, kind, age and viability are hard to
come by. A 2019 report by the RAND Corp. think tank put the total at an alarming
4,500, but according to experts, that figure is unreliable, and almost certainly
represents the number of MANPADS—Man-portable air defense systems—acquired
by successive Kabul regimes going back decades.
It’s highly unlikely that Washington supplied any to Kabul, experts explained. Any left
today likely represent a fraction of those acquired by the Taliban regime overthrown
by the U.S. in 2001, or its predecessors.
Still, if even a fraction of MANPADS fell into the hands of the Taliban, Al-Qaeda or
ISIS-K, an Islamic State faction active in Afghanistan and elsewhere nearby, that
would be alarming. Elements of the terror groups have entered Kabul, according to
current reports.
“There is a strong possibility ISIS-K is trying to carry off an attack at the airport," a
U.S. defense official told CNN Saturday. A senior diplomat in Kabul also told CNN
that officials “are aware of a credible but not immediate threat by Islamic State
against Americans at Hamid Karzai International Airport.”
The U.S. military has been establishing “alternative routes” to the airport to avoid
terror operatives, CNN said.
It could not be learned whether the alleged leftover MANPAD stocks include
U.S.-made Stingers, which the CIA supplied to the Afghan mujahideen with
devastating effect against Soviet aircraft in the 1980s.
After the conflict ended in 1989, the U.S. launched an aggressive worldwide program
to buy the missiles back, but “many ,” according to a 2013 Arms Control
Organization report, “remained unaccounted for after the conflict” despite the effort
and “some made it into the international black market and the hands of terrorists.”
A WikiLeaks document dump in 2010 included “a dozen reports of possible attacks on
Afghanistan coalition aircraft using heat-seeking shoulder-fired missiles,” but the
Pentagon disputed their reliability.
In 2016, however, the military-oriented news site War is Boring obtained heavily
redacted documents via the Freedom of Information Act “that appear to show
just how spooked U.S. commandos were by extremists’ anti-air missiles. So spooked
that the special operators made an urgent request for extra defensive gear.”
It said that on March 30, 2015, “U.S. Air Force lieutenant general Thomas Trask,
vice commander of U.S. Special Operations Command, sent a so-called ‘joint urgent
operational need’ memo to his superiors at the Pentagon.

The request called for gear to spot and defeat man-portable surface-to-air missiles.
Censors removed any description of the threat and any mention of where elite troops
might be in danger.
But Trask’s message made it clear that, at least in that context, the missiles posed a
“possibly unavoidable risk.”
In any event, and for whatever reason, the Taliban did not employ MANPADS with
any strategic effect throughout the 20-year war. Rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs)
and buried road bombs (IEDs) were the insurgents’ weapons of choice.
A State Department spokesman would not comment specifically about a current
MANPADS threat, but said the U.S. is “seriously concerned about reports of Taliban
seizures of Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) military
equipment… and is… doing all that we can to ensure the safety of our implementing
partners and their facilities.”
Huge haul
The Taliban have captured huge stocks of U.S. weapons, including tanks, aircraft and
drones, Reuters and other news organizations have reported.
One official said “the Taliban are believed to control more than 2,000 armored
vehicles, including U.S. Humvees, and up to 40 aircraft potentially including UH-60
Black Hawks, scout attack helicopters, and ScanEagle military drones.”
According to The Intercept, the insurgents also seized abandoned handheld biometric
devices used to verify the identity of Afghans working for the U.S. that contain “iris
scans and fingerprints, as well as biographical information, and are used to access
large centralized databases.
“It’s unclear,” The Intercept said, “how much of the U.S. military’s biometric
database on the Afghan population has been compromised.”
Some experts doubt there were any workable MANPADS left in Kabul in the weeks
and months after U.S. forces invaded Afghanistan in 2001.
“I was under the impression we cleared out all [the MANPADS] after we toppled the
Taliban government in 2001,” said a former Green Beret officer who led one of the
teams into Afghanistan in October 2001.
“I remember the reports of all the MANPADs being inoperative as they collected
them, due to age and poor maintenance.” U.S. special forces troops took care to
render inoperative the MANPADs they did discover, he and another expert added.
“I am very skeptical of the existence of any MANPAD stockpiles” at present, the
former Green Beret added on the condition of anonymity. “Those would have been
blown up first during this drawdown.
And I don’t believe [U.S.-backed Afghan governments over the past 20 years] “had
an independent procurement system that would have allowed this.” He said he

