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Russia uses old Soviet-era missiles to strike Ukraine: General
Al Jazeera

Russia is using inaccurate missiles from old Soviet stocks for more than 50 percent of
its strikes in Ukraine, and the rate of the strikes has more than doubled in the last two
weeks, a brigadier general in Ukraine’s armed forces has said.

Al Jazeera Ukrainian soldiers collect multiple Russian 'Uragan' missiles after fighting
in the village of Berezivka, Ukraine in April 2022 [File: Efrem Lukatsky/AP]

Russian missiles have hit an array of targets in Ukraine in recent days, including
killing at least 18 people at a shopping centre in the central city of Kremenchuk.

Brigadier General Oleksii Hromov told a news conference on Thursday that Russia
was trying to hit military and critical infrastructure, but that the use of old Soviet-era
missiles that are less accurate was leading to significant loss of civilian life.

The brigadier general said 202 missiles had been fired on Ukraine in the second half
of June, an increase of 120 from the first half of the month. He estimated that 68
civilian sites had been hit in the second half of this month.

His analysis diverged from that of some Ukrainian politicians who accuse Russia of
deliberately striking civilians to sow panic.

“The enemy’s targets remain military facilities, critical infrastructure and industry,
transport networks. At the same time, the civilian population is suffering significant
losses due to [poorly targeted] strikes,” Hromov said.
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“To carry out rocket strikes, the enemy in more than 50 percent [of cases] is using
missiles from the Soviet reserve, which are not sufficiently precise. As a result,
civilian buildings are being hit,” he said.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called Monday’s strike on the Kremenchuk
shopping centre a deliberate “terrorist” attack and Western leaders and Pope
Francis joined him in condemning it.

Russia, which invaded Ukraine on February 24, denies targeting civilians and says it
only hits military infrastructure.

Earlier this month, the United Kingdom's defence ministry said that Russian bomber
aircraft had likely launched dozens of heavy, 1960s-era, anti-ship missiles against
targets on the ground in Ukraine.

Russia was likely forced to use the 5.5-tonne anti-ship missiles because it has run
short of more precise modern missiles, the UK ministry said.

The Kh-22 missiles were primarily designed to destroy aircraft carriers using a
nuclear warhead. When such missiles are used to attack targets on the ground with
conventional warheads, they “are highly inaccurate and therefore can cause severe
collateral damage and casualties”, the ministry said.

Russian missiles have hit several cities in recent weeks, including Kyiv, Kharkiv,
Dnipro, and more. Local officials say many of the missiles hit civilian structures such
as apartment buildings and a school.

Missiles hit an apartment block and the grounds of a nursery in the centre of Kyiv on
Sunday morning, killing one person and wounding six, local officials said.

Migrants who died in truck in Texas cleared inland checkpoint, U.S. official says
Juan Lozano & Elliot Spagat - LA Times

The tractor-trailer at the center of a human-smuggling attempt that left 53 people
dead had passed through an inland U.S. Border Patrol checkpoint with migrants
inside the sweltering rig earlier in its journey, a U.S. official said Thursday.
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LA Times Roberto Marquez adds a cross to a makeshift memorial at the site where a
tractor-trailer was found with dozens of migrants' bodies inside. In all, 53 people died
in the tragedy. (Eric Gay / Associated Press)

The truck went through the checkpoint on Interstate 35 about 25 miles northeast of
the border city of Laredo, Texas.

The official, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation,
said there were 73 people in the truck when it was discovered Monday in San
Antonio, including the 53 who died. It was unclear if agents stopped the driver for
questioning at the inland checkpoint or if the truck went through unimpeded.

The disclosure brings new attention to an old policy question of whether the roughly
110 inland highway checkpoints along the Mexican and Canadian borders are
sufficiently effective at spotting people in cars and trucks who enter the United States
illegally. They are generally located within 100 miles of the border.

Texas state police also announced they would operate their own inland checkpoints
for tractor-trailers on the orders of Gov. Greg Abbott, who considers the Biden
administration's efforts insufficient. It was unclear how many trucks they would be

stopping.

Also Thursday, Homero Zamorano Jr., 45, the alleged driver of the tractor-trailer,
made his initial appearance in San Antonio federal court. During a hearing that
lasted about five minutes, Zamorano, wearing a white T-shirt and gray sweatpants,
said very little, giving yes and no answers to questions from U.S. Magistrate Judge
Elizabeth Chestney about his rights and the charges against him.

The judge appointed a federal public defender for Zamorano as well as a second
attorney since the smuggling charge he faces carries a possible death sentence. She
scheduled a hearing next week to determine whether he is eligible for bail.
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It remained unclear just how long the migrants were in the trailer on the sweltering
day and whether having their cellphones confiscated by the smugglers before being
placed inside contributed to the high death toll. Emergency calls from trapped
migrants have not emerged in this case as they have in earlier incidents.

On Thursday, José Santos Bueso of El Progreso, Honduras, said his daughter,
37-year-old Jazmin Nayarith Bueso Nuriez, told him in their last conversation that she
was in Laredo, that the smugglers were going to take their phones and she would not
be able to communicate for a time.

She last messaged her 15-year-old son around midday Monday, saying they were
about to head to San Antonio and she would be out of contact.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1976 that Border Patrol agents may stop vehicles at
inland checkpoints for brief questioning without a warrant, even if there is no reason
to believe that they are carrying people in the country illegally.

Still, the practice has galvanized immigration advocates and civil libertarians who
consider checkpoints ripe for racial profiling and abuse of authority. Some motorists
post videos to social media accusing agents of heavy-handed, inappropriate
questioning.

The Laredo-area checkpoint is on one of the busiest highways along the border,
particularly for trucks, raising the possibility of choking commerce and creating
havoc if every motorist is stopped and questioned.

Border Patrol officials call the checkpoints an imperfect but effective second line of
defense after the border, acknowledging that agents must balance law enforcement
interests with disrupting legitimate commerce and travel.

Volume and configuration vary widely among checkpoints, but agents generally have
five to seven seconds to decide whether to question a driver, said Roy Villareal,
former chief of the Border Patrol's Tucson sector.

“Ultimately, it's very difficult to ascertain with crime in general," Villareal said. "It's
hard to say whether you're 100% effective, 50%, 10%.”

U. S. Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), who drives through the checkpoint almost
weekly, said investigators believe the migrants boarded the truck in or around Laredo,
though that is unconfirmed.

That would be consistent with smuggling patterns: Migrants cross the border on foot
and hide in a house or in shrubbery on U.S. soil before getting picked up and taken to
the nearest major city.

Even if the truck were empty, it would raise questions about the checkpoints. Migrants
often perish trying to circumvent checkpoints, getting dropped off before reaching
them with plans to get picked up on the other side.
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In Rio Grande Valley, the busiest corridor for illegal crossings, migrants walk
through sweltering ranches to avoid a checkpoint in Falfurrias, Texas, about 70 miles
north of the border.

The Government Accountability Office reported this month that agents at inland
checkpoints detained about 35,700 people believed to be in the U.S. illegally from the
2016 to 2020 fiscal years, only about 2% of all Border Patrol arrests. Agents seized
drugs nearly 18,000 times during that period, with more than 9 of 10 arrests
involving U.S. citizens.

The checkpoints have been a trap for U.S. citizens carrying even small bags of
marijuana. About 40% of pot seizures at Border Patrol checkpoints from fiscal years
2013 to 2016 involved U.S. citizens with an ounce or less, according to an earlier
GAO report.

Abbott did not provide details on the extent of Texas' new inland inspections
announced Thursday. Lt. Chris Olivarez, a spokesman for the Texas Department of
Public Safety, said troopers would take a “more aggressive stance.”

Asked if that meant stopping every truck, Olivarez said that he did not know and that
it would partly depend on staffing.
“It’s going to be inspecting more than what we usually inspect, ” Olivarez said.

In April, gridlock resulted at Texas’ border for a week after Abbott issued orders that
troopers inspect every tractor-trailer entering from Mexico as part of his ongoing
fight with the Biden administration over immigration policy.

Those inspections, which were mechanical and safety inspections, did not turn up any
migrants or drugs.

Undercover operation leads to record-setting fentanyl seizure, multiple arrests in
Lake County
Angela Jacobs - WFTV Orlando

A record-setting drug bust has led to more than a dozen arrests in Lake County, and
deputies say there could be more to come.

The undercover operation led to the recovery of more than four pounds of fentanyl, 22
pounds of methamphetamine, and 13 firearms.

“That amount of fentanyl could literally kill thousands,”” Lake County Sheriff Peyton
Grinnell said during a press conference Thursday announcing the results of
“Operation Sneak-A-Peak.”

It was a joint investigation between undercover agents from the Lake County Sheriff’s
Office, surrounding local agencies, Homeland Security, the DEA, and the FBI.
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WFETV Orlando Undercover operation leads to record-setting fentanyl seizure,
multiple arrests in Lake County

WFTV Orlando The record-setting drug bust led to more than a dozen arrests in Lake
County, and deputies say there could be more to come.
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WFETV Orlando Investigators identified three men: 40-year-old Cliff Johnson,
37-year-old Andrew Woodruff, and 50-year-old Charles Carter as the ring leaders,

pushing drugs from Leesburg to Mt. Dora with street values of hundreds of thousands
of dollars.

WFTV Orlando The undercover operation led to the recovery of more than four
pounds of fentanyl, 22 pounds of methamphetamine, and 13 firearms.
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WFTV Orlando Agents say they also discovered that the group was pushing a new
synthetic opioid known as Isotonitazene, or 1SO, which can be 100 times stronger
than fentanyl.

WFETV Orlando “Much more potent, much more dangerous, much more deadly,” DEA
Agent Chris Lane said. “We at the DEA, we 're focusing on a strategy of ‘one pill can
kill.””
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WFTV Orlando Deputies say all but nine of a total of 27 suspects have been taken
into custody.

WFTV Orlando In all, deputies say they collected more than 3 pounds of fentanyl, 22
pounds of meth, 2 pounds of cocaine, 15 pounds of marijuana, heroin, M.D.M.A,
812,000 in cash and 13 firearms, three of which were stolen.
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WFTV Orlando “Operations like this one save lives and put the pushers of poison
behind bars in Lake County,” Sheriff Peyton Grinnell said. “To be continued.”

Investigators identified three men: 40-year-old Cliff Johnson, 37-year-old Andrew
Woodruff; and 50-year-old Charles Carter as the ring leaders, pushing drugs from
Leesburg to Mt. Dora with street values of hundreds of thousands of dollars.

“The operation required detectives to work around the clock and to travel to Georgia
and throughout the state of Florida,” Grinnell said.
“In doing so, they learned a lot of these drugs were originating in Mexico.”

Agents say they also discovered that the group was pushing a new synthetic opioid
known as Isotonitazene, or ISO, which can be 100 times stronger than fentanyl.
“Much more potent, much more dangerous, much more deadly,” DEA Agent Chris
Lane said.

“We at the DEA, were focusing on a strategy of ‘one pill can kill.””

Deputies say all but nine of a total of 27 suspects have been taken into custody.
“Operations like this one save lives and put the pushers of poison behind bars,”
Grinnell said. “So here in Lake County, I say, to be continued.”
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Ukraine’s Weirdest Howitzer Drove Russian Troops Off Snake Island
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

The Ukrainian army’s rarest artillery played a pivotal role in finally driving Russian
troops off strategic Snake Island in the western Black Sea.

Forbes The 2522 in action on the coast. Ukrainian defense ministry photo

Official video from the defense ministry in Kyiv depicts the 2522 truck-mounted
howitzer—only one of which is known to exist—firing on Russian forces on the tiny
island 80 miles south of Ukraine’s strategic port, Odesa.
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Operators of a TB-2 drone corrected the fire, walking the 155-millimeter-diameter
shells onto the island and igniting several secondary fires. The surviving Russians
reportedly fled the island in small boats.

The Russian evacuation marks a new phase in the back-and-forth battle for Snake
Island, a treeless, 570-acre rock that lies astride the main shipping lane between the
Bosphorous Strait and Odesa.

Whoever controls the island, which legally is part of Ukraine, can impede—or
protect—cargo ships carrying Ukrainian grain to the global market. Russian forces
led by the missile cruiser Moskva, then the most powerful air-defense ship in the
Black Sea Fleet, bombarded and seized the island on the first full day of Russia’s
wider war on Ukraine on Feb. 24.

1t took months—and new tactics—for the Ukrainians finally to scrape the Russians off
the island. Kyiv’s forces combined drones, missiles, fighters and artillery to make
Snake Island untenable for Moscow s forces.

