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Satellite images show damaged warplanes after Crimea explosions, despite Russian
claims; McDonald's to reopen in Ukraine: Updates
Christine Fernando and Jorge L. Ortiz - USA TODAY

New satellite images appeared to show at least seven fighter planes at a Russian base
in Crimea had been blown up, despite Russian claims that no aircraft were damaged
in explosions this week.

The images released Wednesday by Planet Labs PBC, a U.S. Earth imaging company,
also showed charred grassland and several craters near the tarmac.
The Ukrainian air force said Wednesday that nine Russian warplanes were destroyed
Tuesday in multiple massive explosions that also killed one person and wounded 14.
Russia sought to downplay the blasts and said several munitions at the base caught
fire and blew up.

But Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said the explosions were
caused either by Ukrainian-made long-range weapons or by Ukrainian guerrillas
operating in Crimea. Ukraine has stopped short of publicly claiming responsibility
for the explosions, which also knocked out windows, damaged nearby apartment
buildings and sent tourists fleeing.

Planet Labs PBC, APA satellite image by Planet Labs PBC shows Saki Air Base in
Crimea on Wednesday, the day after an explosion there. The Black Sea peninsula was
seized from Ukraine by Russia and annexed in 2014.

Latest developments:
►Russian journalist Marina Ovsyannikova, who was fined three times for criticizing
the war in Ukraine, has now been detained and faces 10 years in prison if convicted,
her lawyer said. Ovsyannikova’s home was raided and she was taken for questioning
Wednesday.
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►The European Union's ban on Russian coal imports took effect Thursday as part of
the fifth package of EU sanctions against Russia. A British defense intelligence
update said "the increasing effect of Western sanctions" has significantly strained
Russia's military industrial complex.

Shelling reaches nuclear power plant, news outlets say
Russian forces fired at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in southern Ukraine on
Thursday and hit facilities, Ukraine's Channel 5 News and at least one Russian outlet
reported.
“Five hits were recorded in the area of ​ ​ the commandant's office” of the plant,
Channel 5 said, and shelling struck “right next to the welding area and the storage of
radiation sources.” No casualties were reported.

Fighting around the plant, the largest in Europe, has stoked fears of an international
nuclear disaster, and global leaders are voicing concerns. Foreign ministers from the
Group of Seven leading industrialized countries have demanded that Russia give
control of the plant back to Ukraine, Reuters reported.

“Fighting near a nuclear plant is dangerous and irresponsible,”' the U.S. State
Department said, “and we continue to call on Russia to cease all military operations
at or near Ukrainian nuclear facilities and return full control to Ukraine, and support
Ukrainian calls for a demilitarized zone around the nuclear power plant.”

U. N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres also expressed his alarm, saying in a
statement: “I am calling on the military forces of the Russian Federation and Ukraine
to immediately cease all military activities in the immediate vicinity of the plant and
not to target its facilities or surroundings.”
V.
Russian troops took over the Zaporizhzhia plant shortly after invading Ukraine in
February. Before the war, the plant accounted for about half the electricity generated
by nuclear power in Ukraine.

Western countries pledge continued support for Ukraine at Denmark conference
Responding to a request for more military and financial support from Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Western leaders meeting in Denmark pledged
Thursday to continue funding Ukraine's efforts to repel Russia's invasion, saying $1.5
billion has been committed and more is coming.

The money is for enhancing armaments production, including artillery and
ammunition; developing and strengthening the training of Ukrainian soldiers; and
assisting Ukraine’s efforts to remove land mines.
“The sooner we stop Russia, the sooner we can feel safe,” Zelenskyy told participants
at the conference in Copenhagen.

British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace announced Britain will send Ukraine more
multiple-launch rocket systems and guided missiles. Ahead of the conference, the
Danish government said it would give Ukraine an extra $113 million.
“All the countries that came to Copenhagen came with the intention of supporting
Ukraine,” Danish Defense Minister Morten Bødskov said at the end of the one-day
meeting of 26 nations and the European Union.
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McDonald's reopening in Ukraine after abandoning Russia
McDonald's has turned its back on Russia and is returning to Ukraine.
The American fast-food chain said Thursday that it will begin reopening its outlets in
Kyiv and western Ukraine locations away from the fighting in the coming months. It
closed its 109 restaurants in the country after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and
the company has continued to pay its 10,000 employees there.

Paul Pomroy, McDonald's corporate senior vice president of international operated
markets, said Ukrainian employees had voiced a desire to get back to work.
“In recent months, the belief that this would support a small but important sense of
normalcy has grown stronger,” he told company workers in a message.

After shuttering hundreds of Russian locations in March, the month after the war
began, McDonald's sold its 850 restaurants there to a franchise owner. That came
more than three decades after McDonald’s opened its first location in Moscow in
1990, becoming a powerful symbol of easing Cold War tensions.

*** Contributing: The Associated Press

Surprise attack on Russian airfield destroyed as many as 13 war planes, satellite
photos show
Mia Jankowicz (mjankowicz@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Planet Labs/Insider A marked-up satellite image of the Saki Russian naval air base in
Crimea on August 10, 2022. Circles and an oblong mark destroyed and suspected

destroyed Su-24s and Su-30s

An estimated eight warplanes and several buildings were destroyed in a Russian
airbase in Crimea. Russia downplayed the blasts on Tuesday, but satellite images
show extensive damage.

Ukraine has not officially claimed responsibility, but has hinted that it was behind the
attack.
Satellite images show devastation at a Russian airfield in occupied Crimea in the
aftermath of an attack Tuesday when as many as 13 warplanes were wrecked.
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The specifics of the attack remain unclear — Ukraine has avoided explicitly taking
responsibility, though its air force on Thursday did post a jubilant image of the
destroyed planes.

Russia has maintained that the damage was due to an accident and didn't destroy
anything significant, a claim contradicted by imagery from several sources.

As well as the aircraft, at least three buildings appeared destroyed at the Saki naval
airbase in Crimea, the peninsula which Russian seized from Ukraine in 2014.
Satellite images from Planet Labs give a before-and-after picture of Saki — the left
image is dated to Tuesday, while the right image shows the base the following day.

Planet Lavs via Reuters Left: Satellite image of Saki airfield in occupied Crimea on
August 9, 2022. Right, the airfield on August 10, 2022, showing several wrecked

aircraft and buildings.
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The losses appear to be a mixture of Su-30 and Su-24 jets, both of which have been
used for decades by Russia's air force. The Su-24 is meant for precise attacks on
ground targets, which the Su-30 is a fighter, meant to engage other planes.

Commenting on the images, Elliot Higgins, founder of open-source intelligence group
Bellingcat, noted the “very large craters, many destroyed aircraft, and destroyed
buildings.”

“From what I can tell a lot of planes and ammo got blown up in one area causing a
fire that spread throughout the base, although the only damage from that fire which is
visible is lots of burnt grass,” he said.
“I can't think of a time Russia has lost this many air assets in one day in recent
memory, and they have to be deeply concerned about Ukraine's ability to do similar
strikes elsewhere,” he wrote.

Estimates of the losses vary on the basis of the imagery. Open-source analyst Oliver
Alexander tweeted this estimate:
3 Su-30s destroyed
4 Su-24s destroyed

Another 6 aircraft, Su-30s and Su-24s, also possibly destroyed Oryx, a project that
documents Russian military losses, gave a lower estimate of at least nine planes
destroyed.

On-the-ground footage from the scene, verified by The New York Times, shows the
charred remains of one Su-24.
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Ukraine has not formally claimed it as an attack, with its defense ministry saying on
Tuesday it couldn't “determine the cause of the explosion,” The Times reported.

However, an anonymous official told The Washington Post that Ukrainian special
forces were responsible.

Asked by Politico if the blasts could be considered part of a Ukrainian
counter-offensive in Crimea, an anonymous official said: “You can say this is it.”

On Wednesday, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the he aimed to
ultimately retake Crimea, the first tranche of Ukrainian territory seized by Russia,
eight years before the mass invasion of 2022.

Without mentioning the Saki airfield, Zelenskyy said: “Crimea is Ukrainian and we
will never give it up,” the BBC reported.
“We will not forget that the Russian war against Ukraine began with the occupation
of Crimea,” he said, per the BBC.
“This Russian war ... began with Crimea and must end with Crimea — with its
liberation.”

Meanwhile, Russia has not pointed the finger at Ukraine, attributing the blasts only to
an “explosion” during which “several aviation munitions detonated.”

Washington DC-based military think tank the Institute for the Study of War said that
this was likely because Russia is not prepared to admit that its defenses failed badly
enough to allow Ukraine to pull off such an attack.

“The Kremlin has little incentive to accuse Ukraine of conducting strikes that caused
the damage since such strikes would demonstrate the ineffectiveness of Russian air
defense systems,” the institute wrote.

Russia Vows Revenge at the Latest Country to Cross Putin
Shannon Vavra - The Daily Beast

Latvia’s parliament has moved to designate Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism
over Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine—and the Kremlin does not
appear to be taking it well.
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The Daily Beast LEXEY DANICHEV/Sputnik Host Photo Agency/AFP via Getty
Images.

