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Russian spies working for Putin have infiltrated US intelligence'
Jessica Kwong - Metro

Metro

Spies actively working for Russian President Viadimir Putin have most likely
infiltrated US intelligence, former CIA and FBI officers have reportedly said.

Former intelligence officials apparently gave their read on the situation in interviews
with ex-federal prosecutor and New York Time bestselling author Lis Wiehl, 60.

The report comes at a time when the US needs to anticipate Putin’s next moves more
than ever, given Russia’s ongoing war on Ukraine, said Wiehl. She spoke in light of
her forthcoming book, A Spy in Plain Sight: The Inside Story of the FBI and Robert
Hanssen — America’s Most Damaging Russian Spy.

Wiehl’s book is a deep dive on the life of Robert Hanssen, who was an FBI double
agent feeding information to Russian and Soviet agencies from 1979 until he was
discovered in 2001.

‘We have to be very aware that this could happen again,’ Wiehl told The Sun in a
report published on Wednesday.

‘It was shocking to me when I did my interviews and asked the FBI agents and CIA
officers.’

‘Every interview I ended with, “Could there be another Hanssen today?” and, to a
person, a hundred percent, the response was yes.

‘And the follow up with many of them was that there probably already is.’

Wiehl said that the US at this moment in time needs ‘to know what the Russians are
doing and planning’.

‘What we don’t realize is where we get our real intelligence to stay ahead, to find out
what they 're doing. The way you get that is by getting people in that country to spy for
you. That'’s just a way of doing business, it always has been,” Wiehl said.
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‘If we lose those people because of a counter spy here in this country, then we 've lost
a hell of a lot of information at a time like this where we need to be anticipating what
Russia’s next move is going to be.’

Wiehl is a third generation federal prosecutor and her father was an FBI agent.

Ex-FBI Special Agent Jack Thompson in an interview with Wiehl said that after three
decades in the agency, he has ‘no reason to believe there isn’t a recruitment in place
right now in the FBI, the CIA, and the DOE".

‘I can say almost with certainty that people in the DOE have been recruited by
foreign intelligence services,” Thompson said.

The Memo: US faces big test as Ukraine war enters new phase
Niall Stanage - The Hill

The Hill

The war in Ukraine is entering a new phase — and that is bringing new challenges
for President Biden and other Western leaders.

The question facing the White House is whether the American public will stay
emotionally engaged with the war.

If they do, they will likely be willing to accept continued costs, such as elevated gas
prices, in pursuit of the bigger goal of pushing back the Russian invasion.

If they are not, it could weaken the sanctions process over time and give Russian
President Viadimir Putin leeway to recover from early setbacks.

The question is much more salient now that Russia has switched its focus away from
Kyiv and onto the Donbas region in eastern Ukraine.



The Ukrainian defense of its capital in the early phase of the war was heroic by any
reasonable measure — and commanded enormous media coverage in the United
States and elsewhere in the West.

But the new fight — described by White House press secretary Jen Psaki on
Wednesday as “a different kind of war on the ground” — will be long and arduous.

Prior to February’s invasion, fighting between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian
separatists in eastern Ukraine had dragged on for eight years without a definitive
conclusion.

Experts and Washington insiders express some concern about what comes next. But
they also note the high level of American public interest in the war so far.

“Without a doubt, the American public’s attention will have highs and lows in the war
in Ukraine,” said Joel Rubin, who served as a deputy assistant secretary of State
during President Obama’s administration.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if it wanes a little bit as this war of attrition begins to take
place,” Rubin added.

“But as long as there is continued heroism and leadership from President
[Volodymyr] Zelensky, and as long as there is this continued ‘Great Power’ conflict,
and as long, of course, as the humanitarian catastrophe continues to unfold, this will
not only command President Biden’s attention, but congressional attention and the
American public’s attention.”

Biden praised the Ukrainian people for being “tougher and more proud than I
thought” when he spoke at the White House Wednesday at a dinner with Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin and high-ranking military leaders

The U.S. has provided well over $2 billion in military and security aid to Ukraine
since the Russian invasion began, even while rebuffing Ukrainian President
Zelensky’s requests for the imposition of a no-fly zone. Biden has been adamant that
he does not want to spark a direct war between American and Russian troops.

Meanwhile, Zelensky has captured the American public’s attention with big moments
like his virtual address to Congress on March 16 and more recent TV interviews with
CBS'’s “60 Minutes” and CNN.

The Ukraine war has not, so far, joined the long list of ultra-polarizing political
issues in the United States. While a small number of Republican politicians have been
skeptical of the need for Washington to get involved so heavily, most Republicans
have been fairly mild in their criticism of Biden on the topic.

If Biden takes stronger action, for example by ramping up sanctions further, “there
will not be partisan complaints from Republicans that he has gone too far,”
according to Doug Heye, a GOP strategist and former communications director of
the Republican National Committee.

“He will be in a very safe political space if he does that.”



Still, Heye acknowledged that continued American public attention on Ukraine was
not assured.

“It certainly is part of Putin’s calculations that the longer this goes on, even though it
is attrition for Russia, the attention of America and the attention of Europe gets
distracted elsewhere by the million other things we all have going on — inflation
being a prime example.”

The conflict has clearly fueled inflationary pressures, in areas from gas prices to

food.

But that has not so far come close to sapping Americans’ desire to back Ukraine. A
new Economist-YouGov poll released Wednesday indicated 65 percent of American
adults approve of U.S. sanctions on Russia and only 17 percent disapprove.

Some experts in Ukraine point to a kind of grim calculus. The revelations of apparent
Russian war crimes, they note, may have further galvanized Western public opinion,
stiffening the resolve that the Kremlin simply can’t be allowed to prevail.

Joshua Tucker, a fellow at the Kroll Institute and a professor of politics at New York
University, noted that such atrocities may prevent Western weariness about the war
from taking hold.

“As we become aware of more and more Russian atrocities in Ukraine, they may have
the countervailing effect of building the desire to do more to help Ukraine,” he said.

Max Bergmann, the director of the Europe Program at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, took a similar view.

Bergmann acknowledged that “as soon as any conflict becomes more static and fixed,
attention inevitably shifts.”

But, he added, “I don’t think we are in danger of a loss of support for sanctions, or
anything like that. Also when it comes to the security assistance, there is tremendous
bipartisan support there to keep doing more.”

All that being said, the U.S. and its allies are now bracing for a prolonged conflict.
“Our allies are stepping up,”” Biden said at the White House Wednesday.
“And NATO is united, focused and energized as it’s ever been.”

But that doesn’t make the task ahead easy.
Asked if the current approach from Washington will work, the Kroll Institute’s Tucker
weighed his answer.

“It depends on how you define ‘will work.’ It absolutely worked, already, to prevent a
quick overthrow of the Ukrainian government and the quick putting-into-place of a
puppet regime in Kyiv,” he said.

“But if you think we will only know it is working when the Russians pull out of the
Donbas and give Crimea back to Ukraine — well, you might be waiting a very long
time.”

Biden Announces Plans to Lower Gas Prices, but There’s a Huge Problem



Red Blooded Conservative
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President Biden has done everything he can to deflect blame for the inflation the US
has undergone since he took office. Since gas prices have been the cornerstone of this
inflation, and his changes in oil drilling policies started nearly the moment he took
office, his deflection of this blame is incredibly irresponsible.

In turn, these prices and the inflation have destroyed Democrats’ hopes for big wins
in the November midterm elections.

With the US average sitting in the neighborhood of 34.27 a gallon, they have dropped
since the rocket peak back in March. This isn’t because Biden did something mind
you. Rather people have been unwilling to travel as far, and with a drop in demand
gas prices plummeted.

Considering the nation is still up $1 a gallon or more across the nation from when he
took office, there is still a lot to be done to improve the situation. As spring warms the
nation up, people will be taking more trips and the demand will of course go up
again.

This would increase the demand for fuel in a big way. US Diplomats and economists
are warning that gas could hit $5 a gallon across the country, and if we don’t import
gas $6 a gallon is not outside the realm of possibilities.

These price figures are already being seen in areas of the country, so if the average
goes that high, the places already that high could potentially see $7-9 a gallon.

People have been wondering how Biden would respond to these forecasts. Naturally,
he can’t do anything to help increase US production, as that would signify his push
for the US to go green has failed miserably (and it has).

When even Tesla Techno King Elon Musk has openly admitted the US is not ready to
go fully electric and has urged the US to boost its oil production, you know we have
problems going on. However, Biden has a solution for America to bounce back.



The grand solution Biden and his team have come up with isn’t one that people were
expecting or hoping for. His idea as stated from a bio-processing and ethanol plant in
lowa is to allow the winter blend of gasoline to be produced year-round.

This fuel (commonly referred to as E15) is comprised of 15% ethanol and is largely
produced just for winter months when many facilities shut down or go on limited
production.

Made from starchy plants like corn, this fuel can do some lasting damage to the
environment, and when mass-produced it could impact the cost of corn-based foods.

This bump in the ethanol content is something Biden believes will make a significant
impact, despite it only being moderately cheaper at the pump. Granted this fuel burns
hotter, is less efficient, and causes premature detonation in many engines.

Blowing too early causes a lot of problems for the engine, and it can cause it to fail
prematurely. Another factor to consider is how unavailable E15 is now anyways. Only
30 states use E15 at any time, and of those states, it’s only 1 out of every 65 stations
that will carry it.

If Biden wants to make a change in the pain Americans are feeling at the pump, slow
the rate of inflation, and help save the environment he can undo the damage he has
done to the oil industry. They need a chance to produce oil and gas in mass
quantities.

We need to reopen drilling and get the industry off its life support. While the left loves
making the arguments about profits, these aren’t figures that happened randomly,
these profits were forecasted years ago, and by shrinking the oil production Biden
handed them even higher profits.

He has a lot to learn about the economy if he wants to fix things. Then again maybe

he just needs to quit the progressive Politics.

China and India are saving Russia from economic collapse
Ben Winck - Business Insider
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Russian President Viadimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping pose for a group photo at the G20 Summit in Osaka, Japan,
on June 28, 2019.. Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images

The West has clamped down on Russian energy, but a new coalition in the East has
bolstered Russia's finances.

By scooping up Russian oil and natural gas, China and India are indirectly financing
the war in Ukraine.

The countries haven't sided with or against Russia, but their purchases soften the
West's sanctions.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine united the West against a common adversary. It also
built a shakier coalition in the East that's been keeping Russia's economy alive since
the conflict began.

The past few weeks have seen the US, UK, and European Union strike at Russia's
energy industry with varying bans on Russian coal, crude oil, and natural gas. The
moves, according to Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, would force the Kremlin "to
choose between propping up its economy and funding the continuation of Putin's
brutal war.”

Yet Russia hasn't felt the pressure like the West had hoped. The blame largely lies
with India and China. Neither country has explicitly sided with or against Russia, and
instead have stood a murky middle ground while the majority of the world's nations
condemn President Viadimir Putin.

They've also continued to buy Russian energy, indirectly funding the invasion of
Ukraine while maintaining effectively the same trade relationships they had before
the war began.

India aggressively ramped up its purchases of Russian oil in recent weeks, attracted
by the highly discounted price compared to soaring rates for other kinds of crude.

India's government has ordered at least 13 million barrels since the war broke out in
late February, according to Reuters. That sum, accumulated over just two months,
already nears the 16 million barrels India bought from Russia through all of 2021.

China, meanwhile, is still honoring existing oil contracts it has with Russia, Reuters
reported. Chinese state-run refiners have refrained from signing any new deals, but
the continuation of existing plans locks in a major buyer for the Kremlin.

China is the biggest buyer of Russian oil, having imported nearly 1.6 million barrels
a day throughout 2021, according to Chinese government data.

The People's Republic of China was also a top customer of Russian gas, having
bought 16.5 billion cubic meters of natural gas — roughly 7% of Russia's supply —
last year.

To be sure, the West's measures have been far from perfect, with Russian energy
continuing to flow into countries opposed to the invasion. While the US was readily
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able to embargo Russian oil and gas, the UK and EU are much more reliant on those
goods to keep their economies operating. That dependence is why Europe has been
slower to wean itself off of Russia's energy trade.

Manufacturing giants like Germany are under the most intense pressure. Cutting out
Russian energy would immediately lift prices for commodities crucial to Germany's
industrial sector.

That higher inflation would also slam homes in the form of higher utility bills.
Without the ability to quickly backfill the loss of Russian energy, a full embargo
would almost certainly plunge Germany — the EU's largest economy — into a
major recession.

Between the sanctions' shortcomings and continued trade with India and China, the
Kremlin is offsetting at least some of the West's impact. Russia is on track to make
8321 billion from its energy exports in 2022 should its current trading partners keep
buying, according to a Bloomberg analysis published on April 1.

The forecasted earnings are up by more than a third from last year's windfall.

The forecasts are just that, and the energy market remains extremely volatile. But
Russia is already beating its own projections. Energy sales in April are now expected
to come in $9.6 billion above the Kremlin's previous target due to higher prices,

the finance ministry said on April 5.

