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There’s only one New Yorker Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez fights for: herself
Miranda Devine (Opinion) - New York Post

There are a lot of bad things happening in New York that a politician who cared
about her constituents might try to solve, or at least could mention amid her manic
social-media output.

But not Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the 32-year-old woke Democrat from
Westchester who represents New York’s 14th Congressional District that takes in
parts of Queens and the Bronx, where residents are suffering from rising crime and
inflation.

Since she’s been a powerful national voice for almost four years, you would think she
could make herself useful to her constituents.

Instead, all she does is make a spectacle of herself. Her Instagram account, with more
than 8 million followers, consists almost entirely of close-up images of her pretty face
and rants about perceived slights to her good self, along with the occasional makeup
lesson.

Her latest psychodrama has been unrolling in ever more frantic installments since
Wednesday, when Alex Stein, a YouTube comedian and professional right-wing
troll, catcalled her as she climbed the steps of the Capitol with her entourage.

“AOC, my favorite big-booty Latina,” Stein said, filming himself as the
congresswoman walked by in a white knit mini-dress.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez has not used her platform to discuss problems facing her
constituents.Getty images
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Ocasio-Cortez was heckled by a conservative YouTube comedian as she walked up
the Capitol steps last week.Twitter

“I love you, AOC. You’re my favorite. She wants to kill babies but she’s still beautiful.
You look very beautiful in that dress. You look very sexy. Look at that booty on AOC.
That’s my favorite big-booty Latina.”

Not a good look for all
The congresswoman’s reaction in the moment was to walk over to Stein and say,
“Why don’t we do a little selfie?” while flashing the peace sign for the camera.
AOC loves a camera and the camera loves AOC.
“Look how sexy she looks in that dress,” Stein continued after she walked away. “I
love it. AOC. Hot, hot, hot like a tamale.”

His stunt was rude, unfunny and borderline sexual harassment, for sure. But on the
scale of threats, it was nothing.

Yet she then spent the next few days whipping herself up into a rage about the terrible
affront. She branded Stein “racist,” “extremist,” “dangerous.” She demanded the
Capitol Police intervene over his “extraordinarily sexually explicit and rude”
comments.

Her tirade was typical of the hysterics she indulges in, which are a hallmark of some
teenage girls but which you would expect an adult woman in a serious job would have
outgrown.
“This guy followed me up the Capitol saying, ‘Look at your juicy a**’, ‘you Latina’
& bunch of other disgusting garbage in front of an officer who let him continue, so
I’m just going to share his photo here since there’s no other protection,” she tweeted
in the first of a flood of escalating complaints.
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“No other protection” presumably was a criticism of her fiancé, web developer Riley
Roberts, who had been walking up the steps alongside her, with their French bulldog
puppy Deco on a little lead, and sensibly ignored the troll.

Poor Riley probably spent the night on the couch, as AOC spiraled into increasingly
kooky hyperbole. The damsel in distress took to Instagram at one point with a
shout-out to her admirers.
“I asked men on Instagram what advice they have for other men who want to stand up
to abusers and harassers, but struggle to in the moment,” she posted, and then shared
her favorite replies.
Take that, Riley!

AOC got her staff to call the Capitol Police five times demanding action and managed
to get Stein’s comedy performance at the DC Arts Center canceled.
But it wasn’t enough.
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Ocasio-Cortez has established herself as a social media star, but really just makes a
spectacle of herself rather than helping New Yorkers.Getty Images

That night she went outside and ranted to reporters about the Capitol Police.
Wild-eyed and clapping her hands, she claimed “we’re not safe” because some
officers had been “very clearly sympathetic and opening the doors wide open” to
Capitol rioters on Jan. 6.

“Remember how there was tons of footage and evidence of officers & others inside on
1/6 supporting insurrectionists, but then everyone decided it was too politically risky
to investigate thoroughly so they brushed under the rug?” she later tweeted.

Not that she is wrong about the true story being swept under the rug. Nancy Pelosi’s
J6 kangaroo court refuses to investigate anything that doesn’t lead to Donald Trump.
But AOC was so angry, she didn’t care that she was blowing up the Dems’ carefully
constructed J6 narrative.

The next day, her rage had not subsided. She called a press conference for “female
and LGBT” reporters to tear into the cops some more.
Media sideshow
“This is not a place that is designed to protect women. It’s not a place that’s designed
to protect LGBT people, and I fear for all of the journalists here.”
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Ocasio-Cortez previously encouraged protests where Supreme Court justices can see
them.Getty Images

The Capitol Police were forced to issue a statement pointing out that Stein’s
comments, “although inappropriate, are not criminal. [He] never threatened or
touched the Congresswoman. Out of an abundance of caution, our officers stopped
the man and ran his information, which did not show any warrants.”
End of story. But not for AOC.

Always the victim, her hypocrisy and lack of self-awareness is comical, although it
can’t be healthy for her state of mind.
She wants Stein arrested, yet when protesters illegally surround Supreme Court Justice
Brett Kavanaugh’s home or harass him at a restaurant, even after an assassination
attempt, she scoffs at safety concerns and mocks him for missing out on his “soufflé.”
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She demands the Capitol Police protect her from rudeness, yet she agitates to defund
police for the rest of us.

She could have used her fame to help bodega worker Jose Alba, charged with murder
after defending himself from two attackers, just three miles across the Harlem River
from her district.

She is all about identity politics, and never about issues that affect the lives of New
Yorkers. She is the most vocal and combative “Latinx” in politics, yet she failed to
say a word when Jill Biden called Hispanics “breakfast tacos.”

Once regarded as presidential material, she could have used her charms to be a force
for good, but instead she succumbed to narcissism and socialist claptrap.

Now she is frantic because she knows her time has come and gone. She is the last of a
dwindling breed of Hispanics who still vote Democratic and like being called Latinx.
She will fade into irrelevance once her party is humbled by voters in November.
It may be the best thing to ever happen to her.

