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As EU eyes stopping Russian gas imports, Israel sees an opening
AFP

JACK GUEZ

As Europe aims to wean itself off Russian fossil fuel because of the Ukraine invasion,
Israel hopes to help fill the gap with gas from its offshore reserves.

EU states remain divided on the time scale, but European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen has said the bloc hopes to phase out its dependency on Russian
gas, oil and coal by 2027.

Israel could build one or more pipelines, potentially via Greece or Turkey, or
increase the quantity of gas piped to Egypt to be liquified and shipped off; say
officials and experts.

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said after a recent visit to Athens that "the war in
Ukraine stands to change the structure of the European and Middle Eastern energy
market”.

"We are also examining additional economic cooperation, with an emphasis on the
energy market.”

The Jewish state has worked for years to create gas export routes, with mixed results
so far. Turkey, whose ties with Israel have recently thawed after over a decade of
rupture, has expressed new interest in a pipeline, and its energy minister is expected
in Israel in the coming weeks.

During the years of diplomatic alienation from Turkey, Israel signed an accord with
Greece and Cyprus in 2020 aiming to build the EastMed pipeline through those two
countries from Israel to Europe. Turkey opposed the project, and a senior US
diplomat said last week it would be too expensive and take too long to build.

Energy Minister Karine Elharrar also hailed the potential for gas sales to Europe,
telling the French Association of Defence Journalists that "we have the ability and we
will try to do as much as we can”.



- Regional alliances -

With both Greece and its regional rival Turkey vying to be the conduit for the gas,
Israel would have to tread carefully amid the regional alliances it wishes to uphold
and strengthen.

Major gas finds in the eastern Mediterranean -- nearly 1,000 billion cubic meters

(bcm) -- have in the past decade turned Israel from a natural gas importer into an

exporter. It now sells small quantities from its two major offshore fields, Leviathan
and Tamar, to Egypt and Jordan.

Israel's domestic consumption over the next three decades would leave some 600 bcm
available for export, said opposition lawmaker Yuval Steinitz, Israel's energy minister
until last year.

"In 2016 the pipeline to Turkey was examined, including with Turkey and commercial
companies,” said Orit Ganor, director of natural gas international trade at Israel's
energy ministry.

"The project didn't reach fruition mainly due to economic reasons."

Ganor said "the EastMed pipeline is still an option, and the company advancing it,
Poseidon, is in the final stages of geophysical and geotechnical surveys of the pipe's
route in our waters and those of Greece and Cyprus”.

No financing has been secured for the project, which Steinitz said would cost about
36 billion and take around four years to complete. He said there was also agreement
with Cairo on a seabed pipeline from Leviathan to Egypt's liquification plants that
would allow for greater exports to Europe.

- 'Catch-22' -

Israel's Leviathan field, which would be the source for European exports, is operated
by an Israeli-American consortium including NewMed Energy and US major
Chevron.

NewMed Energy CEO Yoszsi Abu recently stated his ambition of "bringing Israeli gas
to Europe and Asia”. Experts say Israel's current gas fields represent a third of
potential reserves, but a means to sell future finds would be needed to encourage
further exploration by private companies.

The state of Israel provides exploitation licenses and regulatory support, but does not
drill for gas or build pipelines.

"There's a 'Catch-22" here,” said Elai Rettig, a political scientist at Tel Aviv's
Bar-Ilan university.

"You need to find a customer that will agree to pay for this very, very expensive
pipeline, and they won't do it until you show them you've found enough gas to justify
it.

"And you won't find enough gas to justify it until you show that there's someone to sell
the gas to.”



Europe's efforts to diversify gas imports began before the Ukraine war when it
"experienced harsh weather and gas prices rose significantly,” said Ganor, the
energy ministry official.

Steinitz said a pipeline to Turkey would cost $1.5 billion and take two to three years
to build.

Israel "could definitely be a serious factor in creating more independence and a
wealth of energy sources for Europe,” he said.

He said Israel could even export via Greece, Turkey and Egypt at the same time
because "we have enough gas to export through the three channels”.

Rettig stressed Israel's need for "balance" between Turkey and Greece and to
"continuously talk to both sides and to reassure them that one doesn't come at the
expense of the other”.

Putin purges more than 100 FSB agents in apparent retaliation amid Ukraine
invasion quagmire

Putin treats his former colleagues as scapegoats for Ukraine war setbacks, analyst
says

Tyler O'Neil - Fox News

Russia's invasion of Ukraine appears not to be going according to plan, and
President Viadimir Putin seems intent on blaming his old colleagues at the Federal
Security Bureau (FSB) — the intelligence agency successor to the KGB — for the
quagmire.

Putin reportedly purged more than 100 agents from the FSB, and his government sent
the head of the department responsible for Ukraine to prison. About 150 FSB officers
have been dismissed, The Times of London reported Monday.

The ousted agents belonged to the Fifth Service, a division that Putin — then director
of the FSB — set up in 1998 in order to carry out operations in the countries of the
Jformer Soviet Union, aiming to keep those countries in Russia's orbit.

Russian President Viladimir Putin spoke to female flight attendants in comments
broadcast on state television on Saturday, March 5, 2022. (Reuters Video)
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Authorities placed Sergei Beseda, the former head of the Fifth Service, under house
arrest last month. He has since been moved to the FSB-run Lefortovo prison in
Moscow, The Times reported. The NKVD, the KGB's predecessor, used the prison for
interrogation and torture during Stalin's 1930s Great Purge.

This move sent a "very strong message’ to other elites in Russia, Andrei Soldatov, an
expert with the Center for European Policy Analysis (CEPA), told The Times.

"I was surprised by this,” Soldatov said.

"Putin could have very easily just fired him or sent him off to some regional job in
Siberia. Lefortovo is not a nice place and sending him there is a signal as to how
seriously Putin takes this stuff.”

In this image from video provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Olffice,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks from Kyiv, Ukraine, Friday, April §,
2022. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Olffice via AP)

Soldatov suggested that Russian authorities may suspect Beseda of having passed
information to the CIA.

Analysts previously told Fox News that Beseda's house arrest sentence seemed a form
of retaliation for intelligence errors in Ukraine.

Soldatov said the Fifth Service represents "the most sensitive department of the FSB
department, which is in charge of espionage in Ukraine. And now it looks like
Viadimir Putin finally understood that the intelligence he was given before the
invasion was not extremely accurate. And he has started looking around trying to find
someone to blame.”

While Russian troops fight to take ground in Ukraine, Moscow is also fighting an
intelligence war. The U.S. FBI announced last week that it had disrupted a Russian
military hacking scheme to set up a "botnet” on victim devices in the U.S. and
elsewhere.

Late last month, Ukrainian intelligence released a purported list of more than 600
Russian spies.
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Rep. Ritchie Torres, D-N.Y., called on the FBI to investigate the Russian Diplomatic
Compound, located in New York City, which experts previously told Fox News Digital
houses diplomats who are in the U.S. to spy on America.

A view of the Russian Diplomatic Compound at 355 West 255th Street, Inset: Russian
President Viadimir Putin (Getty Images) (Getty Images/Google Maps)

"We have been appalled and alarmed by Viadimir Putin's unprovoked war of
aggression against Ukraine. We have been appalled by his war crimes against the
Ukrainian people, and it is in that context that I have formally requested that the FBI
open an investigation into reports of espionage at the Russian diplomatic compound,”
Torres told reporters Tuesday about the white high-rise tower located at 355 West

255th Street, in the Bronx borough.

The Bronx Democrat called it "both metaphorically and literally a structure of
surveillance.”

How U.S. Intelligence Sees Russia's Behavior After Bucha
William M. Arkin - Newsweek

Ronaldo Schemidt/AFP via Getty Images
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U.S. intelligence sources call it the Bucha Effect. After Kyiv triumphantly announced

last weekend that Ukrainian forces had regained control of Bucha and other northern
towns, elation quickly turned to anguish as civilian corpses were found on the streets,
some with their hands tied behind their backs, evidently shot at close range.

The images of civilian deaths halted negotiations by the two sides, particularly as
Kyiv and the international community leveled accusations of war crimes and genocide
on the part of Russia - accusations it has denied.

Last Wednesday, Bucha Mayor Anatolii Fedoruk said that 320 people had been killed
in the town of 37,000. Foreign Minister Kuleba called the deaths "mass murders,”
claiming as well that Russian killing of civilians was premeditated.

Mykhailo Podolyak, an official in Ukrainian President Zelensky's office, said

that NATO and the United States shared some blame for the civilian deaths, saying
that the pressure not to provoke Russia had hamstrung Ukraine.

"Russia has been shelling and bombing residential neighborhoods and shooting
civilians en masse for more than a month now,” he said.

The result of the world holding back on support, Podolyak said, was the
"anti-humanity of Bucha and other towns.”

"Hundreds, thousands murdered, torn apart, raped, tied up, raped and murdered
again. Hundreds of thousands of peaceful citizens of Ukraine. Killed with particular
brutality,” he said.

"It is ugly,” a senior official with the Defense Intelligence Agency tells Newsweek.
"But we forget that two peer competitors fought over Bucha for 36 days, and that the
town was occupied, that Russian convoys and positions inside the town were attacked
by the Ukrainians and vice versa, that ground combat was intense, that the town itself
was literally fought over.”

The official, who has been conducting intelligence analysis of the Ukraine war and
requested anonymity to discuss classified matters and share personal views, says the
Bucha effect led to frozen negotiations and a skewed view of the war.

"I am not for a second excusing Russia's war crimes, nor forgetting that Russia
invaded the country,” says the DIA official.

"But the number of actual deaths is hardly genocide. If Russia had that objective or
was intentionally killing civilians, we'd see a lot more than less than .01 percent in
places like Bucha.”

Behind the political rhetoric leveled by Ukrainian and western officials, British
military intelligence seems to agree with the DIA official.

"Russia's departure from northern Ukraine leaves evidence of the disproportionate
targeting of non-combatants including the presence of mass graves, the fatal use of
hostages as human shields, and mining of civilian infrastructure,” it said in a tepid
statement on Saturday.


https://www.newsweek.com/topic/nato

"Disproportionate targeting” is an international law standard that balances military
objectives with the obligation to cause the least amount of damage to achieve those
objectives, referring exclusively to what happens inside a war—even an illegal war.

"Have the Russians been indiscriminate? Absolutely. But it shouldn't too surprising.
It's part and parcel of the Russian way of war, lining up their artillery guns and
letting loose,” the DIA official says.

"But here in particular, in Bucha and the other towns around it—Irpin and
Hostomel—there was intense ground fighting that involved almost 20 battalion
tactical groups.”

Intensifying the anger, Russian shelling of Ukrainian forces in the southern village of
Kramatorsk hit a railway station Friday, killing some 40 civilians, according to Kyiv.
"This is an evil that has no borders,” Zelensky said, referring to the attack.

"Russian non-humans do not abandon their methods. Without the strength and
courage to oppose us on the battlefield, they are cynically destroying the civilian
population.” Kramatorsk was presented as another Bucha, and again provoked
international outrage.

But British intelligence was also more circumspect regarding Kramatorsk. On Friday,
it released its daily take on the war, saying that "Russia continues to hit Ukrainian
non-combatants, such as those killed in yesterday's rocket strike on Kramatorsk
railway station in eastern Ukraine.” It used the word "hit” rather than "targeted,”
suggesting that the attacks may not have been intentional.

Now that Russian forces have completed their withdrawal from northern Ukraine,
their focus has wholly shifted to the southeastern quadrant, around Kramatorsk.