Kremlin officials bolstered the positive outlook in recent interviews, claiming the
West's sanctions have done little to affect energy revenues. Russia is ready to sell
energy products to "friendly countries in any price range,” Energy Minister Nikolai
Shulginov told the Izvestia newspaper in an April 13 interview.

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was more pointed in downplaying Western sanctions
in early March. Russia "will not persuade anyone to buy our oil and gas,” he said at
a briefing, adding the West is "welcome” to replace Russian energy with an
alternative.

"We will have supply markets, we already have them,” Lavrov said.

Those markets haven't gone unnoticed by the West. Treasury Secretary Yellen said
last week that sanctioning countries "will not be indifferent” to those that are "sitting
on the fence.”

Yet no concrete policies have been announced to target those buying Russian energy.
As the next phase of Russia's invasion begins in Ukraine's Donbas region, cash from
India and China is helping the Russian economy stay afloat.

The US has sanctioned crypto-mining firm Bitriver to prevent Russia from
bypassing energy export bans
Weilun Soon - Business Insider
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Russian President Viadimir Putin (R) listens to his press secretary Dmitry Peskov on
July, 30, 2016. Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images

The US Treasury has sanctioned bitcoin miner Bitriver and its subsidiaries in Russia.
It says Russia's virtual currency mining industry is the third largest in the world.

Global average monthly revenue from bitcoin mining in 2021 was at $1.4 billion, with
Russia accounting for 11%, an IMF report says.

The US is adding a cryptocurrency-mining company to its list of sanctions against
Russia in an attempt to block avenues of funding for its invasion of Ukraine.

The US Treasury said Wednesday it's lobbing a fresh round of sanctions at some 40
Russian entities and individuals, including bitcoin-mining firm Bitriver and 10 of its
subsidiaries in Russia.

It's the first time the US is targeting a virtual currency mining company, the Treasury
said.

Bitriver did not immediately respond to Insider's request for comment. Founded in
2017 by Russian businessman Igor Runets, Bitriver offers up crypto mining hosting
services and is currently headquartered in Zug, Switzerland.

It was previously headquartered in Moscow, according to its website, and has more
than 200 staff across three Russian offices as well as other markets.

Western countries have imposed sweeping sanctions on Russia since the start of its
invasion of Ukraine, targeting the country's largest financial institutions, tech
companies, Russian President Vladimir Putin, and many of his cronies. The US

has banned the import of Russian oil and energy, cutting off one route for financing
the war.
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With Wednesday's list, the US wants to cut off Russia's ability to monetize that energy
in other ways.

The Treasury described Russia's crypto-mining industry as the third-biggest in the
world, a statistic that likely stems from Cambridge University analysis, which puts US
and Kazakhstan at a larger share. China banned crypto mining in 2021.

Cryptocurrency mining can "allow countries to monetize energy resources, some of
which cannot be exported due to sanctions,” the International Monetary Fund said in
a recent report, adding that the risk is fairly contained for now.

Global monthly revenue from bitcoin mining last year was about $1.4 billion on
average, with Russia accounting for about 11%, the report noted.

Cryptocurrency miners operate the computing systems that underpin, for example, the
bitcoin network. They go through an energy-intensive process to solve mathematical
puzzles. The first to figure these puzzles out are rewarded with cryptocurrency.

Farms like Bitriver host such miners at scale, buying electricity at cheaper wholesale
prices.

The Treasury said that Russia has an advantage in cheap energy resources and a cold
climate, which makes it cheaper for companies elsewhere to mine crypto from Russia.
This in turn injects foreign funds into Russia's economy.

"The United States is committed to ensuring that no asset, no matter how complex,
becomes a mechanism for the Putin regime to offset the impact of sanctions,” the
Treasury said.

Cryptocurrencies are thought to have supported terrorist financing or money
laundering.

In 2019, North Korea was accused by the UN of raising $2 billion, partially through
raiding cryptocurrency exchanges, to fund its weapons of mass destruction programs.
Its government denied the allegations.

And a 2021 analysis by blockchain analytics firm Elliptic found that Iran could skirt
sanctions by raising up to $1 billion annually through bitcoin mining,
Reuters reported.

Aside from Bitriver, the Treasury's latest list of sanction targets includes
Transkapitalbank, a Russian privately-owned commercial bank, and companies
related to Russian oligarch Konstantin Malofeyev.
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JUST CURIOUS: If we eliminate all fossil fuels, how do I lubricate all the
moving parts in my Eco-friendly electric car?

High-ranking Russian officials question Putin's decision to invade Ukraine: report
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has lasted for nearly two months with mounting
economic sanctions

Greg Norman - Fox News

A small but growing number of high-ranking individuals within the Kremlin are
starting to question Viadimir Putin’s decision to go to war with Ukraine as the
invasion nears the two-month mark, a report said Wednesday.

The critics, who occupy top posts in Russia’s government and state-run businesses,
"believe the invasion was a catastrophic mistake that will set the country back for

vears,” Bloomberg News is reporting, citing ten people with knowledge of the
situation.

The sources say the decision to invade Ukraine was made by Putin and just a handful
of other Russian elites, such as Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, Russian Gen. Valery
Gerasimov and Nikolai Patrushev, who heads the Security Council of Russia.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting on the current situation in
Russia's iron and steel industry via video conference in the Kremlin in Moscow,
Russia, on Wednesday.

As the war has dragged on with Russian military losses mounting, Putin, the sources
told Bloomberg, has continued to dismiss warnings from other officials about the
economic costs of the war and has been telling them that even though Russia will pay
a large cost, the West has left him no choice but to attack Ukraine.

Some of the officials also have been growing more concerned about the potential of
Putin using nuclear weapons if faced with failure in the war, the sources claimed.

Russian President Vladimir Putin delivers his speech at a rocket assembly factory
during his visit to the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky on April
12. (Evgeny Biyatov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)

The Bloomberg report says support for Putin remains high amongst Russia’s elite
with many buying into the Kremlin narrative that Russia will overcome sanctions
imposed by the U.S. and its allies.



Russian President Viadimir Putin listens during a meeting of the Russia the Land of
Opportunity Supervisory Board at the Kremlin, in Moscow, Russia, on Wednesday.

"Still, more and more top insiders have come to believe that Putin’s commitment to
continue the invasion will doom Russia to years of isolation and heightened tension
that will leave its economy crippled, its security compromised and its global influence
gutted,” it added.

David Einhorn warns the Russia-Ukraine conflict may tip the US economy into
recession — and dismisses fears of a housing-market crash
Theron Mohamed - Business Insider

David Einhorn. Mike Segar/Reuters

David Einhorn warned the Russia-Ukraine conflict could pull the US economy into
recession.

The Greenlight Capital boss accused the Fed of doing too little to combat inflation.
Einhorn dismissed concerns that the housing market is a bubble about to burst.
Get the inside scoop on what traders are talking about — delivered daily to your
inbox.
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David Einhorn warned the Russia-Ukraine conflict could tip the US economy into

a recession, and accused the Federal Reserve of moving too slowly to curb inflation,
in his first-quarter letter to Greenlight Capital's investors, which was published by
ValueWalk this week.

The elite investor's hedge fund returned 4.4% last quarter, bucking the S&P 500's
4.6% decline. Einhorn explained why the US government may be exacerbating the
energy crisis, and dismissed fears of an impending housing crash.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has worsened inflation, supply disruptions, and
shortages of energy, food, raw materials, and labor, Einhorn said.

The Greenlight boss cautioned the rising costs of food, gas, and rent could erode
demand and spark a recession, as consumers may be forced to reduce their
discretionary spending.

Einhorn argued the Fed's sluggishness to hike interest rates and reduce bond
purchases has also fueled inflation. He ridiculed the amount of concern on Wall
Street about whether the next rate hike will be (.25 percentage points or 0.5, when
rates are still near zero.

"This feels like trying to figure out whether it's best to clear a foot of snow from your
driveway with a soup ladle vs. an ice-cream cooper,” he wrote in his letter.

The hedge fund manager warned the US government's efforts to address high energy
prices could drive them even higher. Granting gas-tax holidays and releasing
strategic oil reserves might boost demand, he noted.

Meanwhile, attacking fossil-fuel producers for their profits, discouraging investment
in energy infrastructure, and threatening new taxes could reduce supply, he said.

Finally, Einhorn waved away parallels between the current housing boom and the the
mid-2000s real-estate bubble. He acknowledged concerns about rising house prices,
higher interest rates, slowing sales and housing starts, growing inventories, and an
increase in cancellations in recent months.

However, he noted that 15 years ago, there was a surplus of homes, mortgage rates
were much higher, and home-builders were more indebted, raising the odds of mass
defaults and a market collapse.

In contrast, there's a shortage of homes, mortgage rates are lower, underwriting
standards are stronger, and there's less speculation and less leverage in the current
market, he said.

"Home-builders have not overbuilt, and are not sitting on speculative inventory to be
liquidated into a hypothetical downturn,” Einhorn said.
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A growing amount of Russian oil is being sent 'destination unknown' as wary
buyers try to avoid affiliation with the sanctioned nation
Phil Rosen - Business Insider

Russian President Viadimir Putin. Alexey Nikolsky/Getty Images

Russia has been exporting an increasing amount of oil marked "destination unknown”
since invading Ukraine.

So far in April, more than 11.1 million barrels have been loaded onto cargoes with
unknown destinations, compared to nearly zero prior to the war.

Analysts told the Wall Street Journal this practice is a way of obfuscating the oil's
origin.

More and more Russian oil exports are marked "destination unknown” as the
industry looks for ways to continue doing business with Moscow during its war on
Ukraine.

So far in April, more than 11.1 million barrels have been loaded onto cargoes with
unknown destinations, compared to nearly zero prior to the invasion, according to the
Wall Street Journal, which cited data from TankerTrackers.com.

Analysts told the Journal this practice signals that Russian oil is being unloaded onto
larger ships at sea and mixed with that tanker's crude, obfuscating the export's
origin.

New grades of oil are on the market now called the "Latvian blend” and the
"Turkmenistani blend,” containing significant amounts of Russian oil, traders also
told the Journal.

While the European Union is discussing a full embargo on Russian oil, it isn't directly
sanctioned yet. And exports to EU member states rebounded this month after dipping
in March.

But some oil companies have been "self-sanctioning" anyway to avoid the reputation risk of appearing
to do business with Russia. Earlier this month, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's adviser told
the Financial Times that traders handling Moscow's oil are ”
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Meanwhile, Russian exports to Asia and the Mediterranean have increased in April,
Bloomberg reported, though Russia has had to send its tankers much farther
distances to reach buyers. Price-sensitive buyers from China and India have been
snapping up discounted Russian oil.

The US, for its part, just notched its highest weekly export of oil products ever as it
helps replace Russian oil supply. For the week ending April 15, US oil and petroleum
exports hit a record 10.6 million barrels a day. That same week, Russian oil exports
dropped 25% from the prior week.

1 simply do not understand why this is so hard to understand ...
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Honduran ex-president extradited to US to face drug trafficking charges in New
York

Juan Orlando Herndndez is accused of allowing cartels to operate in the country
with "virtual impunity” during his presidency

Brie Stimson - Fox News

Honduras’ former President Juan Orlando Hernandez, who left office in January,
was extradited to the U.S. Thursday to face drug trafficking charges in New York.
Hernandez is accused of running a "narco-state” during his eight years in office and
pocketing millions of dollars from drug cartels.

Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez, center, is taken in handcuffs
to a waiting aircraft as he is extradited to the United States, at an Air Force base in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Thursday, April 21, 2022. (AP Photo/Elmer Martinez)

U. S. prosecutors allege Hernandez participated in a "corrupt and violent
drug-trafficking conspiracy" that moved more than 550 tons of cocaine to the United
States.

U. S. Attorney General Merrick Garland said the former leader, who the U.S. once
touted as an ally in the war on drug trafficking, "abused his power” while president.

He is accused of allowing cartels to operate in the country with "virtual impunity,”
Garland said, and using the money to finance his political campaigns and participate
in voter fraud.

"We allege that Herndndez corrupted legitimate public institutions in the country —
including parts of the national police, military and national Congress,” Garland
said.

He added, "Drug trafficking fuels violent crime and addiction; it devastates families,
and it ravages communities. The Justice Department is committed to disrupting the
entire ecosystem of drug trafficking networks that harm the American people, no
matter how far or how high we must go.”
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Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez, center, wearing a blue
protective face mask and handcuffed, is escorted under heavy guard to a waiting
aircraft at the Air Force base in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Thursday, April 21,
2022. (AP Photo/Elmer Martinez)

The former leader was succeeded by Xiomara Castro in January, who ran an
anti-corruption campaign, specifically targeting Hernandez, who took office in 2014.

Hernandez was charged with participating in a drug trafficking conspiracy,
possession of machine guns and destructive devices and conspiracy to possess
machine guns and destructive devices.

