The latest News Around Us in Aug_14
Why the US should stay in Iraq
Opinion by Sirwan Barzani - CNN
Islamist extremists rely on short memories. When they face a setback on the battlefield,
they melt into the background to bide their time. Extremists operate on a different
time scale from the rest of us and see military defeat as a temporary setback. Their
ideology teaches them to be patient. They think the Western world is decadent and
obsessed with the short term.

ODD ANDERSEN/AFP/Getty Images Smoke and dust billow following an air strike in
Bashiqa on November 8, 2016, as the Iraqi Kurdish forces pushed deeper into the
town during street battles against Islamic State (IS) group jihadists. Capturing
Bashiqa would be one of the final steps in securing the eastern approaches to Mosul,
three weeks into an offensive by Iraqi forces to retake the country's second city. The
town was under the "complete control" of Kurdish peshmerga forces, Jabbar Yawar,
the secretary general of the Kurdish regional ministry responsible for the fighters,
told AFP. / AFP / Odd ANDERSEN (Photo credit should read ODD
ANDERSEN/AFP/Getty Images)
ISIS remains a major global security threat, present in multiple continents, with
hardened terrorists ready to strike. As we have seen in Afghanistan, the battle against
Islamist extremism isn't linear.
There won't be a normal armistice and peace talks. It is a long war. In recent years,
the fight against ISIS has shifted from tackling a terror group with a so-called
caliphate, controlling cities and vast areas of Iraq and Syria, to fighting an
insurgency in remote hideouts. President Joe Biden signaled last month that the US
will conclude its combat mission in Iraq by the end of the year.
But without American forces on the ground here in a position to assist in combat if
needed, the ISIS threat will grow exponentially -- not just in this country, but
potentially around the world.

Islamist extremism is a global movement bound by a transnational religious-political
ideology. The threat still posed by extremist groups like ISIS did not start with 9/11
and it will not end if the United States and Western allies suddenly leave Iraq as they
have in Afghanistan.
In response to territorial losses in the Middle East, ISIS, alongside al Qaeda, has
begun to invest time and energy in Africa, particularly the Sahel. But despite ISIS's
efforts to broaden its reach, we can expect the Middle East to remain a priority for
the group, given its historical importance and its significance in their propaganda.
ISIS is already coming back with a vengeance in the region. Our forces believe there
are more than 7,000 Islamic State fighters in Iraq who have been able to evade
capture. Each one of these hateful veterans has the potential to radicalize many more
from afar, given the reach of online recruiting, and they can do it via their phones or
the internet, so distance doesn't make you safe from them.
During the pandemic, ISIS reorganized itself and has since orchestrated increasingly
frequent terror attacks in Iraq against civilians, the military, and the security services.
Attacks in Vienna and Dresden in the last year have shown that the group still has the
capacity to inspire and initiate acts of ruthless terror abroad.
Affiliated groups have launched attacks in the last year in Nigeria, Niger, the
Philippines, and other countries; lone-wolf jihadists adhering to similar ideology
have killed innocent citizens in Nice and elsewhere.
President Biden knows that the US has allies in the region who wish to see American
forces remain. We will fight to secure our homeland and do whatever it takes. But
leaving the fight against ISIS to local forces is still a huge gamble. In 2014, the
Peshmerga had to take over the operation in Kirkuk to protect the oil fields after the
Iraqi army was unable to contain ISIS in the area.
It is vital that the Biden administration continues the American policy of supporting
the Peshmerga operations to defeat ISIS. President Biden knows the importance of
regional stability -- as vice president during the Obama administration,
he visited Iraq and has done so many times in his career. Biden was deeply involved
in the US' initial military operations against ISIS.
When then-President Donald Trump announced his intent to abruptly withdraw US
forces from Syria in 2019, Biden argued that this would leave Syrian Kurdish allies
vulnerable and that the US would face a greater threat from attacks by ISIS.
The conflict may have since changed, but President Biden's recent declaration that
"America is back" rings hollow to some of those on the ground fighting ISIS in Iraqi
Kurdistan, who see America instead turning its back on its allies in Erbil.
We need more support to suppress ISIS, not less. As a key Western ally, the
Peshmerga was at the heart of the US-led coalition efforts to defeat the terror group
when they were at the height of their strength, repelling attacks near the Iraqi
Kurdish capital of Erbil and defeating ISIS in the battle of Mosul, alongside Iraqi
government forces.

As the US prepares to end its combat mission in Iraq, the threat in our region is
growing. Iraqi Kurdistan's Qarachogh mountain has become a safe haven for ISIS
fighters, while the Makhmour region is also witnessing a resurgence in ISIS strength.
We cannot allow jihadists the room to regroup in failed states or lawless regions. The
world is watching Afghanistan closely as the Taliban return and has credible fears
that they will permit al Qaeda to use their territory as a base of operations once more.
In Iraq, the US and its allies must ensure that Iraq remains a hostile environment for
ISIS.
There are two things the President should do to help.
President Biden must commit to maintaining a US presence in Syria and Iraq. US
troops can provide essential manpower, technical expertise, and capabilities to aid
the Peshmerga and other coalition forces in making sure that the region is free from
the ISIS threat.
Offering that support would also signal the President's commitment to stamping out
Islamist terror groups and would go some way toward rectifying President Trump's
withdrawal of America as a force for good from the world stage.
For the US, there would be risks. Iran-backed Shia militias have attacked US forces
in Iraq, for instance. But as ISIS poses a serious threat to the region and the world, I
believe this mission is well worth pursuing.
The US should also ramp up the military assistance, vehicles, and equipment supplied
to the Peshmerga. Such assistance has been crucial in allowing the Peshmerga to
effectively continue their work eradicating ISIS from Iraqi Kurdistan, and it is only by
continued partnership with and support from the US that Kurdish forces will be in the
strongest position to defeat ISIS.
The US and Kurds have long been partners in the fight against terror and despotism.
ISIS remains a serious threat to stability in the Middle East and the security of the
West. Their global ideological projection through propaganda will be bolstered by a
Middle East presence in lands that have religious significance.
Not only for Iraqi Kurdistan's safety, but for America's and the world's, President
Biden must stand with the Kurds to ensure that ISIS militants are given no space to
grow their ambitions and kill more innocent civilians.
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Overnight Defense: Chaos at the gates as Kabul evacs enter fifth day
Ellen Mitchell - The Hill
Happy Thursday and welcome to Overnight Defense. I'm Ellen Mitchell, and here's
your nightly guide to the latest developments at the Pentagon, on Capitol Hill and
beyond. CLICK HERE to subscribe to the newsletter.
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THE TOPLINE: Violence on the road to Kabul's airport and chaos at the gates
are hampering efforts to evacuate Americans and vulnerable Afghans looking to
flee the country following the Taliban takeover.
Adding to the mayhem is mixed messaging from the State Department, which is urging
Americans and those with travel documents to head to the Hamid Karzai
International Airport "as soon as possible" even though the U.S. Embassy alerted
people that it could not guarantee safe passage.
People who make it past the gauntlet of Taliban checkpoints report being turned away
amid surging crowds that U.S. forces are trying to disperse.