There a combination of air, missile and artillery strikes pound Ukrainian defenders.
Despite the tragic levels of civilian casualties and damage in besieged Mariupol and
Kharkiv, the Russians have still not been able to capture any of the cities that have
been fought over for weeks.

In Donbas, Ukrainian and Russian forces continue to fight over control of the town of
Lysychansk, Popasna, Rubizne, and Severodensk.

Ukrainian defenders have also managed to push Russian forces away from Mykolaiv
(outside Donbas and further west) and they have made some progress in their move
south to recapture Kherson, the first major town that Russian occupied in February.

Ukrainian forces are also advancing towards Volnovakha in the south with the
possibility of breaking through to relieve besieged Mariupol, the true site of civilian
catastrophe, where as many as 5,000 residents have died.

Russia Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Monday that Russia will not pause its
military operation in Ukraine before the next round of peace talks resumes, or while
they are going on.

There are some areas in the south where the Russian army is advancing. After taking
control of Izium, Russian troops moved further to threaten Slovyansk and Kramatorsk,



the town where the tragic railway station attack occurred on Friday. This is the area
of greatest concentration of Russian forces in the past week, according to Ukrainian
experts.

Last Tuesday, Russian troops also took control of the village of Brazhkivka,
advancing towards Barvinkove in this area. Other towns and villages in Donbas and
the south being fought over include Avdiivka, Chuhuiv, Derhachi, Kreminna, Lozova,
Marinka, Vuhledar and Zolote. Intense artillery and air strikes continue along these
front lines.

In the formerly occupied areas in the north, Ukrainian officials have started to report
of overall civilian deaths and injuries as a result of the Russian occupation. On
Sunday, Prosecutor General of Ukraine Iryna Venedyktova said that 1,222 residents
had died in the Kyiv region. That includes the town of Bucha.

More than 700 civilians were killed in Chernihiv, the region northeast of the city,
officials also say. The mayor of Chernihiv city Vladislav Atroshenko said last week
that 70 percent of the city's buildings had been damaged or destroyed in the month of
war. The city had a pre-war population of just over 300,000 people.

On Monday, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
said it had recorded 1,793 deaths and 2,439 injuries to civilians in all of Ukraine
since the war began on February 24. U.S. intelligence believes that the true number is
some five times greater, as previously reported by Newsweek.

"It's bad,” the DIA official says. "And I don't want to say it's not too bad. But I can't
help but stress that beyond the clamor, we are not seeing the war clearly. Where there
has been intense ground fighting and a standoff between Ukrainian and Russian
forces, the destruction is almost total. But in terms of actual damage in Kyiv or other
cities outside the battle zone, and with regard to the number of civilian casualties
overall, the evidence contradicts the dominant narrative.”

Asked if Bucha and Kramatorsk are war crimes, the official says that that's an issue
for the courts to decide. "A huge part of all of the vocal outbreak over war crimes is
as much to motivate the Ukrainian people to outrage and sacrifice, as well as to prod
a flagging public in the U.S. to continue to care.

"I'm not arguing that there aren't war crimes, but just because there are terrible
images, it doesn't mean that there are ... in every case.”

The official says that it is dangerous to attribute one or even several graves and
scenes of civilian disaster to Russian barbarism rather than just being realistic about
the depredations of war. The official also worries that attributing the destructiveness
only to Russian conduct, rather than to war itself, creates future dangers.

"If we blame all the damage on Putin, as if he commanded it and that it is due solely
to Russian war crimes, we are going to walk away from Ukraine with some illusion in
our heads that modern warfare can be fought more cleanly, that the Ukraine war is
an anomaly solely created by Russia's behavior. This war is just demonstrating how
destructive any war on this scale would be.”
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"Everyone is now talking about modernization of the NATO armies and spending
more on preparing for conventional war in the future,” the official added.

The official says that the Ukraine war should be a warning of how important it is to
stop war from starting in the first place, and how much more important it is to have
the right defense: strong territorial forces with abundant anti-tank weapons and
robust air defenses.

"Russia is a paper tiger, a mean and angry tiger, one who will claw us to death if
we're not vigilant. But it's time, though, to rethink what the defense of Europe should
look like rather than to just pile on more arms in the future, as if nothing has
changed.”

While the information war behind the ground war is stalled on the subject of
atrocities, U.S. military and intelligence experts say that neither side has much
prospect of defeating the other in the short term. And as a result of that deadlock,
Ukraine is again calling for negotiations.

On Sunday, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba told NBC News that if
negotiations with Russia help prevent at least one more bloodshed, the opportunity
should be seized.

"It is extremely difficult to even think about sitting down at the negotiating table with
people who commit or seek justification for all these atrocities and war crimes that
have caused such monstrous damage to Ukraine,” he said.

"But I understand one thing ... I must seize this opportunity whatever I feel. If I have
the opportunity to save a human life, a village, a city from destruction I will take this
opportunity.’

President Zelensky also spoke of negotiations on Sunday, telling 60 Minutes of a
possible meeting with Russian President Viadimir Putin, taking a shot at NATO and
the international community for a "bureaucratic’ approach to diplomacy.

"That's why the way I am talking to them [the Russians] is absolutely justified,”

Zelensky said. “I don't have any more lives to give. I don't have any more emotions.
I'm no longer interested in their diplomacy that leads to the destruction of my
country.”

Zelensky says that he envisions that the two countries would "fight and bargain for a
long time" over the occupied territories, in essence admitting that a cessation of
hostilities could come before Russia withdraws.

"Maybe it's heartless to urge that we look at Ukraine with precision, without human
emotion,” says the DIA official.

"But for those who think tens of thousands have died and Russia is intentionally
killing civilians and pursuing genocide, I say that's even more of an argument to find
a diplomatic solution to cease fighting. But nothing is going to happen in the coming
days or weeks to change the reality on the battlefield. That's why stopping the fighting
should be our highest priority.”
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Pro-Putin fugitive politician captured in special operation, Ukraine says

Viktor Medvedchuk was among those considered by Russia to replace Zelenskyy if
they had been able to remove the Ukrainian president from power

Brie Stimson - Fox news

A pro-Putin Ukrainian fugitive who escaped while being held in home confinement in
Kyiv on allegations of treason was recaptured by Ukraine’s SBU security
service, Ukrainian officials said Tuesday.

Viktor Medvedchuk, an oligarch and the former leader of a Ukrainian pro-Russian
party, disappeared from his house arrest after Russia invaded Ukraine at the end of
February.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy proposed in his nightly address on
Tuesday that Medvedchuk could be traded for Ukrainian "boys and girls who are now
in Russian captivity," according to BBC News.

In a separate statement, Ukraine's security service said, "You can be a pro-Russian
politician and work for the aggressor state for years. You may have been hiding from
Justice lately. You can even wear a Ukrainian military uniform for camouflage. But
will it help you escape punishment? Not at all! Shackles are waiting for you and same
goes for traitors to Ukraine like you.”
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In this image provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, oligarch Viktor
Medvedchuk, who is both the former leader of a pro-Russian opposition party and a
close associate of Russian leader Viadimir Putin, sits handcuffed after being detained
in a special operation carried out by the country's SBU security service, Tuesday,
April 12, 2022, in Ukraine. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Olffice via AP)

Zelenskyy on Tuesday posted a photo of Medvedchuk in handcuffs wearing a
Ukrainian military uniform.

Fugitive oligarch and Russian President Vladimir Putin's close friend Viktor
Medvedchuk is seen handcuffed after a special operation was carried out by Security
Service of Ukraine in Ukraine on April 12, 2022. (Photo by Security Service of
Ukraine/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images)

Russian President Viladimir Putin is the godfather to Medvedchuk’s youngest
daughter. Medvedchuk was among those considered by Russia to replace Zelenskyy if

they had been able to remove the Ukrainian president from power, according to Fox
News journalist Jennifer Griffin.
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In this image from video provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Olffice,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks from Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, April
12, 2022. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Olffice via AP)

Medvedchuk has denied the charges against him and called them "political
repression.” He was arrested last year after being tolerated in Ukraine for years

because he was considered to be important for relations with Moscow, according
to BBC.

Investigators: Drone that crashed in Croatia carried a bomb
DARKO BANDIC (Associated Press) - AP

Associated Press

ZAGRERB, Croatia (AP) — A military drone that apparently flew all the way from the
Ukrainian war zone over three European NATO member states before crashing in the
Croatian capital was armed with an explosive device, Croatian crash investigators
said Wednesday.

The 6-ton Soviet-era aircraft apparently drifted uncontrolled out of Ukraine, crossed
into Romania and Hungary before entering Croatia, slamming into a field near a
student dormitory early morning on March 10 in Zagreb. About 40 parked cars were
damaged in the large explosion, but no one was injured.
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Members of the Croatian investigative team told reporters Wednesday that fragments
of the drone found at the crash site showed that the device carried an "improvised
aircraft bomb” that was filled with unknown type of explosives.

Associated Press An investigator looks at displayed fragments of a bomb in Zagreb,
Croatia, Wednesday, April 13, 2022. A military drone that apparently flew all the way
from the Ukrainian war zone over three European NATO-member states before
crashing in an urban zone of the Croatian capital was armed with an explosive device,
Croatia's crash investigators said Wednesday. (AP Photo)

“It was unequivocally established that these were fragments of the OFAB 100-120 air
bomb,” said Maj. Mile Tomic. “Both the bomb and its trigger were made in the

former USSR.”

The investigators said that they have not yet conclusively determined which side in the
war in Ukraine launched the TU-141 drone that was originally used in surveillance
missions. But they indicated that the Ukrainians are more like to be behind the launch
as “‘fresh” paint traces of their blue and yellow flag were found on the pieces of the
wreckage that also included a red star, the Russian air force marking.



Associated Press Fragments of an explosive device are displayed in Zagreb, Croatia,
Wednesday, April 13, 2022. A military drone that apparently flew all the way from the
Ukrainian war zone over three European NATO-member states before crashing in an
urban zone of the Croatian capital was armed with an explosive device, Croatia's
crash investigators said Wednesday. (AP Photo)

Both Russia and Ukraine have denied launching it.

NATO officials have refused to comment on the incident until an investigation is
completed, but the alliance had increased its surveillance flights over countries near
the war zone and a pair of US Air Force F-16s were deployed from Aviano Air Base,
Italy, to Croatia on March 16, taking part in exercises and bolstering NATO's
southeastern flank.

Croatian officials had criticized NATO for what they called a slow reaction to a very
serious incident and called into question the readiness of the military alliance’s
member states to respond to a possible attack.

NATO said the alliance’s integrated air and missile defense had tracked the object’s
[light path. But Croatian officials said the country’s authorities weren’t informed and
that NATO reacted only after questions were posed by journalists.



Associated Press Fragments of an explosive device are displayed in Zagreb, Croatia,
Wednesday, April 13, 2022. A military drone that apparently flew all the way from the
Ukrainian war zone over three European NATO-member states before crashing in an
urban zone of the Croatian capital was armed with an explosive device, Croatia's
crash investigators said Wednesday. (AP Photo)

Associated Press Fragments of an explosive device are displayed in Zagreb, Croatia,
Wednesday, April 13, 2022. A military drone that apparently flew all the way from the
Ukrainian war zone over three European NATO-member states before crashing in an
urban zone of the Croatian capital was armed with an explosive device, Croatia's
crash investigators said Wednesday. (AP Photo)

Guns, bomb shelters and anti-radiation meds: More people in Finland are
preparing for war with Russia
Tami Abdollah - USA TODAY



Sandy Hooper, USA TODAY

VANTAA, Finland — Antti Kettunen pulls out his Glock 17, aiming and shooting at a
target on either side of a barrier, before sprinting over to a jagged wall with holes in
it and firing again.

