The latest News Around Us in May #1
A staggering refugee burden evokes a haunting history in Polish capital
Laura King - LA Times
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Eighty years ago, Adolf Hitler nearly wiped Warsaw off the map. Now, a city whose
history is written in ash and blood, an age-old crossroads of wartime tragedy, is
bursting with Ukrainian refugees.
Poland has taken in more people fleeing the conflict in Ukraine than all other
countries combined, the United Nations says. Of the more than 5.3 million people who
have sought shelter outside the country, almost 3 million crossed into Poland.
Some have moved on to other European countries; others have made the journey back,
although the war is still raging and their homeland remains battered and dangerous.
But about a tenth of those arrivals — an estimated 300,000 people, almost all of them
women and children — are in the Polish capital, straining a city where social services
were already stretched. Day care and cancer treatment, classroom spots and
affordable housing, counseling and physical therapy are now in short supply.
“We are full,” said Mayor Rafal Trzaskowski. “We’re at capacity.”
With the war in Ukraine in its third month and no diplomatic solution in sight, some
are wondering how long Polish hospitality for neighbors in desperate need will last
before there's a backlash. In a matter of weeks, the city’s population jumped by nearly
one-fifth.
“I’m pretty sure at some point there will be resentment,” said Karolina Lukasiewicz,
a migration researcher at the University of Warsaw.
“It’s all a massive, massive challenge.”
As Poland is hailed by the Biden administration as an indispensable ally in the
Western front against Russian aggression, the country’s internal political tensions,

and its right-wing government’s quarrels with the European Union, have been
relegated to the background. But they won’t stay there indefinitely.
And the painful contrast between the opening of homes and hearts to Ukrainians,
overwhelmingly white and Christian, after mainly Middle Eastern migrants were left
to freeze in the forests of the blockaded border with Belarus, is a source of shame for
many Poles.
“It’s racism — there’s just not another word for it,” said Maciej Kisilowski, an
associate professor of law at Central European University in Vienna.
Still, among ordinary people and disparate organizations that are offering assistance
to the Ukrainians, this is a fateful moment — when the ghosts of the past mingle the
horrors of the present.
“How could we not do everything?” said Leslaw Piszewski, a leader of Warsaw’s
Jewish community, whose rescue efforts began in the war’s first hours. “Here, in this
place, with all that has happened here, how can we not do everything to help?”
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Ukraine since Russian troops invaded the country.
At a well-appointed Warsaw shopping mall, Nadia Fortuna, a 28-year-old manicurist
who fled Ukraine weeks ago with her son and mother, studied nail polish colors at a
cosmetics kiosk. Neon blue, hot pink, acid green.
Fortuna had packed the tools of her trade when she tearfully kissed her mechanic
husband goodbye and boarded a train out of Ukraine, leaving their home near Lviv.
But now she needed a wide selection of colors for what she hoped would be new
Polish customers for manicure and pedicure services she plans to provide from a
home in exile she had yet to find.

A donor had earmarked 1,000 Polish zlotys, about $225, as seed money for the
manicure project. Zosia Radziwill, a 32-year-old Polish volunteer who has become a
fast friend, offered a distraction of quick, bright patter when the bill came to a bit
more than that.
“Don’t tell her!” she murmured, surreptitiously making up the difference from her
own pocket.
She and Fortuna, who is tall and black-haired with a calm demeanor, were laughing
together over a misunderstanding — one of countless linguistic confusions, although
the languages have a degree of overlay — based the similarity of respective
Ukrainian and Polish words for smelling and hearing.
One was talking about scent, her friend was thinking of sound, and both were
momentarily puzzled. A translation app solved the mystery.
Radziwill, who has enlisted a large network of friends on social media to find
temporary housing and other services for the refugees, said she was initially worried
about how the country would respond.
“I was afraid of xenophobia,” she said. “But it’s not happening. At least not yet.”
While her son ran over to a giant sculpted likeness of an ice cream cone outside a
confectioner’s stand, blissfully throwing his arms around it, Fortuna took advantage
of a moment out of his hearing to talk about their new life in Warsaw.
“I feel welcome,” she said. “But I worry all the time. About everything.”
The hardest thing, she said, was when Tymur asked when he would see his father,
who, like most fighting-age men — those 18 to 60 — was required to remain behind in
Ukraine.
Every day, many times a day, the little boy posed the question. Today? Tomorrow?
Next week?
Suddenly, Fortuna was in tears. Radziwill hugged her.
When the war next door broke out, school principal Tomasz Remiszewski knew he had
to act. His district, in Warsaw's Bialoleka suburb, was one of the city’s
fastest-growing, with a large and yet unfilled wing of classrooms.
Within a matter of days, the first more than 150 Ukrainian students — a quarter of the
number of existing pupils — were settling in at Primary School No. 361, which was
already festooned with paper hearts in blue and yellow, the colors of the Ukrainian
flag.
School administration, Remiszewski said, can be a lumbering bureaucracy, and he
quickly faced multiplying challenges: scrambling to find Ukrainian-language
instructors and invoking a heretofore little-used regulation about the temporary
waiving of in-country professional credentials.
Getting the classrooms furnished and ready. Making swift changes to a budget
allocated months in advance. And most importantly, talking to the kids and their
parents, new and old.
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An educator for 22 years, Remiszewski said he knew the Ukrainian students could not
keep up with instruction that was all in Polish, yet he did not want them to be in “a
sort of ghetto.” He rushed to find ways to integrate activities: sports, arts, mingling
for meals.
But he said it was the students, who range in age from 7 to 15, who took the lead.
It hasn’t been without bumps. One day, two boys got in a fight, a schoolyard
commonplace — except that one was Ukrainian and the other Polish. The Polish
youngster emerged bloodied; the Ukrainian boy’s mother was panicked and mortified.
Remiszewski rushed to smooth things over.
“It wasn’t politics or anything like that!” he said, calling it “sport emotion.”
Plus, he added with the barest hint of an eye roll: They're 14.
For foreign pupils, the question of language can be fraught. Kids can quickly pick up
a new tongue, but doing so, perhaps leaving their parents behind in comprehension
and speaking ability, can be a heavy emotional burden.
“Some of the kids don’t want to learn Polish, because they have the idea that it means
they’re giving up on the idea of going home,” said Remiszewski, whose family has
taken in a math teach from Kyiv. “I ask their parents if they’re going to stay or go —
back to Ukraine, further west to Germany or the U.K., and all they can say is that
they don’t know.”
Some of the younger students have learned to write their names in the modified
Roman alphabet used in Polish, while others use Ukrainian-language Cyrillic
lettering. On a bulletin board, drawings of flowers by the youngest children bore their
names, signed in both.

The artwork can be telling; older Ukrainian students’ depictions of a seemingly
placid forested landscape were mainly executed in dark, brooding tones.
Human nature, with all its jealousies, is a factor in daily interactions with parents
and pupils alike.
The earliest wave of refugees included some affluent Ukrainians who drove into
Poland from towns near the border. Some Polish parents, seeing a few of the new kids
dropped off in expensive cars, voiced irritation about special aid, such as subsidized
lunches, being made available to the new arrivals.
“So I asked them, ‘Would you like to change places with them?’ ” said Remiszewski.
“'I asked, 'Would you rather be the one to have lost your home, your livelihood, to
have loved ones who died, to be afraid for your country and whether it will continue
to exist — all that, in order to have a free meal?' " he said.
That silenced the complaints. At least for now.

Czarek Sokolowski / Associated Press Volunteers at an accommodation center at the
Global EXPO exhibition hall in Warsaw in April 2022.
Municipal gestures of solidarity with the refugees, even if heartfelt, are sometimes
largely symbolic. The Warsaw city government announced this month, with some
fanfare, that it was designating a derelict and longtime legally contested Russian
compound on the city’s southern outskirts for use by Ukrainian refugees.
But the boarded-up, water-stained complex — dubbed “Spyville” by locals in
reference to nefarious theories over its Soviet-era purposes — would require
extensive renovation before it was suitable for those seeking to start new lives.
The Polish government has quickly allowed Ukrainians to get social security numbers
to be able to legally work. Many of the arrivals, though, are mindful that — as
happens with refugees everywhere, some doctors end up driving taxis, professors
painting houses — they will need to take whatever work they can find.

Olga Budina, 35, worked in a computer store in her hometown outside Lviv, but with
a child to support, she expects to turn to menial labor. “I could be a cleaner, maybe?”
she said tentatively. Her 6-year-old son looked up with the same somber, unflinching
look many of the refugee children have, his eyes never leaving her face.
Bitter herbs, melodious chants, a narrative of exodus: With Ukrainian sunflowers for
centerpieces, Warsaw’s Jewish community welcomed the strangers among them on
the first night of Passover, which fell this year on April 15.
Larysa Vefmymenko, a 72-year-old documentary filmmaker from Kyiv, isn’t Jewish,
but she said she felt at home, marking the holiday with new friends. It was, as well, a
distraction about her fears for loved ones back in the Ukrainian capital.
“When we crossed the border, we found love and welcome,” she said.
Terese Shiechowska, who has hosted Vefmymenko in her home for several weeks, said
she and other members of Warsaw’s small Jewish community — one of the largest in
Europe before World War II, making up nearly a third of the city's prewar population
— had no hesitation about doing what she could to help.
“It’s a mitzvah,” she said. “Everything that’s happening, it’s right next door.”
Piszewski, the Jewish community leader, said the tales of escape he heard in his first
days and nights on the Polish-Ukrainian border, where he rushed after the outbreak
of fighting, had a haunting familiarity.
“A car but no gas, or gas but no car, a woman and her three kids who haven’t slept
for three nights, people who are running away and don’t know what to do, people
with suitcases, or only with the clothes they’re wearing,” he said. “Every Jew knows
what this means.”
Although the community initially searched for Ukrainian Jews to assist, the net has
been cast wider and includes non-Jewish volunteers to help refugees. One of
Piszewski’s key partners in coordinating housing, transport and medical care for
hundreds of the new arrivals has been an Orthodox priest.
Piszewski, 66, is a child of Holocaust survivors, Polish Jews who hid away during the
war and concealed their true identities afterward out of fear. He did not learn of his
heritage until he was a teenager.
“The will to help exists — it’s like a flame of goodwill,” he said.
“For me, there’s something magic about this work.”
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For Fortuna, the Ukrainian manicurist, it was an auspicious day — lucky, even, in the
context of terrors and setbacks that have marked the weeks since Feb. 24, when the
war began.
She, her mother, her son and her teenage brother were being offered a Warsaw
apartment at far below market rate, courtesy of Radziwill's network of friends.
In a run-down but gentrifying district, the fifth-floor flat was bare, but it had big
windows and a balcony. As Fortuna paced the room, measuring where beds would go,
Radziwill was on her phone, scouring a spreadsheet of donated furniture — “Oh, look,
nice couch.”
The living room would serve as a bedroom for Fortuna, her mother, Iryna, and little
Tymur, and the small bedroom would be a workspace for giving manicures, with a
daybed for Dmytro, the brother. There was a day-care center across the street.
It could all work, they decided, and fell to quickly conferring: the refrigerator, it can
stay. That shelf can go over there. Looking around, a little of the tension melted from
Fortuna’s face. It was a home — if only a temporary, tenuous one. Until they could
return to Ukraine.
“Everything,” she said, “is enough.”

Russia Suffers Another Fire at a Supply Depot as It Advances in Eastern Ukraine
James Marson, Ann M. Simmons - The Wall Street Journal

An ammunition depot caught fire near Russia’s border with Ukraine, a local official
said, the latest in a series of incidents to afflict Moscow’s military facilities in recent
weeks that could pressure supply lines to its forces.
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The fire at the depot in a village near Belgorod, around 15 miles from the Ukrainian
border, was extinguished by early morning Wednesday, according to Vyacheslav
Gladkov, the regional governor.
Authorities also reported blasts in Russia’s Kursk and Voronezh regions, which are
adjacent to Ukraine. The regions’ governors said air-defense systems shot down
drones in the early hours of Wednesday.
The incidents follow a series of similar events in recent weeks in the regions
neighboring eastern Ukraine, where Russia is attempting to seize territory. Russian
officials said two Ukrainian helicopters struck an oil-storage facility on the outskirts
of Belgorod on April 1. Fires broke out at two fuel-storage depots in the Bryansk
region on Monday.
Russia said the flagship of its Black Sea Fleet, the missile cruiser Moskva, sank in a
storm after an ammunition explosion on board on April 14, while the U.S. said it was
struck by Ukrainian missiles. Ukrainian officials have hinted at some involvement in
the incidents without expressly acknowledging them.
“Sooner or later, debts have to be repaid,” Mykhailo Podolyak, a Ukrainian
presidential adviser, wrote on Telegram on Wednesday. “Karma is a cruel thing.”
Keir Giles, a Russian security expert at the Chatham House think tank in London,
said Russia often suffers from accidents and disasters related to negligence and other
factors, so the involvement of Ukraine was unclear so long as it didn’t take
responsibility for the incidents.

“The system suffers from self-inflicted injuries in peacetime,” said Mr. Giles. “When
put under additional strain of an offensive war, it is no surprise that the rate of
natural accidents should increase.”
Russia, meanwhile, said it halted gas flows to Poland and Bulgaria beginning
Wednesday, marking a significant escalation in the economic conflict between
Moscow and the West.
Moscow has been trying to strengthen its faltering currency by insisting customers
pay in rubles, raising the prospect that Russia could shut off gas flows to other
European countries in response to the sweeping economic sanctions imposed by the
West for its invasion of Ukraine. Russia’s finance minister, Anton Siluanov, said
Wednesday that Russia’s oil production this year could decline by as much as 17%
due to the sanctions.
Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European Commission, decried the
announcement from Russian gas company Gazprom as blackmail and said European
Union states are working to secure alternative sources of energy and coordinate
storage plans across the bloc.
“This is unjustified and unacceptable,” she said. “And it shows once again the
unreliability of Russia as a gas supplier.”
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday again warned of dire consequences
for any country that intends to “interfere in the ongoing events from the outside and
create strategic threats for Russia that are unacceptable to us,” in remarks to the
Russian Federal Assembly’s Council of Legislators in Russia’s second city of St.
Petersburg.
“They should know that our response to counter strikes will be lightning fast,” Mr.
Putin said.
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov had told Russian media on Monday that the
West was now engaged in a proxy war with Russia by arming and assisting Ukraine,
and that it could escalate into a global conflict with nuclear weapons.
U. S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, speaking to reporters at Ramstein Air Base in
Germany on Tuesday, said “any bluster about the possible use of nuclear weapons is
dangerous and unhelpful.”
V.
Mr. Austin met with defense officials from more than 40 countries in Germany and
said that the U.S. and its allies would continue to meet Ukraine’s needs, adding that
the stakes of the conflict “reach beyond Ukraine and even Europe.”
President Biden is scheduled to speak about the war in Ukraine on Thursday, the
White House said.
Russia’s Federal Security Service, meanwhile, said Wednesday that two Russian
citizens were detained as they were allegedly preparing to sabotage a
transport-infrastructure site in Belgorod.

The agency said the suspects were supporters of Ukrainian nationalists and had sent
data about Russian servicemen participating in Moscow’s military operation in
Ukraine to the Kyiv-based Peacemaker, a website that publishes the personal
information of people who allegedly commit crimes against Ukraine and the country’s
national security.
The Wall Street Journal couldn’t independently verify the agency’s report of an
attempted sabotage.
Russia’s Defense Ministry said Wednesday that its forces had launched
high-precision, long-range sea-based Kalibr missiles at the southeastern Ukrainian
city of Zaporizhzhia, where they destroyed hangars at an aluminum plant containing
a “large batch of foreign weapons and ammunition supplied by the U.S. and
European countries for Ukrainian troops.”
Russian defense officials said their air force hit 59 military facilities in Ukraine
overnight, while Russian air-defense systems shot down 18 Ukrainian drones and a
Ukrainian tactical Tochka-U missile. Russia’s claims couldn’t be independently
verified.
The U.K.’s Defense Ministry said Wednesday that Russian air power is primarily
focused on southern and eastern Ukraine, providing support for Russian ground
forces as they gradually advance. “Russia has very limited air access to the north and
west of Ukraine, limiting offensive actions to deep strikes with stand-off weapons,” it
said.
The General Staff of Ukraine’s armed forces, meanwhile, said Russia had made some
advances in the east, where it is pressing a new offensive after its initial attempt to
take the capital, Kyiv, and remove President Volodymyr Zelensky failed.
Russian forces seized one village and took the outskirts of another as they tried to
surround Ukrainian units in the east, where Ukraine has been fighting against
Russian proxy forces since 2014.
Russian forces are also attempting to widen a land bridge from Russian-controlled
areas of eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region to the Crimean Peninsula in the south,
which Moscow annexed eight years ago.
Concerns are growing that neighboring Moldova, another former Soviet republic,
could be dragged into the conflict. The breakaway pro-Russian enclave of
Transnistria on Wednesday reported gunfire and drones spotted over a village near
its border with Ukraine after it said three separate attacks earlier this week targeted a
Transnistrian military base, two radio towers and the headquarters of its state
security service.
The village, Cobasna, hosts what it says is Europe’s largest ammunition depot. No
casualties were reported in any of the incidents, but they have stirred concerns that
the 1,500 Russian troops stationed in Transnistria could be deployed in western
Ukraine.