Seattle businesses take law into own hands to combat homelessness, angering
activists
Business owners say eco-blocks are their only option to keep homeless
encampments away from stores
Emma Colton - Fox News

Citizens of Seattle starting to ‘wake up’ as crime continues to rise
Owner of Steele Barber Matthew Humphrey on the rising crime affecting Seattle
small businesses and the Starbucks locations that shutdown over crime concerns.

Business and property owners in Seattle are installing 1-ton concrete blocks on city
streets to prevent RVs and homeless encampments from forming or returning to an
area.
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"Individual businesses and residents are putting ecology blocks out as taking matters
in their own hands because if they call the city and say there are RVs out in front of
their business or out in front of their home, they can’t do anything about it," business
owner JW Harvey told The Seattle Times.

Anonymous Seattleites have hauled the massive 1 to 2-ton blocks – known as "ecology
blocks” or "eco blocks” – using special equipment outside residential areas and in
front of businesses to prevent RVs from parking and homeless encampments from
forming.

Seattle has struggled with homelessness issues for years, which only worsened during
the pandemic. Seattle and King County ranked as the third area in the nation with the
most homeless people in 2020, recording roughly 11,700 people living on the streets.
Washington state ranks fifth across the country for its homeless population, at 30
people per 10,000 residents.

A temporary housing tent on a street in downtown Seattle, Washington, U.S., on
Friday, Oct. 22, 2021. (Chona Kasinger/Bloomberg via Getty Images)

Encampments in Seattle and in its county grew during the pandemic, with a 50%
increase in tents in the city’s urban center, according to a previous Seattle Times
report.

Data from the King County Regional Homelessness Authority reported that roughly
13,368 people were homeless in 2022, up nearly 14% since 2020 numbers.
Large vehicles such as RVs are only allowed to be parked in industrial zoned areas of
the city, but the city paused parking enforcement during the pandemic.

Anonymous individuals then proceeded to install more eco-blocks in front of
businesses and homes, most notably in the neighborhoods such as Georgetown,
Ballard and Sodo, The Seattle Times reported.

Just in June, a local health club in the city alerted followers and members on social
media that the gym would install eco-blocks near its building once a homeless
encampment was cleared by the city.
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"To avoid the return of the encampment, the West Seattle Health Club is partnering
with our neighboring businesses to place eco-blocks along the surrounding area,” the
West Seattle Health Club said in a letter in June.

Safety for patrons and employees is often a top concern for business owners, while
businesses are also worried about losing their livelihoods if they install the blocks,
the executive director of the Sodo Business Improvement Area, Erin Goodman, told
The Seattle Times.

Having a business near a homeless encampment includes additional stressors and
liabilities, according to Goodman. Encampments can attract rats that could hurt food
manufacturers and restaurants, while fires started at homeless encampments and RVs
could damage retail buildings.

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON - MARCH 14: Police officers check on a man who said he
has been smoking fentanyl in downtown Seattle on March 14, 2022, in Seattle,

Washington. (John Moore/Getty Images)

Crime has also skyrocketed in Seattle since 2020, when the pandemic upended society
and protests and riots swept the nation following the death of George Floyd. Murders
spiked by 61% in 2020 compared to 2019, notching the highest number of murders for
the city in 26 years. As of April of this year, violent crime was up 32% compared to
2021, previous reports found.

Georgetown business owner JW Harvey told the outlet that he has resisted installing
eco-blocks due because they would take up public parking and look ugly, but the
"ripple effects” of working near the encampments has drained him.

He said that over the last decade, but most notably during the pandemic, he has spent
more time talking to those living in the encampments and providing them tools and
water than he has actually working.

Harvey argued that many business owners feel like the eco-blocks are their only
choice to keep the encampments away from their stores, citing that it only takes a
couple of weeks for a homeless encampment to return to an area the city had cleared
and cleaned.
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Installing an eco-block on a city street is illegal, but the city has not forcefully
demanded the blocks' removal, The Seattle Times report shows. There are hundreds of
such blocks of the streets of Seattle, but only 25 property and business owners have
been warned that they could face fines for not removing the blocks since June 2021.

The fines include: a $250 penalty for first offense, $500 for the second and $1,000 for
the third violation. There are no limits to how many fines a person or business can
receive in a year.
The report notes that none of the 25 people or business owners who received
warnings about the blocks received a citation on the matter.

"I don’t think [warnings] are going to deter anybody,” Goodman told the outlet.
"They’re still going to do it and even for the period of time before the city notices,
they get a bit of relief.”

As parking enforcement in the city resumed this year, homeless outreach advocates
claimed that it's unfair homeless people are facing fines for parking in restricted
areas while people who install the blocks are not being patrolled at the same rate.
"The new mayor ran on a law-and-order platform and this is the law,” said Bill
Kirlin-Hackett, the director of the Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness, told The
Seattle Times.
"We just find it to be quite hypocritical.”

One man who has lived out of his RV for six years told the outlet that the eco-blocks
are symbols of hatred towards homeless people.

"So much of the community has so much built-up hatred against us,” Garth Caroll
said.
"We’re just trying to fend for ourselves until we can get some permanent housing.”

The city cited difficulty in determining who is responsible for the eco-blocks on the
streets when responding to complaints, as they are often anonymously dropped in
areas encompassing multiple businesses or homes. The Seattleites who install the
blocks often do so right after members of Seattle Public Utilities ask RVs to move off a
street in order for them to clean.

The city said it does respond to public complaints about ecology blocks, but it does
not have workers "continuously patrol the city looking for violations.” The matter
also comes down to costs of moving the massive blocks. The city has contracts with
towing companies to remove vehicles in illegal areas, but not to remove the
eco-blocks.

Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell's office and the Seattle Department of Transportation
did not immediately respond to Fox News Digital's requests for comment.
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Joe Biden is worried sick over what one New York Times reporter just admitted
about Hunter Biden
Conservative Underground News

The walls are closing in on Hunter Biden.
Even the left-wing press is starting to discuss the contents of the “laptop from hell.”
And now Joe Biden is worried sick over what one New York Times reporter just
admitted about Hunter Biden.

President Joe Biden has repeatedly denied ever discussing his son, Hunter’s, foreign
business dealings with him.

