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Russian billionaire Oleg Tinkov blasts 'insane war' in Ukraine
By Clare Sebastian & Chris Liakos - CNN

OLGA MALTSEVA/AFP/Getty Images

Oleg Tinkov, the billionaire founder of a big Russian digital bank, has blasted
Russia's "insane war" in Ukraine and urged the West to help President Vladimir
Putin find an off-ramp to "stop this massacre."

Russia's brutal assault on its neighbor began nearly two months ago. Thousands of
Ukrainian civilians have been killed and wounded, and millions have fled the country,
according to UN agencies.

The Russian entrepreneur, who founded Tinkoff Bank in 2006, claimed in an
Instagram post Tuesday that 90% of Russians were against the war and that Kremlin
officials were in a state of shock that they would no longer be able to spend their
summers in the Mediterranean.
"I don't see a single beneficiary of this insane war," he wrote.

Tinkov was among 65 individuals and entities sanctioned by the United Kingdom on
March 24 for "supporting Russia's illegal invasion." He owns 35% of Tinkoff Bank's
parent company, TCS Group, and is worth about $3.5 billion, according to
Bloomberg Billionaires Index.

Western sanctions have frozen about $300 billion worth of Russia's reserves and
plunged the economy into a deep recession. Dozens of global businesses have exited
the country, and the European Union has closed its airspace to Russian airlines and
aircraft.

"The Kremlin's civil servants are in shock that not only they but also their children
won't go to the Mediterranean this summer. Businessmen are trying save what's left of
their property," he wrote.
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Referring to the mysterious symbol daubed on Russian tanks that has become a sign
of popular support for the war in Russia, Tinkov said there were "idiots that write the
letter Z but there are about 10% idiots in all countries. 90% of Russians are
AGAINST this war."

Switching to English at the end of his post, he called on the West to "give Mr. Putin a
clear exit to save his face and stop this massacre.”
"Please be more rational and humanitarian," he added.

Tinkov's call for peace follows similar appeals from other Russian business leaders.
Russian oil firm Lukoil has called for an end to the conflict in Ukraine.

Oligarchs Mikhail Fridman and Oleg Deripaska spoke out against the conflict in late
February following Russia's invasion.

Fridman, who was born in western Ukraine, wrote in a letter to staff that he wanted
the "bloodshed to end." Deripaska said in a post on Telegram: "Peace is very
important! Negotiations need to start as soon as possible!”

And two weeks ago, the chairman of the Russian metals firm Rusal called for an
impartial investigation into the killing of civilians in Bucha during the town's
occupation by Russian forces.

Biden to Cancel Student Loans for 40,000: Here's Who Qualifies
Natalie Colarossi - Newsweek

Scott Eisen/Getty Images

The Biden administration on Tuesday announced a new plan to address
"long-standing failures" within federal student loan programs, and the changes are
set to result in immediate debt forgiveness for some 40,000 borrowers.

The move comes as President Joe Biden has been facing increased pressure from
Democrats to forgive burdensome student loan payments for millions of Americans.
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Since the start of the coronavirus pandemic, the federal government has paused the
restart period for federal loan repayments six times, with the most recent
extension lasting through August 31.

Now, the Department of Education has said that it will revise several aspects of
income-driven repayment (IDR) programs in order to help borrowers inch closer to
becoming debt-free.
"Student loans were never meant to be a life sentence, but it's certainly felt that way
for borrowers locked out of debt relief they're eligible for,” U.S. Secretary of
Education Miguel Cardona said in a statement.
"Today, the Department of Education will begin to remedy years of administrative
failures that effectively denied the promise of loan forgiveness to certain borrowers

Who's eligible for Immediate Relief?
At least 40,000 borrowers will now qualify for immediate debt cancellation under the
Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Program. This program eliminates the debts
of government and nonprofit workers, such as teachers, health care workers, and
military members, after 10 years of qualifying loan payments.

Thousands of other borrowers with older loans will also receive forgiveness through
IDR, according to the agency. An additional 3.6 million people will also receive at
least three years of additional credit toward IDR forgiveness.

This is happening because the latest plan ultimately aims to remedy the "historical
failures” within IDR programs by focusing on several key issues.

One of those issues includes ending "forbearance steering,” which occurs when
borrowers are placed into forbearance by loan services without being told about
alternative options, such as IDR, which makes it easier to pay back loans and avoid
accruing hefty interest.

To fix the current system, the education department said it will now count
forbearance's of more than 12 consecutive and more than 36 cumulative months
toward forgiveness under both IDR and the PSLF programs.

It will also better track the payments of borrowers enrolled in IDR and conduct a
one-time revision of their payments to address any past inaccuracies.

Additionally, under the new guidance, if the agency determines a person should be
credited and qualifies for student loan forgiveness, they will receive it automatically.
The Bigger Picture

The latest changes will apply to the vast majority of 45 million American borrowers
with federal student loans, who collectively owe more than $1.6 trillion. Borrowers
also do not need to be currently enrolled in an IDR program to take advantage of the
adjustments, as those who sign up later will be eligible for any necessary credits.

The announcement comes after a bombshell investigation by NPR, which found that
several loan services had no system for tracking payments or identifying when

https://www.newsweek.com/student-loans-paused-again-not-long-democrats-hoped-1695278
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/miguel-cardona
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/01/1089750113/student-loan-debt-investigation


borrowers qualified for loan forgiveness, leaving eligible Americans to miss out on
key opportunities to alleviate their debt.

During his campaign, Biden pledged support for canceling up to $10,000 in federal
student debt per person. He has since faced calls from several Democratic lawmakers
to move that figure to $50,000, a request he has not publicly committed to.

However, earlier this month, the White House said his administration may make a
larger decision regarding debt cancellation by the end of the summer.

An abandoned Russian military camp in a forest near Kyiv reveals horrors of the
invasion
By Sandi Sidhu, Phil Black, Daria Markina & Victoria Butenkow - CNN

CNN

Dmitry Nekazakov was walking his dog before he went to work when the Russian
shelling started on Hostomel, a city on the outskirts of the capital, Kyiv. The sky
buzzed with low-flying helicopters from which Russian troops jumped, while rockets
rained down.

It was 6:40 am on February 24, the first day of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and for
almost a month, the bombardment there didn't stop. Nekazakov said he spent 20 days
sitting on the ground in his basement during the night.

In the cold light of day, he and other residents in his neighborhood would emerge to
witness the damage that had been inflicted on their homes, and devise plans to find
safer places to shelter.
"For a long time, the shells were coming -- the rockets were coming," he said.

The Russian missiles and rockets that decimated buildings, lives and homes were fired
from a sprawling Russian base, hidden in the forest some 4 kilometers (around 2.5
miles) away.
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Now, only the remains of that sprawling military camp sit among the trees. CNN was
shown around the camp by Ukrainian special forces, who are picking up clues as to
what Russia's plans may have been for the capital among the debris.

Joe Sheffer/CNN Dmitry Nekazakov said he spent 20 night sheltering in his basement
in Hostomel.

Earlier in the invasion, as Russian troops surged toward Kyiv, Ukrainian special
forces believe 6,000 marines set up camp in this pine forest for a month, through the
rain, snow, and temperatures that dropped to -12 degrees Celsius (around 10 degrees
Fahrenheit).
The site included a main command post and headquarters. It was from here and a
nearby field that the Russian army launched attacks on Kyiv, Hostomel and the
nearby city of Bucha.

CNN Remnants of the Russian military camp can be seen in a forested area about an
hour's drive north of Kyiv.

"Here they made a decision on the deployment of further actions, on the directions of
the offensive, tactics of action, and so on,” a Ukrainian special forces officer told
CNN, pointing to where each part of the operation was located.

http://www.cnn.com/2022/04/19/europe/russia-bucha-brigade-honorary-title-putin-intl/index.html


Huge grooves are visible where troops had fired grad missiles from a field, located
forty kilometers (around 25 miles) from the capital. In the woods, discs from grad
missiles that had been launched and ammunition cases litter the floor at launch
positions.

The Russian forces built dugouts, command posts, ammunition storage and
communication lines using the trees and wood from the forest.

They slept in underground fortifications, covered with timber and green wooden
boxes that had once contained BM-21 grad multiple rocket launchers and tube
artillery. Black wires connected each of the shelters across the forest for
communication.

The forest was also littered with food containers emblazoned with the branding of the
Russian military: A special forces member uncovered a sodden notepad left behind,
containing instructions from a previous mission in Azerbaijan. A Russian camouflage
and concealment instruction manual was also discovered at the scene, along with
clothing and shoes.

Joe Sheffer/CNN Vitaliy Chernysh, with his daughter in Zdvyzhivka.

Gesturing to the size of the camp, one officer told CNN, "Russians fight not in quality,
but in quantity."
"They do not consider soldiers as people, for them they are cannon fodder and
consumables. The tactics of the Russian army resemble, perhaps, the Middle Ages,
when they took not by skill, but by quantity," he added.

Remnants of military equipment, clothing, and fortifications are not the only things
the Russians left behind.

Russian soldiers stormed into nearby neighborhoods, took over homes and terrorized
residents who they came into contact with, according to local residents and a priest.
The torture, humiliation and shallow graves of people killed by those at the base now
haunt those villages.
'I was beaten...but I am alive’

http://www.cnn.com/2022/04/14/europe/ukraine-russia-atrocities-eyewitness-intl-cmd/index.html
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Vitaliy Chernysh, from the village of Zdvyzhivka on Kyiv's outskirts, said he was
cycling through his village when he was captured by Russian forces, who were
"hunting for Nazis." He said they held him for nearly 24 hours.

Chernysh remembers praying in what he thought would be his last minutes alive. "[I
was] blindfolded, hands tied and around me. They were shooting,” he told CNN.

Chernysh said he was locked up in a shed after he had been forced to walk through a
minefield. He said that Russian soldiers were mulling whether to douse him with
gasoline and had threatened to take him to the crematorium.

The soldiers shot all around his body as he was tied up, and constantly asked him
what his last wish would be, he said. He said he was left in the freezing shed for
hours.
"I was beaten on the arms and legs, below the waist. The bruises remain,” he said. I
thought my leg was broken, I was limping. But I am alive and well, thank God.”