A group of Hondurans were seen celebrating outside the airport as the plane taking
Hernandez to the U.S. took off on Thursday. Many citizens left the country during his
presidency, accusing him of corruption, lack of job opportunities and complaining of
rampant gang violence in Honduras.

Honduras’ Supreme Court denied Hernandez’s appeal this week after a judge decided
in favor of extradition. He has denied all the charges against him, claiming he's the
victim of drug traffickers he extradited during his presidency - and who subsequently
testified against him - seeking revenge.

Attorney General Merrick Garland and Anne Milgram, administrator of the Drug
Enforcement Administration, announce the extradition and unsealing of an indictment



charging former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez with participating in
a cocaine-importation conspiracy and related firearms offenses, at the Department of
Justice on Thursday, April 21, 2022 in Washington. (Win McNamee/Pool via AP)

Hernandez was arrested at his home in Tegucigalpa in February at the request of U.S.
authorities. He arrived in New York overnight Thursday, according to reports on
social media.

Last year, his brother Tony Hernandez, a former Honduran congressman, was
sentenced to life in prison in the Southern District of New York for drug trafficking,
the same court where the former president faces charges.

On Wednesday, Honduras' Supreme Court also denied an appeal from the former
chief of the National Police Juan Carlos Bonilla Valladares, better known as "El
Tigre""or "The Tiger.” He was arrested at the request of U.S. prosecutors on similar
charges and is expected to be extradited in the coming weeks.

BUC TUONG NGUOI LINH NGA VOI CHIEC BON CAU DUOI NACH
Trich lwoc : Mot nhém cde nha thiét ké tir Kyiv da chudn bi mét dé xudt cho mét birc
twong 6 nhuc dé tuwong nho sy xam luoc cua quan doi Nga o Ukraine. Dy an cua ho
la burc twong cua mot nguoi linh voi mot chiéc bon cau dwdi néch cia anh ta.

- Gui tén linh cudp boc phan biét chung toc - dong chir trén bé ghi.

Trong s6 nhitng t9i dc kinh hoang ma binh linh Nga gdy ra 6 Ukraine, nguoi ta ciing
néi nhiéu dén nan cuép béc théng thwong. Mot trong nhitng 1y do gidi thich la qudn



déi Nga dwoc tuyén chon tir nhitng cuw déan tie cdc thi tran va lang qué nghéo ciia chdu
A va vung Vién Dong cua Nga.

Nhiéu nha phdn tich nhan manh rang qudn ddi gom phan ém la cdc dén téc thiéu sé
song o Lién bang Nga da dwoc diéu dén Ukraine.

Nhiéu nguoi trong sé ndy song trong canh nghéo déi va khéng di tién mua cdc thiét
bi gia dung co ban. Doéi véi nhitng nguwoi nhw viy, mét chuyén

" CHIEN DICH QUAN SU PAC BIET “ la co hoi dé kiém tién ma ho sé phdi lam viéc
trong nhiéu nam.

Trom ccfp, lcfy do dién tir hodc cac thiét bi gia dung "mién phi” tie cdac can ho o
Ukraine la mot khoan loi nhudn bo sung khong 16 rat hap dan.

O Ukraine, nguoi Nga cwdp hdu hét moi thir c6 thé ldy ra dwoc: tir quan do va dé
dung déen may giat, tu lanh, TV va tham chi ca toilet, chuong cho....

Polska Wirtualna - GG luoc trich



The Ukrainians Keep Blowing Up Russian Command Posts And Killing Generals
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Eight years ago, a trio of Ukrainian army brigades fighting Russian-backed
separatists in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region made a fatal mistake. They idled their
tanks and trucks around a static command post.

Forbes Wrecked vehicles at a destroyed Russian command post. Photo via social
media.

Russian drones and eavesdroppers pinpointed the command post and blasted it with
artillery.

Today it’s the Russians who are making that same mistake—and the Ukrainians who
are exploiting the error. In the two months since Russia widened its war on Ukraine,
Kyiv’s forces have located and destroyed no fewer than 31 Russian command and
communications posts.

As many as 10 Russian generals have died in combat since Russia attacked on Feb.
23, many of them in the Ukrainians’ “decapitation” strikes.

The latest strike could be the most dramatic. Ukrainian forces on Friday reportedly
destroyed the command post of the Russian 49th Combined Arms Army near
Russian-occupied Kherson in southern Ukraine.

According to the Ukrainian intelligence service, the attack killed two Russian
generals and wounded a third.

These strikes alone won't end the war. There’s no shortage of deputy commanders to
take the place of the commanders who 've died—and replacement leaders actually
tend to be more aggressive and crueler than the established leaders they replace.

But blowing up a command post can confuse the subordinate units, temporarily
leaving them vulnerable to a swift attack. As Ukraine continues mobilizing its
reserves and re-equipping with Western-supplied weapons, Ukrainian counterattacks
could become more frequent—and more decisive in rolling back Russian territorial
gains in eastern and southern Ukraine.
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Smashing a bunch of Russian HQ's can only help those efforts.

In the immediate aftermath of Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s strategic Crimean
Peninsula in early 2014, Russian-backed separatists seized huge swathes of eastern
Donbas.

In early July 2014, three ostensibly powerful Ukrainian army formations assembled
near Zelenopillya, just a few miles from the Russian border, in preparation for an
attack on rebel-held territory.

Three Ukrainian army brigades gathered at the encampment alongside a contingent
of border guards. The 24th Mechanized Brigade, 72nd Mechanized Brigade and 79th
Air-Mobile Brigade together possessed T-64 tanks, BMP fighting vehicles,
engineering vehicles and trucks.

Russian drones spied on the camp. The Ukrainians managed to shoot down one
Orlan-10 drone, but could not stop the Russians from pinpointing their location. On
the morning of July 11, Russian forces hacked the Ukrainian command post’s network
and jammed its radios.

“At about 4:30 A.M., the Ukrainians lost the ability to communicate due to Russian
cyber and electronic attack,” U.S. Army major Amos Fox explained in the winter
2019 edition of Armor, the official magazine of the Army’s tank branch.

“The formations, prostrate and unable to communicate, were then ruthlessly attacked
by Russian multiple-launch rockets and run-of-the-mill tube artillery.”

Thirty soldiers died along with six border guards and their commander. Two
battalions worth of vehicles and equipment burned, according to Fox.

“The attack crippled the assembled Ukrainian brigades.”

“Armored formations are built for unencumbered activity,” Fox explained.
“They are not meant to be tethered, whether digitally or physically, to static
command posts.”

The Russian army clearly appreciated this principle back in 2014. Incredibly, it now
appears to have forgotten it ... and stubbornly refuses to relearn. Ukrainian forces
lately have been blowing up Russian command posts as a matter of routine.

The Russians eight years ago used a combination of drones and phone- and
radio-intercepts to pinpoint Ukrainian command posts. It’s not totally clear exactly
how the Ukrainians are locating Russian headquarters in the current fighting.

Maybe they also rely on drones and intercepts. It’s worth noting, however, that the
United States and other foreign powers have been flying around-the-clock intelligence
sorties just outside Ukrainian air space—and presumably sharing the resulting intel
with Ukraine.

A Royal Air Force RC-135 signals-intelligence plane was over the Black Sea, just 150
miles or so from Kherson, around the time of the attack on the 49th CAA
headquarters.
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The timing of the Friday decapitation raid is interesting. As the Kremlin focuses its
efforts around Izium, on the northwestern edge of Donbas, Russian lines around
Kherson have grown fragile. And Ukraine is building up its own forces in the region,
apparently planning for an operation aimed at liberating Kherson.

If two generals indeed did die in the destruction of the 49th CAA’s headquarters,
expect the Russians swiftly to replace them. Also expect the Ukrainians to continue
blowing up command posts around Kherson as they prepare for a possible
counteroffensive.

The Ukrainian army clearly appreciates just how disruptive the loss of an HQ can be.
After all, it learned the hard way.

King: The threat of nuclear war gives Putin license to kill
Llewellyn King - Boston Herald

Boston Herald

History isn’t short of people to blame. You could say of the present world crisis that it
was former president Barack Obama’s fault for not getting tougher with Russian
president Vladimir Putin in Syria.

You could blame former president Donald Trump for giving Putin a sense of
entitlement and for undermining NATO, seeing it as a financial play. You could blame
former German chancellor Angela Merkel for encouraging Russian gas imports,
shutting out the nuclear energy option.

You could, of course, blame President Biden for explicitly telling Putin, and the world,
what the United States wouldn’t do if he invaded Ukraine. And you could blame Biden
and NATO for dribbling vital military aid to Ukraine over the first devastating months
of the Russian invasion.


https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2022/04/22/too-few-troops-not-enough-supplies-russias-eastern-offensive-could-be-doomed/?sh=57b0d7f376ff
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2022/04/22/too-few-troops-not-enough-supplies-russias-eastern-offensive-could-be-doomed/?sh=57b0d7f376ff
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2022/04/20/ukraines-5th-tank-brigade-could-roll-into-battle-any-day-now/?sh=488b1887197e

If you want to continue, you could blame the world’s military strategists for believing
that Russia, after the fall of communism, had changed. You could, perhaps, blame
NATO itself, for expanding its reach to the former Soviet republics of Estonia,
Lithuania and Latvia.

Putin is unequivocally the one to blame. He is the one who wants to remake Russia in
the image of the imperial tsars. It is a flawed scheme but a real one.

As the world grapples with the reality of Putin, the past informs but it doesn’t instruct.
If NATO were to engage Russia with conventional forces, it would triumph. That is
one lesson of Ukraine. Russian military forces are woefully inefficient, even
incompetent.

Would it were that simple.

The beast in the room, the feared monster, the threat that hangs over the whole world
is nuclear war. It is the clear-and-present danger. It shapes our handling of Russia
and will shape our response to China, if and when it invades Taiwan.

Nuclear war avoidance is again dominating the world in ways we had nearly
forgotten. Will Russia — a caged, fierce bear — resort to nuclear, and how much
nuclear to what effect against which targets?

The United States and the Soviet Union reached a modus vivendi: mutual assured
destruction (MAD), which kept the peace even as nuclear armaments proliferated and
stockpiles grew exponentially.

Is that still the option? Is MAD — so long after the collapse of the Soviet Union —
still the underlying realpolitik, the restraining factor between nuclear powers?

Does that mean that anyone with nuclear weapons can wage conventional warfare in
the belief that they won’t face NATO or any other serious restraining military action
because they can unleash terrifying global destruction?

Or is there, as some believe, the prospect of limited nuclear engagement, using area
tactical nuclear weapons? This has never been tested. There hasn’t been a limited
nuclear ground war. Could it be contained? Should it be contemplated outside the
deeper reaches of the defense establishment?

But it is what keeps the leaders of Europe, the United States and Canada awake
nights. If you favor limited nuclear war, just look to the effects of a nuclear disaster,
Chernobyl, and start multiplying.

1t is the unthinkable scenario that must be thought about. It is the reality that holds
back NATO and makes the West a spectator to the carnage in Ukraine.

Russia isn’t a rich country. It has a large, poorly trained and equipped military. But it
bristles with nuclear weapons aimed at North American and European cities.

Its ability to threaten us with nuclear horror changes the balance between nations. an
indelible change to future foreign policy.



In the short term, when contemplating the return of MAD in international relations,
the question is: How mad — as in insane — is Putin, and how ready is Biden?

The pieces on the world chess board have moved and they won’t be moved back. The
intelligentsia has yet to grasp the extent to which Ukraine has changed the world —
and made it a more dangerous place. They need to catch up fast.

As Western Arms Pour Into Ukraine, Zelensky Promises Victory
Marc Santora, Michael Schwirt; & Michael Levenson - New York Times

David Guttenfelder for The New York Times

President Volodymyr Zelensky, bolstered by an influx of heavy weapons from Western
nations, expressed increasing confidence on Saturday that Ukraine was prepared to
defeat Russian forces in what is expected to be a long and brutal battle for control of
the eastern industrial heartland.

“We will be able to show the occupiers that the day when they will be forced to leave
Ukraine is approaching,” Mr. Zelensky said in an overnight address to the nation.

The statement seemed to mark a decisive shift for Mr. Zelensky, who has spent months
begging and shaming allies around the world to provide Ukraine with longer-range,
heavy weapons to repel Russian forces as they assault the east in the latest offensive
in the two-month-old war.



David Guttenfelder for The New York Times President Volodymyr Zelensky speaking
at a news conference in Kyiv on Saturday.

At a news conference on Saturday, Mr. Zelensky said that the American secretary of
state, Antony J. Blinken, and the defense secretary, Lloyd J. Austin III, planned to visit
Kyiv, the capital, on Sunday to discuss the “military assistance we need.” They would
be the highest-ranking American officials to visit since the invasion began. The
Pentagon and the State Department declined to comment.

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times A firefighter taking cover behind a wall during a
Russian bombing attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, the site of fierce fighting on Saturday.

)y

World leaders “should not come to us with empty hands, not just presents and cakes,’
Mpr. Zelensky said, but with “specific weapons.”