Moldova has been on edge since the Russian invasion of Ukraine put it on the border
of an active war zone, potentially inflaming Moldova’s relationship with Transnistria.
The narrow strip of land was carved out of Moldova after a civil war in 1992 and is
held by pro-Russian nationalists. Many in the population of 350,000 hold Russian
passports.
Diplomatic efforts to end the Ukraine conflict appear to be moving slowly. United
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres met with Mr. Lavrov and Mr. Putin in
Moscow on Tuesday.
After the meeting, Mr. Lavrov blamed the war on the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization’s expansion and accused the West of attempting to create an alternative
global governance outside the U.N.
Mr. Guterres is scheduled to meet with Mr. Zelensky in Kyiv on Thursday.

Disinformation Head Nina Jankowicz Addresses Hunter Biden Laptop Remarks
Darragh Roche - Newsweek

The Wilson Center
President Joe Biden's choice to lead the Department of Homeland Security's new
Disinformation Governance Board has addressed a previous statement she made
about the Hunter Biden laptop controversy.
Nina Jankowicz, who was a disinformation fellow at the Wilson Center, had cast
doubt on The New York Post's reporting about the laptop believed to have belonged to
President Biden's son.
Conservative news outlets including The Washington Examiner pointed to
Jankowicz's comments about the laptop story and suggested she had spread
disinformation.

Jankowicz tweeted during the presidential debate between Biden and former
President Donald Trump that took place on October 22, 2020 and referenced the
laptop.
"Back on the 'laptop from hell,' apparently—Biden notes 50 former natsec officials
and 5 former CIA heads that believe the laptop is a Russian influence op,” Jankowicz
said.
"Trump says 'Russia, Russia, Russia,” she said.
On Wednesday, Jankowicz re-tweeted that 2020 tweet, apparently in response to
criticism, and said: "For those who believe this tweet is a key to all my views, it is
simply a direct quote from both candidates during the final presidential debate. If you
look at my timeline, you will see I was live-tweeting that evening.”
Biden had been referring to a Politico article about a letter signed by dozens of
intelligence officials who said the Hunter Biden story appeared to be a Russian
disinformation operation.
Jankowicz also shared a link to ballotpedia.org about the debate. That page
contained a link to a transcript and a YouTube video of the debate.
Jankowicz had spoken to the Associated Press for an article published on October 15,
2020 and reportedly said there were questions about whether the laptop belonged to
Hunter Biden.
"We should view it as a Trump campaign product,” Jankowicz said at the time,
pointing to the involvement of former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani and Trump
associate Steve Bannon.
On October 22, 2020, Jankowicz shared an article on Twitter that she described as
"casting yet more doubt on the provenance of the NY Post's Hunter Biden story” and
said in another tweet that day: "The emails don't need to be altered to be part of an
influence campaign. Voters deserve that context, not a [fairy] tale about a laptop
repair shop.”
On March 16, 2021, Jankowicz shared a report from the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence (ODNI) and wrote in a Twitter thread the intelligence
community "has a high degree of confidence that the Kremlin used proxies to push
influence narratives, including misleading or unsubstantiated claims about President
Biden.”
However, that report did not specifically reference the laptop.
Newsweek has asked the White House for comment.
There was significant controversy about the laptop story during the 2020 presidential
election and questions about the authenticity of emails reportedly found on the
computer.
Some Republicans had suggested the laptop pointed to evidence of wrongdoing by
Hunter Biden in his foreign business dealings that may also have implicated Joe
Biden, while some Democrats dismissed it as a possible disinformation operation by
Russia.

Twitter and Facebook temporarily limited sharing of stories about the laptop in late
2020 amid concerns that the emails were the product of hacking.
The laptop was one of three dropped off at a Delaware repair shop run by John Paul
Mac Isaac in 2019 but never picked up from the store. Mac Isaac, reportedly a Trump
supporter, looked at the contents of the laptop and believed some of it to be
scandalous.
He contacted the authorities but also provided a hard drive containing the laptop's
contents to Robert Costello, a lawyer for Rudy Giuliani, who shared it with The New
York Post as well other Trump supporters, including Steve Bannon.
The New York Times and The Washington Post were later able to verify some of the
emails but not all of them, while no evidence has emerged that the laptop was part of
a Russian operation and controversy has continued over the matter.

Germany will deliver anti-aircraft tanks to Ukraine
Dmytro Hubenko - Deutsche Welle
After weeks of mounting pressure, the German government will now supply heavy
military equipment to Ukraine. DW takes a look at how Berlin's position has changed
since the beginning of the war in Ukraine.The German government on Tuesday
confirmed reports that it will approve a delivery of "Gepard" anti-aircraft tanks to
Ukraine.
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"Gepard" was phased out of the Bundeswehr in the early 2010 s.
German Defense Minister Christina Lambrecht announced the move during opening
remarks at the Ramstein air base in Germany, coming at the start of a US-hosted
defense conference on Ukraine.

"Yesterday we decided that Germany will make the delivery of 'Gepard' anti-aircraft
tanks possible to Ukraine,” Lambrecht said in a transcript of her speech seen by DW.
The confirmation came after German media reported on the move.
The "Gepard” anti-aircraft system was developed in the 1960-1970s, but has been
upgraded several times with the latest electronics.
"The German army has taken them out of use almost a decade ago, not because they
were obsolete, but because at that time the Bundeswehr was scaling down and they
had no use for it anymore,” defense journalist Thomas Wiegold told DW.
Lambrecht also said that Berlin was working to train Ukrainian soldiers on German
soil. "We are working together with our American friends in training Ukrainian
troops on artillery systems on German soil,” the minister said.
In recent weeks, Chancellor Olaf Scholz's government has come under increasing
pressure for refusing to ship heavy weapons directly to Ukraine. Critics say his
center-left Social Democrats (SPD) are too reluctant to stray from their historic
policy of detente toward Moscow.
Why is the announcement so significant?
Russia's invasion of Ukraine -- and mounting pressure both at home and abroad -has pushed the German government to majorly shift the country's defense policy.
Weeks ago, the German government's tank announcement would have been
unthinkable.
At the end of January, when Russia had already massed more than 100,000 troops
around Ukraine and the US was warning of an imminent invasion, Germany
reiterated that it would not send any weapons. Instead, Berlin offered to send Ukraine
5,000 protective helmets.
Just days before the helmet announcement, Berlin had not given Estonia permission
to send old German howitzers to Ukraine.
"In recent years, the German government has repeatedly decided not to supply lethal
weapons. There are reasons for this, which are of course also based on all the
developments of recent years and decades,” Scholz said at the time.
Invasion was 'turning point’ in German defense policy
Following Russia's invasion of Ukraine on February 24, Germany reversed this
long-standing policy of not sending weapons to conflict zones, which traced its roots
back to the end of World War II, as Scholz announced a "turning point” in German
defense policy.
In the aftermath of the invasion, Germany said it would supply Ukraine with 1,000
anti-tank weapons, 500 Stinger surface-to-air missiles, around 2,700 Strela
anti-aircraft missiles, as well as ammunition, machine guns, grenades and mines.
Berlin has also approved requests from other countries -- including Estonia and the
Czech Republic -- to send some of their stocks of ex-East German, Soviet-era weapons
to Ukraine, including howitzers and armored personnel carriers.

However, the German government still refused all Ukrainian requests to send
German-made heavy military equipment. German officials said they would prefer to
send Soviet-designed weapons that Ukrainian soldiers could operate without
additional training.
According to Wiegold, such supplies are now "becoming limited.”
"If the West wants to continue supporting Ukraine, they have to think about starting
training Ukrainians on Western systems to deliver Western systems as well,” he said.
As recently as April 9, German Defense Minister Christine Lambrecht also said that
she saw hardly any possibilities left to supply Ukraine with weapons and equipment
directly from the German military stockpiles.
'No more taboos’ in weapon deliveries
The next major paradigm shift in German politics came in mid-April as Russia
prepared for a new offensive in eastern Ukraine.
"Germany has made a decisive decision here to deliver weapons [to Ukraine]. We
deliver, we have delivered and we will deliver,” German Chancellor Olaf Scholz told
German public radio RBB on April 14.
And on April 21, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock told a news
conference in Tallinn that "there are no taboos for us with regard to armored vehicles
and other weaponry that Ukraine needs.”
However, Baerbock said the priority was to ensure Ukraine quickly received older
Soviet-designed equipment and that Germany would replenish stocks of allied
countries that have such weapons with modern German-made equipment.
According to the media reports, Germany has agreed such an exchange with Slovenia.
This country would send a large number of its T-72 Soviet-era battle tanks to Ukraine.
Germany would then send Slovenia a number of Marder tanks and Fox wheeled tanks
as replacements.
(Edited by: Rebecca Staudenmaier)

Russia's 'champion looter' sends almost 500 kg of stolen goods home to his wife:
report
National Post Staff - National Post
A Russian platoon commander billed as the “champion looter” of the conflict in
Ukraine nabbed 440 kg of goods to send back to his home country, a report has
found.

National Post Yevgeny Kovalenko.
Yevgeny Kovalenko, 27, lifted goods ranging from speakers, tables, tents and tools to
ship to his hometown of Rubtsovsk in Altai Krai region of western Siberia, according
to the Russian opposition website Dossier Centre in London.
CCTV footage shows Kovalenko and a band of sticky-fingered soldiers shipping off
parcels to their homes at the CDEK delivery centre in Belarus, according to the outlet
East2West.
“More than two dozen soldiers pass through the office during the broadcast,” the
Dossier Centre said. “Chevrons of Russian troops on their uniforms are seen. The
Russian soldiers had just returned to Belarus. It is unlikely that they had time to
legally buy these tons of goods.”
The troops returned to Belarus from the front-lines of Kyiv after Russia’s failure to
capture the Ukranian capital in the face of stiff resistance, Mirror reports .
Kovalenko’s spoils were reportedly addressed to his 24-year-old wife Margarita, a
former clothing retailer and graduate of Altai State University.
The accused looter is a recon commander who graduated from the Novosibirsk
Military Institute of the National Guard, East2West reported ( per NYPost ).
He fights on the unit 6720 of the 656th Regiment of Operational Designation of the
Russian Federal Guard Service.
“The record for the number and weight of parcels is held by Yevgeny Kovalenko,
27….he tried to send home 17 parcels with a total weight of 440k (970 pounds),” the
Dossier Center reported.

Other alleged plunderers include Artem Lazarev, who sent home 255 kg worth of
goods; Pavel Nikolayev, who sacked 205 kg, and Andrei Serdtsev and Georgy Valiev,
both of whom boosted 150 kg each, according to the Hill.
Lazarev mailed home an electric scooter, while another sent an air conditioning unit.
Another still dispatched a 90kg trunk lid to his home in Western Russia.

Opinion: Here's why Ukrainians dislike the German president so much
Yuri Andrukhovych - Deutsche Welle
In Germany, hardly anyone is familiar with the "Steinmeier formula" for Donbas. In
Ukraine, however, it is not forgotten — and it's the reason why the German president
is not welcome, says Yuri Andrukhovych.
German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier was not welcome in Kyiv. It was not
disclosed who exactly in the Ukrainian leadership made this decision. In any case,
Steinmeier was not able to join the small group of other European presidents who
were warmly received in in the Ukrainian capital.

Jens Büttner/dpa/picture alliance Frank-Walter Steinmeier went to Poland this week,
but not Ukraine.
Why did this happen to the German president? In this question, you could stress both
the word "German” and the word "president.” I am not certain which of them should
be stressed more.
Chummy approach
First, however, a brief look back at a personal story of mine. In the late summer of
2016, I was in the German city of Weimar, where I was awarded the Goethe Medal
along with a prominent Nigerian photographer and a no less prominent Georgian
archaeologist.

The official program included a meeting with three foreign ministers. As a reminder,
Germany, Poland and France form the so-called "Weimar Triangle” -- the foreign
ministers of the three countries meet from time to time, not necessarily in Weimar, but
that's where it was back then. According to the program, the ministers were scheduled
to congratulate the three new laureates.
Our meeting lasted between one and three minutes at the most. The French foreign
minister seemed a little bored, perhaps he was just tired. The Polish foreign minister
seemed unhappy with something and grumpy. Only Steinmeier, Germany's foreign
minister at the time, was affable -- it seemed he could hardly keep from patting us on
the shoulder or back.
Then he said something like "Oh, well done, congratulations... The Goethe Medal!
Great, great... can anyone tell me what it is awarded for -- what merits?” That's how
he spoke to the three of us. It all happened quickly, and no one really listened to our
answers. When the TV cameras had their shots, the trio of ministers moved on.
Model Putin sympathizer
Akinbode Akinbiyi, David Lordkipanidze and I later exchanged our impressions of
this so-called "meeting.” We agreed that it all seemed rather unprofessional and that
we regarded Steinmeier's question as more of a joke, albeit a bad one. Otherwise, it
would have been even more sad. None of us had expected the ministers to bow to us.
But this obvious superficiality -- and the less obvious but perceptible arrogance -was disappointing to us.
It was particularly disappointing to me -- after all, I came from the country for which
Frank-Walter Steinmeier had come up with his infamous formula. I don't want to
claim that it played a decisive role in his further career or that it is the reason
Steinmeier was elected President twice. But I can say with certainty that it is precisely
because of this formula that Ukrainian society sees him as a model of a Putin
sympathizer, and almost as an "agent of Moscow.”
Written by Moscow?
The infamous formula which lost all meaning on February 24 was de facto intended
to cement Ukraine's surrender in the Donbas. It matches Putin's plans to such an
extent that the Ukrainians understandably attributed its true authorship to Moscow.
Allegedly, Steinmeier was adhering to the wishes of his Russian friends and agreed to
lend his name and suggested authorship to a project that was disasterous for Ukraine.
If secret diplomacy is considered to evil par excellence, the current German president
holds the copyright to its embodiment -- at least in the eyes of many Ukrainians.
I do not think Steinmeier is aware of how often Ukrainian media, especially since
2019, have mentioned his name along with the word "formula.” It is not an
exaggeration to say it was thousands, maybe even tens of thousands of times.
Along with this "popularity” comes an avalanche of criticism, distrust and outright
rejection. For Ukrainians, the "Steinmeier formula” has become a synonym for
something insidious and threatening, a kind of Trojan horse for the destruction of
Ukrainian statehood.