In his garden, a rocket artillery still lies in his field -- another daily reminder of his
painful ordeal and the near month under Russian occupation and attack. Chernysh
survived, but other residents were killed after being tortured by soldiers who spilled
out of their forest fortress.

Vasiliy Benca, a local priest in Zdvyzhivka, told CNN that Russian troops, tanks and
armored cars converged on the village and remained there for a month. People were
scared to emerge from their basements, he said.

When Benca did, he said he found five men whose bodies had been mutilated in the
garden -- and two more in the forest.
"Russians asked -- or forced -- me to bury two (additional) women in the cemetery,”
Benca told CNN.

Nekazakov, who fled when the Russians attacked his village, has now returned to his
Hostomel home. He remembers all of the bodies he drove by when he left, he said,
and regrets he couldn't do anything about it.

Now, he said, he feels hatred for Russian President Vladimir Putin and the soldiers
who ravaged his hometown.
"I feel only hate. We wouldn't have thought in hundreds of years that this could
happen,” he said, looking at the graves of those who died.
"We cannot forgive it for the rest of our lives.”



CNNA member of the Ukranian special forces walks through the abandoned Russian
military camp.

Joe Sheffer/CNNA Smerch rocket tailfin is still in Chernysh's garden.

Sean Penn Says He Was Told to ‘Get the F*ck Out’ of Ukraine While Filming
Documentary
Samantha Bergeson - Indie Wire

Sipa USA via AP



Sean Penn has been filming a documentary with Vice Studios in Ukraine since
November 2021, but not even Russia attacking the nation has hindered his dedication
to the doc.

The two-time Academy Award winner formerly shared that he was “thinking
about taking up arms against Russia” to stay in war-torn Ukraine longer, but
eventually left the nation for safety concerns.

During a panel discussion as part of Fox News’ “Special Report,” Penn opened up
about being told by a former National Security Advisor to flee the nation.
“I just heard from [Former National Security Adviser] Robert O’Brien and he said to
get the fuck out,” Penn recalled alongside O’Brien at the Richard Nixon Presidential
Library & Museum in Yorba Linda, California, in a conversation moderated by Fox
News host Bret Baier.

The “Milk” actor described being warned about not going to Ukraine ahead of the
Russian invasion.
“Our government is extremely good at caution,” Penn said.
“American diplomats had been pulled out of and other Foreign Service officers pulled
out of Kyiv. [People said,] ‘Don’t go. There’s nobody there. There’ll be no cavalry,’
and so on.”

Penn continued, “I was speaking to Robert [O’Brien] the whole time here. He knows
the region much better than I do, and I made it. We calculated that it would be fine,
whatever happened. I don’t think anybody wanted to give up a level of denial that [the
war] would happen because they would be giving up hope that [the invasion]
wouldn’t happen.”

Penn previously met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky prior to Russia’s
attack and detailed witnessing the stark difference following the country being thrust
into war.

“We met with [Zelensky], a man in a suit, and the next morning the Russians invaded.
We went back. We were with President Zelensky and waited for him at a meeting
point. And the next time I saw him, he was in camos and the world had changed,” the
“Gaslit” star said.

Upon his return to the U.S., Penn threatened to “smelt” his Oscars if Zelensky was
not invited to the 94th Academy Awards. While it is unclear if the Ukrainian
leader was asked to attend or not, he did appear at the 2022 Grammy via satellite.

The Ukrainian government issued a statement regarding Penn’s access for the
political documentary, writing, “The director specially came to Kyiv to record all the
events that are currently happening in Ukraine and to tell the world the truth about
Russia’s invasion of our country. Sean Penn is among those who support Ukraine in
Ukraine today. Our country is grateful to him for such a show of courage and
honesty.”
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The statement, provided to Newsweek through the Ukrainian Embassy, added that
Penn is “demonstrating bravery that many others have been lacking, in particular
some Western politicians. The more people like that — true friends of Ukraine, who
support the fight for freedom — the quicker we can stop this heinous invasion by
Russia.”

In recent years, Penn famously interviewed drug kingpin El Chapo for Rolling Stone
and traveled to Iran to cover the War on Terror for The San Francisco Chronicle. His
international humanitarian efforts were chronicled in the 2020 documentary “Citizen
Penn.”

Penn also noted that he intends to return to Ukraine when the time is right. “I’m not
an idiot, I am not certain what I can offer,” Penn said to Hollywood Authentic.
“I don’t spend a lot of time texting the president or his staff while they’re under siege
and their people are being murdered.”

Other countries have finally grown tired of Russia's threats
Newell Normand - WWL Radio New Orleans

WWL Radio New Orleans

We have been closely monitoring what Sweden and Finland are considering doing as
they weigh their options in joining NATO.

It may be one of the pivotal moments that will determine the severity of the
Russian-Ukrainian War, because there’s no doubt that Putin's attack on Ukraine was
meant to scare other non-NATO European countries away from joining.

Now, that seems to have backfired as both Sweden and Finland are seriously
considering joining NATO. I spoke with Dakota Wood, Senior Research Fellow of
Defense Programs at the Heritage Foundation, on what this potential move could
mean in terms of escalating or ending the war.
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Sweden and Finland looking to join NATO is a truly pivotal moment in this war,
right?

It broadens the lens from just Ukraine that has bothered Putin for so long. Putin has
stated that the collapse of the former Soviet Union is the greatest disaster of the 20th
century.

He wants to reclaim that kind of a greater 19th century czarist Russia. Sweden and
Finland changes the whole dynamic. China's expansion has finally spurred Japan to
double its defense budget, and the Philippines to re-invite the U.S. presence back into
their country.

When authoritarian states and their despotic regimes start expanding, it shakes
people out of this complacency. This is what Russia has done for Europe, but Sweden
and Finland joining NATO is really buttressing, it really sends a signal back to
Moscow. And we’ll have to see how Putin responds.

Norway, Sweden, and Finland act independently of one another, historically. All of a
sudden, there's this new alliance between them that Norway has been spearheading...
the decision could happen sooner rather than later.

Those countries have seen what has happened in Belarus with the Russian investment
in that country and the threats they’ve made against Lithuania and Estonia. Now,
Finland and Sweden are looking to this collective safety blanket of NATO.

At what point do we continue to allow the threat of Putin's nuclear capability to be
the checkmate?
It's the ultimate threat, and that's what has everybody scared. People view nuclear
weapons as the ultimate deterrent, or the stick by which to intimidate and to coerce
other nations.

It's part of the dialogue that goes on between nuclear-armed states, the fear that
somebody might actually use one of these weapons, and I don’t think people have
thought about that.

What would be the United States or the European’s response to Russia using a
nuclear device in Ukraine?
It's a great unknown, it's high risk, and it has very high consequences. The threat of
the use of nuclear weapons just has people scared, and that's why we see a lot of
shifting positions by different politicians and national leaders.

Finland and Sweden, moving toward possible NATO membership, brace for
Russian backlash
Melissa Rossi - Yahoo News US



Yahoo News US

Last Wednesday in Stockholm, the prime ministers of Sweden and Finland, countries
where neutrality and military non-alliance are deeply woven into their cultures,
shocked the world by issuing a joint statement that, thanks to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, they were considering applying for membership in NATO.

“There is a before and after Feb. 24,” Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson
told reporters in reference to Russia’s latest military incursion in Ukraine. “The
security landscape has completely changed.”
“We have to be prepared for all kinds of actions from Russia,” Finnish Prime
Minister Sanna Marin said, adding that Finland would decide about applying to
NATO in a matter of weeks.

While both countries had already closed off their skies to Russian air traffic, the
announcement about NATO membership further risked the wrath of the Kremlin,
which has repeatedly threatened both against joining the 30-member military
alliance.

Over the last week in Sweden, radios, portable generators and camping stoves are
flying off shelves as its 10.4 million citizens begin stocking up on canned food, water,
flashlights and matches in preparation for anticipated acts of Russian sabotage.

In Finland, where the government has stockpiled enough grains and fuels in strategic
reserves to last at least five months, they’re expecting more cyber-attacks like those
that hit the ministries of defense and foreign relations on April 8, while Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky addressed the Finnish Parliament via video.

Like the Swedes, the 5.5 million residents of Finland believe that Russia will soon
target its infrastructure, including the internet and electrical grid, and Russian
violations of the airspace in both countries are already on the rise.



In response to their public declarations of interest in NATO membership, Moscow has
renewed its threats to retaliate and bolster nearby ground and air forces, deploying
“significant naval forces in the Gulf of Finland,” according to Dmitry Medvedev,
deputy chairman of Russia’s Security Council.
"There can be no more talk of any nuclear-free status for the Baltic [Sea],” Medvedev
added, a threat dismissed by analysts in the region as saber rattling, since tiny
Kaliningrad, a Russian ex-clave on the Baltic, is widely believed to already hold
nuclear weapons.
“If you’re talking about large nuclear weapons, it doesn’t really matter if the bases
literally are in the Baltic Sea or the Gulf of Finland, if it is in Kaliningrad or if
they’re 500 miles away,” Charly Salonius-Pasternak, security and defense analyst
at the Finnish Institute of International Affairs in Helsinki, told Yahoo News.

The addition of Finland and Sweden to the Western military alliance would not only
expand NATO territory by 300,000 square miles toward the northeast — in blatant
defiance of Putin’s demands last December to shrink NATO’s footprint — but it
would also roughly double NATO's borders with Russia to nearly 1,600 miles.

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, who called Sweden and Finland “our
closest partners,” said in early April that he expected all NATO “allies will welcome
them.” He added, “We know that they can easily join this alliance if they decide to
apply.”

“These are two really capable military powers, who are far more capable than the
size of the countries would suggest,” Ivo Daalder, former U.S. ambassador to NATO,
told Yahoo News with regard to Sweden and Finland.

And they would also boost military capabilities in the Baltic Sea, home to three small
NATO countries — Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania — whose defense has always posed
a problem for the alliance, Daalder said.