The sole 2522 dealt the decisive blow. But the gun can’t protect Ukrainian troops on
the island. As long as the Black Sea Fleet controls the waters around Ukraine, Snake
Island might remain a shell-pocked no-man’s-land.

The Kramatorsk Heavy Machinery Plant, in Kramatorsk in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas
region, built the 2522 around five years ago.

The 28-ton 2522 has a major advantage over the Ukrainian army’s roughly 1,800
ex-Soviet guns. The new howitzer fires NATO-standard 155-millimeter shells rather
than Soviet-standard 122-millimeter or 152-millimeter shells—allowing it to tap into
foreign ammunition stocks.

Production problems at factories in Ukraine mean the Soviet calibers are in
ever-shorter supply. On the other hand, there are a dozen countries that can
supply—and are supplying—NATO-size shells by the hundreds of thousands.

As a Russian army attacked across Ukraine along multiple fronts, the 155-millimeter
gun, mounted on a six-by-six KrAZ-6322 truck, narrowly escaped destruction—by
Kramatorsk’s own employees.

Officials at the Kramatorsk factory prepared to blow up the 2S22. “Destroy it so that

[it] does not go to the enemy,” is how Ukrainian politician Serhiy Pashynskyi
described the officials’ thinking.

But the Russian offensive met stiff resistance and ground to a halt—first in the south,
then in the north. For the 2522, the risk of capture faded.

The 2522 had fired a few rounds in testing back in October. It apparently worked just
fine. So in early May, the Ukrainian army packed up the gun and deployed it along
the front, presumably somewhere in the east. Pashynskyi circulated videos depicting
the 2522 firing at Russian targets spotted by drones.
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Two months later the 2522 had redeployed to southwest Ukraine, which at its closest
point is just 20 miles from Snake Island—well within the 2522’s 25-mile range with
standard ammunition.

The Ukrainian navy and air force had spent months softening up the island before the
2822 opened fire. On April 13, a Ukrainian navy battery armed with locally made
Neptune anti-ship missiles holed and sank Moskva.

Moskva’s sinking compelled Black Sea Fleet commanders to pull their three frigates
farther from the Ukrainian coast lest they also catch a Neptune or two.

That was a virtual invitation to the Ukrainian navy’s missile-armed TB-2s to assault
Snake Island. In a heady 10 days, the drones destroyed the air-defenses on the island,
including a ZU-23 cannon and a Strela short-range surface-to-air-missile launcher.

The drones also sank as many as four Raptor gunboats sailing around the island. The
Russians in return shot down at least one TB-2.

When the Russians sent in reinforcements—a Raptor escorting a landing craft hauling
a spare SAM launcher—the drones blew up the landing craft and destroyed the
launcher. Another TB-2 strike destroyed a Russian Mi-8 helicopter while it was
offloading troops.

The fight escalated on May 7. As a TB-2 watched a pair of Ukrainian air force Su-27
fighters streaked low over the island, dropping unguided bombs. Whatever Russian
forces were left on the island after the drones did their work, the Su-27s apparently
damaged.

Even after losing Moskva and several smaller vessels, the Black Sea Fleet still
managed to ship a fresh Tor air-defense system to Snake Island. But sustaining the
island garrison was growing riskier for the Russians.

On June 17, a Ukrainian Harpoon anti-ship missile—likely an ex-Danish
example—sank the auxiliary Spasatel Vasily Bekh, apparently while the vessel was
making a run to Snake Island.

The writing was on the wall for the Russians on the island. The 2522 took up position
near the beach. A TB-2 posted up overhead. The 155-millimeter shells rained down.
The Kremlin tried to spin its defeat on Snake Island as a sign of Russia’s magnanimity.
"On June 30, in a goodwill move, Russia’s armed forces completed their tasks on
Snake Island and withdrew the garrison stationed there,” Russian defense ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov stated.

Russian forces quitting the island removes an obstacle to international efforts to
create a “humanitarian corridor” for Ukrainian grain exports that, at present, are
under Russian blockade, Konashenkov said. But the Russian fleet still controls the
Black Sea—and Moscow hasn’t otherwise moved to unblock grain ships sailing from

Odesa.
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Konashenkov’s statement is pure propaganda. The truth is the Ukrainians defeated
the Russians on Snake Island after months of hard fighting.

That doesn’t mean Kyiv'’s forces are going to retake the island. Snake Island’s
facilities—power, water and shelter—are in ruins. The Black Sea Fleet could lob
missiles at the rocky islet from hundreds of miles away and there’s nothing Ukraine’s
drones and howitzers could do to stop it.

Don’t expect Ukrainian troops to land on Snake Island unless, and until, they further
degrade the Black Sea Fleet.

Russia Hints at Linking Griner’s Case to Fate of ‘Merchant of Death’
Michael Crowley - The New York Time

WASHINGTON — She is an American professional basketball star, accused of
carrying hashish oil in her luggage.

U.S. Department of Justice, via Reuters Viktor Bout, center, was arrested in 2008 and
later sentenced to 25 years in prison.

The Kremlin appears interested in a potential deal with the Biden administration to
free the arms dealer.

He is a notorious Russian arms dealer known as the “Merchant of Death,” serving a
25-year federal prison sentence for conspiring to sell weapons to people who said
they planned to kill Americans.

And the Kremlin appears interested in linking their fates, in a potential deal with the
Biden administration that would free both.

The vast disparity between the cases of Brittney Griner and Viktor Bout highlights the
extreme difficulty President Biden would face if he sought a prisoner exchange to free
Ms. Griner, the detained W.N.B.A. player, from detention in Moscow.
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The Biden administration, reluctant to create an incentive for the arrest or abduction
of Americans abroad, would be hard-pressed to justify the release of a villainous
figure like Mr. Bout.

At the same time, Mr. Biden is under pressure to free Ms. Griner, who was arrested at
a Moscow-area airport in February and whom the State Department classified in
May as “wrongfully detained.”

That reflects concern that the Kremlin considers her leverage in the tense
confrontation between the United States and Russia over Ukraine. Last week, dozens
of groups representing people of color, women and L.G.B.T.Q. Americans sent a
letter urging Mr. Biden to “make a deal to get Brittney back home to America
immediately and safely.”

Alexander Zemlianichenko/Associated Press Brittney Griner has been detained in
Russia for more than four months. She was escorted to a court hearing outside
Moscow earlier this week. Ms. Griner’s trial started on Friday.

Mpr. Bout, 55, a former Soviet military officer who made a fortune in global arms

trafficking before he was caught in a federal sting operation, could be the price for
any deal.

Russian officials have pressed Mr. Bout’s case for years, and in recent weeks Russian
media outlets have directly linked his case to Ms. Griner’s. Some, including the
state-owned Tass news service, have even claimed that talks with Washington for a
possible exchange are already underway, something that U.S. officials will not
confirm.

Mr. Bout’s New York-based lawyer, Steve Zissou, said in an interview that Russian
officials are pressing to free Mr. Bout, who was convicted in 2011 of offering to sell
weapons, including antiaircraft missiles, to federal agents posing as members of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC.
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Mpr. Zissou said that he met with Anatoly 1. Antonov, Russia’s ambassador to the
United States, in June in Washington and that Mr. Antonov told him the release of Mr.
Bout was a very high priority for the Russian government.

“It has been communicated to the American side very clearly that they re going to
have to get real on Viktor Bout if they expect any further prisoner exchanges,” Mr.
Zissou said.

“My sense of this is that no American is going home unless Viktor Bout is sent home
with them.”

U.S. officials have declined to substantiate that notion and won't discuss any potential
deal to free Ms. Griner. The State Department as a matter of practice dismisses
questions about prisoner exchanges around the world, warning that they set a
dangerous precedent.

“Using wrongful detention as a bargaining chip represents a threat to the safety of
everyone traveling, working and living abroad,” the department’s spokesman, Ned
Price, recently said.

Mpr. Biden did agree to a prisoner exchange in April, in which Russia released Trevor
Reed, a former U.S. Marine from Texas who had been held since 2019 on charges of
assaulting two police officers.

The United States in return freed Konstantin Yaroshenko, a pilot sentenced in 2011 to
20 years in prison for drug smuggling. But White House officials stressed that Mr.
Reed’s failing health made his case exceptional.

Many people have expressed support for Ms. Griner, a star athlete and basketball
icon. Less obvious is the Russian government’s solidarity with an organized crime
titan linked to terrorists and war criminals.

In December, a government building in Moscow exhibited two dozen of Mr. Bout’s
pencil sketches and other artwork produced from his cell in a federal penitentiary
building near Marion, III.

By the time of his arrest in 2008, Mr. Bout (pronounced “boot”) was so known that
an arms-trafficking character played by Nicolas Cage in the 2005 film “Lord of War”
was based on his life.

Born in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, he attended a Russian military college and served as a
Soviet air force officer.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Mr. Bout began making money ferrying cargo
between continents. U.S. officials say he soon became one of the world’s top arms
dealers, transporting weapons from the former Soviet military in Ilyushin transport
planes, with a particularly lucrative business in war-torn African countries like
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Mr. Bout denies that he knowingly trafficked arms.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, the United States and European nations were sure
that Mr. Bout’s weapons shipments were not only fueling death and misery but also
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violating United Nations arms embargoes. They were particularly alarmed by
intelligence suggesting he may have done business with the Afghan Taliban and even
Al Qaeda, charges he denies.

Eventually, the United States lured Mr. Bout into a trap. In 2008, a pair of Drug
Enforcement Administration agents posing as members of Colombia’s leftist FARC
rebel group arranged a meeting in Bangkok with Mr. Bout to buy weapons including
30,000 AK-47 rifles, plastic explosives and surface-to-air missiles for use against
Colombia’s government and the American military personnel supporting its campaign
against the FARC.

“Viktor Bout was ready to sell a weapons arsenal that would be the envy of some
small countries,” Preet Bharara, then the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of
New York, said after his conviction.

“He aimed to sell those weapons to terrorists for the purpose of killing Americans.”

The FARC's official status at the time as a foreign terrorist organization meant that
Mpr. Bout drew a mandatory federal minimum sentence of 25 years.

One former U.S. official familiar with Mr. Bout’s situation said the Russian
government’s interest in his freedom appeared to be personal and that he has ties to
powerful people close to President Viadimir V. Putin.

Another former American official pointed to a somewhat more principled reason: Mr.
Bout was arrested in Thailand and extradited from there to New York. Russian
officials have complained about what they call the growing “practice used by the U.S.
of actually hunting down our citizens abroad and arresting them in other nations,” as
Grigory Lukyantsev, the Russian Foreign Ministry’s commissioner for human rights,
said in August, according to the Russian news outlet RT.

The first former U.S. official said it was highly unlikely that, given the magnitude of
his crimes, Mr. Bout would be freed in any deal for Ms. Griner — even if, as some
have speculated, the trade were to include Paul Whelan, a former U.S. Marine
imprisoned in Moscow since December 2018 on espionage charges.

The former official said Russia had sought Mr. Bout’s release in even higher-profile
cases in the past and had been firmly rejected.

Both former officials spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not
authorized to discuss their knowledge of Mr. Bout’s case publicly.

Danielle Gilbert, an assistant professor of military and strategic studies at the U.S.
Air Force Academy who specializes in hostage diplomacy, agreed that releasing Mr.
Bout would be a difficult political proposition. But she did not rule out the idea. “It
wouldn’t surprise me if they re at least considering the possibility,” she said, noting
that she does not speak for the U.S. government.

Mpr. Bout has at least one advocate for his release in the United States: Shira A.
Scheindlin, the judge who presided over his case. In an interview, Ms. Scheindlin said
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that swapping Mr. Bout for Ms. Griner would be inappropriate, given the scale of his
offense in relation to her alleged violation.

But she said a deal that also included Mr. Whelan might even the scales. Mr. Bout has
already served 11 years in prison, she noted, saying that “he was not a terrorist, in
my opinion. He was a businessman.”

Although she was required to impose his mandatory 25-year sentence, she added: “I
thought it was too high at the time.”

“So, having served as long as he has, I think the United States’ interest in punishing
him has been satisfied,” she said, “and it would not be a bad equation to send him
back if we get back these people who are important to us.”

Even if the United States were open to such a deal, Mr. Zissou said it would not be
imminent. He said he believed that Russia — which insists Ms. Griner faces legitimate
charges and is not a political pawn — was determined to complete her trial before
negotiating her release.

“And that is likely to take a few months,” he said.

Russia hauls in ambassador over 'offensive’ UK comments on nuclear weapons
Mark Trevelyan - Reuters

Reuters/MAXIM SHEMETOV British Ambassador to Russia Deborah Bronnert takes
part in a wreath-laying ceremony in Moscow.