How many need out?: The number of Americans in Afghanistan is believed to be
between 10,000 and 15,000, with more than 80,000 Afghans who likely qualify for
evacuation based on their work with the U.S. military and government.
The U.S. has so far only evacuated a fraction of those people.
How many have already escaped?: Government officials from the National Security
Council and the Department of Defense (DOD) told congressional staffers on a call
Thursday that they have evacuated 6,741 individuals since Saturday, of which 1,792
are American citizens or lawful permanent residents.
"Which of course is absurd because we heard from DOD they could do up to 9,000 a
day," said one congressional staffer who spoke to The Hill after the call.
The U.S. military this week pledged to start evacuating 5,000 to 9,000 people per day.
"The latest report we heard was there are 10,000 to 15,000 American citizens in the
country, so less than 20 percent are out, basically," the aide said.
'Conditions are awful': The staffer relayed that administration officials expressed
distress over the deteriorating conditions, with one administration official saying,
"conditions are awful and we are not blind to that."
Another congressional aide said the Biden administration is "doing their best but
they've been overwhelmed by folks in need of help."
Meanwhile, at the Pentagon: Even though the official goal is to evacuate 5,000 to
9,000 people per day, Pentagon officials told reporters Thursday that the pace is
closer to 2,000 a day.
The main reason for the gap is people are finding it difficult to get into Hamid Karzai
International Airport, with reports of Taliban fighters blocking checkpoints and
assaulting Afghans, even if they have the correct documents.
The Defense Department has maintained that commanders on the ground in Kabul
are continuously negotiating with the Taliban to allow people to get through, but U.S.
troops "remains focused on the airport," with no officials to verify that people on the
outside are being allowed access.
Extra precautions: To keep any dangers at bay during the evacuation, the U.S.
military is flying F/A-18 fighter jets over Kabul "to ensure security."
Maj. Gen. Hank Taylor told reporters that F/A-18s from the Ronald Reagan Carrier
Strike Group, currently based in the North Arabian Sea, "flew armed overwatch
flights over Kabul to ensure enhanced security" in the past 24 hours.
Asked on Thursday if the F/A-18s are authorized to fire if U.S. troops and allies come
under attack, Pentagon press spokesman John Kirby said: "As always, we have the
right to defend ourselves and our people and our operations."
BILLIONS IN US WEAPONRY SEIZED BY TALIBAN

Billions of dollars of U.S. weapons are now in the hands of the Taliban following the
quick collapse of Afghan security forces that were trained to use the military
equipment.
Among the items seized by the Taliban are Black Hawk helicopters and A-29 Super
Tucano attack aircraft.
Photos have also circulated of Taliban fighters clutching U.S.-made M4 carbines and
M16 rifles instead of their iconic AK-47s. And the militants have been spotted with
U.S. Humvees and mine-resistant ambush protected vehicles.
'A psychological win': While it's virtually impossible to operate advanced aircraft
without training, seizing the hardware gives the militants a propaganda boost and
underscores the amount of wasted funds on U.S. military efforts in Afghanistan over
the last 20 years.
"When an armed group gets their hands on American-made weaponry, it's sort of a
status symbol. It's a psychological win," said Elias Yousif, deputy director of the
Center for International Policy's Security Assistance Monitor.
"Clearly, this is an indictment of the U.S. security cooperation enterprise broadly," he
added. "It really should raise a lot of concerns about what is the wider enterprise that
is going on every single day, whether that's in the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa,
East Asia."
By the numbers: The United States spent an estimated $83 billion training and
equipping Afghan security forces over the last two decades.
According to a 2017 Government Accountability Office report, between 2003 and
2016 the United States transferred to Afghan forces:
75,898 vehicles
599,690 weapons
162,643 pieces of communications equipment
208 aircraft
16,191 pieces of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance equipment
From 2017 to 2019, the United States also gave Afghan forces 7,035 machine guns,
4,702 Humvees, 20,040 hand grenades, 2,520 bombs and 1,394 grenade launchers,
among other equipment, according to a report last year from the Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction.
How much do the Taliban now have?: It is unclear exactly how many weapons have
fallen into the hands of the Taliban, but the Biden administration has acknowledged
it's a "fair amount."
"We don't have a complete picture, obviously, of where every article of defense
materials has gone, but certainly a fair amount of it has fallen into the hands of the
Taliban," White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan said Tuesday. "And
obviously, we don't have a sense that they are going to readily hand it over to us at
the airport."

Lawmakers want accountability: On Wednesday, more than two dozen Republican
senators demanded a "full accounting" of U.S. military equipment given to Afghan
forces over the past 12 months, what's been seized by the Taliban and what plans
there are to either recapture or destroy the equipment.
"As we watched the images coming out of Afghanistan as the Taliban retook the
country, we were horrified to see U.S. equipment - including UH-60 Black Hawks - in
the hands of the Taliban," the 25 senators, led by Sen. Marco Rubio (Fla.), wrote in a
letter to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.
"It is unconscionable that high-tech military equipment paid for by U.S. taxpayers has
fallen into the hands of the Taliban and their terrorist allies," they added. "Securing
U.S. assets should have been among the top priorities for the U.S. Department of
Defense prior to announcing the withdrawal from Afghanistan."
POLL: MOST DON'T THINK US DID ENOUGH TO QUICKLY EVACUATE
The numbers are in, and it doesn't look good.
A majority of voters say the U.S. didn't do enough to evacuate Americans and Afghan
allies from Afghanistan before the Taliban took over, according to a new
Hill-HarrisX poll.
Fifty-seven percent of registered voters in the Aug. 17-18 survey said the U.S. did not
do enough to quickly evacuate Americans and Afghan allies before the Taliban swept
the country, while 43 percent said the U.S. did do enough.
Nearly three quarters of surveyed Republicans and four in 10 Democratic voters along with 56 percent of Independents - said the U.S. did not do enough before the
Taliban took over. The Taliban moved into the capital city of Kabul on Sunday.
Half disapprove: Overall, 53 percent of voters said they disapprove of how the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan was carried out by the Biden administration, while 47
percent said they approve.
Seventy percent of Democrats, 52 percent of Independents and just 19 percent of
Republicans said they approve of the way the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan was
carried out.
Sixty-four percent of voters said they generally support the U.S. withdrawing from
Afghanistan, down from 73 percent in a July poll. By contrast, 36 percent said they
disapprove.
"A majority of voters have supported pulling U.S. troops out of Afghanistan for some
time now, and that number today is at 64 percent," Dritan Nesho, chief pollster and
CEO of HarrisX, told Hill.TV.
Lawmakers demand action: A bipartisan group of 55 senators is calling on President
Biden to "immediately evacuate" Afghans who helped the U.S. during its military
involvement in the country.

