The latest News Around Us in Aug_08
Pressed by U.S., Mexico hastens migrant expulsions with flights south
Dave Graham and Laura Gottesdiener - Reuters

Reuters/JOSE LUIS GONZALEZ Migrants queue outside of a National Institute of
Migration (INM) building in Ciudad Juarez
MEXICO CITY (Reuters) - Under pressure from the U.S. government to contain
illegal immigration, Mexico has been quietly flying thousands of undocumented
migrants to the south of the country to expedite their departure, according to officials
and migrants.
The government said in late May
https://www.gob.mx/inm/prensa/realiza-inm-retorno-asistido-de-932-personas-migra
ntes-rescatadas-en-la-frontera-de-mexico-con-estados-unidos?idiom=es
It had carried out four return flights of migrants as it began a so-called "air bridge"
south, without saying how many people were on them.
Mexico has now sent roughly 13,000 people from northern cities to its southern
border on about 100 flights, complementing U.S. efforts
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/exclusive-us-starts-flying-migrant-families-into-me
xico-far-border-source-2021-08-06
to return migrants to Central America, two Mexican officials familiar with the matter
said.
Some 1,200 people were flown south in the past week alone, they said. The figures
have not been previously reported.

Mexico's National Migration Institute declined to comment. The foreign ministry said
in a statement it supported a humane migratory system that respected national and
international law, and was working with Washington to tackle the causes of
migration.
The migrant flights come as the Biden administration faces increasing criticism over
its management of the issue.
"This is all being done to accommodate the Americans, who are very worried about
migration," said one of the Mexican officials. "Efforts are being made to speed up
expulsions."
Mexico, meanwhile, is pushing for the United States to lift restrictions on
non-essential travel across their shared border that were imposed during the
pandemic.
The U.S. State Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Earlier this month, the U.S. administration of President Joe Biden began flying
Central American and Mexican families to southern Mexico to deter migration resuming a practice seen under his predecessor Donald Trump.
The migrants put on the Mexican domestic flights were from all over the world and
had either been detained under Mexican law, or expelled from the United States
under measures such as Title 42, a mechanism used to expedite removals in the
pandemic under the Trump administration, one of the officials said.
Apprehensions of undocumented migrants on the U.S. southern border with Mexico
have leapt in 2021, piling pressure on Biden, and with it, the Mexican government to
stem the flow.
Since October of last year, U.S. agents have conducted 1,276,000 apprehensions or
expulsions of migrants crossing the U.S. border illegally, including nearly 200,000 in
July alone.
On Tuesday, a flight carrying dozens of migrants, including children, landed in the
southern city of Tapachula, according to a Reuters witness and observers from the
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA), an advocacy group.
Mexican authorities then loaded the migrants onto buses, drove them about a half an
hour to a remote border crossing, and instructed them to walk across the pedestrian
bridge into Guatemala, according to the witnesses.
A member of Mexico's National Guard in Tapachula said that when the planes land,
the migrants are transported on immigration agency buses to crossing points in
Talisman and Ciudad Hidalgo, from which they enter Guatemala.
Guatemala's government did not respond to a request for comment.
Among those on Tuesday's flight was Antonio, a 26-year-old Honduran, who broke
down in tears after he and his young son found themselves in the tiny Guatemalan
town of El Carmen.

Declining to give his last name, Antonio said that he and his boy were apprehended
by Mexican immigration authorities in the northern city of Monterrey and made to
board the southbound plane, despite hoping to seek asylum in Mexico.
Arturo Viscarra, staff attorney with CHIRLA, which has documented the Mexican
flights, argued the process was denying migrants asylum rights, leaving them
"dumped in the middle of the night in Guatemala," vulnerable to deprivation and
crime.
Antonio echoed that concern.
"I don't have a single peso," he said, weeping. "And my son hasn't even eaten since
yesterday."
Mexico's government in its statement said it was committed to protecting the rights of
migrants and asylum seekers.
(Reporting by Dave Graham and Laura Gottesdiener; Additional reporting by Jose
Torres in Tapachula; Editing by Sonya Hepinstall)

Death toll from massive Haiti earthquake soars past 700
Ingrid Arnesen & Anthony Faiola - The Washington Post
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — The death toll from Haiti’s massive earthquake has
more than doubled to 724, authorities said Sunday, as government officials sought aid
from U.S. first responders.
Tropical Storm Grace bore down on the ravaged country with heavy rains forecast
for Monday, threatening to further complicate relief efforts.
As Haitians used crude tools to dig through collapsed homes and buildings, USAID
prepared to deploy a 59-member search and rescue team on Sunday from Fairfax
County, Virginia.
The United Nations warned that relief operations were confronting “restrictions” due
to the presence of violent gangs “hindering the capacity of humanitarian actors to
operate normally and reach affected populations.”