LONDON (Reuters) -Russia said on Thursday it had summoned the British
ambassador to voice a strong protest against "offensive” British statements, including
about alleged Russian threats to use nuclear weapons.
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The Russian Foreign Ministry said it issued the rebuke to Ambassador Deborah
Bronnert over "the frankly boorish statements of the British leadership regarding
Russia, its leader and official representatives of the authorities, as well as the Russian
people”.

1t said Bronnert was handed a memorandum stating that "offensive rhetoric from
representatives of the UK authorities is unacceptable. In polite society, it is customary
to apologize for such statements.”

The ministry said Russia had told her it objected to British statements containing
"deliberately false information, in particular about alleged Russian 'threats to use
nuclear weapons’”.

No immediate comment was available from Britain's Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office.

British Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said in a radio interview this week that
Russian President Viadimir Putin had "small man syndrome” and Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova was "like a comedy turn - she does her statement
every week threatening to nuke everyone”.

Russia's war in Ukraine has wrecked its relations with most Western countries but it
often reserves special vitriol for Britain, which has positioned itself as a leading
backer of Kyiv in both rhetorical support and weapons supplies.

In February, the Kremlin condemned what it called "absolutely unacceptable”
remarks by British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss about the risk of conflict between
Russia and NATO after Moscow invaded Ukraine.

On Thursday, Putin cited Margaret Thatcher's 1982 dispatch of the British navy to
take back the Falkland Islands from Argentina in response to comments by Prime
Minister Boris Johnson that the Russian invasion of Ukraine was a "perfect example
of toxic masculinity”” and would not have happened if Putin were a woman.

Kremlin spokesman Dimitry Peskov said later that some of Johnson's comments were
"monstrous”.

% Writing by Mark Trevelyan, editing by Deepa Babington.

CCTV captures July 4 suspect 'escaping scene disguised in women's clothes’
Sabrina Johnson - Metro

Cameras may have caught the 21-year-old man who is accused of opening fire on a
July 4 parade in Chicago escaping the scene in disguise.
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Metro Robert E Crimo Il (inset) has been charged with seven counts of murder

following Sunday’s shooting (Picture: City of Highland Park via AFP / Highland
Park Police Department via Reuters)

Robert E Crimo Il was arrested on Monday, several hours after the fatal attack
which killed seven and injured more than 35 in the Chicago suburb of Highland Park.
He has since been charged with seven counts of murder.

The suspected shooter is understood to have used a rifle ‘similar to an AR-15" in the
attack and dressed in women’s clothing in a bid to blend in with the crowd as he
escaped.

Now, images from CCTV cameras in the area appear to have caught Crimo walking
away from the scene in disguise.

The images show someone matching Crimo’s description, wearing a blue sweater,
gloves, a scarf'in the colours of the American flag, and carrying a black backpack.
They also have headphones plugged into an iPhone.

Metro Seven people were killed and more than 30 injured in Sunday’s attack
(Picture: Jim Vondruska/Getty Images)
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Deputy chief Chris Covelli of the Lake County Sheriff’s Olffice said no motive had
been established for the attack, which sent panicked parade-goers fleeing for their
lives.

‘We do believe Crimo pre-planned this attack for several weeks, and that he acted
alone,’ he said.

‘We have no information to suggest at this point it was racially motivated, motivated
by religion or any other protected status.’

Mpr Covelli said it is thought Crimo used a fire escape to access the roof of a building
overlooking the parade route and fired more than 70 rounds from a rifle ‘similar to
an AR-15,’ one of several guns he had purchased legally.

‘Crimo was dressed in women’s clothing and investigators believe he did this to
conceal his facial tattoos and his identity and help him during the escape with the
other people who were fleeing the chaos,” Mr Covelli added.

Metro A person who police believe to be Crimo dressed in women’s clothing, walking
away from the scene of Sunday’s mass shooting (Picture: Reuters)

He said Crimo went to his mother’s nearby home after the shooting and borrowed her
car. He was captured about eight hours later after a brief chase.

In the wake of Sunday’s shooting, it has emerged Crimo slipped past an lllinois ‘red
flag’ law designed to prevent people deemed to have violent tendencies from getting
guns.

The disclosures raise questions about the adequacy of the laws.

Mpr Covelli said Crimo had legally purchased a total of five guns, including the
suspected murder weapon, despite having come to law enforcement’s attention twice
for behavior suggesting he might harm himself or others.
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Metro Deputy chief Christopher Covelli, of the Lake County sheriff’s office speaks to
the media in the wake of the shooting (Picture: AP)

Police were twice called to Crimo’s home in 2019, once to investigate a suicide
attempt and the second time because a relative said he had threatened to ‘kill
everyone’ in the family, Mr Covelli said.

Police removed 16 knives, a dagger and a sword from the home but did not make any
arrests.

‘There were no complaints that were signed by any of the victims,” Mr Covelli
explained.

In a separate statement, Illinois State Police said it had received a report from
Highland Park Police declaring Crimo a ‘clear and present danger’ after the alleged
threats against his family in September 2019.

At the time Crimo did not possess a state ‘firearm owners identification (FOID)’ card
that could be revoked or a pending FOID application to deny meaning state police
involvement in the matter was closed, the agency said.

State police also said no relative or anyone else was willing to provide ‘information
on threats or mental health that would have allowed law enforcement to take
additional action’.

Three months later, at age 19, Crimo applied for his first FOID card, under his
father’s sponsorship.

Crimo passed four background checks in the purchase of his guns, all of them
conducted in 2020 and 2021, well after the 2019 incidents that drew police attention,
according to the state police.
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China Warns Philippine Ships '"Making Trouble' as Island Dispute Escalates
John Feng - Newsweek

Chinese government vessels have for the first time made direct threats against a
Manila-held outpost in disputed waters in the South China Sea, according to a report
out of the Philippines this week.

The latest saga in the decades-long standoff over Second Thomas Shoal—known
as Ayungin in the Philippines and Ren'ai Jiao in China—happened as Philippine
boats attempted to resupply a contingent of marines in the Spratly Islands in June,
the Philippine Daily Inquirer said in a July 4 report.

During a June 21 rotation and resupply mission, China Coast Guard ships No. 4302
and No. 5304 tailed wooden boats headed for BRP Sierra Madre, a former U.S. Navy
landing ship that the Philippine Navy deliberately ran aground near the shoal in 1999
to serve as an outpost.

The shoal is about 105 nautical miles off Palawan in the West Philippine
Sea—Manila's term for the eastern portion of the South China Sea that falls within
the Philippines' exclusive economic zone.

The Spratly Islands are contested by Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam, China, and
the Philippines, but it's Beijing and Manila that have wrestled for control over Second
Thomas Shoal in the last decades.

The Sierra Madre represents ongoing Philippine attempts to assert sovereignty and
control over the shoal. It doesn't move, the marines stationed on board are routinely
rotated off the vessel, which is resupplied with small boats in order to cool tensions

with China.

According to the Inquirer, Chinese vessels that operate regularly in the area, which
Beijing claims in its entirety, generally don't obstruct the resupply of rations.
However, they protest the delivery of construction materials that could be used to
repair and fortify the rusting warship.

The crew of Sierra Madre was told to "seriously consider the solemn stand of the
Chinese government,” during its latest supply mission, the newspaper said.

"If you insist on making trouble [in] your own way, you will take responsibility for all
these consequences arising therefore,” China Coast Guard ship No. 5304 warned
over the radio, in a move one Philippine Marine described as "bullying.”

As China's hard power grows in the air and sea, managing overlapping disputes in

the South China Sea has become a pressing issue for littoral states like the
Philippines, which like many neighbors count China as its most important trading
partner. During their 2012 clash over Scarborough Shoal, now under Chinese control,
Beijing imposed indirect economic sanctions on Philippine exports.

Beijing asserts sovereignty over nearly all of the South China Sea via its "nine-dash
line,” despite the Permanent Court of Arbitration's rejection of these claims in 2016
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in the outcome of Philippines v. China—a verdict Manila is finding almost impossible
to enforce.

In 2021, disputes over Second Thomas Shoal saw Chinese vessels accused

of firing water cannons on Philippine supply boats. The incident

triggered reminders out of Manila and Washington about the U.S.-Philippines Mutual
Defense Treaty, which covers attacks on the Philippine military in the South China
Sea.

On June 28, the Philippines' then-outgoing Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said
the supply runs would continue despite Chinese protests.

"We have been resupplying that detachment for the past 20 years. Our people need to
repair their living quarters,” he said. "[China has] a lot of conditions... But we will
continue to resupply the Sierra Madre. We will not stop.”

Jay Directo/AFP via Getty Images Philippine Navy landing ship BRP Sierra Madre at
Second Thomas Shoal, a remote South China Sea reef in the Spratly Islands claimed
by the Philippines, China and others, on March 29, 2014. Chinese coast guard vessels
issued warnings to the Sierra Madre as it was being resupplied on June 21, 2022.

Beijing claims indisputable sovereignty over the South China Sea and argues its
vessels have a right to enforce controls around Second Thomas Shoal and other
maritime zones.

Major Western governments—most recently the Group of Seven—rely on unimpeded
trade routes in the South China Sea to sustain their economies. They support Manila's
position and find Beijing's claims inconsistent with the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea, or UNCLOS.

In the leaders' joint statement released last week, the G7 said: "We remain seriously
concerned about the situation in the East and South China Seas. We strongly oppose
any unilateral attempts to change the status quo by force or coercion that increase
tensions.”
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"We stress that there is no legal basis for China's expansive maritime claims in the
South China Sea. In this regard, we urge China to fully comply with the arbitral
award of 12 July 2016 and to respect navigational rights and freedoms enshrined in
UNCLOS,” the statement said.

Highland Park Suspect Planned Mass Shooting for Weeks, Police Say. What We
Know So Far About the Highland Park Mass Shooting
Simmone Shah & Nik Polli - The Time

UPDATED: JULY 5, 2022 7:04 PM EDT | ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED: JULY 5,
2022 1:09 PM EDT

The gunman who opened fire on a Fourth of July parade in the Chicago suburb of
Highland Park, 1ll., had allegedly been planning the attack for weeks and dressed in
women'’s clothing to ensure he was not recognized, police have revealed. Six of the
victims were identified and a seventh victim of the shooting died on Tuesday as new
details about the 21-year-old suspect emerged.

The suspect legally bought five guns over the course of a year—despite police being
called to his home on two separate occasions in 2019, including once for threatening
to “kill everyone,” Christopher Covelli, Deputy Chief of the Lake County Sheriff’s
Office said Tuesday. At the time, the police removed 16 knives, a sword, and a dagger
from his possession.

After the gunman opened fire from the rooftop of a building along the parade route
Monday morning—firing at least 70 rounds, which hit at least 45 people—he climbed
down, left the AR-15-style rifle he used and blended into the fleeing crowd, police
said.

To conceal his identity and facial tattoos that made him more recognizable, he wore
women’s clothing, which allowed him to pass without notice, said Covelli. “He
blended right in with everybody else as they were running around, almost as if he was
an innocent spectator as well,” said Covelli.

The suspect was charged Tuesday with seven counts of first-degree murder. If
convicted, he will face life in prison, without the possibility of parole.

“This is the first of many charges to be filed,” said Eric Rinehart, Lake County State
Attorney, who added that “dozens more” charges are likely to be filed around each
victim.

In addition to the dead, at least 30 people were wounded; victims ranged in age from
8 to 83, police said. The suspect was at large for hours before being
arrested—leading to Fourth of July events across the Chicago area being canceled.

It is the latest devastating mass shooting in a public place in America—and one of
numerous outbreaks of violence across the U.S. over the holiday weekend.
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What happened?

People’s belongings lie abandoned along the parade route after a mass shooting at a
Fourth of July parade in the wealthy Chicago suburb of Highland Park, Illinois, U.S.
July 5, 2022.

Cheney Orr—Reuters

As a Fourth of July parade was underway in Highland Park at 10:14 a.m. Monday, a
shooter opened fire from the rooftop of a nearby building. Witnesses said they
believed at first that the gunfire was fireworks. Accounts from people at the parade
show that the shooting caused mass panic, as parade-goers fled and children were
separated from parents.

“There was a small lull and that’s when the horrific sounds of those sonic booms
started going off,” Dr. David Baum, an obstetrician from Highland Park, tells TIME.
“People quickly realized what was happening when people were screaming ‘bodies
down, bodies down.’”

Police responded to the shooting quickly, but the gunman was able to escape because
he was in disguise, police said. The suspect walked to his mother’s home nearby,
where he borrowed her car and fled.