Russia is committing a “genocide against the Ukrainian people,” Latvian MPs said in
a statement Thursday, according to AFP. Russia “uses suffering and intimidation as
tools in its attempts to weaken the morale of the Ukrainian people and armed forces,
and to paralyze the functioning of the state in order to occupy Ukraine.”

Over 40 countries have already committed to helping document and investigate
Russia’s suspected war crimes and atrocities in Ukraine, from the senseless killing of
civilians, to rapes, to mass graves. The International Criminal Court might be putting
forward a case as soon as this winter.

Already, Russian officials and lawmakers are indignant at the news that another
government believes the country’s behavior on the world stage is as vile as terrorists’
behavior, and claiming there's no evidence behind it.

“Given that there are no facts behind this decision but only savage xenophobia, the
authors of this idea should be called nothing but Neo-Nazis,” Russia’s Foreign
Ministry Spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, claimed on Telegram.

The Chairman of the Russian Federation Council’s Committee on Constitutional
Legislation and State Building Andrey Klishas suggested Russia ought to retaliate,
according to TASS.

"The toughest economic and political measures should be taken,” Klishas said,
suggesting other nations should be designated as state sponsors of terror instead.

The First Deputy Chairman of the State Duma Committee on International Affairs,
Dmitry Novikov, suggested the United States itself seemed too daunted to designate
Russia in the same way.

Latvia has made a decision “that would please Washington, but that Washington
itself has not yet dared make,” Novikov told TASS, adding he thinks Russia needs to
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respond as well. “I am confident that the Foreign Ministry has been drafting
proposals on how to react to these developments, and I am sure there will be a
reaction."

It’s not clear if hackers have taken the call to action seriously, but Latvia’s website
for parliament, Saeima, was down Thursday in an apparent Distributed Denial of
Service (DDoS) attack, leaving the site inaccessible. Latvia’s Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT) claimed actors supporting Russia’s aggression were
responsible for the DDoS, which consists of pummeling a site with so much traffic
that it gets overwhelmed and can’t function.

“The Saeima has adopted a statement in which Russia is recognized as a country that
supports terrorism,” the CERT said in a statement.
“There is a large-scale DDoS attack against the Saeima's resources by activists
supporting RU aggression.”

The work of parliament hasn’t been impacted, the CERT said.
Latvia has begun calling on other nations to step up their scrutiny of Russia, calling
on European Union governments to take action as well. Just this week, Estonia joined
up with Finland and Latvia to block Russians with tourist visas from visiting their
countries.

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin said she expects further restrictions to be
discussed in the future at the European Council and European Union leaders'
summits.

Latvia is not the only country that has taken steps on designating Russia a state
sponsor of terrorism. Some members of U.S. Congress have been working to push the
United States to label Russia as a state sponsor of terror as well.

Last month, the Senate passed a resolution that called on the State Department to
designate Russia with the label. And Sens. Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) and Lindsey
Graham (R-SC) have been urging the Biden administration to take that step in the
meantime.

Some have gone even further. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi told Secretary of State
Antony Blinken that if the State Department didn’t step in, Congress would designate
Russia first, according to Politico.

And a group of bipartisan lawmakers, including Reps. Ted Lieu (D-CA), Joe Wilson
(R-SC), Jared Golden (D-ME), Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), and Tom Malinowski (D-NJ),
introduced a bill that would jump ahead and create a path to label Russia as a state
sponsor of terror without the State Department taking action.

“The United States must use every tool we have to stop Russia from its violent
aggression in Ukraine,” Lieu said in a statement.
“Russia supports proxies conducting terrorism against civilians around the globe,
from Syria to Ukraine. By designating Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism, this
legislation increases consequences on Putin’s murderous behavior.”
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The designation would put Russia on the United States’ short list of state sponsors of
terrorism: North Korea, Iran, Cuba and Syria.
And it’s not just about Ukraine.

“Putin has used chemical weapons on NATO soil, aided in the downing of a civilian
airliner over Ukraine, and has supported despots like Bashar al-Assad in Syria,”
Kinzinger said.

Ukrainian officials, who have been pressing allies for months to designate Russia,
welcomed Latvia’s news Thursday. Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dmytro
Kuleba, said Latvia’s decision to move forward was a “a timely move.”

“Grateful to Latvian parliament Saeimas and all of its members for recognizing
Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism,” Kuleba said.

“Russia has long deserved this status with its actions in Ukraine and beyond. Ukraine
encourages other states and organizations to follow suit.”

‘Putin spitting in the face of the UN & Turkey,’ says Ukraine

Russsia-Ukraine updates: Aerial images suggest serious damage at Crimea base
Deutsche Welle

The Saki base went up in flames, with Russia claiming an ammunition depot exploded,
a story ridiculed by Kyiv. Meanwhile, Ukraine reports heavy shelling in Donetsk.

Commercially available satellite images taken before and after an incident that saw
the Saki air base in Crimea rocked by explosions Tuesday show heavy damage.
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Planet Labs PBC/AP Photo/picture alliance Numerous Russian aircraft were
destroyed following blasts earlier in the week at the Saki air base in Crimea, which

Russia illegally annexed in 2014

In the photographs, several aircraft and the base itself appear to be severely damaged
after Tuesday's blasts.

Ukraine did not claim responsibility for the incident, but its air force said nine
military aircraft were destroyed in an explosion. Russia claimed it was caused by an
ammunition's depot explosion, a statement ridiculed by Ukraine. Russia also said no
aircraft were destroyed in the blasts.

Russia has said that attacks on Crimea could lead to retaliatory strikes on Ukraine,
including nerve centers of the Ukrainian state in Kyiv. During Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's nightly video address after the blasts, he vowed Ukraine
would regain control of Crimea.

Crimea was seized in 2014 by Russian special forces in the aftermath of an elected
comparatively pro-Russian government being overthrown in a popular uprising in
Kyiv. They covered up their identifying badges and took control with little resistance
from the international community, which reacted largely with sanctions targeting
individuals and enterprises close to the Kremlin and responsible for the occupation
and annexation of Crimea.

Here are the other main headlines from the war in Ukraine on August 11.
Ukraine reports heavy shelling as Russia's Donetsk offensive continues

Overnight, Ukrainian authorities reported 120 missiles hit near the city of Nikopol
and heavy shelling in Donetsk as Russia's offensive continues. Valentyn Resnichenko,
the governor of Dnipropetrovsk, said three were killed and seven were wounded.

In a morning brief, Ukraine's General Staff reported, "The enemy is concentrating its
efforts on establishing full control over the territories of the Luhansk and Donetsk
regions." The report cited more than 60 military and civilian targets.
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Russian forces have stepped up their attacks on Donetsk and the city of Donetsk after
seizing control around the city of Luhansk. Heavy fighting was also reported around
the town of Pisky, where Russian-backed forces have claimed to be in control,
something Ukraine denies.

Danil Bezsonov, an official with the Russian-backed Donetsk People's Republic,
wrote on Telegram, “It's hot in Pisky. The town is ours but there remain scattered
pockets of resistance in its north and west.”

By contrast, one Ukrainian presidential adviser, Oleksiy Arestovych, said in an
interview shared on YouTube that Russia's “movement into Pisky” was “without
success.”

Luhansk regional governor Serhiy Haidai said the region had seen an increase in the
presence of Russian mercenary forces, including from the notorious Wagner firm.
“We once had peaceful Ukrainian towns. Now we have been thrust into the Middle
Ages,” Haidai said.

Fighting also raged around the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant.
Russian state-run media reported Russian air defenses prevented attacks on the plant
as well as nearby Enerhodar, which is occupied by Russia.

Grain ship due to sail from Chornomorsk unable to due to weather
Turkey's Ministry of Defense said that a ship transporting grain that was scheduled to
depart from the Chornomorsk port in Ukraine was delayed due to poor weather
conditions.

Last month, Turkey and the UN brokered a deal to open Ukraine's ports and bring
Ukrainian grain to world markets after panic over supplies triggered global inflation.
The deal has seen 12 ships sail from the country's Black sea ports since the beginning
of this month.

The Joint Coordination Center in Istanbul is where Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and
UN officials work together to monitor and inspect maritime grain exports from
Ukraine's ports.

Lithuania again announces restrictions on Russian freight to Kaliningrad
Lithuania's state rail company announced the suspension of the transit of certain
Russian goods like iron and steel products, timber, fertilizers and the coolant ethylene
glycol through Lithuanian territory to the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad.

“If the transported volume of certain goods reaches the set annual averages, the
transport requests will be rejected,” Lithuania's state rail company said.
Kaliningrad, a Russian exclave on the Baltic Sea formerly known as the German
Königsberg before World War II, is cut off from the rest of Russia. It borders Poland
and Lithuania and is heavily militarized.

In the middle of June, Lithuania imposed EU sanctions on Russia and restricted
freight traffic on all but essential items not covered by Brussels' sanctions. Moscow

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true


reacted furiously and accused the EU of violating an agreement over the status of
Kaliningrad that was inked in 2002.