Joseph Odelyn/AP A family eats breakfast in front of homes destroyed by a 7.2
magnitude earthquake in Les Cayes, Haiti, Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021.
“We want [U.S. first responders] to help,” said Haitian Ambassador to the United
States Bocchit Edmond, who said he had also requested a search-and-rescue team
from Miami-Dade County.
“We have news that in some parts of the country there are probably people under
rubble, and we want to give them a chance.”
The 7.2-magnitude earthquake struck Haiti at 8:29 a.m. Saturday. It was stronger,
though centered farther from the capital, than the devastating 2010 earthquake that
killed more than 220,000 people.
Officials and witnesses said the southern and western areas of the country sustained
devastating damage.
Haiti's civil protection office reported at least 724 deaths, more than double the 304
reported the night before. At least 2,800 people were injured and nearly 7,000 people
had been left homeless.
The death toll is expected to rise amid reports that some neighborhoods, which
authorities had yet to reach, had been leveled.

Joseph Odelyn/AP People displaced by Saturday´s 7.2 magnitude earthquake collect
water after sleeping in the streets in Les Cayes, Haiti, Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021.
Authorities mobilized teams to clear roads and bridges that were either damaged by
the earthquake or blocked by landslides and deploy medical supplies and food to
disaster sites. But local officials said it was not enough. Hospitals were overwhelmed,
and ordinary citizens were joining efforts to find survivors. Thousands of homes and
also schools, churches and at least one hospital have been damaged or destroyed, the
United Nations said.
At least three urban areas in the southern region — Jeremie, Les Cayes and
Baradères — suffered major damage, with fears of broader damage in villages and
towns closer to the epicenter. High call traffic jammed lines earlier in the day, but
cellular phone infrastructure in the area remained operational.
Milord Claude Harry, the mayor of Jeremie, a coastal town of 31,000, said 400
families whose homes were destroyed were sleeping on the streets. He said Jeremie
and communities on its outskirts were running out of water and medicine.
He said search and rescue teams from the Haitian Police and the Haitian health
department were being joined by volunteers. There still had been no contact with
more remote communities, he said.
“People there are on their own,” Harry said.

Republicans trash Afghanistan 'embarrassment' in closed-door briefing
By Sarah Ferris, Olivia Beavers & Heather Caygle - Political

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy exploded in anger over President Joe
Biden’s handling of the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan during a private briefing
with senior administration officials on Sunday, calling it an “embarrassment” that
will reverberate for decades.

Andrew Harnik/AP Photo House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy at one point
comparing the situation in Afghanistan to Vietnam
The California Republican accused the Biden administration of lacking a clear plan
as U.S. forces departed the country after nearly 20 years— at one point comparing
the situation to Vietnam, in the latest display of GOP outrage over U.S. attempts to
end its longest-running war.
“I have passion and I have anger. I want to know where President [Ashraf] Ghani is,”
McCarthy said, according to two people listening to the call.
McCarthy — who was largely quiet about former President Donald Trump's efforts to
broker a peace deal with the Taliban during his presidency — then warned about
potential risks here in the U.S.: “We have to look to our own border. Are we secure at
home over the coming weeks?”
The outburst from McCarthy came on a nearly hour-long call with Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Mark Milley. The briefing, which was unclassified, took place just moments
after officials confirmed the Afghan president fled the country — lawmakers’ first
chance to hear directly from White House officials since Taliban began recapturing
key Afghan areas.
As the call was going on, the Afghan government was on the brink of full collapse,
with the Taliban in the process off seizing Kabul, the country’s capital, and U.S.
officials preparing to shutter its embassy there.

In response to the GOP criticisms, Austin pointed to the weak resolve of the Afghan
military to fight off the terrorist group, remarking that they “can’t buy will and can’t
purchase leadership,” according to people on the call. These remarks however
angered Republicans listening to the call like Rep. Mike Waltz (R-Fla.), who served in
Afghanistan, who saw the administration blaming their policy failure on Afghans who
fought and died alongside U.S. forces throughout the course of the war.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi — who began her remarks by thanking Biden for his “clarity of
purpose” — raised additional questions about the treatment of Afghanistan women
and how the U.S. was working with non-governmental organizations that remained in
the country, according to sources on the call.
Blinken said he could not give answers on the unclassified call, but would follow-up
on a secure line, a response that further incensed Republicans.
One other House GOP lawmaker spoke up on the call, Rep. Peter Meijer (R-Mich.),
an Army veteran. Meijer pressed officials whether there is enough fuel for all the
flights evacuating U.S. officials, citizens and allies from the encroaching Taliban
advance.
Sunday’s briefing for House members — which was followed by an identical briefing
for senators — is only the first chance for lawmakers to press the Pentagon for
answers about the deteriorating situation on the ground in Afghanistan. Lawmakers
are also scheduled to receive a classified briefing when the House returns the week of
Aug. 23.
Still, several GOP lawmakers, including McCarthy, have complained they’ve received
almost no information about the strategy, and didn’t have enough time to ask
questions on the call.
Earlier Sunday, Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) pummeled the Biden administration’s
handling of the Taliban’s rapid-fire military triumph in Afghanistan as
“inexcusable.”
Cheney, for whom the war in Afghanistan is part of her family’s political legacy, said
the U.S. had failed the people of Afghanistan — and that its recent actions would
make the nation's allies doubt whether they can trust the United States.
"It's not just that people predicted this would happen; everyone was warned that this
would happen. We’ve now created a situation where as we get to the 20th anniversary
of 9/11, we are surrendering Afghanistan to the terrorist organization that housed al
Qaeda when they
One day earlier, Cheney blamed both Biden and Trump for the current crisis in
Afghanistan.
"The Trump/Biden calamity unfolding in Afghanistan began with the Trump
administration negotiating with terrorists and pretending they were partners for
peace, and is ending with American surrender as Biden abandons the country to our
terrorist enemies, "she tweeted.