Baum, whose children and grandchildren marched in the children’s parade earlier in
the morning Monday, says he and other doctors and nurses at the parade rushed in to
provide medical care to victims until paramedics arrived. He performed chest
compressions on a 9-year-old boy who was wounded until first-responders arrived.
The boy was later taken to the hospital in critical condition.

Baum doesn’t believe he didn’t anything heroic in trying to save victims—partly
because he was unable to save many of the victims he encountered. “I tried to help,
but the people who were dead were almost immediately identified as un-resuscitatable.
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I mean, they had injuries that I saw that were unspeakable,” he says. “The amount of
blood that was on the sidewalk was unimaginable.”

Baum says that he’s having a hard time processing what he experienced on Monday
now that the adrenaline of the moment has worn off. “Now I feel sort of empty and

very sad about what just happened with my kids and what my kids had to live through,”
he says.

As the shooter remained at large for hours, Highland Park residents were urged to
shelter in place as more than 100 law enforcement officials were called to the scene
and dispatched to find the suspect. Suburban communities in Illinois began canceling
Fourth of July festivities, urging residents to remain at home while “the threat is still
at large”.

On Monday evening, police named 21-year old Robert “Bobby” Crimo Il as a
person of interest in the case. He was arrested eight hours later in Lake Forest, 1lI.
after leading police on a chase when an officer attempted a traffic stop. Crimo has yet
to be charged in relation to the shooting.

What do we know about the suspected gunman?

Authorities had “a significant amount of digital evidence” that helped identify Crimo
as a suspect, according to Christopher Covelli, spokesperson for the Lake County
Major Crimes Task Force.

The suspect posted music online under a pseudonym, along with music videos that
often included animated depictions of mass murder. His music has received millions
of plays on streaming platforms, according to CBS Chicago.

The online activity “reflected a plan and a desire to commit carnage for a long time
in advance,” Highland Park Mayor Nancy Rotering told NBC’s Today show on
Tuesday. Police have not yet identified a motive.

Rotering said she knew the suspect years ago, when she was a Cub Scout pack leader.
“He was just a little boy,” she said, “It’s one of those things where you step back and
you say, ‘What happened?’ How did somebody become this angry, this hateful to then
take it out on innocent people who, literally, were just having a family day out?”

Other parade-goers in the small town also knew of the suspect; Crimo’s father was
the owner of a local deli and had run for mayor in 2019. “We are good people here,
and to have this is devastating, ” the suspect’s uncle, Paul Crimo told CNN.

Police said he bought the rifle used in the shooting legally in Illinois. He left the
weapon, described as a high powered rifle “similar to an AR-15,” behind at the scene
and federal agents were able to use it, along with surveillance videos from the scene,
to identify Crimo as the shooting suspect, Covelli said.

A second rifle was found in the vehicle Crimo was driving when he was stopped by
police. Handguns were found at his home. All were legally purchased.
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Crimo’s parents released a statement through their attorney, saying, “We are all
mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, and this is a terrible tragedy for many
families, the victims, the paradegoers, the community, and our own. Our hearts,
thoughts, and prayers go out to everybody.”

Highland Park passed an assault weapons ban in 2013

In the months after the shooting at Sandy Hook elementary school nearly a decade
ago, Highland Park passed an ordinance banning AR-15s and AK-47s. The decision
was highly contested by residents at the time, the Chicago Tribune reported. A local
pediatrician and the Illinois Rifle Association sued the city, with the decision
ultimately upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.

The suspect used a “high-powered rifle” that was “similar to an AR-15,” police said
Tuesday. They would not say whether the suspect gave a Highland Park address when
buying the gun, or where exactly the gun store was located. Another rifle and
handguns were recovered in subsequent searches of the suspect’s vehicle and home.

Rotering told National Public Radio that the suspect violated the city’s local ban on
assault weapons. “Nationally, we need a collaboration across our states, across our
municipalities,” she said. “We did what we could within the confines of current,
existing law. We need our nation’s leaders to take necessary steps to prevent further
carnage in people’s hometowns.”

Who are the victims?

There were seven people killed in the shooting and nearly 40 injured, including
children as young as 8, police said. Five of the victims died at the scene of the
shooting, while two died at the hospital.

Highland Park Hospital admitted 25 people with gunshot wounds, 19 of whom were
treated and sent home, according to Dr. Brigham Temple, medical director of
emergency preparedness. He said that “‘four or five” of those hospitalized were
children, with injuries varying. “Some of them were minor,” Temple said at a press
conference Monday. “Some of them were much more severe.”

Six of the victims were identified by the Lake County Coroner’s Office Tuesday. They

are.
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Kevin and Irina McCarthy were identified as the parents of a 2-year-old boy who was
found and taken to safety by strangers in the midst of the shooting. The boy, Aiden, is
now an orphan, and will be raised by his grandparents, according to a GoFundMe
campaign that has raised more than $350,000.

A violent July 4 weekend

The shooting in Highland Park was the largest holiday weekend attack, but not the
only one to stain Fourth of July festivities. Since Friday, there have been 18 mass
shootings in communities across the nation, most of them on Monday, according to
the Gun Violence Archive, which defines a mass shooting as an incident where four
or more people are shot or killed, not including the shooter.

The pattern of mass shootings continues to haunt a nation still grieving from the
shooting at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas where 19 children and two
teachers were killed; and the shooting at a Buffalo, N.Y. supermarket where a
gunman—who was allegedly driven by racist intent—shot and killed 10 Black people.

Less than 12 hours before the Highland Park shooting on Monday, five people were
injured in Chicago’s south side, roughly 35 miles away. In the city of Chicago alone,
at least 57 people had been shot over the weekend, nine of them fatally, according to
NBC Chicago.

At a Fourth of July block party across the state line from Chicago in Gary, Ind., a
shooting left three people dead and seven wounded.

In Philadelphia, two police officers were shot near the Philadelphia Museum of Art
on Monday night.

In Minneapolis, eight people were injured in a shooting in Boom Island Park on
Monday. One person was killed and four were injured in Kenosha, Wis.

Another person was killed in Sacramento, Calif., and four more were injured, when
shots were fired as a club was closing early Monday morning.

Six more were injured in a shooting in Richmond, Va., and another four were injured
in a shooting in Kansas City, Mo.
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Ukraine May Finally Get Slovakia's MiG-29s Thanks To Czech Air Patrol Deal
Emma Helfrich - The Drive

In a debate aired on national television, Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala announced
that the Czech Air Force would soon be carrying out patrol and air policing duties

from within Slovakia’s airspace.

The proposed partnership between the neighboring NATO countries could kick start
the transfer of MiG-29 fighter jets to Ukraine, which has been in the works since the

early days of the Ukrainian-Russian conflict.

The Drive Ukraine May Finally Get Slovakia's MiG-29s Thanks To Czech Air Patrol
Deal.

Fiala disclosed the details of the agreement on July 3, stating that beginning in
September, the country would deploy SAAB JAS-39C Gripen fighters to conduct

air-defense operations in Slovakian skies.

Slovakian Prime Minister Eduard Heger was also present for the discussion and went
on to add that the budding agreement may last for up to a year but is still in the

process of being negotiated.

The most noteworthy outcomes, though, could be the chance to streamline Slovakia’s

pending delivery of Lockheed Martin-made F-16 Fighting Falcons as well as the
opportunity to donate the Slovakian Air Force’s remaining MiG-29 Fulcrum fighter

Jjets to Ukraine.
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Slovakia has long been in the process of ending the country’s dependence on its fleet
of Cold War-era MiG-29 fighter jets. The aircraft first entered service in 1982,
making it so the MiG-29’s Soviet Union origins have prompted Slovakia to preserve
at least some level of relations with Russia in order to maintain the fleet and its
weapon systems.

In an effort to both cut those lingering ties and upgrade the country’s fighters,

Slovakia has since largely grounded its fleet of MiG-29s in preparation for its 2018
order of 14 F-16 Block 70 aircraft to be delivered.

Lockheed Martin's F-16C Fighting Falcon. Credit: Jeff Gilbert/Wikimedia Commons
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The Slovakian MiG-29 fleet includes roughly 11 aircraft — a mix of MiG-29A4S
single-seaters and MiG-29UBS two-seaters. The aircraft received upgrades that made
them NATO compliant, including the installation of special radios and Identification
Friend-or-Foe (IFF) equipment, as well as a multi-function display, among other
enhancements, during the mid-2000s.

The F-16 order was supposed to be wrapped up this year, however, the delivery date
has been pushed back to 2024. The delay and the corresponding degradation in the
readiness of the country’s MiG-29 fleet have put Slovakia in a precarious position in
terms of air defense.

So much so that the country was prompted to ask NATO for assistance in securing
their airspace as the Slovak Air Force awaits its new F-16s. Now that the Czech
Republic’s government is acknowledging Slovakia’s temporary gap in aerial security
and stepping up to the challenge by deploying their own resources to patrol the
airspace.

“We will support Slovakia until they have a new plane,” said Czech Prime Minister
Fiala during the televised debate. “I don’t see a problem, and the government will
certainly approve it.”

Slovak MiG-29 in flight over the countryside. Credit: Milan Nykodym/Wikimedia
Commons

In the meantime, Slovakia’s Prime Minister Heger believes that this is the perfect time
to begin transferring the MiG-29 jets to Ukraine. Slovakia, among other countries in
the European Union like Poland and Bulgaria who also still utilize MiG-29s, has
been in active discussions about donating their jets since February of this year.

None of those deals went through and the one with Poland caused a major media
storm that was largely considered unfortunate.
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A MiG-29 taking off at RIAT 2012. Credit: Tim Felce/Wikimedia Commons

In the meantime, some of these countries and the U.S. have donated MiG-29 parts and
possibly even non-flying partial air-frames to Ukraine to help them get mothballed
Jjets back into the air. This initiative has been successful, at least to a degree.

The transfer of Slovakia’s Fulcrums to Ukraine was largely dependent on the United
States upholding its end of the deal with the F-16 delivery and establishing the
assurance that NATO would step up and help protect Slovakia’s airspace in the
interim.

The U.S. has stated before that it outright has no issue with the MiG-29 transfer. Now
that an agreement has seemingly been reached with all parties involved, the prospect
of Ukrainian forces receiving a shipment of MiG-29s in the near future could finally
become a reality.

Slovak S-300 long-range air-defense system. Credit: EllsworthSK/Wikimedia
Commons
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Before the country’s war with Russia, Janes Defence reported that Ukraine had 44
MiG-29s listed in its active inventory. While it's difficult to track down the currently
viable number as the conflict rages on and losses have stacked up, and grounded
air-frames have been put back into the air, that number has still likely decreased,
which further supports Ukraine’s request for Slovakia’s donation.

How exactly the Slovakian government plans on transporting these fighter jets is also
a question worth asking. If a number of MiG-29s flying into Ukraine were to be
detected by Russia, the NATO-supported donation would be seen as a major
escalation or worse.

Russia has made repeated warnings of how advanced military hardware shipments
into Ukraine would not be tolerated and it would consider them legitimate targets.
Furthermore, they have stressed that combat aircraft deliveries would be crossing a
red line. Although considering the amount of high-end western weaponry that has
poured into the country over the months, the validity of such warnings is becoming
moot.

Slovakia’s MiG-29 fleet may not even be capable of making that flight without a ton
of work that would be hard to source, anyways. So, there’s a much greater possibility
that the aircraft would be partially disassembled and delivered by means of ground
transportation.

While surely Russia would want to interdict the shipment, there really is little they can
do beyond an espionage operation as they possess very limited long-range
capabilities for striking moving targets like ground shipments and have been totally
unsuccessful at stopping them in the past.

In fact, a very similar donation from Slovakia has successfully occurred. The
country’s lone §-300 long-range air defense battery was shipped to Ukraine after
NATO gave assurances that it would fill the gap it would leave behind. That transfer,
which happened mainly via rail, occurred without issue and the vital system is in
service with Ukraine today. It remains the only known example of the S-300 donated
to Ukraine.

How the MiG-29s would be used is another story. Some may fly while others may be
used for spare parts to support Ukraine’s extremely hard-pressed existing MiG-29
fleet. You can read all about what Ukrainian MiG-29 operations have been like in this
past feature of ours.

Now we will just have to wait and see if Ukraine will finally get its hands on the
ex-NATO MiG-29s it has been begging for. With any luck, the transfer will come to
pass and Ukraine’s combat aviation force will have nearly a dozen extra Fulcrum
air-frames.