Unrivaled unpopularity
Perhaps the "author” himself, who has long since moved to a higher, if rather
decorative, position, has already forgotten the essence of the formula he invented. But
Ukraine has not forgotten, it has remembered all these years, almost daily, almost
always with a curse and always in connection with the name Steinmeier.
On the list of German politicians most disliked by Ukrainians, Steinmeier comes
second only to his old boss, ex-Chancellor Gerhard Schröder. As for current
politically active personalities, no one comes close to Steinmeier's unpopularity.
With Steinmeier's example in mind, Germany's elite should recognize how much
damage their ambiguous policies during the Russian-Ukrainian conflict have done
since 2014.
In the process, they have not only harmed Ukraine, but also themselves: Branded as a
partner who is extremely unreliable, cynical, and cunning, whose words egregiously
diverge from their actions.
As a result, Germany has lost its relevance and -- thanks to the efforts of both the
previous and current federal government -- has become an outsider.
'Unimportant president of an unimportant country'
Ukrainian society and the country's leadership, which is heavily dependent on public
opinion, clearly felt the moment when the United States and Britain filled the vacuum
-- the moment they were able to say "no” even to German President Steinmeier and
had to do so for strategic reasons.
But the "unimportant president of an unimportant country” can radically fix that
situation. Germany as a whole can recover its role in the eyes of Ukrainians -- in
particular as neither the US nor Britain are involved: in providing effective and
committed support to Ukraine on the road to EU membership.
Germany should do so, however without flirting with the aggressor and the
ambiguities that go with it.
*** Yuri Andrukhovych is a Ukrainian writer, poet, essayist and translator. Today he
is considered one of the most important cultural and intellectual voices of his country.
Andrukhovych's works have been translated and published worldwide.
This article was originally written in Ukrainian.

Drone footage shows the scale of destruction in Ukraine village of Moschun

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/drone-footage-shows-scale-of-destruction-inukrainian-village-moschun/vi-AAWHsLD?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=3f7e2300cede4da08
eb83c74bf2cbbd0

The economic war against Russia is getting hot
Rick Newman - Yahoo Finance US

Yahoo Finance US
Markets have stabilized following Russia's Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine, as if the
bombs and missiles won't derail the global economy. But the economic war running
parallel to the shooting war is getting hotter, warranting more attention than
investors may be devoting.
Much of the analysis of Russia’s war in Ukraine focuses on brutal land battles for
terrain as invading and defending forces fight village-by-village in eastern and
southern Ukraine. But just as important are multinational efforts to choke the Russian
economy, by slashing the energy revenue that funds Russia’s military and denying
foreign technology Russia needs to maintain and replenish its weaponry. Like tank
and artillery battles, the economic combat is attrition warfare in which whoever lasts
longest is likely to win.

The economic war is intensifying as the improbable starts to seem possible: Ukraine
could win. President Biden plans to ask Congress for $33 billion in fresh aid to
Ukraine, including $20 billion for weapons.
That would be a huge, 10-fold increase in what Washington has provided so far. The
usually taciturn U.S. Defense Secretary, Lloyd Austin, has started to talk about the
U.S. and NATO deliberately weakening Russia, en route to a Ukrainian victory.
Heavy weapons, such as tanks and artillery, that Ukraine's allies were reluctant to
provide at the start of the war could soon be flooding into Ukraine.
In response, Russia has now stopped supplying natural gas to Poland and Bulgaria,
its strongest move yet to punish nations aiding Ukraine and a signal that Russia could
tighten the taps or shut them completely if it feels increasingly threatened. “All three
parties to the conflict, NATO, Russia and Ukraine, are escalating,” the Eurasia
Group warned in an April 27 analysis.
”Further escalation becomes more likely as animosity builds.”
Poland and Bulgaria can probably get by without Russian gas. But Russia and its
energy customers are now beginning to “weaponize” oil and gas shipments, which is
one of the more alarming scenarios analysts drew at the outset of the war.
If Russia halts gas shipments to other European nations or the entire continent, it
would cause skyrocketing prices in Europe and probably cause a recession there,
which could undermine support for aid to Ukraine by raising the cost on millions of
European voters.
At the same time, European nations are considering a phased boycott of Russian oil,
which they can replace from other sources more easily than Russian gas. Even so, a
broader embargo of Russian oil would raise global prices for everybody and add to
inflation in Europe, the United States and elsewhere. Tightening the screws on
Russia’s economy generates collateral damage in many other countries.
Sanctions on Russia’s financial system are having the intended effect. But those
sanctions still allow room for Russia to sell oil and gas, and Russia happens to be
benefiting from high energy prices caused in part by its own invasion of Ukraine.
Some analysts think Russian President Vladimir Putin timed his invasion of Ukraine
on the departure of former German Chancellor Angela Merkel in December, or even
Joe Biden’s replacement of Donald Trump as U.S. president last January. But it’s
more likely high energy prices in the run-up to Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion persuaded
Putin he’d have a cushion of energy revenue, even with inevitable sanctions.
Russian energy revenue hit $76 billion in the fourth quarter of 2021, the highest level
in 10 years, according to the Institute for International Finance. The research group
thinks higher oil and gas prices now could be pushing Russia’s energy revenue higher
still, even with sanctions. That’s why European nations and others imposing sanctions
are now considering going further by stopping oil purchases altogether or tightening

financial sanctions in a way that would effectively prohibit the financing required for
those transactions to go through.
If either of these things happen, a key factor is whether large energy purchasers such
as China and India would buy most or all of the oil Russia would be unable to sell
elsewhere, which they might get at a sizable discount to global prices.
If they do, it would obviously be a lifeline of sorts to Putin’s military financing. The
United States is leading the effort to cut Russia off, a pressure campaign that could
remake global relations for years to come.
The military battle inside Ukraine probably won’t metastasize into World War III, but
the economic battle may force fence-sitter nations to pick sides and suffer the
consequences.
An opaque fight over technology
Global energy markets provide minute-by-minute accounting of how the energy war is
likely to affect prices and the global economy. The battle over technology available to
Russia is far more opaque. The United States and many other nations have passed
sweeping bans on sales of computer equipment and many other items to Russia, in a
broad effort to impose pain on Putin and the Russian economy. Some of that
technology has military applications that could directly affect Russia’s offensive in
Ukraine.
Russia has vast stockpiles of Soviet-era military hardware, but its stores of advanced
weapons are more limited. British researchers examining the remnants of Russian
weaponry in Ukraine discovered a heavy reliance on components from the United
States and other countries now helping Ukraine battle Russian forces.
Russia’s war-making capabilities include U.S.-made circuit boards in the advanced
Iskander-K cruise missile, U.S.-made fiber-optic gyroscopes in the 9M949 artillery
rocket and a British-made oscillator in the TOR-M2 air-defense system.
“Almost all of Russia’s modern military hardware is dependent upon complex
electronics imported from the U.S., the UK, Germany, the Netherlands, Japan, Israel,
China and further afield,” Jack Watling and Nick Reynolds wrote in a recent report
for the research group RUSI.
The Pentagon says Russia is beginning to have “inventory issues” with
precision-guided munitions and is relying more on “dumb bombs” that are far less
accurate. It’s hard enough to build sophisticated weapons, and “here the Russian
military industries face a problem,” according to the RUSI report: “Russia’s latest
weapons are heavily dependent upon critical specialist components manufactured
abroad.”
Putin and his advisers famously miscalculated by planning for a quick military
campaign that would promptly remove Ukraine’s elected government. That fumble
has left Russia with a shell shocked army that has lost at least one-fourth of its
combat power and a grinding war Russia could actually lose.

Another consequence is that Russia is surely scrambling to find foreign components it
needs to rebuild key weapons stockpiles. Russia doesn’t need to buy that gear directly
from the companies that make it, which in most cases would be violating sanctions by
supplying anything to Russia.
Instead, Russia is likely seeking components through third-party or black-market
sources, or even theft. Western governments are likely trying to foil such acquisitions.
While troops fight on battlefields, supply-chain warriors battle in the shadows.
No end in sight
A popular theme is that Putin wants some sort of victory he can tout by Russia’s
“Victory Day” on May 9. But by nearly all accounts, there’s no chance of any
resolute outcome that soon. In reality, the twin military and economic wars are likely
to last for months, if not longer.
Europe is beginning to plan for a shortage or complete lack of Russian energy next
winter. The point of a phased embargo on Russian oil would be to squeeze Putin over
a period of weeks and months. Putin, for his part, has given signs he is preparing the
Russian public for a slog, which could include new conscription to help replace
soldiers dying and getting injured in Ukraine. Maybe we’ll know the outcome by May
9, 2023.
Markets are probably not prepared for an intensifying economic war between Russia
and much of the rest of the world. Energy prices spiked and stocks fell after Russia
invaded on Feb. 24, but markets have since stabilized. In the United States, traders
are once again paying more attention to inflation data and the Federal Reserve than
they are to geopolitical hotpots.
The Institute for International Finance predicts that oil prices could hit $200 a barrel
if there’s a full and effective embargo on Russia oil. The only time U.S. oil prices
were at that level, on an inflation-adjusted basis, was in 2008, as a deep recession
was forming.
Other factors hurt the economy more than oil prices back then, but we have other
problems now, as well, including non-energy inflation and a rapid pivot from
monetary easing to tightening. Recessions usually arise from a confluence of factors,
rather than one single source, and there are still some economic shock waves likely to
emanate from Russia’s military barbarism.
Israeli PM's family receives death threat and bullet in mail
The Canadian Press

The Canadian Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Prime Minister Naftali Bennett's teenage son has received a
death threat and bullet in the mail, Israeli officials said Thursday, he second such
warning against the Israeli leader's family this week.
The threats have come at a time of deep political divisions in Israel. In a major
speech on Wednesday night marking Israel's Holocaust memorial day, Bennett had
spoken out against the polarization in Israel, urging citizens not to let internal
divisions rip society apart.
Israeli police said that both incidents were being investigated, but gave few other
details, including where the items were sent and who might have sent them.
Bennett has been the target of fierce criticism from Israel's hard-line right wing since
forming his governing coalition last year. In 1995, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was
assassinated by a Jewish ultra-nationalist opposed to his peacemaking efforts with the
Palestinians.
Bennett's government is made up of eight parties from across the political spectrum,
including religious nationalists, centrists and an Islamic party. It is the first Arab
party to be part of a governing coalition.
These parties have little in common beyond their shared animosity to former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. They have agreed to put aside many of their
differences while focusing on common ground, such as the economy, managing the
coronavirus crisis and spending on education and social services.
Netanyahu, now the opposition leader, has worked hard to undermine the coalition.
Critics have accused Bennett, who leads a small, religious nationalist party, of
abandoning his core hard-line beliefs. One member of his Yamina party was
sanctioned this week as a “defector” for repeatedly supporting the opposition in
hundreds of votes. Another member of his party recently resigned from the coalition,
leaving the fragile alliance without a parliamentary majority.

Bennett formed the coalition last June after four inconclusive elections that
underscored the fissures in society over key issues as well as the polarizing effects of
Netanyahu's 12-year rule.
In Wednesday's speech, coming on one of the most solemn days of the year, Bennett
implored the nation to put aside its differences.
“My brothers and sisters, we cannot, we simply cannot allow the same dangerous
gene of factionalism dismantle Israel from within,” Bennett said.
That speech came a day after his family received a bullet in the mail for the first time.
The episode prompted his 17-year-old son Yoni to express his sadness in an
Instagram post.
“It’s just sad to see that real people write such horrible things,” he said.
“To think that he lives and breathes like me but has a brain that was created by the
devil is crazy.”
Bennett is a former top aide to Netanyahu, and Yoni is named after Netanyahu's older
brother, who was killed in a famous 1976 Israeli commando raid while rescuing a
hijacked airplane in Uganda.
An Israeli official familiar with the matter confirmed on Thursday that the second
threatening letter and bullet had been sent to Yoni Bennett. The official spoke on
condition of anonymity in line with regulations.
Police have imposed a gag order on their investigation, and officials declined to say
whether there were any suspects.
While many indications pointed to Jewish extremists, the threats also come at a time
of heightened tensions with the Palestinians following a series of deadly Palestinian
attacks in Israeli cities, Israeli military raids in the occupied West Bank, and clashes
between Palestinians and Israeli police at Jerusalem's most sensitive holy site and
cross-border fighting with Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip.

Is Switzerland right to prevent the delivery of ammunition to Ukraine?
Rob Mudge -Deutsche Welle
Switzerland has turned down two requests by Germany to reexport Swiss-made
ammunition to Ukraine. The move has triggered a debate about Switzerland's
principle of neutrality.
Switzerland's State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), which has the last word
on granting and signing off on licences for arms exports, confirmed that German
authorities had made the approach.
It's believed the ammunition in question was for a German-made infantry vehicle.

Peter Klaunzer/KEYSTONE/dpa/picture alliance Switzerland prides itself on its
neutrality
"Both of Germany's inquiries as to whether the ammunition received from Switzerland
may be passed on to Ukraine were answered in the negative with reference to Swiss
neutrality and the mandatory rejection criteria of the Swiss war material act,” SECO
media spokesman Michael Wüthrich told DW via email.
Strict rules for arms exports
For the exports of any kind of war material, Switzerland generally requires a
so-called non-reexport declaration from the recipient country which mandates that
the country in question refrains from passing on the war material without
Switzerland's prior consent. This is an internationally recognized practice.
Export licences are not granted if the recipient country is involved in an internal or
international armed conflict.
"Ukraine is involved in such a conflict with Russia. Therefore, since a war material
export from Switzerland to Ukraine would not be eligible for an export licence, a
lifting of the non-re-export obligation of the German Armed Forces in order to allow
a transfer of previously received ammunition of Swiss origin to Ukraine is also ruled
out,” said Wüthrich.
The principle of neutrality
Switzerland's neutrality is a key pillar of its foreign and security policy. It means that
the alpine country can't get involved in a war between two other countries, and that it
cannot provide direct of indirect military support to any of the parties in the conflict.
Domestic law in Switzerland pertaining to arms exports and foreign policy principles
is based on the Swiss War Material Act which "controls the manufacture and transfer
of war material and related technology, while at the same time maintaining an
industrial capacity adapted to the requirements of its national defense.”
In this specific case both international obligations and Swiss foreign policy principles
would be compromised.

"Since it would be Swiss-manufactured munition that would be reexported to Ukraine,
from a legal perspective, the government decision is justified,” Jean-Marc Rickli,
head of Global and Emerging Risks at the Geneva Center for Security Policy, told
DW. Given Switzerland's neutrality, "agreeing on the export would be a violation of
international law as well as Swiss domestic law.”
The decision is not shared by Gerhard Pfister, the president of the center-right Center
party. He said on Twitter that the government could invoke article 184.3 of the
Constitution to bypass this legislation if the interests of a state are superior. In this
instance, it would refer to helping a European democratic state to defend itself.
Laurent Goetschel, professor of political science at Basel University and director of
swisspeace, a practice-oriented peace research institute, says the proximity of the war
makes Switzerland's neutrality status all the more important.
"The closer the war is the more relevant neutrality is from its historical and security
conception. The only exception is when one of the warring parties is acting on behalf
of the UN Security Council. That party would then not be seen as a war party in the
traditional sense but acting as a world policeman,” he told DW.
Switzerland's permanent neutrality principle appears to run counter to some of the
arms exports it has signed off on in the past, notably to Saudi Arabia, which is
involved in the war in Yemen against the Houthis.
This prompted the Swiss government in 2015 to initially stop its exports. In the
following years, however, up until 2019, the government took a looser approach to
allowing arms exports.
However, Rickli says there's an important distinction to made here.
"Neutrality only applies in the event of an interstate war. In the case of Yemen, it's
different because the origin of the war is internal and the Yemeni government asked
Saudi Arabia to come and help them against the Houthis so it doesn't fall strictly
under the law of neutrality.”
Knocking on NATO's door?
The war in Ukraine has triggered substantial paradigm shifts, not least Germany's
Zeitenwende ("turning point”) which saw the country's previous foreign policy turned
on its head with the commitment to bolster defense spending and splashing out E100
billion ($107 billion) for the Bundeswehr, Germany's armed forces.
In Sweden and Finland, both steeped in the principle of neutrality, the change is
arguably even more tangible. Spurred on by public opinion, the two Nordic states
could be joining NATO sooner rather than later.
In Switzerland, that debate has been mostly non-existent. Lately, there has been some
movement from politicians from both left-wing and right-wing parties who are calling
for enhanced cooperation with NATO.
However, there's little to suggest that Switzerland has any intention of joining the
alliance.

"The Geo-strategic situation is very different. Switzerland and Austria are surrounded
by NATO members. Also, neutrality in Switzerland has a security policy function, but
also an identity function. In Switzerland, you have different languages, different
religions. Therefore, what binds together the Swiss is a political identity that revolves
around direct democracy, federalism, and neutrality,” said Rickli.
In a nutshell, Switzerland would have to give up its principle of perpetual neutrality if
it wanted to join NATO.
Rickli says that while the public and political mood has been influenced by the war in
Ukraine, it's imperceptible compared to what is happening in Sweden and Finland.
"From an identity perspective, the popularity of neutrality is still very high. From a
security policy perspective, the debate is starting to change, but not to the extent that
it is changing in Finland or Sweden.”

