The latest News Around Us in Apr #7

‘EVIL HAS NO LIMITS’
Five kids among 50 dead as Russian missile with ‘for the children’ scrawled on side

blitzes Ukraine train station
Katie Davis - The US Sun

AT LEAST 50 people have been killed and more than 100 injured after a Russian
missile with "for the children” scrawled on the side blitzed a Ukrainian train station.

Horror pictures show bodies strewn across the ground beside abandoned luggage at

Kramatorsk railway station in eastern Ukraine amid reports the site has been blasted
by Russian troops.

Emergency services at Kramatorsk railway station after it was hit by a rocket
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Ukrainian police inspecting a huge rocket at the scene Credit: AFP

It has 'for our children' written on the side in Russian Credit: AFP
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The state railway company said two Russian rockets struck the station, which was
being used to evacuate civilians from areas under bombardment by Viadimir Putin's
forces.

At least 50 people were killed and over 100 were wounded, it's reported, as shocking
footage shows smoke billowing from the scene.

About 4,000 people, most of them elderly, women and children, were at the railway
station when it was struck, Mayor Oleksander Honcharenko said.

Pictures showed a huge missile with Russian writing scrawled on the side that
translates to 'the children’.

A translator who spoke to Sky News said that part of the Russian writing could be
interpreted as meaning 'for our children’ or 'for what has been done to our children'.

Others have speculated that the translation could also be 'for the children' and could
be referring to widespread Russian propaganda that kids have been killed by
Ukrainian forces in Donbas and Luhansk.

Volodymyr Zelensky slammed the attack in a social media post early today, saying:
"This is an evil that has no limits."

"The occupiers hit the Kramatorsk railway station with a Point-U [missile], where
thousands of peaceful Ukrainians were waiting to be evacuated,” the Ukrainian
President wrote on Instagram.

"About 30 people died, about 100 people were injured to varying degrees. Police and
rescuers are already on the scene. Russian non-humans do not abandon their
methods.

"Lacking the strength and courage to stand up to us on the battlefield, they are
cynically destroying the civilian population. This is an evil that has no limits. And if it
is not punished, it will never stop.”

Russia's defence ministry has said its troops did not have any targets assigned in
Kramatorsk on Friday. Pavlo Kyrylenko, the governor of the Donetsk region, said
thousands of people had been at the station at the time the rockets struck.

"The 'Rashists’ ('Russian fascists') knew very well where they were aiming and what
they wanted: they wanted to sow panic and fear, they wanted to take as many civilians
as possible,” he said.

Kyrylenko published a photograph online showing several bodies on the ground
beside piles of suitcases and other luggage.
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At least 35 people have reportedly been killed Credit: Twitter/@KSergatskova

Footage showed crowds of people at the station on Thursday trying to evacuate
Credit: Twitter/@lesiavasylenko
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The station was being used to evacuate civilians to safer parts of the country Credit:
Getty

Smoke billowing from the station amid reports of a rocket strike Credit:
Twitter/@1GIX1

Another unverified photo showed rescue services tackling what appeared to be a fire,
with a pall of grey smoke rising into the air.
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"Two rockets hit Kramatorsk railway station,” Ukrainian Railways said in a
Statement.

It later added: "According to operational data, more than 30 people were killed and
more than 100 were wounded in the rocket attack on Kramatorsk railway station.”

Three trains carrying evacuees were blocked in the same region of Ukraine on
Thursday after an air strike on the line, according to the head of Ukrainian Railways.

Boris Johnson said the attack on fleeing civilians at the Kramatorsk train station was
"unconscionable”, as he suggested Vladimir Putin's forces were guilty of a war
crime.

It comes as Britain prepares to send protected patrol vehicles including the mastiff to
Ukraine within weeks, the Defence Secretary confirmed.

Ben Wallace said the UK would step up arming the war-torn nation and vowed to do
whatever he could to help back those fighting Putin troops. The vehicles were
previously used in Afghanistan and can be shipped over via Europe.

As he joined British RAF personnel in Bucharest to kick off a four month air policing
mission yesterday he vowed to stare down Putins bullybiy tactics. And Britain will
send another two typhoon jets out to Romania next week to help support the NATO air
mission out there - joining four already in the region.

Ukrainian officials say Russian forces have been regrouping for a new offensive, and
that Moscow plans to seize as much territory as it can in the eastern part of Ukraine
known as Donbas bordering Russia.

Local authorities in some areas have been urging civilians to leave while it is still
possible, and relatively safe, to do so.
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Good morning. More expensive gas could have lasting consequences.
German Lopez - New York Times

Pumping gas at a Shell gas station in Houston.Brandon Bell/Getty Images

Why gas prices are up
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If you were hoping for much cheaper gas anytime soon, I have some bad news: Prices
probably won’t drop much for at least a few months.

The causes of more expensive gas will most likely be with us for a while. After driving
U.S. prices to more than $4 a gallon, Russia’s war in Ukraine continues with no clear
end in sight. Producers so far seem unwilling, or unable, to pump out enough supply
to fill the gap caused by the war.

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration

When I asked whether any good short-term solutions exist, Tom Kloza, global head of
energy analysis at the Oil Price Information Service, gave a simple answer.: “No.”

For Americans, the immediate effect is that life will simply cost more. We will pay
more when we fill up our gas tanks or pay energy bills in the next few weeks or
months. The price of many other goods will go up, because so many things — food,
iPhones, PlayStations, cars — must be transported at one point or another by a truck,
a boat or a plane burning fossil fuels.

Higher fuel prices have broader consequences, too. A push to drill more oil and
natural gas, or to more aggressively pursue alternative energy sources, could affect
climate change (in good or bad ways). A public angry over the cost of living could
protest or vote out the politicians in power. People in the U.S. and other countries
aiding Ukraine could begin to wonder whether their support is worth pricier gasoline
and other goods.

With the Covid pandemic’s retreat, many of us wanted — and expected — some sense
of relief after two awful years. Higher gas prices, and broader inflation trends, work
against that, as if we are merely trading one crisis for another. And just as with the
pandemic, no clear end is in sight.
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A refinery in California. Bing Guan/Reuters

Producers vs. low prices
At the onset of the pandemic, demand for fuel collapsed as people stayed home. Once
much of the world reopened, demand returned.