The likely accession of Finland and Sweden is “a really big deal” for NATO as well
as Finland and Sweden themselves, Daalder added.
“Sweden has been neutral or [militarily nonaligned] since 1814,” he noted.

And Finland, which became independent from Russia over a century ago, “has never
wanted to be part of any alliance since it became independent in 1917. ... But for the
invasion of Ukraine, this wouldn’t have happened.”

Indeed, even three months ago the prospect of Sweden and Finland joining NATO
didn’t appear in the cards. Finnish Prime Minister Marin said in January that her
country was “very unlikely” to join NATO under her watch, a sentiment that was
echoed by Sweden’s defense minister.

Two weeks ago, however, Marin did an about-face, proclaiming that “Russia is not
the neighbor we thought it was.”
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Yahoo News US On Monday a few thousand people gathered in Senaatintori Square
in Helsinki, Finland, to show their support for Ukraine. (Alessandro

Rampazzo/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images)

The fact that “Russia seems willing to invade, on completely false pretenses, its
neighbors that don’t belong to NATO” sparked a realization among Finns, who have
long tried to placate the Kremlin, Salonius-Pasternak said.

Specifically, when the citizens of Finland, which fought the Soviet Union after it
invaded in 1939, watched Russia’s savage attacks unfold in Ukraine, something
fundamental changed in their logic.

After Russia’s atrocities in Bucha became clear earlier this month, Finnish
public support for joining NATO soared to 68%. Local thinking, Salonius-Pasternak
said, switched from “If we join NATO, Russia may get annoyed and do something bad
to us” to “They may do something bad anyway, so why not seek a form of deterrence
that is completely unavailable to them?”
“What happened,” Salonius-Pasternak added, “was the Finnish population drew
some conclusions which forced the hand of the Finnish political elite, and thereby
also the Swedish.”

Gunilla Herolf, senior associate research fellow at the Swedish Institute of
International Affairs in Stockholm, agreed that Finland is blazing the trail toward
NATO membership.
“Finland has been taking the lead,” she told Yahoo News.
“After public support for NATO went up so much in Finland, people in Sweden
started to realize that it’s very likely that Finland will join, and that made public
opinion go up in Sweden as well.”

The two countries have a very close relationship, she added, which only intensified in
2014 when Russia invaded Ukraine the first time, annexing Crimea.

https://twitter.com/sakkov/status/1513494972498067457?ref_src=twsrc^tfw


Yahoo News US The Swedish army participates in a military exercise in the Artic
Circle, Norway, on March 25 in the wake of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. (Yves

Herman/Reuters)

Herolf expects that the extensive cooperation of Sweden and Finland with NATO, with
which they often perform joint military exercises and whose forces they fought
alongside in the Balkans and Afghanistan, will help speed up the process of applying
for membership.

But there’s a risk: While Finland and Sweden are expected to apply in the coming
weeks, their acceptance into the military alliance depends on unanimous agreement
from all 30 of NATO’s current members, a process that could take months.
“That invitation needs to be ratified by all 30 current members, and that means that
the U.S. Senate will have to ratify it, and 29 parliaments will have to ratify it,” said
Daalder.

While he doesn’t foresee any problems, he added, “you never know — maybe a
parliament gets dissolved and therefore there’s no parliament to ratify it.”

Until their membership is ratified, Finland and Sweden will remain vulnerable. If
Russia attacked either before they were admitted to the alliance, neither could invoke
Article 5, the NATO clause that states that an attack on one member is an attack on
all.

Another potential snag is the upcoming presidential election in France. Right-wing
candidate Marine Le Pen, currently trailing incumbent President Emmanuel
Macron by at least 7 points, has vowed to cut France’s military involvement with
NATO.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/18/macron-lead-over-le-pen-stabilises-as-election-scrutiny-intensifies


Yahoo News US French presidential candidate Marine Le Pen. (Julien De Rosa/AFP
via Getty Images)

“While the ratification process among the 30 NATO members could happen quickly,"
said Daalder, “the problem is it needs to go quickly in 30 countries. The real question
is, what do you do in the meantime?”

Once Finland and Sweden are officially invited to apply to NATO, Daalder said, even
before their membership is approved by member countries, “the president of the
United States should make clear that until such time as these countries are formally
part of NATO, that we, the United States, hopefully with partner countries, are
committed to defending their security.”

In the meantime, both Finland and Sweden are boosting their armed forces and
ramping up annual spending on civil defense and arms.

The Finnish government in February ordered 64 F-35s from Lockheed Martin, with a
price tag of over $9 billion.

Sweden, where the 2021 defense budget was around $7 billion, is expected to raise
that amount to about $11 billion, roughly the 2% of GDP required of NATO
members.

MBS threatened to move Saudi Arabia closer to Russia and China to punish Biden
for ostracizing him, report says
Bill Bostock (wbostock@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

https://insidedefense.com/insider/finland-signs-96b-deal-64-f-35s%C2%A0


Xinhua via Getty Images Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman seen in Kuwait on
December 10. Xinhua via Getty Images

MBS suggested cozying up to Russia and China to punish Biden for sidelining him,
The WSJ reported.

As president, Biden has criticized Saudi Arabia's human-rights record and hasn't met
MBS in person.

MBS and King Salman met last year to discuss how to get back at Biden for the
slights, The WSJ said.

Since coming to power, the Biden administration has criticized Saudi human-rights
abuses, reeled in US support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen, and shunned Crown
Prince Mohammed — colloquially known as MBS. Also, Biden has yet to meet him in
person.

In February 2021, the US sanctioned dozens of Saudis believed to have played a role
in the 2018 killing of the Washington Post writer Jamal Khashoggi. The crown prince
wasn't directly affected by the sanctions.

In response, the Journal, citing Saudi officials, reported that MBS, his advisors,
and his father, King Salman, met last year at a seaside palace to discuss what further
punishments Biden may have in store and how the kingdom could get ahead of them.

The group discussed releasing more political prisoners to appease Biden, the Journal
reported, but Crown Prince Mohammed instead said Saudi Arabia should threaten to
solidify alliances with Russia and China.

Saudi Arabia released its most high-profile political detainee, the right-to-drive
activist Loujain al-Hathloul, in February 2021. Several others were released in her
wake.

The State Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment from
Insider.
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It is unclear whether the crown prince actually threatened the US with a move toward
China and Russia, but it is clear that Saudi Arabia has grown closer to China since
last year, deepening ties militarily, culturally, and economically.

In that time, the Saudi-US relationship has worsened, with the Saudis upset that the
US is failing to guarantee its security in the face of strikes on the Arabian Peninsula
by the Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen.

Furthermore, Saudi Arabia has also failed to condemn Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
and it's sought to avoid upsetting Russia by ignoring US requests for it to increase oil
output to make up for the White House's ban on Russian oil imports.

The Journal, citing Middle East and US officials, reported that Crown Prince
Mohammed ignored Biden's phone calls as the US tried to woo the Saudis for more
oil.

Quit winging it and fly home, Putin
Martin Schram - Tribune News Service

Marcus Yam/Los Angeles Times/TNS

In 2012, Vladimir Putin took his media corps out to an Arctic peninsula in Siberia to
showcase his leadership prowess for all the world to see.

Then he dressed up like a bird, donning a billowy white suit and white helmet,
climbed into a motorized white-winged hang glider along with a skilled pilot.

They took off on a flight designed to show he could get a flock of endangered Siberian
cranes to follow him so they could learn how to migrate south for the winter.

Only one did.
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So Putin, ever persistent, tried again. And this time five cranes began to fly with him.
Three soon lost interest; but two flapped willingly alongside the white-winged craft
piloted (or co-piloted) by their newfound alpha crane.

In 2022, things seem to be going much the same for Putin with his flock of flummoxed
generals and inaccurate intelligence advisers. Their first invasion of Ukraine stalled
on the ground, failing to achieve Putin’s military objectives.

They failed at the basics: They couldn’t get food and fuel to their stalled invading
forces. Ukrainian forces were stronger and far fiercer than Russia expected;
Ukraine’s civilians were too.

Putin’s generals, fearing the career-ending brutality of their ruler’s wrath, deceived
him about the extent of their invasion’s failure, according to U.S. officials. Just as
Putin had been deceiving his people about what his invasion was all about from the
outset. So things came full circle in Putin’s inner circle.

As Putin began realizing that his ground invasion wasn’t working, his troops began
indiscriminately targeting with artillery, rockets and bombs Ukraine’s innocent
civilians.

He was, of course, killing and maiming and terrorizing the same women, children,
elderly and infirm whom he had told his fellow Russians he merely wanted to liberate
because Ukrainians are as Russian as they were.

He made up a lie, saying he was liberating Ukrainians from a government run by
fictional neo-Nazis. And Putin’s Big Lie worked, as millions of Russians believed him.

Now Putin has his forces circling back around for a second, face-saving try at
invading Ukraine. His shamed and stalled ground forces north of Kyiv have been
pulled back to redeploy.

Putin wants to at least liberate the Donbas region by making it clearly independent
and, mainly, very loyal to his Russia. But Putin’s innermost objectives are not entirely
clear — probably not even to his own inner circle, which now appears more like a
vicious circle.

Longtime Putin watchers believe that what the Russian dictator really wanted most
was to re-create the power-and-glory — plus the fear-and-glory — that young
Vladimir Putin most loved about old Joe Stalin’s Soviet Empire.

Instead, Putin belatedly discovered that his feared army got massively kicked and
killed by little old Ukraine — so badly that his generals conned him rather than
telling him the truth that the rest of the world was seeing on its news screens.

U. S. officials believe that, after Putin discovered he’d just gotten his own aspirations
kicked, he angrily moved a few of his military and intel insiders even further inside.
He put them on house arrest.
V.



The real reason Russia invaded Ukraine, of course, has nothing to do with fake Nazis
or feigned liberation. Or Ukraine’s Nobel-deserving Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Putin’s inner volcano has been erupting ever since 2014, when he became obsessed
with his impression that Kyiv was way-too publicly dissing Russia, its motherland.

Just weeks before Russia was going to host a G-8 economic summit in Sochi, Ukraine
spurned a new trade arrangement with Russia and sought to join the European
Union.

