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Coronavirus cases have risen in major cities. Hospitalizations have not.
David Leonhardt - New York Times

A coronavirus testing site in Brooklyn.Spencer Platt/Getty Images

‘Big screaming headlines’
A couple of weeks ago, the news was full of stories about high-profile people
contracting Covid-19. The list included Attorney General Merrick Garland,
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, other members of
Congress (like Joaquin Castro, Susan Collins, Adam Schiff and Raphael Warnock),
New York Mayor Eric Adams and several Broadway stars (like Sarah Jessica Parker,
Matthew Broderick and Daniel Craig).

Some of these infected celebrities were not exactly young. Collins and Garland are
both 69. Pelosi is 82.

So far, however, none of their cases appears to be severe. As David Weigel, a
Washington Post reporter, noted yesterday:
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These anecdotes are part of a trend. In several places where the number of cases has
risen in recent weeks, hospitalizations have stayed flat. (In past Covid waves, by
contrast, hospitalizations began rising about a week after cases did.)

Consider New York:

Charts show 7-day averages. | Source: New York Times database

Or Washington:

Charts show 7-day daily averages. | Source: New York Times database



Similar patterns are evident in Chicago and Seattle, as well.

How could this be? As is often the case with Covid, the answer is not completely clear.
But at least some of it reflects the changing nature of the pandemic, many experts
believe. The share of cases that turn into severe illnesses seems to be declining, for
three main reasons:

Vaccines and booster shots are effective and universally available to Americans who
are at least 12. (Covid continues to be overwhelmingly mild among children).
Treatments — like Evusheld for the immunocompromised and Paxlovid for vulnerable
people who get infected — are increasingly available.
Tens of millions of Americans have already been infected with the virus, providing
them with at least some immunity.

To be clear, these trends will not eliminate severe Covid. The number of nationwide
hospitalizations will probably rise in coming weeks, especially if cases continue to
rise. The official number of cases has already increased 43 percent in the past two
weeks, and hospitalizations have risen in a small number of states, like Vermont.
Nationally, though, hospitalizations have not yet risen, probably for the same three
reasons I listed above.

Charts show 7-day averages. | Source: New York Times database

Even if hospitalizations do rise in coming weeks, a declining share of coronavirus
cases that result in serious illness would be very good news, Dr. Craig Spencer,
director of global health in emergency medicine at Columbia University, has pointed
out.
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“I haven’t seen a Covid patient in the E.R. in weeks and go to work now expecting not
to,” Spencer told me, “despite a swirl of Covid in the community.”

Among other things, a decoupling of cases and severe illness would mean that
hospitals were less likely to become overwhelmed during future Covid surges. When
hospitals avoid getting swamped, they can provide care to every patient who needs it
— which becomes another factor that reduces bad health outcomes.

‘Misleading’
Going forward, this newsletter will begin to pay less attention to statistics on
coronavirus cases and more attention to statistics on hospitalizations. “Looking at the
data in the same way we’ve been accustomed over the past two years can be
misleading,” Spencer said.

We won’t completely ignore the case numbers, because they still have some relevance.
But the cases data has become both less reliable and less meaningful than earlier in
the pandemic.

It is less reliable because of the recent closure of many testing clinics and the shift
toward at-home testing. The data on Covid hospitalizations and deaths doesn’t suffer
from these problems and appears to be as accurate as it was earlier in the pandemic.

The cases data is less meaningful than it used to be because vaccines are universally
available to U.S. adults — and vaccines tend to turn Covid into an illness of similar
severity to a flu, including for the elderly and the immunocompromised. More recent
treatments like Paxlovid play a role, too.

One telling comparison: In the county that includes Seattle (which keeps detailed
data), the daily Covid death rate for boosted elderly people has recently hovered
around two per million. That’s higher than the national flu death rate during a mild
influenza season and somewhat lower than the rate during a heavy influenza season.

For boosted people (and children), the odds of severe Covid really do resemble the
odds of severe influenza. And you don’t tend to see news stories every time a member
of Congress or a Broadway star contracts the flu.

I understand why the country is still treating Covid as a much bigger deal. For one
thing, the large number of unvaccinated people means that Covid is still killing about
500 Americans a day. For another, Covid has dominated life for more than two years,
and we can’t simply flip a switch and return to our 2019 habits.

But nor would it be rational to treat the 2022 version of Covid as if it were identical
to the 2020 version. It isn’t. Vaccines, treatments and even natural immunity have
transformed the impact of the virus, especially for Americans who have chosen to
protect themselves.

Latest U.S. weapons assistance arrives in Ukraine
Eleanor Watson - CBS News
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The first shipments of the latest round of U.S. military assistance to Ukraine, which
includes heavier weapons systems, started arriving in the region over the weekend,
according to the Pentagon.

The recently approved $800 million in security assistance includes Howitzer artillery
systems, 40,000 artillery rounds, armored personnel vehicles and other weapons.

A senior U.S. defense official said Monday that four flights of shipments from the
assistance package arrived in the region over the weekend with a fifth expected in the
next 24 hours. The official did not detail which weapons from the recent package
landed in the region first.

Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby in a press briefing said the Defense Department
expects to start training Ukrainian trainers outside of Ukraine on how to use the
U.S.-provided Howitzers in the coming days. The Ukrainian trainers will then return
to Ukraine and train more troops.

CBS News FILE: Lightweight 155 mm Howitzer System / Credit: U.S. Army photo

According to Kirby, the training isn't expected to take long since the Ukrainians
already know how to use artillery systems and merely need to familiarize themselves
with the American systems. The Ukrainians use 152mm artillery systems, and the U.S.
is providing 155mm artillery systems.

The Russians have refocused on the Donbas region after failing to control Kyiv. The
Pentagon assesses they are now conducting "staging operations,” which involves
"setting the conditions for more aggressive, more overt and larger ground maneuvers”
in the east, according to Kirby.

The impending fight in the east is expected to rely more on armored vehicles and
artillery systems than in the north since the terrain in southeastern Ukraine is more
flat and wide open.

"The artillery is a specific item the Ukrainians asked for because of the specific
fighting they expect is going to occur in the Donbas,” Kirby said on Monday.



"And we know the Russians also believe the same thing because we see them moving
artillery units into the Donbas as well.”

The recently approved $800 million in assistance to Ukraine also includes
Switchblade drones, more Javelin anti-tank missiles, and armored personnel carriers.
Overall, the U.S. has provided $2.6 billion in security assistance to Ukraine since
Russia invaded at the end of February.

Google Maps Satellite Images Appear to Show Position of Russian Troops
Patricia McKnight - Newsweek

Getty Images

Google says it hasn't changed anything in regards to blurring out sensitive sites in
Russia, despite Ukraine's armed forces alleging the company "opened access” to
Moscow military facilities.

On Monday morning, the Armed Forces of Ukraine tweeted high-quality photos of
Russian command posts, while announcing the end of Google's alleged censorship of
Moscow's bases. Shortly afterward, Google denied having censored the photos to
begin with.

The images show planes, ships and apparent active military bases.
"Google Maps opened access to Russia's military and strategic facilities,” the
Ukrainian military tweeted.
"Now everyone can see a variety of Russian launchers, intercontinental ballistic
missile mines, command posts and secret landfills with a resolution of about 0.5
meters per pixel.”

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/google


In response, Google said it hadn't made any blurring changes, suggesting that the
photos were always available.

"We haven't made any blurring changes to our satellite imagery in Russia,” a Google
spokesperson told Newsweek.

Contrary to Google's statement, Russian media says the company has made the
photos "newly accessible,” according to The Moscow Times.

The Russian publication alleges that the newly available images include, "the Admiral
Kuznetsov aircraft carrier, a nuclear weapons store near Murmansk, submarines in
the Far East peninsula of Kamchatka, and a military airbase in the Western city of
Kursk.”

The Times claims Google's move to decensor Russian military bases comes amid
"strained relations” between the country and the U.S. tech giant.

Last month, a YouTube spokesperson told Newsweek, "We've recently paused all
Google and YouTube ads in Russia. As a follow-up, we're now extending this pause to
all our monetization features, including YouTube Premium, Channel Memberships,
Super Chat, and Merchandise, for viewers in Russia.”

Google has also stopped advertising content produced by Russian state media, saying
it didn't want people to take advantage of the war for financial gain.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/04/18/google-maps-removes-blurring-for-russias-military-sites-a77397


Though Google denies decensoring pictures of Russia's military bases, the
conglomerate does censor U.S. bases.

In 2008, the U.S. Department of Defense banned Google from capturing images of
military bases, citing security risks. The ban came after detailed images of Fort Sam
Houston in San Antonio, Texas, appeared on Google Maps, according to the Naval
Postgraduate School.
"It is against Google's policy for a driver to seek access to a military base. Our policy
is to stay on public roads, but a driver broke that policy,” said Larry Yu, Google
spokesman at the time.

A Google spokesperson declined to comment whether military base photo blurring is
only used for U.S. bases.

Newsweek reached out to the Russian Embassy for comment.