Military analysts said that the tanks, howitzers, deadly drones, armored vehicles and
mountains of ammunition pouring into Ukraine from Western allies have been a
significant factor in helping the country’s troops fend off the larger and
better-equipped Russian military.



Despite increased fighting, Russian forces have made “no major gains” in the past 24
hours, as Ukrainian counterattacks continue to hinder their efforts, Britain’s Ministry
of Defense said on Saturday, in its latest asssement of the war.

The ministry said that, despite Russia’s claim that it had conquered the heavily
battered southern port of Mariupol, where the last remaining Ukrainian fighters have
holed up in a steel plant with civilians, “heavy fighting” continued to frustrate
Russian attempts to capture the city, slowing their progress into the Donbas region.

Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters The pulverized remnants of Mariupol, Ukraine, on
Friday. Despite Russian claims of having taken the city, heavy fighting continued.

The fighting in the eastern theater has increased the sense of urgency among Western
allies to bolster Ukraine’s defenses with more powerful arms. The terrain there

is mostly open farmland, which tends to favor tanks and other heavy weapons over the
quick-hit, guerrilla-style tactics that the Ukrainians employed to such devastating
effect in the country’s north.

Lynsey Addario for The New York Times Ukrainian soldiers waiting in a house on
Friday near Zaporizhzhia, in the Donbas region, as a Russian drone flew overhead.
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Canada on Friday announced that it had delivered heavy artillery, including M777
howitzers and anti-armor ammunition, to Ukrainian forces in conjunction with the
United States.

The shipment came after President Biden announced another $800 million in military
aid to Ukraine on Thursday, saying he wanted to send the “unmistakable message” to
Russia’s president, Viadimir V. Putin, that he would “never succeed in dominating
and occupying all of Ukraine.”

Lynsey Addario for The New York Times Lyubov Lubivteluk, right, and her cousin
Galina Marchenko waiting for humanitarian aid in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on
Saturday. The two women had fled their village near Huliapole a few days earlier as
Russian fighting intensified.

At Saturday’s news conference, Mr. Zelensky reiterated his willingness to meet
directly with Mr. Putin, saying while “I don’t want” to meet with him, “I have to see
the president” in order to end the war. He also appealed to the Russian people,
saying, “Living in the Russian Federation is like virtual reality, like a video game.
Come back to the world. It’s more beautiful and more truthful.”

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times A warehouse in Kharkiv was damaged in a Russian
bombing attack on Saturday.
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While Russia has failed to make any significant territorial gains since launching its
renewed assault in Donbas this week, the Ukrainian defense intelligence agency
warned that Russian forces were trying to identify the Ukrainian military’s most
vulnerable points in order to mount a larger offensive.

1t also said that some of the elite Russian troops who had been fighting in Mariupol
had begun moving east to join the battle in Donbas.

The secretary of Ukraine’s National Security and Defense Council, Oleksiy Danilov,
said Ukraine had managed to deliver weapons via helicopter under cover of darkness
to the steel plant in Mariupol, The Associated Press reported.

The city has been the scene of growing desperation for the 100,000 people who are
trapped there and struggling to survive under Russian occupation, said Iryna
Vereshchuk, Ukraine’s deputy prime minister.

On Saturday, an aide to the city’s mayor said that Russian forces had thwarted the
latest attempt to evacuate civilians from Mariupol.

Finbarr O’Reilly for The New York Times A priest blessing worshipers on Saturday,
ahead of the Orthodox Easter celebration, at the Church of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin in Lviv, Ukraine.

Most of the fighting over the past week has been for control of towns and villages
directly on the front line, which stretches across 300 miles in Ukraine’s east and
includes many communities already devastated by weeks of war.

In villages and towns largely in the country’s north that have been retaken by
Ukrainian troops, officials have been working with international investigators to
document violence against civilians.

Ukraine’s prosecutor general, Iryna Venediktova, said she was examining more than
8,000 reported atrocities, including summary executions, sexual violence and the
forced deportation of children to Russia.
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Moscow shifted its focus to Donbas after failing to seize Kyiv in the north, where
Russian troops were hampered by logistical and tactical problems as well as sagging
morale.

Those issues are likely to persist in the battle for Donbas, according to independent
analysts, who said Russia did not adequately rest, reinforce or resupply its troops
before beginning its latest assault.

While Russia has been focused on seizing the east, at least six people were killed and
18 were wounded on Saturday when two cruise missiles struck a residential
neighborhood on the outskirts of the southern city of Odesa, Ukrainian officials said.
Among the dead was a 3-month-old child, said Andriy Yermak, the head of the
presidential administration.

Mpr. Zelensky reacted angrily to the attack, denouncing Mr. Putin as “this bastard”
and asking “what sort of God they believe in” that the Russians could kill a
3-month-old.

Photographs and video from the scene appeared to show extensive damage to a large
housing complex, which was partly obscured by plumes of thick black smoke.
Ukraine’s foreign minister, Dmytro Kuleba, said on Twitter that “terror” was the
“only aim” of the strike on Odesa.

Three people were also killed and seven wounded in shelling on the northeastern city
of Kharkiv on Saturday, the region’s governor said.

For its part, the Ukrainian military claimed to have blown up a Russian forward
command post in the southern region of Kherson, which is largely under Russian
control.

In his overnight address, Mr. Zelensky seized on a Russian general’s statement on
Friday that Moscow intended not only to dominate the east, but to roll through
southern Ukraine all the way to Moldova, Ukraine’s southwest neighbor.

“This only confirms what I have said many times,” Mr. Zelensky said. “The Russian
invasion of Ukraine was intended only as a beginning, then they want to capture other
countries.”

Military and political analysts have cast doubt on the claim by the Russian

general, Rustam Minnekayev, suggesting that it might have been intended to confuse
Ukraine and its supporters, and that it would be difficult for Russian forces, already
engaged in heavy fighting in the east, to fight their way deeper into the south.

But the commander’s hint that Russia had far broader ambitions rattled the
region, setting off alarms in Moldova, a former Soviet republic where
Moscow-backed separatists have controlled a breakaway territory known as
Transnistria since 1992.

Responding to General Minnekayev’s claim that Russian speakers were being
oppressed in Transnistria, the Moldovan government summoned the Russian
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ambassador to complain that such comments were “not only unacceptable, but also
unfounded” and led to “increased tension.”

Moldova is among the nations along Ukraine’s border that have accepted the more
than five million refugees who have fled since the war began on Feb. 24. But even as
many have raced to leave Ukraine, more than one million Ukrainians have returned
to the country, according to Ukraine’s Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Some have risked the journey back home after Russian forces withdrew from areas
around Kyiv, bringing a sense of stability to the area and allowing some business and
foreign embassies to reopen there.

Poland, which has absorbed nearly three million Ukrainian refugees, more than any
other country, said that nearly 24,000 crossed back into Ukraine on Saturday alone.

Lesia Vasylenko, a Ukrainian lawmaker, shared a photograph on Twitter of cars that
she said were lined up and waiting to cross from Poland into Ukraine for Orthodox
Christian Easter, which will be celebrated on Sunday.
“Ukrainians are coming home,” she wrote.

“Easter is a time to stand united and pray for Ukraine.’

’

Finland Is On The Brink Of A Nuclear Power ‘Game Changer’
Alexander C. Kaufman - Huff Post

Huff Post A view from outside the Onkalo storage facility on Olkiluoto
Island. (Photo: Alexander C. Kaufman/Huff Post)

OLKILUOTO ISLAND, Finland — From the outside, it looks like any other modern
Nordic building rising several stories from a cleared swath of pine forest on this quiet,
rural island off this country’s verdant southwest coast.
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But inside, hard-hatted workers are busy completing a feat of engineering that has
never existed. It involves a robotic system and a basement network of switch-backing
tunnels carved more than 1,300 feet into the Earth’s crust.

Once finished, the project, called Onkalo, will turn the page to a new chapter of
nuclear energy’s turbulent 80-year story and make history for the power plant just a
two-minute drive down the road.

In a matter of months, the machines inside this boxy gray building will begin a weekly
routine that will continue for a century: placing highly radioactive gray cuboid rods
into copper cylinders the length of a Lincoln Town Car. From there, the canisters will
travel roughly two hours underground to crypts meant to keep the spent-fuel rods
undisturbed for millennia in bedrock that geologists say hasn’t shifted in almost 2
billion years.

Sealed twice over in bentonite clay — which expands when wet, preventing water
from seeping in and corroding the capsules, and offers stability in case of an
earthquake — this site is meant to entomb nuclear waste for as close to eternity as
any human endeavor can guarantee.

The project will store waste from the decades-old nuclear power complex next door.
Last month, Finland switched on Olkiluoto-3, the third and biggest generator at the
power station here. The reactor, one of the largest ever built and the first to open in
Western Europe in at least 15 years, will produce about 14% of Finland’s electricity.
Combined with the plant’s other two reactors, this speck of an island will provide
36% of the country’s power.

On its own, the new reactor would be notable as a rare bullish bet on atomic power at
a time when, despite the world’s attempts to slash climate-changing emissions and
wean Europe off the fossil fuels financing Russia’s war machine, more countries have
closed nuclear plants than have opened new ones.

But Onkalo makes this the world’s first nuclear power plant that solves the problem
of the toxic waste that has for years rendered humanity’s most reliable and efficient
energy source politically radioactive across much of the globe.
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Huff Post The access tunnel to Onkalo, which is still under construction. (Photo:
NurPhoto via Getty Images)

“This is a message from Finland that we have a solution to make nuclear power
sustainable,” said Janne Mokka, the chief executive of Posiva Oy, the company

building the storage site.

“This gives certainty on what is the question of final disposal. It has never been

done.”

Yet it has been tried. The United States proposed building a permanent storage site in
the Nevada desert at Yucca Mountain but canceled the project a decade later under
pressure from Nevada politicians and Native Americans.

France is digging its own facility, where it will store waste in clay. Sweden is working
on an underground repository that mirrors Finland’s approach. Canada is also
considering possible sites for its own.

Nuclear energy has remained controversial across the rich world, even though it’s
one of the safest forms of electricity generation, especially compared with fossil fuels
that not only cause climate change but also lace the air with deadly disease-causing
particles.

Reactors are by far the most reliable source of electricity in existence, producing
tremendous volumes of power 24/7 from relatively tiny nuggets of mined uranium,
unlike solar panels and wind turbines that require vast operations and huge amounts
of metal, and can prove less reliable in cloudy, windless weather.

But nuclear power has very high upfront costs and the building process is slow. It’s
also politically unpopular, in no small part because of the threat posed by radioactive
waste.

The United Nations’ International Atomic Energy Agency hailed Onkalo as a “game
changer” for the nuclear industry when its officials toured the construction site in
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November 2020. Replicating the storage facility could prove tricky, particularly in the
U.S., and some in the industry wonder if permanent burial is in fact the best answer to
waste that still contains vast quantities of usable energy.

But Finland is hoping to show the world how to preserve our climate and modern
industrial society for future generations without saddling them with waste that
remains dangerous for as many years as have passed since mammoths and early
humans roamed the Ice Age tundra.

Huff Post A view from the visitor center of the Olkiluoto Nuclear Power Plant. The

plant's third and largest reactor, farthest to the left, came online last month. It's one

of the biggest reactors in the world and the first to turn on in Western Europe in 15

years — 25 years, if you don't count the formerly Soviet-aligned Czech Republic as
part of that region. (Photo. Alexander C. Kaufman/Huff Post)

Radioactive Reputation And U.S. Missteps

More than a quarter-million tons of nuclear waste sits stored at power plants across
the world.

The U.S. alone has produced more than 85,000 metric tons of spent fuel since the
1950s. That may sound like a lot, but nuclear waste is heavy, and even that total is
compact enough to fit on a single football field.

Hardly the green glowing goo seen in cartoons, spent fuel comes out in hollow
bundles of zirconium-alloy rods filled with gummy bear-sized pellets of enriched
uranium.

The country’s 93 remaining reactors, which generate just less than one-fifth of U.S.
electricity, produce waste at a rate of about 2,000 tons per year. Spent fuel is stored
across the country at about 80 sites, mostly at the same facilities as the reactors that
produced the waste, either in container pools where rods are kept cool or in dry
casks.
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A typical large reactor produces about 25 metric tons of high-level radioactive spent
fuel per year. Finland has five large reactors.

Nuclear reactors produce energy by splitting atoms of uranium in a process known as
fission, where a neutron collides with an atom, splits it and releases huge volumes of
energy in the form of heat and radiation. In a power plant, that heat is harnessed to
turn water into steam, which spins turbines that generate electricity.

Radiation is all around us all the time. It’s just energy moving through space, and it
takes many forms, including ultraviolet light and radio transmission signals. Its effect
on human health is measured by a metric called sieverts. One millisievert —
one-thousandth of a sievert — is harmless. A banana contains 0.01 millisieverts.

Uranium miners and nuclear plant workers receive an average annual dose of about
2 millisieverts, according to the World Nuclear Association data. A flight crew
routinely taking the polar route from New York City to Tokyo takes in about 9
millisieverts per year. A single pelvic CT scan generally equates to a 10 millisievert
dose. After exposure to 100 millisieverts, your chances of getting cancer may go up
slightly.