And Mount Putin erupted. He snatched Crimea. The G-8 canceled its summit,
expelled Russia, rebranded itself the G-7. And Putin has been militarily menacing
Ukraine ever since.

As Russia’s generals and intel chiefs prepare to take off on their second, more
carefully calculated, military invasion of Ukraine, Putin feels he at least has one
massive force under his secure control: Russia’s people.

A solid majority once believed their dictator-president’s Big Lie about Nazis ruling
Ukraine.

But online reality has begun to seep through to Russia’s masses. More and more,
Russians are realizing Putin’s slaughter of Ukraine.

Russia’s president also now knows he vastly underestimated the power of the
sanctions imposed by America, NATO and others. Russia’s people, now isolated from
a prosperous global economy, will soon be suffering.

Putin can bash Ukraine until, as Winston Churchill once put it, he makes the rubble
bounce. But he cannot win.

And he may lose everything, once ordinary Russians become fed up at the global
shame and economic suffering that will be Putin’s legacy.

That’s why Putin, being scheming smart, may soon get it: His smartest move now is to
declare victory and get the flock out of Ukraine.

German, Baltic foreign ministers condemn arrest of Russian rights activists
Reuters



Reuters/Joshua Roberts

BERLIN (Reuters) - The foreign ministers of Germany and the Baltic states said they
strongly condemned the arrest and sentencing of Russian human rights activists and
called on Russia to release them immediately, according to a joint statement issued on
Wednesday.
"In parallel to its war, Russia has further intensified suppression of free speech,
punishing its own citizens for their opposition to violence and repressing pro-peace
protesters,” the ministers of Germany, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania said in the
statement.

Gallery: Photos show protesters across the world calling on Putin to stand down as
Russia continues its assault on Ukraine (Business Insider)

Photos show protesters across the world calling on Putin to stand down as Russia
continues its assault on Ukraine.



Protests broke out across the world following Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Demonstrators demanded Putin back down and that world leaders take swift action.

Several protesters in various cities held up signs comparing Putin to Adolf Hitler.

"The Ministers strongly condemn the arbitrary arrest and sentencing of Russian
human rights defenders and peace activists, such as Vladimir Kara-Murza, and call
for their immediate release,” they said.

Vladimir Kara-Murza, vice-president of the Free Russia Foundation, a
Washington-based non-profit organisation, was one of around 200 people detained by
Russian police at a meeting of independent and opposition politicians in Moscow last
month.

Germany to Help Ukraine With Artillery Ammunition, Training
Michael Nienaber - Bloomberg

Photographer: Sean Gallup/Getty Images Europe

Germany will provide Ukraine with ammunition and training for heavy artillery as
Chancellor Olaf Scholz comes under pressure to give more support to the effort to
fend off Russian forces.

The training and ammunition are for the PzH 2000, a self-propelled, rapid-fire
artillery system, which the Netherlands is sending to Ukraine, according to a senior
government official.

The training could be provided in Poland or Germany, but not in Ukraine because of
ongoing attacks from Russia, said the official, who asked not to be identified because
talks between NATO allies and Ukraine are confidential.

Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, who has led calls for heavy weaponry for
Ukraine, confirmed Wednesday during a trip to Riga that Germany will help with



artillery training and maintenance, but declined to provide further details. A
government spokesman declined to comment at a regular news conference when
asked about the Bloomberg report.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz has come under intense pressure, including from members of
his own ruling coalition, to increase military support to Ukraine by sending heavy
weapons such as tanks.

He told reporters after a video call with Group of Seven and other NATO allies on
Tuesday that Germany has enlisted the country’s defense contractors to help boost
deliveries of weapons to Ukraine after mostly exhausting available stocks from its
own armed forces.

He also said it’s important to deliver weapons that are immediately available and
effective for Ukraine’s defense, comments echoed Wednesday by Baerbock.

Germany has made 1 billion euros ($1.1 billion) available so that Ukraine can buy
what she called “more complex systems that can have a long-term impact.” These
would include “systems that Ukraine urgently needs, especially in the east to protect
against Russian artillery fire,” she said in Riga after talks with her Latvian
counterpart.

She pushed back against suggestions that Germany has been slow to meet Ukraine’s
weapons demands.
“Germany delivered stinger anti-tank systems and a great deal more without ever
talking extensively about it in public so that these deliveries could happen quickly and
securely,” she said.

Finance Minister Christian Lindner told Bloomberg TV that Germany was “open” to
delivering further weapons but only if it’s done jointly with its allies, its ability to
defend NATO territory isn’t affected and Germany doesn’t become directly involved
in the conflict with Russia.

The senior government official said that instead of offering heavy equipment directly,
Germany will provide tanks and armored vehicles to Eastern European countries that
are willing to send Soviet-style equipment to Ukraine, which soldiers there are
already familiar with. It’s still under negotiation which NATO allies in Eastern
Europe will supply Ukraine, the official said.

Baerbock said the government has approved plans to supply armored vehicles to
Ukraine but has nothing in stock to send straight away. She confirmed that Germany
will support allies that send older weapons by replacing that equipment.

“This is my understanding of foreign policy,” she said. “Not to make swift promises
that you may not be able to keep but to be honest about what you are able to do in the
moment and creative about how you can support others.”
“We as Germany are doing what we can immediately and are paving the way for
further contributions we can make in the future,” she added.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-04-19/germany-taps-defense-firms-to-help-supply-ukraine-with-weapons


Latvian Foreign Minister Edgars Rinkevics was also asked about the perception that
Germany isn’t working hard enough to help Ukraine, and said he considered Berlin
“a trusted partner.”
“I want to underscore that all member states of NATO and the EU, including Latvia
and Germany, have done the maximum to provide what they have available,” he said.

“Germany is a trusted friend and ally. We’re doing a lot, but we must do more.”

How a former US Navy sailor became a Putin propagandist
Jeff Schogol - Task & Purpose

Task & Purpose

Navy veteran Patrick Lancaster describes himself on Facebook as “an independent
crowdfunded journalist,” but critics argue that he is a foot soldier in the Kremlin’s
information war against Ukraine.

On Monday, Lancaster posted a video from the city of Mariupol in southeastern
Ukraine, which has been besieged by the Russian military for weeks. The Russians
have blasted their way through the city the same way they razed other cities,
including Grozny in Chechnya and Aleppo in Syria.

The city’s mayor has claimed that at least 10,000 civilians have been killed in the
fighting and the Russians have reportedly relocated thousands of other Mariupol
residents.

Yet Lancaster’s video places the blame for the suffering of Mariupol’s residents
squarely on Ukraine’s shoulders. While the video showed several bodies lying in the
streets, a man dressed in civilian clothes whom Lancaster interviewed said all the
dead were “terrorists” who belonged to Ukraine’s Azov Regiment, which has a
history of accepting neo-Nazis as volunteers.
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The man then cursed Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, praised Russian
President Vladimir Putin, and said of those killed and displaced by the fighting in
Mariupol: “I feel sorry for them, but what can [you] do when they commit such a
genocide?”

At the end of his lengthy interview, Lancaster said the man’s opinions were “kind of
common” among the Mariupol residents who have spoken with him, adding: “You see
that in all of my reports. I’ve interviewed hundreds of people here in Mariupol to
bring you the facts about what’s really happening here.”

Notably absent from Lancaster’s reporting is any mention of evidence that the
Russians have committed war crimes in Ukraine. Amnesty International has
documented incidents of the Russian military firing inaccurate weapons into
populated areas of Mariupol and other Ukrainian cities as well as Russian troops
executing civilians.

After the Russians left Bucha, a suburb of Kyiv, Washington Post reporters saw more
than 200 bodies found lying in the street and in graves, some of which had been
beheaded. The reporters also saw evidence that the Russians had sexually abused
civilians in Bucha.
“Testimonies show that unarmed civilians in Ukraine are being killed in their homes
and streets in acts of unspeakable cruelty and shocking brutality,” Agnès Callamard,
secretary general of Amnesty International, said in an April 7 statement.

“The intentional killing of civilians is a human rights violation and a war crime.
These deaths must be thoroughly investigated, and those responsible must be
prosecuted, including up the chain of command.”

Christopher Paul, who researches information operations and psychological warfare,
said Lancaster’s reporting “feels like Russian propaganda” by repeating Kremlin
talking points and conspiracy theories.

Lancaster’s videos repeat Russian propaganda themes along with conspiracy theories,
said Paul, a senior social scientist with the RAND Corporation, a nonprofit research
organization.

“The new slogan for RT [Russia Today] is ‘question more,’” said Paul, a senior
social scientist with the RAND Corporation, a nonprofit research organization.

“This kind of nihilistic war on information, suggesting that somehow normal
professional journalists are compromised — but I’m going to share with you
information that they’re unwilling to share — well, they’re unwilling to share it
because it isn’t true. But that subtext is left out.”

Lancaster’s videos have often appeared on Russian state-run media, including Russia
Today and Zveda, a television channel owned by Russia’s defense ministry, reporters
Jason Paladino and Anya van Wagtendonk with Grid, an independent news site,
revealed on Monday.
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Not only is Lancaster able to travel through Russian-controlled territory at will, but
in one video he wore a white band on his arm and leg, which is a method that Russian
troops use to distinguish friends from foes, Grid reported.

Shortly before Russia’s attack on Ukraine, Lancaster reported on an alleged
Ukrainian roadside bomb attack inside territory held by Russian-led separatists.

The Russians claimed three people were killed in the attack, but Grid as well as the
investigative website Bellingcat subsequently noted that the incident appears to have
been staged.

The charred remains of one person whom the Russians claim was killed by an
explosion had deep cuts to the skull, indicating that the body had undergone an
autopsy procedure before it was placed at the scene.

During his video about the event, Lancaster said that he was “investigating on what
really happened,” but never challenged the official Russian narrative that three
civilians had been killed by a Ukrainian roadside bomb.

“It's not possible to know if in this incident he's knowingly involved with producing
propaganda, but he has a long track record of biased reporting when it comes to
pro-Russian separatists and Russia itself,” Eliot Higgins, founder and creative
director of Bellingcat, told Task & Purpose.