“wouldn’t assume there are zero” MANPADS, “but I have no idea where RAND got
its numbers.”
A RAND researcher who contributed to the study said its report probably relied on
data from the International Institute for Strategic Studies and the arm transfers
database of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. Whatever its
progeny, the estimate of 4,500 missiles in Kabul is almost certainly wrong.
Flooding the zone
The State Department spokesman, speaking on a not-for-attribution basis, said that
“Afghanistan has long been one of the areas where the MANPADS Task Force”—a
multiagency effort—has been actively engaged.
(Indeed, State has been involved in working the issue as part of weapons destruction
programs as long as it has been working in the country since the late 1980s.)
“To date,” he said, “the MANPADS Task Force has eliminated more than 41,000 of
these surface-to-air missiles, as well as Anti-Tank Guided Missiles, worldwide.”
But he also said that MANPADS “outside of state control” remain “a cause for
concern because of the potential threat to civil aviation,” noting that there have been
“dozens of cases” since 1970 where terrorists used them against commercial aircraft.
If the Taliban inherited any MANPADS, they are probably “older
Russian/Soviet-built SA-7S,” says Derrin Smith, who led international outreach
mission teams for the MANPADS Task Force.
"There is a question about the viability and lethality of any remaining MANPADS in
Afghanistan, which are now possibly in the Taliban's arsenal and under their control,”
Smith, a former Marine Corps intelligence specialist who later scoured Iraq and
Afghanistan and much of the world for the missiles, said.
But Smith added, “Even older Russian/Soviet-built SA-7s can be quite reliable and
deadly, with a long shelf-life as long as the packing cases have not been opened.”
According to Small Arms Survey, an independent research group based in Geneva
and Washington, D.C, “Upgraded versions of the [SA-7] have a maximum range of
more than two and half miles and can hit targets flying at altitudes of up to 7,500
feet.”
The group added that, “Islamist fighters (throughout the Middle East and North
Africa) have smaller numbers of the much improved Chinese FN-6 and Russian Igla
missiles.
Compared to the older SA-7, the FN-6 can hit targets farther away and is more likely
to get past bright decoys” used by military aircraft to deflect incoming missiles.
Or, as Smith puts it, “In many respects, MANPADS are the perfect terrorist
weapon”—lightweight, compact, high lethality, long-lasting shelf-life, even in
challenging climates.

“We must hope,” he said, “that any residual units in inventory have already been
destroyed.”
(Co-published with SpyTalk, where Jeff Stein leads an all-star team of veteran
investigative reporters, writers, and subject-matter experts who will take you behind
the scenes of the national security state.)

U.S. beefs up Afghan airlift as Taliban warns deadline is firm
CBSNews
An Afghan security guard was killed in a shootout on Monday just outside Kabul's
international airport as hectic scenes continued with thousands of people clambering
for a way out of the country. The Biden administration was ramping up its frantic
evacuation efforts, with the U.S. military sending 20 more planes into Kabul to help
fly people out of the country.

Taylor Crul/U.S. Air Force/Getty Hamid Karzai International Airport in
KabulEvacuated
The pressure to complete the evacuation of tens of thousands of U.S. nationals, their
dependents, and vulnerable Afghans was increasing, meanwhile, with Afghanistan's
new Taliban rulers warning that the end-of-August deadline set by President Biden to
have U.S. forces out would not be allowed to slide.