Huff Post Workers and employees of Posiva, the company building Onkalo, are seen
inside the dig site, along with an exhaust air shaft equipped with a maintenance and
hoisting lift that can be used in emergency situations to lift people up from lower
levels 290 meters underground. (Photo: Antti Yrjonen/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

A single dose of 1,000 millisieverts is enough to induce nausea, vomiting and
hemorrhaging. At least half the people in a group exposed to 5,000 millisieverts at
once will die within a month. A short-term dose of 10,000 millisieverts is a death
sentence within weeks.

The average person receives 2.4 millisieverts per year from ambient radiation just
from walking around, receiving low doses of radon and thoron in homes and
buildings and from cosmic radiation. The average U.S. home exposes you to 228
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times more radiation than living near a nuclear power plant, according to
Environmental Protection Agency data.

A decade after it’s removed from a reactor, nuclear waste can produce a dose of
radiation of about 100,000 millisieverts per hour. But radiation decreases in
half-lives over time. After about 1,000 years, waste decays back to the radioactive
levels of its original mined ore, but keeping it isolated from the environment around it
remains important to avoid irradiating plants and animals in the food chain. Onkalo
is being built to last 100,000 years.

Such timescales give any reasonable person pause.

But nuclear power occupies a uniquely fear-inducing place in popular culture,
goaded by images that range from the recklessly buffoonish nuclear plant operator
Homer Simpson on “The Simpsons” — as well as his misanthropic boss, Mr. Burns
— and scenes of skin-blistering agony in HBO'’s “Chernobyl.”

Ash from a coal-burning power plant, which contains radioactive materials and heavy
metals such as cadmium and mercury that, unlike uranium, remain steadily toxic
forever, spews 100 times more radiation into the surrounding area than a nuclear
plant producing the same amount of energy.

Radioactive minerals dredged up during gas drilling now contaminate communities
across the U.S. The fine particles that burning fossil fuels spew into the air,
meanwhile, caused 1 in 5 premature deaths worldwide in 2018 alone, according to a
landmark Harvard University study, and increased the rates of diseases ranging from
erectile dysfunction to dementia.

Just 49% of U.S. adults said they favor nuclear power in a 2019 Gallup poll, down
from a high of 62% in 2010. Overwhelming majorities of self-identified Democrats,
women and those without college degrees opposed nuclear power. More Republicans
than Democrats supported expanding nuclear power in a Pew Research Center
survey from January.

A plurality of U.S. adults, 35%, favored encouraging production of nuclear power,
while 26% wanted the energy source discouraged and 37% said it should be neither
encouraged nor discouraged. That made nuclear power slightly more popular than
oil and gas drilling but far less supported than renewable energy production.

That could also be a symptom of what the polling firm Bisconti Research, which
frequently looks at public attitudes on atomic energy and has routinely found more
favorable opinions than other surveys, calls a “perception gap” in which a majority
of Americans judge public opinion of nuclear power to be less favorable than their
own.

In Finland, by contrast, about half the population of nearly 5.6 million supports
expanding nuclear power while a quarter say the current level is appropriate,
according to a 2021 poll from Finnish Energy — a survey that, while conducted by an
industry trade group, is widely trusted because it’s been ongoing for decades with the
same questions. Just 18% of respondents supported reducing the current levels of
nuclear power, down from more than 40% in previous decades.
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“Traditionally, Finns have been pretty pro-nuclear, and it’s a pro-technology,
pro-engineering country,” said Tea Tormdnen, a biologist and the executive director
of the Finnish climate group RePlanet.

“My guess is because the environmental conditions in Finland have always been so
harsh, so we’ve had to rely on inventions, innovations and technology to survive.”

She’s a member of the Green Party, which historically, in most Western countries,
serves as a bastion of anti-nuclear advocacy. But even the Finnish chapter of
Greenpeace, another vehemently anti-nuclear group in most nations, largely supports
nuclear power.

Building a permanent waste site has long enjoyed strong support among nuclear
skeptics, Tormdnen said.

“When the final repository was decided on, the Greens, even though at the time they
were opposing nuclear in general, they weren’t opposing the solution to the waste,”
Tormdnen said.

“They thought, ‘We have these nuclear plants; we must deal with the waste
responsibly.’ So there’s this allowance to be practical.”

Huff Post A view on one of the main streets in Rauma, a city 20 minutes from Onkalo
that is listed as a UNESCO world heritage site. Unlike most towns in Nordic
countries, where wooden buildings frequently burned down during the cold winter
months, Rauma offers a rare glimpse of what medieval towns in this northern part of
Europe looked like. (Photo: Alexander C. Kaufman/Huff Post)

When Onkalo was first proposed, each municipality under consideration in Finland
was consulted and given veto power. The small farming and fishing community that
traditionally existed on Olkiluoto Island ultimately accepted the project, which it saw
as a boon for tax revenue and jobs.

Part of the benefit is that the island already hosted a nuclear power plant with dozens
of employees, so most people in the area knew someone who worked there.



In Rauma, the charming medieval town just a 20-minute drive south from Olkiluoto
Island, residents walking the cobblestone streets late one afternoon seemed largely
unconcerned about the new nuclear reactor and storage site less than 10 miles away.
“It’s quite a safe place, and the regulations are there for a reason,” said Mikko
Ammer, 39, a security worker at the nuclear plant.

“If it’s done properly, it’s safe. And Onkalo is a huge part of that.”

Nuclear power is “difficult” because of the waste it creates, said Aino Yrjold, 17.
“But maybe this solves the problem for the next generation,” she said of Onkalo.

Leena Kiviranta, who said she was in her 30s, had more immediate concerns as she
picked up a flattened cardboard milk carton from the ground.

“I'm not worried about it at all,” she said of the nuclear projects.

“I’d rather keep my energy on the sun and the spring, and I hope people would just be
more natural and stop putting garbage on the street.”

Those attitudes stand in stark contrast to the U.S. attempt to build a permanent
storage site at Nevada’s Yucca Mountain. Federal officials selected the site in the
desert roughly 150 miles northwest of Las Vegas against the protests of the Western
Shoshone Nation, who complained that the facility, located on land used for decades
as a nuclear testing site, was on their treaty territory.

Farmers in the Amargosa Valley also raised concerns that the waste could leach into
the water table and contaminate crops. The project was stalled for decades, but in
2002 the George W. Bush administration granted final approvals and underground
testing began.

Then in 2008, when the waste site finally applied for licensing from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, the facility came up against the Obama administration,
which had been skeptical. The final blow came in 2010, when Sen. Harry Reid, the
Nevada Democrat who was then the Senate majority leader, convinced the White
House to abandon the project.

Dealing with nuclear waste “takes political will, and that’s not something we have in
abundance in our country right now,” said Gerald Frankel, a material scientist at
Ohio State University who has long worked on the issue of waste disposal.

In Nordic countries, including Finland and Sweden, he said, “what they have done is
to embed people in the community and address concerns. The approach is to have
consent-based siting and have community brought into the process. That’s not the
way we have approached it in this country.”

The sheer size of the U.S. raises the additional problem that waste would need to be
transported across vast distances, raising the risk of an accident or terrorist attack
along the way.

But putting aside the lack of political will for even a single site, Congress designated
Yucca Mountain as the sole location the U.S. could consider for first permanent
storage in 1988, creating a legal logjam that prevents federal authorities from
pursuing other options without changing the law.
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After the Obama administration halted Yucca Mountain, a federal commission
convened to assess the country’s nuclear future recommended that the Department of
Energy pursue a “consent-based” effort to find a new location for a repository.

But so far it hasn’t done much. And in 2017, the Government Accountability Olffice
issued a report finding that resuming the Yucca Mountain project would be difficult.
“We re basically in limbo,” Frankel said.

Huff Post Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.), left, and Sen. John Ensign
(R-Nev.) testify at a hearing on the Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Project on Oct. 31,
2007. Right: In this July 14, 2018, file photo, people leave the south portal of Yucca
Mountain during a congressional tour near Mercury, Nevada. (Photo: Tom
Williams/Roll Call/Getty Images/John Locher via AP)

A Waste Of Waste?

Even as climate change and geopolitics broaden the appeal of nuclear plants, the
energy source still struggles with high costs and long delays. This is in part the result
of the industry’s hollowing-out over the past few decades, meaning the workforce and
skilled knowledge on how to build highly technical and tightly regulated structures
have shrunk, especially compared with Russia and China, where large plants
continue to be built regularly.

The lone nuclear reactor under construction in the U.S., Southern Co.’s Plant Vogtle
in Georgia, hit even more delays in February, sending total costs surging past $30
billion and postponing electricity production until at least 2023. In the United
Kingdom, the company building the only major reactor under construction, Hinkley
Point C, also announced delays and cost increases.

If new nuclear plants have a future in the U.S. and the Western world, it’s most likely
as small, modular reactors. The technology already exists — small reactors power
military boats and submarines — but a handful of startups in the U.S., Canada and
the United Kingdom are working on licensing commercial versions of the machines to
serve as power plants. The projects are at various stages of completion and licensing.

But as they come closer to commercial viability, a point analysts predict they will
reach around 2030, they face a problem: Where to get fuel.

Since the 1990s, Russia has been the primary source of enriched uranium for reactor
fuel in the U.S., the result of a deal the Clinton administration made to boost the
Jformer U.S. rival’s economy after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Unlike France,
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which produces the vast majority of its electricity from nuclear power and recycles a
sizable portion of its waste, the U.S. does not reuse its spent fuel. (Finland and
Sweden opted out of recycling in the 1970s because it was seen as too expensive and
they had no use for the plutonium, a byproduct that can come from re-enrichment,
which is usually produced for nuclear weapons.)

Dealing with nuclear waste takes political will, and that’s not something we have in
abundance in our country right now.Gerald Frankel, a material scientist at Ohio
State University

But small-reactor startups that want to sell their machines to, for example, the U.S.
military to use on remote bases need to use what is called “unobligated uranium” —
essentially fuel that comes from domestic sources. Plans to build a new enrichment
facility in Idaho fell through as cheap Russian uranium made the project too costly.

Yet now, companies such as California-based Oklo Inc. are eyeing new ways to
recycle spent fuel, which still retains up to 95% of its energy content even after it’s
used.

If that bet pays off, it makes investments in permanent storage sites underground less
appealing, said Chris Gadomski, the lead nuclear analyst at the energy research firm
BloombergNEF.

“There’s a lot of discussion about recycling that fuel and burning it in advanced
reactors ... so my thinking on it is burying the fuel with all this energy content doesn’t
make any sense at all, you might as well try to find a reactor that can burn it,” he
said.

“Why deposit an asset that has this much energy still available?”

But reprocessing uranium produces plutonium, the even more deadly compound used
in nuclear weapons. Increasing recycling, therefore, raises risks not only of
contamination but also of more proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

“We have a slogan here: from rock to rock,” said Pasi Tuohimaa, Posiva’s head of
communications.

“Geologists would say we have bedrock that’s so old, that hasn’t moved in all of
human history. What could be a safer place on Earth?”

We answer a common reader question about the opioid crisis and legalizing drugs.
German Lopez - The New York Times

Youngstown, Ohio, has struggled with addictions during the opioid crisis.Spencer
Platt/Getty Images
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A cautionary tale

Drug overdose deaths in the U.S. reached their highest point ever recorded last year,
with more than 100,000 deaths over 12 months. Deaths are up nearly 50 percent since
the start of the Covid pandemic.

Whenever [ write about deadly overdoses, some readers ask: Why not legalize and
regulate drugs? They argue that the government causes more harm by outlawing
drugs and enforcing those bans through policing and incarceration. They suggest that
legalization and regulation could better minimize the risks involved.

So today I want to explain why that argument goes only so far — and why many
experts are skeptical.

“Drug warriors said we should have a drug-free nation, which was totally bogus,”
Jonathan Caulkins, a drug policy expert at Carnegie Mellon University, told me.
“But it is totally bogus on the other side to say we can legalize and all the problems
will go away.”

In fact, we are living through a crisis that shows the risks of legalization: the opioid
epidemic.

Chart shows provisional figures. | Source: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

The problem began with a legal, regulated drug: prescription painkillers.
Pharmaceutical companies promised the drugs would help address pain, a major
public health issue. But when the pills were made widely available in the 1990s, their
use skyrocketed — along with addiction and overdoses. And instead of carefully
regulating the drugs, officials consistently gave in to profit-minded pharmaceutical
companies, which sold opioids to millions of people.

The crisis has evolved from its origins, with street drugs like heroin and fentanyl —
and, increasingly, stimulants like cocaine and meth — behind most overdose deaths.
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But as I previously wrote in this newsletter, opioid painkillers are at the root: Many of
the people now using heroin or fentanyl began with painkillers. And drug cartels
started to more aggressively ship heroin and fentanyl to the U.S. once they saw a
promising customer base in the growing number of painkiller users.