In mid-July, the European Commission contradicted Vilnius and offered the
clarification that there was no general ban on the transport of Russian goods to
Kaliningrad by rail and only transferring sanctioned military equipment was
prohibited. Lithuania then permitted Russian cargo traffic by rail to proceed.

However, the EU permitted that the transit of items to Kaliningrad must match the
needs of the population there. Vilnius is calculating volume based on averages from
cargo volume over the last three years.

UK believes damage to Russian defense industry will affect exports
The UK's defense intelligence update suggested that the damage Russia's military has
suffered since invading Ukraine on February 24 is so significant that Russian defense
industries will struggle to meet export orders.

Armored fighting vehicles are in demand “for Russia's own forces in Ukraine,” the
daily update said, adding, “its military industrial capacity is now under significant
strain.”

“The credibility of many of its weapon systems has been undermined by their
association with Russian forces' poor performance in the Ukraine war,” the brief
concluded.

International donor conference in Copenhagen attended by defense ministers
Denmark and the UK announced more financial and military aid for Ukraine as part
of an international donor conference taking place in the Danish capital Copenhagen.

Denmark, the UK and Ukraine are together hosting the conference.
UK Defense Secretary Ben Wallace said it would provide Ukraine with additional
multiple-launch rocket systems capable of hitting targets 80 kilometers (50 miles)
away.
Danish Prime Minister Mette Fredricksen said her country would kick in an
additional E110 million ($113.6 million) in financial assistance for Kyiv.
Fredricksen said, “This is a war on the values that Europe and the free world are
built upon.”

Dutch Rabobank sees profits fall after withdrawal from Russian market
The Dutch cooperative Rabobank said its net profits dropped more than 25% in the
first half of the year because of the bank's withdrawal from Russia. The bank also
cited the rising cost of anti-money laundering operations.

Rabobank is one of the big three banks in the Netherlands. It reported a net profit of
E1.57 billion ($1.61 billion) during the first six months of 2022, versus E2.16 billion
for the same period in 2021.

In March, Rabobank withdrew from the Russian market following Russia's February
24 invasion of Ukraine. Its subsidiary, DLL, had been active in agricultural
equipment leases in Russia.
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Last year, Rabobank said it could face Dutch regulatory fines if it did not improve its
anti-money laundering operations by the end of 2023.

More on the war in Ukraine
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz places Russia's war against Ukraine at the top of a
list of myriad challenges facing him and the country.

ar/msh (AFP, AP, dpa, Reuters)

Ukraine Seeks to Squeeze Russian Troops as It Girds for Battle for Kherson
Daniel Michaels and James Marson - The Wall Street Journal

Ukrainian forces are preparing for a battle to free the southern city of Kherson from
Russian occupiers, and aim to do it on their own terms.

Sergei Bobylev/Zuma Press Ukraine Seeks to Squeeze Russian Troops as It Girds for
Battle for Kherson

The strategy holds much risk but, if successful, would improve Kyiv’s ability to defend
its country, win foreign support and potentially negotiate better terms of an eventual
peace deal.

Ukraine is building forces outside Kherson, even as larger battles continue in the
eastern region of Donbas, under a strategy that suggests growing confidence.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has for weeks repeatedly outlined his goal
of retaking Kherson, and Ukrainian troops have openly targeted local bridges and
other infrastructure the Russians are using to supply and reinforce the area.
Russia has responded by strengthening its presence in and around Kherson,
potentially readying for large-scale battles. It has moved troops from Donbas, where
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Moscow gained territory over recent months using artillery-led thrusts often referred
to as an “assault fist” to punch through defenses.

Around Kherson, Ukraine won’t engage Russian forces head-on, said Mykhailo
Podolyak, a Ukrainian presidential adviser. Instead, Kyiv’s forces are chipping away
at Russian might in the region, he said, inflicting “a thousand bee stings.”

“You grind down and destroy enemy personnel and vehicles,” Mr. Podolyak said.
“You gradually squeeze them out.”

Dislodging Russian forces from Kherson poses a monumental challenge for Ukraine.
Military analysts say that to eject troops from an established position, such as
Russia’s in Kherson, attackers generally need at least three times as many forces as
the defenders, and the ratio can reach five-to-one for urban warfare.

The task is even harder if Ukraine wants to avoid destroying Kherson. Nearby
Mariupol was largely reduced to rubble earlier this year as Ukrainian forces
tenaciously defended it against relentless Russian attacks, before ultimately retreating
or surrendering.

Kherson was one of the first cities Russian troops captured following their invasion
on Feb. 24 and remains the only regional capital that Moscow has taken in almost six
months of fighting, so it holds significance for the Kremlin.

Not only is Ukraine preparing to fight Russian forces on its own terms around the city,
it is also being unusually overt about its plans. That openness has surprised some
observers, but outside strategists say it appears to be a calculated approach both to
win Western support and draw in more Russian forces for potential encirclement.

“If the Ukrainians just wanted to push the Russians out of Kherson, they wouldn’t
broadcast what they’re doing,” said John Nagl, a retired U.S. Army lieutenant
colonel who is now an associate professor of war fighting studies at the U.S. Army
War College.
“It looks like the Ukrainians are baiting the Russians, and they’re taking the bait.”

Ukraine doesn’t intend, initially at least, to launch a massed, direct attack, Mr.
Podolyak said, but has already started a counteroffensive aimed at degrading Russian
forces.

He compared the tactics to Ukraine’s defense around Kyiv in late February and
March, when small, mobile groups ambushed Russian forces and supply lines,
destroying armored vehicles and support trucks and killing soldiers until they
retreated.

Russian forces continue hitting civilian targets in Ukraine
“You have to make small cuts in many places at the same time and bleed the Russian
army,” said Mr. Podolyak.

Ukrainian forces on the Kherson front have been bracing for a Russian
counteroffensive since the beginning of the month and have focused on defenses while
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reinforcements are trained. The Ukrainians made only minimal tactical gains on that
front over the past month, and those came with high casualties.

Instead, Ukrainian forces have used longer-range weapons, including American
M142 Himars mobile rocket launchers, to attack Russian supply depots beyond
Kherson and limit Russia’s options for a possible retreat.

Ukrainian front-line commanders say that for a successful offensive into the city,
Russian logistics must be battered further—and any move should be swift and
surprising, cutting off Russian troops in Kherson from their remaining resupply
routes.

Kherson sits near where the narrow Inhulets River joins the wider Dnipro River, and
Russian forces must cross either to reinforce troops in Kherson. Ukraine over recent
weeks has disabled several bridges across the two rivers, forcing the Russians to use
temporary bridges, boats or longer routes. All provide limited capacity and would be
open to attack in a Russian retreat.

Western military observers surmise that Ukraine’s strategy is to draw as many
Russian troops as possible into Kherson to defend it, cut off their paths of exit and
wear them down. The ultimate objective could be to force their surrender.

“If the Ukrainians can trap several companies worth of defenders, that would be the
nightmare scenario for the Russians,” said retired U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Robert
Scales.

Success remains far from assured, but Kyiv is pushing its initiative in part to convince
its Western backers that it can prevail against Moscow’s larger forces, observers
said.

“Even a small victory can help galvanize support” and give hope to Ukrainians still
in Kherson, said Joel Hillison, a retired U.S. Army colonel and now professor of
national security studies at the U.S. Army War College.

He said that during the American Revolution, colonists’ victory in the 1777 Battle of
Saratoga showed that they could defeat British forces and helped to win French
financial and military support. In the Civil War, British and French support for the
Confederacy eroded after its loss at Gettysburg, he said.

Achieving outright victory over Russian forces in Kherson will require a Ukrainian
assault involving land and air forces known as a combined-arms offensive, the
combat veterans said.

Whether Ukraine has sufficient equipment and manpower to do this remains unclear,
but its current assault can weaken Russian forces and thereby reduce the cost and risk
to Ukrainian troops of an eventual attack, they said.

Russian troops in Kherson could face a difficult choice over coming weeks, as
advancing Ukrainian forces destroy more of their avenues of retreat.
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“The smart play for the Russians is to redeploy across the Dnipro and use the river as
a defensive position,” said Mr. Nagl.
“Instead they’re doubling down on stupid by reinforcing Kherson.”

Ukrainian forces took the retreat-and-defend approach in the Donbas city of
Severodonetsk in June, orchestrating what Western observers have described as a
textbook withdrawal that is likely to be studied for years.

Russian forces, in contrast, are expanding in Kherson. Mr. Nagl said this will
heighten supply requirements inside the increasingly isolated city, posing greater
logistical challenges for Moscow, which already struggles with provisioning troops.

Mr. Nagl said the approach suggests that Russian President Vladimir Putin has made
defending Kherson a priority.

“For Russia, withdrawing from Kherson would be seen as a huge defeat,” he said.

For Ukraine, he said, “The gamble is to capture tens of thousands of Russians in
Kherson.” He said success wouldn’t end the war but would buy Ukraine’s president
time.

“Zelensky needs a big win.”