US officials heading to Solomons over China pact worries
Nick Perry (Associated Press) - AP

Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) — The U.S. is sending two top officials to the
Solomon Islands following a visit last week by an Australian senator over concerns
that China could establish a military presence in the South Pacific island nation.

The White House said Monday that later this week, Kurt Campbell, the National
Security Council Indo-Pacific coordinator, and Daniel Kritenbrink, the assistant
secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific affairs, will lead a delegation of U.S.
government officials to the Solomon Islands, and will also visit Fiji and Papua New
Guinea.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/u.s.-military
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Associated Press FILE - Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, left, and Solomon Islands
Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare review an honor guard during a welcome
ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2019.

The U.S. on Monday, April 18, 2022, announced it is sending two top officials to the
Solomon Islands following a visit last week by an Australian senator over concerns
that China could establish a military presence in the South Pacific island nation.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin on Tuesday said
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his Solomon Islands counterpart, Jeremiah Manele,
officially signed a security agreement “the other day.” No specific date was given.

A draft of the pact, which was leaked online, said Chinese warships could stop in the
Solomon Islands and China could send police and armed forces there “to assist in
maintaining social order.”

Wang told reporters at a daily briefing that the agreement covers “maintaining social
order,” along with protecting lives and property, providing humanitarian assistance
and responding to natural disasters.

“We are committed to helping the Solomon Islands to strengthen its capacity building
to maintain national security,” Wang said. He said the agreement does not seek to
supersede the South Pacific nation's security ties with other nations.

The Solomon Islands has sought to downplay the significance of the agreement and
says it won't lead to China establishing a military base there, but many neighboring
countries and Western nations remain worried.

U.S. State Department spokesman Ned Price said the agreement could destabilize the
Solomon Islands and would set a concerning precedent for the wider Pacific region.
“Despite the Solomon Islands government’s comments, the broad nature of the
security agreement leaves open the door for the deployment of P.R.C. (People’s
Republic of China) military forces to the Solomon Islands,” Price said.



The U.S. trip comes after a visit to the Solomon Islands last week by Australian Sen.
Zed Seselja, the minister for international development and the Pacific. The
Australian government said it was “deeply disappointed” by the Chinese
announcement that the deal was signed.

“We are concerned about the lack of transparency with which this agreement has
been developed, noting its potential to undermine stability in our region,” Seselja and
Australian Foreign Minister Marise Payne said in a joint statement.
“We continue to seek further clarity on the terms of the agreement, and its
consequences for the Pacific region,” the statement added.

Last week, Seselja said he met with Solomon Islands Prime Minister Manasseh
Sogavare and asked him to abandon the Chinese agreement.
“We have asked Solomon Islands respectfully to consider not signing the agreement
and to consult the Pacific family in the spirit of regional openness and transparency,
consistent with our region’s security frameworks,” Seselja said.

The Solomon Islands portrayed the meeting in a more positive light, saying Sogavare
and Seselja held productive discussions regarding the security concerns of the
Solomon Islands and the wider Pacific region.

Last week, U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman spoke with Solomon
Islands Foreign Minister Jeremiah Manele about Washington’s plan to reopen an
embassy in the capital, Honiara.

The announcement of the reopening of the embassy, which has been closed since 1993,
came in February before the security pact came to light, but amid already growing
concerns about Chinese influence in the strategically important country.

Russia's special-operations forces are under fire in Ukraine
Stavros Atlamazoglou (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images Russian Spetsnaz troops march through Red Square in
a Victory Day military parade, May 9, 2021. Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images.
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Amid its struggles in Ukraine, Russia's military has relied heavily on its most highly
trained troops. The fighting has taken a outsize toll on those troops, including
Russia's famed Spetsnaz special operators. Moscow may rely on those operators even
more as it renews its campaign with a focus on eastern Ukraine.

US and NATO countries are dispatching planes filled with military equipment for
Ukraine – here are some of the weapons sent to hold back Russian tanks and aircraft
The US and other NATO countries have sent thousands of weapons to Ukraine in
recent weeks.

The shipments include anti-armor and anti-aircraft missiles which could be used
against Russian tanks and helicopters .

The weapons are being used by Ukrainian fighters to push back Russian forces.
As fighting in Ukraine enters its third week, reports this week revealed heavily-laden
military cargo jets are pouring into an airfield across the border, stacked with
weapons and military equipment to help Ukraine's forces hold back the advance of
Russian troops.

Throughout the buildup to Russia's invasion of Ukraine, NATO countries, including
the US, insisted they would not send troops to the region amid concern that the
presence of their personnel on the ground would lead to a dangerous escalation of the
conflict.

That stance has continued since Moscow ordered its troops into Ukraine on the
morning of February 24. Instead, NATO nations and other countries are supplying
Ukraine's defence forces - vastly outgunned and outnumbered by Russia's military -
with weapons and equipment that Kyiv hopes will be able to help staunch Russia's
advance.

Around 17,000 anti-armor weapons have been sent to Ukraine in the last number of
weeks and are being pressed into use against Russian tanks and other hardware.

As of March 8, Ukrainian fighters had destroyed over 1,000 armored personnel
carriers, 303 tanks, 120 artillery systems and 80 helicopters, The Kyiv Independent
claimed.

With heavy transport aircraft continuing to deliver consignments of equipment critical
for Ukraine's defense, we take a look at some of the weapons being sent to Ukraine as
it tries to hold back Russia's advances.

Russian forces have struggled in Ukraine, failing to achieve any of their primary
objectives after two months of fighting.

Moscow has reduced its ambitions, focusing on eastern Ukraine. It appears to
be renewing its offensive, but its performance has already affected assessments of its
military prowess, calling into question its status as a "near peer” force.
Among the Russian units affected are the famed Spetsnaz. During and after the Cold
War, these special operators achieved legendary status in the West. Recent successes
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in Crimea and Syria seemed to add to their credentials. Alongside the rest of the
Russian military, however, their reputation is being tarnished in Ukraine.

The city of Irpin, only miles from Kyiv, was a base Russian special-operations forces
until Ukrainian forces ousted the Russians in late March. The brutal fight for the port
city of Mariupol — the kind of strategic target where Moscow has concentrated its
most capable forces — appears to have taken an outsize toll on Russia's special
operators.

Spetsnaz: Russia's special operators

Russian Ministry of Defense/Mil.ru Troops with the Russian military's 14th Separate
Special Purpose Brigade during an exercise, February 15, 2017.

Moscow established the Spetsnaz, its first special-operations unit, in the 1950s to
conduct strategic missions. Spetsnaz initially had a strategic role, but now every
special-operations unit in the Russian military, law enforcement, and emergency and
security services are called Spetsnaz.

In general, military Spetsnaz units are a light infantry airborne force that can act as
shock troops. A few elite Spetsnaz units, such as Alpha and Vympel Groups, have
strategic missions, such as counter-terrorism, counter-proliferation, and the security
of nuclear installations.

There has been limited reporting on what Russian special-operations units have done
in Ukraine or how they've performed, but their missions there may include special
reconnaissance, direct-action operations, and unconventional warfare.

One of the few advantages that Russia's military has leveraged against Ukraine is its
long-range weapons. Russia has launched more than 1,500 ballistic and cruise
missiles at Ukrainian targets.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/29/world/ukraine-russia-kyiv-irpin.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/a-dozen-elite-russian-soldiers-have-been-killed-by-ukrainians-in-fight-for-mariupol-2mw3rnnxj


Konstantin Morozov/Russian Ministry of Defense/Mil.ru Troops of the Russian
military's 2nd Separate Special Purpose Brigade, a Spetsnaz GRU brigade, during an

exercise.

Russian special operators could infiltrate close to those targets and use specialized
equipment to help guide the munition. Moscow's utter disregard for collateral damage
means it may not be using such targeting assistance, but that skill set could still be
used if the Kremlin wants to take out the Ukrainian leadership with a strategic strike.

How Russian forces are attempting to advance in eastern Ukraine
Russian special-operations forces might also be conducting direct-action operations,
such as raids and ambushes, in pursuit of tactical-level goals, such as capturing a city
block.

Generally, it would be folly to use special operators for conventional operations, as
their potential casualties would squander the time and expense used to train them to a
high level, but the lack of progress may prompt Russian commanders to do so,
especially in urban settings where the close-quarters-combat training of Russian
commandos might make the difference between winning and losing.

Russia may also use its special-operations forces for unconventional warfare and
asymmetric operations. Russian forces have been supporting separatist forces in
eastern Ukraine for years, and that effort may expand as Moscow redirects its
military campaign toward that region.

Russian special operators may also target Ukrainian strategic targets, such as
airfields or fuel and arms depots. There have already been reports of Russian naval
commandos attacking a Ukrainian military intelligence ship.

Learning from the enemy

https://twitter.com/CovertShores/status/1508172701063696385


Russian Ministry of Defense/Mil.ru Members of the Russian military's 22nd Separate
Guards Special Purpose Brigade during an exercise, November 24, 2017.

When it comes to special-operations forces, the Russian military has had ample
opportunity to learn from the US.

For the past 20 years, US special operators have been at the tip of the spear. Their
ability to conduct high-reward missions with less military or political risk than larger
conventional units has made them a go-to option for American policymakers.