The Taliban expects the roughly 6,000 American service members carrying out the
herculean Kabul evacuation mission to be gone by August 31, or face
"consequences."
"If the U.S. or the U.K. were to seek additional time to continue evacuations, the
answer is no. Or there would be consequences," Taliban spokesman Suhail Shaheen
told Sky News in Qatar.
The U.S. military was looking at new ways to help rescue Americans and their Afghan
allies around Kabul and get them to Hamid Karzai International Airport. But while
the U.S. controls the airport itself, the Taliban controls everything around it, and
access to it, and there has been chaos and sporadic violence outside the facility for a
week.
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S. and German forces were involved in the firefight on Monday that left the Afghan
security guard dead. The German military three other people were wounded, but it
was unclear who had launched the attack.
It was only the latest in a series of deadly incidents around the airport as thousands
of desperate people gather in hope of fleeing Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. Taliban
forces have warned people for days not to show up without permission to travel and
they've beaten back crowds with sticks, whips and gunfire, but a huge group remained
outside the airport walls on Monday.
On Sunday, President Biden said the Taliban had helped the U.S. to "extend" the safe
zone around the Kabul airport to get more Americans and at-risk Afghans inside, and
he did not rule out having U.S. troops stay in Afghanistan past the August 31 deadline,
if needed, to complete the evacuations.
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Mr. Biden said it was his "hope" to have U.S. forces out by the end of the month, but
he said there would have to be "discussions" about the viability of that plan,
depending on the success of the airlift.
It was that ambiguity that drew the Taliban's warning of unspecified "consequences"
on Monday morning, should the U.S. miss the deadline.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the U.S. was in "direct contact" with
Americans attempting to leave Afghanistan and was instructing them on the best way
to get to the airport, and where and when to go there.
Over the weekend, the British military, which along with the U.S. controls access
through the gates of Kabul's airport, said a panicked crush of people trying to get in
had left seven Afghan civilians dead, including a toddler.
President Biden said that around 28,000 people had been evacuated over the past
several days on both "U.S. and coalition aircraft."
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Thousands of those evacuees have been brought to the al-Udeid Air Base in Doha,
Qatar, where evacuations from Kabul were continuing on a "significant scale,"
officials told CBS News.
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CBS News' Roxana Saberi was in Doha, and she learned that because of
overcrowding at the air base, the U.S. and Qatar were building extra facilities for
people to sleep and shower.
More U.S. forces were also flowing in "like crazy," according to one source, and over
the weekend the Pentagon authorized the use of 18 commercial aircraft from six U.S.
airlines to help with the evacuations.
Those carriers have already started moving evacuees from places like the
overcrowded air base hangar in Doha to other temporary sites around the world.

Provided by CBS News In this handout photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, an air
crew prepares to load evacuees aboard a C-17 Globemaster III aircraft in support of
the Afghanistan evacuation at Hamid Karzai International Airport, August 21, 2021
in Kabul, Afghanistan. / Credit: Taylor Crul/U.S. Air Force/Getty

The White House was still negotiating with international partners about where to
resettle all the Afghan nationals, and their families, who helped Western forces during
two decades of war.
"Once screened and cleared, we will welcome these Afghans who helped us in the war
effort over the last 20 years to their new home in the United States of America.
Because that's who we are," Mr. Biden said on Sunday.

Afghanistan updates: Taliban warns US withdrawal deadline is 'a red line'
ABC News
Chaos has enveloped Kabul after Afghanistan's government's collapsed and the
Taliban seized control, all but ending America's 20-year campaign as it began: under
Taliban rule.
The U.S. has evacuated approximately 17,000 people since Aug. 14, White House
officials said late Saturday morning. Pentagon officials have said their focus remains
on maintaining the airport perimeter and increasing the number of evacuees out of
Kabul.
President Joe Biden returned to Washington from Camp David on Wednesday and sat
down with ABC News' George Stephanopoulos for an exclusive one-on-one
interview at the White House, the president's first interview since the withdrawal from
Afghanistan. He addressed the nation on evacuation efforts Friday.
Latest Developments
August 23, 2021
Taliban holds 1st loya jirga since returning to power
The Taliban is holding its first-ever loya jirga, or "grand council" in Pashto, since
taking back control of Afghanistan, a source with direct knowledge of the matter told
ABC News.
The event is taking place at the Kabul Polytechnic University in Afghanistan's capital
on Monday.
The purpose of the loya jirga is to hold consultations with religious scholars, and the
source said three issues are under consideration: the teaching style in Afghan schools;
whether help from the Taliban's ulema, a body of Muslim scholars, is needed to avoid
a mass exodus of Afghans; and how to encourage the country’s younger generation to
work, including women.
-ABC News' Sohel Uddin
August 23, 2021
Some 16,300 people evacuated from Kabul in past 24 hours
The United States has evacuated and facilitated the evacuation of approximately
37,000 people from Kabul since Aug. 14 when the Taliban closed in on Afghanistan's
capital, according to a White House official.