Russia Can't Replace Sunken Moskva as Ukraine Gets New Anti-Ship Missiles
Brendan Cole - Newsweek
Russia will not be able to replace the sunken flagship of its Black Sea fleet, the British
Defense Ministry has said, as the U.K announced it would send anti-ship missiles to
Ukraine to bolster Kyiv's defensive capabilities.

VASILY MAXIMOV/Getty Images A picture taken on July 31, 2011 shows the Moskva
guided missile cruiser in Sevastopol.
The vessel was sunk earlier this month in the Black Sea and Britain's defense ministry
said it would not be possible to replace it.
British defense officials said on Thursday that around 20 Russian Navy vessels,
including submarines, were still in the Black Sea operational zone but the Bosporus
Strait remained closed to all non-Turkish warships.
This meant that Russia was "unable to replace its lost cruiser Moskva in the Black
Sea.”

The Moskva was sunk on April 13 by two Neptune missiles in a strike that Ukraine
says killed as many as 250 sailors.
The Kremlin maintained that the vessel was damaged after a fire on board caused
ammunition to detonate. Russia's Defense Ministry said on April 14 that the ship
sank in stormy seas while being towed to port.
The ministry said that only one crew member had died and 27 were missing while
the remainder had been evacuated to nearby ships and taken to Sevastopol in
Crimea.
In its daily update, the U.K Defense Ministry said that "despite the embarrassing
losses,” which included the Russian landing ship Saratov Ukraine said it targeted in
Berdyansk last month, Russia's Black Sea Fleet still had the ability "to strike
Ukrainian and coastal targets.”
An obscure 1936 treaty makes it difficult for Moscow to replace the Moskva with
another ship in its fleet from outside the Black Sea. NATO member Turkey, which
controls access to the Black Sea through the Bosporus Strait, is enforcing the 1936
Montreux Convention which blocks Russia from reinforcing its Black Sea fleet from
the outside in times of war.
British Armed Forces Minister James Heappey said that the U.K. would send
hundreds of anti-ship supersonic Brimstone missiles to Ukraine to bolster its navy in
the "next few weeks.”
He told Britain's House of Commons this week, "This remains very much in line with
our principle of evolving our support to Ukraine as the conflict evolves and their
capability requirements change.”
The Brimstone has a range of 37 miles and can be launched from ground or air. It
can be used with laser-seeking guidance or autonomous targeting and is equipped
with a 15-pound warhead.
The U.K. is believed to be offering the surface-based systems. During his visit to Kyiv
earlier this month, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said Brimstones could be
mounted on the back of vehicles to hit targets in the Black Sea.
Newsweek has contacted Ukraine's Defense Ministry for comment.
British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said Russian forces must be pushed out of the
whole of Ukraine and said that a victory for Kyiv is a strategic imperative for the
West.
In comments at an event in London on Wednesday, she said the West, including the
U.K., must "double down” and "keep going further and faster” to "push Russia out of
the whole of Ukraine”.

Meanwhile, following his meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin, U.N.
Secretary General António Guterres is in Kyiv for talks with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky.

'We do': DHS chief claims US has operational control over border with Mexico
Kaelan Deese - Washington Examiner
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas testified Thursday
that President Joe Biden's administration has operational control of the southern
border.

Evan Vucci/AP Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas testifies before the
House Judiciary Committee, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, April 28, 2022, in
Washington.
"We do” responded Mayorkas to GOP Rep. Chip Roy of Texas, who asked, "Will you
testify under oath that we have operational control of the border?”
House Republicans used the House Judiciary Committee hearing to grill the DHS
secretary over the Biden administration's plan to end Title 42, a pandemic-era health
measure that allows border agencies to turn away illegal immigrants.
"Your agency is releasing people on purpose in order to flood the zone and make sure
that more people can come to the United States,” Roy alleged of Mayorkas's
leadership over the DHS.
The Texas congressman objected to Mayorkas's response in light of the 221,303
border encounters by Customs and Border Protection just last month — a record
number. The number for the fiscal year 2022 has already surpassed 1 million
encounters and is likely to succeed last year's record of 1.7 million encounters.
"The term 'operational control’ means the prevention of all unlawful entries into the
United States, including entries by terrorists, other unlawful aliens, instruments of
terrorism, narcotics, and other contraband,” Roy argued. "Do you stand by your
testimony that we have operational control in light of this definition?”
Mayorkas said he thinks the secretary of DHS under former President Donald Trump
"would have said the same thing.”

"The secretary would have at least had a basis for saying that we have some sort of
control of the border, but the fact is we currently have people flowing across the
border, including dangerous narcotics,” Roy said.
Roy held up several images during his exchange with the DHS chief, showing images
of dead bodies found near the southern border, one depicting a mobile morgue with
27 bodies stored in South Texas.
Title 42, a health measure imposed by Trump's administration in March 2020, is one
of the few ways border agencies can turn away illegal immigrants, and the number of
encounters with migrants is expected to reach 18,000 per day after the measure is
revoked.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended on April 1 that the
public health crisis was no longer severe enough to warrant the use of the policy.
Both Mayorkas and Attorney General Merrick Garland have deferred to the health
agency's ruling on pandemic issues and said they only have the authority to enforce,
not decide.
A federal judge on Monday barred the Biden administration from ending it, but the
administration has since appealed. On Wednesday, Mayorkas testified before the
committee, saying the CDC has "exclusive authority” over the rule that is set to
expire on May 23.

NATO chief says Finland and Sweden would be quickly welcomed 'with open arms'
if they want to join alliance
Jake Epstein (jepstein@insider.com) - Business Insider

Dursun Aydemir/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg holds a press conference after the NATO Foreign Ministers Meeting in
Brussels, Belgium on April 06, 2022.

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said on Thursday that it's up to Finland and Sweden to
seek membership. He added that if they want to join the military alliance, both would
be quickly welcomed.
Finland and Sweden offered the strongest indications that they will soon pursue
NATO membership. NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg on Thursday said
Finland and Sweden would be quickly welcomed to the military alliance if they
choose to apply in the near future.
"If they apply, they will be welcomed, and I also expect the process to be quick and
that they can then join NATO after the formal process has been finalized,”
Stoltenberg told reports in Brussels at a joint press conference with European
Parliament President Roberta Metsola.
Stoltenberg said it's up to the two Nordic countries to decide if they want to apply for
membership, but if they decide to do so, they "will be welcomed with open arms to
NATO.”
Finland and Sweden earlier this month signaled they would seek NATO membership
— reportedly set to apply as soon as this summer. The two countries have historically
been militarily unaligned, but Russia's invasion of Ukraine alarmed both countries
and prompted consideration of joining the international alliance.
"Everything changed when Russia invaded Ukraine,” Finnish Prime Minister Sanna
Marin said at a joint press conference with her Swedish counterpart Magdalena
Andersson in Stockholm.
Andersson said the "security landscape has completely changed,” adding that it was
time to consider Sweden's best security interest.
Russia in response threatened "serious military and political repercussions” if they
joined the military alliance and said it would deploy nuclear weapons to the Baltics
— despite the fact that it's assessed Russia has already done so.
Article 5 of NATO's charter says an attack on one member is an attack on them all —
leaving Russia with the choice to attack NATO as a whole if it pursues punishment
against Finland and Sweden.
Finland's former prime minister Alexander Stubb told Insider's Sinéad Baker that a
response from Russia would likely come before membership is finalized, so Finland
has actively sought security guarantees from member states in the run-up to the
application process.
Stoltenberg on Thursday said Finland and Sweden are NATO's closest partners,
calling them "strong and mature democracies.”
"We know that their armed forces meet NATO standards — are interoperable with
NATO forces,” Stoltenberg said.

He added: "We train together, we exercise together, and we have also worked
together with Finland, Sweden in many different missions and operations.”

Russian Linked Attackers Barraged Ukrainian Networks With Hundreds of Attacks:
Report
Mack DeGeurin - Gizmodo
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While Russia’s war in Ukraine hasn’t led to the massive, countrywide blackout level
events many experts feared, new research suggests a less obvious cyberwar is playing
out just below the surface, with hacking attacks appearing to occur in tandem with
physical military strikes.
Since the Russian invasion began more than two months ago, Ukraine has found itself
on the receiving end of at least 237 operations carried out by at least six Russian
linked cyber threat groups, according to a Microsoft report released this week.
Russian aligned attackers reportedly carried out two to three attacks per week
between February 23 and April 8 resulting in some 40 destructive attacks aimed at
permanently destroying files.
Nearly half, (40%) of those destructive attacks targeted hundreds of organizations in
critical infrastructure systems which could potentially have had “second-order
effects,” on Ukraine’s military or government, the report notes. The attackers
reportedly stepped in and tweaked their malware after attacks in an effort to evade
detection.
“A timeline of military strikes and cyber intrusions shows several examples of
computer network operations and military operations seeming to work in tandem
against a shared target set,” the report reads. “At times, computer network attacks
immediately preceded a military attack, but those instances have been rare from our
perspective.”

The attacks drew on a variety of tactics, ranging from reconnaissance and phishing
attempts to data theft and deletion. In effect, the combined toll of these attacks
disrupted services across Ukraine and manifested an even more chaotic information
environment, serving to ultimately “degrade, disrupt or discredit [the] Ukrainian
government” and stymie the public’s access to reliable information.
Microsoft acknowledged it’s likely only seeing some of the attacks actually occurring
on Ukrainian systems and anticipated more over the horizon.
In a blog post accompanying the report, Microsoft Corporate Vice President Tom
Burt said the company chose to share its findings in an effort to inform members of
international cyber-security of the types of attacks occurring within the country.
“We believe it’s important to share this information so that policymakers and the
public around the world know what’s occurring, and so others in the security
community can continue to identify and defend against this activity,” Burt said.
“Given Russian threat actors have been mirroring and augmenting military actions,
we believe cyber-attacks will continue to escalate as the conflict rages.”
Russian activity within Ukrainian networks isn’t particularly new. The report claims
Russian intrusions into Ukrainian networks actually date back to March 2021, nearly
a full year before the actual ground invasion began.
During that time, Microsoft claimed Russia was, “pre-positioning for conflict,”
gathering battlefield intelligence and planting the seeds for future attacks. Hours
before Russian troops crossed the border on February 24, attacks reportedly
launched thousands of “wiper attacks” on the Ukrainian government, IT, energy, and
financial organizations.

Ed Jones (Getty Images)

Microsoft’s a legacy U.S. tech giant offering services around the globe, but it’s not
politically neutral. The company has long standing close ties with the U.S. military
and was the preferred choice for the Department of Defense’s estimated $10 billion
long awaited Joint Enterprise Defense Infrastructure, or JEDI, contract.
That contract faltered due to legal threats from Amazon, but Microsoft
nonetheless reaffirmed its commitment to the U.S. Department of Defense.More
recently, the company won an estimated $21.9 billion contract with the U.S. military
to provide its HoloLens augmented reality headsets to soldiers.
And while Microsoft’s findings this week focused primarily on attacks within
Ukrainian borders, the company raised the possibility of similar attacks one day
being launched against other, particularly neighboring NATO allies.
“Russian nation-state threat actors may be tasked to expand their destructive actions
outside of Ukraine to retaliate against those countries that decide to provide more
military assistance to Ukraine and take more punitive measures against the Russian
government in response to the continued aggression,” Burt said.
Those concerns were top of mind among NATO member state cyber-security experts,
who earlier this month participated in cyber war games to test their response to
potential attacks. Participants in those games were tasked with defending the fictional
northern Atlantic Ocean island country Berylia from hostile attacks that left its
government and military networks, water purification systems, and electric power
grid at near-zero capacity.
Cyber conflicts in Ukraine were top of minds for those participants, who in reality,
were located just around 100 miles north in Estonia. “This year’s exercise is
significant for the countries participating because their cyber defense units have been
on high alert since the outbreak of the war in Ukraine,” a North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Cooperative Cyber Defense Centre of Excellence spokesperson told
Gizmodo in an email at the time.

How Ukraine separatists are mass conscripting anyone of fighting age
Ihor Burdyga & Regina Gimalova - Deutsche Welle
Major recruitment drives were launched in the "Luhansk and Donetsk People's
Republics" just days before Russia invaded Ukraine. Locals tell DW how young men
are living in fear or fleeing the region.Russia justifies its invasion of Ukraine arguing
it is defending the "Luhansk and Donetsk People's Republics." Mere days before
Russia launched its attack, when tens of thousands of Russian soldiers had been
amassed on Ukraine's border, these self-proclaimed "People's Republics" beyond
Kyiv's control launched major mobilization drives. Men between the ages of 18 and
55 are no longer permitted to leave. Paradoxically, several days earlier separatist
authorities had urged all residents to evacuate the region and flee to Russia.
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In the first three days, reservists who once served in the Ukrainian army, were called
up to visit the recruitment center. They were given no explanation for the order. A
friend of 41-year-old Anna, a Donezk local, was called up. "He had a sick note, but
his employer phoned him and said he should show up with just a bare minimum of
personal belongings; that was on February 21, he was conscripted right then and
there," she recalls.
One day later, separatist leader Denis Puschilin ordered yet another recruitment
drive. This time, men aged 18 to 27 without military experience were called up to
serve in the "people's militia."
Who was recruited?
"Some joined voluntarily, others were not drafted, some were taken from the streets,
others only turned up after being ordered to," says 19-year-old Jewgeniy, who despite
being declared medically unfit to serve by doctors, was refused a respective sick note.
By February 24 the purpose of the mass mobilization became clear: Russia launched
its war on Ukraine. Russian and separatist-affiliated news media reported that
volunteers had formed long lines formed outside recruitments centers eager to defend
"Donbas independence." In reality, however, there were not enough volunteers.
Separatist leader Puschilin thus called on companies in the separatist-controlled
region to free up half of their male workforce of fighting age.
DW learned this led to a veritable hunt for men in the region. "They capture men in
Luhansk, and in Donezk patrols arrest men in the respective age bracket," says
45-year-old Aleksandra, a Donezk resident. "One time, we were boarding a bus and
saw scores of miners being taken away."
On February 28, the leadership of the "Donetsk People's Republic" declared the
recruitment drive would soon end. Donezk locals, however, report men are still being
drafted. In mid-March, Puschilin ordered men above the age of 65 to be recruited to
serve in special "interior ministry" units.
Economic fallout
The mobilization drive has brought the regional economy to its knees. Donezk locals
have reported that shorted-staffed shops have been forced to close, and that there has
been a dearth of public transport drivers and craftsmen. Even male members of the
Donezk philharmonic were sent off to fight -- a grim reality that came to light only
when it emerged that pianist Nikolay Zvyagintsev had been killed near Mariupol.
"Most agricultural engineers, tractor drivers, machine operators and locksmiths were
drafted; without them, timely and efficient spring seeding could be jeopardized,"
criticized even the Donezk "agriculture ministry." Ascertaining the men's whereabouts

is difficult. Donezk "parliament" provides this information only to parents and
partners of drafted soldiers.
"There are people who for the past two months have heard nothing about their loved
one's location, let alone whether they are still alive," 33-year-old Maria tells DW. She
complains there is no longer a rotation of forces. While men had called their loved
ones every few days from different deployment locations, these calls had ceased, she
says.
Sent to fight for Russia
Ukraine's army and Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) publish regular reports on
fighters from the "Luhansk and Donetsk People's Republics" captured within and
beyond the separatist-controlled areas. Some have been captured in Kharkiv, Sumy,
Zaporizhzhia and Mykolaiv. In a video shared by the SBU, one separatist fighter, who
reportedly surrendered near Sumy, says "Russia treats us as slaves."
Jewgeniy tells DW that drafted men are sent straight to the frontline, without
receiving any training. They are not combat-ready, he says. "At first there were
volunteers but not anymore," he adds. He says it is now known how they are treated
and fed. While he has been declared medically unfit to serve, he nevertheless fears
going outside, as he does not "want to attract the attention of the patrols."
53-year-old Dmitriy is similarly careful. "I only leave my home in the evening to buy
groceries at the shop in the next-door house, and I'm careful doing it," he tells DW.
He has learned from friends and colleagues that they are hiding their sons with
grandparents and others to avoid conscription.
Russian passports
Some have attempted to avoid conscription by postponing the draft. This, however, is
difficult to pull off, says Maria. She says she tried to spare her acquaintance military
service by talking to local authorities, yet to no avail. "They may declare you unfit to
serve, but then the same headquarters may come and get you anyway, claiming you
did in fact sign of up a volunteer."
"There are no grantees, and there is an expectation of considerable bribes," explains
Dmitriy. He wants to remain in Donezk and wait for Ukraine to win the war and for
his normal life to return. But not everyone thinks like this.
Alexandra, another Donezk resident, says her acquaintance paid 2,000$ to be
smuggled past all checkpoints and out of the "Donetsk People's Republic." She says
only holders of Russian passports with a Russian residence are permitted to leave for
Russia and avoid conscription.
Donbas residents say that until the beginning of 2022, Russian passports were issued
within two months to anyone in possession of "People's Republic" passport. Russian
authorities in February announced that 860,000 passports had been given out to
residents of the separatist-controlled regions. Moscow estimates that some 3,5 to 4
million peopled lived in the region before the war began.
All persons interviewed for this article live in Russian-occupied parts of Ukraine. For
security reasons they have asked DW to withhold their true identities.
This article was originally written in Russian.