However, emails, text messages, and voicemails found on the infamous “laptop from
hell” prove President Biden is once again lying to the American people.

The reality is that Joe Biden did more than discuss business with Hunter. He allowed
Hunter to use his name and position as the then-Vice President for leverage.

The corporate-controlled press spent the past two years furiously working to keep
Americans in the dark about Hunter Biden’s laptop, claiming that it was merely
“Russian disinformation.”

But with President Biden’s approval ratings in the tank, the corporate-controlled
press is starting to report more and more about Hunter’s laptop and his shady
business dealings.

On Friday, New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman appeared on CNBC’s
“Squawk Box” to discuss Hunter Biden’s shady business dealings.
“In your view, would you say there’s been a reluctance for major media outlets to
pursue that story and is that OK, do you think?” host Joe Kernen began.

“Do you feel it’s important that we follow the evidence here to see where it all leads,
whether the President’s son benefited from influence peddling or whether even the
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President himself may have benefited, President Biden himself, from influence
peddling?” Kernen continued. “Is it a story?”

“Absolutely,” Friedman immediately fired back.
Friedman then surprisingly admitted that The New York Times originally failed to
pursue the Hunter Biden scandal.

However, moving forward, Friedman said The Times will “pursue” the details about
Hunter Biden’s laptop to its “innermost parts.”

“I know The New York Times felt it didn’t pursue it originally as much as it wanted to
– then it followed up, as I recall,” Friedman continued, adding that he is “all for
getting to the truth wherever it leads.”

“I’m not an expert on the story, but, yeah, I’m all for getting to the truth wherever it
leads,” he concluded.

Hunter Biden’s scandals and shady business dealings are not going away for Joe
Biden.

If Republicans take back control of Congress after November’s Midterms, many
Congressional leaders have already promised to fully investigate Hunter Biden’s
“laptop from hell.”

The extent of President Joe Biden’s involvement in Hunter’s overseas business
dealings will eventually be made public.

Democrats know this is true.
And that is why more and more Democrats believe Joe Biden should step aside in
2024 and allow another candidate to run for President.

First shipment of Ukraine's grain is a test of wartime deal with Russia
SUSIE BLANN & SUZAN FRASER - LA Times

The first cargo ship to leave Ukraine since Russia invaded its neighbor more than five
months ago was off the coast of Bulgaria on Tuesday as it headed toward Istanbul,
putting to the test an agreement signed last month between Moscow and Kyiv that
aims to help alleviate a global food crisis.
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LA Times A journalist watches as a cargo ship carrying Ukrainian grain began its
journey from the port of Odesa on Monday. (Michael Shtekel / Associated Press)

The Sierra Leone-flagged Razoni, which set sail from the Ukrainian port of Odesa on
Monday, is expected to reach Istanbul early Wednesday after hitting bad weather that
slowed its progress, according to Turkish Rear Adm. Ozcan Altunbulak, a
coordinator at the joint center established to oversee the grain shipments.

Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and United Nations officials are to inspect the ship after
it anchors in Istanbul. The inspections are part of a U.N.- and Turkish-brokered deal
to shift Ukrainian grain stockpiles to foreign markets and ease the mounting world
food crisis.

As part of the July 22 agreement on shipments, which include exports of Russian
grain and fertilizer, safe corridors through the mined waters outside Ukraine’s ports
were established.

By early afternoon Tuesday, the Razoni was about 120 miles north of Istanbul,
according to the Marine Traffic vessel tracker.

Altunbulak said “preparations and planning” were continuing for other ships to leave
Ukraine’s ports, but he did not provide details.

The situation in the Black Sea remains tense. Some mines have reportedly become
detached and are floating free, and in a sign of mistrust between the warring sides,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has urged international partners to keep a
close eye on Moscow’s compliance with the deal.

The safe corridors are supposed to allow more ships to leave from Ukraine’s ports. At
Odesa, 16 more vessels, all blocked since Russia’s invasion Feb. 24, are awaiting
their turn, Ukrainian authorities say. There was no immediate word on when a second
ship might set sail.
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Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
planned visit to Moscow on Friday for talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin
would offer a “good opportunity to review the efficiency of the mechanism” for
resumed grain exports.

The more than 26,000 tons of corn on board the Razoni, destined for Lebanon, will
make barely a dent in what the World Bank last week called “rising food insecurity”
across the world.

“Record-high food prices have triggered a global crisis that will drive millions more
into extreme poverty,” the World Bank's latest food-security update said, blaming the
war in Ukraine, global supply-chain problems and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Most of the roughly 20 million tons of grain stuck in Ukraine since the start of the
war is to feed livestock, according to David Laborde, an export on agriculture and
trade at the International Food Policy Research Institute in Washington.

Only 6 million tons of that trapped grain is wheat, and just half of that is for human
consumption, Laborde said. He said Monday’s departure of a large shipment of corn
from Ukraine to Lebanon is actually chicken feed.

“A few ships leaving Ukraine is not going to be a game-changer,” he said.
But the voyage of the Razoni has at least raised hopes that the global food situation
could improve. Ukraine and Russia are major world suppliers of wheat, barley, corn
and sunflower oil.

The fertile Black Sea region has long been known as the breadbasket of Europe, and
Ukraine is a major exporter of wheat to developing countries in Africa, the Middle
East and Asia.
The shipping developments came against a backdrop of continued fighting, especially
in southern and eastern Ukraine.

Moscow's forces stuck to their familiar pattern of bombarding areas they don't hold,
with Ukrainian officials reporting that the Russian shelling killed at least three
civilians in eastern areas overnight.

In the Donetsk region at the forefront of the Russian offensive, the bombardments
targeted towns and villages, especially Bakhmut, which has taken the brunt of recent
shelling.

Donetsk Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenlo said that “the Russians are leveling Bakhmut with a
massive barrage from the ground and from the air.”
“The shelling of Bakhmut is continuing around the clock, leaving civilians little
chance to survive,” Kyrylenko said in televised remarks.