Cheney’s father, Dick Cheney, was vice president in 2001 when the U.S. launched an
invasion of Afghanistan in response to the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States. That
invasion ousted the Taliban and drove Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda into the
mountains of Pakistan, though the Taliban was able to regroup and extend fighting
over the next two decades. Bin Laden was assassinated by U.S. forces in Pakistan in
2011.
Twenty years of U.S. support had failed to provide stability or prosperity to the Asian
nation, nor extinguished the threat from the Taliban. But Cheney said that those who
claim the U.S. departure from this war was overdue because total victory was never
going to be attainable didn’t see the situation correctly.
“This is not ending the war. What this is doing actually is perpetuating it,” she
argued.
(David Cohen contributed to this report.)

Biden’s Betrayal of Afghans Will Live in Infamy
George Packer - The Atlantis
There’s plenty of blame to go around for the 20-year debacle in Afghanistan—enough
to fill a library of books. Perhaps the effort to rebuild the country was doomed from
the start. But our abandonment of the Afghans who helped us, counted on us, staked
their lives on us, is a final, gratuitous shame that we could have avoided.
The Biden administration failed to heed the warnings on Afghanistan, failed to act
with urgency—and its failure has left tens of thousands of Afghans to a terrible fate.
This betrayal will live in infamy. The burden of shame falls on President Joe Biden.

Paula Bronstein / Getty Applicants for a special immigrant visa crowd into a Kabul
internet cafe on August 8, 2021.

Khan, an Afghan interpreter I first wrote about in March, is on the verge of escaping
from Afghanistan with his wife and small son. Three clocks are ticking. The first is his
wife’s pregnancy. She’s at 34 weeks—two more weeks and she’ll no longer be
allowed to board a flight out of Afghanistan.
The second clock is the availability of a visa to the United States and an air ticket.
After years of waiting, yesterday Khan finally received his Special Immigrant Visa as
one among thousands of Afghans who worked for the U.S. military.
By then, amid the general panic of Afghans trying to get out of the country, ticket
prices to Europe and the U.S. had doubled, from $800 to $1,600, and seats were
going fast. A travel agent told Khan that none were available until the end of August,
but yesterday morning, Khan’s pro bono lawyer, Julie Kornfeld of the International
Refugee Assistance Project, managed to book him seats on a Turkish Airlines flight on
Tuesday.
The third clock is the Taliban. In the past week, every city except Kabul fell to the
insurgents. A few days ago, U.S. intelligence sources predicted that Kabul could go as
soon as next month. This morning, the Taliban are at the city gates, preparing to
enter the capital and seize total power.
“I think when they enter Kabul, first they will block the airport, because they do not
want us to escape,” Khan told me by phone from Kabul. Just as he seems to have
obtained everything he needs to save himself and his family, it might be too late.
In recent days Kabul became the last point of escape for Afghans who fear for their
lives under the return of the Taliban. Every provincial capital has fallen to the
insurgent offensive; regional airports have closed; roads to Kabul and the borders
are being controlled by Taliban checkpoints; government-security forces are in a
state of collapse across the country.
The U.S. has sent several thousand Marines to assist with the evacuation of embassy
personnel, even as those officials deal with the flood of visa applications and
entreaties from interpreters and others with American connections.
Today, the U.S. government is more focused on saving our own than on saving the
Afghans who counted on us. For many of them, time is running out. For some, it
already has.
All of this was foreseeable—all of it was foreseen. For months, members of Congress
and advocates in refugee, veteran, and human-rights organizations have been urging
the Biden administration to evacuate America’s Afghan allies on an emergency basis.
For months, dire warnings have appeared in the press. The administration’s answers
were never adequate: We’re waiting for Congress to streamline the application
process.
Half the interpreters we’ve given visas don’t want to leave. We don’t want to panic
the Afghan people and cause the government in Kabul to collapse. Evacuation to a
U.S. territory like Guam could lead to legal problems, so we’re looking for