Russia's military began a major reorganization in 2008, part of which was the
formation of a dedicated special-operations command organization.

Created in 2009, the Russian Special Operations Forces Command is a
strategic-level special-operations organization tasked with the hardest, most
important missions.
"The Russians aren't stupid. They would have seen how successful we've been
employing SOF [special-operations forces] downrange during the GWOT [Global
War on Terror] and have taken their notes.
That's what we would do," a retired Delta Force operator told Insider.

What Russian forces have learned in terms of military doctrine isn't apparent, but
open-source information showed "how our operations have influenced their
equipment and training,” said the retired operator, speaking anonymously because
they still work with their unit.

https://www.businessinsider.com/fighting-war-on-terror-took-heavy-toll-special-operators-say-2021-10
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https://jamestown.org/program/putins-secret-force-multiplier-special-operations-forces/


Russian Ministry of Defense/Mil.ru Troops of the Russian military's 22nd Separate
Guards Special Purpose Brigade during an exercise, November 24, 2017.

"It's funny because sometimes it's hard to distinguish between an American and
Russian operator because they tend to both wear MultiCam [camouflage], high-cut
helmets, and carry similar assault loadouts. It's only from the weapons that you can
really tell the difference,” the former operator added.

Moscow drew on the creation of the US's Joint Special Operations Command, which
is a component of US Special Operations Command, as a model for its new command.

Although smaller than Russia's new command, JSOC contains the US military's
special missions units, the most elite special-operations organizations that comprise
the US national mission strike force.

Moscow wanted to replicate the effectiveness of the JSOC, bringing together its top
special-operations units to facilitate better command and control. Even Spetsnaz units
from the GRU, Russia's military intelligence agency, were transferred to the new
organization, though they were reassigned to the GRU in 2013.

"People in SOF tend to be cut from the same cloth. The training, mission sets, and
funding might be different — and in some cases worlds apart — but the people at the
highest levels tend to be very similar,” the retired operator said.

UN to debate move to limit veto power of Security Council permanent members
AFP
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Stephane LEMOUTON

Liechtenstein is to convene the UN General Assembly on Tuesday to debate a draft
resolution -- backed by Washington -- requiring the five permanent members of the
Security Council to justify their use of the veto.

An old idea aimed at making Security Council permanent members cut back use of
their veto powers, it has been revived by Russia's recent invasion of Ukraine.

Moscow's veto power has allowed it to paralyze action in the Security Council, which
is supposed to intervene in such conflicts as guarantor of global peace, as defined by
the Charter of the United Nations.

The Liechtenstein proposal, co-sponsored by some 50 countries including the United
States but, significantly, none of the other four permanent members of the Security
Council -- Russia, China, France and Britain -- should be the subject of an upcoming
vote, according to diplomats.

The Security Council also has 10 non-permanent members, who do not have the right
of veto.

The proposal text, obtained by AFP, provides for a convocation of the 193 members
of the General Assembly "within 10 working days of the casting of a veto by one or
more permanent members of the Security Council, to hold a debate on the situation as
to which the veto was cast.”

- 295 veto's since 1946 -
Among the co-sponsors who have committed to voting for the text are Ukraine, Japan
and Germany, the latter two hoping for seats as permanent members in a possibly
enlarged Security Council in view of their global political and economic influence.

The positions of India, Brazil or South Africa, and other contenders for a potential
permanent seat have not yet been revealed.

Even if it does not sponsor the text, France will vote in favor, according to one
diplomat.



How Britain, China and Russia, whose backing would be critical to such a
controversial initiative, will vote is not clear.

Since the first veto ever used -- by the Soviet Union in 1946 -- Moscow has deployed it
143 times, far ahead of the United States (86 times), Britain (30 times) or China and
France (18 times each).
"We are particularly concerned by Russia's shameful pattern of abusing its veto
privilege over the past two decades,” said the US ambassador to the UN, Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, in a statement.

The adoption of the Liechtenstein resolution "will be a significant step toward the
accountability, transparency, and responsibility of all” the permanent members of the
Security Council, she added.

France, which last used the veto in 1989, proposed in 2013 that the permanent
members collectively and voluntarily limit their use of the veto in the event of a mass
atrocity.

Co-sponsored by Mexico and supported by 100 countries, the proposal has so far
stalled.

Families of crew aboard Russia's sunken warship Moskva have begun questioning
the official line that it was fully evacuated
Sinéad Baker (sbaker@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP Russian missile cruiser Moskva on
patrol in the Mediterranean Sea in December 2015.

Moskva, Russia's Black Sea flagship, sank Thursday after a suspected Ukrainian
missile strike.
Families of some crew members are now questioning Russia's claim it fully evacuated
the ship.
A mother of one crew member told The Guardian she was informed Monday that her
son had died.



Relatives of crew members aboard the sunken Russian warship Moskva say they
haven't been able to locate their loved ones in the days since it went down.

The Moskva, a missile cruiser that was the flagship of Russia's Black Sea fleet, sank
on Thursday. Russian state media blamed an on-board explosion but Ukraine said it
struck the ship with missiles, something the Pentagon later confirmed.

The Moskva is thought to have had around 500 crew on board. Russia said the ship
was completely evacuated but the families of some crew members have begun
questioning that claim.

Yulia Tsyvova, whose son Andrei was on board, told The Guardian she didn't receive
an update about his whereabouts until Monday, when she received a call from
Russia's defence ministry to say he was dead.
"He was only 19, he was a conscript,” Tsyvova said. "They didn't tell me anything
else, no information on when the funeral would be.”
She added: "I am sure he isn't the only one who died.”

Dmitry Shkrebets told The Guardian about his son Yegor, a cook on the Moskva, who
was said to be listed as missing in action.
"A conscript who isn't supposed to see active fighting is among those missing in
action,” Shkrebets said.
"Guys, how can you be missing in action in the middle of the high seas?”

Shkrebets said other families had contacted him to say their sons were missing after
the Moskva sank.
Irina Shkrebets, mother of Yegor, said she went to a hospital to look for her son and
discovered about 200 burnt bodies.
She told independent Russian news outlet The Insider: "We looked at every burnt kid.
I can't tell you how hard it was, but I couldn't find mine.”
She added: "There were only 200 people, and there were more than 500 onboard the
cruiser. Where were the others?”

Russia has been accused of covering up the scale of its military deaths since it
invaded Ukraine on February 24. Reports suggest Russia has transported thousands
of dead soldiers to Belarus from Ukraine, and Ukrainian officials have said there are
thousands of unclaimed Russian corpses in its morgues.

Some families of Moskva crew members have learned that their loved ones are alive –
not by seeing them in person, but from video shared by the Russian military, The
Guardian reported.

Some parents were afraid of reprisals from Russia if they were seen to be questioning
what happened to their sons, the newspaper said.

Ukraine has used facial recognition tech to notify Russian families of dead soldiers:
report
Lexi Lonas - WHTM Harrisburg
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WHTM Harrisburg

(The Hill) – Ukraine is using facial recognition technology from U.S. company
Clearview AI to identify dead Russian soldiers and send the images to their families in
an effort to turn sentiment against the war, according to The Washington Post.

The technology has been used to notify families of 582 Russian soldiers who were
killed in the fighting in Ukraine, according to the country's IT Army, the Post
reported.

In total, the technology has been used 8,679 times in Ukraine, according to a
statement from Clearview AI Chief Executive Hoan Ton-That given to The Hill.

Reuters first reported last month the use of the technology in Ukraine, with Ton-That
telling the outlet the same technology would not be offered to the Russian forces.

The letter the company sent last month to Ukraine said the technology could be used
to identify infiltrators, identify those who have died, reunite families, and combat
misinformation.

Ukraine has said the technology will be effective in letting Russian civilians know
what is really happening in the invasion and inspire resistance in Moscow, but others
have called the strategy cruel and said it could potentially make Russians angrier at
Ukraine.

Ton-That told the Post five Ukrainian agencies are able to use the technology, without
cost to them, during the war.

Among the agencies, 343 official accounts are active with the company and have
access to the facial recognition features, according to a statement from Ton-That.

The officials have learned to use the technology in weekly meetings with Clearview AI
employees, according to the Post.
"They're so enthusiastic,” Ton-That told the paper.

https://thehill.com/policy/international/3269911-ukraine-has-used-facial-recognition-tech-to-notify-hundreds-of-russian-families-of-dead-soldiers-report/
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"Their energy is really high. They say they're going to win, every call.”

The Post noted Clearview AI has been facing controversy for its methods of collecting
data and over fears that facial recognition could misidentify individuals, leading to
families falsely being told their loved ones had died.

Ton-That said in a statement to The Hill the technology can correctly identify a face
out of 12 million pictures with 99.85% accuracy that "will prevent mis-identifications
from happening in the field.”
"War zones can be dangerous when there is no way to tell apart enemy combatants
from civilians. Facial recognition technology can help reduce uncertainty and
increase safety in these situations,” he said.
"We are ensuring each person with access to the tool is trained on how to use it safely
and responsibly.”