Finland is preparing for a possible attack from Russia after seeing invasion of
Ukraine.

In Finland, there is growing anxiety about the possibility of a Russian invasion as the
countries share an 840-mile land border. The Vantaa Reserves Association has seen a
dramatic increase in membership as Finns seek to sharpen their military skills or
learn first aid.

1t’s another Tuesday night of training for the Vantaa Reserves Association, the local
chapter of the Finnish Reservists’ Association. But since Russia invaded Ukraine,
these nights at a local range have felt different.

There’s an extra energy in the air, perhaps best shown by anxious chatter over the
group’s social media channels or their increased numbers. More than a quarter of its
1,354 members have joined in the past several weeks.

In the weeks since war broke out in Europe, thousands of Finns have signed up with
training associations to sharpen their military skills or learn new ones like first aid.

The dramatic rise has been fueled by anxiety over Finland’s geographic proximity
to Russia. For the first time in Finland's history, a majority of Finns are in favor of
joining the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, a defensive alliance.

“Our president says we are not scared, but we are aware,” said Kettunen, dressed in
combat boots, a camouflage vest and shirt, and olive green pants.

“That’s quite nice to say, but where else do they (the Russians) go if the plan is to
make The Great Russia, from Lisbon to the Japanese sea?”
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Finland remains one of the few European nations with mandatory military service,
primarily due to its lengthy 830-mile shared border and memories of battles with
Russia during the last century.

That history has also shaped its politics, which focused on neutrality during the Cold
War and walking a middle ground between the West and Russia ever since as key to
maintaining its independence.

For years, joining NATO, which was created to limit Soviet expansion, seemed like a
distant possibility for many Finns. Now, it is an urgent option for many, with some
Finns noting that Ukraine’s efforts to join the alliance were rebuffed before it was
invaded.

In recent weeks, Finnish officials have engaged in a whirlwind of meetings with
European officials and officials say the country’s politicians could begin the process
of joining NATO by summer. That'’s despite threats from Moscow about the possible
consequences for the nation of 5.5 million should it take that route.

“We never let our guard down after the Cold War ended, as many European
Countries did,” said Janne Kuusela, director general at Finnish Ministry of Defense.
“In that sense, we’re well placed to defend ourselves if need be in the future.”

Kuusela said there is no direct threat to Finland from Russia, but there are concerns
among Finns about a prolonged period of instability in Europe. The two countries
previously enjoyed lots of cross-border travel and trade, but that has been cut off for
weeks because of sanctions enacted against Russia, he said.

“There's quite poor visibility for what lies ahead, there’s lots of uncertainty and it
may be that there will be a longer period of poor relations between Russia and the
West,” Kuusela said.

Although 900,000 Finns nationwide have gone through military training, the
country’s wartime reserve capacity has seen 280,000 of them trained up to mobilize.
Many more Finns have decided they want to be ready to join the fight.

The 45,000-member national reservist association gained more than 6,300 new
members in recent months, nearly twice the number of people who joined its ranks
between 2015 through 2021.

Meanwhile, the National Defense Training Association of Finland, which is
supervised by the Ministry of Defense and works closely with the military, has seen up
to an eight-fold increase in the number of training course enrollees, with more classes
oversubscribed than ever before.

“Many people say they are alarmed by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, they want to
keep their military capabilities up to date, they want to learn new things, they want
maybe to make up for mandatory service they didn’t take very seriously at the time,’
said Ossi Hietala, training officer for the National Defense Training Association of
Finland.

“They want to make sure they are prepared for the worst.”

’



That’s what Kettunen and his buddy Vesa Kortelainen, 44, who led drills with a
half-dozen members at the recent practice, have heard from people joining the group.
Both served in the same platoon in Kosovo decades ago.

“The consensus is it’s not looking good for Europe at the moment,” Kortelainen said,
noting that while unlikely, the risk of the war spreading is higher than it was at any
other time in his lifetime. “For Finns, it’s more probable to go to war than it has been
in my lifetime.”

Russia’s invasion has unified and strengthened the country, taking away the internal
focus from petty partisan arguments, Kortelainen said. “Now even the dreamers see
that anything is possible,” he added.

Kortelainen said he’s been saying Finland should join NATO since the 1990s after the
Soviet Union collapsed, but the country has been ambivalent because of its close
cultural ties to Russia. Culturally, it’s East facing, but economically and through its
values, it faces West.

He said Finns have been too gullible about neutrality, wanting to “be friends with
Russia.” But after their actions in Ukraine, he wonders if this is even possible.

“In my opinion, the best time to apply for membership is now, and the second-best
option is today,” Kortelainen said.

For many Finns, memories of the Winter War in 1939 evoke a kind of post-traumatic
stress and a sense of deja vu.

At the time, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin used concerns over a possible attack by Nazi
Germany to demand, among other things, that Finland move a portion of its border
with the Soviet Union back 16 miles. After failed negotiations, the Red Army invaded
with 450,000 troops.

The United Nations predecessor, the League of Nations, expelled the Soviet Union for
what it deemed an illegal attack.

“It was like Ukraine in February, everybody cheering for Finland, but we were left
quite alone, we had to fight insane odds” against Russia without military support,
Kortelainen said.

Despite impressive resistance, the Finns were no match for the Red Army’s sheer
numbers and superior military strength. After roughly three months, Finland agreed
to peace terms, ceding 11% of its territory to the Soviet Union, but managing to
maintain its independence.

More recently, if the Finns thought their efforts to stay neutral were any type of
protection from Russia, Russia’s war against Ukraine showed them otherwise.

Today, roughly 60% of Finns support joining NATO, up from pre-war numbers that
saw 20% of Finns supporting membership and the vast majority undecided about the
matter. Finnish parents who once worried about their children being forced to fight in
a war have seen that Russia’s actions cannot necessarily be influenced by what their
country does or does not do.



“Russia has shown when they went to Ukraine that they never changed,” said Minna
Nenonen, executive director of The Finnish Reservists’ Association.

“They are always Russia and they are always behaving the same way. So now all
Finns know it’s very possible that at some point they could come here also.”

Timo Virtanen, 35, co-founder of a Finnish IT software company, is one of six Finns
who put forward a referendum to bring the question of whether Finland should join
NATO to a public vote. All six found each other on a small gaming forum before
Russia invaded Ukraine.

Never hugely political, Virtanen felt like this was a moment to act. Finns have felt an
acute sense of anxiety since Russia invaded Ukraine, with Potassium pills to
counteract thyroid damage against radiation difficult to find in the country and efforts
underway to ensure bomb shelters are in good working order.

Most tangible, perhaps, was watching NATO nations move their soldiers to strategic
positions to protect one another while Ukraine was on its own against Russia.
“Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has made some moves possible that just weren'’t a year
back, or a couple of months back,” Virtanen said.

“Now it seems that we are getting on a more honest level, that well, you (Russia) are
not to be trusted. So we better do what's best for us.”

For years, Finnish officials have said joining NATO would require clear support from
Finnish citizens. But, Virtanen said, they have never worked to increase such support,
often referencing the “NATO option” as a way to acknowledge but never truly act on

the issue.

A similar effort to submit a pro-NATO initiative to Parliament was put forth several
vears earlier, but at the time Virtanen didn’t even hear about it. It failed to get enough
signatures to qualify. This time around, the effort, which went live three days before
the invasion, gained the 50,000 required signatures in a week and then some — more
than 76,007 people signed in support. It was sent to Parliament on March 8.

Virtanen said some of the people who signed expressed a sense of relief to him and
that “perhaps by signing this thing and giving support to this initiative, at least I've
done something to make Finland more secure.”

Parliament isn’t obliged to act on the referendum and conduct a public vote, but its
submission is history-making nonetheless. Virtanen said Finland would be an asset to
NATO, given its strategic location and overall readiness as a nation.

“I can’t see that much harm in joining, especially since I presume that one can
always resign. So why not give it a try,” Virtanen said.
“I’d be surprised if it’s not something we’ll try in the next couple of years.”

Finns Start Path Toward NATO as Sweden Seen Inching Closer
Leo Laikola, Kati Pohjanpalo & Jonas Ekblom - Bloomberg



Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- Finland started a process expected to lead Russia’s Nordic neighbor
into NATO in response to the attack on Ukraine, while Swedish media reported its
ruling party now plans to follow such a move.

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin said Wednesday a bid to join the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization could be decided ““in coming weeks” after the release of a report
that cited better security guarantees via alliance’s mutual defense clause.

Her Swedish counterpart Magdalena Andersson said Sweden is still analyzing its
options, declining to confirm reports about her party changing its stance.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February pushed a potential NATO entry to the top of
the agenda in both nations, which have long shunned membership even as they have
clearly tightened cooperation with the bloc over the past years.

Russia has repeatedly warned both with potential consequences, with President
Viadimir Putin seeking guarantees against widening the bloc before the invasion of
Ukraine.

“Finland is well prepared for various security threats,” Foreign Minister Pekka
Haavisto said at a news conference in Helsinki.

NATO membership has become the preferred option for Finland, which has fought
two wars with the Soviet Union and preserved independence it had gained from
Czarist Russia during World War 1.

The nation of 5.5 million, which in the past staked its security on fostering a trade
relationship with Russia, concluded no such ties would now guarantee its safety.

While opinion polls in neighboring Sweden reflect a similar change, its ruling Social
Democrats have so far publicly opposed such a move.

While other Nordic nations belong to NATO, Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine
has also prompted them to re-assess long-term security set-ups. Denmark will head to



polling stations on June 1 for a referendum on joining the European Union’s defense
pact, where the country currently has an opt-out.

Recent polls suggest that support is slowly dwindling with roughly 40% support
behind joining the pact and as much as 25% of voters undecided.

Could Finland, Sweden join NATO this summer?

Finland -- which has the European Union’s longest border with Russia -- is currently
not experiencing an immediate military threat, but is preparing for the possible use of
military force against it, the white paper said. While the document expectedly made
no formal proposal to join NATO, it will provide the basis for discussions in
parliament starting next week.

A potential entry application could be filed before the 30-member bloc is set to meet
for a summit in Madrid June 29-30.

Defense Minister Antti Kaikkonen called for thinking about security for a much longer
term -- 30 or 50 years from now -- saying the Nordic nation needs to figure out “how
we best ensure that war never comes to Finnish borders again.”

The radical security rethink by Finland would be key to a potential similar step by
Sweden, which shares no border with Russia but has been spooked by reports Russia

could invade its Baltic Sea island Gotland in any operation directed against the Baltic
NATO members.

Speaking at a joint press conference Wednesday with Marin, Premier Andersson
reiterated her government is due to present a report in late May on its options
following Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

She also said any future stance will include a continued close security alignment with
Finland.

“We will continue our close coordination and cooperation, and we have to discuss
different options, and no option is without risk,” Andersson said.

“We want to analyze the situation to see what is best for Sweden’s security.”

Newspaper Svenska Dagbladet reported earlier on Wednesday Andersson’s Social
Democrats have reversed its opposition to NATO membership, seeking to apply to
join the bloc by June, citing party sources it didn’t identify.

(Updates with details, Danish referendum from 7th paragraph)

Grieving Russians can't believe talk of war crimes
BBC
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BBC In Stavropol cemetery, there is a new line of graves.