But supply has not kept pace, much like strained supply lines have raised food prices
and impaired the flow of cars, electronics and other goods. By turning much of the
world against a major oil and gas producer in Russia, the war in Ukraine only made
supply problems worse.

Some of the supply issues are by design. OPEC Plus, a cartel of oil-producing
countries that includes Russia, has worked to keep prices — and therefore profits —
as high as possible by limiting supply. The cartel has held fast to its approach.

But it is not just OPEC. American oil companies have deliberately slowed production
after a pair of recent fracking boom-and-bust cycles left them with a glut of supply
and plummeting prices. “Were having the third boom, and these executives don’t
want to have the third bust,” Kloza said.

All of that leaves few good solutions in the short term. Even if public pressure or a
strained market eventually pushes producers to drill more, new production can take
months to spin up, especially given labor and supply shortages. And even if U.S.
producers step up, OPEC Plus could decide to cut back — to keep prices high.

Other potential solutions that lawmakers have mentioned or enacted, like a gas tax
holiday or direct cash relief, could make inflation worse by putting more money in
people’s pockets and keeping demand high without necessarily increasing supply.
“We’re not in a position to help households right now because it would cause more
inflation,” Jason Furman, an economist at Harvard, told me.
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Meanwhile, some experts suggested that the best chance of a quick decline in gas
prices is an outcome nobody wants: a new Covid variant or a recession tanking the
economy and demand.

A cascading problem
Gas prices tend to get disproportionate attention compared to their actual economic
impact, Furman said.

One reason for that: The cost of gas is incredibly transparent, posted on giant signs
across the country. The visibility can make rising gas prices a symbol for broader
inflation trends.

Rachel Ziemba, an energy expert at the Center for a New American Security, said she
was worried that higher gas prices will cause social and political instability. Around
the world, inflation has already prompted protests and even riots. Higher gas prices
in particular have historically led to lower presidential approval ratings, as voters
blame those in charge for inflation and bad economic conditions.

Some experts worry that higher gas prices will eventually hurt Western resolve
against Russia, if Americans and Europeans start to ask whether supporting Ukraine
is worth the price. Recent polls suggest the public is willing to make some sacrifices
for the war effort, but polling also shows increasing discontent with inflation.

So the consequences of rising gas prices are not just to your wallet, but also possibly
geopolitical.
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“CO BE AO CHOANG PO’ bI GIUP bO UKRAINE

C6 ai con nhé c6 bé mdc do choang dé trong bé phim néi tiéng “Ban danh sdch ciia
Schindler” (Schindler's List) vé nan diét ching Do Thdi trong Pé nhi Thé chién? Niam
nay 32 tuéi, hién sinh so”'ng o Ba Lan va sau khi cudc chién Ukraine bung né, cé da
16i ngay viing bién giéi dé hé tro cdc gia dinh Ukraine chay nan.

Gianh 7 Twong vang Oscar, “Bdn danh sach cia Schindler” (1993) cia dao dién
Steven Spielberg thudt lai mot cau chuyén co thuc vé cudc doi mot thwong gia Durc
tén la Oskar Schindler da liéu minh ciru givip hon mét ngan nguoi Do Thdi (sau nay
dwoc goi bang cdi tén “Schindlerjuden”, ticc “nhitng nguoi Do Thdi cua Schindler”)
khoi nan diét ching holocaust ciia Pirc quoc xd bang cdch tuyén ho vdo lam trong
cdc nha may cua minh.

Phim dwoc quay den trdang, nhung duy nhdt ¢é mét canh mét cé bé mdc do choang do
trong liic Krakéw dang bi gidi tan. Trong phim, Schindler nhin thdy c6 bé trong canh
hon loan, va sau d6, nhdn ra thi thé c6 bé dang bi mang di thiéu hiy nho chiéc do do
trén nguoi co. Steven Spielberg noi rang day la mot hinh anh twong trung: Chau Au
biét dén holocaust nhung da thiic thii ngoi nhin hang triéu ngwoi Do Thdi bi dwa vao
Lo thiéu!

Dién vién nhi Oliwia Dgbrowska khi d6 3 tuéi, nhung sy xudt hién ngdn ngii ciia cé
trong phim da khién cé tré thanh métphdn cua lich sir dién anh thé gioi. Hinh anh c6
bé trong phim véi chiéc do chodng dé than tho tai biét khu (ghetto) Do Thdi ¢ c6 do
Krakéw trén nén den trang biéu thi cho “cudc doi khéng co anh sang”, la dzem sang
am anh va day dirt theo y ciia Steven Spielberg, rang “biéu twong ciia sitc song ld

)

nhitng sdc mau”,

Puoc biét, dao dién phim da yéu cau Oliwia Dgbrowska cho xem phim ndy chirng
nao co chua virgt ngu"cmg thanh nién (18 tu6i), nhung rot cuc ¢é bé da xem nam 1én
11 tuoz va thé 6 rang, co rat so hdi. Co luon tw hao voi vai dién ciia minh, khi da ¢
tuéi truong thanh va co dip xem lai nhiéu lan “Ban danh sach cia Schindler”, mot
kiét tac nghé thudt vé dé tai holocaust, bén canh cdc tac phcfm van hoc khac, vi du cua
nha van Kertesz Imre.

Tré lai hién tai, thang 3/2022, Oliwia Dgbrowska dd déing lai tam dnh mang tinh biéu
fwong cua co, nhung thay vi mdc do choang do, cé khoac trén nguoi mau co xanh -
vang cua Ukraine. “Luon la biéu twong cia niém hy vong, hdy dé mét lan nita dwoc
nhu thé”, c6 viét dwdi tam anh. Trong mét ghi chép khdc, Oliwia Dgbrowska kéu goi
moi nguwoi déng gop it nhiéu tity khd nang cho nguwoi dan Ukraine, ké ca viéc lam tinh
nguyén vien.

Va, chinh c6 ciing lam guong trong vai tro mot TNV nang né: cé ké lai da khong kim
dwoc nwde mat khi thdy mét ba me va 2 con vieot qua chang dwong dai dé lanh nan.