While it is still a relatively humble offering — Ukrainian pilots and
maintainers should be in training on a western 4th generation fighter now — they will
be put to far better use than withering away on the ground in Slovakia.
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Ex-Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe assassinated, dies at 67 after campaign
shooting
Celina Tebor - USA TODAY

Shinzo Abe, Japan's longest-serving prime minister, died at the age of 67 Friday after
being shot during a campaign speech in western Japan. It was a shocking attack in a
country that has some of the strictest gun control laws in the world.

Abe was shot from behind minutes after he started his speech Friday in the city of
Nara. He collapsed bleeding and was airlifted to a nearby hospital in Nara, although
he was not breathing and his heart had stopped, the Associated Press reported. He
was later pronounced dead after receiving massive blood transfusions, officials said.

Police arrested a male suspect, identified as 41-year-old Tetsuya Yamagami, at the
scene of the shooting in Nara, according to Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu
Matsuno.

The Japanese broadcaster NHK reported that Yamagami worked for the Maritime
Self-Defense Force for three years until around 2005. He said he wanted to kill Abe
because he had complaints about him unrelated to politics, according to NHK.

In Washington, President Joe Biden said he was "stunned, outraged, and deeply
saddened” by Abe's assassination.

"This is a tragedy for Japan and for all who knew him,” Biden said in a statement
early Friday. He called Abe "a champion of the alliance between our nations and the
friendship between our people.”

NHK aired footage showing Abe collapsed on the street, with several security guards
running toward him. He was bleeding and holding his chest. Two apparent gun shots
are audible in the video.

The video also shows security guards tackling the apparent gunman to the ground. A
double-barreled device that appeared to be a handmade gun was seen on the ground,
according to the Associated Press.
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Abe was making a campaign speech ahead of Sunday’s parliamentary elections.
Japan has some of the strictest gun laws in the world. Prospective owners must
undergo formal instruction as well as written, mental, and drug tests and a rigorous
background check.

Abe first became Japan's prime minister in 2006, when he was 52, making him the
youngest leader to hold the post at the time. But he resigned a year later after his
Liberal Democratic Party lost control of the legislature and amid his own health
issues, he suffered from ulcerative colitis.

Abe was elected to lead the liberal party again in 2012, elevating him to prime
minister a second time in December of that year. He led the country until August
2020, announcing his resignation when his illness resurfaced.

During his second stint as prime minister, Abe worked to revitalize the nation and get
its economy out of its deflationary doldrums with his "Abenomics” formula, which
combined fiscal stimulus, monetary easing and structural reforms.

His ultra-nationalism riled the Koreas and China, and his push to normalize Japan’s
defense posture angered many Japanese. Abe failed to achieve his cherished goal of
Jformally rewriting the U.S.-drafted pacifist constitution due to public opposition.
Following his resignation, Abe remained an influential political figure in his Liberal
Democratic Party.

Former President Donald Trump said it was "absolutely devastating news.” Abe "was
a true friend of mine and, much more importantly, America,” Trump said in a
message posted on his social media platform.

"This is a tremendous blow to the wonderful people of Japan, who loved and admired
him so much.”

Rahm Emanuel, the U.S. ambassador to Japan, said he was "deeply saddened” by the
news of Abe's death.
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"Prime Minister Abe was a leader ahead of his time ... The clarity of his voice will be
truly missed,” Emanuel said in a statement.

"The United States has lost a trust partner and an outspoken advocate for our shared
ideals.”

Russia Now Firing S-300 Surface-To-Air Missiles At Land Targets In Ukraine:
Official
Thomas Newdick - The Drive

Ukraine has claimed that Russia is now using its S-300 long-range surface-to-air
missiles to attack land targets in Ukraine. The assertion, from the governor of the
Mykolaiv Oblast, in southern Ukraine, suggests that Russia’s shortage of standoff
weapons to attack land targets may well be worse than thought. The S-300 apparently
does possess a little-known surface-to-surface capability.

Russian MOD Russia Now Firing S-300 Surface-To-Air Missiles At Land Targets In
Ukraine: Official
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The Drive Picture taken on September 24, 2009 shows Belarussian soldiers near an
S-300 surface-to-air missile complex using during the joint Russian-Belarussian
military exercises "West-2009" some 230km southwest of Minsk near the village of
Volka. The exercises will involve more than 12,000 troops, over 200 tanks, 470
armored vehicles, and more than 100 aircraft. AFP PHOTO / VIKTOR DRACHEV
(Photo credit should read VIKTOR DRACHEV/AFP via Getty Images)

Using the Telegram instant messaging service, Vitaly Kim, the governor of Mykolaiv
Oblast, introduced the claim about the S-300, without specifying which versions are
being used. Russia operates both the S-300P series on 8x8 wheeled chassis and

the S-300V that uses a tracked chassis, and which offers an improved anti-ballistic
missile capability. Both S-300P and S-300V series have been used by Russia (and also
by Ukraine) in the Ukrainian war. These systems can fire variety of missiles.

The Drive Russia Now Firing S-300 Surface-To-Air Missiles At Land Targets In
Ukraine: Official
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Kim says that 12 missiles were fired by S-300s in a land attack role, targeting
Mykolaiv Oblast, but he also notes that, despite the missiles being retrofitted with
GPS guidance, they remain inaccurate.

The ability of the S-300 to engage targets on the ground has barely been reported in
Western sources although an article that was published by the Belarusian Naviny
news website in 2011 provides details.

According to this account, the Belarusian military tested its S-300 air defense systems
against “important ground targets on the territory of a potential enemy” during an
exercise in the same year. Belarusian officials claimed this was the first time that the
country had experimented with this capability, which allows an “adapted ... S-300 to
destroy ground targets tens of kilometers from firing positions.”

However, as the article points out, “The possibility of hitting stationary ground
targets was originally incorporated by the developers into the design of the S-300 air
defense system adopted for service in 1979, as well as all its subsequent
modifications.”

At the time, Belarus was known to use the S-300PS (NATO codename SA-10 Grumble)
version of the system, introduced in the mid-1980s and which includes 5V55R missiles
which a maximum engagement range of up to 56 miles against aerial targets. The
Naviny article states that the maximum range of the (Belarusian) S-300 against
ground targets is 75 miles, being limited by the guidance system, rather than the
propulsion.

S-300PS units of the 414th Guards Anti-Aircraft Missile Brest Red Banner Regiment
of the 3rd Air Defense Division stationed in Tiksi, in the Russian Far East. Russian
Ministry of Defense

The missiles used in the S-300P series have inertial guidance systems with updates
provided by radio link and, for the terminal phase, semi-active radar homing. It’s
highly unlikely that, under most circumstances, it would be possible to illuminate a
ground or surface target for the missile to home in on, but the inertial guidance and
radio updates presumably provide enough accuracy to hit larger, area targets.

At the same time, the original warhead is reportedly also effective against ground
targets. Weighing around 70 pounds, the charge contains as many as 19,000
fragments and is activated by a radio proximity fuse.

Furthermore, the missile would also be hard to defend against, with its high-speed
and probable quasi-ballistic missile mode of attack.

Interestingly, the Naviny article states that, in the past, including in Soviet times, the
cost of each S-300 missile round made it prohibitively expensive to practice using
them against ground targets. At the same time, there were many more tactical
surface-to-surface missiles available.
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Now, however, with the S-300PS being replaced in Russian service, including by the
more advanced S-400, it’s become possible to test them for land attack role — a
mission in which they are reportedly now also being used in combat.

Earlier in 2011, regiments from the Russian Air Force and Air Defense Forces from
Eastern Military District reportedly undertook maneuvers during which five S-300
missiles were fired at a simulated “unknown armed formation,” which was
completely destroyed.

As to why Russia is apparently using S-300 to attack ground targets in Ukraine now,
that is somewhat unclear. On the one hand, it would seem to point to a lack of more
suitable weaponry, including precision-guided standoff missiles. Indeed, part of the
reason for the Russian military practicing using the S-300 for land attack in recent
vears is the relative scarcity of tactical surface-to-surface missiles, at least compared
with Cold War levels.

From early on in the war in Ukraine, meanwhile, there have been reports, including
from the Pentagon, that Russia may well be running low on its stocks of standoff
missiles, in particular the more modern land attack cruise missiles launched from
bombers as well as from surface warships, submarines, and ground launchers.

At the same time, replacing these types of missiles has become harder. Not only are
they expensive to procure, but the effect of sanctions against Moscow almost certainly
makes it harder to obtain certain critical components.

These considerations may well also have led to Russia’s decision to employ Cold
War-era Kh-22 (or their modern Kh-32 equivalent) air-launched standoff missiles
against targets on land, something which these missiles are not best suited.

On the other hand, it’s possible that the S-300 has been called into action against
land targets at least partially on practical grounds. If a target presents itself that is
out of the range of standard artillery and an S-300 air defense battery is within range,
it could well make sense to engage it by these means, rather than calling in a more
expensive cruise missiles strike.

Not only would the land-attack cruise missile have to travel further to hit the target,
but it would also do so by flying more slowly, and would take much longer to bring
into action in the first place.

Russia's Iskander-M short-range ballistic missiles are also weapons that are likely in
dwindling supply and are of high importance, with maintaining a minimum stockpile
being a strategic issue. Most importantly, the S-300 has also been around for so long
that there is likely a surplus of aging rounds that would be better used on static
ground targets than in high-risk air defense situations.

If Russia has indeed modified these weapons with GPS guidance, it would point to an
even more elaborate, long-term initiative to use them as quasi-ballistic missiles.
Doing so would like improve accuracy by a significant margin, but still may not be
anywhere as reliably accurate as a purpose-built system. Their blast-fragmentation
warheads are also optimized to take down aircrafft, not strike land targets.
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At this stage, we can’t say for sure that Russia is employing S-300s in a land attack

capacity as alleged, but it certainly appears possible and would make sense bearing
in mind the depleted stocks of other more appropriate weapons. We will continue to
watch this story and bring you any developments as they emerge.

Ukraine Has Chance to Deal Devastating Blow to Russia: Ex-NATO Commander
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek

Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images Ukraine has the chance to deal a strong blow to Russia

by striking the Kerch Strait bridge, according to a former NATO commander. Above,

a general view of the Crimean bridge built to connect the Krasnodar region of Russia
and Crimean Peninsula across the Kerch Strait on March 14, 2018.

Ukraine has the chance to deal a strong blow to Russia by striking the Kerch Strait
bridge, according to a former NATO commander.

General Philip Breedlove, who served as NATO's supreme allied commander in
Europe, told The Times on Thursday that the bridge is a "legitimate target.” The
Kerch Strait bridge is actually a pair of bridges that run between mainland Russia
and Crimea, the peninsula that Russia annexed in 2014.

After Russia recently claimed control of the battleground city of Severodonetsk and
the Luhansk region, a high-profile strike on something like the Kerch Strait bridge
could benefit Ukraine after months of war. Meanwhile, Russian President Viadimir
Putin on Monday ordered all units involved in the Luhansk offensive to pause the
invasion so they can "build up strength.”

"The units that took part in active hostilities and achieved success, victories in the
Luhansk direction, of course, should rest, increase their combat capabilities,” Putin
said.

While the Luhansk units were ordered to rest, Russia's assault continued in other
parts of Ukraine. A July 7 assessment from the Institute for the Study of War (ISW),
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which provides frequent updates on the conflict in Ukraine, said that Russian forces
continued to advance toward the city of Slovyansk in the Donetsk region. They made
"marginal gains” to the southeast of the Donetsk city of Siversk and continued
offensive operations west of the area of Lysychansk, which had been the last major

Russia's operations also continued to the south and east of the city of Bakhmut in
Donetsk, while Putin's army conducted a "limited and unsuccessful” attack north of
the city of Kharkiv, the ISW said.

Breedlove is not the first to call for the destruction of the Kerch Strait bridge. An
opinion piece published in the New York Post by lulia-Sabina Joja with the Middle
East Institute, a nonprofit think tank for which Breedlove is also listed as an expert,
said that Ukraine needs to destroy it in order to "sever the strategically important
land bridge” that Putin is trying to establish between mainland Russia and Crimea.
"With the land bridge, Moscow can steadily resupply forces and launch attacks into
western Ukraine, ” Joja wrote.

"To tackle this—and to sever the strategically important land bridge—Ukrainians
need long-range rockets and far greater air power supplied by drones and fighter jets.
Either MiG-29s and Su-24s or old American F-14s and F-16s will do,” Joja wrote in
the article.

Newsweek reached out to the defense ministries of Russia and Ukraine for comment.

Sarah Palin Responds to Russia's Alaska Threats—'Things We Can Do About It'
Darragh Roche - The Newsweek

Former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin has criticized Russia for suggestions that the
country could "claim back” Alaska amid the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine.