The group, led by Sens. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.), penned
a letter to Biden on Wednesday asking the administration to quickly pull Afghans who
are eligible for Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) from the country, along with their
families.
SIVs are granted to Afghan individuals who were employed by or worked on behalf of
the U.S. government during America's operations in Afghanistan.
The senators also urged Biden to "expeditiously implement" tenets of the Afghan
Allies Protection Act, which Biden signed into law last month. It calls for adding an
additional 8,000 visas to the SIV program and removing a number of hurdles that
made it difficult for those eligible to receive a visa.

Turkey, Greece Tell EU They Will Not Take Responsibility for Afghan Refugees
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek
Turkey and Greece told European Union countries that they will not take
responsibility for Afghan refugees as they both look to deter influxes of migrants into
their borders, the Associated Press reported.

Ozan Kose/AFP via Getty Images The latest chaos in Afghanistan sparked by the
recent gains of territory by the Taliban including the takeover of the capital Kabul
has raised fresh alarm over an influx of migrants into Turkey through the Iranian
border. Afghan migrants rest while they wait for transport by smugglers after
crossing the Iran-Turkish border on August 15, 2021 in Tatvan, on the western shores
of Lake Van, eastern Turkey.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Thursday that Turkey would not
become a "refugee warehouse" for fleeing Afghans and asked European countries to
provide refuge for them. Meanwhile, Greece is looking to prevent a recurrence of the
events in 2015, when hundreds of thousands of migrants traveled from the Turkish

coast through Greece and the Balkans while heading for more affluent parts of
the EU, AP reported.
On Wednesday, Greek Migration Minister Notis Mitarachi said that the country was
working on evacuating EU citizens and Afghans who worked with the EU, but Greece
"does not accept to be the gateway for irregular flows into the EU.
" While speaking on Skai TV, Mitarachi directed refugees to seek aid in Turkey and
other countries to the east of Greece "who could provide initial protection where
necessary."
Greece's prime minister and Turkey's president are to speak on Friday evening to
discuss "the latest developments in Afghanistan," the Greek prime minister's office
announced, as both countries raise concerns about a potential major influx of people
fleeing Afghanistan after the Taliban's takeover.
Greece's prime minister, Kyriakos Mitsotakis, would be speaking with Erdogan at
7:30 p.m. local time (1630 GMT), Mitsotakis' office said.
Greece's defense and citizens' protection ministers, as well as the chief of the National
Defense General Staff, were to visit the Evros border region on Friday.
Greek authorities have constructed a new steel wall to block commonly used crossing
points along the Evros River that forms much of the land border between Greece and
Turkey. Plans to build the roughly 26-kilometer-long wall were finalized in October
2020.
In neighboring Turkey, anti-migrant sentiment has been running high as it grapples
with economic woes, including high unemployment, that have been exacerbated by the
coronavirus pandemic, and there is little appetite in the country to take in more
people.
"We need to remind our European friends of this fact: Europe—which has become the
center of attraction for millions of people—cannot stay out of [the refugee] problem
by harshly sealing its borders to protect the safety and wellbeing of its citizens,"
Erdogan said.
"Turkey has no duty, responsibility or obligation to be Europe's refugee warehouse,"
Erdogan said.
Erdogan said his country is home to 5 million foreign nationals—including 3.6
million Syrians who fled the civil war in the neighboring country and 300,000
Afghans. Around 1.1 million are foreigners with residence permits, he said.
In 2016, Turkey and the European Union signed a deal for Turkey to stop the
hundreds of thousands of migrants and refugees heading toward Europe, in return for
visa-free travel for Turkish citizens and substantial EU financial support.
Erdogan has frequently accused the EU of not keeping its side of the bargain, while
the deal led to thousands of asylum-seekers languishing in squalid refugee camps on
the eastern Greek islands.

The migration issue has also led to flare-ups in tension between Greece and Turkey,
neighbors and NATO allies who have come to the brink of war several times since the
mid-1970s.
In March 2020, Turkey announced its borders into the EU were open, and
encouraged thousands of migrants to head to the Greek border, triggering chaotic
scenes as Greece shut its border crossings with Turkey.

Manolis Lagoutaris/AFP via Getty Images Greek Migration Minister Notis Mitarachi
said Wednesday that the country was working on evacuating EU citizens and Afghans
who worked with the EU, but Greece “does not accept to be the gateway for irregular
flows into the EU.” Afghan migrants protest over Taliban takeover of Afghanistan, on
the island of Lesbos, on August 16, 2021. Manolis Lagoutaris/AFP via Getty Images

Honoring the fallen: Their war was our war, their sacrifices were ours and it was not
a waste
Connie Schultz, USA TODAY
I learned this the hard way.
In the first decade of the Afghanistan War, I attended a Memorial Day service
honoring Ohio veterans. One of the young servicemen was a friend’s son who had just
completed his second tour of duty. He was a reserved man who never sought the
limelight, and so he reluctantly stepped forward when called.
Start the day smarter. Get all the news you need in your inbox each morning.
I watched him as he stood there, shyly toeing the grass, and then I looked over at his
mother. Her head was lowered, and her shoulders shook. She was sobbing, even
though her boy had made it home.
Of course she was, I now understand. This was always her war, too. Had I been a
better friend, I would have known that always.