“T6i khéng thé néi dwoc hét nhing gi dd dwoc thay, vi khéng nghi ra 16 nao cho
diing. Néu chira bao gio thdy canh nay, sé khéng ai cé thé hinh dung ra con dc méng
trong mdt nhitng nguwoi ty nan”, Oliwia Dgbrowska chia sé cam nghi cd nhan trén
mang Instagram.
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Hién tai, c6 thé 16 rc%ng cung me, chu yéu 0 6 chirc vin dong, thu thap hang ciru tro
cho cdc qudn nhdn Ukraine dang chién ddu 6 tién tuyén, nhung cé ciing dich théan
hodc hé tro' qua mang néu can. Nghfa cir nay rdt dep va cé y nghia, khi dién vién mot
bé phim vé té diét ching phat-xit givip do mot ddn toc bi xam heoc voi ly do * ‘tiéu triv
phat-xit”, tir mét thé ché ma theo nhiéu nguwoi, c6 nhitng biéu hién kha twong dong
v6i Quéc xd thoi xira...

Good morning. A violent weekend in Ukraine shows how Russia’s goals are
shifting.
German Lopez - New York Times

Destruction after Russian bombings in Kramatorsk.Tyler Hicks/The New York Times

The next phase

Russia’s attacks on Ukrainian civilians and soldiers in recent days have made clear
that its withdrawal from northern Ukraine is more an attempt to reset Vladimir
Putin’s invasion than a full retreat. The focus now is on the battle for eastern Ukraine,
where Russian forces have deployed brutal tactics.

Russia struck a train station crowded with civilians in Kramatorsk in the eastern part
of the country on Friday, killing at least 50 people and wounding many more. In a
video of the scene, one woman shouted, “There are so many corpses, there are
children, there are just children!”

Russia has also_reorganized its command in Ukraine. The general now in charge of
the invasion reportedly ordered strikes on civilian neighborhoods during a brutal
Russian campaign in Syria.

Analysts expect Russia to carry out a major offensive toward Dnipro, a city that is a
strategic target in east-central Ukraine. Yesterday, Russian strikes rained down on
the airport there, wounding rescue workers.
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And U.S. analysts saw Russian troops in and around the city of Izium, north of
Kramatorsk, preparing to push on to Dnipro and other strategically important cities.

“We are being encircled. We understand that,” Tetiana, 50, a shopkeeper who works
next to the bombed train station in Kramatorsk, told my colleagues Thomas
Gibbons-Neff and Natalia Yermak yesterday.

Putin’s apparent goal is to cement control over the Donbas region in Ukraine’s east,
where Russia-backed separatists have fought for years, and potentially secure a land
bridge to Crimea in the south, which Russia has controlled since 2014.

Russia will likely continue to bomb cities across the country to keep Ukraine from
sending troops and resources to the east, experts said. But the bulk of Russian
soldiers on the ground — including newly hired mercenaries and Syrian troops —
will set up camp and fight in eastern Ukraine.

Russian officials “have learned some of their lessons,” my colleague Julian Barnes,
who covers national security, told me. “They spread out their forces too much;
theyve realized that. They used poorly trained forces to try to take Kyiv.” He added,
“They underestimated Ukrainians.” (The Washington Post also found other

ways Russia botched the start of its invasion.)

What happens after the battle for the Donbas region, and whether Russian forces will

shift their focus back to the rest of Ukraine, is less clear. “I don’t think anybody can
know right now,” Julian said. “I don’t think Putin can know.”

An abandoned Russian military vehicle near Kharkiv.Tyler Hicks/The New York
Times

An uncertain future
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The success or failure of Russia’s campaign in the east will shape the legacy of
Putin’s war — and Ukraine’s fate.

If the fighting in the east is tough, or if Russia falls short of a clean victory, Putin
might start to look for a way out of the war. If Russia wins more decisively, Putin
could try to push into the rest of Ukraine once again, perhaps aiming to take out
Ukrainian leadership and install a puppet regime.

“I don’t think the Kremlin has abandoned its very maximalist aims,” said Mason
Clark, the lead Russia analyst at the Institute for the Study of War. “It’s just been
forced to revise them downward.”

The conflict is looking more like a war of attrition, Michael Kofman, the director of
Russian studies at the national security think tank CNA, told me. And the violence
could get even worse in the next phase, as Russian forces directly assault Ukrainian
troops and bomb cities in an attempt to cut off Donbas from the rest of the country.

Western officials have said that Putin would like to claim some sort of win by May 9,
when Russia celebrates its victory in World War II. The date could act as a deadline
for Putin’s decision on the next phase of the war. “I’'m not sure the Russian military
could sustain current operations much beyond that anyway,” Clark said.

But some experts were skeptical. “I’'m sure Putin would love to get a total victory in
the Donbas by May 9,” Kofman said. “But you know what happens when he doesn’t
get it? He’ll try to get it the day after.”

Ukraine is 'preparing’ for attack in the east by Russian forces, Zelenskyy says
ABC News

Evgeniy Maloletka/AP

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy warned that an attack from Russian forces
in the east is looming. But he said Ukrainian troops are ready. Because we've been
warned again and again about the possibility.
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Russian offensive on the horizon in Ukraine

"Russian troops will move to even larger operations in the east of our state. They can
use even more missiles against us, even more air bombs,” Zelenskyy said in a
televised address late Sunday.

"But we are preparing for their actions. We will respond. We will be even more active
in providing Ukraine with weapons. We will be more active in the international arena.
We will be even more active in the information field.”

After Russian forces invaded Ukraine from the north, east and south on Feb. 24, they
quickly reached the outskirts of Kyiv, but ultimately failed to seize the Ukrainian
capital and other major cities in the north. Russian forces were met with strong
resistance from Ukrainian troops, despite weeks of relentless bombardment that
decimated entire neighborhoods and claimed civilian lives.

The Russian military announced on March 29 it would scale down activities in the
north around Kyiv and Chernihiv and instead focus its efforts on the "liberation" of
the contested Donbas region in the east, which is home to a mostly Russian-speaking
population.

Russia-backed separatist forces have controlled two breakaway republics of eastern
Ukraine's Donetsk and Luhanks oblasts in Donbas since 2014, following Russia's
annexation of Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula.

The Russian troops that have retreated from northern and northeastern Ukraine in
recent days are now resting and resupplying in neighboring Belarus and Russia,
according to observers, who noted it could take weeks before those troops are
redeployed for a fresh attack in the east.