JASON CONNOLLY/AFP/Getty Images Former Alaska Governor and 2008
Republican party Vice Presidential nominee Sarah Palin addresses the audience at
the 2016 Western Conservative Summit in Denver, Colorado on July 1, 2016.
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Palin has criticized Russia after a senior ally of President Viadimir Putin suggested
his country could reclaim Alaska.

Palin, who is running for Alaska's single seat in the House of Representatives,

told Newsmax on Friday that Russia is staking claim to resources that should belong
to the U.S. and there are "things we can do about it.” as they can. The path that's
close connects

Vyacheslav Volodin, speaker of the Russian State Duma and an ally of
President Viadimir Putin, said on Wednesday that Alaska was part of Russian
territory and his country could claim it back.

"I've been warning people and taking one for the team as I've been mocked forever
that here we can see Russia from Alaska," Palin told the network's Eric Bolling.

She was referring to comments she had made while running for vice president in 2008
when she was mocked for comments in an ABC News interview saying Alaskans could
"see Russia” from the state.

Palin said on Friday that in 1985, a woman swam from Alaska to Russia. She appears
to have been referring to Lynne Cox, who swam from Alaska to the then Soviet Union
in 1987.

"And yet people act like Russia's on the other side of the world and there's not much
we can do about Russia,” Palin said, adding that the country is not so far away that
the U.S. cannot track what the Russians are doing.

"You know what they're actually doing besides threatening to take back Alaska?” she
said.

"They're actually, though, flagging underseas resources that do belong to us - oil, gas,
minerals - and our U.S. administration has just kind of sat there and let it happen.”

Palin said she had raised that issue during her time as governor. In 2007, Russia
symbolically laid claim to a large area of the North Pole that is rich in oil and gas
reserves by placing a flag on the sea bed.

Palin was governor from 2006 to 2009 and referred directly to the North Pole flag
placement.

"They're physically underwater laying the flag down, saying that it's theirs,’ she said.
"There are things that we can do about it. We don't have to just sit back and act like
they're in charge.”

Palin suggested that the Biden administration might be "allowing Russia to bulldoze
right on over us.”

The Russian North Pole claim was made while former President George W. Bush, a
Republican, was in office. President Joe Biden has imposed harsh sanctions on Russia
since the invasion of Ukraine began on February 24.

Alaska Governor Mike Dunleavy also responded to the idea of Russia retaking the
state in a tweet on Thursday, writing: "To the Russian politicians who believe they
can take back Alaska: Good luck.”
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Former President Donald Trump is holding a rally in Anchorage, Alaska on Saturday

in support of Palin and Dunleavy as well as Republican Senate candidate Kelly
Tshibaka.

Newsweek has contacted the Palin campaign for comment.

Japan’s Ruling Party Wins Big in Election After Ex-Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's
Killing
Amy Gunia - Time World

The party of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe—who was gunned down
on July 8—swept to victory in parliamentary elections just two days after his killing
sent shock-waves through Japan.

The conservative Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) secured 63 of the 125 seats up for
grabs. The LDP and its coalition partner, the Komeito, won 76 seats—retaining a
comfortable majority in the upper house of parliament.
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It’s a slight boost for the ruling LDP, which held 55 seats before the election, but it
was hardly a mass outpouring of public support.

“The ruling LDP coalition was already going into the election in a strong position,”
says Michael Green, CEO of the U.S. Studies Centre in Australia and author of Line
of Advantage: Japan’s Grand Strategy in the Era of Abe Shinzo.

“Prime Minister [Fumio] Kishida learned from the mistakes of his immediate
predecessor regarding the politics of COVID and regained public confidence for the
government. The opposition parties, meanwhile, are divided and disorganized.”

The LDP has held power for all but a few years since its formation in 1955. Even
before Abe’s killing, opinion polls showed the ruling bloc in the lead in the election
for seats in the parliament’s less powerful upper house.

A Nikkei Research poll of more than 60,000 people done in early July showed the
LDP was projected to win about 60 of the 125 seats. The turnout of about 52% was
Jjust slightly higher than the last upper-house elections three years ago, which saw
about 49% voter turnout.

The slightly higher voter turnout followed appeals from politicians—many of whom
campaigned under tight security on Saturday in a final push to win voters—to not
allow Abe’s murder impact their voting. “We must never allow violence to suppress
speech during elections, which are the foundation of democracy,” Kishida said on
Saturday.

Abe, who served two stints as prime minister from 2006 to 2007 and from 2012 to
2020, was shot twice on Friday morning while giving a speech in the city of Nara
in western Japan, while campaigning for the LDP ahead of Sunday’s legislative
elections.

Despite his resignation due to ill health in 2020, he was still perhaps the most
influential politician in the country. He led the largest faction in the LDP and played
an important role in setting the party’s agenda and its leadership.
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People look at campaign posters for Japan's upper house election in Tokyo on July 10,
2022. Toshifumi Kitamura—AFP /Getty Images

Still, the election—typically seen as a referendum on the incumbent government—may
help Kishida consolidate his rule. Christopher Johnstone, the Japan chair at the
Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) think tank,
says that Kishida’s “immediate challenge will be addressing the economy, and
inflation in particular, which polls indicated was the top issue for voters.” Kishida
has promised to revitalize Japan’s economy with a “new form of Japanese
capitalism.”

The vote might also pave the way for Kishida to revise the country’s pacifist
constitution—a lifelong goal for Abe. The U.S.-drafted-constitution, which renounces
war, was imposed on Japan after World War I1.

The outcome of Sunday’s vote means political forces supportive of constitutional
revision retain a two-thirds majority of the upper chamber. Still, a revision to the
constitution would have to pass a national referendum, in a country where Abe’s push
for increased militarization has in the past led to large street protests.

Johnstone says Kishida “has an aggressive defense agenda, including increased
spending and acquiring new capabilities like long-range strike [weapons] ... Public
opinion polls indicate support for this defense agenda. I expect it will move.”

Kishida said on Sunday that he would push forward with plans to amend the

constitution. The ruling coalition “will deepen parliamentary debate over the
constitution further so a concrete amendment proposal can be compiled,” he said.

Russia Angers the World With Space Station War Propaganda
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Jeffrey Kluger - Time Science

Russian cosmonauts pose with a flag of the self-proclaimed Luhansk People's
Republic aboard the International Space Station

It was only eight years ago that German space station astronaut Alexander Gerst
threatened, as he put it, to kick his crew-mate's butt. The butt in question belonged to
American astronaut Reid Wiseman and the kicking, happily, would be administered
only by proxy. It was June 26, 2014 and the U.S. and Germany were about to face off
in the World Cup.

Gerst’s playful taunt (‘I hope we kick their butt a little bit”) was revealed by
NASA in a press release headlined, “Friendly Rivalry Pits U.S. vs. German
Astronauts on Space Station.” For the record, Gerst got his wish, with Germany
prevailing 1-0 in the match—and all remained amicable aboard the station.

Not so much in 2022. Ever since the start of Russia’s war in Ukraine in February,
NASA and the Russian space agency Roscosmos have been at pains to stress that
work would continue as collegially as always aboard the station—even as tensions
remain between Washington and Moscow “Obviously, we understand the global
situation,” said NASA associate administrator Kathy Leuders in a statement earlier in
the year.

“But as a joint team, these teams are operating together.”

Or at least they were. Yesterday that comity broke down after the three Russian
cosmonauts aboard the station posed for pictures holding the flags of the ostensibly
free Luhansk People’s Republic and Donetsk People’s Republic, two regions in
eastern Ukraine that Russia has seized and, to hear the Kremlin tell it, liberated.
NASA was having none of it.

“NASA strongly rebukes Russia using the International Space Station for political
purposes to support its war against Ukraine,” the space agency said in an email to
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reporters, “which is fundamentally inconsistent with the station’s primary function
among the 15 international participating countries to advance science and develop
technology for peaceful purposes.”

Those, in the delicate parlance of space station diplomacy, were fighting words. It
was 55 years ago that the U.S., Russia, and other nations signed the celebrated
“Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use
of Outer Space, Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,” better known simply
as “The Outer Space Treaty.”

The pact bound signatory nations to refrain from militarizing space, and a later 1998
accord further spelled out rules for good behavior aboard the International Space
Station specifically. Nothing in either treaty forbade any nation from engaging in the
kind of symbolic, finger-in-the-eye gesture that the Russians made this week, but
nothing of the kind had ever happened before either.

“It is unacceptable that the ISS becomes a platform to play out the political or
humanitarian crises happening on the ground,” wrote European Space Agency
Administrator Josef Aschbacher in a July 8 tweet. “The purpose of the ISS is to
conduct research & prepare us for deeper exploration. It must remain a symbol of
peace and inspiration.”

That, for now, is as far as the kerfuffle has gone. There is no word—and crew
discretion being what it is, there will likely be no word—about how all of this is
playing out among the astronauts and cosmonauts themselves.

But for now the Luhansk and Donetsk flags have been tucked away and work has
proceeded as usual aboard the giant orbiting platform. That is the good news. The
bad news is that 400 km (248 mi.) below, things are proceeding too in the killing

fields of besieged Ukraine. The Russian cosmonauts’ bit of performance art is over.

The Russian nation’s war goes on.

The Times has released its first poll of the 2022 midterm cycle.
The New York Times

Dueling weaknesses
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President Biden after a trip to Cleveland last week. Haiyun Jiang/The New York
Times

In 2016, when The New York Times’s pollsters asked Americans whether they planned
to vote for Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump, more than 10 percent said they would
not support either one. They said that they would instead vote for a third-party
candidate or not vote at all.

Four years later, the situation was different. Joe Biden was a more popular nominee
than Clinton had been, while some of Trump’s skeptics had come around to
supporting him. Less than 5 percent of voters told pollsters that they didn’t plan to
vote for either major party nominee.

This morning, The Times is releasing its first poll of the 2022 midterm campaign. And
one of the main messages is that Americans again seem to be as dissatisfied with the
leading candidates as they were in 2016. “This felt like a poll from 2016, not from
2020,” Nate Cohn, The Times'’s chief political analyst, told me.
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The poll included a question about whether people would vote for Biden or Trump in
2024 if the two ended up being the nominees again. The question did not present any
options other than Biden and Trump — yet 10 percent of respondents volunteered that
they did not plan to support either one. The share was even higher among voters
under 35 and lower among older voters.

Similarly unpopular
This level of dissatisfaction is a reflection of the huge, dueling weaknesses of the two
parties.

The Democratic Party has two core problems. First, Biden’s job approval rating is
only 33 percent (similar to Trump’s worst ratings during his presidency), partly
because of frustration over inflation and the continuing disruptions to daily life
stemming from the pandemic. Second, Democrats’ priorities appear out of step with
those of most Americans.

Congressional Democrats have spent much of the past year bickering, with a small
number of moderates blocking legislation that would reduce drug prices, address
climate change and take other popular steps. Many Democrats — both politicians and
voters, especially on the party’s left flank — also seem more focused on divisive
cultural issues than on most Americans’ everyday concerns, like inflation.

“The left has a set of priorities that is just different from the rest of the country’s,”
Nate said. “Liberals care more about abortion and guns than about the economy.
Conservative concerns are much more in line with the rest of the country.”
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On the other hand, Nate points out, “Republicans have serious problems of their

iz

OwWn.

Trump remains the party’s dominant figure — and he is roughly as unpopular as
Biden. The two men’s personal favorability ratings are identical in the Times poll: 39
percent. Many voters, including independents and a noticeable minority of
Republicans, are offended by the events of Jan. 6 and Trump’s role in them.

Republicans also face some vulnerabilities from the recent Supreme Court decisions.
The court has issued aggressive rulings, including overturning Roe v. Wade, that take
policy to the right of public opinion on some of the same issues where many
Democrats are to the left of it.

If not Biden ...

All of this leads to a remarkable combination of findings from the poll. Biden looks
like the weakest incumbent president in decades; 61 percent of Democrats said they
hoped somebody else would be the party’s 2024 nominee, with most of them citing
either Biden’s age or performance. Yet, when all voters were asked to choose between
Biden and Trump in a hypothetical match-up, Biden nonetheless held a small lead
over Trump, 44 percent to 41 percent.