The fresh mounds of earth are covered in a sea of flowers. Decorating the graves,
fluttering in the breeze, are military banners with emblems of elite Russian units.
Fixed to wooden crosses are the portraits of soldiers, their names and the dates they

died.

The servicemen buried here lost their lives after 24 February: the start of President
Putin's "special military operation” in Ukraine.

At the cemetery I meet Dmitry. He lays red carnations at the grave of his former
paratrooper comrade, an officer called Sergei Tysyachny.

"He was like a second father to me and the lads,” Dmitry tells me.

"We love him, we respect him and we mourn for him.”

Such praise for a Russian soldier jars with events on the ground in Ukraine. The
Kremlin may insist that its military offensive there is necessary and justified. But the
UN Secretary-General calls it "a full-fledged invasion... in violation of the UN
charter”.

There is also international outrage at reports of apparent Russian military atrocities
and alleged war crimes.

"I don't believe these fakes,” Dmitry says about war crime allegations leveled against
some Russian soldiers. "I will never believe them.

"I know how my commander, Sergei, taught us to act. I trust my comrades and my
army. They would never do things like this.”



BBC Dmitry, left, says his commander Sergei, right, was like a father.

"But investigations are underway,” I continue. "What if you were shown cast-iron
evidence that crimes happened? Would you believe it then?”
"I'm sure there will be no evidence,” he replies. "I'm certain.”

This certainty that Russia is right (and the West wrong) is rooted in years of similar
messaging here by the state media.

Zelenskiy says Russian 'war crimes'in Ukraine make negotiations harder

The Kremlin uses its control of television to convince Russians they are living in a
besieged fortress, surrounded by enemies - NATO, America, Britain, the EU, to name
a few - who are plotting from morning till night to sow chaos in their country.

President Putin's media monopoly has also helped him to persuade many here that

Russians in Ukraine are battling "Nazis", "neo-Nazis”, "ultra-nationalists”’ and
"liberating Ukraine from fascism” - creating a parallel reality around events there.

Since all independent Russian news sources have either been blocked or shut
down, accessing alternative views in Russia has become increasingly difficult.

Sergei Tysyachny's widow, Lada, agrees to meet me in the centre of Stavropol.
"I didn't want to believe it. I still can't completely believe it,”” Lada says of the

moment she was told her husband had been killed.

She, too, refuses to believe that Russian soldiers have committed atrocities.
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BBC "They'll accuse Russia of anything,” Lada says

"I know that the whole world is against us now,” Lada says.
"They'll accuse Russia of anything."

And it turns out that Russia will accuse the West - and Western journalists - of
anything. At the end of the day in Stavropol, we find ourselves making the news, not

just covering it.

A popular local website has published an article about the BBC's visit, along with a
photograph of my cameraman and I interviewing Lada on a park bench.

Here's an extract: "It's easy to guess how the recently widowed resident of Stavropol
must have felt talking to journalists from a country that is an accessory to the death of
her husband.”

This attempt to link Britain to the deaths of Russian soldiers in Ukraine shows how
Western journalists in Russia are viewed, increasingly, as the enemy.

And how the authorities here are searching for scapegoats for the horrors unfolding

in Ukraine.

Pentagon to meet largest US arms makers over Ukraine: Reports
Al Jazeera



Al Jazeera

The Pentagon is set to host a meeting with eight of the largest defence contractors in
the United States, as Washington aims to up military assistance to Ukraine in
preparation for a protracted conflict against Russia, according to multiple reports.

The reported meeting on Wednesday comes as Russian troops are regrouping after
Moscow said it was withdrawing its forces from near Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, and
shifting its focus to the country’s east.

“We will discuss industry proposals to accelerate production of existing systems and
develop new, modernized capabilities critical to the department’s ongoing security
assistance to Ukraine and long-term readiness of US and ally/partner forces,” a
defence official told the Financial Times.

Among the companies invited are Raytheon and Lockheed Martin, who together
produce the lightweight Javelin anti-tank missile system. Raytheon also makes the
portable anti-aircraft Stinger missile system. Pentagon officials say both systems have
proven particularly effective for Ukrainian forces in the wake of Russia’s invasion on
February 24.

Meanwhile, Reuters news agency reported that the administration of President Joe
Biden could announce an additional 8750m in military assistance to Ukraine as soon
as Wednesday.

The White House said last week it has provided, to date, more than $1.7bn in security
assistance to Ukraine since the invasion, including some 5,000 Javelins and more
than 1,400 Stingers.

The newest assistance equipment would be funded using the Presidential Draw down
Authority, or PDA, in which the president can authorize the transfer of articles and
services from US stocks without Congressional approval in response to an emergency,
the news agency reported, citing two US officials familiar with the matter.



Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has continually appealed for more military
support from allies across the world, often appearing in front of legislatures by video

link.

Russian President Viadimir Putin, meanwhile, indicated on Tuesday that there was no
end to the war in sight, saying during a televised news conference that Russia would
triumph in all of its “noble” war aims.

After the stalled advance on Kyiv, Putin has said Russia is re-focusing its military
action on the contested eastern region of Donbas, which it has pledged to “liberate”.
Zelenskyy has warned that the fall of Donbas could lead to a renewed offensive on
Kyiv.

Russian troops have been accused of committing war crimes several times since the
invasion began on February 24. Hundreds of civilian bodies, many apparently
executed, have been discovered amid Russia’s withdrawal from the more western
reaches of the country.

Last week, 57 people were killed in what Ukrainian officials said was a Russian
missile attack on a train station crowded with fleeing civilians in the eastern city of
Kramatorsk. Russia denies the allegations.

US and European officials, meanwhile, are looking into reports that chemical
weapons were used by Russia in the port city of Mariupol.

On Tuesday, Biden accused Russia of committing “genocide” in Ukraine, where the
UN says fighting has killed at least 1,800 civilians and forced more than 4.6 million
Ukrainians to flee the country.

A Chinese telecom giant has suspended Russian operations and furloughed
employees as sanctions bite: reports
Weilun Soon (wsoon@insider.com) - Business Insider

Business Insider Two Russian-language news outlets have reported that Huawei, a
major Chinese telecoms equipment maker, has scaled back business operations in
Russia to avoid getting hit by US sanctions. VCG/VCG via Getty Images



Chinese telecom giant Huawei scaled back operations in Russia to avoid US
sanctions, Russian media reports.

Huawei is responsible for building much of Russia's 4G and 5G networks. Russia
remains a crucial market for Huawei and Beijing has yet to denounce the Russian
invasion.

A major Chinese telecommunications equipment maker is scaling back its operations
in Russia to avoid getting hit by US sanctions related to the ongoing war in Ukraine,
two Russian-language news outlets reported.

Huawei builds mobile network infrastructure and manufactures consumer devices
such as smartphones, laptops, and fitness trackers. Its corporate website for Russia
shows that it has one office in Moscow.

Since the end of March, Huawei has stopped taking on new contracts to supply
network equipment to Russian operators, according to an April 1 article from Russian
news outlet [zvestia, quoting anonymous sources from Huawei's business partners.

Huawei then asked Russian employees to go on mandatory leave for the month of
April, while Chinese employees could continue working from its offices in Russia,
Forbes Russia reported on Saturday, citing unnamed sources from companies that
work with Huawei.

In addition, the Chinese maker also let go of some marketing employees, said the
article. "There are no orders, so why should people go to the office?" a source told
Forbes.

But these plans to scale back operations may only be temporary, as Huawei wants to
see how it can remain in the Russian market while avoiding US sanctions, the two
outlets noted.

Huawei 'more united’ in face of U.S. pressure, says repatriated CFO
Huawei declined to comment when contacted by Insider.

The US and European Union have imposed sweeping sanctions on Russia since the
start of its invasion of Ukraine, leading many international companies with a
presence in Russia to pull out.

Among Huawei's competitors in Russia, Swedish maker Ericsson said on Monday that
it would suspend its Russian business indefinitely, while Finnish competitor
Nokia said on Tuesday that it would be exiting the market.

Meanwhile, Beijing has avoided outwardly denouncing Russia's actions. Instead,

it criticized western countries for fueling the conflict and condemned the sanctions. As
a result, Chinese companies are staying put in Russia, with some even sensing new
opportunities as Western firms quit en masse.

In response, a US Commerce Department spokesperson threatened Chinese
companies with a "complete ban” on both trade and financing if they're found to have
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bypassed the sanctions on Russia, according to a March 29 transcript released by the
US State Department.

Huawei has been the target of several US sanctions since 2019 when the Trump
administration deemed the Chinese firm a risk to national security. The restrictions
blocked Huawei from accessing US tech components and services, and Huawei's
global smartphone shipments fell by more than 40% during the year-end holiday
season in 2020.

As a result, Russia has become an essential market for Huawei. It won contracts to
build 4G and 5G networks in Russia. Currently, Huawei and another Chinese
company ZTE account for about 40% to 60% of Russia's market for wireless network
equipment, according to the Financial Times.

Experts quoted by Forbes Russia and Izvestia said the US Treasury Department's
decision last week to lift restrictions on the supply of US telecommunications
equipment to Russian entities could offer Huawei a lifeline.

In the meantime, Huawei could be exploring other ways to continue operating in
Russia while cutting down its exposure to American sanctions.

"It's likely that Huawei is revising its product line to supply Russia with those
products that do not use American technology,” a Russia-based IT systems expert told
Forbes.

Russian oil sales have gone up — not down — after massive sanctions from the
West
Ben Winck - Business Insider

A Russian-flagged oil tanker is seen in Tripoli Naval Base after coast guard of the
central region guards captured it, September 16, 2015. Reuters/Hani Amara

Despite massive sanctions from the West, Russia is making more money from its oil
and gas trade. Russia is expected to make more than $320 billion from energy sales in
2022, up more than a third from 2021.
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Sales have been bolstered by new demand from India, lasting trade with China, and
soaring prices.

The US, UK, and European Union all slapped Russia's energy sector with historic
sanctions in hopes of curbing the country's invasion of Ukraine. Despite those moves,
Russia is selling more oil and gas today than it did before the war began.

The Russian government expects to rake in roughly $89.6 billion from energy sales in
April, according to estimates from the country's finance ministry. The sum beat
Russia's initial projections largely due to soaring prices for crude oil and natural gas.
Russia is now projected to earn about $321 billion from energy exports in

2022, Bloomberg reported, up more than a third from 2021.

The projections fly in the face of massive sanctions imposed last month by the West.
The US government placed a full embargo on Russian energy commodities, while the
UK announced plans to gradually scale back its importing of Russian oil. The

EU blocked imports of Russian coal while it continues to mull a ban on the country's
crude.

The measures, announced within a short span of each other, aimed to cut off Russia's
access to energy-export revenues and cripple its economy enough to end the war.

Yet Russia still has enough buyers to keep the energy sector afloat and its trade
income strong. India has bought at least 13 million barrels of Russian oil since the

invasion began, Reuters reported. That compares to the 16 million barrels it bought
throughout all of 2021.

China also remains a buyer. While China's state-owned refiners have hit pause on
approving new orders of Russian oil, they continue to respect contracts made before
the invasion.

Even the EU is still making hefty payments to Russia for its oil and gas. The bloc
relies on Russian exports for 40% of its natural gas and 27% of its crude oil. The EU
is exploring plans to sever ties to Russia's energy trade, but it's still a major buyer for
the time being.

Altogether the strong demand from several parties has bolstered the Russian
government's balance sheet. The country is now bringing in $1 billion a day from its
oil trade alone, Oleg Ustenko, an economic advisor to President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, claimed in a Sunday interview with South Korean media outlet MoneyS.