"At least some of these forces will be transferred to East Ukraine to fight in the
Donbas,” the U.K. Ministry of Defense said in an intelligence update on April 8.

"Many of these forces will require significant replenishment before being ready to
deploy further east with any mass redeployment from the north likely to take at least a
week minimum.”
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Maxar Technologies/Handout via Reuters A satellite image shows armored vehicles
and trucks at the southern end of a military convoy moving south through the town of
Velykyi Burluk, east of Kharkiv, Ukraine, on April 8, 2022.

Nevertheless, NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg warned that "this is a
crucial phase of the war.”

"In the coming weeks, we expect a further Russian push in eastern and southern
Ukraine to try to take the entire Donbas and to create a land bridge to occupied
Crimea," Stoltenberg said at a press conference on April 5.

Satellite images collected on April 8 by Maxar Technologies show a large military
convoy of hundreds of vehicles, including tanks, that extends for at least 8 miles,
moving south through the eastern Ukrainian town of Velykyi Burluk, about 55 miles
east of Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city, and some 65 miles from the border
with Russia.

Ukrainian authorities have warned citizens in the east that this is their last chance to
flee, as Russian forces are expected to push south from Kharkiv and north from
Donetsk in an attempt to encircle the battle-hardened Ukrainian troops in Donbas.

Anatolii Stepanov/AFP via Getty Images A Ukrainian multiple rocket launcher BM-21

"Grad" shells Russian troops' position, near Luhansk, in the Donbas region of eastern
Ukraine, April 10, 2022.

In an interview with The Associated Press published Saturday, Zelenskyy said his

country holds a strong position in the east and at the negotiation table because it

maintains control of the southeastern port city of Mariupol, which has been under
Russian bombardment for more than a month.
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Although Russian forces have failed to capture the strategic port to secure a coastal
corridor to Crimea, artillery and air raids have largely reduced Mariupol to rubble
and killed thousands of residents, according to local officials.

"Mariupol is the heart of this war today,” Zelenskyy told the AP. "The stronger our
position in Mariupol, the stronger our position in the east of the country.”

In his address on Sunday night, Zelenskyy said this coming "week will be no less
important than” the previous ones.

"It will be just as tense and even more responsible. Russia will be even more afraid.
Afraid to lose,” he said.

"I will continue to address the parliaments and nations of the world. We will meet our
partners, leaders of other states in Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities. We will attract
even more funds and resources to help Ukraine.

U.S. Weighs Shift to Support Hague Court as It Investigates Russian Atrocities
The New York Times

Ivor Prickett for The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The Biden administration is vigorously debating how much the
United States can or should assist an investigation into Russian atrocities in Ukraine
by the International Criminal Court in The Hague, according to officials familiar with
internal deliberations.

The Biden team strongly wants to see President Viladimir V. Putin of Russia and
others in his military chain of command held to account. And many are said to
consider the court — which was created by a global treaty two decades ago as a
venue for prosecuting war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide — the body
most capable of achieving that.
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But laws from 1999 and 2002, enacted by lawmakers wary that the court might
investigate Americans, limit the government’s ability to provide support. And the
United States has long objected to any exercise of jurisdiction by the court over
citizens of countries that are not part of the treaty that created it — like the United
States, but also Russia.

The internal debate, described by senior administration officials and others familiar
with the matter on the condition of anonymity, has been partly shaped by a previously
undisclosed 2010 memo by the Justice Department’s Office of Legal Counsel.
Obtained by The New York Times, the memo interprets the scope and limits of
permissible cooperation with the court.

The discussions have also been marked by Pentagon opposition to softening the U.S.
stance, even as congressional Republicans, long skeptics of the court, have signaled
openness to finding a way to help it bring Russian officials to justice.

For now, officials said, the primary focus has been on compiling evidence of apparent
war crimes that are still unfolding — both the details of particular killings and
intelligence that President Biden’s national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, asserted
on Sunday indicates a high-level plan to brutalize the civilian population into
terrorized subjugation.

“This was something that was planned,” he said on ABC’s “This Week, ” adding,
“Make no mistake, the larger issue of broad-scale war crimes and atrocities in
Ukraine lies at the feet of the Kremlin and lies at the feet of the Russian president.”

But the unresolved deliberations about where to channel such intelligence explain
why administration officials have been hazy about where efforts to prosecute Russian
war crimes should center — even as evidence of large-scale atrocities has mounted,
prompting Mr. Biden to label Mr. Putin a “war criminal” and to call for a “war
crimes trial.”

Mpr. Sullivan, was vague, for example, at a news briefing last week when a reporter
asked whether the president envisioned such a prosecution playing out at the
International Criminal Court or some other tribunal.

“We have to consult with our allies and partners on what makes most sense as a
mechanism moving forward,” he said.

“Obviously, the 1.C.C. is one venue where war crimes have been tried in the past, but
there have been other examples in other conflicts of other mechanisms being set up.”

But setting up other venues would raise its own obstacles. Among them, while the
United Nations Security Council in the past helped establish special international
courts to handle conflicts in places like Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, Russia
can veto any Council resolution seeking to establish a tribunal for Ukraine.

There are reasons to doubt that Mr. Putin and other senior Kremlin officials
responsible for the war may ever stand trial, so long as they remain in power and
ensconced in Russia. Still, war-crimes indictments, human rights specialists say, serve
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a “naming and shaming” function even without trials — and can inhibit defendants’
ability to travel abroad.

Another possibility is a nation’s court with jurisdiction over war crimes on Ukrainian
soil. Germany, for example, has war-crimes and crimes-against-humanity laws that
cover the world.

Prosecutors there said in March that they had started gathering evidence of
deliberate attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure, and two former
ministers filed a complaint there last week asking prosecutors to charge Russian

officials.

Ukraine’s own prosecutor general has asked for international help in gathering
evidence. Attorney General Merrick B. Garland said in recent days that
administration officials were working on a multinational effort to shore up Ukraine’s
efforts, while also holding discussions with European counterparts.

Still, with Ukraine under continuing assault, the capacity of its justice system may be
limited. The International Criminal Court, by contrast, is already set up — and it
specializes in conducting this very kind of investigation and prosecution.