Lancaster did not respond to numerous requests from Task & Purpose to provide a
comment for this story. He served in the Navy from 2001 to 2006, during which he
became a cryptologic technician — a job that involves using “high-power jamming
signals to deceive electronic sensors and prevent enemy attacks,” according to the
Navy.

He was trained at the Navy and Marine Corps Intelligence Training Center in Dam
Neck, Virginia, and he served aboard the now decommissioned aircraft carrier USS
Kitty Hawk from 2002 until 2006, according to his official service record. His rank
when he left the Navy was petty officer third class.

Lancaster’s military awards include the Navy Unit Commendation Good Conduct
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal,
four Sea Service Deployment Ribbons, and four Navy and Marine Corps Overseas
Service Ribbons.

His videos — which contain factual errors, misinformation and in the case of the
video involving the alleged IED, have been accused of being outright fabrications –
have the potential to reach a wide audience.

His YouTube channel has 408,000 subscribers and he has also been featured on
InfoWars, a website owned by radio host Alex Jones that passes off conspiracy
theories as news.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvxtJ6JnHF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvxtJ6JnHF0
https://www.grid.news/story/misinformation/2022/02/23/autopsied-bodies-and-false-flags-how-pro-russian-disinformation-spreads-chaos-in-ukraine/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2022/02/28/exploiting-cadavers-and-faked-ieds-experts-debunk-staged-pre-war-provocation-in-the-donbas/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2022/02/28/exploiting-cadavers-and-faked-ieds-experts-debunk-staged-pre-war-provocation-in-the-donbas/


During a Feb. 25 interview with Jones, Lancaster said the people in eastern Ukraine
controlled by Russian-led separatists were “in tears of happiness” over Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.
“One woman told me that she is so thankful that [Russian President Vladimir] Putin
is going to stop the war here and she can finally feel like a real person again,”
Lancaster said.

Iraq war veteran Kristofer Goldsmith tracks disinformation and extremism as CEO of
the firm Sparverius. He believes it is possible that Lancaster is working for the
Russians, but it’s just as likely that he believes the conspiracy theories that he
espouses, Goldsmith told Task & Purpose.

Goldsmith noted that Lancaster will often claim “the Western media won’t show you
this” in his videos.
“The pretext of everything that he does is that there is a conspiracy of the Western
media to hide the truth from you,” said Goldsmith, who is also helming Task Force
Butler, a team of veterans volunteering with Human Rights First to counter extremism
and radicalization.
“That puts him not just in the same camp as Russia Today or Sputnik, but of Alex
Jones.”

The Kremlin’s goal is to undermine American’s faith in democracy, Goldsmith said.
Toward that end, it is extremely useful to have veterans such as Lancaster serve as an
arm of Russian propaganda because American military veterans can have a
tremendous amount of influence on social networks.
“A veteran is more likely to inform the beliefs of their immediate family, of their
co-workers, their friends, etc.,” Goldsmith said.
“So, for every dollar — or every ruble — that is spent targeting an American service
member, they’re getting a better bang for the buck than targeting any other
demographic within the United States.”

How I Am Using Psychology to Persuade Russians of the Truth About Ukraine
Julia Minson - Times
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Many of us have been struggling to find a way to help Ukraine. A Norwegian tech
entrepreneur named Fabian Falch found his answer.

With a small group of volunteers, Fabian built a system to elude spam filters and
dispatch millions of emails to Russia— urging the Russian people to disregard the
government propaganda and providing links to accurate information about the war in
Ukraine. Fabian figured out how to make a difference; by working with him, so have
I.

As an immigrant with Russian and Ukrainian roots, I liken Russia’s argument that it
can invade Ukraine because the two countries used to be one to an abusive husband
violating a restraining order because “we are a family.”

But as a behavioral scientist studying conflict communication, I worried that reaching
Russian inboxes was not enough. I also wanted to be sure that the Russians opening
those emails would be receptive to the message and not dismiss it out of hand.

So, I contacted Fabian to learn more about his operation and share my concerns. We
began working together to reshape the messages in ways that can persuade skeptical
Russians.

Fabian’s email scheme is both clever and simple: a volunteer clicks on a link and an
outgoing email from their own account gets populated with 100 Russian email
addresses and a message in Russian and English.

The emails get past spam filters because they come from real people and arrive in
small batches. The messages also include instructions for downloading software that
circumvents government blockers on news and social media websites.

Fabian estimates that around 50 million messages have been sent by his army of
500,000 volunteers.

The challenge is that people in Russia have experienced decades of brainwashing
about the evils of the West and the plight of Russians in Eastern Ukraine.

Like many Americans, many Russians don’t care about politics or international
relations, and they don’t question the news they watch. They want to think well of
their own country and will likely resent having their troops accused of killing
innocents by an anonymous email landing uninvited in their inbox.

This is where behavioral scientists can help. Scholars in psychology, communications,
marketing, conflict management and negotiations study how to influence someone
who has strong incentives to maintain their beliefs.

We can craft clearer, less threatening, more persuasive messages. People who are
trying to break through the wall of Russian propaganda—from concerned activists to
the U.S. government—would be wise to tap into this wealth of research-driven
expertise.
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In my lab at Harvard Kennedy School, we study “conversational receptiveness”—the
use of specific words and phrases to convey one’s engagement with opposing
perspectives.

Conversational receptiveness uses specific linguistic cues identified by algorithms
that analyze natural human language to ensure that your counterpart feels respected
and understood.

For example, receptive language features acknowledgement phrases such as “I
understand that…” and “You are saying that…” to show that you really paid
attention to your counterpart’s perspective. It also uses “hedges” (sometimes,
possibly, often) to make the message come across as less dogmatic.

In related research, we find that simply and directly stating that you are interested in
your counterpart’s point of view improves how that person sees you and your
argument. This technique worked even in a study where Israelis read messages from
Palestinian counterparts—messages they received during the Gaza war in the spring
of 2021.

When faced with false and dangerous beliefs, our impulse is to make the strongest,
most attention-grabbing argument possible.
“The Russians are bombing maternity hospitals!”
“Putin must be stopped!”
“Save the people of Mariupol!” are flooding the internet.

But such arguments are more likely to inflame resistance than foster dialogue. And
even if I agree that Putin must be stopped, what exactly should I do about it? So,
offering concrete action steps, such accessing independent news, is key to motivating
action.

Fabian was open to applying these research-based insights to revise the messages in
the emails. With the support of other scholars and students, we are rewriting the
messages being sent by mail2ru.org and crafting batches of new ones.

We focus on brevity, clarity, signaling receptiveness, and finding common ground.
The recast emails are half as long as the original batch. The subject lines seek to start
a dialogue. The emails make just a couple of clear points, focusing on the
humanitarian and economic costs of the war, and avoid blaming the Russian people.

These messages also explain in a few words how to access websites and browsers that
evade government censorship and internet blocks and provide reliable information on
what’s really happening in the war.

In this way, we combined our very different skills to reach Russians with messages
that we hope will leave them more open to hearing the truth about the war their
country is waging. We hope others join us in paving this path toward peace.

http://www.juliaminson.com/lab.html
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Tax Day is already bad, and Biden wants to make it worse
Grover Norquist - Monday

Fox Business

Tax Day is a particularly dreary and unpleasant "holiday" this year. Americans who
trudge down to the post office to drop off their returns or simply push a button to file
electronically are aware that the IRS itself confesses that is it behind in processing
those returns it already has by roughly 22 million.

Taxpayers are to hurry up (or be fined) and get in a long line. If you have last-minute
questions about the tax form it is not cheerful to read that the IRS admits it is
answering no more than 20 percent of the calls for help it receives.

4 REASONS WHY YOU NEVER GET A TAX REFUND
And this is not likely to get better. 53 percent of all IRS employees are working from
home full time. Others spend "some” time in the office.

The culture of the IRS does not suggest improvement anytime soon. IRS agents are
"protected” by civil service laws. It is almost impossible to fire them. On top of that
they have one of the most aggressive unions making the agency difficult to reform in
even baby steps. One sign of the culture is that 97 percent of all the IRS union’
campaign contributions flow directly to Democrat candidates.
A one-party, unionized, bureaucratized agency.
Then it comes down to everybody.

Biden's IRS reporting device for third-party payment processors 'will affect your
taxes,' says Norquist

Perhaps new technology can fix things? Sadly, the IRS has been saying this for
decades. Send cash and we will make our computers work. Failure has followed
failure.

But now Joe Biden is convinced that if taxpayers ante up another $80 billion and hire
87,000 IRS agents, things will change. While Biden says these new agents will focus

https://www.foxbusiness.com/category/taxes
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on "the rich” the IRS itself brags they will increase audits of small and independent
businesses by 50 percent.

But taxpayers are also consumers and have jobs. President Biden and the Democrat
congress are threatening to impose a series of new and larger taxes that will increase
prices, depress wages, and make America less competitive in the world.
mean, the warning sign is always when debt as a percentage of GDP is

Biden’s new budget has 36 tax hikes and 11 new taxes on energy. Biden’s new tax
ideas will increase the cost of home heating oil, electricity, and gasoline. Inflation has
already hit American families and businesses hard – prices have increased by 8.5
percent over the past year. Tax increases will only make this worse.

One of Biden’s new taxes would be a new tax on "unrealized capital gains” which
means you get taxed on money you don’t have. If the value of your business, your
401k, life savings or land increase in a year—the government would force you to pay
income taxes on the increase.

You don’t have any more money than last year. You did not receive any income. How
are you going to pay taxes on income you might never see? Stock prices go down as
well as up.
economy are the inflation. There is even higher, almost 10%, which

Biden administration doesn’t have a ‘fix’ for inflation problem: Grover Norquist

Biden promises this will only be on rich people. But most new taxes are first visited on
"the rich” and then they "trickle down” to hit the middle class. The federal income
tax was introduced with a top rate of seven percent on those earning more than $13
million in today’s dollars. Now the lowest rate is 10 percent on those earning more
than $10,275 in taxable income.