third-country hosts in the region. Most of the interpreters are in Kabul, and Kabul
won’t fall for at least six months.
Some of these answers might have been sincere. All of them were irrelevant,
self-deceiving, or flat-out false. While some officials in the State Department, the
Pentagon, and the White House itself pushed quietly for more urgent measures that
might have averted catastrophe, Biden resisted—as if he wouldn’t allow Afghanistan
to interfere with his priorities, as if he were done with Afghanistan the minute he
announced the withdrawal of all remaining U.S. forces.
This hardness is perplexing in a president who spent years in the Senate working on
behalf of genocide victims and war refugees; who once promised an Afghan
schoolgirl that he would make sure the U.S. didn’t abandon her; who cares intensely
about the welfare of American troops.
Veterans, with their code of leaving no one behind on the battlefield, have been
among the most passionate advocates for Afghan interpreters.
A retired officer involved in discussions with high-ranking administration officials
told me that the Veterans Administration plans to offer counseling to Afghanistan vets
who will experience the trauma of losing their Afghan comrades to beheading by the
Taliban. The retired officer struggled to understand Biden’s resistance.
“If his son Beau were still alive today, he would be able to communicate to his father
in a way that he’d be receptive,” the veteran told me.
“I don’t know who else would be able to do that. I’ve literally thought, How do I try
to get a message to the first lady? She and Michelle were both very engaged with
military families and veteran issues. I thought she could convey the message in a way
the president might be receptive.”
In the past month, about 1,200 interpreters and family members have been evacuated
on flights from Kabul to Fort Lee, Virginia—but they had already received final visa
approval.
The U.S. embassy in Kabul began pushing to expedite thousands of remaining
applications. But in the absence of any organized evacuation by the U.S. government,
Americans in civil-society institutions tried to fill the void and scrambled to save their
Afghan associates.
Foundations and well-connected donors have been negotiating with countries such as
Albania and Qatar to accept charter flights full of Afghan
passengers—women’s-rights leaders, human-rights activists, teachers, journalists,
administrative staff—on a temporary basis.
Journalists are getting desperate calls from former fixers—only to find that the P2
refugee program, created by the administration to resettle Afghans who have worked
for American media and nonprofit organizations and the U.S. Agency for
International Development, exists on paper and nowhere else.

Last month, Bard College and the Open Society University Network sent out a call to
Afghan graduates of American programs in Afghanistan and the region. Immediately
120 replies came back.
“I had a student this summer who had to miss class because ‘the Taliban surrounded
our town.’ She indicated to me her final paper would be late because a bomb blew up
her house,” Jonathan Becker, a senior executive at both institutions, told me. “This is
a tragedy of epic proportions.”
After reading Honorable Exit, Thurston Clarke’s account of efforts by individual
Americans to save their Vietnamese allies before the fall of Saigon in 1975, Becker
realized how little time was left. In recent days Bard and Open Society have appealed
to universities in the region to host Afghan evacuees, and to foundations and board
members to pay as much as $400,000 to charter flights out of Afghanistan.
“In many cases we have institutions to host them. Colleges, universities, and funders
are stepping up,” Becker said. “That is not a problem. The challenge is the time to
get people out and get them visas into those countries.”
The chaos produced by the Biden administration’s delays has given an outsize role to
sheer randomness, as twists of fate save one Afghan and doom another. Hakim is an
interpreter who worked alongside NATO combat units.
His first visa application, like those of so many others, was denied on spurious
bureaucratic grounds. His second attempt hung in limbo for years as he tried to track
down the human-resources department of the military contractor that had employed
him and that subsequently went through several changes of ownership and name.
This past June, his home district came under Taliban attack. He fled with his wife and
three young children to the provincial capital, where he hunkered down while
awaiting news from the U.S. “Always I’m thinking about this, how I will support my
family, feed my family, feed my kids,” he told me in June.
“I do not have money; I’m broke. If I had money I could move my family to Kabul or
to India or another country to be there temporarily, and after that I could continue my
case.”
He grew a beard and mustache, wiped his phone and flash drive, and stored all his
vital information on a website. He made himself unidentifiable.
Hakim’s case began to make a little progress. He finally got a reply from the
contractor, with the help of a U.S. Army colonel, and the H.R. department confirmed
his employment. The next step was for the U.S. embassy in Kabul to verify it.
Then, last week, the provincial capital where he was living fell to the Taliban.
Insurgents poured into the center of the city. On his way to the bazaar, Hakim saw
them rounding up suspected thieves and marking their faces with coal.
“This blacking the face—maybe they will cut the hands,” he said. “They will do bad
things. They didn’t change. They are the same like 20 years ago. They didn’t change.”

With the airport now closed, Hakim’s only option is to travel overland to Kabul,
hundreds of miles away across Taliban territory. Even if he makes it, his application
is so far from the finish line that his chances of receiving approval before the last exit
closes and the last American flees the country are extremely slim; and Kabul is about
to fall.
If Hakim’s first attempt at a visa had been judged fairly, he and his family would have
a chance to make it out. As it stands, escape is almost impossible. But despite the long
odds, he kept urging me to contact someone at the Kabul embassy on his behalf.
“Please tell the U.S. embassy, ‘This is the case number of Hakim. He is in a very, very
urgent situation. His recommendation letter is confirmed.’ Somehow I will find a way
to Kabul. I know the flights are not open, but I will reach by the buses.
I will put my life in danger, my family’s life in danger, and will try to reach myself to
Kabul in other ways—for example, I will tell a lie, that I am going to Pakistan or
other countries to cure myself, that I am sick like this.” Hakim’s voice had grown
eerily calm. “Somehow I will find a way for me.”
Khan was among the more fortunate. After several years of effort, his application was
further advanced than Hakim’s, and in late July he finally received an appointment
for his interview at the U.S. embassy in Kabul. With his home province collapsing
under Taliban attacks, he, his wife, and their small son boarded an ambulance
taxi—safer than a regular taxi, though more expensive.
They had a good cover story—that she needed medical attention for her pregnancy.
Khan kept all his documents, the evidence of his years of work for Americans in
Afghanistan, hidden under his wife’s burka. He wiped his phone clean—the Taliban
are known to check even Google search histories.
On the way to Kabul the ambulance passed two insurgent checkpoints. At the first
they were allowed through; at the second they were stopped. Insurgents glanced
inside before letting the ambulance continue, but Khan saw them questioning
passengers of other vehicles.
“The people they were searching, all of them were young, like 20 years to 35 years,
all of them their beards were cut, shaved,” he told me.
“I think they were searching for people who worked with U.S. forces. They have
information at this time most of the people are going to Kabul for interviews,
medicals, evacuations. They were searching for modern people.”
Khan and his family made it to Kabul and looked for a place to stay. They kept
changing residences out of mistrust of the people around them. A room in central
Kabul, near the fortified diplomatic zone, seemed safe; Khan’s new neighbors
included refugees from the Taliban offensive around the country. Then, one day, there
were two loud explosions nearby, followed by hours of gunfire, as insurgents attacked
the house of the defense minister.