U. S. officials estimate thousands of Russian soldiers have died in the almost two
months since Russia invaded.
V.
Ukraine has been working to keep its international support high and inspire
resistance in Russia, where many are deprived of information about the ongoing
conflict.

Moscow is purposefully hiding casualty numbers and photos from the conflict. The
government also continues to tell its citizens the war is a "special military operation”
aimed at "de-Nazifying” Ukraine.

EU Seeks to Give June Preliminary Opinion on Ukraine’s Candidacy to Join the
Bloc
Alberto Nardelli & John Follain - Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- The European Union’s executive arm is seeking to provide in June its
opinion on Ukraine’s bid to become a candidate to join the bloc, paving the way for a
possible decision by leaders that same month, according to people familiar with the
matter.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen delivered a membership
questionnaire to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy when she visited Kyiv
earlier this month.

Ukraine provided its first round of answers the following week and is already working
on the next set of questions, the country’s deputy prime minister for European
integration said on Monday.

The move could complicate efforts to reach a diplomatic solution since Russia has
frequently cited Kyiv’s decision to forge closer ties with the EU and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization as one rationale for its invasion of Ukraine.



Membership in the EU includes an obligation to assist fellow member states that are
victims of armed aggression.

Ukraine has previously said it’s open to discussing Russia’s demand of not joining
NATO and neutrality as long as it’s given security guarantees.

The commission was going through the paperwork with a view to provide its
assessment ahead of a leaders’ meeting on June 23-24, when they could discuss
granting Ukraine candidate status, said the people, who asked not to be identified
because the process is private.

It normally takes the commission between 15 and 18 months to provide an opinion on
candidacy status, according to an EU official.

That status, if granted, would formally begin the membership procedure, a process
that includes an arduous set of steps and conditions that can normally last more than
a decade.

Croatia was the last country to join the bloc and its application process lasted 10
years before it was formally accepted in 2013.
“We will be working diligently to produce our opinion but we aren’t going to be
offering a specific time line,” Commission Spokesman Eric Mamer told reporters on
Tuesday.
“We will do so as diligently and quickly as we can.”

A number of member states, including the Netherlands, had previously resisted
providing Ukraine with an accelerated timetable and backing for their membership
bid, but many others have pushed for granting Kyiv the status of candidate as quickly
as possible given the extraordinary circumstances. Von der Leyen has repeatedly said
that Ukraine belongs in the European family.

The European Parliament has been a vocal supporter of Ukraine’s accession bid.
“Ukrainians are now expecting a clear signal: A yes to candidate status, and to do so
immediately,” Manfred Weber, the leader of the EPP political group, said to
Germany’s Funke media group on Tuesday.
“The EU must not engage now in formal procedural debates, it must send a political
signal.”

German bosses, unions jointly oppose boycott of Russian gas
Associated Press (AP)
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Associated Press

BERLIN (AP) — Germany's employers and unions have joined together in opposing
an immediate European Union ban on natural gas imports from Russia over its
invasion of Ukraine, saying such a move would lead to factory shutdowns and the loss
of jobs in the bloc's largest economy.

“A rapid gas embargo would lead to loss of production, shutdowns, a further
de-industrialization and the long-term loss of work positions in Germany,” said
Rainer Dulger, chairman of the BDA employer's group, and Reiner Hoffmann,
chairman of the DGB trade union confederation, in a joint statement Monday on
Germany's dpa news agency.

They argued that EU sanctions need to be targeted to put pressure on Russia while
minimizing damages to the countries imposing the sanctions, saying “in the current
discussion, we don’t see that.”

The statement comes as European leaders are discussing possible new energy
sanctions against Russian oil, following a decision April 7 to ban Russian coal
imports beginning in August.

Ukraine's leaders say revenues from Russia's energy exports are financing Moscow's
destructive war on Ukraine and must be ended.

That won't be easy to do. The EU's 27 nations get around 40% of their natural gas
from Russia and around 25% of their oil. Natural gas would be the most difficult do
without, energy analysts say, since most of it comes by pipeline from Russia and
supplies of liquefied gas, which can be ordered by ship, are limited amid strong
demand worldwide.

Germany, a major manufacturing hub and an importer of Russian gas, has so far
resisted an immediate shut-off and said it plans to instead phase out Russian oil by
the end of the year and most Russian gas imports by mid-2024.

https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-lviv-missile-strikes-536b8f0bb48ae21a6ee30991a5535ea3
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The EU's executive commission has outlined steps to cut the consumption of Russian
gas by two-thirds by year's end through using more pipeline gas from Norway and
Azerbaijan, importing more liquified gas, accelerating the deployment of wind and
solar projects and intensifying conservation efforts.

German Vice-Chancellor Robert Habeck said in an interview with the Funke media
group that “an immediate gas embargo would endanger social peace in Germany.”

Despite widespread economic sanctions against Russian banks and individuals, the
EU continues to send around $850 million per day to Russia for oil and gas, even as
EU governments condemn the war in Ukraine. Gas-intensive companies include
producers of glass, metals, ceramics and chemicals.

Industry officials say in many cases natural gas would be impossible to replace in the
short run, and associations representing food processing, metal galvanizing and glass
companies as well as the head of the chemical industry union have also opposed a
sudden shutoff of Russian gas imports.

Energy analysts say a complete Russian gas cutoff could cause a recession and put
some EU governments in the position of having to ration gas. The government would
decide which businesses are less essential and those would have their supply shut off
or reduced to spare households and hospitals, who are protected by EU law. In any
case, such a shutoff would send already high gas prices even higher.

Analysts say Russian crude oil would be easier to replace than gas for the EU but that
a boycott would still lead to higher energy prices, hurting consumers who are already
facing a record EU inflation of 7.5%.

Pentagon official resigns, sounds alarm about US losing technological edge
Bailee Hill - Fox News

AP Photo/Alex Brandon



Atop Pentagon official is stepping down, warning Tuesday the United States is falling
behind and could lose its technological edge to adversaries like China.
progress at scale now, not tomorrow. And the chief architect for the Tech concerns
lead to resignation of top Pentagon official Preston Dunlap, the chief architect for
the Space Force, argued the military used to excel in areas like artificial intelligence
on "Fox & Friends First,” but the commercial sector is now surpassing the defense
community.
He said this is ultimately providing an opportunity to U.S. adversaries.
"These are accessible to anyone with resources and academics and capabilities, and
so our adversaries or potential adversaries are able to have access to that technology,
not only inside their own economies, but because of the benefit of our free and open
society, which is a great thing," Dunlap told co-host Todd Piro.

"They also have access to a lot of our capabilities as well from our companies, and so
what I want us to be able to do is to make sure that we don't just compete globally on
that technological scale, but we can actually adapt and adopt the technologies of our
own companies and commercial ecosystem, which we have the opportunity to do right
here at home," he continued.

Dunlap cited the Russian invasion of Ukraine as an example of how pertinent it is for
the American military to have access to the most modern technology possible.
"It's very easy to roll into complacency without a very clear and present concern or
threat,” Dunlap said.

"We certainly see that playing out in the dangers of complacency with Russia's
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, we certainly don't want to be put in any situation
where our troops do not have access to the most modern capable technology,
weapons systems, data or artificial intelligence to be able to ensure that we can deter
conflict that, if necessary, defeat.”

EU awaits French election outcome with trepidation
BBC News

Getty Images
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European Union officials return to work on Tuesday after basking in a balmy bank
holiday. But, just over the border, the EU's future is being fought over in the French
presidential election.

Far-right candidate, Marine Le Pen, insists she has no secret "Frexit" agenda.
But opponents claim her policies would put France's place in the EU at risk.
Supporters argue that Brussels has failed to learn the lessons from Brexit.

Voters will choose on Sunday between Ms Le Pen and incumbent Emmanuel Macron,
who leads centrist movement La République En Marche (Republic on the move).

Le Pen, the head of Rassemblement National (National Rally), has notably toned
down her approach to the EU at this election.

In 2017, her manifesto promised a referendum on EU membership, following six
months of talks to try to radically reform the bloc. But read through this year's
document, "22 measures for France”, and the EU doesn't even get a direct mention.

Gone, too, is talk of pulling France out of the single currency, the euro.
French government minister and En Marche member Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne believes
her softer stance is down to her desire to "conquer the presidency”.
"But she's questioning some fundamentals of the EU,” he says.

What's undisputed is that a Le Pen win would send shock waves through Brussels.
Unlike the UK, France was a founding member of what eventually became the
European Union and is now its second largest financial backer.

Marine Le Pen wants to slash France's contributions to the EU, tighten border
controls and hold a referendum on stopping "uncontrolled” immigration.

EPA Emmanuel Macron says the election run-off is a referendum on Europe
That would include prioritizing French people's access to welfare, social housing and

jobs.

https://mlafrance.fr/pdfs/22-mesures-pour-2022.pdf


Such policies appear to be in direct contradiction with free movement and the
primacy of EU law.

It's the quest for an "à la carte” membership, says Jonathan Eyal, Associate Director
at the Royal United Services Institute (Rusi) think tank.

Her plans could lead, he says, to EU "paralysis” if other member states, like Poland
and Hungary, join forces with France in trying to curb the powers of the European
Commission.