When Biden was vice president the American corporate income tax was 35 percent.
Investment and jobs were flowing out of America. During the Biden/Obama years the
U.S. had its weakest economic recovery since World War II.

The burden of the corporate income tax hits workers in the form of lower wages and
everyone in the form of higher prices for goods and services.

Thanks to congressional Republicans and President Trump, the U.S. federal
corporate rate was reduced to 21 percent.
But now Biden wants to increase the rate to 28 percent. And you have to add state
corporate income taxes as well. Actually, it's a recipe for stagflation when you
combine high taxes

Biden’s tax increase would put the U.S. at a tax disadvantage versus China, which
has a 25 percent rate, and Europe, which has an average rate of 19 percent.

Biden and the Democrat party’s call for higher corporate rate on American
businesses than is imposed by China or Europe will make American projects less
competitive in the world. Biden will have us compete by having lower wages.



America should compete in the world with the lowest energy costs, the lowest cost of
regulations and taxes. And we should strive for the highest wages, not the lowest.

Biden is also now trying to yoke the U.S. to a global tax cartel dictated by
Paris-based bureaucrats whose goal is to extract money from Americans.

Democrats also want to have the IRS create a new, government tax preparation
system. This will not streamline tax filing, as the Left claims, but will give federal
bureaucrats more power to intrude in the lives of everyday Americans.

It would create a conflict of interest as the IRS would tell you how much you owe and
if you contest it, you have to deal with an unresponsive agency that doesn’t pick up
the phone or answer letters in a timely manner.

Government as tax collector and tax preparer would give the IRS an incentive to
overcharge or withhold information from taxpayers.

It would empower the agency to collect even more personal information at a time that
the IRS has proven unable or unwilling to protect personal data.

Ukraine found a surprising way to increase its jet count by 20, Pentagon says
Mike Brest - Washington Examiner

The Ukrainian military has made approximately 20 aircraft operable using parts from
other countries, according to a senior U.S. defense official.

Washington Examiner Ukraine found a surprising way to increase its jet count by 20,
Pentagon says.

"They have more than 20 additional aircraft available to them than they did three
weeks ago,” the official told reporters on Wednesday.
"And that is because of the shipment and arrival of spare parts that have been able to
get some of their inoperable aircraft, fixed-wing fighter aircraft, in operable
condition.”

In addition to the aircraft, more than 50 Ukrainian soldiers are being trained outside
of the country on how to use the howitzers that the United States is providing to them.

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/defense-national-security/us-begins-training-ukrainians-on-howitzers-pentagon-says
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/defense-national-security/us-military-to-train-ukrainian-soldiers-on-howitzers


Those soldiers will then return home and be able to train their colleagues on how to
use the weapon.
"The training of some small number of Ukrainians on the howitzers has begun,” the
official explained.
"It has begun in the country outside Ukraine. I am not going to tell you — be able to
detail where this is happening, but it has happened. And we expect the training to last
for about a week. And this is training the trainers. It's a smallish number of
Ukrainians, a little bit more than 50.”

President Joe Biden's most recent military aid package sent to Ukraine included
40,000 rounds of ammunition, and the howitzer rounds, which are a type of artillery
ammunition, have arrived and will continue to do so.

Russian forces, which have since given up on capturing the capital of Kyiv, have
recently focused their attention on the Donbas region, and they have sought to
reinforce their troops in the area.

Their reinforcements come in the way of four additional battalion tactical groups, or
BTGs, which bring the total number of BTGs in the area to roughly 80, the official
explained, and each one consists of roughly 800 to 1,000 service members.

Russia is also coordinating its attacks on the strategic port city of Mariupol, which is
located between the Crimean Peninsula, which Russia annexed from Ukraine in 2014,
and the Donbas region, which is in the east and is heavily populated with pro-Russian
separatists.

Capturing the city, which the Russians have pulverized, would allow for them to have
a land corridor from the Crimean Peninsula to the Donbas region.

Three of the four new BTGs were sent to the Donbas region, the official added.

Who are the Mozart Group? Former U.S. Marine Training Ukrainians in War
Jack Dutton - Newsweek

The Mozart Group is a group of Western veterans that are training fighters in
Ukraine, in what reports have described as the Western equivalent to Russian
President Vladimir Putin's infamous Wagner Group.

The Wagner Group—an elite paramilitary force that has been linked to the Russian
president—has been deployed to Eastern Ukraine to try to achieve Moscow's military
objective of securing the Donbas region.

The elite private army—which is also known as Liga—was formed in 2014, during the
war in Donbas in Eastern Ukraine and Russia's annexation of Crimea. The group has
been linked to war crimes.

The Mozart Group was established during the war by ex-U.S. commander Colonel
Andrew Milburn, the first marine to lead a Special Operations Task Force during the

war against the so-called Islamic State.
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Milburn joined the U.S. Marine Corps from London as a private. He retired 31 years
later in 2019 as a colonel.

Milburn and the Mozart Group are now training Ukraine's Special Forces in the
military skills they lack, Forces.net reported. These skills include sniper training,
teaching Ukrainians how to spot improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and additional
tactical awareness to improve their front line combat.

In an interview with WUSF public media on April 13, Milburn said that the Mozart
Group was established when he saw that the Ukrainian Special Operations Forces
were short in "pretty much everything,” from drones to body armor, to secure radios
and medical kits. His group is also helping those forces source military equipment in
Ukraine.

Milburn, who was born in Hong Kong but grew up in the U.K., has hired several
British and U.S. army veterans to help him train Ukrainian fighters at a training
center he has established in Kyiv.

More than 20,000 foreign volunteers have reportedly headed to the war zone to join a
Ukrainian Foreign Legion fighting against the Russians.

But Milburn has said that many of them had lied about their military background and
are now paying the price for their lack of experience.
"The Russians are best in the defense. Yes, they've been inept in the offence but they
use reams of mines and they've got no shortage of artillery shells,” Milburn told
Forces.net on April 7.
"The barrages that they can bring down very quickly have to be seen to be believed.”

The Mozart Group is entirely funded by donations and is not financed at all by the
U.S. government, Milburn said in the WUSF interview.

Newsweek has contacted Milburn for comment.

Russia’s Isolation From the West Will Outlast the War
Opinion by Maria Repnikova - The Atlantic

https://www.newsweek.com/zelensky-16000-foreign-fighters-war-russia-1684473


Nanna Heitmann / Magnum

While I was researching Russian investigative journalism a little over a decade ago,
several of the people I interviewed used variations of the same metaphor to explain
why Vladimir Putin had not stamped out the country’s independent media: They said
that critical outlets—and they specifically referred to Russia’s most well-known
investigative publication, Novaya Gazeta—were like credentials for Putin, allowing
Russia to masquerade as a democracy.
“Someone might be imprisoned in Russia for their articles, but Novaya Gazeta will
continue to exist and showcase to the outside world that we do have freedom of
speech in Russia,” a senior Russian journalist told me.

Until very recently, that characterization still rang true. Although Russia tends to be
grouped with China in discussions of threatening authoritarian trends, the two
countries have had very different media environments.

In contrast to China, where social media is tightly controlled and all news outlets are
owned by the party-state (though the stake of the ownership can vary), in Russia,
social media remains less censored, and the state tolerated privately owned media,
such as Novaya Gazeta.

These outlets produced courageous investigations, and were more explicitly critical of
the authorities than their counterparts in China.

Novaya Gazeta, for instance, investigated Putin’s amassing of personal wealth, war
crimes in Chechnya, and the state’s coercive behavior against migrants as part of
anti-terrorism operations, among other sensitive topics.

This reporting garnered international attention, and last year, the newspaper’s editor
in chief, Dmitry Muratov, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the space for investigative and critical
journalism in traditional media has largely vanished. The regime has either banned
or driven out all major critical outlets.

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2021/09/hong-kong-china-media-newspaper/620005/?utm_source=msn
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On March 1, the websites of Russia’s only independent television channel, TV Rain
(Dozhd), and the renowned liberal radio broadcaster, Ekho Moskvy, were blocked by
the country’s telecommunications watchdog.

On March 4, Meduza, a popular Latvia-based online outlet focused on
Russia, announced that it had been blocked on the Russian web. On March 28, in
response to warnings from authorities, Novaya Gazeta officially ceased its
operations.

On April 9, two more independent online outlets, Diskurs and Kholod,
were banned as well.

On April 15, a number of prominent journalists were marked as “foreign agents.”
New legislation passed on March 4 by the Russian Parliament that punishes the
spread of “fake” news about the military (and that has since been amended to include
any state body) with a 15-year jail sentence is meant to foster widespread
self-censorship.

This media crackdown is significant not only because of its practical
implications—most Russians cannot now access independent news and analysis of a
war being waged in their name—but for a deeper reason.

It symbolizes Russia’s further estrangement from the West on a more subtle,
ideological level: Putin’s regime has now dropped even the appearance of democracy
and, by extension, its treatment of the West as a marker of political legitimacy.

This shift is not an isolated wartime measure, but appears to be part of a
long-running systematic policy. It builds on a decade of mounting pressure on more
independent media and extends to other actors that represent or collaborate with the
West, including civil-society and research organizations. That means it is unlikely to
be rolled back when the war in Ukraine finally ends.

The coexistence of critical news outlets and Putin’s regime was always riddled with
frictions. Described by some Russia scholars as “islands of press freedom,” more
critical media were initially tolerated so long as their readership remained relatively
small and niche, unable to mount a serious threat to Putin’s rule.

Since the large-scale protests in 2011 and 2012 against official corruption and
electoral fraud, which were widely covered and, in part, mobilized by critical
journalists, the regime has intensified its control over more independent outlets.

Some, such as Kommersant and its sister publication Kommersant Vlast, as well
as RBC Media Group—all owned by Russian oligarchs aligned with the
Kremlin—underwent editorial changes over the past decade; leading editors quit or
were fired, and many journalists left in solidarity.

Since 2012, the Russian Parliament has also passed a number of vaguely formulated
punitive laws that, taken in sum, have helped muzzle journalists.
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The authorities implemented anti-extremism legislation and, more recently, rules that
designate certain outlets, online publications, and even particular individuals as
“foreign agents,” allowing officials to intimidate or shut down media organizations
for allegedly inciting societal instability or for apparently compromising
national-security interests.