Against that backdrop, the State Department has said that the United States
“welcomed the fact” that the court has opened an investigation into the war in
Ukraine, and Biden administration officials are weighing what the United States can
do to help it.

One set of issues is primarily legal. A group of top national security lawyers across
the administration has been wrestling with how to navigate the limits imposed by a
pair of laws that Congress enacted a generation ago. Those laws curtail the aid the
American government may provide to the court, but are ambiguous in places.

The deliberations have centered on a 26-page opinion by the Office of Legal Counsel
that interpreted those laws for the executive branch.

The memo looked at the kinds of assistance that the United States had offered to the
tribunals for war crimes and genocide in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, which
proved crucial to making them work — like sending dozens of experienced Justice
Department prosecutors and contributing more than $500 million to cover
operational costs.

But a 1999 appropriations law bars the government from spending funds to support
the International Criminal Court. The memo concludes that Congress banned both
donating money to the court directly and donating material items, like supplying a
computer system or building a courthouse — and that the law permits no exceptions.

The memo also analyzes a 2002 law, the American Service members Protection Act. It
bars giving the court other kinds of support — like sharing intelligence, training its
staff or lending it personnel. The memo concludes that the United States cannot offer
general institutional support, but can provide such help for “particular cases.”
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Unlike the funding ban, the 2002 law permits “rendering assistance to international
efforts to bring to justice” a list of offenders from that era, like Saddam Hussein and
Osama bin Laden, along with any other foreign citizens who are accused of genocide,
war crimes or crimes against humanity.

Even as administration lawyers struggle with how much wiggle room the government
has as it tries to hold Russia accountable, there are signs of bipartisan interest in
Congress in potentially rescinding or modifying those laws so the United States can
more broadly help the court.

Last month, the Senate unanimously passed a resolution by Senator Lindsey Graham,
Republican of South Carolina, backing any investigation into war crimes committed
by Russian forces and proxies. It praised the International Criminal Court and
encouraged “member states to petition the .C.C.” to investigate and prosecute
Russian atrocities — as at least 41 nations have done.

Mpr. Graham has since been working with Senator Richard J. Durbin of Illinois, the
No. 2 Democrat in the Senate, on what they hope will be fast-track, bipartisan
legislation responding to outrage over events in Ukraine.

Their initial focus, Mr. Graham said in an interview, has been on developing
legislative language to expand the domestic War Crimes Act so that American courts
would have jurisdiction over such crimes by non-citizens abroad.

But Mr. Graham said that the International Criminal Court appeared “to be the only
venue that works” for investigating Mr. Putin. He said Congress would also

“look at the laws on the books and see if they need to be changed to make sure these
investigations can be supported, either financially or to provide any intelligence or
manpower.”

A related issue under discussion among administration officials is whether the United
States should soften its longstanding objection to the court exercising jurisdiction
over citizens from a country that is not a party to its treaty, according to officials.

On the table is whether those decisions should instead depend on whether a
particular country has a functioning justice system that can handle allegations of war
crimes. The rationale is that it would be legitimate for the court to investigate Russian
war crimes because Mr. Putin and his commanders appear to be committing them
with domestic impunity.

Pentagon officials, however, are said to be balking. They contended that moving to a
case-by-case approach would be shortsighted because it would make it harder for the
United States to argue against court investigations into potential war crimes by
American forces, officials said.

Some opponents of changing the American position are also said to have pointed to
Israel — an ally that is also not a party to the treaty. The United States has objected
to an investigation by the court of potential war crimes by Israeli forces.

But calls for shifting the U.S. position are growing louder.
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Mpr. Graham asserted that the court was set up to deal with situations only where the
rule of law has collapsed — unlike the court systems in the United States or Israel, he
said. By contrast, he argued, “there is no rule of law in Russia any more than there
would be in certain parts of Africa” where the court has prosecuted warlords for
atrocities.

And in a Washington Post opinion column last week, John Bellinger, a national
security lawyer in the George W. Bush administration, and Christopher J. Dodd, a
former Democratic senator who was responsible for adding the exception to the 2002
law, argued that “U.S. support for an I.C.C. investigation of Russian war crimes
would not constitute a double standard or be inconsistent with U.S. objections to the
court’s claimed jurisdiction over U.S. personnel.”

While most of the world’s democracies joined the court a generation ago — including
close U.S. allies like Britain — many American leaders were wary, fearing that it
could be used or misused someday to prosecute American forces.

In 2000, President Bill Clinton signed the 1998 treaty creating the court, known as
the Rome Statute, but he also called it flawed and never submitted it to the Senate for
ratification. Two years later, Mr. Bush essentially withdrew that signature.

Still, by 2008, Mr. Bellinger — then the top State Department lawyer — declared that
the United States accepted the “reality” of the court, acknowledging that it “enjoys a
large body of international support.” The Obama administration bolstered its

efforts to prosecute warlords in Africa, offering rewards for the capture of fugitives
indicted by the court.

Relations plunged during the Trump administration, when a top prosecutor for the
court tried to investigate the torture of terrorism detainees during the Bush
administration. The government imposed sanctions on court personnel, and Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo denounced it as corrupt.

But in 2021, the Biden administration revoked those sanctions and a new top
prosecutor dropped the investigation.

In light of that history, the unanimous vote for the Senate resolution supporting the
International Criminal Court represented a striking change. Mr. Graham attributed
that shift to the “war crimes spree” by Mr. Putin.

“I would say this is one of Putin’s bigger accomplishments,” Mr. Graham said. “I
didn’t think it was possible but he did it — and that’s for him to rehabilitate the 1.C.C.
in the eyes of the Republican Party and the American people.”

Russia says it will sue if forced into a default — which would be the country's first
sovereign debt default in over a century
Huileng Tan (htan@insider.com) - Business Insider
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Business Insider Russia's Finance Minister Anton Siluanov said the country would
sue if it's forced into a sovereign debt default. Alexey Maishev/Getty Images

Russia is facing a historic default after the US blocked the country's dollar debt
payments. Russia then paid in rubles, and its finance minister said the country would
sue if it was forced to default.

On Friday, S&P downgraded Russia's foreign currency payments to a "selective

default.”