And the Russian government is still looking for more buyers. The country is ready to
sell oil and related products to "friendly countries” in "any price range,” Nikolai
Shulginov, Russia's energy minister, said, according to the Izvestia newspaper.

The oil money is likely to keep rolling in for Russia, as India and China haven't
indicated they'll change their trade programs. Yet with the West prepping a new salvo
of sanctions, Russia might have to work harder to get its oil and gas to paying
customers.
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World's biggest oil traders are set to cut out Russian oil purchases from the middle
of May, report says.
Adam Morgan McCarthy - Business Insider

Russia is a major exporter of commodities including oil and gas. castenoid/ Getty
Images

The world's biggest oil traders will cut their purchases of Russian crude from May 15,
Reuters reported on Thursday. According to sources the intention is to avoid breaking
possible EU sanctions against Russia, the report said.

The EU has not yet imposed a ban on Russian oil imports given the region's heavy
reliance on them.

The world's largest oil trading houses are set to reduce the amount of oil purchased
from Russia from May 15th according to a report from Reuters on Thursday, which
quotes anonymous sources.

Shell has already stopped buying Russian crude oil and Vitol, the world's largest oil
trader, said on Wednesday that it would completely phase out crude oil from the
country by the end of 2022, with the likes of Trafigura following suit.

The source claims that the major oil trading houses are going to cut their purchases
in order to avoid breaking the European Union's sanctions against Russia, although
the bloc has not yet officially banned oil imports from the country, the report said.

At present the EU allows purchases of crude oil from Gazpromneft or Rosneft on the
basis that they are necessary to maintain sufficient energy supplies.
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However, trading houses are confused around the ambiguity of the word 'necessary’
since they act as an intermediary for these purchases, which has influenced their
decision to slash the amount they purchase.

Furthermore, the EU nations have discussed a potential oil embargo against Russia,
while the US banned all energy imports from the country and the UK vowed to
completely cut energy imports from Russia by the end of 2022.

Last week, the EU took its first steps in banning Russian energy imports in response
to Putin's war on Ukraine as the bloc agreed to stop imports of coal completely,
starting later this year.

This was followed by the EU Parliament voting in favor of an outright ban on the
import of fossil fuels from Russia as the invasion of Ukraine continued. Although the
parliament holds significantly less influence and power than the EU Commission, this
may be an indicator of the mood in Europe and a sign of things to come.

Many European countries rely heavily on Russia for oil imports. Germany, the
region's largest economy, could lose $240 billion, or 6.5% of its annual economic
output, over two years if Russian gas were halted, according to a report on Thursday
from a group of economic institutions that advise the government.

The EU gets about 3.1 million barrels per day of oil from Russia, which covers
around 30% of its needs. Russia supplies more oil to the bloc than the next three
biggest suppliers — Iraq, Nigeria and Saudi Arabia — put together. Germany and
Netherlands are the main destinations.

Brent crude futures fell 0.97% to trade at $107.72 a barrel on Thursday, while West
Texas Intermediate dropped 1.14% to trade at about $103.03 a barrel, after a
surprise build in weekly US inventories.

Gunvor responded to a request for comment from Insider condemning the war and
adding the following on future contracts.

"Gunvor fully complies with all applicable international economic sanctions. At this
time, Gunvor is legally obliged to fulfil existing trading contracts, which are not
sanctioned; however, no new business is being conducted,” a spokesperson said.

Elsewhere, Glencore referred to their March 30th statement that it will not enter into
any new trading business in respect of Russian origin commodities unless directed by
the relevant government authorities.

Ukraine says it hit Russia’s top Black Sea warship in missile strike
Andrew Jeong, Reis Thebault & Maite Ferndandez Simon - The Washington Post
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Russia's Moskva guided missile cruiser in 2011. (AFP/Getty Images)

Conflicting assertions about what happened to a key Russian warship swirled
Thursday, with some Ukrainians claiming that a missile attack sank the ship and the
Kremlin saying only that it suffered significant damage from a fire.

But whatever happened to the Russian navy missile cruiser Moskva — the flagship of
its Black Sea fleet — the episode serves as a significant morale boost for beleaguered
Ukrainian forces and a major blow to Russia, military experts said.

Late Wednesday, Odessa state regional administrator Maxim Marchenko said a
Ukrainian Neptune anti-ship cruise missile had struck the Moskva, causing serious
damage. Hours later, the Russian Defense Ministry acknowledged that a key ship in
its Black Sea fleet had sustained significant damage, but it did not address the
Ukrainian claims.

Instead, the Russians said they would investigate what caused the fire, which they
said detonated the ship’s ammunition. All of the ship’s approximately 500 crew
members were evacuated to other Black Sea fleet ships in the area, Russia said.

Russia’s Defense Ministry later said that “the fire on the cruiser Moskva has been
localized” and that “explosions of ammunition have been stopped,” the RIA Novosti
news agency reported. It said the ship is maintaining “buoyancy’ and that its “main
missile armament” was not damaged. The ministry added that efforts are underway
“to tow the cruiser to the port,” RIA Novosti reported.

Ukraine said in an update that the Moskva “was severely damaged” by a Neptune
missile that caused a fire. “Other units of the ship’s group tried to help, but a storm
and a powerful explosion of ammunition overturned the cruiser and it began to sink,”
the Ukrainian military said.

Adding to the confusion, an adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky told
CNN that senior Ukrainian officials were not sure what was true. “Either two sailors
were smoking in the wrong place, or once again certain safety measures were
violated, ” said Oleksiy Arestovych. He later tweeted that the ship “drowned.”
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Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said early Thursday in an interview on CNN that
“there was an explosion” on the ship, but he added that the United States could not
immediately determine whether the ship was struck by a missile.

“We re not quite exactly sure what happened here. We do assess that there was an
explosion, at least one explosion on this cruiser. A fairly major one at that, that has
caused extensive damage to the ship,” he said. He added that the vessel was still
afloat and was probably headed to Sevastopol to undergo repairs.

The Moskva had been operating along with other Russian ships about 60 miles south
of the port city of Odessa, Kirby said. He added that “the explosion was sizable
enough that we picked up indications that other naval vessels around her tried to
come to her assistance, and so eventually that wasn’t apparently needed.”

This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the cruiser Moskva in
port in Sevastopol, Crimea, on April 7, 2022. (Satellite image - 2022 Maxar
Technologies/AP)

Early Thursday, the Center for Analysis of Strategies and Technologies, a
Moscow-based think tank, said on its Telegram channel that it believed the ship had
been sunk and sided with the Ukrainian assessment.

“The flagship of the Russian Black Sea Fleet, the Moskva cruiser, was indeed
attacked by the Neptune anti-ship missiles from the coastline between Odessa and

Nikolaev,” it said.

A drone distracted the ship before the missiles hit, it said.
If the 12,000-ton Moskva went under, it would be the largest wartime sinking of a
naval vessel since World War 1I. The Washington Post could not independently verify

the accuracy of the claims.

The Moskva does not have major strategic value, but as the Black Sea flagship, it
possesses symbolic significance, said Artyom Lukin, an international relations
professor at the Far Eastern Federal University in Viadivostok, Russia.
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The ship is named after Russia’s capital and was at the center of a widely reported
attack on Snake Island, when Ukrainian border guards drew global attention for
insulting Russian troops during the early days of the invasion.

“The loss of not just a principal surface combatant in the Russian navy, but also the
fleet flagship, would amount to more of a psychological blow to the Russians,” said
Collin Koh, an expert on maritime security at Singapore’s Nanyang Technological
University.

The notion that Ukrainian missiles hit the Moskva reinforces “the image of hardened
resistance by the Ukrainians” and sows “more doubt in the minds of Russian
servicemen,” particularly the sailors serving on Russian warships off Ukraine’s
southern coast, he added.

The damage to the Moskva is more significant because of previous Russian naval
losses, said James Black, an expert on the Russian military at the Rand Corp. Last
month, Ukraine’s navy said it hit a Russian amphibious landing ship in Berdyansk, a
Ukrainian port that Russian forces have occupied.

Regardless of what caused the damage to the Moskva, “it will likely be seen as poetic
justice by Ukrainians and their supporters,” Black said.

As possible second Cold War looms over the West, 'Modern Warriors' sheds light
on the Cold War of the past
Taylor Penley - Fox news

Pete Hegseth meets with Cold War experts, former spies, and veterans to discuss the
dark history of the Cold War and to give context to the modern one

As the shadow of a second Cold War looms over the West following Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, Fox Nation's "Modern Warriors" series delves into the Cold War of the
past to capture the voices of those with stories to tell about one of the most pivotal
episodes of world history.
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In the series' latest special, "Cold Warriors," "Fox & Friends Weekend" co-host Pete
Hegseth brings the stories of Cold War experts from Naval Air Station Wildwood
Aviation Museum in Cape May, New Jersey to not only shed light on the dark history
of a segment of the past, but to provide context for the modern world.

"We think of the end of the Cold War with the fall of the Iron Curtain and the
dissolution of the USSR," Hegseth said, addressing the panel. "Did the Cold War ever
end?”

FILE - In this on Friday, June 12, 1987 file photo, U.S. President Ronald Reagan
acknowledges the applause after speaking to an audience in front of the Brandenburg
Gate in Berlin. Beside Reagan are the President of the German Parliament Philipp
Jenninger, left, and Germany's Chancellor Helmut Kohl, right. The U.S. Embassy in
Berlin is unveiling the statue of Ronald Reagan as a tribute to the 30th anniversary of
the fall of the Berlin Wall. The larger-than-life statue is being installed Friday atop
the embassy's terrace, at eye-level with the landmark Brandenburg Gate in downtown
Berlin. (AP PHOTO/Ira Schwartz, File)

Boston University professor & Honorary Consul General of the Czech Republic Igor
Lukes chimed in first.

"[ think it depends on how we define the Cold War,” he said, "The standard definition,
of course, was that it was a competition between two national security apparatuses,
each armed to their teeth and ready to go. It was a competition between two different
interpretations of how human beings should exist.”

"So I think that we have certainly re-entered the Cold War of the national
security kind, as evidenced by Putin's illegal, brutal war on Ukraine.”

Former senior CIA officer & Chief of Station Fred Rustmann gave his take, saying he
remembers the Cold War's early days rife with messages of mutually assured
destruction brought about by growing nuclear presence - messages that prompted
children to take cover under their desks.
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"Now, what we have is, certainly, Putin trying to reestablish the Soviet Union. He's a
little bully,” he said, "Since the czars, every single Soviet Russian leader has been cut
from the same cloth.”

"[Putin] really hasn't left the Cold War. He hasn't gotten over it yet, and he doesn't
intend to get over it,” U.S. Special Forces commander Gen. Michael S. Repass added.
"What he wants to do is reestablish this Soviet Union, and he has gotten himself into a
big quagmire right now, I think.”

The episode dives into the mind of Russian propaganda artists — including former
KGB agent and current Russian president Viadimir Putin — which Martha "Marti"
Peterson spoke to as a Cold War spy:

"When we were in training to go to Moscow, we all laughed about the fact that KGB
officers all believed they were 20 feet tall, which would mean, they were larger than
life. There was some element of being in total control," she said.

"In many ways, you see, that's his mindset, that he believes he's 20 feet tall, and that
he can control whatever he sets out to," Peterson added. Peterson described the
people who suffered under Soviet rule as powerless under tyrannical oppression.