More than 2,400 American service members were killed in the Afghanistan War. The
human toll must also include the 157,000 Afghans who died; 43,000 of them were
civilians.
Was this war a waste?
That’s the question, hovering like a drone piloted by “experts” who have never known
a single day of combat. Ask any American military family who has lost a loved one in
Afghanistan if the government’s collapse confirms our folly.
Were U.S. losses in vain?: 'Forever war' in Afghanistan resulted in fewer terror
attacks
Ask the family members, including children, who are caregivers to wounded veterans.
Our public opinions about their service can ease their suffering or compound their
pain.
We claim to have learned from our mistreatment of Vietnam War veterans. Now is our
chance to prove it to the military families who’ve been among us all along.
'My son saved numerous lives that day. It wasn’t for nothing.'
"August is always a tender month for us,” Lisa Hallett says, referring to her three
young children. Her husband, Army Capt. John L. Hallett III, was killed in
Afghanistan on Aug. 25, 2009, at age 30.
“This news feels so abstract. A country is falling, and it parallels for me the abstract
nature of my husband’s death. He died in a country I had never seen or smelled, full
of sounds I’d never heard. He died in a different time zone and came home to me in a
woolen cloth.”
In a woolen cloth. I kept coming back to that. Last night I texted Lisa to make sure I
had heard her right.
“Yes,” she responded. “Wrapped in a woolen cloth.” A matter-of-fact description of
an unspeakable loss.
Brown University’s Costs of War Project, which tracks the impact of our post 9/11
wars, reports that roughly half our casualties were from rocket grenade fire and
improvised explosive devices, or IEDs.
Sit with that for a moment. Consider the consequences of such an assault on the
human body. Now imagine this as the fate of someone you love.
Other ways our service members died in Afghanistan: vehicle crashes, electrocutions,
heatstroke, friendly fire and suicides in theater. As Brown’s project reminds us, the
Pentagon loss tally does not include the more than 30,000 suicides among these
veterans.
Amy Bushatz’s husband, Luke Bushatz, was an Army Ranger in Afghanistan. His
battalion lost 21 soldiers in four months. He came home with a traumatic brain injury
from an IED explosion. More than a decade later, he continues to struggle with
PTSD.

“You hear so many from the war talk about how, ‘I was in it for the serviceperson on
my left and the serviceperson on my right,’ ” Amy says. “Any person who makes a
difference in the life of another is not a waste.”
Fa-tia Johnson lost her youngest brother, Senior Airman Quinn Johnson-Harris, in a
helicopter crash in 2015, just a month after his arrival in Afghanistan. “After Quinn’s
death, a lot of people have asked me, ‘Do you feel sad about his being in the military?’
I am happy that my brother died loving what he did. He did not die for nothing. He
died for our country.”
Gold Star mother Melinda Kane’s son, Lance Cpl. Jeremy Kane, was killed by a
suicide bomber in 2010. “This whole idea of winning or losing,” she says. “This isn’t
a sporting event; it’s not a football game. On Jan. 23, my son saved numerous lives
that day. It wasn’t for nothing.”
Melinda is my age. Had Jeremy lived, he would be the age of my daughter, who is 34.
She is married with two children, thriving in a career of public service. I did not
mention this to Melinda, but I cannot stop thinking about it.
What has happened in your life during the 20 years of this war? Parents like Melinda,
siblings like Fa-tia, spouses like Lisa – they never ask us to feel guilty, but we owe it
to them to try to feel the magnitude of their loss.
Let us, for a moment, imagine happy faces disappearing from our own phone libraries
and picture frames. All those memories, erased. All that happiness, lost to us
forever.
'I know too many widows of Afghanistan'
Every military family has its own story, but the common thread is a narrative of
sacrifice for our country. Families are uprooted, repeatedly. During deployment,
communication is sporadic, sometimes nonexistent. Too often, breaking news is the
first sign that something has gone terribly wrong.
Fa-tia Johnson first suspected her brother was in danger after his girlfriend sent an
evening text: “Did you hear from your brother today?”
TV newscasters were talking about a plane crash in Afghanistan. “I thought, ‘Oh, my
gosh, Lord Jesus,' ” Johnson says. “I tried calling him, over and over.” He never
answered.
During her husband’s deployment, Amy Bushatz had a standing child care
reservation for her infant son. She was prepared for the many memorial services she
knew were coming.
“My husband was losing friends every week,” she says. “My friends were becoming
widows. I’m sitting three or four rows back from a widow in black and thinking, ‘Why
wasn’t it me?’ I know too many widows because of Afghanistan, and too many who
lost parts of people they love.”

Soon after John Hallett’s death, Lisa Hallett was driving their 3-year-old son,
Jackson, to day care when he erupted in his own version of grief. “Mommy,” he
pleaded. “Stop crying. You’re scaring me.”
“My kids had already lost a parent,” she says. “It wasn’t fair to lose me to grief.”
She is haunted by one of her last conversations with her husband, about their
newborn daughter he had yet to meet.
“I’ve never heard Heidi’s cry,” he said.
Lisa tried to reassure him. “You’ve got a lifetime for that.”
'Your address book changes'
For military families, grief is a running calculator. War kills people in the prime of
their lives.
“Do I think of all that my son has missed?” Melinda Kane says. “Every day.” Her
voice begins to tremble. “Every day. This was supposed to be a chapter in his life.”
So many Gold Star parents have told me over the years that they knew it could happen,
and they couldn’t believe it when it did.
When Melinda’s son enlisted, she wept for days. “I walked around crying as if my son
had died. I had this foreboding sense that something was going to happen.”
When he told her that he was willing to die for his country, she found her own
courage. “At that point, I just needed to support him,” she says. “I felt pride that his
convictions were so strong.” She was at his side when he drew up his will, at age 21.
After deployment, her fears subsided. When she saw a man in uniform at her door, “I
really thought it was a recruiter going for another one of my sons.”
In that greatest hour of need, families tell me, friends and family can disappoint.
“There’s that secondary loss of relationships,” Kane says. “Your address book
changes.” Some people she thought she could depend on didn’t show up. Others
surprised her with their steadfast support.
In the wake of her brother’s death, Fa-tia Johnson felt a sister’s loneliness. “A lot of
times, as a sibling, you feel left out. A lot of people would say to me, ‘How are your
parents?’ I understand. Losing a child, there is nothing worse.
But he was my baby brother. As siblings, you hang out a lot more with each other
than you do your parents. I lost my best friend, the person most like me.”
There are no magic words. We show up in whatever way we can muster. Text or email.
A call or a knock on their door. It asks nothing of us to say their loved one’s name out
loud.
'Time doesn’t heal anything, but it provides perspective'
Every name in these pages belongs to loved ones who tried to find ways to move
beyond their grief.