Russia's finance minister said the country would take legal action if it's forced to
default on its external debt, the Izvestia newspaper reported on Monday.

Russia is facing a historic sovereign default after the US Treasury blocked the
country's dollar payment to international bondholders last week. Russia last defaulted
on its foreign debt more than a century ago, in 1917 during the Bolshevik Revolution.

"Of course, we will sue, because we have taken all the necessary steps to ensure that
investors receive their payments," Finance Minister Anton Siluanov told the
pro-Krelim Izvestia in an interview. He did not elaborate on specific actions.

Sanctions hamper Russia's foreign currency debt payments, as they need to go
through international intermediaries. Even so, Russia had managed to meet its debt
obligations until last Monday, when the US blocked its dollar payments in the
greenback. The Kremlin responded by transferring the money in rubles.

The splinter-net in pictures: What the internet looks like for Russians right now
Facebook, Instagram, the BBC, and many other sites are blocked by the Russian state
and Russian ISPs.
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Russians who try and access these sites from Russia without a VPN will run into error
messages.

This is the "Splinter-net" in action.

Truth, as the saying goes, is the first casualty of war.

Eight days after Russia invaded Ukraine, its communications agency Roskomnadzor
cut off access to foreign news sites including the BBC, Deutsche Welle, and Voice of
America.

It also banned Facebook, which chief operating officer Sheryl Sandberg attributed to
the firm's fact-checks of Russian state media posts.

Roskomnadzor went on to ban Instagram for the country's 80 million users, sending
shockwaves across Russia's influencer industry. Russia's Prosecutor General's Olffice
asked a court to designate Meta, which owns Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram,
as an extremist organization.

This is a real-time example of the so-called "Splinter-net," said Andrew Sullivan,
president of the Internet Society nonprofit group.

Russia's bans mark "the splintering of the internet along geographical, political,
commercial, and/or technological boundaries" he said, and are "the antithesis of how
the internet was designed and meant to function.”

Russia's internet was not totally free before the invasion. LinkedlIn is banned, and
TikTok was already censored. But state censorship has escalated with the war, as the
Kremlin attempts to hide the fact that the war hasn't so far gone as planned from
Russia's estimated 122 million internet users.

WhatsApp is still working in the country. After YouTube, the messaging service is the
most widely used social media site in the country: over 65% of Russian internet users
are active on the platform monthly, according to data from eMarketer.

To see what the internet looks like for users inside Russia, Insider tracked the DNS
rejections of various Russian ISPs, using the Open Observatory of Network
Interference (OONI) explorer.

Insider worked with OONI's researchers as well as analysts at ToplO0VPN who were
able to take a look at what the BBC news site looks like in Russia using the Astrill
Virtual Private Network (VPN).

Russia censors websites in different ways according to OONI, issuing a list of sites to
internet providers to block themselves or throttling services "in a centralized way." In
practice, Russians can circumvent blocks through VPNs, meaning censorship will be
piecemeal.

Here's how Russia's internet will look for those without a VPN:

"If an economic and financial war is waged against our country, we are forced to
react, while fulfilling all our obligations. If we are not allowed to do it in foreign
currency, we do it in rubles,” Siluanov told Izvestia.
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On at least two earlier occasions, the Kremlin accused the West of trying to engineer
an "artificial default” with its sanctions — a sentiment Siluanov echoed to the
Izvestia.

"The Russian Federation tried in good faith to pay off external creditors,” Siluanov
told the media outlet. "Nevertheless, the deliberate policy of Western countries is to
artificially create a man-made default by all means.”

Ratings agency S&P Global downgraded Russia's foreign currency payments to a
"selective default’ on Friday.

"We currently don't expect that investors will be able to convert those ruble payments
into dollars equivalent to the originally due amounts, or that the government will
convert those payments within a 30-day grace period,” S&P Global said in the note
announcing the downgrade.

The ratings agency said it expects sanctions against Russia to be intensified in the
coming weeks, "hampering Russia's willingness and technical abilities to honor the
terms and conditions of its obligations to foreign debt-holders."

Zelensky on NATO: ‘no longer interested in their diplomacy’
Monique Beals - The Hill

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who has urged NATO to take stronger
actions throughout Russia’s invasion, said in an interview that aired Sunday he is “no
longer interested in their diplomacy.”

“When you're working in diplomacy, there are no results. All of this is very
bureaucratic,” Zelensky said in an interview with CBS’s “60 Minutes.”

“That’s why the way I am talking to them is absolutely justified. I don’t have any
more lives to give. I don’t have any more emotions. I'm no longer interested in their
diplomacy that leads to the destruction of my country,” the president added.

Since the unprovoked military invasion of Ukraine began on Feb. 24, Zelensky
has referred to NATO as “weak” and “under confident,” while also previously
pushing for Ukraine’s membership in the body.

“Knowing that new strikes and casualties are inevitable, NATO deliberately decided
not to close the sky over Ukraine,” Zelensky said in an earlier video, urging the
security alliance to think about “all those people who will die because of you.”

“Because of your weakness, because of your disunity, all the alliance has managed to
do so far is to carry fifty tons of diesel fuel for Ukraine,” he said in March. “Is this
the alliance you were building?”
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NATO has said it “condemns in the strongest possible terms Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine” and last week called for Russian President Viadimir Putin to
“withdraw all his forces from Ukraine without conditions and engage in genuine
diplomacy.”

Zelenskyy defiant in speech to NATO summit after month long Russian invasion
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has also said that the invasion “has
already had long-term consequences” that will require the alliance to “adapt to that
reality.”

“NATO is the most successful alliance in history for two reasons. One is that we have
been able to unite Europe and North America. The other is that we have been able to
change when the world is changing. Now the world is changing and NATO is
changing,” the secretary-general added.

Later in Sunday’s interview with CBS, Zelensky added that he was “not disappointed”
with President Joe Biden’s response to the crisis.

“I don’t know how another president in his place would help us. I don’t know. It’s
difficult,” he said.

“We have a good relationship,” he added, speaking of Biden.

“Ukraine depends on the support of the United States and I, as the leader of a country
of war, I can only be grateful.”

Biden has also rejected Ukrainian demands for a no-fly zone, and nixed a Polish plan
to transfer fighter jets into the country.