Instead of constraining addiction and overdoses, U.S. regulators enabled the current
Crisis.

Bad regulation

America is poorly poised to legalize and regulate drugs, some experts said. It tends to
resist regulation and favor free-market solutions more than other developed nations.
1t is one of two countries to allow direct-to-consumer pharmaceutical ads. The First
Amendment protects some commercial speech, making drug marketing hard to
regulate.

“The policy has to match the culture,” Caulkins said. And “we are not good at having
bureaucracies that view their mission as defending the people against the industry.”

The painkiller saga illustrates this. Aggressive marketing and messaging from
companies like Purdue Pharma persuaded not just doctors but also regulators of the
drugs’ safety and effectiveness. That enabled the approval of Purdue’s OxyContin in
1995.

As we now know, those opioids were not as safe or as effective as claimed.

But federal agencies consistently failed to act as painkiller overdose deaths
quadrupled, the drug policy historian Kathleen Fryd| argued:

After approving OxyContin with faulty data, the Food and Drug Administration did
not explicitly restrict its use until the 2010s.

The Drug Enforcement Administration sets limits on how many opioids can be
produced, but it increased those limits for years, until the mid-2010s. The quota for
oxycodone was nearly 13 times higher at its peak in 2013 compared with 1998.
Without higher quotas, “we wouldn’t have an opioid crisis,” Frydl told me.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention did not publish guidelines calling for
stricter prescription of opioids until 2016, more than two decades after OxyContin
was approved.

A spokeswoman said the F.D.A. is using “‘a comprehensive, science-based approach”
to limit painkiller misuse and expand addiction services. An official said the D.E.A. is
changing its process for setting quotas with advances in data and information
technology. The C.D.C. did not respond to a request for comment.

But federal regulators have done too little, Frydl said: “None of these agencies have
been asked to perform any sort of introspection and accountability process such that
we could be confident in their decision making going forward.”
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The Missouri Network for Opiate Reform and Recovery uses a retrofitted ambulance
to help opioid users. Whitney Curtis for The New York Times

A policy spectrum

Experts widely agree that the U.S. government failed to properly regulate opioids. But
that does not justify the prohibition and criminalization of drugs, argued Kassandra
Frederique, the executive director of the Drug Policy Alliance, an advocacy group.
“That’s a false binary,” she told me.

Many options exist between commercialized legalization and criminalized prohibition,
experts said. Portugal decriminalized the personal possession of all drugs in 2001,

but not manufacturing and distribution. Canada prohibits drugs, but allows for
facilities where trained staff supervise drug users and may even provide substances to
use.

Different drugs can also warrant different approaches. Marijuana is much safer than
cocaine and heroin, and laws can reflect that.

And while the opioid crisis has shown the perils of legalization, it has also exposed
the risks of prohibition. People who die from a fentanyl overdose often believe they
are consuming heroin, cocaine or some other drug, not knowing it is actually fentanyl
or contaminated with fentanyl. That is a problem of unregulated supply.

The bottom line

No one drug policy is perfect, and all involve trade-offs. “We’ve got freedom,
pleasure, health, crime and public safety,” the Stanford drug policy expert Keith
Humphreys has told me. “You can push on one and two of those — maybe even three
with different drugs — but you can’t get rid of all of them. You have to pay the piper
somewhere.”

Spike among LA homeless deaths was not driven by COVID: Data
'The findings in this report reflect a true state of emergency,’ a local official said
Emma Colton - Fox News
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DA Gascon is enabling homelessness and drug abuse: LA County sheriff

There was a 56% spike in deaths among Los Angeles County homeless people during
the first year of the pandemic, which was mostly driven by drug overdoses, not
COVID-19, according to county data.

"The findings in this report reflect a true state of emergency,” said First District
Supervisor Hilda L. Solis said in a statement.

"In a civil society, it is unacceptable for any of us to not be profoundly disturbed by
the shocking needs documented in this year’s homeless mortality report.”

Between April 1, 2020, and March 31, 2021, the county recorded 1,988 deaths of
homeless people, up from 1,271 deaths during the same period a year earlier,
according to a report released Friday from the county’s Department of Public Health.

A jogger walks past a homeless encampment in the Venice Beach section of Los
Angeles. A dead body was discovered on fire Tuesday morning near downtown Los
Angeles. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File) (AP)

Drug overdoses were the leading cause of death in both years and increased by 78%
during the pandemic’s first year. There were 402 fatal overdose deaths recorded in
the year prior to the pandemic, which spiked to 715 deaths in the year following the
pandemic.

A total of 179 homeless people died from COVID-19 in 2020.

Coronary heart disease was the second leading cause of death in the first year of the
pandemic, accounting for 309 deaths and an increase of almost 30% from the
previous year, the report said.
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FILE - In this July 1, 2019 file photo, a homeless man moves his belongings from a
street near Los Angeles City Hall, background, as crews prepared to clean the area.
(AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File) (Associated Press )

The Los Angeles City Council has passed a sweeping anti-camping measure to
remove widespread homeless encampments that have become an eyesore across the
city. Among other limits, the ordinance that passed 13-2 would ban sitting, lying,
sleeping or storing personal property that blocks sidewalks, streets and bike lanes or
near driveways, fire hydrants, schools, day care centers, libraries, homeless shelters

and parks.

Methamphetamine was involved in the majority of deaths, while the prevalence of
fentanyl also contributed to the death increase. The pandemic likely exacerbated drug
use and overdoses, according to experts.

"The COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on people experiencing homelessness has clearly
extended beyond the immediate effects of this new and deadly virus,” said Los Angeles
Public Health Director Barbara Ferrer.

"The pandemic has exacerbated stressors already burdening this vulnerable

i3

population.

Homeless encampments line the bike path, as the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
disease pandemic continues, on Venice Beach in Los Angeles. On Wednesday, elected
officials passed an ordinance to limit homeless encampments by prohibiting where
someone can sleep and store personal property. (REUTERS/Lucy Nicholson)



Los Angeles has long faced a homelessness issue, most notably in Venice Beach and
Echo Park Lake. An ordinance took effect in September that banned sleeping and
homeless encampments in certain parts of the city, but the issue has continued.

California has the largest homeless population in the nation at an estimated 161,000
people.

Twitter Set to Accept Musk's $43 Billion Offer: Sources
https.://'www.newsmax.com/finance/streettalk/musk-twitter-43-billion/2022/04/25/i
d/1067107/

Twitter Inc. is poised to agree a sale to Elon Musk for around $43 billion in cash, the
price the CEO of Tesla has called his "best and final” offer for the social media
company, people familiar with the matter said.

Twitter may announce the 854.20-per-share deal later Monday, once its board has
met to recommend the transaction to Twitter shareholders, the sources said, adding it
was still possible the deal could collapse at the last minute.

Mousk, the world's richest person according to Forbes, is negotiating to buy Twitter in
a personal capacity and Tesla is not involved in the deal.

Twitter has not been able to secure so far a "go-shop” provision under its agreement
with Musk that would allow it to solicit other bids once the deal is signed, the sources
said. Still, Twitter would be allowed to accept an offer from another party by paying
Musk a break-up fee, the sources added.

The sources requested anonymity because the matter is confidential. Twitter and
Mousk did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

Twitter shares were up 4.5% in pre-market trading in New York at $51.15.
Musk, a prolific Twitter user, has said it needs to be taken private to grow and
become a genuine platform for free speech.

The 50-year-old entrepreneur, who is also CEO of rocket developer SpaceX, has said
he wants to combat trolls on Twitter and proposed changes to the Twitter Blue
premium subscription service, including slashing its price and banning advertising.

The billionaire, a vocal advocate of cryptocurrencies, has also suggested adding
dogecoin as a payment option on Twitter.

He has said Twitter's current leadership team is incapable of getting the company's
stock to his offer price on its own, but stopped short of saying it needs to be replaced.
"The company will neither thrive nor serve this societal imperative in its current form,’
Mousk said in his offer letter last week.

’
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Up to the point Musk disclosed a stake in Twitter in April, the company's shares had
fallen about 10% since Parag Agrawal took over as CEO from founder Jack Dorsey
in late November.

RAPID TURNABOUT
The deal, if it happens, would come just four days after Musk unveiled a financing
package to back the acquisition.

This led Twitter's board to take his offer more seriously and many shareholders to ask
the company not to let the opportunity for a deal slip away, Reuters reported on
Sunday. Before Musk revealed the financing package, Twitter's board was expected to
reject the bid, sources had said.

The sale would represent an admission by Twitter that Agrawal is not making enough
traction in making the company more profitable, despite being on track to meet
ambitious financial goals the company set for 2023. Twitter's shares were trading
higher than Musk's offer price as recently as November.

Musk unveiled his intention to buy Twitter on April 14 and take it private via a
financing package comprised of equity and debt. Wall Street's biggest lenders, except
those advising Twitter, have all committed to provide debt financing.

Musk's negotiating tactics — making one offer and sticking with it — resembles how
another billionaire, Warren Buffett, negotiates acquisitions. Musk did not provide any
financing details when he first disclosed his offer for Twitter, making the market
skeptical about its prospects.

Oil drops over China COVID lock downs concerns and Fed rate hikes cause
demand worries
Hamza Fareed Malik - Business Insider
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People in PPE distribute groceries to locals under the Covid-19 lockdown in
Shanghai, China, April 05, 2022. Wang Gang/Future Publishing via Getty Images

Oil dropped for a second day on Monday, as China's efforts to contain an outbreak of
COVID-19 and the Federal Reserve's indication that it could raise interest rates
aggressively prompted concerns about demand.

Brent crude oil slid 4.76% to $101.10 a barrel and WTI crude oil slipped 4.78% to
897.18 a barrel, dropping for a second day.

China implemented harsher measures to contain rising COVID cases in the country,
which has raised fears of a big hit to demand in the world's biggest energy importer.

Shanghai authorities put up fences by some residential buildings and closed some
streets amidst a strict lockdown in the financial hub, with fears of a lockdown in
capital Beijing following mass testing.

Chinese officials have stood by what they're calling a "dynamic” "zero-COVID”
policy. That means rapid lockdowns, mass testing, and travel restrictions whenever
clusters emerge, with Shanghai locked down since March.

A raft of Fed officials, including Chair Jerome Powell last week, have signaled the
central bank is likely to raise US interest rates by half a percentage point next month
to bring inflation, which is running at its hottest in over 40 years, under control.

Investors largely expect the Fed to raise rates by 50 basis points at its next three
policy meetings and there is a growing risk that this could hurt economic growth.
"There is little doubt that worries about falling demand in China is hitting traders
sentiment, coupled with an expected slowdown in the US,” said Susannah Streeter,
senior investment and markets analyst at Hargreaves Landsdown.

"However the price is set to stay volatile given the brutal ongoing battles in Ukraine
are adding to the spring tides of worry.”

The oil market has already faced reduced supply after Russia's war on Ukraine.
Russia was heavily sanctioned following the invasion, as traders shun Russian cargo
and the EU mulls a Russian energy cut, after the US already banned it.

The European Union was planning "smart sanctions’ on Russia's oil imports, the
Times reported Monday, to minimize damage to the bloc's economy.

The EU is heavily dependent on Russia for its energy needs, with around 25% of its
oil and 40% of its natural gas imports coming from there, and is under pressure to
find alternative sources.

"Russia's commitment to waging war in the East of the country remains unwavering
and there is still some expectation that European countries which are still holding out
against a Russian crude embargo, may relent in the face of Moscow's continuing
aggression, ” Streeter said.
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Emmanuel Macron won, but radical politics isn’t going away.
David Leonhardt - The New York Times

Emmanuel Macron in Paris yesterday. Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times

‘The chance to dream’
The world’s democracies have avoided a major new crisis.

Emmanuel Macron, the incumbent president of France, yesterday won re-election
over Marine Le Pen by a vote of roughly 58 percent to 42 percent. Macron’s victory
means that one of Western Europe’s biggest powers will not be run by a far-right
nationalist who wants to distance France from NATO and who has a history of
closeness to Viadimir Putin.

The victory is a tribute to Macron’s skill as a politician and policymaker. Although
hardly loved by many French citizens, he has managed the Covid-19 pandemic well
and helped accelerate economic growth during his first five years in office. In a
solemn speech last night in front of a twinkling Eiffel Tower, Macron said the French
had chosen “‘a more independent France and a stronger Europe.”

Still, the campaign offered some new warning signs for Western democracies. Le
Pen’s showing was considerably better than in France’s last election, in 2017, when
she won 34 percent in the final round versus Macron. And when her father made the
final round of the presidential election, in 2002, he won only 18 percent of the vote.

Over the past two decades, a growing share of French citizens have drifted toward
the Le Pens’ nationalist politics, with its hostility toward Muslims and skepticism of
the institutions that have helped keep Western Europe largely peaceful and unified
since World War 11.

It’s a common story across Western democracies, including the United States. As
many working-class voters have struggled with slow-growing incomes over recent
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decades — a result of globalization, automation and the decline of labor unions,
among other forces — they have become fed up with traditional politicians.