Fa-Tia Johnson became a nurse practitioner, moved twice and is now married.
Melinda Kane worked for the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) and
ran for political office. She is now a Camden County commissioner in New Jersey.
Lisa Hallett co-founded wear blue: run to remember, a nonprofit running community
to honor the service and sacrifice of America’s military.
Amy and Luke moved to the restorative nature of Palmer, Alaska, and she became
executive editor of military.com. In 2016, she and Luke agreed to participate with
their sons in a documentary about caregivers for veterans; a preview short of their
segment is titled “Skyblossom: Palmer.”
It was a way to help others, she says.
“These are injuries Luke did not ask for. I don’t think he’d change a thing. Having a
story to tell is a gift. Learning how to tell it is a gift. Having a platform elevates that
to a responsibility. Time doesn’t heal anything, but it provides perspective. I’m a
survivor because we make the choice to do that every day.”
In one scene of the documentary, she reads aloud an email that Luke sent her on
Oct. 12, 2019:
“I will forever have the images that are seared there present with me. I will forever
see Graham happy and quiet, the last person to look at him alive. I will forever
remember what seemed like an eternity to get his body armor off, the weight of his
body as I carried him to the top of the Stryker where I gave him CPR until I was
exhausted and unable to go on, and the feeling that I had of taking a pulse and not
getting a heartbeat. He is a light in my life, if only for a short time, but a light
nonetheless. That is what all soldiers are: A light that shines and then goes out. I pray
that the light in my life will not be my own.”
Luke’s Instagram bio is a single line: “Not one ounce of sweat or blood in the defense
of others is a waste.”
Was this war a waste?
Asked and answered.
Connie Schultz is a columnist for USA TODAY. She is a Pulitzer Prize winner
whose novel, "The Daughters of Erietown," is a New York Times bestseller. Reach her
at CSchultz@usatoday.com or on Twitter: @ConnieSchultz
You can read diverse opinions from our Board of Contributors and other writers on
the Opinion front page, on Twitter @usatodayopinion and in our daily Opinion
newsletter. To respond to a column, submit a comment to letters@usatoday.com.
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Key dates in the UK Government’s response to the fall of Afghanistan
Geraldine Scott - Evening Standard

PA Wire Taliban resurgence in Afghanistan
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab is facing pressure to resign after reportedly being
“unavailable” while on a luxury holiday in Crete as Afghanistan fell to the Taliban.
Here are the key dates in the Afghanistan crisis so far:
August 6
The Taliban captures Zaranj, capital of Afghanistan’s southern Nimruz province. It
was reported this was the first capture of a provincial capital by the militants since
2016 when Kunduz has briefly taken.
The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) advised all UK
nationals in Afghanistan to leave the country because of the “worsening security
situation”.
August 8
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab reportedly flies to Crete for a family holiday at the
five-star Amirandes Hotel. The Taliban plants its flag in the main square of the city of
Kunduz, a key area defended against Taliban takeovers by Western troops over the
years.

Provided by Evening Standard Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab was on holiday as
the Taliban overran the Afghan government (Dominic Lipinski/PA) (PA Wire)
August 9
The Taliban takes control of two more provincial capitals – Aybak and Sar-e Pul. The
city of Sheberghan, the capital of northern Zawzjan province, and Taleqan, the
capital of another northern province with the same name, also fall under Taliban
control as the insurgents wage an assassination campaign targeting senior
government officials in the capital Kabul.
August 12
Around 600 troops are deployed to Afghanistan to help British nationals leave the
country.
August 13
Boris Johnson calls an emergency Cobra meeting to discuss the Afghan situation.
FCDO officials are believed to have advised Mr Raab to call Afghan foreign minister
Hanif Atmar to secure help for interpreters, however, this is delegated to junior
minister Zac Goldsmith. It later emerges the call did not happen.
August 15
Kabul falls to the Taliban.
The House of Commons authorities confirm Parliament will be recalled on August 18
to discuss the worsening situation.
The PM calls a second Cobra meeting.
Mr Raab is accused of “going AWOL” during the crisis by Labour as reports suggest
he was seen relaxing on a beach. The Foreign Office did not deny Mr Raab spent time
on the beach, but dismissed suggestions he had been there for a considerable amount
of time.
August 16
Mr Raab returns to the UK in the early hours of the morning.
The PM calls a third Cobra meeting in four days, while the Ministry of Defence says a
further 200 UK troops will be sent to Kabul to assist with the evacuation effort.

August 17
Boris Johnson unveils plans to welcome 20,000 Afghan refugees to the UK over the
next few years.
August 18
MPs are recalled to Parliament to discuss the crisis, the Government takes heavy
criticism from all quarters.
August 20
The Times reports that Sir Philip Barton, Matthew Rycroft and David Williams, the
respective permanent secretaries of the Foreign Office, Home Office and Ministry of
Defence, were on holiday amid the evacuations from Afghanistan.
Calls for Mr Raab to be sacked or resign grow.

U.K., French, German Leaders Blast Biden Over Afghanistan: 'We Thought
America Was Back'
Rebecca Klapper - Newsweek
European Union and U.K. leaders have voiced their criticism of how U.S.
President Joe Biden handled America's withdrawal from Afghanistan, a stark
difference from the praises they gave at the beginning of his presidency.

Guido Bergmann/Bundesregierung via Getty Images Leaders of the U.S.'s Western
allies have voiced harsh criticism of how U.S. President Joe Biden handled the
withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan, including in France, Germany and the U.K.
In this handout photo provided by the German Government Press Office (BPA),
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and U.S. President Joe Biden meet in the Oval
Office at the White House on July 15, 2021 in Washington, DC.

"We lived a little bit the great illusion," said French Parliamentarian Nathalie
Loiseau. "We thought America was back, while in fact, America withdraws."
Loiseau, a former Europe minister for President Emmanuel Macron, was not the only
one with harsh criticism. Bavaria Gov. Markus Soeder, a leading member of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel's center-right Union bloc, called for accountability from
the United States.
Soeder said Washington should provide funding and shelter to people fleeing
Afghanistan, since "the United States of America bear the main responsibility for the
current situation."
Well before Biden took office early this year, the European Union's foreign policy
chief sang his praises and hailed a new era in cooperation. So did almost all of
Washington's Western allies.
The EU's Josep Borrell was glad to see the end of the Trump era, with its America
First, and sometimes America Only policy, enthralled by Biden's assertion that he
would "lead, not merely by the example of our power, but by the power of our
example."
Sunday's collapse of Kabul, triggered by Biden's decision to get out of Afghanistan
and a U.S. military unable to contain the chaos since, certainly put a stop to that.
Borrell was this time aghast at Biden's contention that "our mission in Afghanistan
was never supposed to have been nation-building," coming in the wake of Western
efforts over much of the past two decades to sow the seeds of the rule of law and
assure protection for women and minorities.
"State-building was not the purpose? Well, this is arguable," a dejected Borrell said
of Biden's stance, which has come under criticism in much of Europe.
And for many Europeans steeped in soft power diplomacy to export Western
democratic values, Biden's assertion that, "our only vital national interest in
Afghanistan remains today what it has always been: preventing a terrorist attack on
American homeland," could have come from a Trump speech.
EU Council President Charles Michel underscored the different stances when he said
in a tweet Thursday that the "rights of Afghanis, notably women & girls, will remain
our key concern: all EU instruments to support them should be used."
Even in the United Kingdom, which has always prided itself on a its "special
relationship" with Washington and now, more than ever, needs U.S. goodwill to
overcome the impact of leaving the EU, barbs were coming from all angles.
Former British Army chief Richard Dannatt said, "the manner and timing of the
Afghan collapse is the direct result of President Biden's decision to withdraw all U.S.
forces from Afghanistan by the 20th anniversary of 9/11."