However, the U.S. has sent hundreds of millions of dollars worth of weapons to
Ukraine, including missile systems and lethal drones.

Russian Warlord Shares Maps Showing, He Says, 'Point by Point' Attack Plan
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek

Screengrab/Telegram/@RKadyrov 95
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Ramzan Kadyrov, the strongman leader of Chechnya, claimed Monday that he was
sent maps by Russian commanders that show a "point by point” attack plan for
Ukraine, including conquering the capital, Kyiv.

"[ received the reports and maps at 2 a.m.,” Kadyrov, the head of Russia's Chechen
Republic, said in a video posted on his Telegram channel early on Monday. "The
points are marked, the tasks are clear. And we are already starting to work
specifically, point by point last year and in the lead up.”

Pentagon: Russian Troops Are ‘Repositioning’ Not Withdrawing From Kyiv
"There will be more offensive work—not only in Mariupol, but also in all other
settlements, towns and villages, ” said Kadyrov, who was appointed president of the

Chechen Republic in 2007.

"Luhansk and Donetsk—first of all we will liberate them. This task has been set by the
commander-in-chief, President Viadimir Putin," claimed Kadyrov, who has been been
a staunch supporter of Putin.

"And then we will conquer Kyiv and all other cities," he said, before appearing to
backtrack by adding: "Our goal is not to take towns, but to destroy all these Banderas,
Nazis and shaytans [devils, meaning infidels] which are fighting on Ukraine's side."

"Banderas" refers to Stepan Bandera, a World War Il-era Ukrainian politician and
Nazi-collaborator.

Putin describes his invasion of Ukraine as a "special military operation" that seeks to
"denazify" and "demilitarize" the country.

Kadyrov has been repeatedly accused by international NGOs of human rights
violations in Chechnya. He denies the allegations. It wasn't immediately clear
whether Kadyrov was attempting to spread false intelligence regarding Putin's
military strategy in Ukraine.

Newsweek has contacted Russia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs for comment.
Kadyrov's claims that Russian forces will launch an offensive on Kyiv come not long
after the Kremlin said it would withdraw troops and scale back military operations in
the region around the Ukrainian capital.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov said in a statement on March 21 that
Russia "no longer dreams of capturing Kyiv" amid signs of a weakened and slowing
Russian advance toward the city.

On April 6, a senior U.S. defense official assessed that Russia had completed its
withdrawal from around Kyiv.

"We are assessing that all the Russians have left," the official, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said, noting that Kyiv still remained under threat even without the
presence of Russian troops in the region.

"The threat of [a] ground invasion [of Kyiv] is clearly gone for the moment... but it's
not clear what their longer-range goals are," the official said.
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in an interview broadcast Sunday
on CBS' 60 Minutes said Ukraine is "not ready to give away our country."”

Russian Students Turn in 'Traitor' Teachers Who Speak Against Ukraine War
Natalie Colarossi - Newsweek

As Russia continues to promote a fierce campaign of censorship amid the ongoing
war in Ukraine, some students are turning on their teachers—and getting them
fired—for speaking out.

OLGA MALTSEVA/AFP/Getty Images The letter "Z," a symbol of support for Russia's
ongoing war in Ukraine, is prominently seen in Saint Petersburg on April 8, 2022, as
Russia works to stifle any dissent about the invasion.

At least four teachers across the country have recently been turned in to authorities
by students or parents for engaging in anti-war speech, The Washington

Post reported Sunday. In some cases, students have secretly recorded instructors, who
made negative comments about the invasion, before contacting the police.

One teacher in western Russia, Irina Gen, was criminally investigated and forced to
resign from her position after she explained to students that Ukraine is a "sovereign
state,”” according to the Post.

Gen was answering a question about why Russia was barred from attending a
European sports competition when she began criticizing the ongoing war.

"So long as Russia doesn't behave itself in a civilized way, this will go on forever,”
she told students, adding that Russia "wanted to get to Kyiv, to overthrow Zelensky
and the government. This is a sovereign state,” she said. "There's a sovereign
government there.”
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The teacher later told students, who disagreed with her, that Russia has accepted a
"totalitarian regime” where dissent is considered "a crime of thought.” She didn't
realize it at the time, but her students were recording her speech and turned in a copy
to local authorities, the Post said.

Similarly, Marina Dubrova, an English teacher on the Russian island of Sakhalin,
was recently fired and fined after students recorded her calling the war a mistake and
stating that Ukraine is its own country, The New York Times reported.

A recording of her comments was played during a court hearing, where a judge ruled
that Dubrova had "publicly discredited” the Russian army and handed her a $400
fine. Her school later fired her for engaging in "amoral behavior.”

"It's as though they've all plunged into some kind of madness,” Dubrova said in an
interview published Saturday in the Times.

The recent examples are reminiscent of Soviet-era policies, and highlight a growing
polarization within Russian society. Since Russian President Viadimir Putin first
ordered troops to invade Ukraine on February 24, the nation has

effectively criminalized any public opposition, or independent media coverage, about
the ongoing war.

Last month, Putin signed a law that makes it illegal to call the war an "invasion” and
prohibits any information that could discredit its military. The Russian government
has also moved to ban popular social media sites, including Facebook and Instagram,
in order to prevent the spread of so-called "disinformation” and negative comments
about the war.

The staunch censorship and propaganda has even led to pro-war Russians publishing
online lists of "traitors and enemies" and turning against their own neighbors in
order to expose anti-Russian sentiments, according to the Post.

"After a rather significant period of freedom...fear has returned to Russian society,
and informants have become more active against those who express disagreement
with the authorities,” Nikita Petrov, a historian at the human-rights group Memorial,
told the news outlet.

Newsweek contacted Russia's foreign ministry for additional comment.

How a private aviation company is helping nonprofits transport supplies to Ukraine
in support of the global airlift
Taylor Rains - Business Insider
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Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine. Pictured are airport staff
loading cargo.

Private aviation consultancy Private Jet Services has coordinated the transport of
thousands of meals to Ukraine. The company works with NGOs to organize airlift
shipments from the US to Poland, which are then trucked to Ukraine.

PJS provides logistical support, like processing paperwork, finding available
freighters, and planning the flights. Since Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24,
countries and carriers have launched vital humanitarian efforts to help the Ukrainian
people. For example, in early March, Hungary-based Wizz Air offered 100,000 free
seats to Ukrainian refugees fleeing the nation.