In a 24-hour period from Sunday to Monday, 28 U.S. military flights evacuated
approximately 10,400 people from Kabul. Another 5,900 people were evacuated via
61 coalition aircraft.
Since the end of July, the U.S. has relocated approximately 42,000 people from Kabul,
the White House official said.
-ABC News' Justin Gomez
August 23, 2021
Taliban warns of 'consequences' if Biden extends withdrawal deadline: 'It's a red line'
Taliban spokesman Suhail Shaheen told Sky News that Aug. 31, the date Biden has set
for completing the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan, is a "red line" and
extending it would "provoke a reaction."
The U.S. president said Sunday he would not rule out extending the withdrawal
deadline beyond Aug. 31, and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is reportedly
expected to urge Biden for an extension. But the Taliban spokesman warned "there
would be consequences."
"President Biden announced that on the 31st of August they would withdraw all their
military forces. So if they extend it, that means they are extending occupation while
there is no need for that," Shaheen said in a recent interview with Sky News.
"I think it will deteriorate the relation that will create mistrust between us."
August 23, 2021
At least 1 killed, 3 wounded in gunfight at Kabul airport
One Afghan soldier was killed and three others were wounded in a shootout with
unidentified attackers at the international airport in Kabul on Monday morning, the
German military announced via Twitter.
Both German and American forces returned fire when the shooting erupted at the
north gate of the Hamid Karzai International Airport. No German soldiers were hurt
in the exchange, according to the German military.
The U.S. military is aware of an incident at one of the gates, a defense official told
ABC News.
The deadly gun battle occurred as the United States and other Western nations
oversaw the evacuation of thousands of Afghan nationals and foreigners desperate to
flee the Taliban-controlled country.
August 22, 2021
Southwest to begin domestic refugee flights
Joining other international airlines like United, Delta and American, Southwest
Airlines announced Sunday that it will work with the Department of Defense to help
transport domestic refugees from Afghanistan.
"We are proud to support our military's critical humanitarian airlift mission, and we
are grateful to our Employees for demonstrating an eagerness to support these

military efforts, once again displaying their true Southwest Heart," the company said
in a statement Sunday.
Southwest said it plans to operate four of these types of flights on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday this week.
"Of course, the Southwest Team stands ready to provide additional support to the
Department of Defense, if needed," the company said.
-ABC News' Sam Sweeney
August 22, 2021
Biden again defends decision to withdraw
The president pushed back against critics who questioned his timing about pulling
American forces from Afghanistan.
Biden reiterated that the 20-year war has already left 2,448 Americans dead and
20,722 wounded and cost $300 million a day.
"Either increase the number of forces we keep there and keep that going, or I end the
war. I decided to end the war," he said.
The president stressed that America will remain vigilant against overseas terrorists.
"So the question is, when is the right time to leave? Where are our national interests?
Where do they lie?" Biden asked.
August 22, 2021
Biden says he would consider sanctions against the Taliban
President Biden fielded questions from reporters about America's relationship with
the Taliban and said he is still waiting to see its next actions.
"The Taliban has said, we'll see whether they mean it or not, they're seeking
legitimacy. They're seeking legitimacy to determine whether or not they will be
recognized by other countries," he said.
"All of this is all just talk now."
When asked if he would support sanctions against the Taliban, which has been floated
by the British government, Biden said yes.
"It depends on the conduct," he said as he ended the news conference.
August 22, 2021
Biden pressed on whether he'd extend withdrawal deadline
Pressed on whether he would extend the Aug. 31 deadline to withdraw from
Afghanistan, Biden said the hope is that there will be no need for an extension.
"There's discussions going on among us and the military about extending. Our hope is
we will not have to extend, but there are going to be discussions, I suspect, on how far
along we are in the process," he said.
August 22, 2021