"At a stroke, he has undermined the patient and painstaking work of the last five, 10,
15 years to build up governance in Afghanistan, develop its economy, transform its
civil society and build up its security forces," Dannatt said Wednesday in Parliament.
"The people had a glimpse of a better life — but that has been torn away."
Biden has pointed to the Trump administration deal negotiated with the Taliban 18
months earlier in Doha, Qatar, which he says bound him to withdraw U.S. troops, as
setting the stage for the chaos now engulfing the country.
Still, Biden putting much of the blame on Afghan forces for not protecting their nation
has not gone down well with Western allies, either.
Conservative Parliament member Tom Tugendhat, who fought in Afghanistan, was
one of several British lawmakers taking offense.
"To see their commander-in-chief call into question the courage of men I fought with,
to claim that they ran, is shameful," Tugendhat said.
Chris Bryant, from the opposition Labour Party, called Biden's remarks about Afghan
soldiers, "some of the most shameful comments ever from an American president."
In Prague this week, Czech president Milos Zeman said that, "by withdrawing from
Afghanistan, the Americans have lost their status of global leader."
But despite all the criticism, there is no doing without the United States on the global
stage. America remains vital to the Western allies in a series of other issues, in
particular taking action against global warming.
After climate change disasters across much of the globe this year, the EU will be
counting heavily on Biden to stand shoulder-to- shoulder in taking effective measures
at the November COP26 global conference in Glasgow, Scotland, to speed up action
to counter global warming.
Europe and Washington also have enough trade disagreements to settle to realize that
despite the debacle of Afghanistan, there is much more that unites than divides them.
A need for American power and help remains, even in Afghanistan.
Before Friday's meeting of NATO foreign ministers, some Alliance nations have
acknowledged they will be pleading to Washington to stay even longer in Afghanistan
than it will take to bring all U.S. citizens home, wanting to make sure their people get
out too.
"We and a number of other countries are going to the Americans to say: 'Stay as long
as possible, possibly longer than necessary,'" Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sigrid Kaag said.

Patrick Semansky, File/AP Photo When U.S. President Joe Biden took office early
this year, Western allies were falling over themselves to welcome and praise him, but
the poor handling of Afghanistan has caused leaders to voice harsh criticism. In this
June 14, 2021 file photo, President Joe Biden and NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg speak while visiting a memorial to the September 11 terrorist attacks at
NATO headquarters in Brussels. Patrick Semansky, File/AP Photo

The Taliban's mask slips further after militants kill journalist's relative
By Rob Picheta, Nadine Schmidt & Tim Lister - CNN
Afghans are witnessing early glimpses of the true nature of Taliban rule, after the
brutal repression of several protests and the murder of a journalist's relative betrayed
the militant group's promises to lead an "inclusive" and restrained regime.

Rahmat Gul/AP Taliban fighters patrol in Kabul on Thursday.

The German news organization Deutsche Welle (DW) said in an article on Thursday
that Taliban fighters had been searching for one of their journalists in Afghanistan,
confirming that a relative of the journalist was shot dead by the Taliban on
Wednesday and one other person was seriously injured.
Other relatives were able to escape at the last minute and are on the run, the DW
article said.
"The killing of a close relative of one of our editors by the Taliban yesterday is
inconceivably tragic, and testifies to the acute danger in which all our employees and
their families in Afghanistan find themselves," DW Director General Peter Limbourg
said in the article.
"It is evident that the Taliban are already carrying out organized searches for
journalists, both in Kabul and in the provinces. We are running out of time!" Limburg
added.
The news comes after a threat assessment, prepared for the United Nations by a
Norwegian organization, warned the "Taliban are intensifying the hunt-down of all
individuals and collaborators with the former regime, and if unsuccessful, target and
arrest the families and punish them according to their own interpretation of Sharia
law."
"Particularly at risk are individuals in central positions in military, police and
investigative units," the report went on to say.
CNN has obtained a copy of the report, dated August 18 and written by the
Norwegian Center for Global Analyses. It includes a document purportedly written by
the Taliban's Military Commission to a senior security official in the former
government who -- it said -- had "excellent relations with the Americans and the
British."
The document, dated August 16, said he must report to the Commission and failure to
do so would mean that "your family members will be arrested instead, and you are
responsible for this."
CNN has been unable to establish the extent of the Taliban's search for members of
the security services and others associated with the former government, nor how
many may have been arrested.
Elsewhere on Thursday, the Taliban published a series of photographs of their
fighters at an Independence Day parade brandishing US assault weapons.
The parade took place in the city of Qalat, the capital of Zabul province, on Thursday.
The photographs show a Taliban unit carrying M4 carbines, which were supplied by
the US to Afghan forces in recent years.
A similar parade was held in Kandahar in the south.