Donald Trump is Being Targeted by Politically Motivated Officials

After the raid on President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago home, it should come as no surprise
that Democrats are trying to frame him for yet another crime.

The case, which is being tried in New York is supposedly to look into Trump’s real
estate business dealings. Specifically, whether or not Trump’s real estate business
was reporting varying values for the same real estate property.

On NBC, the news that a New York court had ruled that Trump had to testify in the
case was reported.

A Breitbart article states “Former President Donald Trump faces a deposition
Wednesday by New York Attorney General Letitia James, who has made pursuing
Trump a focus of her office since she was elected in 2018”.

It is interesting that New York Attorney General Letitia James is concerned over
President Trump’s business dealings when there is no evidence of any wrongdoing,
but she is not motivated to look into Hillary Clinton’s business dealings.

New York is plagued by crime, homelessness, drug problems, and many other issues
but if the irrelevant business dealings of a past president who does not agree with her
politically inspires her to do something then that would be unfortunate. She should be
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concerned with the well-being and prosperity of her constituents, not Donald Trump’s
real estate business.

In a CNBC article, it quotes a former New York prosecutor as saying if Trump “had
been Joe Blow from Kokomo, we would have indicted without a big debate.” That is
interesting considering Hillary Clinton and Hunter Biden are only free from probing
because of their status and wealth.

Echoing this sentiment, Rep. Lance Gooden (R-TX) tweeted “Hillary Clinton deleted
33,000 emails. If no one is above the law, why was Clinton”?
President Trump, for his part, is upset at what he calls “ a politically motivated witch
hunt”.

A Fox News article says that President Trump commented “ “I did nothing wrong,
which is why, after five years of looking, the Federal, State and local governments,
together with the Fake News Media, have found nothing,”.

As if the January 6 show trials were not enough, now we have another abuse of our
nation’s law enforcement arms persecuting former President Trump for alleged
crimes that no one has been able to convict him of. When this ends, maybe we as a
nation can turn our attention to true criminals and others with truly questionable
business dealings?
https://rumble.com/v1fjnnt-steve-bannons-speech-on-administrative-state-and-intervi
ew-with-mother-from.html

And perhaps Steve Bannon’s recent speech that promised such criminal investigations
may be the real motivation behind the FBIs most recent overstep — Hunter is still
under the protection of federal law enforcement.

Donald Trump Has Only One Thing To Say To Merrick Garland
After It Comes Out He ‘Personally Approved’ Of FBI Raid
Kyle Becker ( Politics, Editorial, Opinion)

https://elamerican.com/donald-trump-has-only-one-thing-to-say-to-merrick-garland-
after-it-comes-out-he-personally-approved-of-fbi-raid/

Former President Donald Trump has a blunt response for current Attorney General
Merrick Garland after he confessed that he had ‘personally approved’ of the FBI’s
raid on his Mar-A-Lago home.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/07/21/trump-should-have-been-charged-with-crimes-former-new-york-prosecutor-says.html
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-arrives-deposition-new-york-attorney-general-letitia-james-civil-investigation
https://rumble.com/v1fjnnt-steve-bannons-speech-on-administrative-state-and-interview-with-mother-from.html
https://rumble.com/v1fjnnt-steve-bannons-speech-on-administrative-state-and-interview-with-mother-from.html
https://elamerican.com/author/kyle-becker/
https://elamerican.com/category/politics-en/
https://elamerican.com/category/opinion-en-2/editorial-english/
https://elamerican.com/category/opinion-en-2/
https://elamerican.com/donald-trump-has-only-one-thing-to-say-to-merrick-garland-after-it-comes-out-he-personally-approved-of-fbi-raid/
https://elamerican.com/donald-trump-has-only-one-thing-to-say-to-merrick-garland-after-it-comes-out-he-personally-approved-of-fbi-raid/


“I continue to ask, what happened to the 33 million pages of documents taken to
Chicago by President Obama?” Trump wrote on Truth Social.
“The Fake News Media refuses to talk about that. They want it CANCELED!”

The former president is referring to former President Barack Obama absconding with
millions of records after leaving the White House with not so much as a peep in
protest from the National Archives.

The New York Post’s James Bovard recently chronicled the numerous flagrant
violations of the Public Records Act by the Obama administration, including
now-president Joe Biden himself.

Obama White House lawyers repeatedly invoked the Presidential Records Act to
“delay the release of thousands of pages of records from President Bill Clinton’s
White House,”

Politico reported. At the end of his presidency, Barack Obama trucked 30 million
pages of his administration’s records to Chicago, promising to digitize them and
eventually put them online — a move that outraged historians.

More than five years after Obama’s presidency ended, the National Archives webpage
reveals that zero pages have been digitized and disclosed. People can file requests via
the Freedom of Information Act (a law Obama helped wreck) to access Obama
records, but responses from presidential libraries can be delayed for years, even more
than a decade, if the information is classified.

Similarly, President Joe Biden double-crossed Americans on disclosing records from
his 36-year Senate career. In 2011, Biden donated 1,875 boxes of documents from his
Senate days to the University of Delaware, which received federal subsidies to curate
the collection while it was locked up.
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Biden and the university library promised to unseal the records “two years after
Biden retires from public office.” But the library announced just before Biden
launched his presidential campaign that secrecy would continue until two years after
Biden “retires from public life.”

On Thursday, Attorney General Merrick Garland admitted he ‘personally approved’
of the FBI’s raid of Donald Trump’s home in Mar-A-Lago after nearly a week of
media denials.

Dirtbag Alert… AG Garland Threatens Americans Who Attack “Integrity of FBI”
— Basically Admits THEY GOT NOTHING in the Raid (VIDEO)
Jim Hoft

https://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2022/08/dirtbag-alert-ag-garland-will-not-stand-
silently-integrity-fbi-doj-unfairly-attacked/?ff_source=Gab&ff_campaign=websitesha
ringbuttons

Attorney General Merrick Garland delivered remarks at 3:04 PM Eastern on the
unprecedented raid on President Donald Trump’s home.
Garland has not commented on the raid up to this point.

On Monday at least 30 FBI agents and 3 DOJ officials raided Mar-a-Lago in their
continued fishing expedition to manufacture a crime against the 45th President.

Garland today basically admitted they have nothing on President Trump. He could
not identify ANYTHING the president did that was illegal.

This confirms that the 9 hour raid on President Trump’s home was a fishing
expedition — or they were after documents that indict the FBI.

Merrick Garland today promised he will not stand by as Americans verbally attack
the Stasi-FBI.

AG Merrick Garland: “I will not stand by silently when integrity of DOJ and FBI is
unfairly attacked.”

Spoken like a true communist.

God help us.

Musk Wins First Step of Legal Battle: Judge Orders Release of Info that Could
Expose Massive Fraud
Will - Trending Politic
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Elon Musk initially planned on buying Twitter as a way of “unlocking value” at the
company and pushing it back toward being permissive of free speech rather than
cracking down on anything and everything that comes from the right and goes against
the “current thing” narrative on everything from “deadnaming” transgenders to
questioning the efficacy of the jabs.

But, after digging into how many supposed Twitter users might actually be bots, Musk
started backing out of the ~$40 billion deal, particularly once Twitter proved hesitant
to hand over information on how it calculated the “less than 5% of accounts are spam
bots” figure that are cited in its SEC documents.

And so Twitter and Musk are now embroiled in a lawsuit, with Twitter demanding
Musk either buy the company for the original figure offered or pay the $1 billion
breakup fee and Musk claiming that because the bot number is wrong and Twitter
didn’t provide the requisite verification of the 5% number that he doesn’t have to pay
the breakup fee.

Though the case likely still has a long way to go, Musk just won an important fight in
one of the opening legal battles of what will surely be a long legal campaign, with a
judge ruling that Twitter has to hand over information regarding Twitter’s former
head of consumer product, Kayvon Beykpour.

That’s important because Musk’s lawyers described Beykpour as being “most
intimately involved with” Twitter’s so-far hidden and mysterious process of
calculating spam account numbers and analyzing the spam bot account problem.

This round of the legal fight was far from a total win for Musk: of the 22 individuals
his lawyers wanted access to, Beykpour was the only one the judge granted them
access to.
"*" indicates required fields

But, still, it’s an important win that could help Musk either verify the bot number or
prove that Twitter has been committing fraud in pushing the 5% number, with either
outcome being a potential win for Musk.
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That’s because Musk would apparently still be interesting in buying the social media
giant if it can prove the bot number, as Techspot reported, saying:

Musk recently said he would complete the acquisition of Twitter at the original $44
billion price if it showed precisely how it counts the number of fake accounts on the
platform. He even challenged Agrawal to a debate over the matter.

So, if Beykpour is as “intimately involved” with the bot problem as Musk’s lawyers
claimed and he can shed light on whether Twitter’s assertions about the spam bot
numbers are true or not, perhaps Musk will either end up vindicated or being more
comfortable buying Twitter for the proffered price.