It's an idea that would look more like "a gaggle of nations states rather than a unified
concept”.

New life for EU or perpetual revolution?
But a looser alliance of nations or "opt-in, opt-out” system would, says one Le Pen
supporter, breathe "new life” into the EU.

National Rally councillor Patricia Chagnon from Abbeville says Le Pen wants to
"unshackle” member states from a "big bureaucratic machine”.

And, she argues, it's those who "don't agree with reforming the EU” who characterize
Le Pen's policies as Frexit by the back door.
"Marine Le Pen is in favour of respecting the sovereignty and the independence of
each member state” while realizing the importance of "close co-operation”, she says.

Emmanuel Macron has described Sunday's vote as a "referendum on Europe”. A
Marine Le Pen win would indeed be an "earthquake” for the EU, says Sylvie
Kauffmann, editorial director of French daily Le Monde.

However, she points to Mr Macron's persistent lead in the polls and the fact that,
were Marine Le Pen to defy the current odds, she'd also have the challenge of pulling
off a majority in June's parliamentary elections.

BBC French election: A really simple guide



Even so, Jonathan Eyal says a Le Pen presidency could prove highly disruptive for
the West.
She would "be in a state of perpetual revolution” with both the EU and the Western
military alliance, NATO, he says. A former member of the European Parliament,
Marine Le Pen is no stranger to clashes with Brussels.

On Monday, she hit back at reports that the EU's anti-corruption body Olaf has
accused her and senior colleagues of embezzling more than €600,000 (£500,000)
while serving as MEPs.

She described it as "low blows from the European Union, just a few days from the
second round… I absolutely deny these allegations, which I wasn't even aware of”.

All eyes in Brussels now turn their eyes to Wednesday's crucial live TV debate
between the two rivals, ahead of Sunday's vote.

MSNBC Analyst Malcolm Nance Joins the Fight in Ukraine
William Vaillancourt - The Daily Beast

MSNBC foreign policy analyst Malcolm Nance revealed Monday that he is on the
ground in Ukraine fighting the invading Russian forces.

The Daily Beast MSNBC Analyst Malcolm Nance Joins the Fight in Ukraine

Nance, a retired Naval intelligence officer, told Joy Reid on The ReidOut that he had
joined the country’s international legion about a month ago.

“The more I saw of the war going on, the more I thought, ‘I’m done talking, all right?
It’s time to take action here,’” said Nance, armed and dressed in military attire.
“I am here to help this country fight … what essentially is a war of extermination.
This is an existential war and Russia has brought it to these people and they are mass
murdering civilians, and there are people here like me who are here to do something
about it.”



Nance, the executive director of a think tank called the Terror Asymmetric Project,
was asked if the fact that he is a foreigner “poses any special danger” to others there
like himself.
“No, it doesn’t, because the war that’s being waged here is being waged against
everybody,” Nance replied.
“[The Russians] are not going around hunting for American flag patches or to see
who’s Black, who’s Asian, who’s Latino.”

At one point in the interview, Nance made a direct appeal to President Biden for
“heavy weapons.”
“Russia has one advantage on the battlefield and that is long range artillery,” Nance
said.

“Let me say something to the president of the United States: give [Ukraine] counter
battery long range artillery – multiple rocket launch systems…to out-range the
artillery. If you do that, you stop the attacks on civilians because that’s what they’re
doing with the artillery.”

Russia's ambassador to the US says no one will speak to him
Natalie Musumeci (nmusumeci@insider.com) - Business Insider

Hans Punz (Associated Press) Anatoly Antonov.

Russia's ambassador to the US Anatoly Antonov says he has been iced out by officials
in Washington amid Moscow's unprovoked invasion of Ukraine — and that he has not
spoken to Russian President Vladimir Putin in years.
"Frankly, we are in a blockade," Antonov, 66, told Politico of himself and his
emptying embassy in an exclusive interview published on Monday.

According to Politico, the Russian envoy cannot get meetings with senior officials at
the White House or the US State Department.

https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-attacks-ukraine-launching-new-war-in-europe-2022-2
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/04/18/anatoly-antonov-russia-ambassador-00025744


US lawmakers have also refused to meet with Antonov since the election of President
Joe Biden and they won't even take a picture with him, according to the news outlet.

Antonov told Politico that diplomatic relations have not been totally cut, however,
and that the Russian embassy still has "technical,” or lower-level, contacts with the
Biden administration.

The disconnect cannot go on forever, Antonov told Politico during the interview,
which was conducted last week in the Ukrainian Room of the Russian embassy in
Washington DC.
"We are doomed to cooperate on various issues,” Antonov said.
"It's impossible to imagine even under such circumstances that problems of strategic
stability, climate change, coronavirus, fighting against terrorism, fighting against the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction could be solved without active
engagement of the United States and Russia.”

The White House and the US State Department did not immediately respond to
requests for comment by Insider on Monday.
A State Department spokesperson told Politico: "The Bureau of European and
Eurasian Affairs maintains diplomatic communications with the Russian Embassy in
DC. It's a difficult relationship, but the lines of communication remain open.”

Meanwhile, Antonov told Politico that not even Putin talks to him.
The two have not had a conversation since before Antonov left for his post in
Washington in 2017, Antonov told Politico.

And they've had no communications since Putin launched his war against Ukraine on
February 24.

However, Antonov insisted that he still has a direct line of contact with the Kremlin.
"I have had enough conversations with senior officials in the Kremlin, in various
agencies,” Antonov told Politico, adding, "We have a different system.”

When asked by Politico whether he has had a phone conversation with Putin since
becoming ambassador, Antonov responded, "To give an opportunity to FBI to listen
to everything what Mr. Putin could say [to] me?”

'He would see tanks in his dreams'
BBC News



BBC

Evhen Ryabukon patted the coffin gently, and appeared to be having a final
conversation with his son. He broke down, over and over again, before he could
finish.

His wife Inna, steeling herself, adjusted the framed photo of a smiling, young boy
placed on the coffin - a mother's last act of care.
The boy was Elisei Ryabukon. He would have been 14 in May.

Just over a month after he was killed in firing by Russian soldiers, his family, friends,
neighbors and classmates gathered at a church in the city of Brovary in the east of
Kyiv, to say goodbye to this much loved child from Peremoha village.

A community that had been scattered by war, came together in grief. Elisei was
remembered as honest, humble and helpful, a boy who didn't like to fight and who
refused to play aggressive sport.

Inna, Elisei and her younger son were stuck in Peremoha when the fighting started.
"On 11 March, the Russians gave us permission to leave. They even waved us
goodbye and wished us luck. Then when we were crossing a field, they started firing
at us from every direction,” Inna said.

There were five cars in the convoy of vehicles evacuating. Elisei was in the second car,
in which no one survived.
"I crawled through the field and saved my three-year-old son by dragging him by the
hood of his jacket. The fact that any of us made it out alive was pure luck,” she said.

She says her younger child is the only reason she's able to carry on. She's filed a
complaint with the police and wants justice for Elisei's killing.
"I want the world to know about the crimes of Russia. I want every victim to be
counted. I want Russia to be held accountable for the people, children and women,
they have killed on our land,” she said.



BBC Evhen and Inna Ryabukon buried their son a month after he was killed by
Russian troops near Kyiv.

Elisei is among more than two hundred children known to have been killed in Ukraine
so far, according to the country's government. Hundreds more have been injured.

Ohmatdyt hospital has received dozens of children wounded in the fighting.
Six-year-old Daniil Avdeenko has been brought here from the northern city of
Chernihiv, which had been surrounded and bombarded by Russian forces until they
withdrew from the area at the start of April.

Daniil and his parents were injured in mortar shelling just outside their home in a
residential neighbourhood.

When the explosion occurred, all of them were thrown to the ground. His father
Oleksandr saw that his wife's leg was bleeding profusely. He used the strap of her bag
as a tourniquet, an act that has saved her leg from being amputated.

Oleksandr had called out to Daniil, who'd told him he was alright. But when the boy
began to stand up Oleksandr realised how badly he was hurt.

BBC Daniil Avdeenko was injured in a Russian mortar attack.



"I saw that he had shrapnel all over his body, and he was bleeding a lot,” he said.
All three were taken to different hospitals.
"For the first four days we didn't know who was alive, and who wasn't. They didn't
register my son's name when he was admitted to hospital,” he said.
Eventually the family was reunited, and brought to Kyiv for treatment.

Daniil had shrapnel pieces in his head which were removed, but the bits lodged in his
back are still there. Doctors say it will be too painful to remove them right now. The
boy has multiple injuries and fractures in his leg. It's not clear when he'll be able to
walk.
For most part he's cheerful, but he lets out little cries of pain when a nurse comes to
inject a medicine.

"He tells the nurses at the hospital the details of how we were all covered in blood.
He remembers it all. But he blames himself. Just before it happened, I'd told him to go
down to the basement with his mother. But he insisted on coming outside to me,” says
Oleksandr. "I've explained to him that he's not guilty. We all have.”