Ukraine’s Forces Get Boost From Arsenal of Old-Fashioned Artillery
Marc Champion & Aliaksandr Kudrytski - Bloom Berg

(Bloomberg) -- In the mythology of Ukraine’s resistance against Russia’s invading
forces, light-footed infantry armed only with shoulder-fired anti-tank missiles from
the U.S. and Europe have played the starring role. Yet that’s only part of a story
where old-fashioned artillery is helping create decisive wins.
Artillery’s less articulated but central function explains why the U.S. and other
nations that collectively make up Ukraine’s arsenal are now putting so much
emphasis on providing 155mm howitzers — in the case of the U.S., at least 90 of them,
worth as much as $750,000 a piece, plus 184,000 rounds of ammunition.
Traditional firepower, supported by drones that allow for pinpoint targeting, is set to
remain dominant in the next phase of the war, along a 300-plus mile (482 km) front in
the eastern Donbas region. Even before the arrival of the more sophisticated, often
longer range canons now being fed into the Ukrainian war effort, artillery was key.
The success was on show in Bucha before the town outside Kyiv in Ukraine’s north
became infamous for the brutality of its Russian occupation. An iconic image of
Russian tanks destroyed on a main street seemed to sum up the success of Ukraine’s
David versus Goliath tactics.
It’s true that just two dozen Ukrainian volunteers, armed with Kalashnikovs, hunting
rifles and Soviet-era grenade launchers managed to slow the column by destroying
the lead vehicle in an ambush, according to Vasyl Shcherbakov, who helped organize
Bucha’s defense.
The tiny force couldn’t take on the entire Russian column of more than 30 tanks and
fighting vehicles, but the delay they caused provided time to alert an artillery battery
on the outskirts of the capital. That unit sent drones up over the column to provide
targeting coordinates while it moved through the town. As Russian tanks began to
pass out of Bucha, the artillery let fly with devastating accuracy.
“All those little groups played a role, but most convoys were destroyed by artillery,”
said Andriy Zagorodnyuk, a former Ukrainian defense minister.
The firepower now being sent by the U.S. and allies is a huge plus, but not even close
to what Ukraine needs to prevail, according to Zagorodnyuk.
“It certainly won’t be a game changer if they don’t provide a lot more,” he said,
adding that Ukraine’s existing artillery burned through 100,000 rounds of
ammunition in a single month.
“That’s why there is a lot of diplomatic work going on right now to get them to go
further.”
The howitzers pledged by the U.S., for example, would make up more than a full
artillery brigade, according to Mykola Bielieskov, a military analyst at Ukraine’s
National Institute for Strategic Studies, a government think tank. Yet Ukraine will
need as many as six new brigades worth to overcome Russia in Donbas.
In his view, Western media and analysts, as well as some defense officials,
overestimate the importance that anti-tank missiles supplied by Europe and the U.S.
have had on the conflict. The same goes for the importance of air power.

“If it were not for artillery it would have been a kind of agony for Ukraine around
Kyiv, not a win,” said Bielieskov. He argued Ukraine faces the risk of a slow but
inevitable loss in the next stage of the war unless it gets enough artillery.
Some Western observers agree, including Michael Kofman, an analyst of Russia’s
military at the Virginia-based CNA think tank.
“Artillery has been much more decisive in this war than given credit,” he says.
“Ukraine needs not only ammunition for existing systems, but also to begin adopting
Western artillery systems for which ammo and parts are more available.”
Russia did at first attempt to dominate the skies, so it could repeat its strategy of the
Syrian war of flattening cities from the air. But with independently confirmed losses of
25 fixed wing aircraft and 38 helicopters in Ukraine so far, its tactics have changed.
“Artillery is a slow but cheap version of an air force,” said Pavlo Narozhnyy, a
commodities trader who moved to the Carpathian mountains in western Ukraine to
organize supplies for Ukraine’s limited arsenal of long-range artillery, part of a
crowd-funded logistics system that also has enabled Ukraine’s resistance.
To keep the guns working, Narozhnyy supplies everything from power cables, to spare
parts for their aging tow trucks, to weather stations critical for improving accuracy.
“They sent us Javelins first because they didn’t trust Ukraine would hold up,”
Narozhnyy said. The U.S. is sending artillery now, Narozhnyy believes, because that
collapse didn’t happen and Washington sees the ability of Ukraine’s organized
defense to survive.
Artillery, said a Moscow-based military analyst who asked not to be named due to
restrictions in Russia on media freedom, was also decisive in the brief 2020 conflict
between Azerbaijan and Armenia. Commentary in the U.S. and elsewhere focused on
Turkish-made drones that Azerbaijan’s forces used to destroy Armenian tanks from
the air. But long range artillery directed by surveillance drones did most damage, the
person said.
Armenia lacked drones and its Soviet-era artillery was still operating the same way as
in World War II, marking out squares on a map to saturate with fire in the hope of
eventually hitting the opposition, according to the analyst. The more targeted
Azerbaijani fire took a terrible toll among trained Armenian artillerymen.
Russia often still uses those old school methods, said the analyst. Although it has
drones, they use Russia’s generally less accurate Glonass positioning system, rather
than the U.S. GPS satellite network for targeting, while the drones and Russian
artillery have weaker connectivity, he said.
It may yet be enough, especially if Russian forces can break through before Ukraine
takes delivery of the more modern, longer range artillery that’s on its way — a supply
line Russia is working hard to interdict with missile strikes.

Getty Images Germany Strengthens Military Deployment In Lithuania As Ukraine
Crisis Heightens.
At the start of the war, the Russian army had close to 5,000 artillery pieces in service
and more than twice that number in storage. Ukraine had fewer than 2,000 in total,
according to the annual Military Balance report produced by the London-based
International Institute for Strategic Studies.
Once the new guns arrive, though, Ukraine will gain a qualitative edge. That’s in part
because the towed M777, one of the U.S. howitzer models to be delivered, has a
maximum range of 24km to 30km depending on the munitions used — more for the
latest models — outstripping most Russian equivalents. It also has a better capability
for digital targeting, meaning fewer shots fired to strike a target.
State of the art German-made Pzh 2000s are also on their way from the Netherlands.
A more than 60-tonne, armored, self propelled and self loading 155mm howitzer, the
gun has integrated GPS, weather and other systems as well as a maximum range in
excess of 60 km with rocket assisted shells. That could allow it to fire out of range of
Russia’s artillery.
On top of these, Ukraine is getting single-use attack drones from Poland and the U.S.
that can perform much the same function in destroying artillery positions. That’s a
weapon Russia does not yet possess and, without access to Western components, is
unlikely to produce quickly.
Artillery, numbers and even technology aren’t everything. Intangibles such as
motivation, training and planning have been at least as important in determining the
course of the war to date, according to Zagorodnyuk, the former defense minister.
“The way we look at this is that war is a competition of capabilities,” he said.
“One army has one advantage and the other has a different one, and when these clash
the better side wins. It is just the combination that determines how it works.”

That outcome, according to Zagorodnyuk, is impossible to predict.
Ukraine planning to remove civilians from steel plant in Mariupol; Kyiv hit by new
strikes
Clyde Hughes - UPI News
April 29 (UPI) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said on Friday that efforts
are being made to get civilians safely out of the massive Azovstal steel plant in
Mariupol, one of the last strongholds of Ukrainian forces in the city.

Natalia Tsyukalo, 62, demonstrates how she hid in her cellar from Russian shelling
that hit the apartments across the street from her home in Irpin, Ukraine, on
Wednesday. UPI Photo.

Andrey Sirenko, 42 sits with his dog as he and hundreds of other civilians are forced
to live temporarily in metro stations when their homes were destroyed by Russian
shelling, in Kharkiv, Ukraine, on Thursday. Photo by Ken Cedeno/UPI.

A man and a dog lay in a metro station in Kharkiv, Ukraine, where he and hundreds
of others are forced to live after their homes were destroyed by Russian shelling.
Photo by Ken Cedeno/UPI

A woman sits on the steps of a metro station in Kharkiv, Ukraine, as hundreds of
people are forced to live under temporary living situations there after their homes
were destroyed by Russian shelling. Photo by Ken Cedeno/UPI.

Hundreds are forced to live temporarily in a metro station in Kharkiv, Ukraine, on
Thursday after their homes were destroyed by Russian shelling. Photo by Ken
Cedeno/UPI.
The steel plant, which has an assortment of underground tunnels, has been under
constant attack and bombardment by the Russian military for weeks as Ukrainian
forces and civilians hunkered down there.
Moscow has sought to take over Mariupol, a southern port city, due to its strategic
location related to Crimea and eastern Ukraine. The Russian military claimed victory
in the city last week, although Ukrainian fighters and civilians are still in the plant.
"An operation is planned today to get civilians out of the plant," Zelensky said
according to The Guardian.
U.S. military officials say that Moscow has already moved a large number of
troops from Mariupol and redeployed them to other fighting hot spots. They also
noted that Russia has continued to struggle with logistics in eastern Ukraine -- which
is home to the separatist-heavy Donbas and is the focus of Russia's current phase of
the war -- while making "slow and uneven” progress.

A resident removes leftover belongings from his apartment after it was destroyed by
Russian missiles in Borodyanka, Ukraine, on Tuesday. Photo by Ken Cedeno/UPI
The British defense ministry said via Twitter Friday that Russia is still pushing to
fully control Donetsk and Luhansk, the regions that make up the Donbas, in eastern
Ukraine on Friday. Heavy fighting in the cities of Lysychansk and Severodonetsk was
reported.
Russian forces attempted to advance south from Izyum in an effort to encircle
Ukrainian forces -- but those efforts have been limited due to strong Ukrainian
resistance, British defense officials noted.
Meanwhile, Ukraine's Radio Svoboda said one of its journalists was killed in a
Russian missile strike in Kyiv on Thursday -- Moscow's first direct attack on the
Ukrainian capital in weeks. The attack surprised many Kyiv residents who'd slowly
begun to return to something approaching normal after two months of fighting.
"Radio Liberty journalist and producer Vera Girich died as a result of a Russian
missile hitting the house where she lived in Kyiv,” Radio Svoboda said according to
The Guardian.
"The shelling took place on [Thursday]. The body of the deceased was found under
the wreckage on [Friday] morning.”
The station said Girich had worked in the outlet's Kyiv bureau since 2018. Before that,
she was known throughout the country as a journalist on Ukrainian television
channels.
The missile attack in Kyiv on Thursday came on the same day that United Nations
Secretary General Antonio Guterres visited Zelensky there.
"Countries everywhere will recognize they cannot have their U.N. secretary general
treated in this disrespectful, casual and frankly dangerous way, by [Russian President
Vladimir] Putin and the Russian regime,” Malloch Brown, former U.N. deputy
secretary general, said according to NBC News.

Austria energy firm mulls Russia rouble demand
BBC News

Getty Images
One of Europe's biggest Russian gas importers said it must decide by May whether to
bend to Moscow's pay demands without undermining Western sanctions.
Austria's OMV said it has received a request from Russia's Gazprombank about
paying for gas in roubles.
Russia has demanded nations pay for oil and gas in roubles and some firms are
considering doing so amid supply cuts.
But there is concern the system, where firms pay in euros which are converted into
roubles, breaks sanctions.
OMV's chief executive Alfred Stern, said on Friday that the firm is still paying for
natural gas in euros, but its next invoice is due in May.
"We are analyzing this and coming up with solutions that are sanctions-compliant,"
he said.
It comes after Uniper, one of Germany's biggest energy firms, said on Thursday that it
would use the controversial payment mechanism after gas supplies to Poland and
Bulgaria were cut off.
In late March, Russia said "unfriendly countries” would have to start paying for its
oil and gas in roubles after Western allies froze billions of dollars the country held in
foreign currencies overseas following its assault on Ukraine.
Under the decree, non-Russian buyers of gas must pay euros or dollars into an
account at Gazprombank, the Swiss-based trading arm of Gazprom, and then convert
this into roubles in a second account in Russia.

The move is seen as an attempt to divide Western allies in their response over the war
which has highlighted which European countries are heavily dependent on Russia for
energy supplies.
EU Commission president Ursula von der Leyen has warned that complying with
Russian demands would breach EU sanctions and would be "high risk” for
companies that did so.

Getty Images Ursula von der Leyen said the EU will support member states impacted
by any gas freeze by Russia.
But a spokesman for Uniper told the BBC: "For our company and for Germany as a
whole, it is not possible to do without Russian gas in the short term; this would have
dramatic consequences for our economy.”
Mr Stern insisted that OMV "will be compliant with all sanctions and regulatory
requirements”.
OMV also confirmed that it does still hold some local accounts in Russia for "office
activities” like paying rents in roubles, which its chief executive said were nothing to
do with gas payments.
Mr Stern condemned the "unprovoked attack on Ukraine”, which he said has "created
immeasurable human suffering”.
OMV group reported better-than-expected results for the first three months of 2022.
Mr Stern said that gas prices had been pushed higher by increased demand from
industry and concerns around supplies due to the conflict.
Higher prices off-set a big hit OMV took from its loan for the Nord Stream 2 gas
pipeline, which was designed to increase gas flows from Russia directly to Germany,
but has now been put on hold because of the war in Ukraine.
Sales in the first quarter jumped by 146% to €15.8bn, although its net loss widened to
€1bn. The group has also stopped all future investments in Russia.

Looking ahead, Mr Stern added that forecasting the company's performance was
"very difficult”.
According to the Financial Times, Italy's Eni is also considering opening a Swiss
account with Gazprom in order to maintain gas supplies.
The company has until the end of May, when its next payment for Russian supplies is
due, to make a final decision, reports suggested.

A sanctioned billionaire sold his family's stake in the digital bank he founded to
Russia's richest person
Grace Dean (gdean@insider.com) - Business Insider

Olga Maltseva/AFP via Getty Images, Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images Oleg Tinkov sold
his family's stake in Tinkoff to Vladimir Potanin.
Tinkoff Bank founder Oleg Tinkov sold his family's 35% stake in the firm to Vladimir
Potanin. The bank has been distancing itself from Tinkov after he criticized Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.
Tinkov, who has been sanctioned by the UK, said anyone who supported the war was
a "moron.”
Oleg Tinkov, the sanctioned Russian businessman who openly criticized Moscow's
decision to invade Ukraine, has sold his family's 35% stake in the digital bank he
founded to Russia's richest person.
TCS Group Holding, the owner of Cyprus-registered Tinkoff Bank, announced on
Thursday that "family trusts associated with its founder have, in a series of
transactions, disposed of their entire interest in the Company.”