Time will tell, but it’s an important early victory for Musk as he battles with the social
media giant over the bot account problem and attempts to find out what the real
number is before being pushed into a multi-billion dollar purchase or billion dollar
breakup fee.

Đây là cuộc diễu hành tuyệt vời nhất trên thế giới mà tôi từng thấy trong đời.
Andrew Kravchenko

Ukraine. Kyiv. August 20, 2022. This is the best parade in the world that I have ever
seen in my life. Russian destroyed military equipment on the main street of the capital
of Ukraine, Kyiv. By the way, Putin dreamed all his life that Russian military
equipment would be on the central street of Kyiv. Yes, the Armed Forces of Ukraine
fulfilled this dream perfectly. These tanks and other shit will never kill anyone. |
#ukraine #kyiv #war #andrewkravchenko

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true
https://www.techspot.com/news/95636-judge-gives-elon-musk-access-bot-counting-data.html
https://www.techspot.com/news/95553-elon-musk-44-billion-twitter-deal-complete-if.html
https://www.facebook.com/andrew.kravchenko.792?__cft__[0]=AZV7jEDokCdfEkDECDw-mCVZTIn6Pd7VV4jADkxRcQ9Ja4uB7EWXR_OZW8S-Hf8wY2VXQ73nghxSE_1EUA7SAkJ2eqmdonn47b6cHcHm1jG1k9IM2-MoDrwnS3XvzDZO-UxfDRBjiiBMxeI4kEl7g2J8cEk6iHnQmKn15U4aNCMvfPJxsh_xr5NhcFg91Lf1-kQ&__tn__=-UC,P-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ukraine?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZV7jEDokCdfEkDECDw-mCVZTIn6Pd7VV4jADkxRcQ9Ja4uB7EWXR_OZW8S-Hf8wY2VXQ73nghxSE_1EUA7SAkJ2eqmdonn47b6cHcHm1jG1k9IM2-MoDrwnS3XvzDZO-UxfDRBjiiBMxeI4kEl7g2J8cEk6iHnQmKn15U4aNCMvfPJxsh_xr5NhcFg91Lf1-kQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ukraine?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZV7jEDokCdfEkDECDw-mCVZTIn6Pd7VV4jADkxRcQ9Ja4uB7EWXR_OZW8S-Hf8wY2VXQ73nghxSE_1EUA7SAkJ2eqmdonn47b6cHcHm1jG1k9IM2-MoDrwnS3XvzDZO-UxfDRBjiiBMxeI4kEl7g2J8cEk6iHnQmKn15U4aNCMvfPJxsh_xr5NhcFg91Lf1-kQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/kyiv?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZV7jEDokCdfEkDECDw-mCVZTIn6Pd7VV4jADkxRcQ9Ja4uB7EWXR_OZW8S-Hf8wY2VXQ73nghxSE_1EUA7SAkJ2eqmdonn47b6cHcHm1jG1k9IM2-MoDrwnS3XvzDZO-UxfDRBjiiBMxeI4kEl7g2J8cEk6iHnQmKn15U4aNCMvfPJxsh_xr5NhcFg91Lf1-kQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/war?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZV7jEDokCdfEkDECDw-mCVZTIn6Pd7VV4jADkxRcQ9Ja4uB7EWXR_OZW8S-Hf8wY2VXQ73nghxSE_1EUA7SAkJ2eqmdonn47b6cHcHm1jG1k9IM2-MoDrwnS3XvzDZO-UxfDRBjiiBMxeI4kEl7g2J8cEk6iHnQmKn15U4aNCMvfPJxsh_xr5NhcFg91Lf1-kQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/andrewkravchenko?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZV7jEDokCdfEkDECDw-mCVZTIn6Pd7VV4jADkxRcQ9Ja4uB7EWXR_OZW8S-Hf8wY2VXQ73nghxSE_1EUA7SAkJ2eqmdonn47b6cHcHm1jG1k9IM2-MoDrwnS3XvzDZO-UxfDRBjiiBMxeI4kEl7g2J8cEk6iHnQmKn15U4aNCMvfPJxsh_xr5NhcFg91Lf1-kQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true


Elon Musk Has a Controversial Idea to Solve the Oil And Gas Crisis
Luc Olinga - The Street

USOIL Rising fast
Russia's invasion of Ukraine shocked the world and led to NATO and European
Union sanctions against Moscow.

The Street - Elon Musk Has a Controversial Idea to Solve the Oil And Gas Crisis

Elon Musk is a global CEO with a keen interest in geopolitical affairs.
Since the invasion of Ukraine by Russia on Feb. 24, the co-founder and chief
executive officer of Tesla (TSLA) - Get Tesla Inc. Report has closely followed the
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evolution of the war, which has already caused many deaths and the displacement of
millions.

The Russian bombings have also destroyed many Ukrainian cities. Currently, all eyes
are on the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, near the town of Enerhodar in the
Ukraine. Energoatom, the Ukrainian operator of this site, claims that the Russians
have bombed it on several occasions.

Moscow, for its part, points the responsibility for the bombings back to Kyiv. Experts
from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) are expected on site in the
coming days.

This ongoing Russian war, which has lasted for several months, has poisoned
relations between the country and the NATO countries and has led to severe
economic sanctions against Moscow. In addition to NATO, the European Union has
also imposed sanctions on Russia, which in turn has retaliated.

Energy Crisis
In March, the EU pledged to cut its gas imports from Russia by two-thirds within a
year. In retaliation, President Vladimir Putin decided to reduce gas deliveries from
Russia by 40%, thus provoking a gas crisis.

Since July, Russia sends only one third of the volume of gas required by Europe, to
pressure European countries to soften their sanctions on financial transactions and
technologies. Experts say Putin is using energy as a weapon to weaken Europe's
support for the Ukraine.

An energy crisis could cause a spiral of economic recession and social tensions in
Europe, warn experts. The consequences of this energy crisis are not yet serious
because of the summer, but we are now approaching autumn and the onset of cold
weather. It is at this time that we will really measure the impact of the Russian threat
as many European countries depend on Russian gas.

It is therefore no surprise that this gas war raises the question of the energy
independence of Europe. Germany, Europe's largest economy, depends on Russia for
nearly half of its gas supply.
View on Watch
Energy prices in Europe have soared in recent weeks. Wholesale electricity prices for
2023 in Germany and France, the two largest European economies, thus broke
records on Aug. 26, at more than 1,000 euros per megawatt hour (MWh) and 850
euros per MWh respectively. A year ago, prices for these two countries were around
85 euros per megawatt hour.

Overall European gas prices reached 341 euros per MWh, near the all-time high of
345 euros it struck in March.

The European Union member states are in the process of setting up energy saving and
sobriety plans, knowing that, with the approach of winter, the risk of shortages and
power cuts increases. The EU could soon hold an emergency meeting to deal with this
energy crisis.
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"@EU2022_CZ will convene an urgent meeting of Energy Ministers to discuss
specific emergency measures to address the energy situation,” tweeted on Aug. 26
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, the country which currently holds the rotating
presidency of the EU.

Shutting Down Nuclear Power Plants Is 'Bad for the Environment'
Elon Musk, the world's richest man is relaunching a controversial solution that he
considers the most realistic to reduce Europe's dependence on Russia in terms of oil
and gas supplies.
"Countries should be increasing nuclear power generation!,” the billionaire just
suggests on Twitter. "It is insane from a national security standpoint & bad for the
environment to shut them down.”

As expected, the tweet of the richest man in the world immediately caused thousands
of comments and relaunched the ultra-sensitive debate on the atom. Environmental
activists are against nuclear energy.

"Nuclear is clean, efficient, and could replace fossil fuels entirely if it was embraced.
It’s not, because so-called environmentalists aren’t pro clean energy, they are
anti-human,” commented journalist Scott Morefield.

"Some are indeed sadly anti-human,” Musk replied.

Nuclear is one of the actions the International Energy Agency (IEA) recommends in
its 10-Point Plan to the European Union for reducing reliance on Russian supplies by
over a third while supporting the European Green Deal.

"The key actions recommended in the IEA’s 10-Point Plan include not signing any
new gas contracts with Russia; maximizing gas supplies from other sources;
accelerating the deployment of solar and wind; making the most of existing low
emissions energy sources, such as nuclear and renewables; and ramping up energy
efficiency measures in homes and businesses,” the organization said last March.

The EU has set itself a target of carbon neutrality for member states by 2050.
European ecologists and countries like Austria and Luxembourg are opposed to
nuclear power, which they do not consider a green energy.

Nuclear power makes it possible to produce carbon-free electricity, but the
environmental impact of its radioactive waste and the risk of accidents are significant,
underscore these critics. They also say that nuclear power is dangerous because its
waste can potentially cause significant damage.

Proponents of nuclear energy believe that it emits very little CO2 and thus does not
contribute to climate change.