The U.S. said it was sending an additional $550 million worth of military aid to Kyiv.
Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III said in a tweet late Monday that the package
included 75,000 rounds of artillery ammunition and more ammunition for
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the American-built HIMARS multiple-rocket launchers, which have given Ukrainian
forces an advantage on the battlefield.

Drone Strike On Black Sea Fleet Headquarters Likely A Sign Of What's To Come
Thomas Newdick - The Drive

Russia claims that its naval base at Sevastopol in Crimea came under a Ukrainian
drone attack yesterday, leading to the cancellation of planned Navy Day events. The
Ukrainian Armed Forces have not directly claimed responsibility for the strike, which
targeted the headquarters of the Russian Black Sea Fleet. The much-touted armada
has had major warship losses in the conflict, including as the result of Ukrainian
actions.

Photo by STRINGER/AFP via Getty Images Drone Strike On Black Sea Fleet
Headquarters Likely A Sign Of What's To Come

Provided by The Drive Russian Navy and police members patrol in front of a
headquarter of Russia's Black Sea Fleet in Sevastopol, in Crimea on July 31, 2022.

(Photo by STRINGER / AFP)
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Ukraine on July 31, 2022 denied carrying out a drone attack on the headquarters of
the Russian Black Sea fleet in annexed Crimea, that Russian officials said wounded
six personnel.

“Early this morning, [Ukraine] decided to spoil our Navy Day,” Mikhail
Razvozhayev, the head of the local Russian administration in Sevastopol, posted to
social media yesterday. “An unidentified object flew into the yard of the fleet
headquarters. According to preliminary data, it was a drone.”

Provided by The DriveБольшой десантный корабль проекта 775 Азов (БДК-54) /
Russian landing ship AZOV / 151
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While Razvozhayev said that there were no fatalities, he did confirm that five people
were injured in the attack and that these were all employees at the headquarters of
the Black Sea Fleet. No names or ranks of the victims were provided.
“All celebratory events have been canceled due to safety concerns,” Razvozhayev
noted, in regard to the planned Navy Day festivities.
“I ask you to stay calm and stay at home if possible.”

Photographs posted on Razvozhayev’s account showed bloodstains and broken glass
at the entrance to a military building said to be in Sevastopol. Unconfirmed accounts
say that the building shown in the images was a cafeteria and that the drone itself
came down around 50 yards from this location, in an internal courtyard.

While unconfirmed by other sources, a Russian politician, Olga Kovitidi, claimed that
the drone was launched “from the territory of Sevastopol.” Kovitidi, a member of
Russia’s upper house of parliament, told Russia’s RIA news agency yesterday that
“Urgent search operations are being conducted in the city to track down the
organizers of this terrorist act. They will be found by the evening.”

There are no details available as to the kind of drone that was used in the attack on
Sevastopol, although a spokesperson for the Black Sea Fleet described it as
“homemade” and said it was carrying a small explosive payload.
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There has been at least one previous incident involving a drone flying a one-way
‘kamikaze’ strike on a Russian target deep behind enemy lines on a strategic target.

On that occasion, an oil refinery in Russia’s Rostov region, on the border with
Ukraine, was hit by a drone that looked like it may have been an adapted,
commercially available product.

Certainly, the dynamics of this latest raid would suggest it was almost certainly
launched from within Russian-controlled territory, especially if a smaller type of
drone was used.

While the whole of the Crimean peninsula has been annexed by Russia, there’s also
an extensive buffer zone in southern Ukraine that has been held by Russian forces
since early in the most recent invasion. Located at the southern tip of Crimea,
Sevastopol is therefore hundreds of miles from the front lines, making an attack of the
kind that Kovitidi described more likely.

So far, there has been no official confirmation of the drone strike from the Ukrainian
side, but there have been some denials that Kyiv was involved.
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The Ukrainian Navy forcefully rejected the Russian claim of a drone strike, alleging
that it was simply an excuse to not run the Navy Day celebrations in Crimea. It didn’t
provide further details, but it would presumably explain the explosion in Sevastopol
as a Russian false-flag operation.

A spokesman for Ukraine’s Odesa military region, Serhiy Bratchuk, also denied that
Kyiv was behind the incident, dismissing the suggestion as “sheer provocation” on
the part of the Russians.

Going to the effort of arranging an explosion as a means of canceling Navy Day
celebrations seems like an unusual step for Russia to take, especially as it ends up
with a situation that appears even more embarrassing to the outside world, once
again also confirming its lack of aerial defenses against relatively low-tech
opposition.
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It’s also notable that one portion of the event, which was the firepower demonstration,
had already been canceled in advance. That’s hardly surprising considering the
current war footing of the Black Sea Fleet, but it does seem odd that the entire
celebrations weren’t simply shelved at the same time.

It also appears that at least some warships were apparently ready for the parade,
suggesting it was only canceled at the last moment:

However, Natalia Gumenyuk, a spokesperson for Ukraine’s Southern Command, was
a little more circumspect.

She said that “Ukraine’s armed forces are carrying out activities to liberate our
occupied territories, using the weapons models that are available for this purpose.
Our targets are exclusively the military facilities of the Russian Federation.”

Gumenyuk added that “We do not strike on the territory of the Russian Federation,”
but that “Crimea is Ukraine.”

This opens up the possibility, at least, that the Ukrainian Armed Forces may have
deliberately targeted Sevastopol, since Kyiv doesn’t recognize Crimea as being part
of Russia. The strategic peninsula, home to the Black Sea Fleet, was annexed by
Russia in 2014.
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If the attack did indeed take place and if it originated from Russian-held territory,
that would indicate either an operation launched by members of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces operating far behind enemy lines or, perhaps more likely, a raid that was
undertaken by members of a local pro-Ukrainian resistance group.

In the latter case, a strike of this kind would send a clear signal to Moscow that its
forces and infrastructure are now also under threat from resistance groups, with
targets even deep within Russian lines also being at risk. Coming as it did on Navy
Day, the propaganda effect of such an operation would be greatly intensified.