As for Putin's current oppression, Lukes said he believes, though his power grip on
Russia is currently strong, his reign of terror will not always last.

"He is a tyrannical leader,” he said, "And tyrannies may seem very strong one day,
and they crumble the next day. And his army is crumbling.”
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EU closes loophole allowing multimillion-euro arms sales to Russia
Francesco Guarascio - Reuters

Reuters/YVES HERMAN

BRUSSELS (Reuters) - The European Union has closed a loophole that allowed EU
governments to export weapons worth tens of millions of euros to Russia last year

alone despite an embargo which took effect in 2014 after Russia annexed Ukraine's
Crimea region.



EU countries last year sold to Russia weapons and ammunition worth 39 million
euros (342.3 million), according to the latest data made available by the EU
Commission - up more than 50% from 2020, when sales were worth 25 million euros,
a volume in line with previous years.

The EU had banned the export of arms to Moscow in July 2014 in reaction to Russia's
annexation of Crimea, but a clause in the sanctions permitted sales under contracts
signed before August 2014.

Countries with large defence industries, such as France and Germany, were among
the largest exporters. The loophole has come under fire from some EU governments
since the start of Russia's invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, which the Kremlin calls "a
special military operation”.

In a bid to weaken the Kremlin's war efforts in Ukraine, the EU has imposed five
rounds of sweeping sanctions banning exports to Russia of a large variety of
technology that could be used by the defence industry.

But EU governments failed to immediately agree to scrap the exemption on arms
sales until last week, when the loophole was closed as part of the fifth package of EU
sanctions, EU diplomats and officials told Reuters.

A legal text published on April 8 in the EU official journal deletes that exemption.
The EU Commission did not mention the closure of the loophole in its public
communication about the fifth package of sanctions.

A spokesperson for the Lithuanian diplomatic mission to the EU said the exemption
had been eliminated, but EU countries will be able to continue moving Russia-made
weapons to Russia for repairs before they are returned to the EU.

The EU Commission, which is responsible for preparing sanctions, did n

ot propose the amendment on closing the loophole as it was not clear whether it had
the unanimous political backing of the 27 EU states, diplomats said.

But at a meeting last week, envoys agreed to amend the text after fresh criticism from
some governments, including Poland and Lithuania, diplomats who attended the
meeting said.
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Royal send-off: Saudi prince rejects Musk's offer to buy Twitter
Asher Notheis - Washington Examiner

Saudi Arabian Prince Al Waleed bin Talal Al Saud, who claims he and investing
company Kingdom Holding Company own 5.2% of Twitter, posted his refusal to sell
to Musk on Thursday morning, prompting the Tesla CEO to question Saudi Arabia's
stance toward journalistic freedoms.
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"Interesting,” Musk tweeted in response to the prince. "Just two questions, if I may.



How much of Twitter does the Kingdom own, directly & indirectly? What are the
Kingdom’s views on journalistic freedom of speech?”

Saudi Arabia is frequently criticized for its severe crackdowns on the press, perhaps
most notably the death of journalist Jamal Khashoggi.

The Tesla and SpaceX CEO argued Thursday that Twitter may play an integral role
in decreasing "Civilization risk’ and protecting democracy, stating that a platform
that can be trusted and is inclusive is "extremely important to the future of
civilization.”

Musk offered to purchase Twitter on Wednesday, saying the platform needs "to be
transformed as a private company.”

Twitter's board met Thursday to discuss Musk's offer to purchase the platform, with
the company reportedly considering employing a "poison pill" strategy to kill the

offer.

As of Thursday, Twitter was trading at $45.85 per share.

Biden has released 1.5 million illegal immigrants, bigger than Dallas
Paul Bedard (Washington Secrets Columnist) - Washington Examiner

The Biden administration’s open border policies have let in more than 1.5 million
illegal immigrants, enough to double the size of Dallas or San Diego, according to a
former immigration judge.

In an analysis of data from the Department of Homeland Security, the new report said
that during his presidency so far, President Joe Biden has knowingly released
756,000 migrants encountered at the border, another 146,000 illegal youths to
guardians inside the United States, and an estimated 620,000 “got-aways.”
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And, said former immigration judge and migration expert Andrew Arthur, “the
president has no plans to stop it.”

The staggering numbers cited in his report for the Center for Immigration Studies are
historic and demonstrate not only Biden’s success in rapidly dismantling former
President Donald Trump’s tight immigration policies but the new administration’s
open border policy.

“This is not ‘open borders,’ or ‘catch and release,’” Arthur wrote. “It is ‘no border’
with federal travel assistance.”

Arthur’s report went through the math of border releases and estimates of got-aways
from DHS. He raised concerns that if more illegal immigrants cross into the U.S., as
expected, the total will top the population of Philadelphia.

“The numbers are clear: DHS has released more than 756,000 aliens encountered by
CBP at the Southwest border into the United States since Joe Biden became president,
not counting 146,000-plus unaccompanied children released by HHS to sponsors and
620,000 aliens who evaded apprehension. Each is here indefinitely, and most forever.

That is unsustainable — but the president has no plan to stop it anytime soon,” wrote
Arthur.

How low can Joe go?
Byron York (Chief Political Correspondent) - Washington Examiner

'It's coming': Biden warns of Russian cyberattacks on US amid Ukraine war

Remember just a few weeks ago, when President Joe Biden's supporters hoped he
would enjoy a bounce in job approval ratings after his State of the Union address?

They scoured each new poll for evidence of even a tiny uptick. A couple of polls
appeared to show just a little improvement — maybe it was happening! — and then
Biden settled back down into approval ratings in the low 40% range.

Until now. In the last three polls in the RealClearPolitics average of polls, Biden's job
approval rating is 40%, 38%, and 35%. A few optimistic outliers, one poll from

the Economist showed a job approval of 46%, are keeping Biden at his current
average of 40.4%. But the president's trend, again, seems downward.

That has sent some Democrats into a new round of panic, fearing that a presidential
job approval rating in the high 30s would surely mean a Republican

House and Senate in this November's midterm elections. Biden could bring his whole
party crashing down around his shoulders.

And we might not have seen the worst yet. Look at the Gallup Presidential Job
Approval Center, maintained by the Gallup polling organization. It compiles the
Gallup ratings of each president throughout his administration going back to Harry
Truman.
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Biden is lower than most, but all have hit low spots.
Donald Trump hit 36% in the Gallup poll in December 2017 and 34% on the way out
after the Jan. 6 Capitol riot. Barack Obama hit 40% a few times in 201 1.

With the war in Iraq going disastrously and then with economic collapse at home,
George W. Bush fell below 30% in July 2007 and then hit his low of 25% in October
2008. That's so low it's reminiscent of the old John McCain saying that he had
become so unpopular his only supporters were "paid staff and blood relatives."”

Bill Clinton hit 37% in June of 1993 during his tumultuous first year in office. George
H.W. Bush hit 29% in July 1992 amid a recession. Ronald Reagan hit 35% in January
1983, again in recession. Jimmy Carter hit 28% in July 1979, when everything was
going wrong.

And so on. Presidents hit low spots. And several of them suffered big midterm election
losses. Now, Biden has joined the group.

The question now is: How low can Joe go?

I asked three sharp Republican pollsters and political consultants: David Winston,
Curt Anderson, and Dave Carney. The takeaway from all three is that it appears the
majority coalition that elected Biden has fallen apart. And that is terrible news for
both the president and his party.

"While there are a lot of groups that have become more disapproving of Biden's job
performance, Independents are at a remarkable level of disapproval,” Winston said
in an email exchange.

"In The Economist/YouGov survey (April 9-12), Independents disapproved by a 30-60
margin; the Politico/Morning Consult survey (April 8-11) was a similar 30-62; and
the Quinnipiac survey (April 7-011) was 26-56.

So among a group Biden won by 13 points in 2020, after Clinton lost them by four in
2016, his disapproval is 30 points or more higher than his approval. This means the
majority coalition that elected him is now not in place.

Regaining it will be difficult, given his current poor job approval performances on the
economy and other issues.”

Carney and Anderson had different thoughts on whether Biden has hit the bottom, or
nearly so, or can plunge further.

"There is no limit or floor to a president's approval rating, but historically, Nixon's 24
percent in January 1974 seems like the practical floor for a modern-day president,”
Carney said in another email exchange.

"Biden has the potential to sink into the high 20s before the midterm elections,
considering inflation will be raging by then. Wholesale prices were up over 11
percent last month, an early warning sign for a CPI increase this month and beyond.
Vulnerable Democrats are already jumping ship, and other rats will soon follow suit.
We have seen the best Biden has to offer, and voters have been left wanting.”



"As long as he doesn't commit a crime, Biden has almost reached the mathematical
floor,” Anderson said by email.

"He could possibly drop a couple more points, but it doesn't matter. His ship already
has more holes than can be patched. The Democrats held out some hope months ago
that inflation would be 'transitory’ — whatever that means — but the economy is
clearly not going to rebound to save the Democrats in November.”

A serious Biden liability, Anderson said, is dwindling support on his own team.

"Biden has managed to get down to about a 40 percent job approval rating with likely
voters,” Anderson noted, "which is really astounding in today's partisan climate
where both teams put their jerseys on and disregard anything the other side says.
Republicans and Independents give him low marks, but now he's even getting a failing
grade from some Democrats.”

How has Biden managed to pull that off? "He is badly out of phase with the voters
ideologically, he has demonstrated gross incompetence on Afghanistan and the
economy, and voters have real questions about his capacity," Anderson said. "It's just
a deadly combination that is unprecedented.”

So how low can Joe go?

Each expert has some good points. It certainly seems hard to believe Biden could fall
to the level of Nixon in Watergate or George W. Bush in Iraq and the financial
collapse.

But there is still a ways to go before Biden gets in that territory. Why couldn't he fall
into the mid or even low 30s? If Democrats had an emotional attachment to him, like
they had for Obama, that would not be possible.

But they don't, and independents, not to mention Republicans, don't either. What
we're seeing in the polls is pure, unemotional voter opinion on the president's job
performance. And for Joe Biden, that is a very bad thing.

North Korean missile launch presents another test for Biden and West
Naomi Lim (White House Reporter) - Washington Examiner

North Korea's intercontinental ballistic missile test has rattled the West as it rallies
around Ukraine amid Russia's invasion, raising questions about the launch's timing.

The Thursday launch, conducted while world leaders gathered in Brussels, is North
Korea's most significant weapons test in more than four years, according to analysts.

Experts "make fun’ of others who speculate about the timing of the incidents,
according to Tom Karako, the Center for Strategic and International Studies's Missile
Defense Project director.
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"But, you know, while everybody is preoccupied with Ukraine, this perhaps seems like
a good opportunity for North Korea to make some hay,” he told the Washington
Examiner.

As Karako predicted, colleagues, including Cato Institute defense policy studies
director Eric Gomez, downplayed concerns about the test's timing, the first since
2017.

For Gomez, the test aligns with priorities North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
announced in 2021 at the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea.

"I don't think we should look at this or the timing as 'this is sending such and such a
message,”” Gomez said.

"The message was already sent at the [8th Congress] of, 'We're a nuclear power now
—we're going to continue to test and develop just like every nuclear power does.’”

Nicholas Eberstadt, American Enterprise Institute Henry Wendt Chair in political
economy, agreed, contending that North Korea was simply testing whether the missile
had "better performance specifications” — though "everybody likes a twofer” that
"serves a multiplicity of objectives.”