'About 11,000 individuals' evacuated this weekend
In remarks Sunday afternoon, the president said the U.S. had continued to make
progress since he spoke to reporters on Friday.
"In a little over 30 hours this weekend, we've evacuated an extraordinary number of
people," Biden said, adding that it was about 11,000 individuals.
"That number will change day to day as the air and ground operations in Kabul
vary," he added
August 22, 2021
US special operations forces race to save former Afghan comrades in jeopardy
Current and former U.S. military special operations and intelligence community
operatives are using their own networks of contacts to get elite Afghan soldiers,
intelligence assets and interpreters to safety as they've become increasingly
disillusioned and fed up with the U.S. government-led evacuation effort in Kabul,
ABC News has learned.
One informal group, dubbed "Task Force Pineapple," began as a frantic effort last
weekend to get one former Afghan commando into Hamid Karzai International
Airport as he was being hunted by Taliban who were texting him death threats.

Staff Sgt. Victor Mancilla/U.S. Marine Corps U.S. Marines assist with security at an
Evacuation Control Checkpoint during an evacuation at Hamid Karzai International
Airport, Kabul, Afghanistan, Aug. 20, 2021.
Other former members of the military and CIA have consolidated their own efforts
with a separate group calling itself "Task Force Dunkirk," a reference to the massive
evacuation of British and other Allied forces from France in 1940 under threat of the
Nazi juggernaut.
"I spent the primacy of my career in special operations, and that gave me access to a
lot of people who are like-minded, and a lot of people who have lived with the Afghan
people and love the Afghan people and have been with them for 15, 20 years," retired

Marine Lt. Col. Russell Worth Parker, a spokesman for the group, said in an
exclusive interview with ABC News.
"We couldn't stand by and just watch people we know fall to a very, very certain fate,"
he added.
Parker said that while there are civilian supporters assisting the group, the majority
of members served in Afghanistan. As the country fell to the Taliban, they received
pleas for help from Afghans they worked with and befriended during the war. The
veterans then began calling each other and talking about ways to help their
comrades.
"I don't know that I could live with myself if I didn't do something," Parker said.

Biden Administration is Just Losing Control of its COVID Narrative
Staff Writer - Laura Ingraham’s
Fox News host Laura Ingraham argued on Monday’s “The Ingraham Angle” that
“the Biden administration is just losing control of its COVID narrative.”
“This weekend, it became obvious that the Biden administration is just losing control
of its COVID narrative. Remember, it was just about two weeks ago now
that President Biden was close to declaring independence from the virus.
But now the White House is grappling with a new reality that threatens any chance of
a real recovery,” Ingraham said. “Now, of course, the focus on the Delta variant and
the misplaced emphasis on tracking case numbers instead of preventing serious
illness is coming back to bite them.”
Ingraham said that as Democrats attempt to grapple with the threat of the COVID
Delta variant, they are also realizing that they’re facing an uphill battle in next year’s
midterm election and as a result, have shown they are willing to sacrifice their
“critics'” First Amendment rights amid their own push of “misinformation.”
“The fact is the Democrats know that they’re facing strong headwinds going into the
midterms next year,” she said. “And last week we learned that they don’t believe the
First Amendment even applies to their critics at this point.
So through their social media proxies, they seek to de-platform, cancel, defame or
eliminate inconvenient opinions regarding their covid response, calling them
potentially deadly misinformation.”
She went on to question the White House‘s silence on the data out of the U.K. that
shows 40% of hospitalized COVID patients have been fully vaccinated as well as the
curiousness of the five members of the Texas legislature, all of whom were fully
vaccinated, that tested positive for the virus after they “fled to D.C.” during their
“voting rights stunt.”

“Does anyone else think it’s weird that five fully vaccinated members of the Texas
legislature who fled to D.C. in their voting rights stunt tested positive for the
coronavirus?. We have to know more about that,” Ingraham exclaimed.
“And why hasn’t Fauci and Friends addressed this interesting data point in the U.K.?
Britain’s chief scientific adviser, Patrick Vallance, said on Monday that 60% of
people being admitted to the hospital have had two doses of the vaccine.
He later came out and walked that back, saying it was 40% in the hospital who had
two COVID shots. But obviously, that’s still a significant number. So why isn’t the
Biden administration address this?”