Wizz Air
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A European low-cost airline is offering Ukrainians 100,000 free plane tickets from
neighboring countries.

Meanwhile, American Airlines has created a fundraiser to support UNICEF's Change
for Good program that helps families gain access to basic necessities.

American Airlines aircraft. AP Photo/Steven Senne
Several non-government organizations (NGOs) have also jumped into action, with

some focusing on getting life-saving supplies to Ukraine, like food and medical
equipment.

Two Ukrainian volunteers unpack shopping carts full of supplies. Andrey Liscovich
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However, air-freight constraints worldwide have caused delays in getting some
supplies to Ukraine. Moreover, some countries are hesitant to help Ukraine because
of pressure from Russia.

Because of the logistical and political obstacles, North American private charter
consultancy Private Jet Services (PJS) has initiated its own relief effort.

Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine. Private Jet Services
PJS CEO Greg Raiff told Insider that, in partnership with several NGOs, the

company has begun coordinating the shipment of meals-ready-to-eat (MRE) and
medical kits to Poland via air transport.

Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine. Private Jet Services
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Once the supplies arrive via air, they are then driven to Ukraine on trucks. Each
shipment has 59,136 MREs, according to the company.

UN Refugee Agency staff load a truck with supplies for Ukraine in Rzeszow,
southeastern Poland (not PJS’ supplies). Petros Giannakouris/AP Photos

Seven planes have been flown to Poland to date, including Airbus A340s, Boeing 767s,
and a Boeing 777. The company also helped coordinate last-minute relief efforts
during the Afghanistan crisis in August.

An Air Europa plane assisting with the evacuation of Afghanistan refugees. PJS
coordinated some of these evacuations, but not this particular flight. Pablo Blazquez
Dominguez/Getty
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Raiff explained that PJS does not operate the aircraft itself, but rather uses its
resources to locate available cargo planes when a load of goods gets put together by
one of the NGOs in the US. Then, it coordinates the charter flight to Poland.

Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine. Pictured are airport staff
loading cargo.

He told Insider that while these are airliners being flown, it is a private charter
operation. "I think people would be willing to move one Gulfstream-worth of bullet

proof vests, but the plane is small by comparison and really wouldn't move the
needle," Raiff said.

Gulfstream G650ER. Power Sport Images/Getty Images
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Specifically, he explained PJS uses passenger jets that airlines have made available
in the charter market for on-demand missions, like relief flying to Ukraine.

Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine. Pictured is an Airbus A340.

"Several of the airlines are what we call "zero-LOPA" aircraft, meaning you take a
passenger planes and take the seats out, then you boatload the upper deck and still
use the pallet or container cargo down below," Raiff explained.

Converting a Boeing 767-300ER to a cargo plane. Israel Aerospace Industries
He also said that there is a lot of legal work that goes into shipping abroad because
of the licenses needed to export goods from the US and import goods to Europe.
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California governor packs boxes to ship to Ukraine. State of California

"It doesn't matter if there is a war going on, the amount of paperwork involved to use
an aircraft to transport non-lethal equipment is still shockingly huge even though we
know the purpose of sending MREs to Poland these days," Raiff told Insider.

Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine.

Having idle aircraft standing by waiting on paperwork to airlift the goods would
waste millions of dollars, Raiff explained, so that's why PJS comes in to organize the
operation.
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Italian Civil Protection ships medical supplies to Ukraine. Emanuele
Cremaschi/Getty Images

"We are the 'air arm’ for the NGOs that provides the lift and logistical support so
things can get moving," he said.

Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine.

Raiff said he has a great team of people that have supported the operation, and it's
what gets them up in the morning. "The team has gotten really good at tracking and

knowing where every transport category aircraft is that may be available for
charter," he said.
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Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine.

PJS' relief flying has contributed to the world effort to get humanitarian shipments to
Ukraine.

Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine.

"We all clearly have a moral obligation to help out if we possibly can," Raiff said.
"We're not looking to carry lethal ammunition or anything of a war-fighting nature,
we are simply looking to move supplies and equipment to help people survive.”
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Private Jet Services humanitarian relief for Ukraine.

Rheinmetall ready to supply up to 50 tanks to Ukraine
Reuters

Reuters/THILO SCHMUELGEN

BERLIN (Reuters) - Military equipment maker Rheinmetall is preparing to supply up
to 50 used Leopard 1 battle tanks to Ukraine, the Handelsblatt newspaper reported on
Monday, citing the group's CEO.
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Rheinmetall could deliver the first tanks in six weeks and the rest over the following
three months through its subsidiary Rheinmetall Italia if it gets a green light from the
German government, Chief Executive Armin Papperger told Handelsblatt.

Papperger said Ukrainian soldiers could be trained on the Leopard 1 within a few
days if they are already skilled military personnel.

Some German government politicians have said it takes too long to train Ukrainians
to handle Western weapons, and it was better to send equipment they can operate
right away.

Handelsblatt reported that politicians from Germany's coalition government, made up
of Social Democrats, the Greens and Free Democrats, and are open to a possible
delivery of the Leopard tanks, the newspaper reported.

"You have to be trained a bit more intensively on the Leopard 1. But if the Ukrainians
want the tank, a way should be found,” Marcus Faber, defence policy spokesperson
for the Free Democrats' parliamentary group, told the paper.

Economy Minister Robert Habeck said on Monday weapons from Germany for
Ukraine should be delivered quickly because Russia's attack from the east is
imminent.

"With the decision to support Ukraine with weapons, Germany made an obligation,’
Habeck said.

)

Following Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which began on Feb. 24, Germany has
reversed a long-standing policy of not sending weapons to conflict zones and Berlin
has supplied Kyiv with anti-tank weapons and missiles.

Russian President Viladimir Putin sent his troops into Ukraine on what he calls a
"special military operation” to demilitarize and "denazify” Ukraine. Ukraine and the
West say Putin launched an unprovoked war of aggression.

Rheinmetall's Leopard 1 battle tank is a predecessor model of the Leopard 2 currently
in service with the German armed forces, and the armies using it have returned it to
the supplier while upgrading their equipment, Handelsblatt reported.
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