Navy Day is a significant event in the Russian calendar, with major celebrations held
in the different ports associated with the various Russian Navy fleets. This year,
President Vladimir Putin attended Kronstadt, in St Petersburg, the main base of the
Baltic Fleet. Events typically include a tour of ships by the relevant fleet commander,
concerts, and fireworks.

The Russian Navy Ropucha class landing ship Azov launches rockets during a
firepower demonstration at the Navy Day in Sevastopol in 2015. sovraskin/Wikimedia
Commons
https://twitter.com/A__Alimov/status/1553659298571501569?s=20&t=PlqtnwJlBt45
9kELtUctxA

Whatever the details behind the drone strike, it provides yet more evidence that the
Russian Black Sea Fleet is under threat, even in the relative safety of its own home
port.

So far, the Black Sea Fleet has suffered the loss of its flagship, the Slava class cruiser
Moskva, in an incident in April that Ukrainian and U.S. defense officials attributed to
a strike by land-based Neptun anti-ship missiles.

Russian authorities blamed an accidental fire aboard the warship but have since been
reluctant to release any more details, with only one death onboard Moskva having
been confirmed. Many dozens of sailors have been reported missing.
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In March, meanwhile, the Alligator class landing ship Saratov was set ablaze in the
Russian-occupied port of Berdyansk on the Sea of Azov. The Ukrainian Ministry of
Defense claimed that one of its Tochka (SS-21 Scarab) short-range ballistic missiles
(SRBMs) was responsible for the inferno, but that’s unconfirmed. It’s also possible
that the ship was the victim of an accidental fire that spread into ammunition that it
was either carrying or had unloaded.
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More recently, several smaller vessels, primarily patrol boats and landing craft, but
also a Russian Navy tug boat, have fallen victim to Ukrainian attacks, mainly drone
strikes, around Snake Island, in the Black Sea. This had been held by Russian forces
since early in the conflict. At the end of June, Ukraine announced that it had
pushed the final Russian forces from the island.

The attack on the Black Sea Fleet headquarters also comes at a time in which the
focus of the conflict is increasingly shifting to the south of Ukraine. Here, the
Ukrainian Armed Forces apparently have their sights set on regaining the Kherson
region from Russia as part of a wider counteroffensive in this area.

Russia, for its part, continues to launch missile attacks on Ukrainian objectives in the
south, most recently hitting the southern Ukrainian port city of Mykolaiv
yesterday. This strike, reportedly involving more than 12 missiles, killed Oleksiy
Vadatursky, the founder and owner of a major Ukrainian grain exporter. As well as
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being a strategically important city in its own right, Mykolaiv also borders the
Kherson region.

Russian forces are apparently also being moved to the south in expectation of a
Ukrainian counteroffensive, with reports from Kyiv that additional Russian troops
have arrived in the southern Kherson and Zaporizhizhya regions from Donbas in the
east.

In the background to these territorial ambitions is the issue of grain exports from
Ukraine, a trade in which Vadatursky had played a key role. Russia introduced a
blockade of Ukraine’s ports at the start of the war, triggering a major grain shortage.

As a result, Ukraine has struggled to get its grain shipments out of its Black Sea ports,
although a recent agreement, brokered with assistance from the United Nations and
Turkey, is intended to provide safe passage for ships carrying Ukrainian grain. Three
Ukrainian ports are covered by this, and the first ship left the port of Odesa this
morning, according to Ukraine’s infrastructure ministry. The Sierra Leone-flagged
ship is carrying 26,000 tonnes of corn.
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For now, the role played by the Kyiv regime in the drone attack on Sevastopol
remains unclear. What we do know is that there has been evidence of previous attacks
inside Russia. These appear to have targeted critical infrastructure including an
ammunition storage facility, an airbase, and an oil storage facility in Belgorod. The
latter installation appears to have been hit by Ukrainian Mi-24 Hind attack
helicopters in a daring low-level raid.
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Operations like these, presuming they were all orchestrated from Kyiv, hamper the
Kremlin’s war effort as well as carrying a significant propaganda effect, signaling to
Russia that its infrastructure is at risk from clandestine missions. This is also a tactic
that Ukraine has been engaged in since 2014, soon after Russia annexed Crimea and
invaded the Donbas region.

Speaking to The War Zone recently, “Shaman,” the head of a shadowy Ukraine
special operations group known as the Shaman Battalion, confirmed that his soldiers
have been conducting “multiple big numbers” of missions into Crimea and other
territories. “We’re using ordinary tactics of SOF [special operations forces] units,”
he added.
“We’re raiding their rear. We’re conducting diversions … We love it and we’re doing
it with pleasure.”

However, perhaps even more concerning for Russia is an apparent new wave of
guerilla warfare and especially targeted assassination carried out by pro-Ukrainian
partisans. There has already been a string of murders and explosions in Russian-held
territory, especially in southern Ukraine.
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With plenty of experience of this kind of warfare in the Caucasus, Moscow will be
well aware of the potential for disruption offered by partisan resistance groups. Still,
if Russia's invasion was to drag on, as it has, an extremely bloody insurgency was all
but certain.

Drones have become a tool of choice for many of these types of activities,
including targeted assassinations against everyone from rival drug cartel members
to heads of state, to strikes on strategic assets deep into foreign territory.

Once again, it’s not clear if yesterday’s drone attack was the work of resistance
fighters operating in Russian-held territory, or Ukrainian military or security service
elements operating behind enemy lines.

It could also have been a combination of the two. Either way, attacks like this make it
abundantly clear to Russia that it’s facing many different threats as it seeks to
preserve the territorial gains it has already made, while at the same time redeploying
forces to withstand renewed Ukrainian offensives in different regions.

But most of all, it sends the chilling message that Russian forces are under threat even
in uncontested areas, including at the very heart of the Black Sea Fleet itself. The
method is also key. These types of drone strikes have a very low barrier of entry, are
extremely hard to defend against, and finding the perpetrators is also extremely
challenging.

With this in mind, we are likely to see much more of these kinds of operations in the
future, regardless of the exact circumstances surrounding this one.