The interview with an embassy consular officer on July 29 seemed to go well, but
Khan had no idea how long the remaining steps—a medical exam and the issuance of
visas—would take.
Some Afghans had to wait weeks, even months, for final approval. Khan and his
family couldn’t afford to stay in the capital more than a couple of weeks, but going
back and forth between Kabul and his home province, with the Taliban conquering
more territory every day, was unthinkable.
The family decided to stay in Kabul, and they received some support from the
International Refugee Assistance Project.
I helped too, sending him $1,000 and contacting the office of Representative Jason
Crow, a Colorado Democrat and Army veteran who has led the effort in Congress to
save the Afghan interpreters. Crow’s aides brought Khan’s case and the urgency of
his wife’s pregnancy to the attention of their contact at the State Department.
And because of bad luck and good luck—because the Taliban had killed his
brother-in-law, another interpreter, in January; because the murder had brought
Khan to the attention of a few people in the U.S.; because Khan now had a few
Americans working on his behalf; because of the breakdown of order in Afghanistan
and in the U.S. bureaucracy—things moved very quickly.
The medical exam was completed and the results forwarded to the embassy in record
time. Khan was told to look for an email approving the visas. But the email didn’t
come. He and his family went back to waiting. In early August, province after
province fell to the Taliban. Suddenly the collapse of Kabul seemed imminent.
“Most of the people are in panic. If there is any way, no one will stay here,” Khan
told me last Friday from his rented room. He had gone to the travel agency and found
a scene of pandemonium.
He learned that he couldn’t buy air tickets without visas and cash, which he still
didn’t have. “If you do not book tickets soon,” the travel agent told Khan, “they will
not be available because people are leaving; there is much rush, and also the prices
will go up again.”
On Saturday, Khan walked to the U.S. embassy, showed his papers to the guard, and
was allowed inside without an appointment. In the consular office—it was open and
crowded in spite of the weekend—he was given the family’s passports, stamped with
U.S. visas. They had been ready since Wednesday but the embassy had neglected to
send Khan an email.
At the travel agency Khan heard that there were no seats left on any flights before
August 27. By then his wife would be unable to fly, the government of President
Ashraf Ghani would have fled, the Americans would be in full evacuation mode, and
Kabul would lie open to the Taliban.

But on Saturday morning in the U.S., Julie Kornfeld, the pro bono lawyer who has
been advising Khan, found three seats on a Turkish Airlines flight and an
organization called Miles4Migrants to pay the cost.
Khan and his family were scheduled to leave Afghanistan on Tuesday and arrive in
Houston on Thursday. With the U.S. visas and tickets in hand, Khan told me that
Saturday, August 14, 2021, was the happiest day of his life. He sent me a video of his
3-year-old son in their rented room, dancing an Afghan dance of celebration.
Today, Sunday, the Taliban are in Kabul. President Ashraf Ghani has reportedly fled
to Tajikistan. American officials are burning sensitive documents and evacuating the
embassy for the airport. All the Western diplomatic missions are being abandoned.
The neighborhood where Khan was renting a room has become dangerous, and he
and his family have fled, walking six miles to another hiding place. He needs to find a
facility that will administer the COVID-19 tests required by the airlines. He needs to
get his family to the airport. He needs two more days.

The fall of Saigon: As Taliban enters Kabul, the Vietnam War’s final days
remembered
Gillian Brockell - The washington Post
President Gerald Ford was in a meeting with his energy team when his deputy
national security adviser came in and passed him a note. It warned that Saigon was
falling, and faster than expected.

Huber Van Es/Bettmann Archive A CIA employee (probably O.B. Harnage) helps
Vietnamese evacuees onto an Air America helicopter from the top of 22 Gia Long
Street, a half mile from the U.S. Embassy on April 29, 1975.

Congress and the Pentagon had been pressuring him for weeks to move faster on
evacuating Americans and their South Vietnamese allies, and now time was running
out.
That’s what Ford faced on the evening of April 28, 1975, and it is history repeating
itself now. After 20 years of U.S. involvement, the Taliban entered the Afghan capital,
Kabul. on Sunday morning, as the United States scrambled to evacuate embassy staff
and accelerate the rescue and relocation of Afghans who aided the U.S. military.
Helicopters began landing at the U.S. Embassy early Sunday and armored diplomatic
vehicles were seen leaving the area around the compound, the Associated Press
reported. Smoke rose from the embassy’s roof as diplomats destroyed documents to
keep them from falling into the Taliban’s hands, anonymous U.S. military officials
told the AP.
In 1975, Ford met with his National Security Council in the Roosevelt Room. Though
his predecessor, Richard M. Nixon, had pulled American troops out of the war two
years earlier, diplomats, intelligence officers and a small number of service members
remained.
Some were at the Defense Attache Office at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, some were at the
U.S. Embassy in the city center and some were still in their homes. Plus, thousands of
South Vietnamese who had helped the United States were begging for help getting
out.