Satellite images show holes in the roof of a building at the Ukrainian nuclear
power plant Russian troops have been using as a shield

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true
https://www.iea.org/news/how-europe-can-cut-natural-gas-imports-from-russia-significantly-within-a-year


Jake Epstein (jepstein@insider.com) - Business Insider

Holes in the roof of a building at Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant on
August 29, 2022. Satellite image ©2022 Maxar Technologies

New satellite images show damage to the roof of a building at the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant.
The plant in southern Ukraine, which is Europe's biggest, has been occupied by
Russia for months.
It has also been the site of recent fighting, which has led watchdog agencies to voice
concern.
Satellite images published on Monday show local fires and damage to a building at
southern Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, which occupying Russian
troops have been using as a shield.
One image captured by Maxar Technologies and obtained by Insider shows a handful
of holes in the roof of a building at the power plant, which has suffered damage from
fires and explosions amid ongoing fighting and shelling in the area. A few of the holes
appear to have darkened scorch marks around them, but it is unclear exactly what
caused them.
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This image specifically highlights the damage to the roof of a building at the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. Satellite image ©2022 Maxar Technologies.

Russian forces have occupied the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant — which is the
biggest in Europe — since early March. Since then, international watchdogs have
constantly voiced concerns that any fighting near the plant could spark a major
disaster.

In recent weeks, hostilities and shelling around the plant have caused damage to the
facility and disconnected it from the local power grid. Ukraine's state energy operator
last week blamed the disconnection — which it said was the first in its decades-long
history — on Russia. Shelling earlier in August also triggered a partial power
shutdown at the plant.

satellite images obtained by CNN contradict Vladimir Putin's claims

The British defense ministry, among others, has said in intelligence updates that
Russian forces appear to be using the plant's protective status as a shield, leaving
Ukraine reluctant to attack because it doesn't want to risk a nuclear accident. Nuclear
watchdogs, meanwhile, have been sounding the alarm that the plant's safety and
security needs to be secured.
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Before and after satellite imagery highlights the devastation from Russia's attacks
on Mariupol, Ukraine.
The Ukrainian port city of Mariupol is being bombed and besieged by Russian forces.
Satellite images show what the city of more than 400,000 people looked like before
and after the attack.

Ukraine accused Russia on Wednesday of bombing a maternity hospital in the city.
Before Russia's invasion last month, Mariupol was a bustling port city in southern
Ukraine. But since the war began, it has been besieged and repeatedly struck by
Russian airstrikes and artillery fire, with civilians reportedly shelled as they try to
flee.

On Wednesday, the situation became even more grim, with reports that Russian
attacks had leveled a children's and maternity hospital in the city of roughly 400,000
people.

Satellite images taken by the US firm Maxar Technologies — from June 2021 and
March 9, 2022 — show the physical devastation from two weeks of war that have also
killed more than 1,000 Ukrainian civilians.

International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi said on
Monday that the "day has come" for a mission to travel to the nuclear plant, to ensure
and inspect its stability. He said the mission will arrive later this week.

The following are some other images of the Zaporizhzhia plant that Maxar captured
on Monday, which show armored personnel carriers and smoke from nearby fires.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true
https://www.businessinsider.com/ukraine-says-russia-shelling-mariupol-humanitarian-corridor-break-cease-fire-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/ukraine-says-russia-shelling-mariupol-humanitarian-corridor-break-cease-fire-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/zelenskyy-condemns-russia-direct-strike-at-mariupol-maternity-hospital-2022-3
https://twitter.com/rafaelmgrossi/status/1564096717397659649


Armored personnel carriers at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant on August 29,
2022. Satellite image ©2022 Maxar Technologies.

A closer view of reactors at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant on August 29, 2022.
Satellite image ©2022 Maxar Technologies.
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Overview of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant on August 29, 2022. Satellite
image ©2022 Maxar Technologies.

*** Read the original article on Business Insider

Ukrainian Soldiers Trade Tanks and Artillery on the Front Line
Thomas Gibbons-Neff & Natalia Yermak - New York Times
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Repairing a captured Russian armored personnel carrier in the Donetsk region of
Ukraine last week.© Tyler Hicks/The New York Times

DONETSK REGION, Ukraine — The Ukrainian sergeant slid the captured Russian
rocket launcher into the center of a small room. He was pleased. The weapon was
practically brand-new. It had been built in 2020, and its thermobaric warhead was
deadly against troops and armored vehicles.

But the sergeant, nicknamed Zmei, had no plans to fire it at advancing Russian
soldiers or at a tank trying to burst through his unit’s front line in eastern Ukraine.
Instead, he was going to use it as a bargaining chip.
Within the 93rd Mechanized Brigade, Zmei was not just a lowly sergeant. He was the
brigade’s point man for a wartime bartering system among Ukrainian forces.

Prevalent along the front line, the exchange operates like a kind of shadow economy,
soldiers say, in which units acquire weapons or equipment and trade them for
supplies they need urgently.

Most of the bartering involves items captured from Russian troops. Ukrainian
soldiers refer to them as “trophies.”
“Usually, the trades are done really fast,” Zmei said last week during an interview in
Ukraine’s mineral-rich Donbas region, where the 93rd is now stationed.
“Let’s just call it a simplification of bureaucracy.”

Despite the influx of Western weapons and equipment in recent months, the Ukrainian
military still relies heavily on arms and vehicles captured from their better-equipped
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Russian foe for the matériel needed to wage war; much of Ukraine’s aging Soviet-era
arsenal is either destroyed, worn down or lacks ammunition.

That has left Ukrainian soldiers scrounging the battlefield for essentials as their own
supply lines are strained. And the relatively small numbers of big-ticket foreign
weapons, such as the American-made M777 howitzer, are thinly spread on the
sprawling 1,500-mile front.

“We have hopes for Kyiv,” said Fedir, one of the brigade’s supply sergeants and an
understudy of Zmei, referring to military commanders in the capital.
“But we rely on ourselves. We aren’t trying to just sit and wait like idiots until Kyiv
sends us something.”

To protect against reprisals, Zmei, Fedir and others interviewed for this article
requested that only their given names or nicknames be used.
The Ukrainian military did not immediately respond to a request for comment about
the equipment exchanges.

Capturing Russian items has become increasingly difficult as the war moves into a
more static phase, with Russia’s grinding artillery war forcing Ukrainians to slowly
retreat in the east, while trying to regain territory in the south. That has created even
higher demand for items traded in the soldiers’ underground exchange.

Such was the case in early May, when the 93rd — a renowned unit that had fought in
almost every major battle of the war — was operating around the Russian-occupied
city of Izium. Zmei, who before the war owned a small publishing house that
specialized in dark fantasy novels, received an innocuous text message from a nearby
Ukrainian commander.

“Hi,” the message read. “Listen, here’s the thing, we have a needless tank, a T-72 a
bit damaged.”
“And we’d exchange it for something nice,” the commander added.

The series of text messages, sent over the messaging application Telegram and
reviewed by The New York Times, is just one example of the type of equipment that is
unofficially swapping hands.

The commander’s requests were modest: a transport truck and a couple of sniper
rifles in return for the Russian trophy tank. But Zmei told his customer, “This is too
few things for a tank, write down what else you need.” The commander responded
that he had plenty of tanks and wanted only the items requested.

When the commander mentioned all the tanks in his unit’s possession, Zmei sensed an
opportunity to expand the trade. He wanted more tanks, and noted that the 93rd had
foreign-supplied anti-tank missiles and U.S. portable surface-to-air missile systems
available for a swap.

“Can get the launchers for a Stinger, NLAWs, various large stuff for a trade — and a
lot of that,” Zmei said, referring to some of the Western weapons, which cost tens of
thousands of dollars apiece.
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Of the more than half-dozen soldiers interviewed for this article, most said that this
underground economy was driven by the need to survive. Sometimes, they said, that
meant circumventing a clumsy bureaucracy.

Although soldiers said that they were supposed to send captured equipment up the
supply chain back to Kyiv, they noted that there was little effort to investigate the
underground exchanges, let alone punish anyone for doing it.

Western governments, having provided billions of dollars of military equipment, have
pressed Ukraine to safeguard against possible corruption in the distribution process,
but so far there have been no documented cases of weapons ending up in the hands of
anyone apart from other Ukrainian units.

But even keeping the transfer of weapons unofficial can cause problems.
Matt Schroeder, an analyst at the Small Arms Survey, a research organization, said
that informal transfers of matériel between units “could undermine stockpile
management procedures,” but that “such transfers are not, in themselves, indicative
of trafficking or leakage.”

Sitting near the turret of a captured Russian T-80 tank, a Ukrainian soldier named
Alex explained that sending captured equipment back to Kyiv for official accounting
was problematic.
“There is no guarantee that we’re going to get it back anytime soon,” he said.
“We try to do it mostly ourselves.”

A former software engineer from Ukraine’s second-largest city, Kharkiv, Alex is a
celebrity in the 93rd. His captured tank, nicknamed Bunny, with him in command,
destroyed several Russian armored vehicles around Izium and the northeastern city of
Sumy earlier in the war, Ukrainian commanders said.

But now the tank is far from the front and awaiting a turret repair. An important part
for that work was recently acquired by trading a 120-millimeter mortar and a heavy
machine gun with another unit, Alex said.