In 2014, for instance, Lenta.ru, Russia’s leading independent news site at the
time, received an “extremism” warning for publishing an interview with a Ukrainian
nationalist leader.

The outlet’s editor in chief was fired, and the majority of its journalists resigned in
protest. Meduza, an outlet that grew out of Lenta.ru, was labeled a “foreign agent” in
2021, and had its financial operations restricted, prior to being banned entirely in
March 2022.

In the latest wave of coercion, the authorities also resorted to familiar legal tools.
Ekho Moskvy and TV Rain were declared foreign agents, and Novaya Gazeta’s
halting of operations was preceded by regulators issuing a formal warning because it
hadn’t labeled a particular NGO a foreign agent in an article.

Whereas in the past, recognition by the West could have served as a shield for some
Russian media outlets, in recent years, and especially since the invasion, alleged
associations with the West are now an excuse to dole out punishment.

This deliberate detachment from the West is also notable in other sectors: In recent
weeks, the Russian government has moved to close the offices of international
organizations such as Human Rights Watch, which had operated in the country for 30
years, and the Carnegie Moscow Center, which houses many talented researchers
and, since 1994, has produced in-depth analysis on Russian politics and society.
(My own research on the Russian media was, in part, carried out while I was a fellow
at the Carnegie Moscow Center.)

A number of Western media outlets have also been driven out of Russia, ceasing
operations as a safety precaution.

While the banning of Russian independent media underscores one shift, in which
Moscow no longer seeks approval from the West, the closure of these Western
organizations points to another, in which any remaining connective tissue between
Russia and the West that had facilitated Moscow’s engagement in the international
community is torn apart.

In reflecting on the Putin regime’s crackdown, many observers have invoked the Iron
Curtain, arguing that Putin has taken Russia back to the Soviet era. The regime’s
deposition of the West as an aspiration is comprehensive and likely long-term, but we
should nevertheless be wary of Soviet analogies.

For one thing, Putin’s efforts still face resistance from independent news outlets that
have adapted to the new environment by deploying digital tools and using
transnational platforms to continue to challenge official narratives about the war and,
more broadly, Russia’s break with the West.
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Some outlets, such as Meduza, publish extensive analysis and reporting about the war
on Telegram—a popular social-media platform that, so far, remains accessible in
Russia.

According to Alexey Kovalev, an investigative journalist and an editor at Meduza who
was forced to flee Russia for Latvia, Telegram has been instrumental in maintaining
and even expanding their readership.

The number of subscribers to the outlet’s Telegram channel has more than doubled
since the start of the war. Meduza and smaller media outlets such as Kholod have
also published detailed instructions to help readers keep up with their content,
including following the outlets on social media and installing a VPN to avoid
government censorship.

In contrast to the Soviet era, the expansion of the internet in contemporary Russia
makes the complete isolation and expulsion of critical, pro-Western views impossible.

While some independent Russian outlets have targeted Russian audiences from exile,
others have taken on more global missions. Novaya Gazeta, for instance, has
launched a European edition, Novaya Gazeta Europe.

According to its editor in chief, Kirill Martynov, the new publication will be
independent from the original Russia-based news outlet, but it will still focus on
covering Russia for domestic and international audiences.

Since its launch, the outlet has published a rare interview in English with the mother
of a Russian sailor who survived the sinking of the Moskva warship.

Ironically, then, Putin’s strategy to turn Russia away from the West has forced his
critics into greater integration with the West, partly as a survival mechanism.

Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Putin’s regime has discarded the notion of
showcasing “credentials” for the West by tolerating critical voices, but its effort to
vanquish Russian journalists’ motivation to hold Putin and his system accountable
has failed.

If anything, it has likely made their motivation stronger.

A dead son. A corpse in a nightgown. Ukraine investigates Russian atrocities
Carolyn Cole & Laura King - LA Times
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LA Times

The dead are so many. And they are everywhere.
A son found lying with his hands folded beneath his cheek, as if sleeping. People run
over by Russian armored vehicles, their mangled remains pulled from a mass grave.

A woman’s corpse covered only by a thin nightgown that offered no scrim of dignity.

In the brutal landscape of what were once placid and prosperous suburbs and
satellite towns near the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, investigators struggle daily to
document evidence of mass atrocities against the people who once lived here.

Because the dead, in their way, can speak.

Nadya Boyko waits as investigators inspect bodies found in a mass grave in
Borodyanka, Ukraine, on Wednesday. Among the dead was her son Constantine, who

was shot by Russians. (Carolyn Cole / Los Angeles Times)
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They work painstakingly, these caretakers and curators, these examiners and
searchers who are affording the most meticulous care to this scatter of carnage, for
the sake of the knowledge to bring the perpetrators to justice — perhaps.

And painstakingly, also, in the sense that they — along with the stunned mourners
they minister to, as best they can — are absorbing the horror of what transpired here,
along roadsides, in cellars, and in the mud of gardens and backyards.

The Russians have been gone for nearly as long as they occupied these small
Ukrainian communities, living among those whose lives they would take or change
forever.

Over the weeks, it became clearer that the Russian military advance would stall here,
that the invaders’ imagined swift and triumphal push into the capital would be
derailed in a tangle of logistical and other problems.

For that ignominious failure, and the backlash it ignited, civilians paid the price.
Hundreds died here, Ukrainian officials say, and an outraged world is demanding
war crimes investigations and eventual accountability.

That's for later. For now, a sorrowful procession arrives daily at the morgue in Bucha,
a town whose name has become a byword for hideous suffering coming to light weeks
after the fact.

The crowd is small and desolate, waiting for the bodies of loved ones to be formally
identified and released as the exactitude of forensic science folds into simple grief.

Body bags lie on gurneys outside the morgue in Bucha, Ukraine, on Tuesday.
Families wait outside for investigators to finish their work so that they can take their

loved ones home for burial. (Carolyn Cole / Los Angeles Times)

Out front, a dozen gurneys bore numbered plastic body bags. Some of the remains
had been exhumed days before from the mass grave at the church of St. George, a few
blocks away. More than 50 bodies were recovered there.
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Now, the ragged trench has been filled in with dirt. A bloodied comforter still lay on
the ground.

At the morgue, Zena Laboonska leaned over the body bag holding her 31-year-old
son, Sergey Sydorchuk, bearing a tag with the number 184. With both hands, she
touched the white plastic covering.

Nearby, a man named Sergey Bauepa was waiting to collect the remains of his son
Nicolai, dead at 37. Even after an interval of weeks, the father had the air of a person
trying to process something beyond his capacity to wonder.
“They killed him,” he said.

Up the road in the heavily damaged town of Borodyanka, black-clad Ukrainian police
investigators went about their bleak task: taking pictures and measurements of a
dug-up grave containing six bodies.

Zena Laboonska cries as she touches a body bag containing her son Sergey
Sydorchuk outside the morgue in Bucha, Ukraine. (Carolyn Cole / Los Angeles Times)

Alexander Salov, 39, already knew the fate of his 64-year-old father, Sergey: body
mainly intact, head crushed. He had stood in front of a Russian armored vehicle,
trying to stop it, witnesses said. It ran him over.

Another of the six bodies in the grave also had been run over by heavy vehicles, while
four other corpses, at least one of them a woman, bore the marks of gunshot wounds.

A few yards away, police tape marked off an area where three other bodies, two male
and one female, were uncovered by police investigators.

Nadya Boyko had buried her son there after he was shot and killed by Russian troops
on Feb. 28. Now, after the investigators finished their work, she would return him to
the earth a second time.



The body of a woman exhumed was covered only by a thin nightgown, suggestive of
other horrors. Along with cataloging the many signs of execution-style killings,
war-crimes investigators are documenting evidence of sexual atrocities committed by
the occupying forces.

Bodies exhumed from a mass grave lie on the ground as investigators work in the
town of Borodyanka, Ukraine. (Carolyn Cole / Los Angeles Times)

Near the town of Andriivka, about 50 miles north of Kyiv, Nadya Savran knew
something was wrong when her son Igor, a car mechanic, didn’t come home on
March 19. The Russians had occupied their village since Feb. 26, two days after the
invasion began.

She feared the worst. But even after the Russians retreated on March 30, the
66-year-old mother was told it was too dangerous to look for him. The area was laced
with mines.

Finally, as if in an eerie game of hide-and-seek, townspeople inspected two
underground bunkers the Russians had created by burying a car and truck.

Nearby, in a white building with wooden doors, she found her 46-year-old son’s body
lying on his side, shot twice in the chest.

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2022-04-02/zelenksy-warns-of-mines-in-wake-of-russian-retreat-in-northern-ukraine


Nadya Savran, 66, found the body of her son Igor in the town of Andriivka, shot twice
in the chest by the Russians. He is now buried beside his best friend in the town

cemetery. (Carolyn Cole/Los Angeles Times)

Recounting the moment, she mimed a posture of sleep — slumber, as that of a child.
Now there are a dozen freshly dug graves in the town's graveyard, newly cleared of
mines. Igor and his boyhood friend Vladimir Pozharnikov, who went missing at the
same time, are buried side by side.

Atop their graves are yellow flowers and pieces of candy. A butter cookie.

Savran and her son had talked about the Russian presence, but didn’t fully grasp how
war so quickly encroaches. When he was out of the house, she didn’t hide in the
basement; she stayed in the living room, with her cat for company.

She remembers something he said to her during those days, as if the very idea that
someone would attack him for no reason was unfathomable.
“Why,” he asked, “should I have to die?”

No answer came. Perhaps one never would.

White House earmarks $790 million to groups with ties to senior Biden officials
Andrew Kerr - Washington Examiner

Two foreign nonprofit groups with close ties to high-ranking Biden
administration officials are poised to receive a combined $790 million from the
president's fiscal year 2023 budget, raising conflict of interest concerns from a
watchdog group and a member of Congress.
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Patrick Semansky/AP President Joe Biden speaks about his infrastructure agenda at
the New Hampshire Port Authority in Portsmouth, N.H., Tuesday, April 19, 2022.