Among self-identified Democractic voters | Source: New York Times/Sienna College |
By Marco Hernandez

Other polls — by YouGov and Harris, for example — suggest Biden would fare better
against Trump than Vice President Kamala Harris would. These comparisons are a
reminder that Biden won the nomination in 2020 for a reason: He is one of the few
nationally prominent Democrats who doesn’t seem too liberal fo many swing voters.
Biden, in short, is a wounded incumbent in a party without obviously stronger
alternatives.
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There is still a long time between now and the 2024 election, of course. Perhaps
Biden’s standing will improve, or another Democrat — one who wins a tough race
this year, for instance, like Stacey Abrams or Senator Raphael Warnock in Georgia —
will emerge as a possibility. Perhaps Ron DeSantis, Mike Pence or another
Republican will defeat Trump for the nomination. Perhaps Biden or Trump (or both)
will choose not to run.

The level of voter dissatisfaction also raises the possibility that a third-party
candidate could attract enough support to influence the outcome, Nate adds.

For now, though, each party’s biggest strength appears to be the weakness of its
opponent.

*** Related: My colleague Shane Goldmacher has more details and analysis on
Biden’s approval rating. In the coming days, The Times will be releasing other results
from the poll, including on the Republican Party, the midterm races and more.
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The supply chain crisis is getting better — and it could make a lot of things cheaper

soon
Juliana Kaplan & Madison Hoff - Business Insider

Yu Fangping / Costfoto/Barcroft Media via Getty Images

Over the last year, Americans have become all too familiar with supply chain issues.
In the post-vaccine era, consumers wanted to spend, but the goods just weren't there

yet.
Now, the supply chain is finally getting back on track, and prices may finally drop.

The supply chain crisis has become so ubiquitous in the US that it's spawned its own
genre of memes. But consumers and joke-makers alike might finally have an
opportunity to rejoice: It looks like the gnarled supply chain might finally be
untangling itself.

Goods are taking less time to get across the ocean. Shipping is getting cheaper.
Retailers are also sitting on piles of inventory — a reversal from last year's bare
shelves. That could bode well for your wallet.

As reported by Alex Kantrowitz in Big Technology, an analysis from logistics
company Flexport — which just snapped up Amazon's former head of retail as
CEO — saw an important gauge slide down yet again.

Flexport's Ocean Timeliness Indicator tracks how long it takes for an item to leave
when it's ready to go from its original port to when it's picked up at the port it's
headed to.

1t took more than 110 days for goods to make their way from Asia to the US in
October 2021; that has dramatically fallen to 95 days in the week ending July 10.
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While 15 days may not seem that dramatic, it makes a huge difference to American
shoppers used to 2-day shipping — and it's a rate not seen since mid-2021.

At the same time, economists see supply chains stabilizing. In a Monday note from
Morgan Stanley chief investment officer Lisa Shalett, the investment bank found that
"pressures on global supply chains have eased.”

The Baltic Dry Index, which tracks how much it costs to ship bulk commodities, has
also been tumbling. The index is a composite of several different major shipping costs,
and the decline in recent weeks shows those costs getting closer to normal.

In late summer and early fall of 2021, the index began to spike, as supply chain woes
seemed to dominate the economy. Now it's back at lows unseen since April 2021.

In January, the New York Federal Reserve said that the supply chain crisis may have
peaked, and "might start to moderate somewhat going forward.” Now, seven months
later, it seems like that's finally happening.

That's good news for consumers used to sky-high prices.

While Morgan Stanley warns that supply chains stabilizing may be dour news for
corporate profits, it may provide some relief to the consumers who have gotten used
to waiting months for more expensive goods.

Target, for instance, has already started marking down its excess inventory, which
includes pandemic-era popular picks like home goods and outdoor furniture.

CEO Brian Cornell said in a June call with investors that they "didn't anticipate the
magnitude” of the shift away from categories like outdoor furniture, televisions, and
kitchen appliances. Just last year, some consumers found themselves staring down
bare shelves looking for those same items.

Target isn't the only retailer with too much stuff. Companies like Walmart, Kohl's,
and Dick's are sitting on much more inventory than they were last year. That
inventory seems to be making its way into bargain stores, The Wall Street
Journal reported that Donna Griffin, a 61-year-old retiree, bought some 3100
off-season coats marked down to $2.75 at a nearby bargain store in Alabama.

That's a good deal for Donna, and she may not be alone in paying less soon. A more
stable supply chain will be good news for cash-strapped bargain hunters. Supply
chain issues, and resulting shortages, have been one of the forces propelling inflation
to levels unseen in decades.

When Americans emerged from pandemic-era lock-downs into a post-vaccine era,
they were eager to spend and keep buying and buying — but the goods just weren't
there. So the stuff that was here got a whole lot more expensive. That continued
scarcity has helped keep prices high. But with the supply chain finally righting itself,
stuff is now more than abundantly available, and goods and services prices aren't
climbing up at the same clip, as Insider's Ben Winck reported.
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As inflation finally seems to peak, that might be good news all around for Americans’
wallets. Just don't expect prices to drop right away.

Twitter ripped into Elon Musk in the new lawsuit it just filed. Here are the 6 best
lines from the complaint.
Samantha Delouya - Business Insider

Andrew Kelly/Reuters.

Twitter filed a lawsuit against Elon Musk for trying to back out of his deal to buy
Twitter for 844 billion. Musk said he wanted to terminate the deal because of issues
around Twitter's disclosure of the number of spam accounts on its site.

Twitter's lawsuit is full of fiery accusations against Musk. Twitter isn't letting Elon
Musk back away from his initial promise to buy the social media site that easily.

On Tuesday, Twitter filed a lawsuit against Musk, accusing him of "refusing to honor
his obligations.”

The suit comes after Musk announced last week that he wanted to terminate the
agreement he signed in April to buy Twitter for $44 billion. Musk claimed he wanted
to end the deal because Twitter did not hand over enough data for his team to verify
the number of bots and spam accounts on the site.

In response to the lawsuit late Tuesday from Twitter, Musk tweeted: "Oh the irony
lol.”

Twitter's lawsuit is full of fiery accusations against Musk. Here are some of the best
lines:
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Twitter called Musk's exit strategy from his agreement to buy Twitter "a model of
hypocrisy.”

Steve Nesius/Reuters

The lawsuit points out that "one of the chief reasons" Musk initially cited for wanting
to buy Twitter was to rid the site of spam, but later "shifted his narrative,” asking for
data from Twitter to prove that spam was not a serious problem for the company.
Twitter accused Musk of conjuring up fake reasons for trying to exit the deal.

Chesnot/Getty Images
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The lawsuit claims "Musk wanted an escape. But the merger agreement left him little
room,” so he made "baseless” claims about the number of fake users on Twitter's

site.
Twitter called Musk's requests for data on spam and bot users "increasingly invasive

and unreasonable.”

Jae C. Hong/AP Photo

Twitter said Musk's "increasingly irrelevant, unsupportable, and voluminous
information requests” seemed to indicate that he was trying to avoid the merger.
The lawsuit accuses Musk of potentially trying to build a competitor to Twitter.

Chesnot/Getty Image
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The filing says that before Musk offered to buy Twitter, he told Twitter CEO Parag
Agrawal that he had three ideas: join the Twitter board of directors, take the
company private, or start a competitor. The lawsuit points out that Musk had rejected
a board seat, and was now trying to get out of the deal to buy Twitter, but "Musk's
third option - building a competitor to Twitter - remained.”

Twitter accuses Musk of seeking to do "irreparable damage” to the company.

Maja Hitij/Getty Images

The lawsuit says its battle with Musk has "cast a pall” over Twitter and that even
monetary damages aren't enough to make up for it.
Twitter says Musk is treating the merger process as "an elaborate joke.’

}

Patrick Pleul/picture alliance via Getty Images
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In the filing, Twitter implies that Musk hasn't taken Twitter, its shareholders, or
Twitter's threat of legal action seriously.

Four Handcuffed and Arrested over Texas Tractor-Trailer — They Are Being
Charged in Trafficking Operation
Daniel Ottomire - American Journal Daily

What’s Happening:

This week, America was horrified to learn about an 18-wheeler packed with over 100
migrants found in San Antonio, TX.

At least 53 people were dead inside the tractor-trailer, which had smuggled these
migrants over the border.

People are outraged, even as the left is mostly silent over this. And now, four people
will face justice.

From Fox News:

Four men have been arrested after 53 migrants died when they were abandoned in a
tractor trailer on a desolate road in San Antonio on Monday, the U.S. Attorney for the
Western District of Texas announced.

The alleged driver of the truck, 45-year-old Homero Zamorano Jr., is facing one
count of alien smuggling resulting in death and faces life in prison or the death
penalty if he is convicted.

He was found hiding in the brush near the truck on Monday evening after trying to get
away from authorities, the U.S. Attorney said.

Four men have been arrested over the horrific discovery of an abandoned 18-wheeler
in San Antonio, TX.

Apparently, two of the men were American citizens. Two others were Mexican
nationals. All have residents in Texas cities and towns.
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According to reports, Homero Zamorano Jr. drove the truck through a checkpoint in
Laredo. The truck was carrying migrants from Mexico, Guatemala, and Honduras.

As terrible as this tragedy is, you have to wonder how this truck was able to drive
through a checkpoint?

Isn’t that what a checkpoint is for? To ensure large trucks aren’t packed with illegal
substances or people?

Has Biden’s lax immigration policies fallen so far that border checkpoints aren’t even
doing their job?

We can only assume yes. For a truck full of 100 people to breeze into the country, no
questions asked is a powerful indictment against this administration.

The scum who smuggled these people through then just abandoned the truck, leaving
the living trapped inside among the dead.

We can’t help but believe this act would have never happened if we had a president
that enforced our border laws.

Key Takeaways:

Four men have been arrested over the abandoned truck full of migrants.
Two of the men were Americans, the other two were Mexican nationals.
A total of 53 people died in a truck with over 100 migrants.

Biden taps non-binary drag queen to look after nuclear waste: MIT graduate and
'kink activist' says it will be 'enormous challenge’ to take on top level Department
of Energy role.

Sam Brinton, who uses the pronouns they/them, said in a post on LinkedlIn that they
have accepted the job of Deputy Assistant Secretary of Spent Fuel and Waste
Disposition.

The White House has not yet confirmed the appointment despite repeated requests
from DailyMail.com.

Sam is seen in some photos wearing bright red lipstick beneath their moustache

By Morgan Phillips 9Politics Reporter) - UK dailymail.com
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A non-binary drag queen who poses online with people in bondage gear and dressed
up as a nun has claimed to have been given a job in Biden's Department of Energy.

Sam Brinton, who uses the pronouns they/them, wrote on LinkedIn last month that
they have accepted the job of 'Deputy Assistant Secretary of Spent Fuel and Waste
Disposition.

'In this role I'll be doing what I always dreamed of doing, leading the effort to solve
the nation’s nuclear waste challenges.

'I’ll do all I can to bring innovative thought into this government role. I’ll even be (to
my knowledge) the first gender fluid person in federal government leadership. But
most importantly, [ am going to be responsible for finding solutions to a problem I
have dedicated my life to that has been stymied for decades.

'Yes, I know it won’t be easy. Yes, I realize this is an enormous challenge. Yes, I am
ready to take it on.

'You cannot fathom how excited I am. Nervous, but so so so excited. I truly wish [
could be celebrating with each of you in person since this is a day I have dreamed of
for more than a decade,’ Sam, an activist, said in the LinkedIn post.

The White House has not confirmed the appointment, despite repeated requests from
DailyMail.com.

Sam has previously worked for anti nuclear waste organizations and LGBTQI
organizations.
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The Biden administration has hired the first non-binary person to a federal
government leadership position, according to Sam Brinton, who will now serve as
deputy assistant secretary of spent fuel and waste disposition in the office of nuclear
energy for the Department of Energy

Brinton, who uses the pronouns they/them, said in a post on LinkedIn that they believe
they will be the 'first gender fluid person in federal government leadership.’
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Brinton stands outside Supreme Court in front of a group of protesters after
the Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission which ruled in favor
of Colorado baker Jack Phillips Monday, June 4, 2018.
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Brinton posted on LinkedIn on Wednesday that they had been given the role. The
White House has not yet confirmed it .

Deputy assistant secretaries at Cabinet agencies are typically low-level positions that
do not require Senate confirmation, but the Twitter account Libs of TikTok posted a
photo of Brinton dressed in American flag heels and a sparkly dress as they stood
over three people role-playing as dogs. The image gained attention, and anti-LGBTQ
criticism.

Brinton, who has a Master's degree from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
writes in their LinkedIn bio that they are working towards 'Solving the World's
#NuclearWaste Challenges and Protecting LGBTQ Youth from

#ConversionTherapy.'
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They currently work as a director of global political strategy at Deep Isolation, a
nuclear waste disposal company.