Roger Cohen, The Times’s Paris bureau chief who was previously our foreign editor,
said these voters have a sense “of being invisible, of being forgotten, of being the
lowest priority.”

A polling station in the city of St.-Denis.Andrea Mantovani for The New York Times

A geographic gap

In France, many were angry that Macron raised a tax on diesel fuel in 2018. “Just
fine for the hyper-connected folks in big cities like Paris,” Roger says, “much less so
for people who have seen train stations and hospitals close in their communities and
need to drive to work in some Amazon packaging warehouse 60 miles away.”

Geography is a dividing line, in France and elsewhere. Frustrated working-class
voters often live in smaller metropolitan areas or rural areas. Professionals tend to
live in thriving major cities like Paris, London, New York and San Francisco, they
also tend to be more socially liberal, more in favor of globalization and less
outwardly patriotic.

The “cosmopolitan elites,” as the Democratic political strategist David Shor notes,
are now numerous enough to dominate the leadership of political parties — but still
well shy of a majority of the population in the U.S. or Europe.

As a result, the traditional parties of the center-right and center-left have collapsed
across large parts of Europe. In France, those two parties — which dominated
politics until recently — won just 6.5 percent of the vote, combined, in the first round
of the French election two weeks ago.

Macron — a member of a new centrist party that has few other major figures —
finished first with 27.8 percent; Le Pen finished second with 23.1 percent, and a
far-left candidate, Jean-Luc Mélenchon, finished third with 21.9 percent.
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In Britain, these same forces led to Brexit, the country’s 2016 vote to leave the
European Union, as well as a decade of poor showings by the Labor Party. In the
U.S., working-class frustration allowed Donald Trump to take over the Republican
Party with a populist message, while Democrats have lost many working-class votes,
partly because of the party’s social liberalism.

In France, Le Pen’s campaign took advantage of anger about recent Islamist
terrorism and surging inflation to post the best showing of her political career (as a
recent Daily episode described). She still did not win — or even get within 15
percentage points — but it would be naive to imagine that her brand of politics
cannot win in the future.

A generation gap

Macron has retained the presidency in large part because of his strength among older
voters. “The French electorate has fractured along lines that are largely
generational,” Stacy Meichtry and Noemie Bisserbe of The Wall Street Journal wrote:
In the first round, Macron won the oldest group — those 60 and older. Le Pen won
voters between 35 and 59, and Mélenchon, the far left candidate, won those 18 to 34.

“Radical politics in France is not about to fade,” Roger said. Le Pen tapped into
voters’ disappointment about the course of their lives. Mélenchon offered an idealistic
vision of a society where the profit motive does not dominate, inequality is reduced
and the environment is protected.

“Nobody else was offering young people the chance to dream,” Roger said. “They
will want to continue to do that.”

Jacobin, a socialist publication based in the U.S., argued that Mélenchon “defied the
smears — and provided hope for France’s left.” And The Economist, a pro-market
magazine, called Macron’s win “a victory for centrist, broadly liberal, pro-European
politics” as well as for “tolerance, freedom, respect and the European Union.”

Explosion, Oil Fires Erupt in Russia at Midpoint Between Moscow and Kyiv
Margaret Weaver - Newsweek

Large fires have been reported at an oil depot in the Russian city of Bryansk, which is
approximately the halfway point between Moscow and Kyiv. Multiple explosions were
reportedly heard, but there's no evidence of an attack from Ukraine into Russian
territory.
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Russian President Viadimir Putin waved as he is left the Perinatal Center on March 8,
2017, in Bryansk, Russia. MIKHAIL SVETLOV/GETTY IMAGES

While some sources questioned if Ukraine was responsible, Reuters reported "no
immediate indication” the blaze was connected to the war. The fires were reported in
the same region Russian officials claimed was hit last week in an attack striking
residential buildings and injuring seven people.

Videos of the Bryansk blazes circulated widely on social media, showing columns of
smoke rising from facilities in the Russian city.

NASA's Fire Information for Resource Management System showed a satellite image
of multiple fires.

Unconfirmed reports suggested "a possible Ukrainian attack on an oil pipeline
transporting oil from Russia to Europe through Ukraine and Belarus,” according to
an article published in the Express. Journalist Alexander Bunin told followers

on Twitter that "several explosions’ happened and two fuel tanks are on fire.

"On the outskirts of Bryansk, two fuel tanks are burning in a military unit on
Moskovsky Prospekt and an oil refinery at Snezhetsky Val,” he wrote, according to
the Express.

No official information was provided.
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The Ukrainian media outlet Euromaidan Press speculated the fires involved the
Druzhba pipeline, which runs from Russia to Europe.

Bryansk is located around 286 miles southwest of Moscow and 295 miles from the
Ukrainian capital of Kyiv.

The fires in Bryansk occurred after a meeting Sunday in Kyiv with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky, U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken and U.S.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.

They were set to discuss weaponry after Switzerland blocked the export of its
ammunition.

Zelensky wanted to talk on weaponry types that could be supplied to Ukraine to help
its fight against Russia, according to Reuters.

An adviser to the Ukrainian president said Sunday that the meeting, which has not
been confirmed by the U.S., took place, according to The Washington Post.

It was the first time top-level U.S. officials visited Ukraine since the start of the war.
During the meeting, Blinken and Austin announced more than $300 million in foreign
military financing and said the sale of $165 million worth of ammunition has been
approved, according to the Associated Press.

They also announced that President Joe Biden is expected to unveil his nominee for
ambassador to Ukraine, and that American diplomats would be returning to the
country this week.

In Kyiv, the U.S. Embassy will remain closed, according to the report.

The Best Question During Today’s School Prayer Arguments Came From ... Brett

Kavanaugh?
Mark Joseph Stern - Slate

Slate
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The Supreme Court took another step toward returning prayer to public school
during Monday’s oral arguments in Kennedy v. Bremerton School District. That case
is built on a series of brazen lies designed to depict the plaintiff, Coach Joe Kennedy,
as a victim of anti-Christian discrimination—and to erase the students whom he
coerced into prayer.

A majority of the court will likely buy into this fiction and elevate school officials’
ability to proselytize over students’ right against state-sponsored indoctrination. But
one surprisingly piercing series of questions from Justice Brett Kavanaugh cut
through many layers of deception to reach the heart of the case: the profound yet
often subtle pressure on students to participate in school prayer, even when doing so
violates their own faith.

Kavanaugh frequently asks questions that suggest a genuine, open-minded interest in
the other side’s arguments, only to revert back to hardline conservatism when the
decision comes down. So his performance on Monday may just be part of his broader
public relations campaign to craft the image of a reasonable moderate. But it is still
worth thinking seriously about his stated disquietude, because no justice expressed
the actual stakes of the case more bluntly.

To understand Kavanaugh's question, you have to know the facts of Kennedy, to
understand the facts, you have to dive into an eddy of disinformation and deceit. The
plaintiff’s lawyers insist that he was fired from his job as a football coach for
engaging in “quiet, private prayer” at the 50-yard line after games.

The extensive record developed in the district court tells a different story. It
demonstrates that Kennedy formed prayer circles with team members after each game,
leading the students in audible Christian prayer while in the midst of his formal duties.
When the school district asked him to pray privately instead, he claimed he had been
persecuted for his religious exercise.

Kennedy hired far-right lawyers who threatened legal action against the school
district, transforming the post-game ritual into a media spectacle. Eventually,
students began racing onto the field to join the prayer circle, creating a 500-person
stampede that injured multiple people. Put simply, there was nothing “quiet” or
“private” about Kennedy’s proselytization. (Also, he wasn’t fired; he was placed on
paid leave.)

Not every member of the football team shared their coach’s Christian faith. But
virtually all of them felt compelled to participate. Team members later explained that
praying with Kennedy was “expected.” The coach even encouraged his own players
to recruit their opponents and their coaches into the prayer circle.

Some students joined in only because they feared they “wouldn’t get to play as much”
if they declined, or because “they did not wish to separate themselves from the team.”

One member of the football team during Kennedy’s tenure, who came forward under
a pseudonym for fear of retaliation, attested that he refused to bow his head because
Kennedy'’s prayers did not align with his own beliefs. He was then “persecuted” for


https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2021/12/brett-kavanaugh-dobbs-sb8-abortion-texas.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2019/10/malvo-oral-argument-kennedy-legacy-jlwop.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2021/04/brett-kavanaugh-sonia-sotomayor-juvenile-life-without-parole.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-418/204295/20211207122626202_21-418 BIO final.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-418/219953/20220331162716763_Bremerton Community Members-Amicus Brief.PDF

failing to conform, treated poorly by the coaches and permitted to play only because
of his talent on the field. The experience still haunts him, as well as others who felt
queasy about the indoctrination they faced at school. These players, the student said,
“would rather forget about that time of their life.”

Most of the conservative justices ignored this aspect of the case. Kavanaugh,

who moonlights as a coach himself, did not. Midway through arguments, he forced
Kennedy'’s lawyer, Paul Clement, to address it directly, asking: “What about the
player who thinks, if I don’t participate in this, [ won’t start next week? Or the player
who thinks, if I do participate in this, I will start next week?”

Clement responded that the school could issue “a clear message that that’s
inappropriate,” but Kavanaugh pushed back. “How will you ferret that out?” the
Justice asked. “Because every player’s trying to get on the good side of the coach.
And every parent is worried about the coach exercising favoritism in terms of the
starting lineup, playing time, recommendations for colleges, etc.”

The best Clement could offer was a bromide: “If any coach or teacher does it, shame
on them and they should be punished.” This answer, it seems, did not satisfy
Kavanaugh, who launched into a monologue about his still-unaddressed concerns:

I guess the problem at the heart of it is: You 're not going to know.

The coach is probably not going to say anything like, “the reason I’'m starting you is
that you knelt at the 50 yard line.” You re never going to know.

And that leads to the suspicions by parents—I think, I'm just playing out what the
other side is saying here—the suspicion by parents that the reason Johnny's starting
and you’re not is [because] he was part of the prayer circle.

I don’t think you can get around that. That’s a real thing out there. That’s going to be
a real thing in situations like this. I don’t know how to deal with that, frankly.

Luckily, the Constitution already provides a way to deal with that. It’s called the
establishment clause of the First Amendment. And in case after case, the Supreme
Court has held that public schools violate the establishment clause when they coerce
students into prayer. Even when that coercion is “subtle and indirect,” it “can be as
real as any overt compulsion,” especially for students.

Teenagers are uniquely “susceptible to pressure from their peers towards conformity,”
and state officials “may no more use social pressure to enforce orthodoxy than it may
use more direct means.”

It would be absurd, the court has explained, to “assert that high school students do
not feel immense social pressure, or have a truly genuine desire, to be involved in the
extracurricular event that is American high school football.”

In this fraught environment, the First Amendment does not allow a school official “to
exact religious conformity from a student as the price” of participation.

If Kavanaugh applies these bedrock principles, Kennedy is an easy call. But he has
previously signaled his support for the coach, and his other comments on Monday
reflected an ingenuous acceptance of Clement’s fraudulent narrative. (Of the
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conservatives, only Chief Justice John Roberts punctured the shameless falsehood
that the coach prayed quietly.)

o there are strong odds that Kavanaugh’s probing questions were a red herring, and

he will revert to form by the time a ruling comes down. If so, at least the justice gave

us one moment of clarity—proof, however fleeting, that he recognizes the real victims
in this case.

Piers Morgan Uncensored: Donald Trump refuses to rule out running for president
in 2024
Rachael Burford - Evening Standard

Evening Standard

Donald Trump has refused to rule out running for president again in 2024.

The former US leader repeated his discredited claims that the last US election, won
by Joe Biden in 2020, was “stolen’ in the first part of his bombshell interview with
Pier Morgan on TalkTV.

Trump said he cannot confirm whether he will run when the US next goes to the polls,
but added: “I think a lot of people are going to be very happy.”

In the second part of the interview, due to be aired later this week, he will again take
aim at Meghan Markle, the Duchess of Sussex alleging she is leading
Prince Harry “by the nose”.

In a teaser clip he called for the Queen to strip Meghan and Harry of their royal titles
during the pre-recorded interview for Talk TV'’s Piers Morgan Uncensored.

Key Points

Trump refuses to rule out standing for president in 2024
Putin is a ‘monster’, says Trump

Piers Morgan returns to UK TV
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Piers Morgan returns to UK TV tonight with his new show: Piers Morgan
Uncensored.

The first episode is an interview with former US president Donald Trump.
It airing on News UK'’s new TV channel, TalkTV from Spm.

You can watch on Sky 526, Virgin Media 627, Freeview 237 or Freesat 217.
Read more here.

“No snowflake zone'

Morgan starts his show with a warning for “all the ultra sensitive, permanently
offended snowflakes” that they are not going to have a good time.

“In fact, it’s going to really annoy you,” he says.

“It may even provoke trauma, because I’'m going to be constantly celebrating the one
thing you can’t stand: free speech.”

What’s coming up...