Just as he was speaking, a captured Russian armored personnel carrier rolled into
the repair bay. It parked behind a barely running Ukrainian armored vehicle that one
soldier joked had probably participated in the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in the
1980s.

Alex is waiting for his own kind of repairs. He was shot in the right leg during a
patrol in May. The bullet shattered his femur.
He and several other Ukrainian soldiers had been on a reconnaissance patrol in the
gray zone — the area between Russian and Ukrainian front lines — when he was hit.
The mission had carried two objectives, he said: to find Russian positions and to find
abandoned equipment.

“We are losing tanks,” Alex said.
“If this war goes the distance, sooner or later we’ll be out of Soviet equipment and
other Soviet tanks, so we will have to switch to something else.”
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Near his subterranean headquarters not far from the front line, Alex’s battalion
commander, Bogdan, described the severity of his unit’s situation. The sound of
incoming and outgoing artillery echoed in the fields beyond.

“We’re fighting with whatever we captured from the enemy,” Bogdan said, noting
that 80 percent of his current supplies was captured Russian equipment.
“It’s no better in other battalions,” he added.

Bogdan’s unit of around 700 troops had arrived to replace Ukrainian forces worn
down by casualties and equipment loss. Now, after six months of acting like a
“firefighter” by rushing from one front-line hot spot to the next, his troops were
facing a similar fate.

“We are losing a lot of men,” Bogdan said.
“We can’t cope with their artillery. This, and airstrikes, are big problems.”

Asked about sophisticated, Western-supplied weapons that government officials say
will be the big difference-maker, he said that in his brigade, “nobody has foreign
equipment,” adding, “We have a great many questions as to where it goes.”

Those questions have fallen on a 28-year-old Ukrainian soldier who goes by the name
of Michael. He lives in a small rundown single-story house several miles from the
front line. An infantry soldier by trade, he is currently Bogdan’s supply officer.

In Michael’s squalid kitchen are printouts tacked to the wall listing the Western
equipment his battalion desperately needs: encrypted radios, semiautomatic grenade
launchers and Polish 155-millimeter howitzers, known as Krabs.

A Krab unit commander named Andriy said that his howitzers were not available for
trade, though he might consider a swap if offered a French self-propelled artillery
piece in exchange.

The 93rd currently only possesses old Soviet-era artillery pieces that have worn out
barrels and are low on ammunition.
“I have to go and buy everything and trade things, and bring it all here,” Michael
said.

“So what’s going on is a personal initiative,” he said.
“You’re taking the risk, it’s criminal. Nobody will thank you. It’s a thankless job.”

China's Communist Party to hold Congress set to cement Xi's rule
AFP

China's ruling Communist Party will begin its 20th Party Congress on October 16,
state media reported Tuesday, a landmark meeting at which President Xi Jinping is
expected to be anointed as the country's most powerful leader in decades.
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The meeting in the capital Beijing is widely expected to see Xi reinstated as president
for an unprecedented third term© WANG ZHAO

The congress in the capital Beijing comes as Xi faces significant political headwinds,
including an ailing economy, deteriorating relations with the United States and a
strict zero-Covid policy that has accelerated China's inward turn from the world.

The event will see about 2,300 Communist Party delegates from across the country
descend on Beijing© NICOLAS ASFOURI

It is widely expected to see Xi reinstated as president for a third term --
unprecedented in the contemporary era.
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It will also see the unveiling of a new top leadership line-up, as Xi consolidates his
grip on the party and his position as the most powerful Chinese leader since the
country's founder Mao Zedong.

The meeting -- held every five years -- will be “extremely important”, according to a
report by state broadcaster CCTV on a Monday meeting of the country's 25-member
Politburo, adding preparations were “progressing smoothly.”

The event will see about 2,300 Communist Party delegates from across the country
descend on Beijing in a highly choreographed exercise to pick members of the party's
Central Committee of around 200 members.
The final meeting of the current Central Committee will take place in Beijing from
October 9, the report said.

The Central Committee will then vote for the 25-person Politburo and its all-powerful
Standing Committee -- China's highest leadership body and apex of power, currently
comprised of seven people.

Voting is mostly a formality -- the pecking order of the Politburo and its Standing
Committee is likely to have been decided well in advance. The overall duration of the
Congress is not yet clear.

- Expect no surprises –
Analysts predict “no surprises” in terms of format and timing.
“Most people will not be surprised to see that Xi Jinping will have a third term. I
think this has been lined up for a while,” said Alfred Wu Muluan, a Chinese politics
expert and associate professor at the National University of Singapore.

“He will increase the percentage of his supporters, particularly from Fujian and
Zhejiang (where Xi previously held top positions), in the Politburo... He can then
count on their support for his fourth term in five years' time.”

It is likely that Xi will be anointed the honorific title of “Great Leader” at the
Congress, Wu said, a term last used to refer to Mao Zedong.
Party propaganda organs such as its official newspaper, the People's Daily, have
already started using the term “People's Leader” to refer to Xi.

Wu added that the top leadership lineup was most likely set during the secretive
two-week conclave of Communist Party leaders held at the seaside town of Beidaihe
in August.

- Unchecked power -
Xi's decade-long tenure has also seen crackdowns on corruption within the party,
which analysts say served to take down his political rivals, as well as the crushing of
a democracy movement in Hong Kong and strict lockdown on cities in the name of
curbing the coronavirus.

He has faced harsh human rights criticism from the international community over
repressive policies in the northwestern Xinjiang region, which have seen an estimated
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one million Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities detained in a sweeping crackdown
ostensibly targeting “terrorism”.

He also ushered in an assertive “Wolf Warrior” foreign policy that has alienated
Western democracies and some of China's regional neighbors, and pushed for closer
ties with Russia while cultivating domestic nationalism to rampant levels.

He abolished the presidential two-term limit in 2018 -- originally set up by former
leader Deng Xiaoping in the 1980s to prevent another Mao-like dictatorship --
leaving the possibility of him becoming leader for life.

Over the past year, Chinese propaganda has worked in overdrive to bolster Xi's
legacy, diminish the achievements of his predecessors and further enshrine him in the
highest echelons of the Communist Party.

Analysts predict that at this year's congress, Xi will be looking to shorten the name of
his official political philosophy in the party constitution to the pithier “Xi Jinping
Thought”, putting him on par with Mao.

Joe Biden, the little man who wasn’t there
Hugo Gurdon (Opinion) - Washington Examiner

President Joe Biden has enjoyed a summer revival of sorts, meaning a rise in his
public job approval number from a grotesquely low 36.8% in
the RealClearPolitics average to a still lamentable 42%. In parallel, his disapproval
fell from 57.4% to 54.7%.

Washington Examiner: Joe Biden, the little man who wasn’t there

This is enough for Democratic congressional candidates to rethink shunning the
president on the campaign trail but is hardly a ringing endorsement.

Biden’s small but significant rebound is widely attributed to legislative “wins” such
as the passage of the CHIPS Act, trumpeted as helping American computer chip
makers compete with China, and the misnamed Inflation Reduction Act —
three-quarters of a trillion dollars' worth of warmed up leftovers from the more costly
failure, Build Back Better.
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But although the public does not like ineptness and gridlock in Washington and might
therefore like signs of life in the federal government, the passage of these bills is
unlikely to have improved Biden’s image substantively.

More significant is that he was in hiding during midsummer, “strictly” isolating
because he had COVID. This removed him from the public eye for weeks, and it is
remarkable how much better he looks when you can’t see him. Biden is no hero, but if
he has a superpower, it is invisibility. Being an empty suit has taken him to the top.

His absence made voters’ hearts grow fonder in 2020. He won the presidency,
remember, by retiring to his Delaware basement, avoiding the public gaze, and
limiting his visible weirdness and blunders to occasional video appearances.

He is only now restarting his delayed midterm election tour, holding events postponed
earlier this month and last month. It’s a fair bet these will do him less good than
removing himself entirely from voter scrutiny.

It is not just Biden but many Democrats who prosper when out of view. Hillary
Clinton has always alienated people when she’s in the limelight, including her
campaign 30 years ago to foist Hillary care on the nation during her husband’s
presidency. Whenever the public hears her speak, let alone when it hears her laugh, it
is repelled.

This dichotomy — seeming plausible and attractive only until scrutinized — is
common among Democrats. Republicans probably look uglier on the surface, being
easily portrayed as obsessed with cutting taxes for the rich or as misogynistic haters
of equality because they oppose “a woman’s right to choose.” But wash off the mud
flung at them by the Left and look beneath the superficial analysis, and you find
sounder economic policy and deeper, humane thinking.

With Democrats, it's the reverse. As Varad Mehta wrote in the Washington
Examiner, under the oily, glossy surface of today’s Democrats, you find adherence to
extreme, left-wing policies that are deeply damaging.

It doesn’t matter whether you are a tough black woman and former police chief, as is
Rep. Val Demings (D-FL), or a photogenic, left-coast ex-mayor, as is California Gov.
Gavin Newsom, or a lanky Texan with Camelot pretensions and a bacterial infection,
as is Beto O’Rourke — a little scrutiny reveals that you are the same lockstep
left-winger underneath.