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library/National Archives and Records
Administration President Ford meets with the National Security Council on the
situation in Saigon, April 28, 1975. (clockwise, left to right) CIA Director William
Colby; Deputy Secretary of State Robert S. Ingersoll; Henry Kissinger; Defense
Secretary James Schlesinger, Deputy Secretary of Defense William Clements, Vice
President Nelson A. Rockefeller; Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. George S.
Brown.

Ford ordered evacuation via C-130 aircraft, but hours later, with two of the planes
circling overhead, the military determined they wouldn’t be able to land. On one side
of the airfield, two platoons of North Vietnamese troops were waiting for them; on the
other, abandoned South Vietnamese equipment and thousands of desperate refugees
clogged the runway.
It was late at night in Washington and midday the next day in Saigon when Kissinger
delivered this news to Ford by phone. At nearly the same time, the U.S. ambassador
to South Vietnam, Graham Martin, informed the White House that the embassy staff
were blocked from getting to the airport. Sea lanes were blocked, too. The only way
out now was by helicopter.

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library/National Archives and Records
Administration President Ford makes a late night phone call involving the evacuation
of Saigon as first lady Betty Ford looks on, April 28, 1975.
The predetermined signal to Americans in Saigon was given; over the Armed Services
Radio, “White Christmas” began playing on repeat. Operation Frequent Wind, the
largest helicopter evacuation ever attempted, had begun.
Over the next 19 hours, more than 80 helicopters, each capable of carrying 50 people,
ferried Americans and Vietnamese to safety aboard U.S. ships in the South China Sea.
Every 10 minutes, a new helicopter landed in the U.S. Embassy parking lot or at the
crumbling airport to pick up another load. Thousands of civilians scaled the walls of
the embassy, hoping to get on one of the helicopters; embassy staff processed visas as
fast as they could.
At an apartment building in the city, a mix of diplomatic and intelligence employees
along with their Vietnamese staff were trapped, so helicopters began making daring
landings on a small roof at the complex to rescue them. From a hotel half a mile away,
United Press International photographer Hubert Van Es took a photo of this
evacuation, capturing the most iconic image of the fall of Saigon. (The apartment
building is sometimes misidentified as the embassy.)

AP South Vietnamese civilians try to scale the 14-foot wall of the U.S. Embassy in
Saigon to reach evacuation helicopters as the last Americans departed from Vietnam
on April 29, 1975.

Uncredited Ap Photographer/AP In this April 29, 1975, file photo the helicopter zone
at the U.S. Embassy in Saigon, Vietnam, showing last minute evacuation of
authorized personnel and civilians. (AP Photo, File)
By 4 a.m. on April 30, the order came that only Americans would be allowed onboard
the remaining flights. By 5 a.m. that day, the ambassador was ordered to get on the
next helicopter. If he refused, the Marines accompanying him were authorized to
arrest him. The last 200 hundred Americans, mostly Marines, had to barricade
themselves on the roof to keep everyone else out.

By the time the last U.S. helicopter took off at 7:53 a.m., more than 7,000 people had
been rescued — 5,500 Vietnamese civilians and about 1,500 Americans, according to
the State Department. An estimated 450 more refugees were left behind. Within hours,
the South Vietnamese announced an unconditional surrender. The Vietnam War was
over.
That wasn’t the end of the rescue, though. Refugees continued to approach the
American fleet by boat and aboard South Vietnamese helicopters. So many South
Vietnamese helicopters landed aboard U.S. ships that many had to be pushed
overboard to make room for more to land.
Meanwhile, at the White House, the president released a statement:
“This action closes a chapter in the American experience. I ask all Americans to close
ranks, to avoid recrimination about the past, to look ahead to the many goals we
share and to work together on the great tasks that remain to be accomplished.”

Taliban will declare the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in resounding defeat of the
US-backed government
Jake Lahut (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

AP Photo/Gulabuddin Amiri The Taliban flag. AP Photo/Gulabuddin Amiri
The Taliban will declare the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan from the presidential
palace in Kabul, a Taliban official announced on Sunday.
The official spoke under the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to
speak to the press, according to the Associated Press.
From 1996 to 2001, the Taliban ruled the country under the same name. Only a
handful of countries recognized the regime, including Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, and Turkmenistan.