"There's, I suppose, what you could call the coercive diplomacy aspect, the menace
diplomacy aspect of the launch, but at the end of the day, any military anywhere in the
world is going to want to know whether their equipment works or not,” he said.

"Some people read a great deal into the timing of these launches as if it's all about us,’
Eberstadt added.

"My theory is that military equipment has to be tested, so it gets tested, and within the
parameters of available windows for testing, sometimes the North Korean government
tries to game its adversaries overseas.”

Initial South Korean and Japanese intelligence indicates North Korea tested what is
presumed to be the longer-range, more capable, and more accurate Hwasong-17
missile, potentially with reentry technology.

The liquid-fueled missile, paraded in 2020 during Workers' Party of Korea 75th
anniversary celebrations, reportedly reached an altitude of 3,728 miles, traveling 671
miles in 71 minutes.



The reentry technology, if in its possession, means North Korea could mount more
than one nuclear warhead on the missile to evade defense systems and hit multiple
targets, according to Gomez.

The launch breaks the nuclear and ICBM testing moratorium North Korea
self-imposed in 2018, the same year Kim met former President Donald Trump in
Singapore for the first U.S.-North Korea leader summit.

Considering existing U.S. sanctions, Karako suggested the slight possibility that the
latest test may result in secondary measures against Chinese banks and military
entities.

Gomez questioned the practicality of secondary action against, for example, China
amid the Ukraine war and after China did not veto 2017 U.N. North Korea
resolutions.

Domestically, the test underscores the first anniversary of President Joe Biden
approving Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman competing to create a
next-generation interceptor by 2028, according to Karako.

"I would also just say that the Biden administration is about to release its new missile
defense review in the coming days or weeks,” he said.

"[ think this ratifies the bipartisan path that we're on in terms of homeland missile

defense.”

The launch comes after North Korea claimed it tested spy satellite gear last month,
but many analysts suspect it was its reentry technology. The trial drew White House
ire, new sanctions, and increased surveillance given the threat the technology poses
to the Indo-Pacific.

"Our commitment to the defense of the Republic of Korea and Japan remains
ironclad,” White House press secretary Jen Psaki said at the time.

"4s we have said and North Korean officials, including Kim Jong Un, have publicly
noted, we continue to seek diplomacy and are prepared to meet without preconditions.
But North Korea continues to not respond.”

North Korea is demanding sanctions relief as a diplomatic carrot, according to
Gomez, and the rogue nation has proven its capacity and resolve to withstand
pressure after Trump allegedly pushed Kim too hard for more denuclearization
concessions during their 2019 talks in Hanoi, Vietnam, he said.

"The Biden administration, understandably, isn't willing to do that because they don't
want to give up something for nothing,” Gomez added.

Biden was expected to discuss North Korea with Chinese General Secretary Xi
Jinping last week, but Ukraine dominated their phone call, according to Psaki, who
also dismissed the idea that China, Iran, North Korea, and Russia were coordinating
to "test the West.”

"We have not assessed those to be related,” she said.



"We've obviously seen tests and information we put out publicly as it relates to North
Korea. We've seen dozens of tests over the course of past administrations as well. So 1
would say we are not assessing it through that prism.”

Millions to brave near-record gas prices and hit the roads for Easter weekend
Breanne Deppisch (Energy and Environment Reporter) - Washington Examiner

Millions are expected to hit the roads this weekend for what is expected to be a busy
holiday weekend despite near-record high gas prices.

Roughly 25% said they plan to travel for the Easter or Passover weekend this year,
including 29% of millennial, according to a spring travel report from the travel site
TripAdvisor. United Airlines said it is expecting a 70% spike in travel both Friday
and Monday compared to the same days last year.

People traveling by car can expect to pay a lot at the pump. Gas prices in the United
States steadied at a national average of $4.07 a gallon on Friday, according to AAA,
down more than 20 cents from the previous month’s average of $4.31 but still near
the highest on record.

Companies have predicted a busier-than-average spring travel season, as many cities
begin to lift travel restrictions or other requirements for indoor gathering
implemented during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Delta Airlines CEO Ed Bastian told CNBC last month that March was Delta's best
month ever for bookings, both for March and for upcoming trips. "Demand is
phenomenal," Bastian told CNBC.

"This is continuing in April. Consumers are ready to go.”

Gas prices in the U.S. rose to record highs last month following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, although prices were higher in 2008 when adjusted for subsequent inflation.
Recent steps taken by the Biden administration, including the planned release of 180
million barrels of oil from its strategic reserves, have helped bring costs back down,
though gas costs remain above $4 a gallon.

The prices do not appear to be deterring many from their travel plans, Bastian told
investors on a conference call last month. "There are clear signs of pent-up demand
for travel and experiences as consumers' spending shifts from goods to services and
experiences, travel restrictions lift, and business travelers continue to return to the
skies,” he said.

'It's coming': Biden warns of Russian cyber-attacks on US amid Ukraine war
W. James Antle I1I (Politics Editor) - Washington Examiner

President Joe Biden painted a grim picture of Russian President Viadimir Putin’s
intentions in Ukraine in a speech to the Business Roundtable’s CEO meeting Monday
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night, accusing the Kremlin of deploying fearsome weapons in its unprovoked
invasion.

Biden warned that Putin’s back was up against the wall, leading the Russian
strongman to contemplate desperate measures, such as new false flag attacks and the
use of chemical weapons in Ukraine.

The president said his Russian counterpart was engaged in malign cyber activity in
Ukraine and suggested Putin had used a hyper-sonic missile.

"As you all know, it's a consequential weapon. ... It's almost impossible to stop it,” he
said.

“There's a reason they're using it.”

“Putin’s back is against the wall. ... The more his back is against the wall, the greater
severity of the tactics he may employ,” Biden added.

The president thanked the assembled CEQ's for mostly voluntarily “winding down”
their business operations in Russia as part of a broader campaign to raise the
economic costs of the Ukraine invasion for Moscow.

While most of Biden’s comments concerned activities Russia would conduct in
Ukraine, he did predict the Russians would wage cyber-attacks on the United States.
“It’s coming,” he said.

The White House had earlier in the day urged the private sector to take steps to
protect themselves from such attacks.

"My administration is reiterating those warnings based on evolving intelligence that
the Russian government is exploring options for potential cyber-attacks,” he said in a
Statement.

"You have the power, the capacity, and the responsibility to strengthen the
cyber-security and resilience of the critical services and technologies on which
Americans rely,” Biden continued.

"We need everyone to do their part to meet one of the defining threats of our time —
your vigilance and urgency today can prevent or mitigate attacks tomorrow.”

White House deputy national security adviser for cyber and emerging technology
Anne Neuberger told reporters at Monday’s press briefing that they did not know of
anything imminent but had seen cause for concern.

"There is no evidence of any specific cyber attack that we're anticipating for,” she
said.

"There was some preparatory activity that we're seeing, and that is what we shared in
a classified context.”

"As the president has said, the United States is not seeking confrontation with Russia,’
she added.

"But he has also said that if Russia conducts disruptive cyber-attacks against critical
infrastructure, we will be prepared to respond.”

’

The Pentagon had also earlier in the day suggested that Russia’s use of a hyper-sonic
missile in Ukraine was a “head-scratches” that did not demonstrate a “whole lot of
practicality.”
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Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin also indicated Sunday that Putin may be lashing
out due to the invasion’s slow progress.

"[ think, again, the reason that he’s resorting to using these types of weapons is
because he’s trying to reestablish momentum. We 've seen him attack towns and cities
and civilians outright, and we expect to see that continue,” he said.

"You kind of question why he would be doing this — is he running low on
precision-guided munitions? Does he lack complete confidence in the ability of his
troops to reestablish momentum?”

Biden hailed NATO's unity against Russia since the war began. He told the audience
that Putin "was counting on being able to split NATO. ... I can assure you, NATO has
never been stronger, more united, in its entire history than it is today, in large part
because of Viadimir Putin.”

Zelensky 'cagey' about what really sank Russia's flagship
Daniel Chaitin (Deputy News Editor) - Washington Examiner

In this 2015 photo, the Russian navy missile cruiser Moskva sails across the water.
(Vadim Savitsky/Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky was "pretty cagey” about what really sank
the Russian flagship Moskva, according to a report.

CNN's Jake Tapper made the comment while describing an interview he just
conducted with Zelensky about the state of Russia's seven-week-old war in Ukraine,
after anchor Brianna Keilar noted there are "different stories” coming from the
warring countries.

"Of course, I asked him about the warship, and he actually was pretty cagey about it,
saying that history will record what exactly happened with that warship, but he noted,
of course, that it is now at the bottom of the Black Sea," Tapper said.
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"Very interesting that they are kind of keeping that close to the vest,” Keilar said in

reply.
The full interview is expected to air on CNN's State of the Union on Sunday.

Russia's defense ministry said the Moskva, a missile cruiser that led the famous attack
on Snake Island in the Black Sea at the start of the invasion of Ukraine, received
damage on Wednesday to the hull during the fire from the detonation of ammunition,
causing the crew of possibly hundreds to evacuate. Russia announced Thursday the
vessel sank in "stormy seas" while being towed to port for repairs.

Ukraine's military claimed the damage was caused by a missile barrage.

"In the Black Sea operational zone, Neptune anti-ship cruise missiles hit the

cruiser Moskva, the flagship of the Russian Black Sea Fleet — it received significant
damage,” Ukraine's Operational Command South said in a statement.

"A fire broke out. Other units of the ship's group tried to help, but a storm and a
powerful explosion of ammunition overturned the cruiser, and it began to sink.”

Twitter CEO assures employees Musk offer isn't holding company "hostage’
Christopher Hutton (Breaking News Reporter) - Washington Examiner

Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal has emerged from behind the scenes to take over one of
Silicon Valley's highest-profile and politically volatile jobs. (Ellian Raffoul/Courtesy
of Twitter via AP)

Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal called an emergency all-hands meeting Thursday, in
which he sought to respond to several concerns raised among the Big Tech company's
employees, including whether Musk wants a hostile takeover of the company.
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“I don’t believe we are being held hostage, ” Agrawal said to employees, according to
the New York Times.

The employees had several questions for Agrawal, including if the takeover bid was
real and whether Musk would attempt to overhaul the employees' work if he
successfully took control.

Some employees were frustrated the board didn't inform the staff about its discussions
with Musk before the release of a filing with the Securities and Exchange
Commission announcing his 9.2% investment in the company.

Musk had been quietly purchasing shares, and Twitter's board members believed they
agreed with Musk on critical issues, Agrawal said.

Others expressed concerns that Agrawal was not doing enough to respond to Musk's
tweet campaign, while others wondered if Twitter would take action to try and stop
Musk from acquiring all of the company's shares.

Twitter is reportedly considering a "poison pill” approach, which would further
complicate any attempts by Musk to take over the company.

Agrawal told employees that while he is legally not allowed to disclose what is going
on, he emphasized that Twitter's board is conducting a "rigorous review” of Musk's
offer and will make a decision that will be in the best interest of Twitter's
shareholders.

Although Musk expressed interest in keeping some shareholders on board if he buys
out the company's shares, he has run into some resistance. Saudi Prince Al Waleed
bin Talal al Saud, who owns a 5.2% share in the company, rejected Musk's offer to
buy the social media platform, claiming the offer does not come close "to the intrinsic
value of Twitter given its growth prospects.”
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Musk attempted to justify the purchase during a Thursday appearance at TED2022,
where he said that improving the public's trust in Twitter would help decrease
"Civilization risk.”

He said the purchase was not for economic gain. Musk also claimed to have a "Plan
B if Twitter rejected his offer but did not elaborate on that point.