After the war started, Oleksandr says Daniil would ask lots of questions.
"When there was shooting, he would ask 'Dad who's shooting now?’. I'd say 'ours’.
'And now?’, he'd ask. I'd tell him 'It's our men being attacked,’ In the night, he would
see tanks in his dreams. When bombs dropped from the sky, he would wake up
frightened. But despite it all he would still have fun. After the attack though, he's
changed drastically,” says Oleksandr.

Even those who've managed to flee physically unscathed, bear scars of psychological
trauma.

13-year-old Ilya Bobkov escaped along with his family from Bucha just outside Kyiv,
which was under Russian control for weeks. They managed to leave through a
humanitarian corridor which was opened in March for civilians to be evacuated. His
family now lives in one room in a rundown government building in Kyiv.

"On 24 February when the fighting started, I was shocked. I had expected it to be a
regular day, I'd go to school, do my homework and play games. My mother came to
my room and told me to pack a few things. Then we started living in our basement. It
was very scary. It was hard to get through the nights,” Ilya says.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/60981238?xtor=AL-72-[partner]-[microsoft]-[link]-[news]-[bizdev]-[isapi]
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/60981238?xtor=AL-72-[partner]-[microsoft]-[link]-[news]-[bizdev]-[isapi]


BBC Ilya Bobkov fled from Bucha, the site of alleged Russian war crimes.

On their way to safety, Ilya and his family saw burning buildings, destroyed tanks and
corpses along the way.
"I can't escape the feeling that the war is still all around us. I dream about my family
being killed or taken hostage by the Russians. I wake up in cold sweat,” Ilya says.

His aunt Valentyna Solokova whose family evacuated along with Ilya's says they tried
to keep the children distracted by playing games or looking at family photographs.

They were also forced to have difficult conversations, especially when they were
running low on food supplies.
"I'd tell the children that bread and water are the most important things. I had to
make them understand that they lived one life before, where they had everything, they
went to school and played games. And now they had to learn to live without all that,
she said. 'I told them the time has come for you to grow up.’”

A generation of children in Ukraine is cut off from a normal childhood at the moment.
The UN estimates that around two thirds of the country's 7.8 million children have
been displaced.

With fighting raging in the south and east, and renewed shelling in Lviv and Kyiv, no
part of Ukraine appears safe right now.
It's unclear when the children of this country might be able to return to the life that
was suddenly interrupted.

Ukraine Says Russia Begins Assault in the East After Raining Missiles Nationwide
Jane Arraf, Ivan Nechepurenko & Mark Landler - The New York Times



Finbarr O'Reilly for The New York Times

LVIV, Ukraine — Ukraine said Monday that Russian forces had launched a ground
assault along a nearly 300-mile front in the east after hitting the country with one of
the most intense missile barrages in weeks, including the first lethal strike on Lviv, the
western city that has been a refuge for tens of thousands of fleeing civilians.

The missile strikes, which killed at least seven people in Lviv alone, punctured any
illusions that the picturesque city of cobbled streets and graceful squares near
Poland’s border was still a sanctuary from the horrors Russia has inflicted elsewhere
in Ukraine over the past two months.

The Lviv attack followed 300 missile and artillery strikes that Russia claimed to have
carried out, mainly in the east, in what appeared to be a campaign to terrorize the
population and intimidate Ukraine’s military before the new ground offensive had
begun in the part of the country known as the Donbas.

Ronaldo Schemidt/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images A Ukranian serviceman
looking into a crater and a destroyed home in the village of Yatskivka, eastern

Ukraine, on Saturday.



The secretary of Ukraine’s National Security and Defense Council, Oleksiy Danilov,
said on national television that the Russian ground assault, which had been
anticipated for weeks, stretched along nearly the entire front line, from the northern
Kharkiv region south to the besieged port of Mariupol.

David Guttenfelder for The New York Times Alexandre Bulatov, 49, digging a grave
Monday at the civilian section of a cemetery in the Kyiv suburb of Irpin, Ukraine.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine said, “A very significant part of the
Russian army is now concentrated for that offensive,” adding, “No matter how many
servicemen get thrown there, we will fight, we will defend ourselves.”

The overnight missile barrage targeted fuel depots, warehouses and other
infrastructure, according to Russia’s Defense Ministry. Russian forces also appeared
to be finally seizing the entire port of Mariupol, where outnumbered Ukrainian
fighters defied demands to lay down their weapons at a vast steel plant that has
become a kind of industrial Alamo.

Mariupol, a once-vibrant city in southeast Ukraine, is the last obstacle to Russia’s
drive to secure a “land bridge” to Crimea, the southern Ukrainian peninsula seized
by Russian forces eight years ago.

The intensified attacks came amid signs that international sanctions were beginning
to choke Russia’s economy — and in the process, opening fissures between the
country’s leaders.

President Vladimir V. Putin insisted that “the strategy of an economic blitzkrieg has
failed.” But Moscow’s mayor warned that 200,000 people risked losing their jobs in
the capital alone, while the head of the central bank warned that the effect of Russia’s
isolation was just starting to be felt.



Finbarr O'Reilly for The New York Times Anna Mynjo, right, weeps at the funeral
Monday of her son, Ivan Mynjo, 24, in Lviv in western Ukraine. Mr. Mynjo was killed

in fighting in eastern Ukraine.

While Ukraine’s east remained the focus of Russia’s re-calibrated military ambitions,
the strike on Lviv was a lethal reminder that no Ukrainian city, even one scarcely 50
miles from the Polish border, lies outside the range of Moscow’s rockets.

Gray smoke billowed from what remained of the red roof of a long concrete garage
on the city’s western outskirts, a sign outside advertising “car wash” and “tire
replacement.”

A hole in the roof indicated that the building had taken a direct hit from a missile. Air
raid sirens wailed continuously as firefighters struggled to extinguish the flames and
ambulances ferried away the wounded.

While the garage burned, a train rumbled by toward Lviv’s nearby railway station,
carrying passengers fleeing the fighting in the eastern city of Dnipro. It stopped
briefly and the train’s conductors and other workers tried to reassure anxious
passengers as they started hearing about the airstrikes by phone.

“It was panic,” said Anna Khrystiuk, a volunteer who was handing out information to
displaced people, several of whom ran to a shelter in the station when the missiles hit.
“Many people were from Kharkiv and other places and they were so afraid of rockets
already. They thought that it was safe to stay here.”

In Kharkiv, a northeastern city shelled relentlessly since Russia invaded Ukraine in
February, a fresh artillery strike killed at least one person in a residential area. The
victim was standing a few yards from an apartment building that was struck. It came
after a concerted missile barrage on Sunday killed at least five people in the city’s
center.



Tyler Hicks/The New York Times An artillery strike on Monday killed at least one
person and wounded another in a residential area in Kharkiv, Ukraine.

“It was the first time this neighborhood was hit,” said Lubov Ustymenko, 72, who
wore a winter coat and stood a few yards from a discarded umbrella and a puddle
filled with a mix of blood and the morning’s light rain.
“Our life is decided in one second — you go outside, and then you’re gone.”

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times A Ukrainian Army position just outside Mykolaiv,
Ukraine, last month.

Russia’s ground onslaught — a push to seize more of the Donbas — got underway
after weeks of setbacks, including Russia’s retreat from areas surrounding the capital,
Kyiv, and the sinking of a major Russian warship in the Black Sea.

Having failed in the early weeks of the war to destroy the Ukrainian military’s
network of fuel and ammunition depots — perhaps under the erroneous assumption
that Ukrainian forces would surrender wholesale — Russia has intensified its attacks
against those facilities, as well as against transportation infrastructure.

But Russia’s puzzling failure to do so earlier has left its forces with costly unfinished
business, and given Ukrainian troops an unexpected advantage.



Pavel Luzin, a Russian military analyst, said that while Russia has hit railway
facilities, so far it has avoided aiming missiles at bridges over big rivers.
“If Russia plans to expand its presence on Ukraine’s territory — and the end goal
since 2014 has been the destruction of Ukrainian statehood as such — it would need
the railway too,” Mr. Luzin said.

Besides targeting Kharkiv, Russian forces have unleashed further destruction on
eastern cities like Mykolaiv, which lies in Russia’s pathway to the Black Sea port of
Odesa.

Those attacks have tied up Ukrainian forces and prevented them from joining the fight
farther east, while sowing terror among civilians after Russia failed to conquer these
cities early in the war.

In Mariupol, devastated by weeks of siege warfare, a band of Ukrainian fighters
remained ensconced in the Azovstal steel plant after having rejected Russian demands
to surrender.

Russia intensified its bombing of the factory, and it was unclear how long the
Ukrainians could endure in the plant’s labyrinthine underground tunnels. Officials on
both sides said Russia could control the city soon.

Pavel Klimov/Reuters An aerial view of residential buildings that were damaged by
shelling in the southern port city of Mariupol, Ukraine.

Even with much of Mariupol now a wasteland, the city’s capture would represent a
key strategic prize for Russia and would free up forces for its Donbas offensive.



Finbarr O'Reilly for The New York Times On Saturday, passengers, some fleeing
eastern Ukraine and heading for Poland and others returning east, crowded the main

train station in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv.