The situation in Afghanistan has deteriorated rapidly amid the final withdrawal of
American and NATO troops, with the Taliban making its final move to take over the
capital in Kabul after conquering a series of provincial ones.
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani fled the country after the Taliban advanced on the
capital, with the group later taking the presidential palace.
US citizens in Kabul were instructed to shelter in place by the State Department, with
reports of the airport taking fire.
During the five-year reign of the previous Emirate of Afghanistan, the Taliban
imposed a strict interpretation of Sharia law nationwide. These included significant
restrictions on women, who were not allowed to leave their homes without a male
companion and were required to be fully covered from head to feet when in public.
The Taliban has always used the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in its official
communications.
International recognition for the Emirate of Afghanistan was minimal from 1996 to
2001 beyond the handful of countries, with the United Nations instead choosing to
recognize the exiled Islamic State of Afghanistan.
Afghan leaders have created a "coordination council" to meet with the Taliban for
coordinating a transfer of power, according to the AP.

Taliban executions, beheadings in Afghanistan strike fear among those stuck inside
country
Michael Ruiz - Fox News
Afghan citizens face executions, forced marriages and other possible war crimes as
the Taliban sweeps across the country, wrestling control from ineffective government
forces as the U.S. troop withdrawal nears, according to U.S. officials and watchdog
groups.
The militants have seized territory at an alarming rate while Afghan government
troops and their allied militias fail to put up an effective resistance – surrendering at
times without even putting up a fight.
The U.S. embassy in Kabul said Wednesday that it was receiving reports that Taliban
members were executing surrendering Afghan troops and unlawfully detaining some
members of the government, including military leaders, provincial officials and police
officers.
The executions "could constitute war crimes," the embassy tweeted.
A Taliban spokesman denied that the group was executing prisoners to the Wall Street
Journal earlier this week, even as witness accounts contradicted that claim.
The Taliban has also denied allegations that its militants have demanded conquered
territories provide them with females aged 15 and older as brides.

"The Taliban’s statements in Doha do not resemble their actions in Badakhshan,
Ghazni, Helmand & Kandahar," Ross Wilson, the U.S. chargé d’affaires in Kabul,
wrote on Twitter, referencing stalled peace talks going on in the capital of Qatar.
"Attempts to monopolize power through violence, fear, & war will only lead to
international isolation."
He has also accused the Taliban of "targeted assassinations."
A report from the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission on civilian
casualties in the country during the first six months of 2021 found that 1,677 were
killed and another 3,644 wounded by the end of June.
That’s an 80% increase over the same period in 2020, according to the report, and
"the bloodiest six months for Afghan civilians since AIHRC started documenting."
The group blamed the Taliban for more than 900 of the deaths and over 2,000
injuries – double what it was responsible for last year. Pro-government forces were
blamed for 229 deaths and 565 injuries.
Faridoon Hazeen, an Afghan translator who helped U.S. forces in the region, told
Fox News on Friday that the Taliban’s rapid sweep across the country left him
fearing for his life.
"I feel like a man drowning," the 39-year-old father of four said. "I am reaching out
to anything and anyone to save me."
The Taliban has a history of targeting translators like Hazeen, and the State
Department has been working to fly many of them and their families to safety
with Operation Allies Refuge.
President Biden, away at Camp David, held a virtual meeting Saturday with his
national security team to discuss efforts to evacuate the interpreters and other at-risk
Afghans, according to the White House.
"Our hearts go out to the brave Afghan men and women who are now at risk," Biden
said in a statement Saturday afternoon. "We are working to evacuate thousands of
those who helped our cause and their families."
There have also been reports of attacks on Shiite Muslims – who follow a different
sect of Islam than the Sunni-adhering Taliban, as well as business owners and other
civilians.
Most of the civilian casualties were found in the southwestern portion of the country,
which includes Kandahar and Helmand province, which the Taliban seized Friday,
when it also took at least three other provincial capitals.
Roughly 400,000 Afghan citizens have been displaced by the violence since May,
according to the United Nations. Amid the chaos, the U.S. is drawing down its
military presence and civilian personnel.

The Pentagon announced Friday it was sending 3,000 service members to Kabul to
help the State Department evacuate the embassy there. By Saturday, the number had
increased to 5,000.
Other Western nations are also scaling down or shuttering their embassies in the city,
and even the U.N. said it was relocating some staff members and monitoring the
situation.
Rep. Kevin McCarthy, the House Republican leader from California, said the Biden
administration was badly mismanaging the withdrawal in a statement Friday after a
phone call with Afghanistan’s ambassador to the U.S., Adela Raz.
"At a time when our troops are in harm’s way, and our Afghan allies are being
targeted and killed, we cannot turn a blind eye to the situation that has spiraled out of
control," McCarthy said.
"Our brave men and women in uniform and the allies who stood beside us for the past
20 years deserve better."
The Taliban has seized Afghanistan’s second, third and fourth-largest cities, as well
as more than two-thirds of the country’s 34 provinces.
Sen. Mitch McConnell, the Senate Republican leader, has urged the Biden
administration to "hammer" Taliban forces with airstrikes to counter their offensive.
Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby said Friday that the Afghan military has the
technology, training and equipment to fight back – but needs to actually step up and
do it.
"They have the material, the physical, the tangible advantages," he said. "It’s time
now to use those advantages."
President Biden had a similar message to the Afghan military earlier this week.
"They've got to want to fight," he said Tuesday. "They have outnumbered the
Taliban."
(Fox News’ Greg Palkot, Marisa Schultz and the Associated Press contributed to this
report)

Pompeo dismisses Biden's blaming of Trump for Taliban takeover
By Catherine Kim - Political
Former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Sunday dismissed President Joe Biden’s
blaming of his predecessor for fueling their current Taliban takeover of Afghanistan,
calling the suggestion “pathetic.”