Russia Shells Apartment Buildings in Southern Ukraine
Ian Lovett - The Wall Street Journal

KYIV, Ukraine—Russian shells struck Ukrainian-held territory in the country’s south
Tuesday morning, according to local officials, as both sides shift their attention
toward a looming fight for the area.
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oleksandr gimanov/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images Russia Shells Apartment
Buildings in Southern Ukraine.

In the southern city of Mykolaiv, where early-morning shelling has become a routine
in recent weeks, rockets destroyed a student dormitory and damaged several
apartment buildings and other civilian infrastructure, the city’s mayor wrote on
Telegram.

In the Dnipropetrovsk region, northeast of Mykolaiv, several areas came under fire
overnight, according to its governor, including the Synelnykovskiy district, away from
the front lines.
“A night of anxiety and shelling,” Valentyn Reznichenko, governor of the
Dnipropetrovsk region, wrote on Telegram.
“The enemy hit Synelnykovskiy with anti-aircraft fire.”
Russian officials have repeatedly said they don’t target civilian areas.

Ukrainian and Russian forces have been shifting their focus to the south in recent
weeks, as Ukraine prepares for what officials said would be a major counteroffensive
to retake areas that they lost in the early days of the war.

Moscow has been moving troops out of the Donetsk region, in the east, and deploying
them to defend territory in the south, according to Ukrainian and British officials.
At the same time, Ukraine has used long-range artillery and rocket systems, including
U.S.-supplied M142 Himars, to halt Russia’s advances in the east, as well as to
damage Russian supply lines in the south.

On Monday, the Biden administration authorized another $550 million in U.S.
military aid for Ukraine, bringing Washington’s security assistance for Kyiv to more
than $8 billion since Russia’s invasion. Earlier in the day, Ukraine’s defense minister
said four additional Himars had arrived in the country.

In a message posted online late Monday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
thanked “everyone who supplies Ukraine with modern and effective artillery…The
power of the democratic world is well felt on the battlefield in Ukraine these weeks.”
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Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said Tuesday that “uncontrolled deliveries”
of Western weapons to Ukraine seriously threaten the security of the region.
While the shelling has continued, Ukraine dispatched its first grain shipment since the
start of Russia’s invasion on Monday, under a deal aimed at easing global food
shortages.

The ship departed the Odessa port carrying 26,000 metric tons of corn headed for
Tripoli, Lebanon, according to Ukrainian and Russian officials and the Turkish
government, which helped broker the deal. The Sierra Leone-flagged bulk carrier, the
Razoni, is expected to arrive in Istanbul on Tuesday, and then continue on its course
following inspections.

The shipment is the first test for a deal struck last month to allow Ukraine, one of the
world’s largest grain exporters, to begin shipping some 18 million metric tons that
Russia’s invasion in February has trapped in the country. Senior Ukrainian officials
have expressed doubt as to whether Russia will uphold its end of the deal.
“We cannot have the illusions that Russia will simply refrain from trying to disrupt
Ukrainian exports,” Mr. Zelensky wrote Monday night.

Russian missiles struck the port of Odessa on July 23, just hours after officials from
all four parties signed the agreement in Istanbul. Russian officials said the strike
targeted military infrastructure.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said Monday that the first ship carrying agricultural
products traveled via a humanitarian corridor agreed on between Russia and Ukraine
and that Russian officers took part in the planning.

In his Monday night address, Mr. Zelensky said the grain shipments were essential
not only to alleviate global food shortages, but for the Ukrainian economy.
“About half a million Ukrainians are involved in the cultivation of agricultural export
crops, and if we add related industries, then this is plus a million jobs,” he said.

Speaking of the plan to export grain, he added, “Our people really need it.”

International drug cartels illegally draining water supplies to grow plants, state
senator claims
Tori Richards - Washington Examiners

International drug cartels are illegally draining precious resources
from California to grow plants, a state senator has warned.

Growers are buying up vacant lots and houses, creating elaborate greenhouses and
farms that pull much-needed resources from Californians struggling under water
rationing and electric brownouts.

State Sen. Melissa Hurtado told the Washington Examiner many of the property
owners belong to cartels in China and Russia.
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Washington Examiner Freshman state Sen. Melissa Hurtado (D-Sanger). (AP
Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)

Mexican cartels have been farming on a small scale for decades, but this new breed of
criminal enterprise is alarming, Sgt. Mike Charman of the Mariposa County Sheriff’s
Department said.

“The punishment is so minimal and the reward is so great, there is no incentive to
follow the rules,” he said.
“If you get caught, it’s no big deal. The teeth to the law are just not there. The state
wanted to bring in revenue with marijuana licenses, and now, we have this problem.”

The nation’s most liberal state was the first to legalize medical marijuana in 1996,
and since then, recreational use has become legal as well in all Western states.

Now, the repercussions are thousands of farms covering the state using billions of
gallons of water per year that should be going to homes and farmers, Hurtado, who
represents a large farming district in the middle of the state, said.

Punishments are slim to none because of state laws, usually just a citation. Unlawful
marijuana cultivation and possession with intent to sell are both misdemeanors
whether the culprit has 100 plants or 100,000. Commercial growers need a state
permit to operate.

“We are going to have to start prioritizing what is important to us, and it boils down
to water for health and water for food,” Hurtado told the Washington Examiner.
“The status quo for legal marijuana is not going to cut it for us. My fear is that it’s
going to be too late before people realize the legalization of marijuana was a mistake
because of the cost to the environment.”

Law enforcement typically receives tips of illegal operations, and when landowners
can’t produce a license, the property is shut down and plants are seized. However, the
cartels soon open shop in another location, Charman said.

Typically, owners will claim they are renting the space to a tenant and have no
knowledge of the situation. Others have found that squatters moved in and seized
control of their land.

https://nypost.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/07/GettyImages-1390152066-e1658113440694.jpg
https://nypost.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/07/aoc-heckler.jpg
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2022/04/20/states-with-legal-weed-recreational/7371071001/


Once the growers move into a location, they often begin tapping into a neighborhood
well or the main line from a water district. Pretty soon, someone will turn on their tap
and nothing comes out, Hurtado said.
“The problem is that there hasn’t been a focus from the state to partner up with the
federal government to tackle the illegal groves. They are out of control,” she said.
“Unless you have the federal government looking into the actual company, there is
only so much the state can do and find out about these bad actors and their financial
schemes.”