They have also worked for the Trevor Project, a group that works to prevent gay and
transgender suicide. While at the Trevor Project they worked on the ‘50 Bills 50
States’ campaign, which works to outlaw gay conversion therapy.

Brinton has been unapologetic about LGBTQ+ rights, and has a history of promoting
sexual fetishes and kinks related to animal role-playing.

They gave a talk on 'kink exploration’ at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 2017.
Brinton talked about their own experiences with 'pup play,” domination and how to
safely choke one's partner.

They told of one experience how they like to tie up his partner like a table and eat
dinner on him while they watch Star Trek.

Brinton is pictured in drag outside the Capitol
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Mayor Adams’ wake-up on migrant flights
Miranda Devine - New York Post

Miranda Devine appearing on Tucker Carlson to discuss secret migrant flights in
April
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Doesn’t Mayor Eric Adams read The Post?

He must have missed the past nine months of our reporting on Joe Biden's secret
midnight flights bringing illegal migrants to New York from the southern border
practically every night.

He must have missed our reports on charter buses dropping them off at city-owned
affordable housing in the Bronx and Yonkers, or at nonprofits in Queens and
Newburgh, or at a rest stop on the New Jersey Turnpike.

All of a sudden, it’s a big surprise to him when illegal migrants overwhelm city
resources? Hard to believe.

Maybe, instead of partying at Zero Bond into the wee hours, he could ask the mayoral
limo to drive him one night to White Plains Airport or Stewart International Airport
in the Hudson Valley, where he could watch migrant flights land, typically from the
Texas border town of Harlingen via El Paso and Jacksonville, Fla.

The federal government pays for these flights operated by four airlines, Aero, Avelo,
World Atlantic Airways and a new Canadian operator, Global X, which are getting
rich facilitating a border invasion on the taxpayer dime.

Ol’ Joe’s pal

But Adams doesn’t want to blame his friend, President Biden, for this unwelcome
burden on city resources, so he’s falsely claiming Texas and Arizona caused the
problem.

How dumb does he think we are?

The Biden administration continues to welcome secret migrant flights into the country,
even though it’s taking a toll on resources.Christopher Sadowski
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1t’s not Texas or Arizona sending thousands of illegal migrants to New York
unannounced. It’s Joe Biden, who flung open the southern border on his first day in
office, allowing in more than 3 million illegal migrants and counting. His
administration has been efficient only at dispersing them around the country to avoid
the bad optics of overcrowded detention centers at the border. It sets them free on an
honor system to show up at court in a year or two — or, more likely, never.

That means every state is a border state and Biden’s problem is now Adams’ problem.
At a press conference Tuesday, the mayor begged for “additional federal resources
immediately” because the city’s social safety net is struggling to cope with a “marked
increase in the number of asylum-seekers who are arriving from Latin America and
other regions” — 2,800 in recent weeks, he says. That would be about 13 planeloads
— just a couple of weeks’ worth of Biden’s flights.

The federal government pays for migrant flights operated by four airlines, Aero,
Avelo, World Atlantic Airways and Global X.Christopher Sadowski
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Mayor Eric Adams blames Texas and Arizona for New York’s influx of
migrants.Dennis A. Clark

Adams likes to call illegal migrants “asylum-seekers” to hide the fact that they are
almost entirely economic migrants who broke the law to enter the country. You can’t

blame them for wanting a better life in America, but they have to do it legally, or we
won’t have a country.

“Families are arriving on buses sent by the Texas and Arizona governments, while in
other cases, it appears that individuals are being sent by the federal government,”
said Adams. These states are sending people to New York without any communication
or coordination: fact. We 're not receiving any dollars in addition to the new
responsibility that we re going to have: fact.
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Well, it’s a fact that New York gets no dollars, nor any heads-up about the thousands
of illegals dumped on our doorstep every month. But it’s the Biden administration
that’s doing it.

Message to Dem cities

The governors of Texas and Arizona categorically deny sending migrants to New
York, although they have bused a few thousand to Washington, DC, to make a point to
the feds that the border states are under siege. DC Mayor Muriel Bowser was
whining about it over the weekend, now her city’s homeless shelters are overrun.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has no sympathy. “If these Democrat mayors are now that
concerned about having migrants in their cities, they should call on President Biden
to do his job and secure the border.”

The charter buses drop migrants off at city-owned affordable housing in New
York.Christopher Sadowski

But telling Biden to secure the border is the last thing Democratic loyalists Adams
and Bowser will do. They blame the victims while covering up for the feckless
president who caused the disaster.

The Border Patrol is so overwhelmed that illegal migrants are being released without
COVID-19 tests or adequate security checks because they have been coached by
cartel people-smugglers to destroy their identity documents to claim asylum. It’s the
same game all over the world.

Once here, they receive free housing, medical care, food, education, legal services
and other benefits. Resources are finite but the flood of “asylum-seekers’ is not. It is
the city’s homeless who miss out.


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russia-uses-old-soviet-era-missiles-to-strike-ukraine-general/ar-AAZ31t4?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/migrants-who-died-in-truck-in-texas-cleared-inland-checkpoint-u-s-official-says/ar-AAZ3qKZ?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/undercover-operation-leads-to-record-setting-fentanyl-seizure-multiple-arrests-in-lake-county/ar-AAZ3b6v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=1edb88b701524bf4a5ca30786de730d6%26fullscreen=true
https://nypost.com/2022/07/20/suddenly-two-big-city-dems-are-upset-with-the-fallout-from-bidens-border-lunacy/
https://nypost.com/2022/07/20/suddenly-two-big-city-dems-are-upset-with-the-fallout-from-bidens-border-lunacy/

So, yes, Adams should be hopping mad, as should every New Yorker. But unlike
Adams, we expect our hard-earned tax dollars to help Americans down on their luck,
not so the whole world can get a free ride.

Amid Hunter’s ongoing scandals, Biden is going soft on China
Miranda Devine (Opinion) - New York Post

Hunter Biden sat front-row seat at the White House to watch his father hand out the
Presidential Medal of Freedom to 17 honorees.AP/Susan Walsh

1t took a certain bloodless chutzpah for the president to place his scandal-ridden son
front and center at a White House function last week.

Hunter Biden, 52, popped up at Thursday’s Medal of Freedom ceremony, to glad-hand
and network from his front-row perch even as he awaits indictment by a grand jury in
Delaware over his shady foreign business dealings, most lucratively in China.

Just one day earlier, FBI Director Christopher Wray and his British MI5 counterpart
made a rare joint public appearance in London to sound the alarm over the growing
“serious security and economic threat” posed by China, which aims to steal our
intellectual property and corrupt our politics.

Also on Wednesday, US counterintelligence officials issued a bulletin to state and
local officials, warning of an escalating campaign by China to manipulate and
influence politicians to push Washington for China-friendly policies.

The threat is not exactly new. The Trump administration pursued aggressive
measures to rein in China’s growing assertiveness and espionage activities.
Yet, Joe Biden has gone soft on China since becoming president.
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Joe Biden has continued to stand by his son amid his ongoing scandals while
maintaining he was unaware of Hunter’s dealings.AP/Evan Vucci

Here are a few examples:
He diverted at least a million barrels of oil from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, according to Reuters, to Chinese state-owned gas giant Sinopec, which

Hunter had invested in through his ten percent stake in Chinese private equity firm
BHR.

He disbanded the China Initiative, a national security program set up by the Trump
administration to combat China’s economic espionage at universities and research
institutions.

He revoked Trump-era restrictions against TikTok, instead promising a “national
security review” which has led to no action for over a year. The world’s
fastest-growing social media platform, owned by Chinese company ByteDance,
reportedly has repeatedly accessed US users’ private personal data.

In another unwinding of hardline Trump policies, the Biden administration granted
the Chinese tech giant’s Huawei a license to purchase chips used in automobile
manufacturing, Reuters reported last year.

He has not pressed China on the origins of COVID-19.

He suspended tariffs on Chinese solar panels.

He reportedly is contemplating lifting further Trump tariffs against Chinese

imports, for no discernible benefit to America, with economists warning that any
effect on soaring inflation would be minimal and short-lived.
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Biden is reportedly considering lifting Trump-era tariffs against Chinese
imports. AP/Susan Walsh

1t is astonishing that such generous concessions are even being contemplated while
China has become Vladimir Putin’s top financier in the war on Ukraine, by buying
discounted Russian oil and thus allowing the Kremlin to withstand Western sanctions.

This munificence to China adds to well-founded concerns that Joe Biden is
compromised by the Chinese Communist Party, given all the evidence on Hunter’s
laptop about millions of dollars that flowed from China to his son and brother, Jim
Biden.

To be fair, Biden deserves praise for his involvement in both AUKUS, the trilateral
security pact forged last year between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the US,
and the QUAD alliance with Japan, India and Australia, the brainchild of recently
assassinated former Japanese PM Shinzo Abe to counter China’s influence in the
Indo-Pacific.

But until he comes clean about his role in his family’s influence-peddling operation in
China during his vice presidency there will always be suspicions about his motives
and questions about the risk to national security.
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Rep. James Comer accused the Biden administration of shielding documents on
“Hunter Biden and potentially President Biden.”AP/Andrew Harnik

Instead, his administration is stymying congressional attempts to investigate the
corruption.

The Treasury Department has begun to refuse requests for Suspicious Activity
Reports (SARs) connected with Hunter and Jim Biden and associates, which banks
are required to file if they have concerns about a foreign transaction.

Over 150 of these SARs were crucial to establish the money trail into Biden bank
accounts from China, Ukraine and Russia in the investigations so far by Republican
Senators Chuck Grassley and Ron Johnson.

In a letter last week to Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, Rep. James Comer, the
ranking member of the House Committee on Oversight and Reform, accused Treasury
of running “‘cover” for Hunter with a new rule requiring Democrat sign-off for
financial documents.

The sensitivity of these documents can be seen in two hitherto unpublished Suspicious
Activity Reports exclusively obtained by The Post from nonprofit research outfit
Marco Polo — one of which refers to Joe Biden by name.

The first, filed by JP Morgan Chase, reports 93 concerning wire transactions between
Feb. 3, 2014, and Aug. 2, 2019, involving Hunter, his business partners, Devon
Archer, Eric Schwerin, Hunter’s firms Owasco and Rosemont Seneca Advisors, the
corrupt energy company Burisma — which paid him $1 million a year while his father
was VP — and Bohai Harvest RST, the Chinese private equity firm in which Hunter
held a ten percent stake.

“The SAR is being filed to report wire activity involving parties linked to a Politically
Exposed Person (‘PEP’) with negative media for possible political corruption; as
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well as alleged business conflicts involving related companies and individuals, ” the
bank states in its report.

JP Morgan Chase reported 93 concerning wire transactions involving Hunter

between 2014 and 2019.AP/J. Scott Applewhite

“Research revealed [Hunter] is an American lawyer and PEP, as he is the second son
of former Vice President Joe Biden [and] worked for a US-based company which
received monthly transfers exceeding $166,000 per month from BURISMA while the
vice president was leading US policy with the Ukrainian government . . . BOHAI
HARVEST allegedly operates and works with a number of funds and the structure
brought [Hunter] in close proximity to influential Chinese government and business

figures.”

Among the transactions highlighted in the report are 16 wires totaling $119,095.31
from an account at the Bank of China and four wires from Burisma totaling
$222,566.97.

There is also an amount of 384,400.16 that Hunter sent in 10 wires to “various
counterparties” at a Wells Fargo account between Aug. 14, 2017, and Oct. 2, 2018.

The second SAR relating to Hunter from JP Morgan Chase refers to “human
trafficking” suspicions and again described the president’s son as a “Politically

Exposed Person.”

This report originated from an “external referral for transactions” in which Hunter
or his private firm Owasco sent money to recipients with ties to the “adult
entertainment industry and potential association with prostitution [or who] were
listed in prior SAR filings related to human trafficking.”

The amount was for $149,843 between Oct. 24, 2016, and May 10, 2019.
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The president’s repeated claims that he knew nothing about Hunter’s foreign business
dealings are not credible in light of mounting evidence to the contrary, including

a voicemail found on Hunter’s abandoned laptop in which he expresses relief that a
New York Times article about one of Hunter and Jim’s Chinese deals had barely
skimmed the surface.

“I think you're clear,” Joe tells Hunter.

When Fox News reporter Peter Doocy asked last week about why there was “a
voicemail of the president talking to his son about his overseas business dealings if
the president has said he’s never spoken to his son about his overseas business?”

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre refused to answer.
“I am not going to talk about alleged materials from the laptop,” she said.
The White House cannot keep ignoring the Hunter problem engulfing Joe Biden.
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