Gulabuddin Amiri/AP Photo Taliban fighters stand guard on Friday inside the city of
Ghazni, southwest of Kabul, Afghanistan.
“I wouldn't have let my 10-year-old son get away from this kind of pathetic
blame-shifting,” Pompeo said on “Fox News Sunday.” “He should be less focused on
trying to blame this on someone else than to solving the problem of making sure that
we protect and defend American security.”
Biden released a statement on Saturday aiming blame at former President Donald
Trump’s deal with the Taliban in 2020, which promised reduced forces and a
prisoner swap.
Biden said the deal “left the Taliban in the strongest position militarily since 2001”
and left him with few choices: “Follow through on the deal, with a brief extension to
get our forces and our allies’ forces out safely, or ramp up our presence and send
more American troops to fight once again in another country’s civil conflict.”
Pompeo, however, pushed back on the suggestion the deal left the country in a more
vulnerable state, saying the Taliban was under control even when the Trump
administration had significantly reduced its forces last year.
“It's worth noting this did not happen on our watch,” Pompeo said.
The Taliban takeover of Kabul will likely be inevitable because the Biden
administration refused to adopt a deterrence model — unlike what the Trump
administration had done, Pompeo said.
He criticized the current administration for yielding to countries like Iran, Russia and
China, which ultimately emboldened the Taliban to attack without any concerns of
consequences.
Particularly, Pompeo pointed to the Trump administration’s more aggressive tactics,
such as the death of Iranian Gen. Qasem Soleimani, who was killed in an airstrike
ordered by Trump in January 2020.

“They have to understand," Pompeo said, "that there’s an administration with a
backbone and a seriousness to execute on the things that matter and protect and
defend America.”
“Were I still the secretary of state, with the commander in chief like President Trump,
the Taliban would have understood that there were real costs to pay if there were
plots against the United States of America,” Pompeo said.
“Qasem Soleimani learned that lesson and the Taliban would have learned it as
well.”
Pompeo also criticized the Biden’s administration for prioritizing climate change and
critical race theory — two hot button, culture war issues.
“Weak American leadership always harms American security, so this is in the context
of the Biden administration that has basically abandoned the global stage in favor of
climate change,” Pompeo said.
“They've been focused on critical race theory while the embassy is at risk. That didn't
happen during our four years. I do think there's a real risk here.”

Afghans Storm Kabul’s Airport in Desperate Bid to Escape
Austin Ramzy, Carlotta Gall and Marc Santora - The New York Times
The crowds outside Kabul’s international airport swelled and swelled on Monday
morning, leaving the fences and security forces straining to contain the mass of
people desperate to escape Afghanistan as the Taliban took control.

EPA, via Shutterstock Struggling to cross the Kabul airport’s boundary wall on
Monday in hopes of fleeing Afghanistan.

They rushed through the perimeter of the airport’s civilian section and swarmed the
tarmac. Soldiers stood guard, many with weapons drawn.

Agence France-Presse — Getty Images A crowd on airport’s the tarmac.
As flights prepared to depart, people clung dangerously to the sides of military planes
even as one taxied down the runway.
As the chaos spread, U.S. troops took control of the airport’s civilian section, while
people rushed through the boarding gates and tried to push their way onto two
commercial planes that were parked beside the terminal.

Shakib Rahmani/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images U.S. soldiers at the airport
on Monday.
With civilian air travel temporarily halted, the arriving and departing military planes
underscored the stark divide between foreign nationals and some Afghans who were a
flight away from safety, and many more who would have no escape.

The U.S. government said that in the coming days it would evacuate thousands of
American citizens, embassy employees and their families, and “particularly
vulnerable Afghan nationals.”
The desperation was evident as some people broke down in tears, recognizing that
their chance of escape was slim. Reports of gunfire also circulated throughout the
morning.
Although the Taliban has seized control of the country, there is no government in any
real sense. That made it hard to get reliable information, both for people inside the
country and the wider world watching the events unfold.
Video from journalists recorded sounds of gunfire at the airport as people ran across
the tarmac and approached gates from outside. The local news media aired video of
young Afghans clinging to a plane as it taxied. Apache helicopters flew low over the
crowds to clear the way for military planes.

EPA, via Shutterstock Outside the airport on Monday.
The Afghan Civil Aviation Authority said on Monday that all civilian flights in and
out of the Kabul airport had been suspended because of the chaos. The agency urged
people to not travel to the airport.

Shakib Rahmani/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images U.S. soldiers securing the
airport.
But the tracking site Flightradar24 reported that a Boeing 777-300 from Turkish
Airlines had departed for Istanbul after five hours on the ground.
Twenty years after the United States invaded Afghanistan, the airport was the
nation’s final redoubt, one of the last places in the capital not controlled by the
Taliban. The State Department said all embassy personnel had been evacuated to the
airport, where they were being defended by the U.S. military.

Reuters A Taliban member, center, outside Kabul’s international airport on Monday.
But for the thousands of others hoping to find refuge, there was no escape.