As a result, Hurtado sent a letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland on May 17,
asking for his help investigating farms along with other illicit purchases of water
rights by hedge funds going through third parties. The Department of Justice did not
respond to her letter or a request for comment by the Washington Examiner.

“As one example, though legalization of marijuana in California has made marijuana
readily available to those that wish to use it, the illicit market … persists. Recent
investigations have cited complex operations involving the purchase or leasing of
land and water rights to support substantial grows,” Hurtado wrote.

“California is also tackling water theft for illegal pot grows. In California alone,
since 2013, it is estimated that as much as 12 billion gallons of water has been stolen,”
she added.

The State Water Board said felony prosecutions are possible for growers if the farm
affects waterways including rivers, streams, lakes, or groundwater through the illegal
dumping of waste.
Hurtado said she doubts this ever happens because the Water Board has been a
“mess” and “the Water Board needs to go.”

The Ukrainian Army Just Blew Up A Russian Ammo Train—The Fourth Of The
War
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Ukraine continues to escalate its bombardment of Russian supply lines in southern
Ukraine. But it might not matter that much in the end. Emphasis on might.

Forbes A Russian train hauls T-62 tanks in June 2022. Photo via social media
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Before dawn on Sunday, Ukrainian forces—perhaps a battery of American-made
High-Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems—reportedly struck a 40-car train carrying
ammunition from supply dumps in occupied Crimea to Russian forces in Kherson
Oblast.
The train exploded, killing as many as 80 Russians. Video reportedly depicting the
blaze circulated online on Wednesday.

The artillery raid in Brylivka, 20 miles southeast of Kherson, reportedly wrecked the
train and the rails. It was the fourth time the Ukrainians have destroyed a Russian
supply train.
“As a result of a Ukrainian strike against a Russian ammunition train in Kherson
Oblast, southern Ukraine, it is highly unlikely the rail link connecting Kherson with
Crimea remains operational,” the U.K. Defense Ministry stated.

That’s a problem for the Russian army, which never had enough trucks and thus
heavily relies on trains to shift supplies to front-line forces. The Ukrainian army for
weeks now systematically has been severing Russian supply lines in southern
Ukraine—blowing up ammo dumps, poking holes in bridges.

The Russians can patch bridges and unbend rails, but that takes time. And with every
day that passes, the 49th CAA draws down its existing supplies.
It’s apparent the 49th CAA is in trouble. It’s less apparent the supply crunch will be
decisive as the Ukrainian army puts more weight behind its slow counteroffensive
aimed at liberating Kherson with its strategic port and pre-war population of
300,000.

Having expended most of its combat power—first trying and failing to capture Kyiv
and then trying and succeeding in capturing the twin cities of Severodonetsk and
Lysychansk in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region—the Russian army is tired.

It has buried at least 15,000 of its best troops. A frantic recruitment drive is raising a
few new battalions, but the recruits are heading to the front with outdated weapons
and just 30 days of training.

But the Ukrainian army is tired, too. It also has lost thousands of its best troops.
Donations of modern weaponry are helping to restore some of the combat power the
Ukrainians have lost in five months of brutal fighting, but these weapons are thin on
the ground.

Indeed, it’s apparent that Kyiv is devoting its newest and best artillery, including the
initial 16 HIMARS the United States is providing, to long-range strikes on Russian
supply lines. The same rockets aren’t available directly to support front-line troops.
Which is why you can read seemingly contradictory news in the same few days.

It’s true the Ukrainian army destroyed a Russian ammo train. But it’s also true that a
Ukrainian battalion, defending the village of Pisky in eastern Ukraine, totally is
outgunned—with just two small mortars to shoot back against Russian forces packing
152-millimeter howitzers.
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What you’re seeing is two exhausted armies gambling their dwindling resources on
increasingly desperate operations they hope might—somehow, eventually—contribute
to a wider victory.

Ukrainian troops blow up Russian trains. Russian troops assault a few Ukrainian
villages. The war grinds on.

China claims 'precision missile strikes' in Taiwan Strait
Johnson Lai (Associated Press) - AP

KEELUNG, Taiwan (AP) — China says it conducted “precision missile strikes” in
the Taiwan Strait on Thursday as part of military exercises that have raised tensions
in the region to their highest level in decades.

Associated Press FILE - Chinese soldiers wearing masks guard the entrance to the
military museum in Beijing on Aug. 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)

China says military exercises by its navy, air force and other departments are
underway in six zones surrounding Taiwan. The drills were prompted by a visit to the
island Tuesday, Aug. 2, by Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi
and are intended to advertise China’s threat to attack the self-governing island
republic in response to moves to solidify its de facto independence from Chinese rule
with support from key ally the U.S.

The drills were prompted by a visit to the island by U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
this week and are intended to advertise China’s threat to attack the self-governing
island republic. Along with its moves to isolate Taiwan diplomatically, China has
long threatened military retaliation over moves by the island to solidify its de facto
independence with the support of key allies including the U.S.
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Associated Press FILE - A security guard stands near a sculpture of the Chinese
Communist Party flag at the Museum of the Communist Party of China on May 26,

2022, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)

China said it was conducting military exercises Saturday, July 30, off its coast
opposite Taiwan after warning Speaker Nancy Pelosi of the U.S. House of
Representatives to scrap possible plans to visit the island democracy, which Beijing
claims as part of its territory.

“Long-range armed live fire precision missile strikes were carried out on selected
targets in the eastern area of the Taiwan Strait," the Eastern Theater Command of the
People's Liberation Army, the ruling Communist Party's military wing, said in a
statement on its social media platform.

Associated Press Taiwan military vessels are seen in Keelung Harbor in Taiwan,
Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022. Taiwan has put its military on alert and staged civil defense

drills. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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“The expected outcome was achieved," it added. No other details were given.