Investment group Interros, which is owned by billionaire Vladimir Potanin, bought
the stake and now owns 35.08% of the outstanding shares in TCS, the holding
company said.
Details of the deal were not disclosed.
In a statement, Tinkov said it was "the perfect time for me to retire and devote more of
my time to looking after my health and my beloved family.” Tinkov has
been undergoing treatment for leukemia for several years. The announcement comes
amid the bank's apparent efforts to distance itself from Tinkov, who founded the bank
in 2006.
Tinkov, worth an estimated $3.5 billion according to Bloomberg's Billionaires Index,
was sanctioned by the UK in March. Since then he's become one of the few wealthy
Russian businessmen to publicly condemn President Vladimir Putin. In an April 19
Instagram post, he described the war in Ukraine as "crazy”, and labeled anyone
who supported it a "moron.”
The bank played down its ties with Tinkov just hours later, announcing
on Telegram that it wouldn't comment on his personal opinion but that he "has not
been a decision-maker in the Tinkoff Group companies for many years.” The bank's
co-chief executive officers quit following Tinkov's comments, according
to Bloomberg.
The bank is also changing its name in an apparent attempt to separate itself from
Tinkov entirely, Insider previously reported. Tinkov stepped down as chair of
Tinkoff's board in April 2020, per S&P Global.
Tinkov did not immediately respond to Insider's request for comment.
Tinkov is one of the only major Russian lenders to have avoided Western sanctions
and has become the go-to bank for many Western tech companies seeking to pay their
Russian workers.
Potanin founded Interros – a conglomerate with stakes in industries including mining,
energy, and real estate – in 1990, and is the richest man in Russia, worth $30.8
billion, according to Bloomberg estimates. He's known to be close to Putin but hasn't
been sanctioned by the US, UK, or EU. Canada sanctioned Potanin in early April.
Ex-Soviet Nations Likely to Reject Russia, Belarus Calls to Form New USSR
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko
reportedly have plans to strengthen their "Union State” and are looking to attract
other former members of the dissolved Soviet Union, but the likelihood of other
ex-USSR republics joining seems low in the face of the Ukrainian invasion.

Mikhail Klimentyev/Sputnik/AFP via Getty Images Above, this combination of
pictures created on April 12, 2022 shows Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko (L)
and Russia's President Vladimir Putin during a visit to an engineering building of the
technical complex of the Soyuz-2 space rocket complex at the Vostochny Cosmodrome,
some 180 km north of Blagoveschensk, Amur region.
Belarus has remained one of Russia's top allies since the start of the Russia-Ukraine
War in late February, which drew condemnation from around the globe. But reports
from Belarus' state-owned BelTA news agency indicate that Lukashenko and Putin
are interested in taking the relationship between their countries to a more cooperative
level in a move reminiscent of the former USSR, though authorities have yet to
confirm these reports.
"We are building a single Union State on the new principles to ensure that everyone's
interests are respected, that the sovereign independent states—Belarus and
Russia—keep developing. I am sure that this union will attract other republics of the
former Soviet Union,” BelTA quoted Lukashenko as saying during a meeting with
Governor of Russia's Voronezh Oblast Aleksandr Gusev in Minsk on Thursday.
The Soviet Union was established in December 1922 and eventually grew to
encompass 15 nations: Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Belarus, Uzbekistan, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia, according to History.com.
Leaders of four former Soviet Union nations have firmly condemned Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, making it unlikely that they would be willing to join a new iteration of the
USSR.
Latvian President Egils Levits immediately condemned Russia's invasion when it
began on February 24 and has remained vocal in support of Ukraine in the months
since. He has made calls on Twitter, for example, for Ukraine to be admitted speedily
into the European Union.

Lithuanian President Gitanas Nausėda also took to Twitter on February 24 to express
his condemnation and call for a response.
"I strongly condemn Russia's military attack against #Ukraine. It endangers millions
of innocent people & undermines the foundations of international order. It is up for
the West now to respond appropriately! #StandWithUkraine,” he tweeted.
He also immediately called for "tough sanctions” against Russia and expressed the
need for solidarity and readiness "in the face of raging evil.”
Moldova's President Maia Sandu added to the chorus of condemnation that same day
by immediately decrying the invasion as an "act of war” and describing the attack as
a "blatant breach of international law” and Ukraine's territorial sovereignty.
"As a neutral state, Moldova stands ready to assist [Ukrainian] citizens in their
humanitarian needs,” she tweeted.
Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, also on February 24, tweeted: "I condemn in
the gravest manner #Russia's large-scale military attack against #Ukraine.
Aggression is a crime that demands the clearest international reaction and strong
response. We are with Ukraine and the Ukrainian people at this dark hour. We
#StandWithUkraine.”
She decried reports of civilian attacks and other "horrific scenes” in Ukraine in
an Economist essay published earlier this month.
The stances of other ex-Soviet states have been less clear, particularly in the region of
Central Asia. Kazakhstan, for example, has not condemned Russia's invasion. But it
has provided Ukraine with humanitarian aid, said it will heed Western sanctions
against Russia and called for the conflict to be resolved in line with the United
Nations charter, Reuters reported.
Azerbaijan, in the Caucasus region, has also provided aid to Ukraine, according to a
February 26 tweet from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. But the country's
leaders have largely walked a cautious line in terms of taking sides, according to
Eurasianet.
In the country of Georgia, residents protested in the streets on the first day of the
invasion, but in a more cautious move, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili refused to
join other countries in imposing sanctions on Russia, Al Jazeera reported.
When the United Nations General Assembly voted to suspend Russia from
membership in the U.N. Human Rights Council earlier this month, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan were among the 24 countries that voted
against the move.
Still, aside from Belarus, none of the other former Soviet Union republics have
endorsed Russia's war in Ukraine, at least publicly, presenting a potential issue that
could prevent them from joining the Union State.
Newsweek reached out to Russia's and Belarus' foreign ministries for comment.

Faces of ten Russians accused of war crimes revealed
Metro
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Faces of ten Russians accused of war crimes revealed.
Ukraine has pictured the first group of Russian soldiers accused of human rights
abuses during the month-long massacre in Bucha. Named 'the despicable 10', they
belong to Russia's now infamous 64th Brigade, honoured by president Vladimir Putin,
who praised their 'mass heroism and valour’.
The Ukrainian Ministry of Defence published their names and faces, adding: '10
Russian butchers from the 64th brigade have been identified and named suspects
responsible for committing Bucha Massacre’.
Ukraine's prosecutor general Iryna Venediktova named the 10 troops - four privates,
four corporals and two sergeants - who 'were involved in the torture of peaceful
people’ in the city in the Kyiv region.
The prosecutor general's office and news agency Slidstvo scoured the internet for
their personal information (Picture: Defence of Ukraine)

Corporal Dmitry Sergienko, 27

Corporal Semyon Maltsev, 26

Corporal Andrei Bizyaev, 33

'Prosecutors of the Bucha District Prosecutor's Office awarded the deserved "title” of
suspects of civilian abuse and other violations of laws and war customs to the first 10
soldiers of this brigade’

Private Grigory Naryshkin, 30
'During the occupation of Bucha, they took unarmed civilians hostage, killed them
with hunger and thirst, and kept them on their knees with their hands tied and their
eyes taped,’ the prosecution general wrote

Junior Sergeant Vyacheslav Lavrentyev, 29
'[The hostages] were mocked and beaten with fists and the rifle stocks. They were
beaten for information about the location of the [Ukrainian] armed forces… and
some were tortured for no reason at all’

Sergeant Nikita Akimov, 25
The prosecution general also told German TV Ukrainian investigators had identified
'more than 8,000 cases' of suspected war crimes since Russia’s invasion. This
includes accusations of 'killing civilians, bombing of civilian infrastructure,
torture’ and even more horrific crimes.

Private Albert Radnaev, 24
Her comments come as the International Criminal Court (ICC) ramps up its
investigation into alleged war crimes committed in Ukraine since the start of the war.

Private Sergei Peskarev, 24
In recent weeks, Bucha has become synonymous with the word 'atrocities’. After
Putin's troops withdrew, bodies of civilians were found scattered on the streets - some
with their hands bound, some with gunshot wounds to the head.

Private Vasily Knyazev, 24
Despite mounting documentation, the Kremlin has repeated denials its forces were
responsible for the carnage in Bucha and has called images and videos 'another
hoax’

Corporal Mikhail Kashin, 24
Human Rights Watch researchers, who worked in Bucha from April 4 to 11, also
found extensive evidence of summary executions, other unlawful killings, and
enforced disappearances. All of this would constitute war crimes, and potential
crimes against humanity, according to the organisation.

Fact check: Fake news thrives amid Russia-Ukraine war
Note: This article is being updated continuously.
Kathrin Wesolowski - Deutsche Welle
Manipulated photos, false statements, state propaganda and deep-fake videos are all
part of the war between Russia and Ukraine. We debunk some examples and show
how to see through the deception.
Since Russia began its invasion of Ukraine on February 24, an information war has
been raging online. This battle for the truth is being fought on many levels. DW's
fact-checking team has compiled some of the false claims and propaganda from both
sides, revealing what is behind them.

Vadim Ghirda/AP Photo/picture alliance The war in Ukraine is also about
disinformation.

Claim: An oft-shared video shows a derailed military train, allegedly on its way to
war in Ukraine. The scene is said to be Bryansk, which is just over 100 kilometers
from the Ukrainian border. "They (the Russians, editor's note) don't even manage to
transport their equipment,” one Twitter user mocks (archived here), and for other
users the case is clear: "partisans" sabotaged the Russian train.
DW fact check: No, this Russian weapons train was not sabotaged by partisans
Claim: An unofficial Twitter page with more than 450,000 followers supporting the
armed forces of Ukraine (@ArmedForcesUkr) posted a short video allegedly showing
Ukrainian military successes against the Russian army.
DW fact check: Misleading
DW has established that six of the incidents in the film predate the 2022
Russia-Ukraine war and show conflicts in other regions. One of those scenes actually
shows Russian snipers at work in Syria. The remaining 10 incidents might be
legitimate, but cannot be 100% verified.
Solidarity among firefighters
Claim: A CNN reporter reports live from a fuel depot near Lviv that is on fire after a
Russian missile attack. Some viewers have claimed the pictures are fake. One
firefighter is wearing a jacket with the word "Edmonton" on it. They are, therefore,
not pictures from Ukraine.
DW fact check: False
In our Ukraine fact-checking video we proved that the pictures are authentic. In 2017,
the Edmonton Fire Department donated 600 fire suits and other equipment to Ukraine.
That is why the firefighters are wearing Canadian suits.
This was confirmed by the head of Firefighter Aid Ukraine project, Kevin Royle, in a
DW interview.
Corpses on the streets of Bucha
Claim: The Russian government has said that when the Russian army left the Kyiv
suburb of Bucha on March 30, there were no bodies on the streets.
DW fact check: False
Our fact-check video on Bucha (see above) showed that this claim is false. Satellite
imagery and eyewitness accounts show that there were already dead bodies on the
streets of Bucha in March.
'Living corpses’ of Bucha
Claim: Official Russian and pro-Russian accounts have claimed that the killings and
images of dead bodies in Bucha were staged. It is alleged that one video from Bucha
shows people pretending to be corpses.
DW fact check: False
Our video analysis (see above) shows that the bodies in the video are not moving -it's just an optical illusion. Analyses by other media have reached the same
conclusion.

Russia bombing cities in Ukraine
Claim: Maria Zakharova, the spokesperson for Russia's Foreign Ministry, has said
that Russia is not bombing cities in Ukraine. She has alleged that pictures showing
the attacks are manipulated videos from NATO countries.
DW fact check: False
Russian attacks on civilians and non-military targets in Ukraine have been well
documented. Our in-depth fact check video on the Russia-Ukraine war (see below)
cites a few examples. Two reliable sources tracking reports of civilian victims in
Ukraine are the investigative site Bellingcat and the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR).
Russian murdered by Ukrainian refugees in Germany?
Claim: A woman said in a TikTok video that a 16-year-old Russian-born refugee was
beaten up by Ukrainian refugees at a train station in the western German town of
Euskirchen. The boy allegedly died of his injuries.
DW fact check: False
The allegation was false, as shown in our fact check. The local police confirmed that
no such crime had taken place and requested that the video be removed.
The woman later apologized in another video, saying she had been deceived by an
acquaintance.
Surprising videos of Putin, Zelenskyy
Claim: In one video, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy appears to announce
his country's surrender. In another video, Russia's Vladimir Putin seems to be
announcing peace with Ukraine.
DW fact check: False
Our video analysis revealed both videos to be deep-fakes. Highly complex computer
programs (machine learning) are used to generate video and sound from other
sources to create an almost convincing impression.
Zelenskyy's whereabouts
Claim: Two days after the Russian invasion began in late February, Russian State
Duma speaker Vyacheslav Volodin said Zelenskyy had fled the capital, Kyiv. The
claim was repeated many times by internet users.
DW fact check: False
There are countless instances of people claiming that the Ukrainian president has left
Kyiv. Our fact-check video shows verifiable evidence that Zelenskyy has remained
based in Kyiv throughout the war.
Old explosion footage passed off as new
Claim: In her video, a TikToker shows a huge explosion that allegedly occurred in the
eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv. The same video is shared on Facebook, this time
supposedly showing the bombing of the "Ukrainian headquarters," as stated in the
video.

DW fact check: False
The footage comes from Lebanon and shows the huge explosion in the port of Beirut
in August 2020, as we showed in our Ukraine fact-checking video. A direct
comparison of the video sequences proves the original source beyond a doubt.
Old photo of Klitschko passed off as current
Claim: A photo of Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko went viral in the first days of the war,
suggesting he was defending his country on the front line.
DW fact check: False
A quick reverse-image search, as described in our Ukraine fact-checking video,
reveals the image was from 2021. It was posted on Instagram by Klitschko himself
and shows him exercising with Ukrainian reservists.
Weightlifter Maryana Naumova's response to Arnold Schwarzenegger
Claim: In a viral video shared by Russia's Foreign Ministry, powerlifter Maryana
Naumova claims that Ukraine is "under the yoke" of neo-Nazis and that Russia is not
attacking civilians.
DW fact check: False
DW has shown (in German) how Maryana Naumova countered Arnold
Schwarzenegger's appeal to Russians with a series of false statements. Her
argumentation is in line with official Russian propaganda and lacks any factual basis
on crucial points.
Is Russia using 'butterfly mines’ in Ukraine?
Claim: Various media reports and social media posts have spread accusations that
Russia is using banned "butterfly mines” in Ukraine. These look like toys, and are
therefore especially dangerous to children.
DW fact check: Unproven
A DW investigation could not find reliable evidence of Russian use of butterfly mines
in Ukraine.
Alleged emotional farewells of Ukrainian soldiers
Claim: A viral video shows what it says are Ukrainian soldiers saying goodbye to
their wives and going off to war.
DW fact check: False
Film scenes are often presented as real-life videos. Our fact check (in German) shows
which film was used in this case, and why such videos still spread online long after
they have been debunked.
Not footage of war, just 'Star Wars'
Claim: Israeli broadcaster Channel 13 News used a short video sequence purporting
to show destruction in Ukraine.
DW fact check: False

The broadcaster obviously did not look closely at the source of the images used. The
video is not of images from Ukraine, but actually a "Star Wars" video, as our fact
check (in German) shows.
Who started the war?
Claim: Four days after Russia began its invasion, Russian spokesperson Maria
Zakharova claimed Ukraine had started the war, not Russia. She referred to the
armed conflict ongoing since 2014 in the east of Ukraine. Moreover, Zakharova said
Ukraine had planned the "systematic extermination of the Donbas population.”
DW fact check: False
Our fact check explains why Zakharova's claim that Ukraine started the war is not
true. In March 2014, Russia illegally annexed the Crimean Peninsula. On February
24, 2022, Russia attacked Ukraine from the north, northeast and via Crimea in the
south, initiating a war between Russia and Ukraine.
Not the first American victim of the Ukraine war
Claim: A Twitter account posing as CNN reported the death of a US activist in
Ukraine. The post went viral because it showed a person who had allegedly already
died in Afghanistan.
DW fact check: False
For our fact check (in German), we turned to CNN. Their spokesperson stressed that
"the pictures, the posts, the related stories and also social media accounts that
published the tweets are all fake." A reverse image search revealed the real person in
photos to be a US YouTube personality.
Polish air support for Ukraine
Claim: The Ukrainian Air Force has claimed that in the future it could take off for
"combat missions” from Polish airports.
DW fact check: Misleading
Our research showed (in German) that the Ukrainian Air Force was incorrect in
claiming that its fighter jets could launch combat missions from Poland. One analyst
we spoke with said this would be tantamount to NATO entering the war.
Chasing the 'Ghost of Kyiv'
Claim: A Ukrainian fighter pilot is said to have shot down six Russian aircraft and is
being celebrated as a war hero on social media. Alleged pictures of him are also
shown.
DW fact check: False
Our fact check showed that the majority of videos and photos posted in connection
with the "Ghost of Kyiv" story are fakes. The Ukrainian Defense Ministry has not
responded to DW's questions about the pilot's identity.
Even more old explosion footage passed off as current
Claim: A TikTok video shows a huge explosion, allegedly an attack in Ukraine one
day before the invasion by the Russian army.