In seizing military bases across Afghanistan, the Taliban captured huge stocks of
weapons and vehicles, including modern mine-resistant vehicles (MRAPs) and
Humvees. Fighters have also been seen patrolling with US M16 rifles in recent days.
The last flights from Kabul inch closer
Taliban spokespeople have spent much of the past week stressing that the group will
run a more tolerant regime than the one that repressed millions when last in power
until it was ousted by US-led forces in 2001.
The spokesman for the Taliban's political office in Doha, Suhail Shaheen, told CNN
on Monday the group is committed to an "inclusive Islamic government," and
repeated assurances that those involved with the Afghan state over the past two
decades would be given amnesty.
But a pattern of repression has already emerged in towns and cities around
Afghanistan. On Thursday, the country's independence day, Taliban patrols circled
Kabul, blasting sirens and following marches that displayed the Afghan national flag.
And in the provinces, which sit mostly away from the glare of international
media, militants have fired guns and beaten protesters who removed the Taliban's
flag from town squares.
The clampdowns are particularly concerning given the looming departure of the last
US troops from Afghanistan. Those forces have been securing the military side of
Kabul's airport, and once they leave, the last chance to escape the country could
vanish for the thousands who have crowded the facility all week.
Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said there has been "no decision to change" the
August 31 deadline to withdraw all US troops from Afghanistan. If such a decision is
made, it would require further discussions with the Taliban, Kirby said.
The scene at Kabul's international airport has grown more desperate and chaotic as
the week has worn on. On Thursday, crowds outside swelled and multiple Afghans
told CNN they had been refused passage through Taliban checkpoints despite having
the correct paperwork.
The US evacuated around another 3,000 people on Thursday, and have removed
14,000 people since late July, according to a White House official, quoted in the latest
pool update on noncombatant evacuations conducted by the US military.
But President Joe Biden's administration remains under intense scrutiny, after Biden
stood by his unapologetic stance on the decision to withdraw US troops.
And images, videos and stories from outside the airport continue to rattle observers.
On Thursday, Afghanistan's General Directorate of Body and Sports confirmed that a
teenager on Afghanistan's youth national football team was one of the victims who fell
from a US military C-17 aircraft on Monday.

"With great regret and sadness, we obtained information that Zaki Anwari, one of the
youth footballers of the national team, has lost his life in a horrible incident," it said
in a statement.
Anwari was "endeavoring to leave the country like hundreds other youth from his
country," it continued. "He has fallen down from the US military plane and lost his
life."

Taliban 'carrying out door-to door manhunt'
BBC News
The Taliban have stepped up their search for people who worked for Nato forces or
the previous Afghan government, a UN document has warned.
It said the militants have been going door-to-door to find targets and threatening
their family members.
The hard-line Islamist group has tried to reassure Afghans since seizing
power, promising there would be "no revenge".
But there are fears the Taliban have changed little since the brutal 1990s.
The warning the group were targeting "collaborators" came in a confidential
document by the RHIPTO Norwegian Center for Global Analyses, which provides
intelligence to the UN.
"There are a high number of individuals that are currently being targeted by the
Taliban and the threat is crystal clear," Christian Nellemann, who heads the group
behind the report, told the BBC.
"It is in writing that, unless they give themselves in, the Taliban will arrest and
prosecute, interrogate and punish family members on behalf of those individuals."
He warned that anyone on the Taliban's blacklist was in severe danger, and that there
could be mass executions.
In other developments:
More anti-Taliban protests have taken place in several cities. In the capital Kabul,
demonstrators waved the national flag while there were reportedly casualties among
protesters in Asadabad
One of those who died falling from a US plane leaving Kabul has been identified as
19-year-old Zaki Anwari, who played for Afghanistan's national youth football team
Foreign powers are continuing their efforts to get their nationals out of Afghanistan.
The US says it has evacuated 7,000 people since 14 August
Outside Kabul airport the situation remains chaotic. The Taliban has been blocking
Afghans trying to flee, one video showed a child being handed to a US soldier
The Taliban now control thousands of US-made armoured vehicles, 30-40 aircraft
and a large number of small arms, US officials told Reuters
The Taliban captured Kabul on Sunday, having swept across the country as foreign
forces withdrew.

Their victory returns the group to power 20 years on from when they were toppled in
a US-led invasion.
The group's previous stint in power saw widespread abuses, including public
executions and banning women from the workplace.
But in their first news conference since retaking control of Afghanistan, the group
presented a conciliatory tone, promising women's rights would be respected "within
the framework of Islamic law".

EPA The warning comes despite the Taliban saying they would not carry out revenge
on Afghans
They also said they did not want "any internal or external enemies" and that there
would be an amnesty for former members of the security forces and those who worked
with foreign powers.
International powers - and many Afghans - remain sceptical.
The UN chief Antonio Guterres said the only leverage the body had over the Taliban
was the militant's desire for international recognition.
Asked in an interview if he thought the Taliban had changed, US President Joe Biden
said no, adding the group faced an "existential" choice about whether they want to be
recognised.

US veterans say watching the Taliban take over was heartbreaking and has some
questioning what they fought for
Ryan Pickrell) (pickrell@businessinsider.com ) - Business Insider