Putin, Beijing rules, and better recruiting: Decoding the CIA director’s first public
speech
Tom Rogan - Business Examiner

In his first public speech since becoming CIA director last March, William Burns
addressed Georgia Tech university on Thursday. His focus areas?
China, Russia, recruitment, technology, and more China.

Burns's focus on China is crucial but nevertheless praiseworthy. After all, some in the
Biden administration want to de-prioritize efforts to counter Chinese espionage
activity.

The Justice Department's suspension of the "China Initiative," for example, is a
grievous error. That suspension puts delusional interpretations of prejudice before
an exigent need to disrupt Chinese espionage.

With Russia's war on Ukraine at the forefront of global attention, however, Russia is
where Burns began. The former U.S. ambassador to Moscow observed that Viadimir
Putin's "risk appetite has grown as his grip on Russia has tightened. His circle of
advisers has narrowed , and in that small circle, it has never been career-enhancing
to question his judgment or his stubborn, almost mystical belief that his destiny is to
restore Russia’s sphere of influence.”

Burns also noted that "politics truly must stop where intelligence work begins.” How
this commitment aligns with the Biden administration's exaggerated presentation of
certain declassified intelligence on Russia is unclear, however. This balancing act
must be watched carefully in the coming weeks.

Then, it was on to China.

Burns aptly noted how "a silent partner in Putin's aggression, Xi Jinping’s China is
our greatest challenge, in many ways the most profound test that CIA has ever
faced. ... We have never had to deal with an adversary with more reach in more
domains.”

Listing China's various human rights abuses, its debt-trap diplomacy, and its desire to
displace the democratic international order with that of a Chinese communist feudal
autocracy, Burns underlined the need to counter Xi's regime.

Referencing "ubiquitous technical surveillance” of the kind applied in Chinese cities,
Burns observed how his agency has had to "fundamentally rethink how we do our
operations.” What Burns left out, here, is that while CIA officers are using new
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technologies to evade surveillance nets (such as cellphones implanted with false data
trails and patterns of life activity), they are also renewing older tenets of trade-craft.

The old "Moscow Rules” mastery of facial disguises has made a notable comeback,
for example.

Talking of Moscow, Burns rightly promised to sustain the investigation into the
so-called Havana Syndrome that has been affecting his officers around the world. The
CIA needs to light a fire under its Russia desks, here.

Back to China.

The CIA needs officers who can hide seamlessly among the 1.4 billion people of
China. Burns thus noted, "We aim to double the number of Mandarin-speaking
officers in the next few years.”

Similar pledges have been made by CIA directors before, notably with regards to
Arabic in the early days of the "War on Terror.” The results have been less
auspicious. Burns also offered a positive pledge to shorten the agency's currently
lethargic recruitment timeline to 180 days.

Still, one problem is that the CIA recruitment process continues to prefer applicants
with utterly spotless records and high-quality academic credentials who can easily
pass security checks.

There's a reason that the CIA has so many employees from Latter-day Saint
backgrounds, for example.

More than most Americans, Latter-day Saints tend to be patriots of exceptional
character and credentials who have very few personal flaws. Many are superb CIA

officers.

The problem, however, is that those with the most impeccable resumes might not
always be those best suited to recruiting an alcoholic Russian GRU officer or
greed-obsessed Chinese Ministry of State Security officer.

This is one reason why other Western intelligence services such as Britain's MI16 do
not require employees to take polygraphs routinely: They value personal

interaction more than intrinsic procedures and don't want otherwise talented
applicants self-selecting out. The CIA needs more officers who have lived abroad, can
blend in, and who don't fit the grain.

That said, the CIA cannot afford a mission creep that risks prioritizing identity
politics before national security. I know for a fact that there are some truly
exceptional LGBT officers at the CIA. Truly exceptional. But even if it is informed by
their life experiences, the exceptional quality of these individuals is ultimately defined
by their skill and service, not their sexual identity.

The CIA has mistakenly assumed that openness to all requires its embrace of woke
verbosity and related training sessions. The agency's March 2021 "l am a
cisgendered millennial” commercial , for example, was rightly ridiculed both outside
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and inside the CIA. There must be zero tolerance for bigotry or bullying, but the CIA
needs employees who demand excellence from others as well as offering mentorship.
The CIA will fail if it puts woke buzzwords before quality.

Regardless, Burns concluded on a very strong note.

Recalling his father's advice that "nothing will make you prouder than to serve your
country with honor,” Burns called on Georgia Tech's students to "take some time to
explore CIA and public service.” That's a proud, patriotic message we need to hear
more often.

Daily on Energy: No relief from surging US natural gas prices
Jeremy Beaman & Breanne Deppisch (Energy and Environment Reporter) -
Washington Examiner

NATURAL GAS PRICES SURGING: Relief from inflation isn’t coming from the U.S.
natural gas market this week, where gas is trading at a 13-year high again today after
breaking through that ceiling on Monday.

NYMEX natural gas futures are above 87 per MMBtu and have closed up all week.
The last time futures traded at these levels was December 2008.

Vinicius Romano, senior analyst with Rystad Energy, said prolonged winter
temperatures are one element adding upward pressure to the market.

U. S. gas storage levels were also at their lowest in three years at the end of March,
according to the Energy Information Administration. EIA said in a blog post this
morning higher-than-normal withdrawals in recent months due to cold temperatures
were partly responsible.

The other factor: International demand for U.S. natural gas is also sky-high,
especially in Europe, where the EU plans to supplement its gas supplies with U.S.
LNG as it simultaneously stages its exit from Russian gas.

EIA and Romano both implicated the high demand and record-high LNG exports for
driving prices up.

What'’s in play: The temperature factor may soon change with spring’s arrival, but
the demand for gas shipments will not. European leaders have made clear they badly
want U.S. LNG, and the Biden administration has promised to help them get it.

At the same time, President Joe Biden is under lots of pressure from green activists to
back off the administration’s commitments on LNG.

Basav Sen, climate policy director at the Institute for Policy Studies, said yesterday
the joint U.S.-EU gas acquisition task force is “an excellent example of how not to
conduct energy policy in a transparent and democratic manner during a climate
emergency.”’
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One more thought: If natural gas prices remain high or keep rising, despite the
advent of spring, it may put some congressional Democrats up more firmly against
Biden’s LNG push.

The Biden administration has already faced numerous calls from Democratic
lawmakers to ban the export of domestic fossil fuels because of how high prices are at
home.

“When establishing U.S. LNG export policies, we understand there are geopolitical
factors and global and regional markets to consider,” 10 Democratic

senators wrote to Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm in February, asking for
restrictions on LNG exports (note, that was before the war in Ukraine and
administration’s gas task force came about).

Seven of the 10 signatories represent New England, which in general face higher
energy costs than most other U.S. regions and where regional benchmark gas has
traded as high as 4.5 times higher than Henry Hub gas in the last year.

“However,” they said, “the administration must also consider the potential increase
in cost to American families because of higher export volumes.”

LNG GROUP WELCOMES EXPORT-IMPORT FINANCE PROGRAM: The
Export-Import Bank’s approval of a new “Make More in America” financing
initiative yesterday showed the agency.

“continues to understand that the U.S. LNG export industry creates thousands of
jobs... while bringing the environmental and economic benefits of American natural
gas to our global allies and trading partners,” LNG Allies CEO Fred Hutchison said
in a statement.

The Export-Import Bank said the program will incentivize environmentally beneficial
export ventures, a category LNG Allies said “clearly” encompasses U.S. LNG export
projects,

“since they mostly displace coal use in foreign power projects or natural gas from
countries such as Russia that have a much higher greenhouse gas footprint than U.S.
gas production.”

Ex-Im’s announcement specifically named renewable energy and energy
storage-related projects as those it considered environmentally beneficial. It didn’t
name LNG.

But some environmentalists treated the announcement warily, perhaps anticipating
Ex-Im will use the same justification as Hutchison’s group outlined to provide
financing to LNG export projects.

Green groups have broadly opposed the Biden administration’s new position on
natural gas, especially on increasing LNG exports to a struggling Europe, as we
noted yesterday.

“The last thing the Biden administration should be doing is allowing for an expansion
of fracked gas infrastructure that would worsen these crises and do nothing to solve
short term energy needs,” Mahyar Sorour, deputy legislative director at the Sierra
Club, said in a statement yesterday.
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REPUBLICAN ANTI-WOTUS SALVO: Three members of the Congressional Western
Caucus filed an amicus brief yesterday in the upcoming Supreme Court case, Sackett
v. EPA, urging the court to side with landowners in its case over what waterways are
considered “Waters of the United States” (WOTUS) and drop what they argue is
overly burdensome regulation that hinders proper environmental protection.

“Confusion, unpredictability, and litigation have surrounded the scope of federal
authority of our nation’s navigable waterways for decades, and as our amicus brief
states, Congress never intended to give the EPA jurisdiction over every ditch, puddle,
or stream,” Reps. Dan Newhouse of Washington state, Mariannette Miller-Meeks of
lowa, and Rodney Davis of Illinois wrote in their brief.

“Farmers, ranchers, small business owners, and landowners deserve certainty, and it
is our hope that the Supreme Court will finally put an end to this regulatory
confusion.”

Newhouse joined a group of 200 Republican House Republicans in calling on the
Biden administration in March to drop its plan to expand the scope of WOTUS until
the high court rules on Sackett v. EPA.

“Farmers, ranchers, small business owners, and landowners deserve certainty, and it
is our hope that the Supreme Court will finally put an end to this regulatory
confusion,”” lawmakers wrote in the amicus brief.

THE EU IS WEIGHING A BAN ON RUSSIAN OIL IMPORTS: The European Union
is weighing whether to adopt a phased-out ban of Russian oil imports. According to
the New York Times, E.U. officials are not planning to put the embargo up for
consideration until after the final round of the French elections on April 24.

A phased-out ban would give countries like Germany, which is heavily dependent on
Russian energy supplies, more time to secure an alternative.

E.U. officials and diplomats told NYT there is a growing sense that the oil embargo
would take place in the absence of additional large-scale atrocities like the horrors
seen in Bucha, Ukraine.

“The Commission and E.U. members have smartly shied away from defining red lines
that would trigger a sanctions response since Russia attacked Ukraine,” Emre Peker,
a director at the Eurasia Group, told the Times.

“I expect the E.U. will shy away from defining triggers,” Peker added,

“as continued escalation by Russia in eastern Ukraine and revelations from Bucha
and elsewhere continue to drive momentum behind a hardening European stance. Any
other major catastrophes that unfold will just add more impetus to the E.U.
response.”’

WHITE HOUSE AND MCCARTHY DENY PENDING EXIT: National climate
adviser Gina McCarthy tweeted yesterday her team has “much more work to do”
after Reuters reported that she is planning to leave the White House.
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The outlet reported she plans to step down, citing two sources, although it provided
no timeline.

White House spokesman Vedant Patel said the report “is not true.”
“There are no such plans underway. Gina and her entire team continue to be laser

focused on delivering on President Biden’s clean energy agenda,” Patel said via
email.

McCarthy has been helping command the Biden White House’s climate policy since
day one and through the course of the unsuccessful negotiations over Biden's “Build
Back Better” spending agenda.

The White House is now being extra careful not to reveal too much this go-round
about any conversations going on behind the scenes with Sen. Joe Manchin about
how to move some version of the legislative package forward, Politico reported.


https://www.politico.com/news/2022/04/11/white-house-joe-manchin-biden-00024340