Taiwan's Defense Ministry said it tracked the firing of Chinese Dongfeng series
missiles beginning around 1:56 p.m. Thursday. It said in a statement it used various
early warning surveillance systems to track the missile launches, which were directed
at waters northeast and southwest of Taiwan.
The defense ministry also said they tracked long-distance rockets and ammunition
firing in outlying islands in Matsu, Wuqiu and Dongyin.

Associated Press Residents swim along the coast Keelung city in Taiwan, Thursday,
Aug. 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)

Associated Press Fishing boat owner Chou Ting-tai, speaking to crew member while
off-loading fishery products at Badouzi fishing port on Thursday in Keelung, Taiwan

Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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China says it conducted "precision missile strikes" in the Taiwan Strait on Thursday
as part of military exercises that have raised tensions in the region to their highest
level in decades.

Earlier during the day, Taiwan's Defense ministry said its forces were on alert and
monitoring the situation, while seeking to avoid escalating tensions. Civil defense
drills were held last week and notices were placed on designated air raid shelters
months ago.

China's “irrational behavior" intends to alter the status quo and disrupt regional
peace and stability, the ministry said.
“The three service branches will combine efforts with all the people to jointly
safeguard national security and territorial integrity" while adapting to the situation
as it develops, the statement said.

China’s official Xinhua News Agency reported the exercises were joint operations
focused on “blockade, sea target assault, strike on ground targets, and airspace
control.”

Associated Press Fishing boat owner Chou Ting-tai, looks out from his boat at the
Badouzi fishing port in Keelung, Taiwan Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022. (AP

Photo/Johnson Lai)

Ma Chen-kun, a professor at Taiwan’s National Defense University, said the drills
were aimed at showing off the Chinese military’s ability to deploy precision weapons
to cut off Taiwan’s links with the outside and facilitate the landing of troops.

The announced drills are “more complete, and if the People’s Liberation Army
actually invades Taiwan in an all-out invasion, the concrete actions it will take, it’s
all in this particular exercise,” Ma said.
“The main thing is they will cut off Taiwan’s links to the outside world, from their sea,
they would suppress the coastal defense firepower,” he said.
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Meanwhile, the mood in Taiwan was calm.
In Keelung, a city on the northern coast of Taiwan and close to two of the announced
drill areas, swimmers took their morning laps in a natural pool built in the ocean.

Lu Chuan-hsiong, 63, was enjoying his morning swim, saying he wasn't worried.
“Because Taiwanese and Chinese, we’re all one family. There’s a lot of mainlanders
here, too,” he said.
“Everyone should want money, not bullets,” he quipped, saying the economy wasn't
doing so well.

Those who have to work on the ocean were more concerned. Fishermen are likely to
be the most affected by the drills, which cover six different areas surrounding Taiwan,
part of which come into the island's territorial waters.

Associated Press A customer and a staff member watch a news report on the recent
tensions between China and Taiwan, at a beauty salon in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday,
Aug. 4, 2022. Taiwan canceled airline flights Thursday as the Chinese navy fired
artillery near the island in retaliation for a top American lawmaker’s visit. (AP

Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)

Most fishermen will continue to try to fish, as it is the season for squid.
“It's very close. This will definitely impact us, but if they want to do this, what can we
do? We can just avoid that area,” said Chou Ting-tai, who owns a fishing vessel.

While the U.S. has not said it would intervene, it has bases and forward-deployed
assets in the area, including aircraft carrier battle groups.

On Thursday, the U.S. Navy said its USS Ronald Reagan aircraft carrier was
operating in the Philippine Sea, east of Taiwan, as part of “normal scheduled
operations."

U.S. law requires the government to treat threats to Taiwan, including blockades, as
matters of “grave concern."
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The drills are due to run from Thursday to Sunday and include missile strikes on
targets in the seas north and south of the island in an echo of the last major Chinese
military drills aimed at intimidating Taiwan's leaders and voters held in 1995 and
1996.

While China has given no word on numbers of troops and military assets involved, the
exercises appear to be the largest held near Taiwan in geographical terms.
The exercises involved troops from the navy, air force, rocket force, strategic support
force and logistic support force, Xinhua reported.

*** AP writer Huizhong Wu contributed to this report from Taipei, Taiwan.

Farmer's Almanac declares parts of U.S. 'hibernation zone' with predicted 'glacial,
snow-filled' winter
Scott Sistek - Fox Weather

LEWISTON, Maine -- Many Americans have been broiling through an above-average
summer, but if the Farmer's Almanac winter forecast is right, some parts of the nation
are heading for a polar opposite experience this winter.

Their annual whimsical forecast is hinting at a particularly harsh winter across much
of the North with "real shivers" that "might send people in the Great Lakes areas,
Northeast and North Central regions hibernating."

In fact, their forecast map declares much of the upper Midwest a "Hibernation Zone"
with a "glacial, snow-filled" winter head with temperatures forecast to drop as cold
as -40 in the North Central states in mid-January which would be near record
territory for some cities (such as Fargo, North Dakota) if such forecasts came to pass.

While temperatures wouldn't be that cold in the Northeast, the Almanac is predicting
"significant shivers" there. Even in the Southeast, whose forecast isn't particularly
snowy, is still looking at a "shivery, wet and slushy" winter, according to the
Almanac.

As for the Southern Plains, expect the brunt of winter to come in January, with heavy
snow predicted in the first week of 2023 in Texas and Oklahoma.

If shivering is not your thing, head west. The Almanac forecasts continued drier than
normal conditions across the parched Southwest and Inter-mountain West while the
Pacific Northwest is tabbed as "brisk" but with normal precipitation. That would
make for a wet winter as "normal" winter is the wettest time of the year up there.

The Farmer's Almanac's shiver-fest forecast is in conflict with NOAA's current winter
forecast.
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FOX Weather undefined FOX Weather

Which is predicting a greater-than-average chance of a warm winter across the
Southwest, Southern Plains and the entire Eastern Seaboard.
On the other hand, it's the Pacific Northwest leaning toward another chilly winter.
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