Donald Trump will be discussing Vladimir Putin, the war in Ukraine, his handling of
the Covid pandemic, how his successor President Joe Biden is doing and, of course,
his thoughts on the “renegade royals” Harry and Meghan.

Trump Denies Ever Praising Putin
Morgan asks Trump why he has been so "praiseworthy"” of Putin in the past.
He had described Russia's leader as a "genius" and "a peacemaker".

Trump says that is "fake news".
“[ threatened him like he’s never been threatened before,” he tells Morgan.
“We have a war that would have never happened if I was president.”

Putin is ‘Monster’

Trump agrees when asked if he believes Putin is a ‘genocidal monster’.

“Isn’t it a shame all those people dead because of a rigged election,” he adds,
repeating his false claim that the US election was rigged and Putin only invaded
because Biden is president.

Trump suggests Putin saw the “incompetent” withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan
and it prompted the invasion of Ukraine.

“I know my people and I know that he would have never done it,

“[ think the Afghanistan withdrawal was so incompetent with the 85 billion and the
dead soldiers.”

Trump refuses to rule out running in 2024
Trump refuses to rule out running for president again in 2024.

He says “‘for reasons of campaign finance’ he is “not allowed” to state definitively
whether he will stand to lead the US.

He adds: “But let me just say this. I think a lot of people are going to be very happy.”
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Trump claims he warned Germany about Russia

Trump claims he warned former German Chancellor Angela Merkel that Russia was
going to be a “big problem”.

“I said you're going to be someday in a problem with Russia. And you are going to

have no choice but to surrender,” he said.

Trump claims Boris Johnson stopped interview

Trump confirms Boris Johnson asked him to pull out of a planned Good Morning
Britain interview with Morgan days before the last general election.

"Well, that's true,” Trump says.

"I mean, we knew that I was over there as his guest."

"[ like him," he adds. "l've always liked him."

Trump says that he thinks the Prime Minister has become "too liberal" and "green".

Trump fined $10,000 a day and held in contempt

The interview with Piers Morgan aired just hours after a judge in New York held the
former President in contempt of court for not producing documents for a probe into
his business practices.

Donald Trump will be fined $10,000 per day until he complies with the subpoena in
the state attorney general’s civil investigation.

Trump lost a bid to quash a subpoena from state Attorney General Letitia James, who
is investigating whether the Trump Organisation misstated the values of its real estate
properties to obtain favourable loans and tax deductions.

Trump failed to produce all the documents by a court-ordered March 3 deadline,
which was later extended to March 31 at his lawyers' request.

Justice Arthur Engoron ruled that a contempt finding was appropriate because of
what the judge called "repeated failures" to hand over the materials.

"Mr Trump ... I know you take your business seriously, and I take mine seriously,”
the judge said. “I hereby hold you in civil contempt.



Trump was not in the courtroom and his legal team vowed to appeal the decision.
Trump: ‘I threatened Putin'

One of Trump’s most striking claims during the interview was that he had threatened
Viadimir Putin “like he’s never been threatened before”.

As Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine continues, Mr Trump said the conflict

would’ve been avoided if he was still in office in the US.
Read all the details here.

Evening Standard(RE

On the front-line in Donbas: 'We need weapons'
BBC

BBC
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Ukrainian forces have been holding the line in Donbas since 2014, against
Russian-backed separatists. They're still holding the line, but what was sporadic
fighting has now turned into a full-blown war.

Lieutenant Denys Gordeev is used to war, but not like this. "It's become much harder,”
he says.

"We have bomb attacks, rocket attacks every day, all the time, every hour.” Though

he has spent eight years battling Russian-backed separatists in the Donbas, now he
and his men are facing the full might of the Russian army.

After its retreat from Kyiv three weeks ago, Russia has refocused its military efforts in
Eastern Ukraine - with its goal of taking the whole of the Donbas region. It has
redeployed many of its units to the east. Western officials estimate that Russia now
has about 76 Battalion Tactical Groups in the region - each of which has about 800
men.

They also say there's some evidence Russia's been addressing some of its early
mistakes, helped by the fact they're now fighting on fewer fronts, and under a unified
command.

The result is that Ukrainian forces are struggling to hold a 300-mile front in the
Donbas. They've already lost ground to the Russians and are likely to lose more in the
days ahead. Russian forces have been conducting probing attacks to find weak points
in Ukraine's defenses.

BBC On the front-line in Donbas: 'We need weapons'

So far they've been gaining ground around the city of Izium in the north, and around
Severedonetsk and Popasna to the east. The attacks are coming from multiple
directions, though as yet there's been no major Russian breakthrough.



Lt Gordeev says he and his men are experiencing the effects.

The day before we visited, one of his men was killed and another five wounded. It's
just a fraction of the casualties Ukrainian forces are now taking every day, though
there are no official figures. We tried to visit a field hospital nearby but were told they
were too busy.

So is this the big Russian surge that has been widely forecast? Or is this just a
prelude to such an onslaught?

It's not clear. For now the invading army is mostly using its artillery and rockets to
grind down Ukraine's defenses. Some military analysts expect a major assault is still
to come.

And Ukrainian forces, including Lt Gordeev and his unit, appear to be holding the
line, although Western experts say they are already outnumbered three to one. They
also concede that Ukraine will probably have to trade space and ground in open
areas to defend key cities where the Russians will find it more difficult to fight.

I'was allowed to visit Lt Gordeev's forward position during a brief lull in the fighting.
They've built a religious shrine at a command post. They're praying for victory. But
it's not the place for contemplation or peace. You could still hear the regular blast of
artillery.

BBC Ukrainian soldiers have made this shrine at a front-line position in the Donbas
On the short walk to his trench line, he tells me mortar and sniper fire are constant
threats. Their closest position is within 600m of Russian forces.

The landscape is mostly wide open countryside. Tree lines provide some cover but
we're close enough to hear the occasional burst of small arms fire.

The Russians "are coming and coming and coming into territory of Ukraine. And we
don't know when they will stop. We don't know when their journey ends,” says Lt
Gordeev. He was a lawyer before he joined the Ukrainian army. One day he hopes he
can return to that life. But for now, he says, he's focused on winning this war.



Down in the trenches, out of sight of the enemy, the mood is more relaxed, though the
tired faces of soldiers clearly show the strains of recent fighting.

They show us some of the weapons they've been using - a DschK Soviet heavy
machine gun, still used in conflicts around the world, and a variety of
rocket-propelled grenades. It's mostly older Soviet-era kit. but also they proudly show
off their one British-made and supplied anti-tank missile - a NLAW (Next generation
Light Anti-tank Weapon).

BBC A Ukrainian soldier carries a UK made and supplied anti-tank missile

One of Lt Gordeev's men was trained in how to use it by British troops just before the
war started. They've already employed it to destroy a Russian tank, they say.
"We need these weapons," says Lt Gordeev repeatedly.

Russia, he says, is a "military state” - in contrast, Ukraine's ability to keep its own
weapons flowing has been severely damaged. What the West supplies, or does not,
will heavily influence the outcome of this war.

And Lt Gordeev says the morale of his troops remains high. They're fighting for their
homeland.

But President Putin wants and needs something he can call a win, and soon - possibly
by 9 May for Russia's victory day parade. Ukraine may have time on its side - but
only if the flow of Western weapons continues and if they can hold back the expected
Russian onslaught.

Putin threatens CIA over seemingly Kremlin-imagined assassination plot
Tom Rogan - Washington Examiner



Russian President Viladimir Putin on Monday accused Western intelligence services,
specifically the CIA, of advising Ukraine on how to assassinate a senior Russian
propagandist, Vladimir Solovyov.

Washington Examiner Russian President Viadimir Putin, left, speaks during a visit to
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) in Moscow, Russia

While Putin said his Federal Security Service disrupted the plot against Solovyov, the
evidence for the plot's existence is far from convincing.

After all, an FSB officer appears to have signed a supposedly incriminatory note by
one of the would-be assassins with "signature unclear” rather than an actually
ineligible signature.

More ludicrously, as Tim McMillan observed, the FSB also appears to have
misunderstood an instruction to buy three cellphone SIM cards. Instead, someone
bought three copies of the computer game, "The Sims.”

Put simply, it seems that Solovyov was never in any real danger. This incident
strongly appears to be just another Russian false flag invention.

Still, Putin is demanding justice. He says that the CIA "apparently” gives "advice” to
the Ukrainians on assassination plots. In a thinly veiled threat, Putin added that his
officials "know by last name curators from Western [intelligence] services” who are
responsible for these plots.

The Russian president added, "l ask the Investigative Committee of Russia, all
investigative bodies to record such crimes in detail, to identify their organizers and
perpetrators, to initiate and bring criminal cases to their logical conclusion, to trial ...
including at the international level.”

Putin's rhetoric will be seen by the CIA and its British counterpart, MI16, the apparent
target of a Putin shout-out against those who view the world in an "old fashioned way,
based on their colonial past,” as indicative of a real threat.

Russian intelligence services act with physical aggression against Western
intelligence officers where the Kremlin seeks to deter foreign intelligence activity and
escalate political pressure.
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Critically important, Russia's appetite for this aggression increases in tandem with
the absence of a robust riposte to the aggression.

This is relevant in the context of the so-called Havana Syndrome or "Anomalous
Health Incidents,” which have afflicted CIA officers around the world. While some
incidents are the result of misidentified ailments or psychological conditions, contrary
to the U.S. government's public statements, there is credible and varied evidence to
suggest that Russia bears responsibility for other incidents — namely via radio
frequency pulsed energy attacks.

These attacks appear to have utility as a means of both technical intelligence
collection, including stealing information off computers, as deliberate physical
attacks. Those targeted possibly include former President George W. Bush, former
first lady Laura Bush, and others.

Regardless, Putin's rhetoric evinces his escalating frustration over the failed progress
of Russian forces in Ukraine and the success of Western intelligence services in
assisting in Ukraine's defense.

Russian Train Derails After Railway Track Damaged, Photos Show
Giulia Carbonaro - Newsweek

A Russian locomotive reportedly derailed in the Bryansk region last Friday, when
Russian media reported that the engine, which was running with no wagons behind it,
fell off the tracks.
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Telegram Unverified images from an alleged incident in the Bryansk region. The
locomotive derailed and caused damage to the railway embankment, Russian media
Bragazeta reports. Telegram

The Russian Telegram channel "Insidious Track” reported that subscribers had
signaled the incident in the Bryansk region, which allegedly happened in the stretch
between Zhukovka and Kletnya. The channel reports that the vehicle was a diesel
locomotive registered TChE Bryansk.

The railway the locomotive was reportedly traveling on is the same line used by
Moscow to send equipment and ammunition to Russian troops in Ukraine.

"The train was traveling at a speed of 40 km/h when the embankment under the
locomotive slid down,” writes the channel.

"As a result of the gathering, an employee of a service construction organization was
injured.”

According to "Insidious Track,” whose claims were repeated by Russian media
Bragazeta, "there were no train delays” following the incident. The cause of the
incident is being established, reports Bragazeta.

In images from the incident, the tracks the locomotive was traveling on clearly appear
broken and disconnected, but it is unclear if the track was already damaged before
the derailment, as some social media users are reporting, or it was damaged after the
incident.

The photos have not been independently verified, and Russian authorities have not
confirmed the incident.

A damaged railway in the region of Bryansk, close to the border with Ukraine, would
be another significant blow to Russia, adding to a reported blaze at an oil depot in the
city of Bryansk on April 25.

The city of Bryansk, at the heart of the Bryansk Oblast, is considered a logistics hub
for Russia and a strategic location for supporting the military invasion of Ukraine.

In the city, a large fire broke out overnight on Monday at a fuel depot owned by
Russian state-controlled oil pipeline company Transneft.

"The Emergency Situations Ministry has confirmed there's a fire,” the government's
press office is quoted saying by Russian news agency TASS.

"There's also a confirmation that it's the fuel tanks.”

According to TASS, the first report of a fire was made at 2 a.m. Moscow time for the
oil depot.

Videos proliferating on social media in the follow-up to the incident show a second
blaze burning not too far from the other, but while one fire was reported by the

Russian authorities, there was no official confirmation of the second.

The source of the fire was not identified by Russian authorities.
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Just one day before the locomotive derailed in the Bryansk region, on April 21, a
[freight train reportedly derailed in the city of Belgorod, according to Ukrainian news
citing Telegram channel "World of Belogorye” as the source of information on the
incident.

The channel shared a video of the alleged incident, saying: "An accident happened on
the railway in Belgorod. Three cars with soybeans derailed at the Kreida. No one was
hurt, but it looks intimidating. The causes of the incident are being specified.”

The incident was not confirmed by Russian authorities or Russian media. Belgorod
local authorities had previously reported that Ukraine had sabotaged the Russian

railway in the region. Belgorod is some 205 miles away from Bryansk and it's very
close to the Ukrainian border near Kharkiv.

Newsweek has contacted the Ministry of Civil Defense, Emergencies and Disaster
Relief of the Russian Federation and Russia's Ministry of Transport for comment.
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