The White House announced on March 28 that it will commit $500 million from
President Joe Biden's budget to the Norway-based Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations to support affordable COVID-19 vaccine development.

Unmentioned in the announcement is that a key Health and Human Services official
in charge of coordinating the agency's COVID-19 response, Assistant Secretary for
Preparedness and Response Dawn O'Connell, served as CEPI's U.S. director just
before she joined the Biden administration.

As a CEPI director from 2017 through January 2021, O'Connell was responsible for
managing the group's relationship with government entities in the United States, the
White House said in a March 2021 press release.

Rep. Rodney Davis, an Illinois Republican, said he was alarmed to learn the Biden
administration intends to dole out $500 million to O'Connell's immediate former
employer.
"I was alarmed, but not surprised, to find out that the Biden Administration’s budget
request included a line item for a half billion dollars to line the pockets of their
cronies and foreign organizations in the name of 'vaccine development’ and
'pandemic preparedness,’” Davis told the Washington Examiner.

"Supply chains are in crisis, inflation is through the roof, and the public has largely
returned to normal life as it relates to the COVID-19 Pandemic, and the Biden
Administration’s only concern appears to be finding a way to give their friends and
former employers a ride on the COVID Gravy Train,” Davis added.

"Pandemic preparedness should be something the United States does a better job of
in the future, but we deserve to know why this Administration is directing hundreds of
millions of dollars on a non-competitive basis to organizations with such concerning
conflicts of interest.”

An HHS spokesperson said O'Connell is recused from matters involving CEPI
through Jan. 20, 2023.

"Dawn O’Connell is recused from particular matters involving specific parties in
which CEPI is or represents a party. That recusal obligation lasts for two years from
her date of appointment, which was January 20, 2021,” the spokesperson told
the Washington Examiner.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/28/fact-sheet-the-biden-administrations-historic-investment-in-pandemic-preparedness-and-biodefense-in-the-fy-2023-presidents-budget/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/tag/joe-biden
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/19/president-biden-announces-his-intent-to-nominate-assistant-secretary-for-preparedness-and-response-department-of-health-and-human-services/


However, the White House did not provide an answer when asked if O'Connell had
any involvement in the administration's decision to commit $500 million to her former
employer.
"Budget decisions undergo a robust, months-long inter-agency review process, and
are not made by any one individual” White House deputy press secretary Chris
Meagher told the Washington Examiner.

A second foreign nonprofit group that received a $290 million commitment from the
White House also shares close ties to a senior Biden administration official.

Natasha Bilimoria, the deputy assistant administrator at the Bureau for Global
Health at the U.S. Agency for International Development, worked as the U.S. director
of the Switzerland-based nonprofit group known as Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, before
she joined the Biden administration in 2021.

In that capacity, Bilimoria served as Gavi's senior-most executive and spokesperson
in the U.S., and she played a key role in securing a $4 billion congressional
appropriation for the group in December 2020 to help fund its COVID-19 vaccine
activities.

USAID granted Bilimoria an ethics waiver just weeks after she joined the Biden
administration that authorized her to participate in official COVID-19 matters
involving her former employer.
"Ms. Bilimoria must be able to participate in matters related to Gavi exclusively with
respect to the COVID-19 response in order to effectively advance the Agency's
oversite [sic],” Bilimoria's ethics waiver stated.

The White House said in an April 7 statement that it had committed $290 million from
Biden's budget to Gavi "to reach children with cost-effective vaccines to accelerate
progress towards preventing child deaths."
USAID did not return a request for comment.

Protect the Public's Trust, a federal watchdog group, said in a statement the
noncompetitive nature of the Biden administration's plans to earmark funds to CEPI
and Gavi deserve scrutiny by congressional and federal investigators.

"The Gavi/Bilimoria and CEPI/O’Connell fact patterns are the exact types of
scenarios that gave rise to four alarm fires in the previous administration," PPT
director Michael Chamberlain, a former Trump administration official, said in the
statement.
"But, in this case, they appear to have been met with mild applause by supporters and
crickets among good government groups that were once laser-focused on even the
most tangential threads that could create a potential conflict of interest. The
double-standard that exists is a major reason for the American public’s lack of trust
in its government."

Garcia: Trip to Poland was cause to reflect

https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/natasha-bilimoria
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2021.03.16_-_Bilimoria_Ethics_Pledge_Waiver.pdf
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The Signal Rep. Mike Garcia speaks during a meeting of the bipartisan congressional
delegation and Polish leaders. Courtesy photo.



Signal Rep. Mike Garcia and members of the congressional delegation share a
moment of levity with U.S. Army soldiers. Courtesy photo.

“The Ukrainians take great pride in their country,” Garcia told The Signal after his
trip overseas.
“They take great pride in their own success and taking care of themselves, and it was
just a powerful statement to see them flat-out reject the financial support and then say,
‘Hey, we’re going back. This is temporary.’”

Garcia’s trip was part of an effort, he said, to make sure that the funding the U.S. is
allocating — possibly up to $13 billion in arms to the Ukrainians — is being spent
properly and that anything that’s being done, especially on the humanitarian side, is
being done correctly.

While in Warsaw, Garcia met with the prime minister of Poland, the defense minister
of Poland, and the U.S. ambassador to Poland. He also visited with Ukrainian
officials, Ukrainian refugees and soldiers in the U.S. Army.

Garcia added that reflecting upon the nation’s late actions in Ukraine should also
make Americans consider the current dynamic between China and Taiwan.
“A couple of weeks ago, I sent a letter to the White House to President Biden,”
Garcia said.
“The letter basically said, ‘Look, you’ve got to hold China accountable just like
you’re holding Russia accountable right now. We took action too late against Putin.
We almost enabled him — we did enable him, in my opinion — by being so late in
these levers we pulled.’”

And so, Garcia is calling upon the president to start “pulling these levers” now to
avoid a possible shooting conflict or annexation from China against the Taiwanese.

Another takeaway from the trip for Garcia, he said, was thinking about how some
Americans have come to the conclusion that they should be more isolationist as a
result of the conflict in Ukraine.



“I’m certainly not advocating using U.S. troops in combat in some of these scenarios,”
Garcia said, “but we can’t act like the rest of the world’s problems are not also ours.
Because they do boil over.” As these problems get worse, he added, the tougher it’ll
be to eventually get involved.

Garcia’s trip came to an emotional peak for him when he visited an airfield in
Constanta, Romania, he said, where he voiced his appreciation to U.S. Army soldiers
about what they were doing to hold the line and essentially stop Putin in his tracks.
“This young U.S. Army soldier, without hesitating, says, ‘Well, if he doesn’t, sir, we’ll
be here to convince him to stop.’”

Garcia added that there were a lot of lessons learned from his trip, but that the
soldier’s sentiments really stood out. “It was one of those moments,” he said, “where
you’re proud to be an American.”

White House quits asking Saudis for more oil after verbal dust-up with top official:
report
Andrew Miller - Fox News

AP Newsroom

The United States has reportedly stopped asking Saudi Arabia to pump more oil to
combat market disruption from Russia’s war with Ukraine as the relationship
between the U.S. and the oil rich kingdom is said to have hit a new low.

President Biden’s national security adviser Jake Sullivan brought up the 2018 killing
of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi in a meeting with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman which angered the crown prince to the point where he told
Sullivan never to mention it again and to forget about Saudi Arabia increasing its oil
production, according to a Wall Street Journal report on Wednesday,



The report states that the Biden administration has since asked Saudi Arabia to
increase production as gas prices soar in the United States amid Russia’s war with
Ukraine and the conversations have gone nowhere.

A senior U.S. official told the Wall Street Journal that the White House has now
stopped asking for more oil production from Saudi Arabia and now asks only that the
country avoid actions that hurt U.S. interests in Ukraine.

The Saudis reportedly cut short a visit with a high-level Biden administration military
delegation last summer while also canceling a visit with Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin last fall and Secretary of State Antony Blinken last month.

Despite the perceived tension, a Saudi official at the country’s Washington embassy
told the Wall Street Journal the relationship between the two nations remains strong,
cordial, and respectful. The White House did not immediately respond to a request
for comment from Fox News.

Karl Rove, a former George W. Bush adviser, told Fox News on Tuesday that a recent
skit mocking Biden on Saudi television is a signal of the rift between the two countries
that has also been exacerbated by the Biden administration’s negotiations with Iran
on a nuclear deal.
"It's not because of personal relationships, it's because of the actions that we have
taken that they don't like,” Rove said.
"We've cut back the military assistance they think is vital. We've engaged in
negotiations with Iran, their archenemy, to restart the so-called nuclear deal.”

Rove continued, "I think the bigger issues are these three, and they feel like the new
administration in the last year-and-a-half has not been working with them, but is
working against the interests of their country.
And they don't understand why — they think of themselves as a strong ally and they
know that we want help from them on energy issues, and they can't understand why
we have on all these big issues: Yemen, Iran, nuclear deal and military assistance to
Saudi Arabia been less than forthcoming in this administration.”

https://www.foxnews.com/media/saudi-arabia-biden-harris-skit-speech-karl-rove-reacts


FOX News A sticker of President Joe Biden is placed on a gas pump at an Exxon
Station on March 9, 2022, in Lakewood, Colorado. RJ Sangosti/MediaNews

Group/The Denver Post via Getty Images

Following a brief dip, gas prices in the United States are projected to surge once
again, with the national average potentially reaching $4.20 a gallon, according to an
industry expert.

The White House has continued to blame Russian President Vladimir Putin for the
rise in prices, which started well before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine roughly 50 days
ago.
"I know that families are still struggling with higher prices. I grew up in a family
where if the price of gas went up, we felt it," Biden tweeted Wednesday.

"Let’s be absolutely clear about why prices are high right now: COVID and Vladimir
Putin.”

https://www.foxbusiness.com/category/oil
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/gas-prices-april-2022
https://twitter.com/POTUS/status/1516752535364812810?s=20&t=Kc38PDlEw-wScyV6lMgk0g