DW fact check: False
Our first fact-check video (see below) showed that the explosion occurred in 2021 in
the Russian city of Novosibirsk, and shows a petrol station there bursting into flames.
A parachute operation in Ukraine
Claim: A presenter on the TV channel of Germany's "Bild” newspaper said a video
shows hundreds of Russian soldiers parachuting into Kharkiv.
DW fact check: False
In our fact check of five Ukrainian videos we clarified that the footage is not from the
Russia-Ukraine war. It was published as early as 2016 on various social networks
and claims to show Russian paratroopers during training in Russia.
An impressive flyover, but where?
Claim: A Twitter user posted a video alleging the "live broadcast of the war in
Ukraine.” A formation of fighter jets can be seen flying menacingly close over an
urban area.
DW fact check: False
Our fact check revealed that the video was already circulating on the internet in 2020
and shows an air show north of Moscow.
Difference between real battle scenes, computer games
Claim: An early viral video in the Russia-Ukraine war allegedly showed spectacular
air-to-ground combat between Ukraine and Russia.
DW fact check: False
DW's fact check of five videos from the conflict traced the footage to the 2013
computer game "Arma 3." It's not the first time such game sequences have been
posted as supposedly real combat images.
Did Russian soldiers celebrate the start of the war?
Claim: A viral video on social media claims to show Russian soldiers dancing and
celebrating just before they go to war in Ukraine.
DW fact check: False
Our fact check revealed the original video to be from 2018, and it's not from Russia.
It shows an Uzbek military band at a concert in a subway station of the capital,
Tashkent.
'Denazification' and other alleged reasons for war
Claim: As his troops attacked Ukraine, President Putin justified the invasion, saying
Russia needed to "defend itself,” stop a "genocide” and "denazify” Ukraine.
DW fact check: False/misleading
This DW fact check analyzes numerous claims made by Putin and shows that his
assertions are often false or misleading. There is no case of defense; Russia is waging
a war of aggression in Ukraine.
Was Ukraine 'created by Russia’?

Claim: Putin claimed in a TV broadcast that modern Ukraine was created by Russia,
and has never had stable traditions of genuine statehood.
DW fact check: False/misleading
In this fact check (in German), we discussed with experts why Putin's statements are
false or misleading. The fact is that modern Ukraine was not "created” by Russia,
because the Ukrainian People's Republic had existed for about two years before it
was taken over by Russia's Red Army in 1920.
The republic was the result of the Ukrainian independence movement under the rule
of the Russian czar. The territories that make up today's Ukraine were largely
incorporated into the Russian Empire until its collapse in 1917.
(This article was adapted from German by Michael Trobridge)
Where Is Ukraine’s Southern Counteroffensive?
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes
The port city of Kherson, at the mouth of the Dnieper River in southern Ukraine, was
the first—and so far only—of Ukraine’s provincial capitals to fall to Russian invaders
in the current phase of the Russia-Ukraine war.

Forbes Ukrainian forces in Odessa. Ukrainian army photo
Russian troops marched into Kherson on March 2 following more than a week of
bitter fighting. From that moment, supporters of a free Ukraine counted the days until
Kyiv could organize a counteroffensive aimed at liberating the city of 280,000.
That day hasn’t yet come. Russian troops haven’t managed to advance much farther
west than Kherson. But Ukrainian troops haven’t succeeded in pushing very far east,
either.
It’s a stalemate.
That could change as Kyiv rearms its forces with artillery and other heavy weaponry
donated by NATO countries. That’s the best-case scenario for Ukraine. The worst is
that Russia keeps control of Kherson and, following a sham referendum, declares the
occupied city “independent” of Ukraine.

Kherson is one of several port cities along Ukraine’s long coastline that were targets
in the southern front of Russia’s wider war starting on Feb. 23. Berdyansk and
Mariupol, on the Sea of Azov, are just miles from separatist-controlled Donbas and
quickly fell.
The Russian army aimed to march west along the Ukrainian coast all the way to
Russian-occupied Transnistria in western Moldova, seizing Kherson, Mykolaiv and
Odessa—in that order—and totally cutting off Ukraine from the sea. Odessa,
Ukraine’s most important port, was the biggest prize.
But the Russians were under-supplied and incompetently led, and the Ukrainians
fought harder than anyone outside of Ukraine expected they would. The Russian 49th
Combined Arms Army’s advance ground to a halt outside Mykolaiv, 30 miles
northwest of Kherson.
In the six weeks since then, Russia’s northern front around Kyiv has collapsed.
Having lost 10,000 or more troops and a fifth of its 125 battalion tactical groups, the
Kremlin dialed back its war aims. Regime change in Kyiv isn’t feasible. But Moscow
still hopes to expand the territory it controls in Donbas while possibly also making
another try for Mykolaiv and Odessa.
A significant proportion of the Russian Black Sea Fleet is rusting away on the seabed,
so an amphibious attack on Odessa is beyond Moscow’s means. If the Russians are
going to take Odessa, they’ll have to get there by land. From Kherson through
Mykolaiv.
It’s not going well for the Russians. “On Kherson, we have seen fighting continue
there ... with no reported shifts over the last 24 hours ... with any shifts in territory
controlled,” an unnamed U.S. Defense Department official told reporters on April 19.
“In other words, basically status quo, but there is active fighting in the Kherson area,”
the official added.
“It's not just static, there is fighting. But there hasn't been any change in who controls
what.”
A day later, another—or the same—official had very little to add. “Fighting continues
in the Kherson region,” they said. The Pentagon did note Ukrainian troops liberating
Oleksandrivka, a seaside town just west of Kherson. But a few days later Russian
forces reportedly recaptured the town.
The lack of progress by either army makes sense. The Russians are exhausted. The
Ukrainians have mobilized their substantial reserves but haven’t yet armed them with
the hundreds of armored vehicles and artillery pieces the United States, the United
Kingdom, France, Poland and other countries have donated.
The terrain around Kherson is unforgiving for any offensive. “Open horizon to
horizon, with barely any defilades for infantry, let alone mechanized equipment,” is
how one Canadian volunteer in the Ukrainian army described the landscape. An
attacker would need an overwhelming advantage in tanks and big guns to push
through ambushes and sustain an advance.

There were signs a few weeks ago Ukraine was building up the necessary force. Kyiv
began drawing down the Odessa garrison, first redeploying the 28th Mechanized
Brigade toward the fight around Kherson. But it appears commanders haven’t yet
redeployed the 5th Tank Brigade that’s also been defending Odessa.
Russian mobilizations in Transnistria, just 30 miles west of Odessa, may be the
reason for Kyiv’s hesitation. To be clear, there are just a handful of weak Russian
battalions in Transnistria. It’s unlikely they pose a serious threat to Odessa.
But losing Odessa isn’t an option for Ukraine if the country is going to have any
chance of rebuilding after the war. Safeguarding the strategic port, even against a
minor threat, arguably is more important to Kyiv than speeding up a possible
Kherson counteroffensive is.
Unless and until the 5th Tank rolls east from Odessa, the 28th Mech and other
Ukrainian formations around Mykolaiv might not have enough firepower to advance
on Kherson.
The Russians are taking advantage of the impasse, in their way. Russian officials
reportedly have threatened to conscript Ukrainians in Kherson, a move the U.K.
Defense Ministry described as “a violation of Article 51 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention.” In other words, a war crime.
The Russians also announced plans to hold a referendum in Kherson in early May
that could lead to Moscow declaring an independent “Kherson People’s Republic”
that, in fact, would be a Russian puppet state.
Kherson residents protested the planned referendum amid deepening local resistance
to the Russian occupation. Kherson partisans reportedly have killed at least two
pro-Russian collaborators in the city.
“Russian occupiers and everyone who supports them: we are close, already operating
in Kherson,” the partisans’ fliers read.
“Death awaits you all! Kherson is Ukraine.”
The Canadian volunteer urged patience. “I know everyone is eagerly waiting for the
news of a full-scale offensive on Kherson, especially those who are in occupied
Kherson,” he tweeted.
“We know things are not easy for you.”
“So the plan, for now, is simple,” he continued.
“We continue to drain Russian ammo supplies [and] equipment, deprive them of sleep
at night, raid their lines and in general degrade their combat ability

'Donbas

AFP

is not Ukraine’: in industrial east, hopes for Russian rule

Yasuyoshi CHIBA
At a market in the industrial town of Lysychansk in east Ukraine -- war-scarred after
relentless attacks by Russian forces -- one woman quietly hopes Moscow's army will
break through.
"Technically, we're Ukrainian. But Donbas is not Ukraine,” Olena confided to AFP,
referring to swathes of east Ukraine that Moscow has vowed to capture from Kyiv.
"Ukrainians are the foreigners here -- not Russians,” she said, giving a pseudonym,
concerned that unpopular opinions like hers could land her "in prison”.
Olena's view on the war is not unique in this part of Ukraine where long-standing ties
with Russia, nostalgia for the Soviet Union and hopes for a fast end to fighting mean
many would welcome a Russian takeover.

Yasuyoshi CHIBA Thousands of Russians were dispatched to work in east Ukraine
after World War II, creating ties that continue today.

For years the Kremlin has accused Ukraine of discriminating against Russian
speakers in the Donbas region, which has been partially controlled by pro-Kremlin
separatists since 2014.
It says it wants to "liberate” parts of the mining and oil hub still controlled by Kyiv.
Moscow's forces are closing in, pounding Lysychansk and seizing villages around it.
Ukraine's army has put up fierce resistance, slowing Russia's advance, but some
wearing blue and yellow patches already feel as if they are in enemy territory.
"Even if we do everything possible to hide our positions, residents here give the other
side information about us,” a sergeant in the Ukrainian army, Iryna, told AFP.

Simon MALFATTO Russian invasion of Ukraine
Donbas 'had everything’

Attesting to that, Kyiv's army regularly announces arrests of "saboteurs” in Donbas
territory it controls and many among the rank and file said they were suspicious of
residents.
Iryna, whose unit recently withdrew from Russian-controlled Kreminna north of
Lysychansk, described this tale-telling as "very, very common”.
"It comes from people who are supposed to be above suspicion -- even priests,” she
added.
Some Ukrainian troops and officials hope that the Donbas residents fleeing fighting
towards Russia are the ones sympathetic to Moscow.
Still, they worry pro-Russia sentiment is lingering among some who have remained.
"These are people who at best don't mind and at worst are hoping for the arrival of
the Russians,” Vadim Lyakh, the mayor of Sloviansk in northwestern Donbas, told
AFP.
Lyakh, whose city briefly fell to the separatists in 2014, said however that now was
not the time to confront the mainly elderly Kremlin-sympathetic residents who long
for the Soviet past.

Yasuyoshi CHIBA The eastern Donbas region has been controlled partially by
pro-Kremlin separatists since 2014 following nationwide anti-government
demonstrations.
"Now is not the time to quarrel with them,” he told AFP.
Language is regularly pointed to as a sticking point in the predominantly
Russian-speaking Donbas, where Moscow dispatched many ethnic Russians to work
after World War II.

Arman SOLDIN Smoke billows above the town of Rubizhne captured by Russian
forces.
But residents said the issues at hand centred on values, identity and the region's
economy that was shattered during the Soviet collapse in 1991 and blamed on Kyiv.
Donbas "had everything: coal, salt, chemical industry,” said Olena, who worked at
an oil refinery in Lysychansk for two decades.
Communist flags and portraits
"While the Ukrainians protested on Maidan, we were working!” she said of historic
street demonstrations in 2014 that toppled Ukraine's Kremlin-friendly leader.
A Russian takeover of Donbas would restore the struggling region's economic
prowess, says Olena, lighting up as she recalls old Soviet glories.
A bunker built for employees of the Ost Chem nitrogen plant in Severodonetsk, across
a river from Lysychansk, is filled with regalia from that era.
Communist flags and portraits of Alexei Stakhanov -- a legendary Soviet worker from
Donbas hailed by authorities as a model for efficiency -- line its walls.
More than 160 residents of the frontline town have been sheltering in the bunker for
two months. Most accuse Ukraine of shelling their town, not Russian forces.
Tamara Dorivientko, a retired English teacher, is reading Jane Austen on her
makeshift bed while she waits for the shelling to end.
"Why would I be afraid of the Russians? We lived in the Soviet Union for 70 years,”
she said. "We're the same.”
She says she sympathises with Moscow but also "loves” Ukraine.
"I'd have preferred to stay there,” she said, describing it as "a beautiful country with
a lot of freedom”.
"The decision has been made for us,” she told AFP.

Sloviansk mayor Lyakh said there is little Ukrainian authorities can do to counter the
pro-Russian sentiment.
"They want the war to end but don't see a problem with Russia's conduct of hostilities,”
he said.
Hopefully, he said, Russia's destruction of other Ukrainian cities "will make them
change their minds”.

Taking the fight to Russia
Jon Sweet - Washington Examiner
Someone forgot to tell the Ukrainians that the war is limited to their borders.

Vladimir Astapkovich/AP Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks to U.N.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres during their meeting in the Kremlin, in Moscow,
Russia, Tuesday, April 26, 2022. (Vladimir Astapkovich, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo
via AP)
Vladimir Putin has cried foul. His Defense Ministry threatened to attack
Kyiv if Ukraine targeted troop supply lines in Russia, saying it will "retaliate with
long-range smart weapons.” Putin was referring to the fire at the ammunition depot
in Bryansk and explosions in the border provinces of Kursk and Voronezh.
He even went as far as threatening visiting Western officials, stating, "The subjects of
one of the Western countries, present at the Ukrainian decision-making centers in
Kyiv in the capacity of advisers, will not necessarily constitute a problem for Russia
in making a decision to retaliate.”
But that wasn’t the only threat. In response to the increase in acts of sabotage, Putin
announced, "If anyone ventures to intervene from the outside and [pose]
unacceptable threats of a strategic nature to Russia, they should know that our
counter-retaliatory strikes will take place with lightning speed.”
Again, Putin implied the use of nuclear weapons: “We have all the tools to do this.
The kind that no one else can boast of right now. We will use them if necessary. I want
everyone to know that. All the decisions have been made in this regard.”

Putin’s foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov, accused NATO of fighting a proxy war by
supplying military aid to Ukraine, telling the Russian media, "NATO, in essence, is
engaged in a war with Russia through a proxy and is arming that proxy. War means
war.” He also warned that the risks of nuclear conflict were now "considerable.”
On the 63rd day of the invasion, Putin continues to show his frustration at his
military’s ineptness in capturing Kyiv and the Azovstal steel plant, as well as the slow
progress being made in the Donbas region. Still, Putin insists his "special military
operation” will be a success.
Belarus, which permitted as many as 30,000 Russian soldiers to stage along its
border with Ukraine prior to the invasion, has allowed ballistic missiles to be fired
from its territory. It is getting tough on sabotage, concerned by activists who have
targeted the railway network. These attacks are making it harder for Russia to deploy
forces into Ukraine for its invasion.
Top line: Ukraine didn’t start this war, but its people are determined to win it. They
will use every tool available to them, without regard to borders. The Russian military
cannot be afforded sanctuary in Russia or Belarus. A
s U.K. Defense Minister James Heappey said, "Hitting Russian logistics was a
legitimate part of war as Russian forces continue a second assault in eastern and
southern Ukraine. It is entirely legitimate to go after targets in the depth of your
opponents to disrupt their logistics and supply lines.”

Russian defense ministry says it has hit Ukrainian targets with submarine strikes
Caroline Vakil - The Hill

The Hill
Russia used cruise missiles to target Ukrainian military infrastructure in submarine
strikes, the country’s defense ministry announced on Friday.