Alejandro Licea/US Army/Reuters A US soldier assigned to the Headquarters and
Headquarters Battalion, 1st Armored Division watches as a UH-60 Blackhawk
Helicopter prepares to land during an advise and assistance mission in southeastern
Afghanistan, August 4, 2019. Alejandro Licea/US Army/Reuters
Watching the Taliban retake control of Afghanistan after the US spent hundreds of
billions of dollars and saw thousands of Americans killed or wounded over two
decades of war has left some US veterans of this war asking whether their own
service and the sacrifices of their comrades were worth it.
There is no such thing as the one veteran perspective, as people experience conflict in
their own way.
Four US military veterans who served in varying roles in different stages of the war
in Afghanistan shared their experiences and observations with Insider over the past
week, with some expressing frustration and others disappointment with recent
developments.
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'Looking back, it breaks my heart'
Adrian Bonenberger served as a US Army infantry officer and deployed twice to
Afghanistan. When he left the war-torn country in 2011, he was hopeful. Those hopes
were dashed just days ago as a nationwide Taliban offensive reached the capital.
"After my first deployment, I was pretty negative about how things were going in
Afghanistan," he said. "By the end of my second deployment, I was guardedly
optimistic."
"It felt like something could be brought together," he recalled, explaining that he saw
signs of progress, especially with the Afghan forces he saw starting to step up.
As cities were falling to the Taliban last week, Bonenberger said that it was "really
hard" to watch, explaining that he believes "it's caused a lot of Afghan vets, a lot of
Afghan hands like myself, to really question what we were doing there."
"Looking back," he said, "it breaks my heart seeing what's happening in Afghanistan
and seeing ANSF incur losses, surrender, and suffer reverses," referring to the
Afghan National Security Forces.
After Taliban insurgents took Kabul, he said that the US vision for Afghanistan was
apparently embraced by only a few political leaders, while most were merely "waiting
for the Taliban to return."
"My cap's off to the ANSF police and soldiers who put up a brave fight for the months
they were in charge of defense and who were failed by their government," he said.
"Now, we ought to do whatever we can for the Afghans who bought into the
self-deception for which we paid so much money," he said. "It's the least we can do
for them."
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'You can't leave the way we left'
Brian Eisch served as a US Army soldier who was shot three times in 2010 trying to
save a Afghan partner outside of Kunduz. He lost a leg as a result of his injuries.
"You can't leave the way we left. We didn't fix anything," Eisch said, arguing that "we
basically put up a huge banner that said, 'Hey, Taliban people, we're leaving. Come
back.'"
Talking to Insider before the complete collapse, he said that the Taliban did not hold
up their end of the deal and that the US should have been willing to hold them
accountable.
Watching the Taliban take over Kunduz in the country's northeast, Eisch said, "I look
down at my prosthetic leg and go, 'What the hell? What was that for?' I think about …
the three guys we lost in our battalion. It's like, was it worth it? I don't know."
He said that when he was in Afghanistan, he felt like the US was making progress
there. He said there were difficulties working with the Afghan forces, explaining that
"they're just trying to survive" and that there were high levels of incompetence, but
overall, things appeared to be moving in a positive direction.
Asked now if he feels the US made a difference, Eisch said, "The hope is there. You
remember the well you put in at the girl's school. You hope you do, but I don't know."
After the Taliban takeover, he lamented the widespread corruption in Afghanistan and
told Insider that he's "starting to wonder if Afghanistan is one of those places that will
always just be a cesspool of conflict."
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'It is disheartening'
Tom Porter served in the Navy Reserve and deployed to Afghanistan in 2010 as a
public affairs officer, where he worked with local and foreign media and contributed
to the development of Afghan government media operations.
"Seeing all the progress over the years, it is disheartening," he said last week as the
Taliban was quickly seizing control of the country, calling the speed at which the
Taliban advanced "alarming."
He said it hit close when Taliban forces murdered the director of the Afghan
government's media information center. He worked with one of his predecessors.
Reflecting on recent developments in Afghanistan, Porter said that "you're going to
have lots of veterans that are going to take a renewed look at that - and they are
doing that now - and wonder whether their service was worth it."
"Their service was worth it," he said, pointing to the educational and economic
developments in Afghanistan. "Hopefully the Afghan people continue to press forward
in the face of this increased challenge to their new way of life."
Porter said there will be time for after-action reviews, but for now, the top priority is
to "expeditiously evacuate all American personnel and the many thousands of
Afghans who partnered with American forces over the last 20 years."
"They stood shoulder to shoulder with us and our NATO allies at their own personal
risk," he stressed. "We need to keep our promises to them and get them to safety
now."

US Army/Spc. Sara Wakai A US Army soldier provides security during an advise and
assist mission in Afghanistan, April 10, 2014. US Army/Spc. Sara Wakai
'It was always going to happen'
Philip Grant served in the Army and deployed twice to Afghanistan, with the last
deployment ending in 2008.

He said that working with the ANSF was a challenge, particularly because "their
motive was really just to be able to survive."
"We were trying to teach them how we operate, and it was completely different from
anything they'd experienced," Grant said. "It didn't really work over there."
He recalled seeing indications that the Afghans would adapt and cater to whoever
was there, be it the Americans or the Taliban. Talking about the collapse, he said,
"We all knew this was going to happen. The second we left, the Taliban would take
over."
"It was always going to happen," Grant said.
Thinking about his own service, he explained that he did his job honorably, telling
Insider that US troops did the best they could and that he is "sure we made a positive
impact on a lot of people."
"What sucks the most is knowing that guys I served with died over there," Grant said.
"I feel bad for the people too. But the part that sucks is knowing that people died that
I served with and other guys that were serving their country, and now it's just not
going to be of any benefit to anybody."

Taliban Executes Police Chief Of Badghis Province After Surrender
Fatma Khaled - Newsweek
The Taliban on Wednesday executed Haji Mullah Achakzai, the police chief of the
Badghis province near Herat, Afghanistan.

Credits to security advisor Nasser Waziri The Taliban arrested Badghis province
police chief Haji Mullah Achakzai and executed him on Wednesday night. Above on
the left, Achakzai can be seen standing and wearing his uniform and on the right he
can be seen kneeling only moments before the Taliban fatally shot him.

In a video that circulated on Twitter on Thursday, Achakzai can be seen blindfolded,
kneeling down on his knees as he was surrounded by Taliban individuals who shot
him several times.
The group shared the video through a Taliban-related network, Afghan security
advisor Nasser Waziri, who personally knew Achakzai, told Newsweek on Thursday.
The video was verified by other police officers and government officials, according to
Waziri.
The insurgents have been on the lookout for Achakzai who long-fought the Taliban
alongside the Afghan civil government which fell as the insurgents took control of the
nation.
"He was surrounded by the Taliban and had no choice but to surrender last night,"
Waziri said. "The Taliban targeted Achakzai because he was a high-ranking
intelligence official."
Achakzai is one of many civil government officials who are currently targeted by the
Taliban, who quickly took control of the nation.
Waziri said that he and other senior advisors recently set up an online private group
chat that includes up to 100 Afghan officials who used to work with the civil
government. Governors, local authority figures, high ranking police officers and
senior advisers, among others, are part of this group.
He said that the purpose of this communication channel is to check on the
whereabouts of each individual and to make sure that they are safe and out of the
Taliban's reach.
To stay safe, they access the group through VPNs and delete their messages later,
according to Waziri. They also have inside information about where and who the
Taliban will hit next.
Waziri said that when the Taliban were able to hack into the Afghan intelligence
database to track down government officials, they accessed information, photographs,
biometrics and national identification documents. As of Monday they started
"door-to-door investigations."
A door-to-door investigation is how the Taliban spots targeted individuals through
families, according to Waziri. They threaten and abuse those individuals' families to
reveal their whereabouts.
One of Waziri's friends, a district governor who hasn't been identified for security
reasons, has been hiding in Kabul as the Taliban recently visited some of his family
members in Nurstin, an Afghan province.
"They [the Taliban] took the family out of their house and hit them so that they could
give information on which city he can be," Waziri said.

Many Afghans are seeking evacuations to escape the risks they might face under the
Taliban.
About 100,000 Afghans were seeking evacuation via a special U.S. visa program that
provides refuge for those who worked with Americans, as well as their family
members, the Associated Press reported on Thursday.
Rebecca Heller, head of the U.S.-based International Refugee Assistance Program,
said an Afghan client told her that the Taliban killed five translators in the past two
days for working with the United States.
Waziri expects the crisis in the country to escalate under the Taliban, impacting
day-to-day lives.
"Afghanistan now has limited internet service and all banks are closed now as some
areas have no access to food," Waziri said.