Still, British defense intelligence officials said the grinding battle for the city has
become a source of anxiety for Russian commanders.
“Concerted Ukrainian resistance has severely tested Russian forces and diverted men
and matériel, slowing Russia’s advance elsewhere,” said Mick Smeath, a British
defense attaché. He linked Russia’s treatment of Mariupol to its brutal tactics in
Chechnya in 1999 and Syria in 2016.

After two months of fighting, pro-war commentators in Russia are pushing the army
for tangible military victories that would cover up some of the embarrassments
Moscow has suffered, including the sinking of the Moskva, the flagship of the
Kremlin’s Black Sea fleet, and the retreat from around Kyiv. So far, Russia has been
able to claim only the capture of Kherson, a regional capital, as a significant
battlefield achievement.

On Russia’s state-run television, commentators have enthusiastically promoted the
Donbas offensive as a decisive battle that could be a turning point in the war. Many
point toward May 9, the commemoration of Russia’s 1945 victory over Nazi Germany,
as the date when Mr. Putin could claim a semblance of victory in Ukraine.

“The big battle for the Donbas has already started,” said Yuri Podolyaka, a
pro-Russia analyst who publishes military reports on his popular channel on
Telegram.
“The activity of the Russian artillery and air forces has intensified again.”

On Monday, the head of the regional administration in Luhansk, which is part of the
Donbas, said that Russian forces had gained control of the town of Kreminna, adding
to territory in the region held by Moscow.

Still, those scattered Russian advances carry less psychological punch than lethal
strikes on Lviv, a city that has become a critical gateway to safety for the millions of
Ukrainians who have fled westward, trying to escape the worst of the fighting.



In late February, it was quickly repurposed from a charming tourist destination into a
base of operations for a vast relief effort, serving as a channel for humanitarian
supplies, aid workers, foreign fighters making their way to front line cities and many
foreign journalists.

Hundreds of thousands of displaced people have passed through the city’s train and
bus stations. For many others, it is a new — if fleeting — home. Lviv, which had
about 720,000 residents before the war began, has since welcomed at least 350,000
people displaced from other parts of the country.

Until Monday, the only direct targets that had been hit in Lviv were a fuel storage site
and tank facility in the city’s northeast, hit by several missile strikes about three
weeks earlier. Before that, a pair of attacks targeted an airport facility and a military
base near Lviv, killing at least 35 people.

In Monday’s strike, three missiles hit empty military warehouses while a fourth hit the
garage, according to the head of Lviv’s military administration, Maksym Koztyskyy.

He did not say whether all the casualties were from the strike on the garage. Besides
the seven killed, he said 11 people were injured — a toll that could rise as rescue
workers cleared rubble from the site. The missiles, Mr. Koztyskyy said, had been
launched by warplanes from the direction of the Caspian Sea.

Orest Maznin, a police officer, said he had been driving to work past the garage when
the missiles struck, and he narrowly escaped shrapnel. The windshield of his car had
a large hole from the impact of a piece of metal.
“It happened too quickly for me to be afraid,” Mr. Maznin said.

Ukraine Rushes to Evacuate Civilians in East as Russia's Offensive Pushes
Forward
Yaroslav Trofimov - Wall Street Journal

SLOVYANSK, Ukraine—Ukrainian authorities are scrambling to evacuate the
remaining civilians from the eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions as Russia begins
its new military offensive here and pitched battles get closer to the area’s main
population centers.



Manu Brabo for The Wall Street Journal Ukraine Rushes to Evacuate Civilians in
East as Russia's Offensive Pushes Forward.

The biggest cities in the Ukrainian-controlled parts of Donetsk and Luhansk, such as
Kramatorsk, Slovyansk and Severodonetsk, have already turned into ghost towns,
with almost all stores and businesses closed, streets emptied and only a handful of
apartments in each housing block still inhabited.

As the massing Russian forces attempt to push through Ukrainian defenses under the
cover of long-range artillery and aircraft, Ukrainian officials have warned that any
civilians staying behind could be trapped—as happened in February in the city of
Mariupol, where Kyiv says more than 10,000 people have died in weeks of bloody
urban fighting. Some 100,000 people still remain in Mariupol as Ukrainian defenders
hold out in a pocket of the port city.

President Biden told reporters Tuesday that the U.S. planned to send more artillery to
Ukraine, and the Pentagon has been asking allies over the past week to provide
ammunition, a U.S. defense official said, amid worries that Ukraine’s fighters could
reach dangerously low levels of ammunition within weeks.

On Monday, two Russian battalion tactical groups with some 60 tanks broke through
Ukrainian lines after a three-day battle and took the town of Kreminna in Luhansk
region, Ukrainian officials said. From Kreminna, Russian forces overnight pushed
through forested areas in the direction of Slovyansk, taking two villages. Heavy
shelling raged on front lines in Donbas on Tuesday.

“There is no more time for thinking. Leave! Thousands of residents of Kreminna
didn’t get out in time and have now become hostages of the Russians,” Serhiy Haidai,
the governor of Luhansk region, said.

“Save your lives so as not to become cheap labor for the Russians or not to be
mobilized into occupation forces.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin in February recognized the so-called Donetsk and
Luhansk people’s republics, the pro-Russian statelets created in 2014. The new



borders of those statelets include two-thirds of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions that
Kyiv controlled at the time. Mr. Putin proclaimed the “liberation” of Donbas, as this
area is collectively known, as the war’s key goal, doubled down on that objective after
an initial push to seize Kyiv failed.

The Donetsk and Luhansk “republics” have rounded up and drafted men up to the
age of 65, sending them with little training and World War II-vintage weapons to the
front lines against Ukrainian forces.

That is one reason why civilian men, in particular, should leave the areas targeted by
the Russian offensive as soon as possible, Ukrainian officials say. The evacuation
isn’t mandatory, however. “It is an evacuation, not a deportation,” said Mr. Haidai.

On Tuesday, columns of Ukrainian reinforcements were heading toward Donbas from
central Ukraine, with troops, ammunition and artillery pieces on the roads. In the
front-line town of Maryinka, on the western approach to the Russian-controlled city
of Donetsk, thumps of artillery continued through the morning. Ukrainian forces were
digging trenches and tank obstacles in the rear, preparing layers of additional
defensive lines.

In Maryinka itself, the central area was deserted, with charred buildings, shredded
trees and scattered shrapnel and mortar tail fins after weeks of relentless Russian
pounding. As elsewhere along the front line, hours of shelling preceded probes by
Russian infantry and forays by Russian tanks.

While the U.S. and allies have supplied Ukrainian forces with thousands of modern
antitank missiles, there aren’t enough to cover all segments of the front, Ukrainian
troops say—a reason why Russian tank units have been able to breach their lines in
recent days.

Ukrainian troops are firing thousands of rounds a day, and almost all their artillery
pieces use Soviet-standard ammunition that isn’t compatible with U.S.-made guns.
Because of that, the U.S. is reaching out to nations with stocks of compatible
ammunition, including Poland, France, the Czech Republic and Canada, the U.S.
defense official said.

In a video conference on Tuesday, Mr. Biden and other world leaders discussed
providing more ammunition and security assistance to Ukraine, White House press
secretary Jen Psaki said. She said the U.S. is also continuing to discuss additional
sanctions on Russia.

In Slovyansk, men in uniform have already begun to outnumber civilians on
once-busy streets, with many of the troops stocking up on dwindling supplies in the
few remaining supermarkets before heading back to the front.

Slovyansk holds high symbolic importance for both sides. The Donbas conflict began
here in 2014, when Russian military veterans led by a former FSB intelligence service
colonel seized the local administration with the support of pro-Russian locals.



A Ukrainian military offensive retook Slovyansk and nearby Kramatorsk weeks later,
but failed to seize the region’s main cities, Donetsk and Luhansk.

Russian troops now are pushing from several directions. The biggest effort is coming
from the direction of the town of Izyum, north of Slovyansk, using as many as 50
battalion tactical groups, said Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of the civil-military
administration of the Donetsk region.

“We have no choice but to fight and to hold on to our territory. If there will be no
fierce resistance, and if we don’t achieve a victory here, Putin will not stop at us and
will keep going further, toward Kyiv, and onward to threaten the countries of the
European Union,” Mr. Kyrylenko said.

Police Capt. Ihor Trebach, the head of criminal investigations in the Kramatorsk
district, which includes Kramatorsk and Slovyansk, said his officers were going house
to house this week, trying to convince residents that it was time to go.
“What we have seen so far is whenever the Ukrainian Armed Forces are successful in
the battlefield and push back the Russian forces, the Russians retaliate by simply
shelling the civilian cities nearby. This has become the pattern throughout this war,”
he said.

His officers’ implorations were having mixed effect, Capt. Trebach said. Some
residents, exposed to Russian propaganda on social media, still don’t believe that
Russian forces would shell civilians, and attribute the destruction of cities such as
Mariupol to alleged neo-Nazis, he said.

Others are afraid that their apartments will be looted if they escape. Many more,
however, realize the danger but don’t want to abandon relatives who can’t or won’t
leave their hometowns.