Appeals court denies Biden administration's effort to delay 'Remain in Mexico'
ruling
Adam Shaw - Fox News

The 'Remain in Mexico' policy was established in 2019
A federal appeals court on Thursday ruled against the Biden administration’s efforts
to delay implementation of an order that requires it to reinstate the
Trump-era Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) — yet another legal defeat for the
Biden administration on immigration.
The panel of the 5th Circuit Appeals Court declined to stay a ruling by Judge
Matthew Kacsmaryk issued last week that orders the Biden administration "to enforce
and implement MPP in good faith" until it has been "lawfully rescinded" in
compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act, and until the federal government
has enough detention capacity to detail all migrants subject to mandatory detention.
Kacsmaryk allowed a seven-day appeal window to the ruling, but it was denied by a
three-judge panel.

"Even if the Government were correct that long-term compliance with the district
court’s injunction would cause irreparable harm, it presents no reason to think that it
cannot comply with the district court’s requirement of good faith while the appeal
proceeds," the ruling said.
The "Remain in Mexico" policy was put in place in 2019 by the Trump administration
and involved sending migrants back to Mexico, rather than being released into the
U.S., as their asylum proceedings were heard.
The policy, in cooperation with Mexico, resulted in court tents being set up along the
border in places like Laredo, Texas, where migrants could briefly enter for their
hearings before going back to Mexico.
The Trump administration argued that the policy ended "catch-and-release," which it
saw as a major pull factor drawing migrants north.
Critics said the Remain in Mexico policy was cruel and led to migrants being put in
danger in camps across the border.
The Biden administration promised to end the policy and began processing migrants
enrolled in MPP into the U.S. shortly after entering office. In June, it formally ended
the program.
Missouri and Texas sued the administration, claiming that ending the policy was both
illegal in the way that it was done, and that it harmed both border states and states
deeper in the interior by encouraging migrants and therefore fueling the crisis at the
southern border.

"We are hopeful for a favorable ruling because it is clear that the Biden
administration didn’t consider anything relevant to how it was working or notice and
comment, and obviously we have a crisis at the border now," Missouri AG Eric
Schmitt told Fox News in an interview last month.

"Anyone who is paying attention knows we have a 21-year high in border crossings,
drug traffickers, and human traffickers have been emboldened, and that affects not
just Texas but states like Missouri."
The lawsuit claimed some of the migrants released would commit crimes in their
states, that it would lead to an increase in human trafficking, and that it would lead to
higher costs for the states in areas like education and healthcare.
The ruling found that the termination of MPP "has contributed to the current border
surge" and that Department of Homeland Security counsel had conceded as much.
The judge also noted the increase in border apprehensions from fewer than 80,000 in
January to about 173,000 in April when the lawsuit was filed. In July, there were
more than 212,000 encounters at the border.
The ruling also accused Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas of not
having considered warnings that ending MPP would lead to a surge in migrants
crossing the border, and that he didn’t consider the costs to the states. Kacsmaryk
also said he found DHS arguments, such as the potential negative effect on diplomatic
relations, "unpersuasive."
While Kacsmaryk said the court does not have the authority to tell a DHS employee
which individual migrants must be enrolled in MPP, he ruled that it can enjoin a
blanket policy that again allows front line Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
officers to use MPP to return migrants to Mexico.
Schmitt on Friday hailed the 5th Circuit's denial of a stop to the ruling as yet another
victory for his state.
"Last night, we won another major victory against Biden’s Department of Justice in
our lawsuit to reinstate the ‘Remain in Mexico’ policy, with the 5th Circuit denying
their request for an emergency stay," he said in a statement. "Last week, we delivered
a massive win for border security and the rule of law, and that winning streak
continues today.
I will continue to fight to ensure that this successful Trump-era policy is
re-implemented, and that the crisis at the border is quelled."
It marks the latest defeat for the Biden administration on immigration. On Thursday,
a Texas federal judge imposed a preliminary injunction on the Biden
administration’s rules for Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers that
significantly narrowed the categories of illegal immigrants being targeted for arrest
and deportation.