You’re all-in for policies that voters don’t like, such as abortion extremism, ruinous
federal spending, the takeover of children by a malicious nanny state, and every other
woke fad, no matter how delusional and culturally corrosive. This is partly because
on the postmodern sub-Marxist Left, the personal is political. Who you are matters
more than what skills you possess and what you think.

Vice President Kamala Harris was chosen because she is black and a woman —
Biden made that explicit — so she had the appearance he required and that
Democrats deem attractive. But set aside her intersectional credentials and listen to
her, and it’s clear that she is, like her boss, an empty suit — grating and incompetent.
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The success of Democrats, such as it is, is the triumph of form over substance. They
look the part, and they can color their resumes appealingly, but the public likes them
less as soon as it actually examines them. They are inescapably in our faces, and yet
what we see is not what we get.

Everyone likes the idea of free college, free childcare, free money — who doesn’t
want free stuff? — but the consequences, once examined, such as inflation, moral
hazard, goodies for the wealthy at the expense of the working class, leave the public
naturally and sensibly cold.

The phantasm of the modern Democrat puts one in mind of “The Little Man Who
Wasn’t There,” an amusing rhyme by William Hughes Mearns which opens,
“Yesterday, upon the stair, I met a man who wasn’t there! He wasn't there again
today, Oh how I wish he’d go away!”

How one wishes the ghostly and ghastly Democrats would go away.

Ukraine's shadow army tracking the Russian troops
AFP

Crouched in bushes on the shores of the Dnipro River, two young Ukrainian men
dressed in army gear stalked Russian troops through the camera of a
remote-controlled drone.

Members of Ukraine's resistance movement help gather intelligence on Russian troop
movements and positions© Daniel DE CARTERET

Oleksiy and Mykola -- not their real names -- are part of "Rukh Oporu", the
resistance network tracking down Russian forces in southern Ukraine.
Their job is to gather intelligence on Russian troop movements and positions before
passing it on to the Ukrainian armed forces.
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And since the regular army has launched a counter-offensive to take back the
southern Kherson region, the support of this resistance network could prove crucial.

This time, their mission was particularly risky.
They were within range of Russian troops stationed on the other side of the
10-kilometre (six-mile) wide estuary.

Their drone, airborne for 25 minutes, was a simple commercial kit from China, and
Russia is able to track those controlling it.
That meant Mykola and Oleksiy were at risk of coming under fire -- something they
said had happened several times in the past.
But their mission went off without a hitch.

They spotted several trucks and new fortified Russian positions, information they
shared with a soldier before leaving the scene.

Now all they needed was a large screen to properly examine today's footage, so as to
locate potential targets and coordinate with the army.

- 'Thousands' of agents -
Oleksiy used to take care of his family business but decided to join the resistance
network after seeing images of Russian atrocities in Bucha, just outside Kyiv. Mykola
used to work in tourism.

Now safely installed in a nearby flat where he could analyse the fresh images, Oleksiy
tried to explain his relationship with the regular army.
“We work horizontally,” he said.
“Theoretically I should have gone to army headquarters in Mykolaiv to show it to
them, but it'll be quicker if we do it ourselves.”

Mykolaiv is the first big city west of Kherson, which Russians seized early in the war.
The recent Ukrainian counter-offensive is to try to take it back.
Mykolaiv has thus become the centre for Ukrainian resistance in the south.

In a nondescript building, Oleksiy introduced AFP journalists to 50-year-old Oleg, a
senior figure in Rukh Oporu.
Oleg, his face hidden by a balaclava, agreed to shed some light on the resistance
network he coordinated.
“We're not talking about one or two people here,” he said of the “agents” operating
covertly inside Russian-occupied territory.
“There are thousands of people working in separate cells.”
Almost all of them are civilians, and their main mission consists in following Russian
troop movements, he added.

- 'Very efficient'
The ongoing “counter-offensive relies partly on our data”, he said.
“We know the locations of the main command centres, of their meetings, of the
weapons delivery points, of the main supply routes.
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“I spoke to a guy just this morning, he told me he saw 100 vehicles all massing up in
one place.
“This guy, he's not afraid of anything,” said Oleg.
“He fights because he knows why he is fighting.”

Roman Kostenko, a former soldier who is now a deputy in the Ukrainian parliament,
acknowledged the role played by Rukh Oporu.
“The resistance movement has been very efficient,” said Kostenko, who heads up the
defence committee.
“We use the information we get from drones and satellites, but we also need people to
confirm the location of our targets,” he told AFP.

For a few weeks now, Ukraine has been taking the fight into the Russian-controlled
area.
Russian military infrastructure has been hit by strikes, and targeted killings are
carried out almost daily.

On Monday, a former member of the Ukrainian parliament who worked with the
newly installed occupying administration in Kherson was shot dead.

Neither Oleksiy nor Oleg could say who carried out such assassinations.
But a Ukrainian soldier with links to the resistance told AFP: “Some civilians are
ready to do it. We gave them weapons.”

This includes former members of Ukraine's territorial defence forces -- a regional
reserve usually posted on low-risk missions -- “given Kalashnikovs” after being
trained by Ukrainian special forces.

- Moscow tightens control -
But Moscow is also tightening its grip on the region.
Many sources told AFP about cases of civilians being tortured, sometimes simply for
having taken part in anti-Russian protests.
AFP was not able to independently confirm the claims.

Another resistance member, Vadym, insists he was "just your average guy" before the
war.
He joined Rukh Oporu to "collect intel, organise caches of weapons, deliver weapons
to whoever was ready to use them".

He told what happened after Russians discovered a weapon stash belonging to two
members of the territorial defence forces.
"They killed one of them, and I don't know what happened to the other one," he said.
Vadym ended up leaving the region, which he managed only thanks to a $200 bribe at
a checkpoint.

For now, heading back is out of the question.
"Russians can always say that they'll catch us, but the resistance will prevail," he
said.
"There's more of us, we are the people."
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Taiwan vows to counterattack if China's forces enter its territory
The Jerusalem Post

Taiwan said on Wednesday it would exercise its right to self-defense and
“counter-attack” if Chinese armed forces entered its territory, as Beijing increased
military activities near the democratic island.

Taiwanese Army representatives attend a baseball game with face masks adorned
with the Taiwanese flag, May 7, 2020© (photo credit: REUTERS/ANN WANG)

Beijing, which claims Taiwan as its own against strong objections by the government
in Taipei, has held military exercises around the island this month in reaction to a
visit to Taipei by US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi.
“For aircraft and ships that entered our sea and air territory of 12 nautical miles, the
national army will exercise the right to self-defense and counter-attack without
exception,”

Taiwanese defense officials said China's “high intensity” military patrols near
Taiwan continued and Beijing's intention of making the Taiwan Strait separating the
two sides its “inner sea” would become the main source of instability in the region.

“For aircraft and ships that entered our sea and air territory of 12 nautical miles, the
national army will exercise right to self-defense and counter attack without exception,”
Lin Wen-Huang, deputy chief of the general staff for operations and planning, told
reporters at a news briefing.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/satellite-images-show-damaged-warplanes-after-crimea-explosions-despite-russian-claims-mcdonald-s-to-reopen-in-ukraine-updates/ar-AA10ypka?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=dcf0db73fa1043c8da781a76f4c14952%26fullscreen=true
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-715920
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-vows-to-counterattack-if-china-s-forces-enter-its-territory/ar-AA11iykQ?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=630f5ee2a6af4a70a421be101b638fc7&fullscreen=true
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-715897
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-713787


Soldiers from Taiwan demonstrate a US-made dual mount Stinger missile system
during the opening day of the ''Taipei Aerospace and Defense Technology Exhibition''
August 11, 2005. (credit: REUTERS/RICHARD CHUNG RC/DY)© Provided by The

Jerusalem Post.

Taiwan strengthening their defense
Taiwan fired warning shots at a Chinese drone for the first time on Tuesday shortly
after President Tsai Ing-wen ordered Taiwan's military to take “strong
countermeasures” against what she termed Chinese provocations.

China's Foreign Ministry this week dismissed complaints from Taiwan about drone
harassment as “not worth fussing about,” prompting Taipei to label Beijing as
nothing more than thieves.

In the same briefing, Ma Cheng-Kun, a director from the military academy National
Defence University, said China might further move to reject the passage of foreign
naval ships through the strait without its permission.
“After the new military normal status has been consolidated, then the risk of collision
will increase if foreign naval ships insist on the rights of navigation and freedom,” he
said.

US warships and those from allied nations such as Britain and Canada have routinely
sailed through the strait in recent years, including two US Navy warships last week.

Taiwan's armed forces are well-equipped but dwarfed by China's. Tsai is overseeing
a modernization program and has made increasing defense spending a priority.

China has not ruled out using force to bring the island under its control. Taipei
rejects Beijing's sovereignty claims, saying that the People's Republic of China has
never ruled the island and that only Taiwan's people can decide their future.
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