“The crew of a diesel-electric submarine of the Black Sea Fleet from the Black Sea
carried out a salvo launch of Kalibr cruise missiles at the military infrastructure of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine,” the Russian defense ministry said in a post on
Telegram.
It was not immediately clear if Ukraine had responded to Russia’s claims.
According to the Russian Interfax news agency, it is the first time Russia has said that
Ukrainian targets have been attacked by its submarines, Reuters noted.
British defense officials warned Thursday that 20 Russian Navy vessels, including
submarines, were in the Black Sea operational zone and retained “the ability to strike
Ukrainian and coastal targets.”
Moscow confirmed earlier this month that the flagship of its Black Sea fleet, the
Moskva, sank after being damaged in a fire. Ukrainian and U.S. officials have said
the missile cruiser was hit by Ukrainian missiles.
The development comes amid Russia’s renewed military push in southern and eastern
Ukraine.
President Biden on Thursday called for Congress to authorize $33 billion for aid to
Ukraine, including for military support, economic assistance geared toward
Ukraine’s government and humanitarian assistance.
In an interview with CNN following Biden’s request to Congress, State Department
spokesman Ned Price said the United States was a “key enabler” in Ukraine’s
success against Ukraine.
“[Putin’s] forces have been pushed out of large parts of the country. His forces have
lost the battle of Kyiv. His forces have been forced to concentrate in the south and the
east. The fact is that Ukrainians have been able, with their grit and determination and
courage, have been able to repel Russian forces. They are winning these battles,” he
said.
“But the key enabler, a key enabler in all of this has been the massive amount of
security assistance that we have been able to provide, $3.8 billion from the United
States alone since Feb. 24, when the invasion began,” Price added.

Putin attacking Moldova and Georgia next is 'not off the table,' top Navalny aide
warns
John Haltiwanger (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

Business Insider Russian President Vladimir Putin watches a naval exercise from the
Marshal Ustinov missile cruiser in the Black Sea on January 9, 2020. Alexei
Druzhinin/Getty Images
A top aide to Navalny said a Russian attack on Moldova and Georgia is "not off the
table.”
"If he can he probably will," Vladimir Ashurkov said of Putin and his potential to
expand the Ukraine war. Mysterious explosions in a breakaway region of Moldova
have raised concerns Russia could attack there next.
There are growing concerns across the West that Russian President Vladimir Putin
could expand his unprovoked war in Ukraine into other countries like Moldova and
Georgia.
Vladimir Ashurkov, a top aide to imprisoned Russian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, told Insider that such scenarios are "not off the table.”
"This full scale invasion of Ukraine was a shock to me. I didn't think that it would be
possible, but two months ago it happened. To think whether Putin is capable of
pushing the attacks over to Transnistria and Moldova, etc. — if he can he probably
will,” warned Ashurkov, the executive director of Navalny's Anti-Corruption
Foundation.
"It's not off the table that things like that can happen.”
This warning came following mysterious, unexplained explosions this week in
Transnistria, a Moscow-backed separatist territory where roughly 1,500 Russian
troops are stationed. Transnistria, considered to be part of Moldova by the
international community, shares a 250-mile border with Ukraine.
Maj. Gen. Rustam Minnekayev, a senior Russian commander, last Friday said that
taking over southern Ukraine would link Russia to Transnistria. This suggested that
Putin might be factoring the breakaway territory into his war plans, and has
prompted alarm across the region.

Ukraine on Thursday said it was moving more troops to the border with Moldova.
Meanwhile, Nicu Popescu, Moldova's deputy prime minister and foreign minister, on
Thursday told journalists that his country was facing "a very dangerous new
moment.”
Moldova, like Ukraine, is a former Soviet republic that is not part of the NATO
alliance.
"I think it's always been Mr. Putin's intent to take over Moldova and Georgia, and the
Baltic states. He is certainly capable of horizontal escalation…if he thinks he can
deter the West,” Wesley Clark, former Supreme Allied Commander Europe of
NATO, told CNN earlier this week.
Similarly, Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin of Maryland in a tweet on Monday said that
while Ukraine is Russia's current target, its defeat by Russian forces would mean
"Moldova, Georgia and other countries, including NATO allies, are at risk of Russian
invasion.”
Neither Moldova nor Georgia are strangers to Russian aggression. Russian forces in
1992 intervened in a war in Moldova on behalf of pro-Russian rebels, and have
occupied Transnistria ever since.
Georgia was invaded by Russia during a short but formative war in 2008. Russian
troops continue to occupy roughly 20% of Georgia's territory — the breakaway
regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia.
The governments of Georgia and Moldova have been pushing for more support from
the West since Russia invaded Ukraine, and both formally applied for EU
membership last month.
Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili visited Washington on Thursday to this
effect, tweeting that she spoke with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi "on Ukraine and the
unjustified Russian aggression and the importance of US continued support to
Georgia in these crucial times.”
Zourabichvili also spoke by phone with Moldovan President Maia Sandu on Thursday.
Following their conversation, Sandu tweeted that she thanked the Georgian president
for her country's "solidarity with Moldova in these difficult times for the entire
region.”
The Moldovan leader earlier in the week said the explosions in Transnistria were
perpetrated by "pro-war factions.”
"We condemn any challenges and attempts to lure the Republic of Moldova into
actions that could jeopardize peace in the country,” Sandu said.
'We are dealing with a desperate rogue operator’

Business Insider Russian President Vladimir Putin stands in a hall prior to a meeting
with his Belarus' counterpart at the Kremlin in Moscow on March 11, 2022. Mikhail
Klimentyev/Getty Images
In spite of the rising concerns in Moldova and Georgia, it's also debatable as to
whether Russia could pull off pushing the conflict beyond Ukraine. The war has been
disastrous for the Russian military so far, while leaving Moscow economically and
politically isolated. Russian troops are also focusing their efforts in the eastern
Donbas region of Ukraine at present.
"It's a question of the battlefield situation. It's a question of the economic harm that
sanctions are causing Russia. It's a question of the flow of armaments that Western
countries are providing to Ukraine,” Ashurkov said.
Ashurkov lives in exile in London but continues to focus on exposing corruption in
Russia — particularly when it comes to the activities of those in Putin's inner circle.
He is acutely aware of how ruthless Putin can be, as someone who works closely with
the Russian leader's most prominent critic.
Before he was thrown behind bars last year on charges widely decried as politically
motivated, Navalny in August 2020 was poisoned with the Soviet-era nerve agent
Novichok and nearly died.
Leaders across the world have condemned Putin over the poisoning. The Russian
leader denied any involvement, despite the stark similarities to past operations linked
to Moscow that targeted Putin's critics.
In the time since his poisoning and imprisonment, Navalny's political network was
dubbed "extremist” and banned in Russia, forcing his foundation to relocate staff and
set up a new office in Lithuania. And last month, Navalny had nine years added to his
sentence by a judge whom Putin promoted to a higher court just days earlier.
As evidenced by the brutal war in Ukraine, Putin's aggression and cold-blooded
leadership style has also extended well beyond Russia's borders.

"I don't think anybody on planet Earth has a secure future when there is a maniac
with a nuclear bomb banging it around,” Ashurkov said of Putin.
"The situation is quite dire for everybody.”
"Russia over years has exhibited more and more assertiveness in foreign policy. The
war in Georgia was sort of the first example, but then we have seen the annexation of
Crimea, meddling in eastern Ukraine.
We've seen a number of cyber attacks, including meddling in US elections.
We've seen a number of assassinations in different countries.
We've seen Russia taking the site of a brutal dictatorship in Syria,” Ashurkov said,
adding, "This was met by quite an indecisive response from Western countries. More
could have been done.”
Perhaps aiming to avoid the mistakes of the past, Western governments in recent days
have begun to emphasize the need to prepare Moldova and Georgia, among other
countries, for potential Russian attacks.
"This is a time for courage not for caution,” British Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss said in a speech on Wednesday.
"And we must ensure that, alongside Ukraine, the Western Balkans and countries like
Moldova and Georgia have the resilience and the capabilities to maintain their
sovereignty and freedom.”
"We are dealing with a desperate rogue operator with no interest in international
norms,” Truss said of Putin.

Brimstone Precision-Guided Missiles Are Headed To Ukraine Within Weeks
Thomas Newdick - The Drive

MBDA
The United Kingdom has confirmed that it’s sending Brimstone precision-guided
missiles to Ukraine, as part of a steadily expanding supply of weapons the country is
providing to help resist the Russian invasion, which is now in its 64th day.

Interestingly, accounts from British officials and media are currently at odds as to
whether the missiles being supplied are intended as anti-ship weapons, for attacking
ground targets, or perhaps even both.
The Brimstone, produced by pan-European missile manufacturer MBDA, is available
in air-launched and ground-launched versions and has also been offered in
ship-based form.
What we do know is that a British government official, James Heappey, the U.K.’s
armed forces minister, has confirmed that “hundreds” of Brimstone missiles will be
sent to Ukraine, where the first examples should arrive in the “next few weeks.”
In its report on the topic, The Times newspaper states clearly that the Brimstones
being supplied are anti-ship weapons, although Heappey is not directly quoted on this
point.
Brimstone has, in the past, been offered as a missile that can be mounted on different
surface vessels, including smaller coastal craft. However, even against bigger vessels,
such as a large amphibious landing ship, Brimstone could still achieve a mission kill.
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A senior colleague of Heappey, U.K. Defense Secretary Ben Wallace, meanwhile has
said the Brimstone missiles “will be used over the ground,” suggesting that
anti-shipping is not the main priority. Indeed, Wallace added that an anti-ship missile
solution was being considered separately.
It is possible that the newspaper may have conflated the planned delivery of
Brimstone with reports back in October last year, several months prior to the Russian
invasion, that identified Ukraine as a potential Brimstone customer.

At the time, it was suggested the missiles would be integrated on Ukrainian patrol
boats and aircraft. Today, however, integration on naval craft let alone on the
dwindling fleet of Ukrainian combat aircraft would likely be a long and complex
process.
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Further confusion may also exist after the U.K. Prime Minister Boris
Johnson pledged he would supply Ukraine with anti-ship missiles, during his visit to
Kyiv earlier this month.
There had been speculation that such a delivery might involve Harpoon anti-ship
missiles, although the United Kingdom uses these in ship-launched form, rather than
from the kinds of ground launchers that would be of immediate use to Ukraine.
Boris Johnson has also suggested that Ukrainian Brimstones could be mounted on the
back of ‘technical’ vehicles to hit targets in the Black Sea.
The Ukrainians claimed to have used their own Neptune anti-ship missiles to sink the
Russian Navy’s Project 1164 Slava class cruiser Moskva in the Black Sea
Fleet earlier this month. However, the anti-ship version of Brimstone has been
developed to engage smaller targets.

The Drive The Brimstone Missile fitted to a Tornado GR4.
This advanced radar-guided weapon is derived from the US Army Hellfire
AGM-114F missile and is deployed in RAF service on a pylon-mounted launching
rack that contains three missiles.
The weapon flies at low level, using its on-board navigation systems to head for the
target and searching, using its radar, to distinguish between valid and non-valid
targets.
Brimstone can be programmed to start searching only in target areas, limiting risks
to friendly forces. It is powered by a rocket motor and can seek and destroy targets at
long range. Ground acquisition and target recognition are achieved by a millimetric
wave radar seeker.
The weapon locks onto a target after launch and is designed for the attack and
destruction of armoured targets. Steerable fins guide the missile towards the target
with final impact causing a tandem charge warhead to detonate.
The first, smaller warhead nullifies reactive armor, allowing the follow-through
charge to penetrate the main armor. It is designed to be carried by the Tornado GR4
and Typhoon F2.
The weapon can be used in Indirect and Direct modes. For Indirect attack weapons
are launched when the targets and their position are not visible to the attacking
aircraft. In Direct mode the pilot can use an on-board sighting system to select the
target, which can lie off the aircraft's track, so that pilots do not need to manoeuvre to
release weapons.

The anti-ship application is known as Maritime Brimstone or, in its latest form, Sea
Spear.
MBDA describes the missile, which is similar in general appearance to the
American AGM-114 Hellfire, as follows:
“Maritime Brimstone provides a unique and unrivaled, all-weather, rapid
anti-swarming FIAC [fast in-shore attack craft] capability weapon, offering the naval
operator the option of engaging a wide range of target types, including fast-moving
individual targets in cluttered environments, in both direct and indirect fire modes.”
In the past, MBDA has also offered the Brimstone as a ground-launched weapon
integrated with a variety of ground platforms, too, including for Poland’s tank
destroyer requirement.
A proposed Brimstone-armed tank destroyer for Poland, based on the Krab 155mm
self-propelled howitzer chassis, with three eight-round launchers. MBDA.
To date, none of the vehicle-mounted or ship-launched Brimstone versions have been
deployed operationally. This would make Ukraine the first confirmed operator of
either variant of the missile, with all previous customers using the air-launched
Brimstone.
Brimstone in detail
Regardless of the application, each Brimstone is a little under 6 feet long, has a
diameter of 7.4 inches, and weighs 110 pounds. The operator can select the firing
mode using a touchscreen control panel and the missile can also be launched in
salvos to tackle swarms of targets.
Guidance is by dual active millimetric-wave radar and semi-active laser, meaning it
can be used in adverse weather conditions and at night. There is also an inertial
navigation system autopilot to get it to the general target area at extended ranges
before it begins searching out its target autonomously.
The warhead is a tandem shaped charge with different delay and proximity fusing
modes.
The maximum range of the surface-launched Brimstone versions is unclear, but the
air-launched model can reportedly hit targets at between 4.3 and 15.5 miles. Surface
launch, without the benefit of an aircraft’s speed and altitude, would likely imply a
range at the lower end of this scale.
Brimstone missile. MBDA
Since the missile itself, whether ground-launched or ship-based, is the same one as
used by the U.K. Royal Air Force and other operators in the air-launched application,
Ukraine can presumably be supplied with existing rounds from U.K. stockpiles, or
direct from the manufacturer.
A Brimstone missile fitted to a Royal Air Force Tornado GR4 strike aircraft.
Anti-ship Brimstone

The delivery of the weapons at this point could also be in response to fears of a
possible Russian amphibious assault, perhaps directed against Ukraine’s key port city
of Odesa, or elsewhere along the country’s southern coast.
The ability to salvo-launch precision-guided weapons from the coast is something that
Ukraine currently lacks, beyond an unknown number of launchers for its own
Neptune missiles.
However, these weapons were only recently inducted to service and it’s not clear if
they are available in significant numbers. In contrast, the Maritime Brimstone is also
much more mobile and can be easily concealed, especially when adapted for launch
from smaller vehicles.
As well as the continued threat of amphibious assault, it’s also noteworthy that Russia
is now apparently making use of at least one Mangust class patrol boat to launch
covert missions behind Ukrainian lines, according to sources in the country.
In particular, there are reports of the Russians making use of the massive Dnieper
River and its many tributaries to deliver troops into the enemy’s rear areas. This
would suggest a developing riverine element to the conflict, one in which the
Maritime Brimstone could also be highly relevant.
Brimstone versus ground targets
Of course, there is no reason why Brimstone couldn’t also be used to engage targets
on land or be used against targets in both domains. The air-launched Brimstone has
been widely used in combat against moving targets, especially, and its tandem
warhead is capable of penetrating “all known conventional and reactive armor,”
according to the manufacturer.
The same would be true of a ground-launched version, which could be especially
useful to help blunt the ongoing Russian offensive in the east of Ukraine, which is
making considerable use of tanks. Especially in this theater, Brimstone could help
offset the large Russian armored formations, which Ukraine may otherwise struggle
to counter.
As for training the Ukrainian Armed Forces to use Brimstone, it’s not clear where
this will take place but, based on the delivery timeline, it may well be happening
already.
Ukrainian troops apparently received training on British-supplied
Starstreak ground-based anti-aircraft missiles in Poland. Within days of these
weapons being declared ready for service, there were claims that Starstreaks
had successfully brought down several Russian helicopters.
All told, it seems that we may not have to wait long to see the Brimstone in action in
Ukraine. While we cannot currently confirm if the missiles are intended to strike
objectives at sea, on land, or in both domains, there is clearly potential for this
weapon to be employed against a wide variety of Russian targets.