Even in villages under constant shelling, such as Maryinka, some civilians remain in
their homes, refusing to leave. On Tuesday, a grocery was still open on a road lined
with blooming orchards and brightly painted homes, some of them with caved-in roofs
because of artillery damage, a few blocks away from the devastated center.

“At this point, anyone who is still here is just waiting for the Russian world to come.
They think of the Russians as their own,” said Zhenya, a Ukrainian officer in
Maryinka.

The Wall Street Journal agreed to use only first names for this soldier and some
civilians. Some locals, he said, are passing coordinates of Ukrainian positions to
Russian forces via social-messenger apps.

In Slovyansk and Kramatorsk, many of those who want to remain say they are
committed to the Ukrainian cause. Others don’t want to leave behind sick loved ones.

Margarita, a 27-year-old resident of Kramatorsk, said her mother, 56, was bedridden
after a stroke and her brother was serving locally with the Ukrainian military.
“If there were a way to go with my mom, we would. We understand everything,” she
said.



“For now, we have prepared a cellar. It’s deep and strong. Let’s hope we can survive
in it.”
“Only the fools aren’t afraid,” added Olga, a teacher in Slovyansk who was also
remaining behind to stay with a sick relative.

While Kramatorsk and Slovyansk, some 20 to 30 miles from the front lines, haven’t
been shelled with artillery and multiple-launch rocket systems so far, they are within
range.

Russia has already fired several cruise missiles at the area, including one that hit a
crowd of civilians awaiting an evacuation train at the Kramatorsk train station,
killing 57 people, earlier this month. The train station is now closed and evacuations
are conducted by bus or car.

Another cruise missile hit an empty field off Kramatorsk’s Heroes of Ukraine street
on Monday morning, leaving a large crater and shattering windows across several
city blocks.

Valentina, an 82-year-old resident of the neighborhood, said she still didn’t want to
leave even though she no longer had windows in her apartment.
“It will all be all right in the end—and where can we go anyway?” she said.

After the death of her son last year, she is taking care of her 15-year-old grandson.
“Who wants us?” she said as she surveyed the damage.
“And how can we afford to go?”

Yuriy Mikish, a Slovyansk entrepreneur who runs a volunteer network helping
Ukrainian troops and civilians willing to evacuate, said that there is room and board
in western Ukraine or Europe for anyone leaving Donbas these days.
“All they have to do now is to say yes,” he said.
“And we have people who will take care of it.”

Nearly five million people have left Ukraine since Russia’s invasion on Feb. 24,
according to the United Nations. Many more were internally displaced.

One of those leaving Slovyansk on Tuesday for the western Ukrainian city of Rivne
was a bakery worker named Lida.
“We had kept hoping this would bypass it, that somehow we would manage to stay on,”
she said.
“Now, it’s clear it’s time to go.”

Her partner Denis, who walked her through Slovyansk’s empty main square, said he
also realized the urgency to escape but didn’t want to abandon his 13-year-old
daughter from a previous marriage.
“Her mother still hopes things will turn out well and doesn’t want to leave town or
give her to me,” he shook his head.
“I am trying to convince her and call her every day, but so far without result.”



The Ukrainian Air Force Just Got Bigger. It Seems Someone Gave Kyiv More
MiG-29s.
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

Amazingly considering the odds against them, Ukraine’s airmen have more flyable
fighters today than they did in early April, according to U.S. Defense Department
spokesman John Kirby.

Forbes A Ukrainian air force MiG-29 in 2018. Wikimedia Commons photo

Kyiv’s air force has “more operable fighter aircraft than they had two weeks ago,”
Kirby told reporters Tuesday.

Donations of airplanes, and airplane parts, made it possible.
“I would just say, without getting into what other nations are providing, that they
have received additional platforms and parts to be able to increase their fleet size,”
Kirby said.

It’s not hard to guess what Kirby was referring to. The governments of Bulgaria,
Poland and Slovakia weeks ago all signaled some degree of willingness to transfer to
Ukraine old MiG-29s or spares for the same.

Despite some diplomatic doublespeak, likely meant to insulate the countries from
Russian retaliation, it seems some or all of the three possible donors handed over
air-frames or parts.

The big question is just what condition Kyiv’s air arm was in as the fresh jets arrived.
If the Ukrainian air force continues losing planes at a high rate, the reinforcements
might not last long.

The twin-engine, supersonic MiG-29 was the most numerous type in the pre-war air
force. As many as 70 MiG's equipped three brigades at three bases with six squadrons
between them—one brigade each in the western, central and southern regions of
Ukraine.



Su-27 fighters, Su-25 attack jets and Su-24 bombers made up the balance of the
Ukrainian warplane inventory, which stood at around 125 flight-worthy aircraft when
Russia attacked on the night of Feb. 23.

Setting up at small airfields or even roadways—mostly if not entirely west of the
Dnieper River—Kyiv’s squadrons survived the initial Russian air raids and rocket
barrages. Ukrainian pilots quickly flew into action, tangling with Russian jets and
bombing Russian formations on the ground.

Kyiv’s aerial losses were acute in those first few days. Russian air-defenders shot
down a pair of Ukrainian Su-25s in the span of a minute near Kherson in southern
Ukraine, killing both pilots. A Russian long-range missile battery swatted a Ukrainian
Su-27 patrolling over Kyiv, killing the pilot.

In 54 days, the Russians shot down no fewer than 15 Ukrainian jets that analysts
visually can confirm. That verified total includes four MIG-29s. Actual losses
undoubtedly are higher.

Shoot-downs don’t tell the whole story, of course. Russian forces also have attacked
support facilities. On March 18, Russian cruise missiles damaged the State Aircraft
Repair Plant in Lviv, in western Ukraine. That facility overhauls MiG-29s.

Moscow is going after Kyvi’s fuel stocks, too. “The Russians are continuously
targeting fuel depots of major Ukrainian air bases with their ballistic
missiles,” wrote Tom Cooper, an author and expert on the Russian military.

The result was a steady erosion in Ukraine’s flyable fighter fleet. By week four, the
Ukrainian squadrons were launching just five to 10 sorties a day, versus the 200 or
more sorties the Russian air force was capable of mounting in or around Ukraine.
“Every time when I fly, it’s for a real fight,” Andriy, a Ukrainian Su-27 pilot, told The
New York Times.
“In every fight with Russian jets, there is no equality.”

The tiny Ukrainian bomber fleet, which before the war operated just a dozen or so
Su-24s, suffered the most. After a few verifiable missions early in the war and at least
three confirmed shoot-downs, the bomber force apparently stopped flying. That is, if
the total absence of mentions in any media was any indication.

The MiG squadrons with their greater numbers can endure more losses for longer. It
helps that the MiGs mostly fly air-defense missions, many of them over regions where
Ukrainian forces remain fully in control. Their pilots don’t necessarily have to
fly through Russian air-defenses in order to accomplish their missions.

We don’t know how many MiG-29s Ukraine got from its donor or donors. Maybe
Poland transferred all 28 of its old, Soviet-made MIGs, which the country is replacing
with new F-35 stealth fighters from the United States.

Maybe Bulgaria donated all 15 of its MIGs. Maybe Slovakia sent its 12 MiG-29s.
Bulgaria and Slovakia both are replacing their Soviet-made fighters with
American-made F-16s.

https://twitter.com/ZaidZamanHamid/status/1504476888890163210
https://twitter.com/ZaidZamanHamid/status/1504476888890163210
https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/03/list-of-aircraft-losses-during-2022.html
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/18/1087460874/russian-missiles-hit-a-fighter-jet-repair-facility-in-the-closest-strike-yet-to-
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=tom cooper air war ukraine
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2022/04/07/where-are-ukraines-bombers/?sh=7a52b71b6e7e


To be clear, the three secondhand MiG-29 fleets each is slightly different. Unique
radio and avionics configurations, for starters. That’s not necessarily a major
problem for a desperate air force with an established reputation for adaptation under
duress.

In theory, Ukraine could grow its MiG-29 fleet by 55 air-frames while also acquiring
from its allies spare parts—and possibly fuel—for the MIGs remaining from its
pre-war inventory.

Kyiv’s air force has more jets than it did two weeks ago, according to the Pentagon.
But it’s also possible the air arm actually has more of the fighters than it did at the
start of the wider war in late February.’’

The MiG plus-up doesn’t alter the long-term trajectory of the aerial campaign,
however. Some or all of those 55 Slovak, Polish, and Bulgarian MiG-29s are the only
ones readily available to Ukraine. Once they’re gone, further replacements are going
to be much harder to come by.

More vexing for the Ukrainians is the pilot problem. Kyiv clearly could source used
fighters with just a few weeks of determined diplomacy. But it takes months to retrain
formerly inactive pilots—and years to train up new ones.

Ukraine had too few MiG-29 pilots before they started dying in battle with the
Russians. The shortfall surely is worse today.

The incredible difficulty of sustaining a boutique manned fighter fleet during wartime
helps to explain why drones—both Turkish-made TB-2s and off-the-shelf
octocopters—account for an increasing proportion of Ukraine’s air raids on Russian
troops.
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